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Our  Past  and  Our  Future. 

ris  fifty  years  save  seven  months  since  Fraser^s  Magazine  began 
its  career.  Its  first  number  was  published  in  February  1830. 
Geoi^  IV.  was  still  upon  the  throne,  although  his  life  was  fast 
ebbing  away.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  was  Prime  Minister,  and  had 
recently  accomplished  the  chief  act  of  his  ministry — the  carrying  of 
the  Catholic  Emancipation  Act.  Frasevj  in  its  opening  '  Confession 
of  Faith,'  took  care  to  let  its  readers  know  that  it  did  not  approve  of 
this  Act,  but  had  the  wisdom  at  the  same  time  to  acknowledge  its 
finality.  There  are  many  things  in  this  '  Confession  of  Faith '  of 
little  importance  now  ;  but  it  is  written  throughout  with  something 
of  the  dash  and  brightness  which  seldom  failed  the  early  'Fraserians.' 

If  any  one  wishes  to  see  what  a  bright  set  these  early  writers  in 
Fras&r  were,  he  has  only  to  consult  the  well-known  cartoon  by 
Maclise  prefixed  to  the  opening  number  of  1835,  and  afterwards 
reproduced  as  the  frontispiece  to  the  '  Eeliques  of  Father  Prout.'  * 
Dr.  Maginn  is  in  the  chair  addressing  the  staff  of  contributors,  and 
on  his  right  are  seen  Barry  Cornwall,  Southey,  Thackeray,  Macnish, 
Ainsworth,  Coleridge,  Hogg,  Gait,  Dunlop,  and  Jerdan ;  on  his  left, 
Edward  Irving,  Mahony  (Father  Prout),  Gleig,  Carlyle,  Allan 
Cunningham,  Count  d'Orsay,  Moir  (Delta),  Sir  David  Brewster, 
Lockhart,  and  Theodore  Hook.  We  cannot  imagine  a  more  brilliant 
staff,  or  a  more  catholic  and  genial  one — ^from  Edward  Irving,  '  the 
enthusiastic,  the  learned,  the  honest,  the  honourable,  the  upright, 
and  the  good,'  ^  to  Francis  Mahony,  the  quaint,  learned,  and  witty 
*  Father  Prout,'  whose  prose  and  verse  alike  sparkled  with  an 
unceasing  flow  of  exuberant  mirthfulness.    In  the  *  Preface  to  our 


'  It  was^  further  reproduced  six  years  ago  as  the  frontispiece  to  a  handsome 
volmne  entitled  *  A  Gallery  of  Illustrious  Literary  Characters,'  being  in  the  main  a 
reprint  of  I^a$er^$  Gallery  from  1830  to  1838.  This  volume  was  edited  by  William 
Bates,  B.A.,  Professor  of  Classics  in  Queen's  College,  Birmingham,  and  is  an  inte- 
resting repertory  of  literary  information. 

*  IhiSfir,  January  1835. 
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Second  Decade/  which  opens  the  January  number  of  1840,  the  Editor 
takes  credit  for  the  catholicity  of  the  Magazine,  as  marked  by  the 
fiact  that  both  these  writers,  *  the  Calvinist  Edward  Irving  and  the 
Jesuit  Francis  Mahony,'  were  amongst  its  '  firmest  friends  and  most 
valued  contributors.'  Literature  knows  no  sectarianism;  and  the 
intellectual  sjmapathy  which  bridged  all  the  diflference  between 
Calvinism  and  Jesuitism  in  the  year  1840  will  not  be  found,  we 
trust,  less  lively  and  comprehensive  in  1879,  and  the  vigorous  years 
to  which  we  still  look  forward. 

This  same  Preface  contains  a  very  interesting  account  of  the 

*  literary  career '  of  Fraser  for  the  time  which  it  had  then  been  in 
existence.  Special  mention  is  made  of  the  *  distinct  works '  which 
had  even  so  early  been  '  woven '  out  of  its  pages  by  Colonel  Mitchell, 

*  heart-stirring  biographer  of  Wallenstein Thomas  Carlyle,  *  most 
original,  graphic,  and  exciting  of  historians  of  the  French  Revolution 
'M.  J.  Chapman,  the  learned  and  the  poetic';  and  'John  Abraham 
Heraud,  the  metaphysical  and  profound.' 

Yellow  Plush  (Thackeray),  with  pen  and  pencil  contributed  to  *the 
harmless  mirth  of  nations;'  Morgan  Rattier  (Banks) ^  wittily  rallied; 
O'Donoghue  (Maginn  X)  related  many  a  tale  of  Irish  fun ;  the  gillant  and 
gall4nt  Bombardinio  (Colonel  Mitchell)  has' narrated  his  experiences  in  love 
and  war;  the  Dominie  (poor  Picken!),  the  only  one  of  our  contributors 
whom  we  have  lost  by  death  (except  those  enumerated  in  our  Gallery  of 
Portraits),  chattered  over  his  Scotch  anecdotes  in  the  choicest  patois  of 
the  Land  of  Cakes.  Besides  these  masqueraders,  we  have  been  honoiu'ed 
by  the  avowed  contributions  of  Southey,  Lockhart,  Brewster,  Gillies, 
Gait,  Hogg,  Gleig,  Croker,  Moir,  Cimningham,  Macnish,  Lady  Bulwer, 
Lady  Mary  Shepherd — with  the  unavowed  assistance  of  several  other 
persons  of  allowed  wit,  talent,  and  learning — ^with  the  counsel  of  Coleridge 
and  the  countenance  of  Scott.  Into  oiu:  pages  have  found  their  way 
some  rare  specimens  of  the  poetry  of  the  'old  man  eloquent,'  as  weU 
as  of  Byron  and  Shelley,  which  otherwise  would,  in  all  probabiHty,  not 
have  seen  the  light.  In  defect  of  modem  or  home  materials  we  have  often 
had  recourse  to  the  immoi-tal  literature  of  ancient  days  or  foreign  lands. 
We  challenge  the  English  language  to  produce  a  version  of  *  uEschylus ' 
equal  to  that  of  Medwin.  Mahony's  translations  in  general  are  unsurpassed ; 
but  we  may  point  particular  attention  to  his  *  Tom  Moore's  Rogueries,' 
his  *Ver-Yert,'  or  his  'Vida's  Silkworm.'  Aristophanes,  or  the  Greek 
pastoral  poets,  suffer  not  under  the  hand,  of  Willmott.  Maginn  has  made 
some  original  experiments  upon  Homer  and  Ludan.  Churchill's  translation 
of  the  *  Camp  of  Wallenstein '  stands  unrivalled.  On  the  whole  we  can 
back  our  learning  against  the  field ;  and  do  not  these  very  words  of  sporting 
remind  us  that  we  have  most  absurdly  postponed  until  now  the  mention 
that  some  of  the  most  famous  articles  of  the  most  famous  writer  that  ever 
made  the  affairs  of  the  field  his  theme,  even  Nimrod  himself,  known  in  the 
flesh  by  the  name  of  Charles  Apperley,  have  cast  an  air  of  sport,  freshness, 
manliness,  and  vigour  over  our  columns  I* 


•  Percival  Weldon  Banks,  a  London  barrister,  Irish  by  birth,  one  of  the  cleverest 
of  the  brilliant  but  fast  circle  that  surrounded  Maginn. 

*  Frasevy  January  1840. 
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We  quote  these  sentences  at  length,  not  merely  for  their  pleasant 
literary  flavour  and  reminiscent  self-elation,  some  of  which,  it  must  be 
confessed,  is  now  a  little  faded,  but  also  for  the  clear  picture  which 
they  present  of  what  a  magazine  should  be,  as  conceived  and  carried 
out  by  the  foimders  of  Fraser.  '  From  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to 
severe,'  from  learning  to  sport,  from  prose  to  poetry,  from  metaphysic 
to  fun,  from  science  to  mirth,  tJie  brilliant  staff  ranged.  In  their  most 
sober  moods  they  tried  not  to  be  dull ;  in  their  '  most  jocular  moods,' 
the  Editor  specially  boasts,  they  never  ceased  '  to  inculcate  a  feeling 
of  honour  and  respect  for  religion,  and  those  institutions  which, 
humanly  speaking,  tend  most  materially  to  secure  it  upon  earth.' 
This  was  their  ideal  at  least,  if  their  vivacity  sometimes  verged 
upon  offensive  personality,  and  their  exposure  of  formalism  and 
hypocrisy  sometimes  went  near  to  licence.  In  the  main  they  were 
on  the  side  of  good  taste,  refinement,  and  moderation;  and 
their  literary  appreciation  was  always  varied  and  free  ranging,  as  with 
such  a  staff  it  could  not  fail  to  be.  It  is  probably  more  difficult 
now  than  in  those  early  days  to  preserve  the  play  of  bright-humoured 
freedom  and  variety  which  should  mark  the  pages  of  a  naonthly 
magazine;  but  at  any  rate  we  shall  endeavour  to  remember  that 
we  could  not  in  some  respects  have  a  better  example  of  what  such 
a  magazine  should  be  than  the  pictured  and  stirring  pages  of 
Fraser  in  those  early  years. 

The  first  phase  of  its  career  may  be  said  to  extend  to  nearly  1849. 
Certainly  there  is  then  an  observed  change  in  its  spirit,  although 
not  in  its  vigour.  Its  eye  for  all  that  is  fine  in  literature  and  strong 
and  healthy  in  criticism  is  still  bright,  but  it  no  longer  runs  over 
with  the  same  riotous  mirthftilness.  Its  conductors  are  conscious  of 
the  change,  and  speak  of  it  in  'A  Happy  New  Year'  which  they  wish 
for  all  its  readers  in  January  1849.    '  ^e  are  not  ignorant,'  they  say, 

of  the  charge  which  has  sometimes  been  brought  against  us  of  having  dealt 
more  than  was  quite  becoming  in  personalities.  Perhaps  there  may  be 
Bome  truth  in  the  libel ;  but  let  not  such  as  lay  it  forget  that  the  life  of  a 
magazine,  like  that  of  a  nation  and  of  an  individual  man,  has  its  phases.  K 
there  be  any  good  stuff  in  it  at  all,  it  begins  its  career  impetuously.  Strong 
in  its  impulses,  earnest  in  its  views,  it  lashes  out  to  the  right  and  the  left, 
whenever  there  may  seem  to  be  wrong  which  requires  correction,  and  cant 
that  demands  exposure.  And,  like  the  inspired  youth,  it  generally  sacidfices 
every  other  consideration  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  more  imme- 
diately sought.  But  time  brings  experience,  and  experience  teaches  wisdom 
— of  which  one  of  the  most  obvious  precepts  is  this,  that  even  a  good  deed 
may  be  missed  or  marred  through  indiscretion  in  the  choice  or  use  of  the 
means  of  seeking  it.  It  will  accordingly  be  found  that  within  the  last 
year  and  a  half  the  Traserians,  aa  they  have  ceased  to  attend  imaginary 
symposia^  and  to  drink  gallons  of  imaginary  punch,  so  they  have  learned  to 
temper  their  wit  that  it  might  tell  on  men's  principles  of  action  without 
unnecessarily  wounding  their  self-love  or  ruffling  their  tempers.  Block- 
heads, who  thrust  themselves  into  situations  for  which  neither  nature  nor 
education  haa  fitted  them,  need  not,  it  is  true,  expect  to  be  spared.  But 
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the  practice  of  calling  bad  names  and  imputing  unworthy  motives  the 
Magazine  has  abandoned,  and  is  not  likely,  under  its  pi'esent  management, 
to  return  to  it. 

This  change  had  come  no  doubt  from  increased  *  experience '  and 
wisdom,  but  also  from  the  disappearance  of  many  old  '  Fraserians.' 
Death  had  thinned  their  ranks ;  others  had  vanished  from  their  old 
haunts  at  21 5  Regent  Street.  Mr.  Fraser  himself,  who  sits  opposite 
Dr.  Maginn  as  croupier  in  the  famous  cartoon  of  1835,  died  in 
1 841,  a  martyr  in  some  degree  to  the  cause  of  the  Magazine.  He 
sank,  it  is  said  in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  *  under  the 
eflfects  of  a  ruffianly  attack  made  upon  him '  by  Mr.  Grrantley  Berkeley 
in  requital  for  a  review  of  his  novel  of '  Berkeley  Castle.'  The  review 
was  written  and  avowed  by  Maginn,  who  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
outraging  the  feelings  either  of  Mr.  Berkeley  or  his  mother ;  but  the 
result  was  the  assault  upon  Mr.  Fraser  and  its  serious  consequences. 
The  November  number  of  1841  contains  a  graceful  and  affecting 
notice  of  the  publisher  of  the  Magazine,*  as  ^  one  distinguished  by  every 
generous  and  noble  characteristic,'  by  'fine  taste  and  acute  discrimi- 
nation of  literary  excellence,'  by  religious  seriousness  and  practical 
benevolence.  Mr.  Fraser  came  of  an  Inverness  family,  seems  to  have 
early  settled  in  London,  and  brought  an  uncommon  intelligence  and 
prudence  to  bear  upon  his  business.  He  was  an  early  friend  of  the 
literary  veteran  of  Chelsea,  who,  with  Dr.  Grleig,  emeritus  Chaplain- 
General,  Mr.  Ainsworth,  and  Mr.  Heraud,  alone  survive  of  all  the 
band  of  writers  gathered  around  him  and  Maginn  in  1835. 

Maginn  himself  died  within  a  year  of  Mr.  Fraser,  and  is  duly 
commemorated  in  the  September  number  of  1842. 

With  the  profound  learning  of  a  scholar  he  combined  the  more  brilliant 
Attributes  of  a  ready  wit,  plajrful  or  keen,  as  occasion  called  it  into  exercise. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  no  one  of  all  his  hterary  brethren  possessed 
the  same  powers  of  conversation.  .  .  .  We  could  lay  our  hands  on  many  a 
goodly  and  popular  volume,  the  most  striking  points  and  best  passages 
of  which  have  been  gleaned  from  the  private  conversations  and  remarks 
of  Dr.  Maginn,  who  resembled  Swift  not  merely  in  his  wit,  but  in  the 
utter  carelessness  with  which  he  regarded  the  fate  of  the  productions  of  his 
genius.  If  they  served  the  purpose  of  the  moment,  to  make  a  minister 
tremble  or  a  lady  smile,  *  the  Doctor  *  never  troubled  himself  further  about 
his  thunder  or  Ins  jest,  ...  It  was  almost  universally  believed  by  the  public 
that  he  was  the  editor  of  this  Magazine.  At  its  commencement  he  was 
certainly  foremost  amongst  those  to  whose  exertions  it  was  owing,  and  for 
many  years  afterwards  we  were  indebted  to  him  for  valuable  services. 

His  inimitable  *  Homeric  Ballads'  are  especially  mentioned  as 


»  The  editor  of  the  volume  already  referred  to,  The  Maelise  Portrait  Gallery, 
says  (P*  26)  that  the  Magazine  received  its  name  not  after  Mr.  James  Fraser,  the 
publisher,  but  after  Mr.  Hugh  Fraser,  by  whom,  along  with  his  friend  Dr.  Maginn, 
Hhe  early  numbers  were  almost  entirely  written.'  Nothing  is  said  of  Mr.  Hugh 
Fraser  in  the  notice  referred  to  in  the  t«xt,  which  speaks  exclusively  and  with 
much  respect  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Magazine  to  Mr.  Fraser,  ita  publisher. 
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amoDgst  his  latest  contributions;  but  it  is  carefully  added  that,  ^as 
to  the  editorial  management  of  the  Magazine,  in  that  he  never  took 
a  part ' — ^a  £Etct  deserving  mention,  as  showing  '  how  prone  the  pubUo 
are  to  deceive  themselves,  and  how  diflScult  it  is  to  remove  an 
erroneous  impression  when  once  formed.' 

Maginn  was  a  writer  of  undoubted  learning,  and  of  great  versatility 
and  genius.  He  delighted  in  masquerading,  and  appears  in  many 
guises  both  in  Blackwood  and  Fraaer.  His  fewsile  pen  was  ever 
ready  for  newspaper  or  magazine.  *  There  is  scarcely  any  species 
of  literature,'  says  Jerdan,  who  knew  him  well, '  of  which  he  has  not 
left  examples  as  masterly  as  any  in  the  language.  Bomancist, 
parodist,  politician,  satirist,  linguist,  poet,  critic,  scholar — pre- 
eminent in  all,  and  in  the  last  all  buji  universal— the  efflux  of  his 
genius  inexhaustible.'  His  conversation,  already  spoken  of,  is  de- 
scribed as  *  an  outpouring  of  gorgeous  stores,'  alike  free  from  *  the 
pomposity  of  Johnson  and  the  often  tedious  monotony  of  Coleridge.' 
It  is  sad  to  think  that  a  brain  of  such  brilliant  capacity  should  have 
been  ruined  by  evil  habits,  and  that  one  with  so  many  gifts  should 
have  almost  closed  his  days  in  the  Fleet  Prison,  into  which  he  was 
thrown  for  debt.  He  left  prison  only  to  die  forsaken  and  in  igno- 
rance of  Sir  Robert  Peel's  generosity,  *  whose  gift  of  looi.  in 
answer  to  the  touching  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  dying  scholar  only 
arrived  in  time  to  pay  his  burial  fees.'  *  Bright,  broken  Maginn  1 ' 
as  Lockhart  said  of  him  in  the  witty  but  somewhat  graceless  epitaph 
which  he  wrote  upon  the  brilliant  but  hapless  scholar. 

Father  Prout  survived  for  many  years,  but  the  haunts  of  the 
^Fraserians '  no  longer  knew  him  after  1847.  ^^^^  7^^^  passed 
to  Some  as  correspondent  for  the  'Daily  News,'  shortly  before  started 
under  the  editorship  of  Charles  Dickens.  Later,  and  for  many  years, 
he  is  said  to  have  been  chiefly  connected  with  the  'G-lobe  '  newspaper, 
and  was  a  quaint  familiar  figure  to  many  in  Paris,  where  he  spent  the 
latter  period  of  his  life.*  He,  too,  was  a  man  *of  infinite  jest,  of  most 
excellent  fancy,'  whose  '  flashes  of  merriment  were  wont  to  set  the 


*  One  who  saw  <  Father  Prout  *  occasionally  in  his  later  years  in  Paris  describes 
him  '  as  very  fragile  in  appearance,  shnmken,  and  dried  up,  always  nntidy,  always 
Bohemian,  but  with  a  quaint,  rusty  ecclesiasticism  about  him  which  was  half -comic, 
half -pathetic  So  much  knocking  about  the  world,  so  many  strange  scenes  that  he 
had  passed  through,  had  never  obliterated  the  tonsure.  He  sent  in  when  he  called 
on  me  a  very  highly  glazed  and  considerably  crumpled  visiting-card,  with  an 
elaborate  coat  of  arms  charged  with  innumerable  quarterings  in  the  comer.  I 
saw  him  most  in  the  society  of  a  lady,  as  old  and  as  shrunken  as  himself,  with  the 
remains  of  old  beauty  and  old  finery,  yellow  lace  and  limp  satin,  and  cheeks  more 
yellow  still.  I  don't  know  what  the  relations  between  them  were,  or  had  been.  In 
their  old  age  they  were  the  faithfullest  of  friends,  spending  their  evenings  always 
together.  One  evening,  in  a  Parisian  salon  half  way  up  to  the  skies,  she  made  him 
sing  his  BellB  of  Shandon  **  (Eeliq.y  p.  1 59)  for  my  gratification,  which  he  did,  seated 
by  the  fire,  his  fine  pale,  priestly  head  relieved  a^^ainst  the  heavy  mantelpiece  with 
all  its  gloomy  decorations,  in  a  voice  which  was  cracked  by  age,  yet  retained  here 
and  there  a  mellow  tone.  The  old  man  singing,  the  old  lady  nodding  her  haggard^ 
picturesque  head  in  time,  the  half  light  of  the  dim  candles,  and  the  little  room 
encumbered  with  faded  furniture — all  come  before  me  like  a  picture.' 
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table  in  a  roar/  and  light  up  with  sparkling  riot  the  pages  of  ^Begina.' 
Like  lUfaginn,  he  excelled  in  burlesque  translation,  and  brought  a 
felicitous  combination  of  genuine  learning  with  wit  to  adorn  and 
vivify  all  that  he  touched.  Let  it  be  confessed,  at  the  same  time, 
that  a  good  deal  of  the  riotous  pleasantry  and  comic  verbalisms  of 
the  'Beliques'  is  now  rather  dead,  like  all  set  fun,  however  ex- 
quisite at  the  time,  and  however  loudly  it  once  echoed.  The  most 
inspired  literature  of  the  symposium  rapidly  exhales.  The  very 
brightness  of  the  crackle  makes  it  swiftly  sink  sometimes  into  dead 
ash,  and  notwithstanding  the  imfedling  lightness  of  touch  and  self- 
coniident  humorousness  of  the  clever  soi^disant  ^incumbent  of 
Watergrass-hill,'  many  of  his  jocularities  no  longer  raise  a  smile. 

These  and  cognate  jocularities  at  any  rate  passed  from  the  pages 
of  Fraaer;  and  from  1847  onwards  it  gradually  took  a  new  and  in 
some  req>ects  a  higher  if  less  sparkling  and  vivacious  tone.  Of  this 
secondary  phase  of  its  history  we  can  only  speak  with  reserve,  as 
there  are  those  still  living  who  were  among  its  most  active  a!hd 
valued  contributors.  There  are  a  few  names,  however,  to  which  we 
may  freely  allude,  and  these  not  the  least  brilliant  and  solid  of 
the  staff  which  then  surrounded  it.  From  the  very  beginning  of  this 
time  Charles  Kingsley  was  a  favourite  contributor.  '  What  do  our 
readers  think  of  "Yeast "  ? '  says  the  editor  in  his  '  Happy  New  Year ' 
in  1849 — 

that  strange,  wild  tale  which  only  the  severe  illness  of  the  gifted  author 
brought  last  month  to  an  abrupt  and  temporary  conclusion.  We  feel  that, 
though  but  a  promise  of  better  things  to  come,  it  goes  beyond  the  best 
of  the  performances  of  the  best  <^  our  contemporaries ;  and  we  believe  that 
the  public  generally  is  of  cor  way  of  thinking. 

So  thought  the  editor ;  but  the  publisher  had  evidently  difi5.culties 
about  ^  Yeast.'  It  was  thought  in  those  times  a  very  daring  and 
disturbing  book.  Launcelot  was  pronounced  a  'healthy  animal ist,'^ 
and  'the  worst  tendencies  of  the  day'  were  supposed  to  be 
encouraged  by  it.  Now,  as  we  read  it,  it  is  fiill  of  life,  and  move- 
ment, and  genius,  very  crudely  worked  out  here  and  there,  but  never 
without  a  high  purpose  worthy  of  its  author  and  the  practical 
Christian  objects  he  had  in  view.  When  '  Alton  Locke '  followed  it, 
however,  the  author  had  to  seek  for  anew  publisher,  which  he  speedily 
found  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Carlyle.  Happily,  Kingsley  lived 
to  \yrite  better  books  than  either  of  these  productions  of  his  earlier 
mood;  and  '  Hypatia,'  in  some  respects  the  most  elaborate  and 
brilliant  of  all  his  studies,  began  its  appearance  in  Fraaer  in  1851. 
There  is  a  certain  crudeness  of  touch  here  and  there  even  in 
'  Hypatia,'  a  want  of  shading  and  balance  in  some  of  the  characters  ; 
the  effects  of  the  story  are  rather  like  the  successive  scenes  in  a 
startling  melodrama  than  of  a  great  dramatic  evolution  passing 


'  ^'iMir^n  newspaper. 
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before  the  eyes ;  but  the  picture  is,' as  a  whole,  magnificent,  passionate, 
and  powerftd,  and  the  moral  enthusiasm  and  noble  spirit  of  Christian 
wisdom  and  moderation  which  breathe  through  the  whole  of  it  give 
it  an  undying  charm.  The  genius  of  Charles  Kingsley  was  destined 
to  bear  mellower  firuit ;  but  it  never  rose  higher,  or  achieved  a  more 
striking  and  worthy  succe^  than  in  the  great  picture  of  the  age  of 
the  Alexandrian  Cyril. 

In  the  same  yecir  in  which  ^Hypatia'  appeared  there  was  alio 
begun  in  Fraser  the  first  lengthened  story  from  one  of  the  most 
prolific  and  most  pleasant  pens  which  long  adorned  its  pages.  The 
opening  chapters  of  '  Digby  Grand '  were  published  in  November  of 
that  year,  and  onwards  for  about  ten  years  come  in  rapid  succession 
*  General  Bounce '  (1854), '  Kate  Coventry '  (1856),  *  The  Interpreter' 
(1857),  and  ^  Holmby  House '  in  1859.  The  best  work  that  George 
Whyte  Melville  ever  did,  we  may  safely  say,  was  done  in  the  pages 
of  this  Magazine ;  and  no  one  who  has  read  tbese  novels,  and  none  cer- 
tainly who  knew  their  gifted  author,  can  recall  with  anything  but  lively 
feelings  of  emotion  the  pleasant  attraction  which  his  writings  long  lent 
to  it.  There  was  a  charm  of  ever-honourable  feeling,  and  a  delightfully 
piquant  reserve  of  wit  and  fimcy  which  could  flash  brilliantly  at  will 
or  when  he  cared  to  exert  them,  about  all  the  higher  productions  of 
Mr.  Melville's  pen,  as  there  was  in  his  character  and  conversation. 
Beneath  a  polished  and  conventional  exterior  he  was  full  of  suppressed 
gaieties,  satiric  but  never  ill-natured.  Beneath  all  his  vaatmciomce 
there  was  a  vein  of  grave  and  well-intentioned  work  which  never 
exhausted  itself.  He  delighted  in  writing,  as  he  delighted  in  hunt- 
iiig — ^it  was  at  once  his  occupation  and  amusement.  In  many  cases 
no  doubt  it  was  the  impulse  to  amuse  others  as  well  as-  himself  that 
made  him  take  pen  in  hand;  butnoonewouldhavebeenmore  astonished 
than  himself  at  his  being  supposed  to  be  merdy  an  amusing  writer. 
Few  men,  on  the  contrary,  worked  more  assiduously,  and  few  men  keep 
before  them  more  steadily  definite  ideals  of  work.  There  was  a  cer- 
tain gravity  of  aim  in  almost  all  he  did,  and  a  deep  and  tendei 
seriousness  of  character  and  chivalrous  manliness,  which,  if  not  ob- 
toisive,  were  always  present.  It  was  an  unhappy  hour  in  the  dark 
November  of  last  year  when  so  gallant  a  rider  stumbled  in  the  wet 
and  heavy  furrow  to  rise  no  more,  and  a  spirit  so  fertile  and  bright 
passed  so  suddenly  away^ 

In  addition  to  these  two  ooUaborateurs  in  Fraaer  during  the 
second  phase  of  its  history^  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  omit  mention 
of  one  other,  amongst  the  best  of  whose  pleasant  and  high-minded 
books  appealed  during  the  same  years  in  its  pages.  ^  Friends  in 
Oouneil '  was  begun  in  the  last  month  of  1855,  and  continued  in  the 
fcdlowing  year.  Here  it  was  that  a  delighted  circle  of  readers  first 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  kind  and  placid  old  Dumford,  the 
grave  and  earnest  Milverton,  the  clever  and  sarcastic  Ellesmere,  and 
the  demure  and  gentle  Lucy.  With  no  special  effort  of  portraiture 
on  tile  part  of  the  author,  how  soon  does  the  reader  come  to  know 
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them  all — with  what  clear  individuality  do  they  all  stand  out  before 
him,  and  with  what  interest  does  he  follow  their  bright  and  well- 
sustained  talk  I  Arthur  Helps  may  have  perhaps  reached  in  his 
later  volume, '  Companions  of  my  Solitude,'  a  richer  and  more  touching 
vein  than  in  'Friends  in  Council;'  but  FroBer  may  certainly  claim 
the  most  elaborate  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  characteristic  produc- 
tions of  his  peculiar  style  of  meditative  humour  and  quiet  wise 
thoughtfulness,  half  playful,  half  serious,  if  not  always  strong. 

But  we  make  no  pretensions  even  to  name  all  who  might  claina 
mention  in  any  formal  survey  of  the  literature  of  Fraser.  Our 
object  is  merely  to  touch  a  figiure  here  and  there  which  has  passed 
from  its  crowded  gallery,  and  awaits  the  award,  slow  but  discriminat- 
ing, which  at  length  comes  to  all  real  work.  There  are  other  names 
than  those  to  which  our  pen  has  naturally  turned — names  of  higher  if 
not  happier  import,  like  those  of  Mr.  J.  Stuart  Mill  and  Mr.  Buckle, 
both  of  whom  in  a  somewhat  later  time  contributed  to  its  pages.  The 
well-known  essay  of  the  former  on  *  Utilitarianism '  was  b^^n  in  the 
October  niunber  of  1861 ;  and  Mr.  Buckle  discoursed  characteristically 
three  years  earlier  on  the  *  Influence  of  Women  on  the  Progress  of 
Knowledge.'  Mr.  Mill's  essay  is  one  of  the  most  mature  productions  of 
his  pen,  in  which  he  sought  to  correct  the  imperfect  conceptions  which 
popularly  prevailed  of  the  utilitarian  theory;  but  neither  he  nor 
Mr.  Buckle  can  be  said  to  have  been  writers  on  the  staflF  of  Fraser^ 
Their  names  stand  on  too  distinct  an  elevation  by  themselves  to  be 
more  than  accidentally  identified  with  it. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show  how  distinguished  a  literary  career 
lies  behind  Fraaer  ;  and  if  it  were  right  to  speak  of  those  who  are 
still  living  whose  pens  have  brightened  many  past  numbers,  and  will, 
we  trust,  brighten  many  more  in  the  time  to  come,  we  could  have 
greatly  added  to  our  roll.  In  entering  on  still  another  phase  of  its 
career,  it  will  be  one  of  the  chief  aims  of  the  editor  to  main- 
tain and  extend  a  literary  reputation  already  historical.  Whatever 
else  a  magazine  may  do,  it  should  make  its  mark  on  the  literature  of 
its  time.  It  is  primarily  an  organ  of  literary  expression,  and  as  it 
carries  information,  enlightenment,  or  amusement  month  by  month 
into  the  homes  of  those  who  receive  it,  it  should  always  carry  the  one 
or  the  other  in  forms  graceful  and  lettered,  fitted  to  devate  the  taste 
and  quicken  the  intellectual  sentiment  of  all  readers.  There  may 
be  much  writing  needed  in  the  world  that  has  no  time  to  take  form 
or  polish ;  there  is  a  rough  and  vigorous  use  of  the  pen,  as  there  is  of 
speech,  that  may  be  highly  useful,  and  serve  its  purposes  all  the  better 
that  it  is  not  moulded  by  any  cunning  art.  But  it  is  the  widespread 
growth  of  a  higher  literary  feeling,  and  of  a  love  of  form  in  the 
expression  of  thought  and  instruction  of  allkinds,  that  makethedemand, 
as  they  form  the  best  justification  of  the  existence,  of  so  many  maga- 
zines and  reviews  in  a  time  like  ours. 

That  there  need  be  anything  superficial,  extravagant,  or  merely 
dissipating  in  periodical  literature,  we  are  not  prepared  to  admit. 
There  cannot  of  course  be  elaboration  in  the  same  degree  as  when  a 
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writer  sets  himself  to  treat  a  subject  in  an  independent  volume  to 
which  he  may  devote  years  of  study.  The  literature  of  the  month 
can  never  take  the  place  of  the  literature  of  self-choseji  and  studious 
leisure,  although  the  fact  that  so  many  bck)k8  of  even  the  first  rank 
have  been  b^^  and  carried  through  in  a  serial  form  during  the  last 
fifty  years  forbids  us  drawing  the  hasty  inference  that  there  is 
any  incompatibility  between  the  most  careful  preparation  and  the 
periodical  form  which  the  issue  of  a  book  may  take.  It  is  clearly 
only  a  question  of  the  mode  of  working  and  of  the  taste  of  the  public 
A  writer  may  spend  years  of  study  over  a  subject  which  he  ultimately 
concludes  to  publish  by  degrees  or  in  successive  instalments,  as  the 
public  cares  to  have  it.  If  there  is  danger  of  intellectual  dissipa- 
tion in  the  multiplicity  of  magazines  and  reviews,  it  may  be  a 
question  whether  the  minds  that  are  thus  dissipated  would  have  ever 
been  concentrated  on  graver  intellectual  tasks,  and  would  not  rather, 
many  of  them,  have  missed  all  opportunity  of  higher  excitement 
and  culture.  The  really  studious  mind  Imows  how  to  utilise  the 
literary  stimulus  of  the  hoiu:,  and  the  fragments  of  time  that  would 
otherwise  not  be  intellectualised  at  all,  without  losing  any  of  its 
hardy  fibre  or  giving  way  to  mere  dilettantism;  while  there  are 
possibly  hundreds  of  minds  that  would  not  get  any  stimulus  at 
all  save  for  the  attractions  of  our  periodical  literature. 

In  any  case  it  is  needless  to  regret  a  change  like  that  marked 
by  the  variety  and  abundance  of  this  literature.  Such  changes 
grow  out  of  many  circumstances  which  are  quite  beyond  the  control 
of  individual  opinion  ;  and  the  important  thing  is  not  to  try 
to  stem  a  current  which  flows  from  many  hidden  channels  con- 
nected with  the  advance  of  education  and  the  growth  of  civilisation, 
and  which,  therefore,  cannot  be  stenuned,  but  to  endeavour  to  make 
the  carrent  run  as  clearly  and  beneficially  as  we  can.  Let  its  course 
be  deepened  and  purified — ^let  it  run  bright  and  sparkling — let 
it  bear  along  with  it  not  merely  the  frivolities  of  the  hour  or  the 
conventionalisms  of  literary  fashion,  but  the  treasures  of  a  pure  and 
elevated  taste,  and  the  simplicities  that  come  from  the  study  of  past 
forms  of  literature  both  at  home  and  abroad.  A  literary  inspiration 
which  is  truly  cultured  will  be  also  wide  and  historical.  It  will 
come  from  no  school,  old  or  new,  but  from  the  stream  of  '  English 
pure  and  undefiled.'  Nothing  marks  the  decay  of  vitality  in 
literature,  as  in  all  other  forms  of  art,  more  readily  than  the  growth 
petty  schools,  whose  disciples  repeat  each  other's  tricks  of  thought 
and  style.  A  healthy  literature  must  always  be  a  broad  and  manly 
Uterature,  with  its  roots  in  many  fields  of  culture,  and  the  sap  of  a 
robust,  genial,  and  open-air  vitality  animating  all  its  branches. 

Not£ang  can  be  healthier  and  more  vital  than  the  early  Utera- 
ture of  Fraaer^s  JUdgazi/ne,  Its  chief  defect  may  be  said  to  lie 
in  its  excess  of  robust  animal  vitality.  It  is  not  merely  strong, 
but  uproarious.  It  smacks,  like  other  well-known  productions  of 
the  time,  of  the  humours  of  the  tavern  or  the  wine-room.  It 
quaffs  ambrosial  draughts,  and  indulges  in  riotous  guffaws.  The 
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time  has  passed  for  all  this ;  and  men  are  more  moderate,  oil  \he 
whole  more  subtle,  in  their  literary  humours,  as  they  are  more  tem- 
perate in  their  potations.  But  there  was  a  verve  and  directness 
in  this  old  exhilaration,  and  in  changing  the  form  it  is  very  desirable 
not  to  lose  the  spirit.  Our  pages,  we  trust,  will  sparkle  with  as 
much  life  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  and  as  clear  a  stream  of  manly 
and  humorous  thought  nm  through  them  as  before,  while  we  make 
no  attempt  to-  revive  the  mere  forms  of  past  literary  expression. 
The  great  aim  will  be  to  make  the  Magazine  throughout  an  organ 
of  the  best  and  brightest  thought  of  the  time  in  all  departments^  of 
the  Belles  Lettres.  We  may  not  be*  able  always  to  maintain  our 
ideal,  but  at  least  it  is  good  to  have  such  an  ideal,  and  we  shall 
try  to  reach  it  as  nearly  as  we  can.  Whatever  seems  excellent  in 
our  new  schools  of  literature,  art,  or  social  manners,  will  be  judged 
fairly ;  all  that  comes  before  us  will  be  judged  impartially  ;  but  no 
less  will  all  ridiculous  pretensions  and  exclusiveness,  old  or  new,  be 
unsparingly  exposed.  A  criticism  which  would  educate  public  taste 
must  not  spare  the  rod  over  unreasonable  folly,  immoral  affectations, 
or  fashionable  laxities  of  any  kind,  while  it  encourages  all  that  is  aspir- 
ing and  high-minded  and  free  with  a  manly  and  ordered  freedom. 

The  Fraser  of  Dr.  Maginn  and  'Father  Prout'  had  a  special 
reputation  for  the  spirit  and  brilliancy  of  its  translations  from  ancient 
and  foreign  languages.  It  will  try  in  the  future  to  emulate  its  old 
reputation  in  this  respect,  and  the  present  time  is  in  some  ways 
peculiarly  favourable  for  such  an  effort.  Some  of  the  most  successful 
pens  in  the  art  of  translation  have  been  placed  at  our  disposal,  and 
will  from  time  to  time  enliven  our  pages. 

In  higher  speculation  —  whether  philosophical,  theological,  or 
political — Fraser  will  continue  to  be,  as  it  has  long  been,  genuinely 
liberal.  There  is  no  novelty  of  thought,  however  daring,  which  will 
be  repelled  for  its  audacity ;  but  neither  will  mere  audacity  furnish  any 
claim  to  recognition.  Its  pages  will  be  open  to  free  inquiry  and  the 
most  thorough  handling  of  modem  questions,  but  it  will  leave  the 
interlocutory  treatment  of  these  questions  to  other  organs,  and  will 
aim  at  a  consistent  and  enlightened  advocacy  of  what  it  conceives  to 
be  the  true  and  rational  lines  of  advance  here  as  elsewhere.  While 
satisfied  that  the  past  forms  of  religious,  ethical,  and  constitutional- 
tradition  must  be  greatly  modified  in  the  light  of  the  modem  historical 
method  and  the  more  critical  canons  of  judgment  which  it  pre- 
scribes, its  special  aim  will  be  to  show  that  real  progress  everywhere 
must  be  by  development,  and  not  by  reversal,  of  the  beliefs  of  the 
past.  There  is  ne  subject  which  a  candid  and  liberal  mind  <s9Xi  plaee 
beyond  the  pale  of  criticism  or  the  ingenuity  of  modem  investigation, 
but  there  are  subjects  which  can  only  be  handled  with  any  good 
result  when  handled  in  a  spirit  of  reverence  and  undeviating  respect. 
Nothing  is  less  helpftd  than  the  cold  insolence  of  a  logic  which 
reftises  to  acknowledge  everytiiing  which  its  fingers  cannot  touch — 
which  converts  its  own  negations  into  postulates  of  belief — ^and 
supposes  that  trath  is  to  be  advanced  by  stripping  bare  to  the  bone 
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all  the  venerable  compromises  of  ancient  feith.  The  spirit  of  the 
Magazine  will  be  quite  opposite  to  this — assured  as  we  are  that  the 
social  and  industrial  life  of  modem  civilisation  must  rest  on  moral 
foiindati<ms,  and  that  there  can  be  no  permanent  morality  fitted  to 
lay  an  arrest  on  human  passion  and  purify  the  sources  of  society, 
which  is  not  ba^  on  historical  religion.  This  line  will  guide  sdl 
our  treatment  of  religious  questions — it  is  right  to  say  so  much — ^but 
these  questions  will  not  occupy  any  new  prominence  in  our  pages. 

Fraser  has  always  in  the  past  freely  discussed  religious  and  eccle- 
siastical questions,  and,  curiously  enough,  Scotch  ecclesiastical  mat- 
ters have  been,  not  only  in  the  stirring  years  of  1 841,  '42,  and  '43,  but 
in  recent  years,  quite  a  special  feature  of  the  Magazine,  as  many  of  its 
readers  will  be  able  to  recall.  In  so  feir  as  such  matters  assume  in 
the  future,  as  they  have  sometimes  done  in  the  past,  national  sig- 
nificance, they  will  continue  to  receive  attention,  and  be  discussed  in 
the  same  vigorous  spirit  of  enlightened  and  constitutional  freedom. 
It  will  advocate  both  religious  and  ecclesiastical  progress  and  the 
institutions  which  seem  most  likely  to  guide  and  embody  this 
progress ;  but  it  will  in  no  sense  be  an  organ  of  sectarian  opinion,  on 
the  right  hand  or  the  left.  It  will  deal  with  all  such  questions — in 
speculation  as  in  literature — from  a  truly  national  and  catholic  point 
of  view,  and  carry  them,  if  possible,  into  a  region  of  principles  in 
which  extremes  on  the  one  side*and  the  other  may  see  that  they  have 
roots  of  aflBnity  as  well  as  developments  of  diflference. 

In  practical  politics  Fraser  will  be  identified  with  the  great 
interests  professed  by  the  Liberal  party,  and  the  ^  broad  and  generous 
creed '  which  has  enabled  it  to  confer  so  many  benefits  on  the  Empire. 
But  here,  as  in  other  respects,  it  will  deal  with  principles  and  mea- 
sures rather  than  with  men  or  parties.  This  was  its  declared 
attitude  so  fax  back  as  1849,  and  even  in  the  original  '  Confession  of 
Faith'  with  which  it  commenced  its  career  in  February  1830.  'It 
will  he  seen  from  that  document,'  says  the  Editor  in  his  ^  Happy 
New  Year'  of  1849  already  quoted — 

tJiat  we  undertook  to  bolster  up  no  faction ;  to  pin  our  £uth  to  no  man, 
nor  any  set  of  men ;  to  support  to  the  best  of  our  ability  the  established 
institutions  of  the  country ;  and  to  deal  with  every  public  meamue,  as  it 
came  before  us,  strictly  according  to  its  mmts.  .  .  .  Our  tone  has  never 
varied  since.  We  want  honest  men,  true  men,  men  of  far-seeing  and  com- 
prehensive minds,  to  rule  over  us. 

We  may  echo  these  sentences  now;  their  spirit  is  sound  and 
good — although  we  apply  them  in  a  manner  diflferent  firom  that 
in  which  the  early  conductors  of  the  Magazine  did.  In  the  ^litical 
conflicts  of  a  time  like  ours,  where  tendencies  on  both  sides  are 
sometimes  so  strangely  intermixed,  it  is  especially  necessary  to 
look  at  measures  rather  than  at  men,  and  to  watch  carefully  the 
springs  that  move  political  action.  A  true  Liberalism,  which  looks 
to  the  future  and  all  the  higher  interests  of  our  national  life  and 
society^  cannot  afford  to  repeat  the  conunonplaces  either  of  Ctovem- 
moit  or  of  Opposition.    It  must  examine  questions  in  a  compre- 
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hensive  manner,  and  in  an  atmosphere  as  far  as  possible  cleared  £rom 
the  jealous  passions  of  the  hour.  It  must,  above  all,  be  servile  to  no 
mere  party  watchwords,  nor  personal  names  however  distinguished 
or  even  deserving  of  distinction.  Of  all  the  forms  of  politick  dog- 
matism, none  is  less  worthy  of  thoughtful  and  wise  men  than  to  turn 
any  mere  personal  utterance  into  a  test  of  true  opinion,  or  of  a  right 
line  of  action  in  any  direction  whatever.  And  there  never  was  a 
time  in  our  political  history  when  such  dogmatism  was  less  warranted. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  Fraaer  may  con- 
tinue to  be  especially  useful  in  interpreting  to  the  English  mind 
phases  both  of  Scottish  and  Irish  national  sentiment  which  enter 
into  the  common  political  life  of  the  three  kingdoms,  and  not  un- 
frequently  lead  to  definite  results  by  no  means  readily  intelligible  to 
the  mere  English  politician.  It  is  strange,  in  some  respects,  how 
little  the  three  nationalities — Abound  together  for  ever  for  all  Imperial 
purposes — sometimes  understand  one  another  in  politics  as  in  other 
things.  It  is  particularly  strange  how  little  is  understood  of  Scot- 
land or  its  characteristic  institutions  by  some  who  yet  traverse  it 
from  end  to  end  for  their  autimm  amusement.  Even  intelligent  and 
sympathetic  critics,  who  do  their  best,  ofben  mistake  phenomena  of 
the  simplest  kind  or  read  them  from  an  angle  where  they  are  only 
half  seen.  The  same  is  true  in  no  small  degree  of  Ireland,  and  true 
also  of  many  of  the  social  and  political  features  of  our  Colonies.  Such 
ignorance  reflects  injuriously  on  our  national  history ;  it  is  inimical 
to  the  harmonious  development  of  national  civilisation.  If  Fraaer 
can  contribute  to  disperse  remaining  ignorance  of  this  kind,  and 
to  interpret  whatever  is  true,  well-founded,  and  influential  in  the 
characteristic  national  feelings  of  the  several  portions  of  the  Empire 
in  relation  to  one  another,  it  will  accomplish  a  useful  political  as 
well  as  social  task. 

We  have  said  enough  as  to  our  aims.  It  seemed  necessary  ta 
say  so  much,  and  to  bind  the  epochs  of  the  Magazine  together  in 
a  short  survey  before  setting  out  on  a  new  course.  But  we  know  very 
well  that  it  is  not  our  promise,  but  our  performance,  by  which  we 
shall  be  judged.  We  are  content  to  await  that  judgment,  and  to 
leave  our  success  to  a  discerning  public. 

Many  younger  rivals  have  appeared  since  JVcwer'a  Magazine  waa 
first  launched  on  its  literary  career.  One  which  preceded  it  by  four- 
teen years  still  flourishes  in  undiminished  vigour.  *  Begina '  bears 
no  envy,  as  she  has  no  fear  in  her  heart,  towards  all  this  race  of  com- 
petitors. She  is  ready  especially  to  repeat  the  warm  wish  expressed 
in  an  old  number,®  that  '  her  elder  sister  Maga '  may  still  have  *  a 
long  and  prosperous  continuation  of  existence.'  The  gain  of  others 
is  not  her  loss.  She  ventures  to  put  forth  on  a  new  voyage,  and  aa 
she  has  already  many  able  and  brilliant  hands  on  board,  we  trust  and 
believe  that  her  voyage  will  be  prosperous.  If  she  deserves  success^ 
she  will  be  sure  to  find  it. 


*  October  1855,  in  a  review  of  the  Nootei  Ambrosiana. 
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Chaptbr  I. 

HEADSTBONG  AND  HEADLONG. 

Fab  from  any  house,  or  hut,  in  the  depth  of  dreary  moorland,  a 
road,  unfenced  and  almost  unformed,  descends  to  a  rapid  river.  The 
crossing  is  called  the  *  Seven  Corpse  Ford,'  because  a  large  party 
of  farmers,  riding  homeward  from  Middleton,  banded  togeSber  and 
perhaps  well-primed  through  fear  of  a  famous  highwajmaan,  came  down 
to  this  place  on  a  foggy  evening,  after  heavy  rainfall.  One  of  the 
company  set  before  them  what  the  power  of  the  water  was,  but  they 
laughed  at  him  and  spurred  into  it,  and  one  alone  spurred  out  of  it. 
Whether  taken  with  fright,  or  with  too  much  courage,  they  laid  hold 
of  one  another,  and  seven  out  of  eight  of  them,  all  large  farmers,  and 
thoroughly  understanding  land,  came  never  upon  it  aUve  again ;  and 
their  bodies,  being  found  upon  the  ridge  that  cast  them  up,  gave  a 
dismal  name  to  a  place  that  never  was  merry  in  the  best  of  weather. 

However,  worse  things  than  this  had  happened;  and  the  country  is 
not  chary  of  its  living,  though  apt  to  be  scared  of  its  dead ;  and  so  the 
ford  came  into  use  again,  with  a  little  attempt  at  improvement.  For 
those  farmers  being  beyond  recall,  and  their  families  hard  to  provide 
for,  Richard  Yordas  of  Scargate  Hall,  the  chief  owner  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, set  a  long  heavy  stone  up  on  either  brink,  and  stretched  a 
strong  chain  between  them  ;  not  only  to  mark  out  the  course  of  the 
shallow,  whose  shelf  is  askew  to  the  channel,  but  also  that  any  one 
being  washed  away  might  fetch  up,  and  feel  how  to  save  himself. 
For  the  Tees  is  a  violent  water  sometimes,  and  the  safest  way  to 
cross  it  is  to  go  on  till  you  come  to  a  good  stone  bridge. 

Now  forty  years  after  that  sad  destruction  of  brave  but  not  well- 
guided  men,  and  thirty  years  after  the  chain  was  fixed,  that  their  sons 
might  not  go  after  them,  another  thing  happened  at  ^  Seven  Corpse 
Ford,  *  worse  than  the  drowning  of  the  farmers.  Or,  at  any  rate,  it 
made  more  stir  (which  is  of  wider  spread  than  sorrow)  because  of  the 
eminence  of  the  man,  and  the  length  and  width  of  his  property. 
Neither  could  any  one  at  first  believe  in  so  quiet  an  end  to  so  turbu- 
lent a  course.  Nevertheless  it  came  to  pass,  as  lightly  as  if  he  were 
a  reed  or  a  bubble  of  the  river  that  belonged  to  him. 

It  was  upon  a  gentle  evening,  a  few  days  after  Michaelmas  of  1777. 
No  flood  was  in  the  river  then,  and  no  fog  on  the  moorland,  only  the 
usual  course  of  time,  keeping  the  silent  company  of  stars.  The  yoimg 
moon  was  down,  and  the  hover  of  the  sky  (in  doubt  of  various  lights) 
was  gone,  and  the  equar  spread  of  obscurity  soothed  the  eyes  of  any 
reasonable  man. 
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But  the  mau  rode  down  to  the  river  that  night  had  little  love 
of  reason.  Headstrong  chief  of  a  headlong  race,  no  will  must  depart 
a  hair's  breadth  from  his  ;  and  fifty  years  of  arrogant  port  had  stiflFened 
a  neck  too  stiflF  at  birth.  Even  now  in  the  dim  light  his  large 
square  form  stood  out  against  the  sky,  like  a  cromlech,  and  his  heavy 
arms  swung  like  gnarled  boughs  of  oak,  for  a  storm  of  wrath  was 
moving  him.  In  his  youth  he  had  rebelled  against  his  father ;  and 
now  his  own  son  was  a  rebel  to  him. 

^  Good,  my  boy,  good ! '  he  said  within  his  grizzled  beard,  while  his 
eyes  shone  with  fire,  like  the  flints  beneath  his  horse ;  '  you  have  had 
your  own  way,  have  you,  then  ?  But  never  shall  you  step  upon  an 
acre  of  your  own,  and  your  timber  shall  be  the  gallows.  Done,  my 
boy,  once  and  for  ever.' 

Philip,  the  squire,  the  son  of  Richard,  and  fether  of  Duncan 
Yordas,  with  fierce  satisfaction  struck  the  bosom  of  his  heavy  Brad- 
ford riding-coat,  and  the  crackle  of  parchment  replied  to  the  blow, 
while  with  the  other  hand  he  drew  rein  on  the  brink  of  the  Tees 
diding  rapidly. 

The  water  was  dark  with  the  twinkle  of  the  stars,  and  wide  with 
the  vapour  of  the  vaUey;  but  Philip  Yordas  in  the  rage  of  triumph 
laughed  and  spurred  his  reflecting  horse. 

^  Fool ! '  he  cried  without  an  oath — no  Yordas  ever  used  an  oath, 
except  in  playful  moments — 'fool!  what  fear  you?  There  hangs 
my  respected  father's  chain.  Ah,  he  was  something  like  a  man! 
Had  I  ever  dared  to  flout  him  so,  he  would  have  hanged  me  with  it.' 

Wild  with  his  wrong,  he  struck  the  rowel  deep  into  the  flank  of 
his  wading  horse,  and  in  scorn  of  the  depth  drove  him  up  the  river. 
The  shoulders  of  the  swinmiing  horse  broke  the  swirling  water,  as  he 
panted  and  snorted  against  it ;  and  if  Philip  Yordas  had  drawn  back 
at  once,  he  might  even  now  have  crossed  safely.  But  the  fury  of 
his  blood  was  up,  the  stronger  the  torrent  the  fiercer  his  will,  and 
the  fight  between  passion  and  power  went  on.  The  poor  horse  was 
fain  to  swerve  back  at  last ;  but  he  struck  him  on  the  head  with  a 
carabine,  and  shouted  to  the  torrent, — 

'Drown  me,  if  you  can.  My  father  used  to  say  that  I  was  never 
born  to  drown.  My  own  water  drown  me !  That  would  be  a  little 
too  much  insolence.' 

'  Too  much  insolence'  were  his  last  words.  The  strength  of  the 
horse  was  exhausted.  The  beat  of  his  legs  grew  short  and  faint,  the 
white  of  his  eyes  rolled  piteously,  and  the  giurgle  of  his  breath  subsided. 
His  heavy  head  dropped  under  water,  and  his  sodden  crest  rolled  over, 
like  seaweed  where  a  wave  breaks.  The  stream  had  him  all  at  its 
mercy,  and  showed  no  more  than  his  savage  master  had,  but  swept 
him  a  wallowing  lump  away,  and  over  the  reef  of  the  crossing.  With 
both  feet  locked  in  the  twisted  stirrups,  and  right  arm  broken  at  the 
elbow,  the  rider  was  swung  (like  the  mast  of  a  wreck)  and  flung  with 
liis  head  upon  his  father's  chain.  There  he  was  held  by  his  great 
square  chin — ^for  the  jar  of  his  backbone  stunned  him — and  the  weight 
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of  the  swept-away  horse  broke  the  neck  which  never  had  been  known 
to  bend.  In  the  morning  a  peasant  found  him  there,  not  drowned 
but  hanged,  with  eyes  wide  open,  a  swaying  corpse  upon  a  creaking 
chain.  So  his  father  (though  long  in  the  grave)  was  his  death,  as 
he  had  often  promised  to  be  to  him ;  while  he  (with  the  habit  of  his 
race)  clutched  fest,  with  dead  hand  on  dead  bosom,  the  instrument 
securing  the  starvation  of  his  son. 

Of  the  Yordas  family  truly  was  it  said,  that  the  will  of  God  was 
nothing  to  their  will — as  long  as  the  latter  lasted — and  that  every 
man  of  them  scorned  all  Testament,  old  or  new,  except  his  own. 


Chapter  II. 

SCABQATE  HALL. 

Neablt  twenty-four  years  had  passed  since  Philip  Yordas  was  carried 
to  his  last  (as  well  as  his  first)  repose,  and  Scargate  Hall  had  enjoyed 
some  rest  from  the  turbulence  of  owners.  For  as  soon  as  Duncan 
(Philip's  son,  whose  marriage  had  maddened  his  father)  was  clearly 
apprised  by  the  late  squire's  lawyer  of  his  disinheritance,  he  collected 
his  own  little  money  and  his  wife's,  and  set  sail  for  India.  His 
mother,  a  Scotchwoman  of  good  birth,  but  evil  fortunes,  had  left  him 
something ;  and  his  bride  (the  daughter  of  his  father's  greatest  foe) 
was  not  altogether  empty-handed.  His  sisters  were  forbidden  by  the 
will  to  help  him  with  a  single  penny ;  and  Philippa,  the  elder,  declar- 
ing and  believing  that  Duncan  had  killed  her  father,  strictly  obeyed 
the  injimction.  But  Eliza,  being  of  a  softer  kind,  and  herself  then 
in  love  with  Captain  Camaby,  would  gladly  have  aided  her  only 
brother,  but  for  his  stern  refusal.  In  such  a  case,  a  more  gentle  nature 
than  ever  endowed  a  Yordas  might  have  grown  hardened  and  bitter ; 
and  Duncan,  being  of  true  Yordas  fibre  (thickened  and  tou^ened 
with  slower  Scotch  sap)  was  not  of  the  sort  to  be  ousted  lightly,  and 
grow  at  the  feet  of  his  supplanters. 

Therefore  he  cast  himself  on  the  winds,  in  search  of  fairer  soil, 
and  was  not  heard  of  in  his  native  land ;  and  Scargate  Hall  and  estates 
were  held  by  the  sisters  in  joint-tenancy,  with  remainder  to  the  first 
son  bom  of  whichever  it  might  be  of  them.  And  this  was  so  worded 
through  the  hurry  of  their  &ther  to  get  some  one  established  in  the 
place  of  his  own  son. 

But  from  paltry  passions,  turn  away  a  little  while  to  the  things 
which  excite,  but  are  not  excited  by  them. 

Scargate  HaU  stands,  high  and  old,  in  the  wildest  and  most 
rugged  part  of  the  wild  and  rough  North  Eiding.  Many  are  the 
tales  about  it,  in  the  few  and  humble  cots,  scattered  in  the  modest 
distance,  mainly  to  look  up  at  it.  In  spring  and  summer,  of  the  years 
that  have  any,  the  height  and  the  air  are  not  only  fine,  but  even  fair 
and  pleasant.    So  do  the  shadows  and  the  sunshine  wander,  elbowing 
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into  one  another  on  the  moor,  and  so  does  the  glance  of  smiling 
foliage  soothe  the  austerity  of  crag  and  scaur.  At  such  time  also,  the 
restless  torrent  (whose  fiiry  has  driven  content  away  through  many  a 
short  day  and  long  night)  is  not  in  such  desperate  hurry  to  bury  its 
troubles  in  the  breast  of  Tees,  but  spreads  them  in  language  that 
sparkles  to  the  sun,  or  even  makes  leisure  to  turn  into  comers  of 
deep  brown  study  about  the  people  on  its  banks— especially  perhaps 
the  miller. 

But  never  had  this  impetuous  water  more  reason  to  stop  and 
reflect  upon  people  of  greater  importance,  who  called  it  their  own, 
than  now  when  it  was  at  the  lowest  of  itself,  in  August  of  the 
year  1801. 

From  time  beyond  date  the  race  of  Yordas  had  owned  and 
inhabited  this  old  place.  From  them  the  river,  and  the  river's 
valley,  and  the  mountain  of  its  birth,  took  name,  or  else  perhaps  gave 
name  to  them,  for  the  history  of  the  giant  Yordas  still  remains  to  be 
written,  and  the  materials  are  scanty.  His  present  descendants  did 
not  care  an  old  song  for  his  memory,  even  if  he  ever  had  existence  to 
produce  it.  Piety  (whether  in  the  Latin  sense  or  English)  never 
had  marked  them  for  her  own ;  their  days  were  long  in  the  land, 
through  a  long  inactivity  of  the  Decalogue. 

And  yet  in  some  manner  this  lawless  race  had  been  as  a  law  to 
itself  throughout.  From  age  to  age  came  certain  gifts  and  certain 
ways  of  management,  which  saved  the  family  life  from  falling  out  of 
rank  and  land  and  lot.  From  deadly  feuds,  exhausting  suits,  and 
ruinous  profusion,  when  all  appeared  lost,  there  had  always  risen  a  mau 
of  direct  lineal  stock,  to  retrieve  the  estates  and  reprieve  the  name. 
And  what  is  still  more  conducive  to  the  longevity  of  families,  no 
member  had  appeared  as  yet  of  a  power  too  large  and  an  aim  too  lofty, 
whose  eminence  must  be  cut  short  with  axe,  outlawry,  and  attainder. 
Therefore  there  ever  had  been  a  Yordas,  good  or  bad  (and  by  his  own 
showing  more  often  of  the  latter  kind),  to  stand  before  heaven,  and 
hold  the  land,  and  harass  them  that  dwelt  thereon.  But  now  at  last 
the  world  seemed  to  be  threatened  with  the  extinction  of  a  fine 
old  name. 

When  Squire  Philip  died  in  the  river,  as  above  recorded,  his 
death,  from  one  point  of  view,  was  dry,  since  nobody  shed  a  tear  for 
him,  imless  it  was  his  child  Eliza.  StiU  he  was  missed  and  lamented 
in  speech,  and  even  in  eloquent  speeches,  having  been  a  very  strong 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  as  well  as  the  foremost  of  riotous  gentlemen 
keeping  the  order  of  the  county.  He  stood  above  them  in  his  firm 
resolve  to  have  his  own  way  always,  and  his  way  was  so  crooked  that 
the  difliculty  was  to  get  out  of  it  and  let  him  have  it.  And  when 
he  was  dead,  it  was  either  too  good  or  too  bad  to  believe  in ;  and  even 
after  he  was  buried  it  was  held  that  this  might  be  only  another  of 
his  tricks. 

But  after  his  ghost  had  been  seen  repeatedly,  sitting  on  the  chain 
and  swearing,  it  began  to  be  known  that  he  was  gone  indeed,  and  the 
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relief  aflForded  by  his  absence  endeared  him  to  sad  memory.  More- 
over, his  good  successors  enhanced  the  relish  of  scandal  about  him, 
by  seeming  themselves  always  so  dry,  distant,  and  imimpeachable. 
Especially  so  did  *  My  Lady  Philippa,'  as  the  elder  daughter  was 
called  by  all  the  tenants  and  dependants,  though  the  family  now 
held  no  title  of  honour. 

Mistress  Yordas,  as  she  was  more  correctly  styled  by  usage  of  the 
period,  was  a  maiden  lady  of  fine  presence,  unencumbered  as  yet  by 
weight  of  years,  and  only  dignified  thereby.  Stately,  and  straight, 
and  substantial  of  figure,  firm  but  not  coarse  of  feature,  she  had 
reached  her  forty-fifth  year  without  an  ailment  or  a  wrinkle.  Her 
eyes  were  steadfast,  clear,  and  bright,  well  able  to  second  her  dis- 
tinct calm  voice,  and  handsome  still,  though  their  deep  blue  had 
waned  into  a  quiet,  impenetrable  grey  ;  while  her  broad  clear  forehead, 
straight  nose,  and  red  lips  might  well  be  considered  as  comely  as  ever, 
at  least  by  those  who  loved  her.  Of  these,  however,  there  were  not 
many ;  and  she  was  content  to  have  it  so. 

Mrs.  Camaby,  the  younger  sister,  would  not  have  been  content  to 
have  it  so.  Though  not  of  the  weak  lot  which  is  enfeoficd  to  popu- 
larity, she  liked  to  be  regarded  kindly,  and  would  rather  win  a  smile 
than  exact  a  curtsey.  Continually  it  was  said  of  her  that  she  was  no 
genuine  Yordas,  though  really  she  had  the  pride,  and  all  the  stub- 
bornness of  that  race,  enlarged  perhaps,  but  little  weakened,  by 
severe  afflictions.  This  lady  had  lost  a  beloved  husband.  Colonel 
Camaby,  killed  in  battle ;  and  after  that  four  children  of  the  five 
she  had  been  so  proud  of.  And  the  waters  of  affliction  had  not 
turned  to  bitterness  in  her  soul. 

Concerning  the  outward  part — which  matters  more  than  the- 
inward,  at  first  hand — Mrs.  Carnaby  had  no  reason  to  complain  of 
fortune.  She  had  started  well  as  a  very  fine  baby,  and  grown  up 
well  into  a  lovely  maiden,  passing  through  wedlock  into  a  sightly 
matron,  gentle,  fair,  and  showing  reason.  For  generations  it  had 
come  to  pass  that  those  of  the  Yordas  race  who  deserved  to  be  cut 
off  for  their  doings  out  of  doors  were  followed  by  ladies  of  decorum, 
self-restraint,  and  regard  for  their  neighbour's  landmark.  And  so 
it  was  now  with  these  two  ladies,  the  handsome  Philippa  and  the  fair 
Eliza  leading  a  peaceful  and  reputable  life,  and  carefully  studying 
their  rent-roll. 

It  was  not,  however,  in  the  fitness  of  things  that  quiet  should  reign 
at  Scargate  Hall  for  a  quarter  of  a  century;  and  one  strong  element  of 
disturbance  grew  already  manifest.  Under  the  will  of  Squire  Philip 
the  heir  apparent  was  the  one  surviving  child  of  Mrs.  Camaby. 

If  ever  a  mortal  life  was  saved  by  dint  of  sleepless  care,  warm 
coddling,  and  perpetual  doctoring,  it  was  the  precious  life  of  Master 
Lancelot  Yordas  Camaby.  In  him  all  the  mischief  of  his  race 
revived,  without  the  strong  substance  to  carry  it  off.  Though  his 
parents  were  healthy  and  vigorous,  he  was  of  weakly  constitution, 
which  would  not  have  been  half  so  dangerous  to  him,  if  his  mind 

NO.  595.     (no.  axv.  H.S.)  0 


Digitized  by  Google 


I8 


Mary  Anerley.  [juiy 


also  had  been  weakly.  But  his  mind  (or  at  any  rate  that  rudiment 
thereof  which  appears  in  the  shape  of  self-will  even  before  the  teeth 
appear)  was  a  piece  of  muscular  contortion,  tough  as  oak,  and  hard 
as  iron.  *  Pet '  was  his  name  with  his  mother  and  his  aimt ;  and 
his  enemies  (being  the  rest  of  mankind)  said  that  pet  was  his  name 
and  his  nature. 

For  this  dear  child  could  brook  no  denial,  no  slow  submission  to 
his  wishes ;  whatever  he  wanted  must  come  in  a  moment,  punctual 
as  an  echo.  In  him  reappeared  not  the  stubbornness  only,  but  also 
the  keen  ingenuity  of  Yordas  in  finding  out  the  very  tldng  that 
never  should  be  done,  and  then  the  unerring  perception  of  the  way 
in  which  it  could  be  done  most  noxiously.  Yet  any  one  looking 
at  his  eyes  would  think  how  tender  and  bright  must  his  nature  be  ! 
'  He  favoureth  his  fore-elders ;  how  can  he  help  it  ? '  kind  people 
exclaimed,  when  they  knew  him.  And  the  servants  of  the  house 
excused  themselves  when  condemned  for  putting  up  with  him,  ^  Naa, 
ye  dwan't  knaw  t*  yoong  maaster.  He's  that  fratchy  and  auld- 
farrand  he  mun  gan'  's  own  gaat,  if  ye  weant  chawk  him.' 

Being  too  valuable  to  be  choked,  he  got  his  own  way  always. 


Chapter  III. 

A  DISAPPOINTINa  APPOINTMENT. 

For  the  sake  of  Pet  Camaby  and  of  themselves,  the  ladies  of  the 
house  were  disquieted  now,  in  the  first  summer  weather  of  a  changeful 
year,  the  year  of  our  Lord  i8oi.  And  their  trouble  arose  as  follows : — 

There  had  long  been  a  question  between  the  sisters  and  Sir 
Walter  Camaby,  brother  of  the  late  colonel,  about  an  exchange  of 
outlying  land,  which  would  have  to  be  ratified  by  '  Pet '  hereafter. 
Terms  being  settled  and  agreement  signed,  the  lawyers  fell  to  at 
the  linked  sweetness  of  deducing  title.  The  abstract  of  the  Yordas 
title  was  nearly  as  big  as  the  parish  Bible,  so  in  and  out  had  their 
dealings  been,  and  so  intricate  their  pugnacity. 

Among  the  many  other  of  the  Yordas  freaks  was  a  fatuous  and 
generally  fatal  one.  For  the  slightest  miscarriage  they  discharged 
their  lawyer,  and  leaped  into  the  oflBce  of  a  new  one!  Has  any 
man  moved  in  the  affairs  of  men,  with  a  grain  of  common  sense,  or 
half  a  pennyweight  of  experience,  without  being  taught  that  an 
old  tenter-hook  sits  easier  to  him  than  a  new  one  ?  And  not  only 
that,  but  in  shifting  his  quarters  he  may  leave  some  truly  funda- 
mental thing  behind. 

Old  Mr.  Jellicorse,  of  Middleton  in  Teesdale,  had  won  golden 
opinions  everywhere.  He  was  an  uncommonly  honest  lawyer,  highly 
incapable  of  almost  any  trick,  and  lofty  in  his  view  of  things,  when 
his  side  of  them  was  the  legal  one.  He  had  a  large  collection 
of  those  interesting  boxes  which  are  to  a  lawyer  and  his  family 
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better  than  caskets  of  silver  and  gold ;  and  especially  were  his 
shelves  furnished  with  what  might  be  called  the  library  of  the 
Scargate  title-deeds.  He  had  been  proud  to  take  charge  of  these 
nearly  thirty  years  ago,  and  had  married  on  the  strengfti  of  them, 
tiiough  warned  by  the  rival  from  whom  they  were  wrested  that  he 
must  not  hope  to  keep  them  long.  However,  through  the  peaceful 
incumbency  of  ladies,  they  remained  in  his  office  all  those  years. 

This  was  the  gentleman  who  had  drawn  and  legally  sped  to  its 
purport  the  will  of  the  lamented  Squire  Philip ;  who  refused  very 
clearly  to  leave  it,  and  took  horse  to  flourish  it  at  his  rebellious  son. 
Mr.  Jellicorse  had  done  the  utmost,  as  behoved  him,  against  that 
rancorous  testament;  but  meeting  with  silence  more  savage  than 
words,  and  a  bow  to  depart,  he  had  yielded ;  and  the  Squire  stamped 
about  the  room  until  his  job  was  finished. 

A  fact  accomplished,  whether  good  or  bad,  improves  in  character 
with  every  revolution  of  this  little  world  aroimd  the  sun,  that  heavenly 
example  of  subservience.  And  now  Mr.  Jellicorse  was  well  con- 
vinced, as  nothing  had  occurred  to  disturb  that  will,  and  the  life  of 
the  testator  had  been  sacrificed  to  it,  and  the  devisees  under  it 
were  his  own  good  clients,  and  some  of  his  finest  turns  of  words 
were  in  it,  and  the  preparation,  execution,  and  attestation,  in  an  hour 
and  ten  minutes  of  the  office  clock,  had  never  been  equalled  in 
Yorkshire  before,  and  perhaps  never  honestly  in  London — taking 
all  these  things  into  conscious  or  unconscious  balance,  Mr.  Jellicorse 
grew  into  the  clear  conviction  that  '  righteous  and  wise '  were  the 
words  to  be  used  whenever  this  will  was  spoken  of. 

With  pleasant  remembrance  of  the  starveling  fees  wherewith  he 
used  to  charge  the  public,  ere  ever  his  golden  spurs  were  won,  the 
prosperous  lawyer  now  began  to  run  his  eye  through  a  duplicate 
of  an  abstract  furnished  upon  some  little  sale  about  forty  years 
before.  This  would  form  the  basis  of  the  abstract  now  to  be 
furnished  to  Sir  Walter  Carnaby,  with  little  to  be  added  but  the  will 
of  Philip  Yordas,  and  statement  of  facts  to  be  verified.  Mr.  Jelli- 
corse was  fat,  but  very  active  still ;  he  liked  good  living,  but  he  liked 
to  earn  it,  and  could  not  sit  down  to  his  dinner  without  feeling  that 
he  had  helped  the  Lord  to  provide  these  mercies.  He  carried  a 
pencil  on  his  chain,  and  liked  to  use  it  ere  ever  he  began  with  knife 
and  fork.  For  the  young  men  in  the  office,  as  he  always  said,  knew 
nothing. 

The  day  was  very  bright  and  clear,  and  the  sun  shone  through 
soft  lilac  leaves  on  more  important  folios,  while  Mr.  Jellicorse,  with 
happy  sniflFs — for  his  dinner  was  roasting  in  the  distance — drew  a 
single  line  here,  or  a  double  line  there,  or  a  gable  on  the  margin  of 
the  paper,  to  show  his  head  clerk  what  to  cite,  and  in  what  letters, 
and  what  to  omit,  in  the  abstract  to  be  rendered.  For  the  good 
solicitor  had  spent  some  time  in  the  chambers  of  a  famous  convey- 
ancer in  London,  and  prided  himself  upon  deducing  title,  directly,  ex- 
haustively, and  yet  tersely — in  one  word,  scientifically,  and  not  as  the 
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mere  quill-driver.  The  title  to  the  hereditaments  now  to  be  given  in 
exchange  went  back  for  many  generations ;  but  as  the  deeds  were 
not  to  pass,  Mr.  Jellicorse,  like  an  honest  man,  drew  a  line  across, 
and  made  a  star  at  one  quite  old  enough  to  begin  with,  in  which  the 
little  moorland  farm  in  treaty  now  was  specified.  With  hum  and  ha  of 
satisfaction  he  came  down  the  records,  as  far  as  the  settlement  made 
upon  the  marriage  of  Richard  Yordas  of  Scargate  Hall,  Esquire,  and 
Eleanor,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Fursan  de  Roos.  This  document 
created  no  entail,  for  strict  settlements  had  never  been  the  manner 
of  the  race,  but  the  property  assured  in  trust,  to  satisfy  the  jointure, 
was  then  declared  subject  to  joint  and  surviving  powers  of  appoint- 
ment limited  to  the  issue  of  the  marriage,  with  remainder  to  the  uses 
of  the  will  of  the  aforesaid  Richard  Yordas,  or,  failing  such  will,  to 
his  right  heirs  for  ever. 

All  this  was  usual  enough,  and  Mr.  Jellicorse  heeded  it  little, 
having  never  heard  of  any  appointment,  and  knowing  that  Richard, 
the  grandfather  of  his  clients,  had  died,  as  became  a  true  Yordas,  in 
a  fit  of  fury  with  a  poor  tenant,  intestate,  as  well  as  unrepentant. 
The  lawyer,  being  a  slightly  pious  man,  aflForded  a  little  sigh  to  this 
remembrance,  and  lifted  his  finger  to  turn  the  leaf,  but  the  leaf 
stuck  a  moment,  and  the  paper  being  raised  at  the  very  best  angle  to 
the  sun,  he  saw,  or  seemed  to  see,  a  faint  red  line,  just  over  against 
that  appointment  clause.  And  then  the  yellow  margin  showed  some 
faint  red  marks. 

'Well,  I  never — '  Mr.  Jellicorse  exclaimed,  'certainly  never  saw 
these  marks  before.    Diana,  where  are  my  glasses?' 

Mrs.  Jellicorse  had  been  to  see  the  potatoes  on  (for  the  new  cook 
simply  made  '  kettlefuls  of  fish '  of  everything  put  upon  the  fire),  and 
now  at  her  husband's  call  she  went  to  her  work-box  for  his  spectacles, 
which  he  was  not  allowed  to  wear  except  on  Sundays,  for  fear  of  in- 
juring his  eyesight.  Equipped  with  these,  and  drawing  nearer  to  the 
window,  the  lawyer  gradually  made  out  this — first  a  broad  faint  line 
of  red,  as  if  some  attorney,  now  a  ghost,  had  cut  his  finger,  and  over 
against  that  in  small  round  hand  the  letters  '  v.  b.  c'  Mr.  Jellicorse 
could  swear  that  they  were  '  v.  b.  c' 

'  Don't  ask  me  to  eat  any  dinner  to-day,'  he  exclaimed  when  his 
wife  came  to  fetch  him.  '  Diana,  I  am  occupied ;  go  and  eat  it  up 
without  me.' 

'  Nonsense,  James,'  she  answered  calmly ;  '  you  never  get  any 
clever  thoughts  by  starving.' 

Moved  by  this  reasoning,  he  submitted,  fed  his  wife  and  children, 
and  own  good  self,  and  then  brought  up  a  bottle  of  old  Spanish  wine, 
to  strengthen  the  founts  of  discovery.  Whose  writing  was  that  upon 
the  broad  margin  of  verbosity  ?  Why  had  it  never  been  observed 
before  ?    Above  all,  what  was  meant  by  '  v.  b.  c'  ? 

Unaided,  he  might  have  gone  on  for  ever,  to  the  bottom  of  a  butt 
of  Xeres  wine  ;  but  finding  the  second  glass  better  than  the  first,  he 
called  to  Mrs.  Jellicorse,  who  was  in  the  garden  gathering  striped 
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roses,  to  come  and  have  a  sip  with  him,  and  taste  the  yellow  cherries. 
And  when  she  came  promptly  with  the  flowers  in  her  hand,  and  their 
yomigest  little  daughter  making  sly  eyes  at  the  fruit,  bothered  as  he 
was,  he  could  not  help  smiling,  and  saying,  ^  Oh !  Diana,  what  is 
"V.  b.  c."?' 

*  Very  black  currants,  papa ! '  cried  Emily,  dancing  a  long  bimch 
in  the  air. 

'  Hush,  dear  child,  you  are  getting  too  forward,'  said  her  mother, 
though  proud  of  her  quickness.  'Jam3s,  how  should  I  know  what 
"  V.  b.  c."  is  ?  But  I  wish  most  heartily  that  you  would  rid  me  of  my 
old  enemy,  box  C.  I  want  to  put  a  hanging-press  in  that  comer, 
instead  of  which  you  turn  the  very  passages  into  oflSce.' 

*  Box  C  ?    I  remember  no  box  C 

'  You  may  not  have  noticed  the  letter  C  upon  it,  but  the  box  you 
must  know  as  well  as  I  do.  It  belongs  to  those  proud  Yordas  people^ 
who  hold  their  heads  so  high,  forsooth,  as  if  nobody  but  themselves 
belonged  to  a  good  old  county  family !  I'hat  makes  me  hate  the  box 
the  more.' 

^  I  will  take  it  out  of  your  way  at  once.  I  may  want  it.  It 
should  be  with  the  others.  I  know  it  as  well  as  I  know  my  snufif-box. 
It  was  Aberthaw  who  put  it  in  that  comer ;  but  I  had  forgotten  that 
it  was  lettered.    The  others  are  all  numbered.' 

Of  course  Mr.  Jellicorse  was  not  weak  enough  to  make  the  partner 
of  his  bosom  the  partner  of  his  business ;  and  much  as  she  longed  to 
know  why  he  had  put  an  unusual  question  to  her,  she  tmsted  to  the 
future  for  discovery  of  that  point.  She  left  him,  and  he  with  no 
undue  haste — for  the  business,  after  all,  was  not  his  own — ^began  to 
follow  out  his  train  of  thought,  in  manner  much  as  follows : — 

'This  is  that  old  Duncombe's  writing,  Dunder-headed  Dun- 
combe,"  as  he  used  to  be  called  in  his  lifetime,  but  "  Long-headed 
Duncombe  "  afterwards.  None  but  his  wife  knew  whether  he  was  a 
wise  man,  or  a  wiseacre.  Perhaps  either,  according  to  the  treatment 
he  received.  Eichard  Yordas  treated  him  badly ;  that  may  have 
made  him  wiser.  V.  b.  c.  means  "  vide  box  C,"  unless  I  am  greatly 
mistaken.  He  wrote  those  letters  as  plainly  and  clearly  as  he  could 
against  this  power  of  appointment  as  recited  here.  But  afterwards, 
with  knife  and  pounce,  he  scraped  them  out,  as  now  becomes  plain 
with  this  magnifying  glass ;  probably  he  did  so  when  all  these  archives, 
as  he  used  to  call  them,  were  mdely  ordered  over  to  my  predecessor. 
A  nice  bit  of  revenge,  if  my  suspicions  are  correct ;  and  a  pretty  con- 
fusion will  follow  it.' 

The  lawyer's  suspicions  proved  too  correct.  He  took  that  box  to 
bis  private  room,  and  with  some  trouble  unlocked  it.  A  damp  and 
musty  smell  came  forth,  as  when  a  man  delves  a  potato-bury ;  and 
then  appeared  layers  of  parchment  yellow  and  brown,  in  and  out  with 
one  another,  according  to  the  curing  of  the  sheepskin,  perhaps,  or  the 
age  of  the  sheep  when  he  began  to  die ;  skins  much  older  than  any 
man's  who  handled  them,  and  dryer  than  the  brains  of  any  lawyer. 
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*  Anno  Jacobi  tertio,  and  Quadragesimo  Elisabetbse  !•  How  nice 
it  sounds !' Mr.  Jellicorse  exclaimed;  'they  ought  all  to  go  in, -ami 
be  charged  for.  People  to  be  satisfied  with  sixty  years'  title !  •  Whyv 
bless  the  Lord,  I  am  sixty-eight  myself,  and  could  buy  tod  sell  the. 
grammar-school  at  eight  years  old.  It  is  no  security,:  no  security  at 
all.  What  did  the  learned  Bacupiston  say — "  If  a  rogue  only  liy^s 
to  be  a  hundred  and  eleven,  he  may  have  been  for  ninety  yeiEire  .dis— . 
seised,  and  nobody  alive  to  know  it  I " ' 

Older  and  older  grew  the  documents  as  the  lawyerV  h^iud 
travelled  downwards ;  any  flaw  or  failure  must  have  been  healed  by 
lapse  of  time  long  and  long  ago ;  dust  and  grime  and mildew  thick- 
ened, ink  became  paler,  and  contractions  more  contx)rted ;  *  it  IvAs  • 
rather  an  antiquary's  business  now  than  a  lawyer's  to  decipher  them.  • 

'What  a  fool  I  am  I '  the  solicitor  thought.  '  My  cuffs  yill  never 
wash  white  again,  and  all  I  have  found  is  a  mare's  nest.  V  However, 
I'll  go  to  the  bottom  now.  There  may  be  a  gold  seal,  .tK^y  used  to.* 
put  them  in  with  the  deeds  three  hundred  years  ago.  A  charts,  of 
Edward  the  Fourth,  I  declare  !  Ah,-  the  Yordases  were  T^rKists-^ 
halloa,  what  is  here?  By  the  Touchstone  of  Shepherd,  •r::yya^.ri^ht 
after  all!    Well  done,  long-headed  Duncombe  ! '  V; 

From  the  very  bottom  of  the  box  he  took  a  parchment  compara- 
tively fresh  and  new,  endorsed  *  Appointment  by  Richard  Yordas,  Esquire, 
and  Eleanor  his  wife,  of  lands  and  heredits  at  Scargate  and  el$ewhere  ia- 
the  county  of  York,  dated  Nov.  1 5th,  a.d.  1751.'    Having  glanced  at  • 
the  signatures  and  seals,  Mr.  Jellicorse  spread  the  docutneiit,  whiohL;' 
was  of  moderate  compass,  and  soon  convinced  himself  that  his  work 
of  the  morning  had  been  wholly  thrown  away.    No  title  pould  be 
shown  to  Whitestone  Farm,  nor  even  to  Scargate  Hall  itself,  on  the*- 
part  of  the  present  owners. 

The  appointment  was  by  deed-poll,  and  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  powers  of  the  settlement.    Duly  executed  and  attested,, 
clearly  though  climisily  expressed,  and  beyond  all  question  genuine, 
it  simply  nullified  (as  concerned  the  better  half  of  the  prope*ty)rtb^  - 
will  which  had  cost  Philip  Yordas  his  life.    For  imder  this  limitation  •, 
Philip  held  a  mere  life  interest,  his  father  and  mother  giving  all 
to  know  by  those  presents  that  they  did  thereby  from  and  aftie^r 
decease  of  their  said  son  Philip  grant  limit  and  appoint  &c,  !all  and  / 
singular  the  said  lands  &c.  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully:  begotten  • 
&c.  &c.  in  tail  general,  with  remainder  over,  and  final  remainder  *  to* 
the  right  heirs  of  the  said  Richard  Yordas  for  ever.    From  all  which 
it  followed  that  while  Duncan  Yordas,  or  child,  or  other  descendant  ' 
of  his  remained  in  the  land  of  the  living,  or  even  without  that  if  he 
having  learned  it  had  been  enabled  to  bar  the  entail  and  then  sell  or 
devise  the  lands  away,  the  ladies  in  possession  could  show  no  title,  ex- 
cept a  possessory  one,  as  yet  unhallowed  by  the  lapse  of  time. 

Mr.  Jellicorse  was  a  very  pleasant-looldng  man,  also  one  who  took 
a  pleasant  view  of  other  men  and  things;  but  he  could  not  help 
pulling  a  long  and  sad  face,  as  he  thought  of  the  puzzle  before  him. 
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Duncan  Ycwrdas  had  not  been  heard  of  among  his  ©"wn  hills  and 
valleyB  since  1778,  when  he  embarked  for  India.  None  of  the 
family  ever  had  cared  to  write  or  read  long  letters,  their  corre- 
spondence (if  any)  was  short,  without  being  sweet  by  any  means.  It 
might  be  a  subject  for  prayer  and  hope  that  Duncan  should  be  gone 
to  a  better  world,  without  leaving  hostages  to  fortime  here  ;  but  sad 
it  is  to  say  that  neither  prayer  nor  hope  produces  any  faith  in  the 
counsel  who  prepares  ^  requisitions  upon  title.' 

On  the  other  hand,  inquiry  as  to  Duncan's  history  since  he  left 
his  native  land  would  be  a  delicate  and  expensive  work,  and  perhaps 
even  dangerous,  if  he  should  hear  of  it,  and  inquire  about  thp 
inquirers.  For  the  last  thing  to  be  done  from  a  legal  point  of  view — 
though  the  first  of  all  from  a  just  one — was  to  apprise  the  rightful 
owner  of  his  unexpected  position.  Now  Mr.  Jellioorse  was  a  just 
man ;  but  his  justice  was  due  to  his  clients  first. 

After  a  long  brown  study,  he  reaped  his  crop  of  meditation  thus — 
'It  is  a  ticklish  job;  and  I  will  sleep  three  nights  upon  it.' 


Chapter  IV. 

DISQUIETUDE. 

The  ladies  of  Scargate  Hall  were  uneasy,  although  the  weather  was 
so  fine,  upon  this  day  of  early  August,  in  the  year  now  current.  It 
was  a  remarkable  fact  that  in  spite  of  the  distance  they  slept 
asunder,  which  could  not  be  less  than  five-and-thirty  yards,  both-  had 
been  visited  by  a  dream,  which  appeared  to  be  quite  the  same  dream, 
until  examined  narrowly,  and  being  examined  grew  more  surprising 
in  its  points  of  difiference.  They  were  much  above  paying  any  heed 
to  dreams,  though  instructed  by  the  patriarchs  to  do  so ;  and  they 
seemed  to  be  quite  getting  over  the  effects,  when  the  lesson  and  the 
punishment  astonished  them. 

Lately  it  had  been  established  (although  many  leading  people 
went  against  it,  and  threatened  to  prosecute  the  man  for  trespass), 
that  here  in  these  quiet  and  reputable  places,  where  no  spy  could  be 
needed,  a  man  should  come  twice  every  week  with  letters,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  king  be  paid  for  them.  Such  things  were  required  in 
towns  perhaps,  as  corporations  and  gutters  were  ;  but  to  bring  them 
where  people  could  mind  their  own  business,  and  charge  them  two 
groats  for  same  fool  who  knew  their  names,  was  like  putting  a  tax 
upon  their  christening.  So  it  was  the  hope  of  many,  as  well  as  every 
one's  belief,  that  the  postman,  being  of  Lancastrian  race,  would  very 
soon  be  bogged,  or  famished,  or  get  lost  in  a  fog,  or  swept  off  by  a 
flood,  or  go  and  break  his  own  neck  from  a  precipice. 

The  postman,  however,  was  a  wiry  fellow,  and  as  tough  as  any 
native,  and  he  rode  a  pony  even  tougher  than  himself,  whose  cradle 
was  a  marsh,  and  whose  mother  a,  mountain,  his  first  breath  a  fog. 
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and  his  weaniDg-meat  wire-grass,  and  his  form  a  combination  of  sole- 
leather  and  cormidum.  He  wore  no  shoes  for  fear  of  not  making 
sparks  at  night,  to  show  the  road,  and  although  his  bit  had  been 
a  blacksmith's  rasp,  he  would  yield  to  it  only  when  it  suited  him. 
The  postman,  whose  name  was  George  King  (which  confounded  him 
with  King  George,  in  the  money  to  pay),  carried  a  sword  and  blunder- 
buss, and  would  use  them  sooner  than  argue. 

Now  this  man  and  horse  had  come  slowly  along,  without  meaning 
any  mischief,  to  deliver  a  large  sealed  packet  with  sixteen  pence  td 
pay  put  upon  it, '  to  Mistress  Philippa  Yordas,  &c.,  her  own  hands, 
and  speed,  speed,  speed ; '  which  they  carried  out  duly  by  stop,  stop, 
stop,  whensoever  they  were  hungry,  or  saw  anything  to  look  at. 
None  the  less  for  that,  though  with  certainty  much  later,  they  arrived 
in  good  trim,  by  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  ready  for  the  comfort 
which  they  both  deserved. 

As  yet  it  was  not  considered  safe  to  trust  any  tidings  of  impor- 
tance to  the  post,  in  such  a  world  as  this  was ;  and  even  were  it 
safe,  it  would  be  bad  manners  from  a  man  of  business.  Therefore 
Mr.  Jellicorse  had  sealed  up  little,  except  his  respectful  considera- 
tion and  request  to  be  allowed  to  wait  upon  his  honoured  clients, 
concerning  a  matter  of  great  *  moment,  upon  the  afternoon  of 
Thursday  then  next  ensuing.  And  the  post  had  gone  so  far,  to  give 
good  distance  for  the  money,  that  the  Thursday  of  the  future  came 
to  be  that  very  day. 

The  present  century  opened  with  a  chilly  and  dark  year,  follow- 
ing three  bad  seasons  of  severity  and  scarcity.  And  in  the  north- 
west of  Yorkshire,  though  the  summer  was  now  so  far  advanced,  there 
had  been  very  little  simshine.  For  the  last  day  or  two,  the  sun  had 
laboured  to  sweep  up  the  mist  and  cloud,  and  was  beginning  to 
prevail  so  far  that  the  mists  drew  their  skirts  up  and  retired  into  haze, 
while  the  clouds  fell  away  to  the  ring  of  the  sky,  and  there  lay  down 
to  abide  their  time.  Wherefore  it  happened  that  '  Yordas  House ' 
(as  the  ancient  building  was  in  old  time  called)  had  a  clearer  view 
than  usual  of  the  valley,  and  the  river  that  ran  away,  and  the  road 
that  tried  to  run  up  to  it.  Now  this  was  considered  a  wonderful 
road,  and  in  fair  truth  it  was  wonderful,  withstanding  all  efforts  of 
even  the  Royal  Mail  pony  to  knock  it  to  pieces.  In  its  rapidity 
downhill  it  surpassed  altogether  the  river,  which  galloped  along  by 
the  side  of  it,  and  it  stood  out  so  boldly  with  stones  of  no  shame,  that 
even  by  moonlight  nobody  could  lose  it,  imtil  it  abruptly  lost  itself. 
But  it  never  did  that,  until  the  house  it  came  from  was  two  miles 
away,  and  no  other  to  be  seen ;  and  so  why  should  it  go  any  further  ? 

At  the  head  of  this  road  stood  the  old  grey  house,  facing  towards 
the  south  of  east,  to  claim  whatever  might  come  up  the  valley,  sun, 
or  storm,  or  columned  fog.  In  the  days  of  the  past  it  had  claimed 
much  more,  goods,  and  cattle,  and  tribute  of  the  traffic  going  north- 
ward; as  the  loopholed  quadrangle  for  impoimded  stock,  and  the 
deeply  embrasured  tower  showed.    At  the  back  of  the  house  rose  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


i879] 


Mary  Anerley, 


25 


moantain  spine,  blocking  out  the  westering  sun,  but  cut  with  one 
deep  portal  where  a  pass  ran  into  Westmoreland, — the  scaur-gate 
whence  the  house  was  named ;  and  through  this  gate  of  mountain 
often,  when  the  day  was  waning,  a  bar  of  slanting  sunset  entered, 
like  a  plume  of  golden  dust,  and  hovered  on  a  broad  black  patch 
of  weather-beaten  fir-trees.  The  day  was  waning  now,  and  every 
steep  ascent  looked  steeper,  while  down  the  valley  light  and  shade 
made  longer  cast  of  shuttle,  and  the  margin  of  the  west  began  to 
glow  with  a  deep  wine-colour,  as  the  sun  came  down — the  tinge  of 
many  mountains  and  the  distant  sea — until  the  sun  himself  settled 
quietly  into  it,  and  there  grew  richer  and  more  ripe  (as  old  bottled 
wine  is  fed  by  the  xirust),  and  bowed  his  rubicund  farewell,  through 
the  postern  of  the  scaur-gate,  to  the  old  Hall,  and  the  valley,  and  the 
face  of  Mr.  Jellicorse. 

That  gentleman's  countenance  did  not,  however,  reply  with  its 
usual  brightness  to  the  mellow  salute  of  evening.  Wearied  and 
shaken  by  the  long,  rough  ride,  and  depressed  by  the  heavy  solitude, 
he  hated  and  almost  feared  the  task  which  every  step  brought 
nearer.  As  the  house  rose  higher  and  higher  against  the  red  sky 
and  grew  darker,  and  as  the  sudden  roar  of  bloodhounds  (tenors  of 
the  neighbourhood)  roused  the  slow  echoes  of  the  crags,  the  lawyer 
was  almost  fain  to  tima  his  horse's  head,  and  face  the  risks  of  wander- 
ing over  the  moor  by  night.  But  the  hoisting  of  a  flag,  the  well- 
known  token — confirmed  by  large  letters  on  a  rock — that  strangers 
might  safely  approach,  inasmuch  as  the  savage  dogs  were  kenneUed, 
this,  and  the  thought  of  such  an  entry  for  his  daybook,  kept  Mr. 
Jellicorse  from  ignominious  flight.  He  was  in  for  it  now,  and  must 
carry  it  through. 

In  a  deep  embayed  window  of  leaded  glass.  Mistress  Yordas  and 
her  widowed  sister  sat  for  an  hour,  without  many  words,  watching 
the  zigzag  of  shale  and  rock  which  formed  their  chief  conmiimica- 
tion  with  the  peopled  world.  They  did  not  care  to  improve  their 
access,  or  increase  their  traflSc ;  not  through  cold  morosity,  or  even 
proud  indifference,  but  because  they  had  been  so  brought  up,  and 
so  confirmed  by  circumstance.  For  the  Yordas  blood,  however  hot, 
and  wild,  and  savage,  in  the  gentlemen^  was  generally  calm,  and 
good,  though  stubborn,  in  the  weaker  vessels.  For  the  main  part, 
however,  a  family  takes  its  character  more  from  the  sword  than  the 
spindle ;  and  their  sword-hand  had  been  as  that  of  Ishmael. 

litde  as  they  meddled  with  the  doings  of  the  world,  of  one  thing 
at  least  these  stately  Madams — as  the  baflBed  squires  of  the  Eiding 
called  them — were  by  no  means  heedless.  They  dressed  themselves 
according  to  their  rank,  or  perhaps  above  it.  Many  a  nobleman's 
wife  in  Yorkshire  had  not  such  apparel ;  and  even  of  those  so  richly 
gifted,  few  could  have  come  up  to  the  purpose  l»etter.  Nobody, 
tinless  of  their  own  sex,  thought  of  their  dresses,  when  looking  at 
them. 

*  He  rides  very  badly,'  Philippa  said ;  *  the  people  from  the  low- 
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lands  always  do.  He  may  not  have  courage  to  go  tome  to-night. 
But  he  ought  to  have  thought  of  that  before.' 

'  Poor  man  !  We  must  offer  him  a  bed  of  course,'  Mrs.  Carnaby 
answered ;  *  but  he  should  have  come  earlier  in  the  day*  What 
shall  we  do  with  him,  when  he  has  done  his  business  ? ' 

*  It  is  not  our  place  to  amuse  our  lawyer.  He  might  go  and 
smoke  in  the  Justice-room,  and  then  Welldiaim  could  play  bagatelle 
with  him.' 

'  Philippa,  you  forget  that  the  Jellicorses  are  of  a  good  old  county 
stock.  His  wife  is  a  stupid,  pretentious  thing ;  but  we  need  not 
treat  him  as  we  must  treat  her.  And  it  may  be  as  well  to  make 
much  of  him,  perhaps,  if  there  really  is  any  trouble  coming.' 

'  You  are  thinking  of  Pet.  By-the-by,  are  you  certain  that  Pet 
cannot  get  at  Saracen  ?  You  know  how  he  let  him  loose  last 
Easter,  when  the  flag  was  flying,  and  the  poor  man  has  been  in  his 
bed  ever  since.' 

'Jordas  will  see  to  that.  He  can  be  trusted  to  mind  the 
dogs  well,  ever  since  you  fined  him  in  a  fortnight's  wages.  That 
was  an  excellent  thought  of  yours.' 

Jordas  might  have  been  called  the  keeper,  or  the  hind,  or  the 
henchman,  or  the  ranger,  or  tbe  porter,  or  the  bailiff,  or  the  reeve, 
or  some  other  of  some  fifty  pames  of  oflSce,  in  a  place  of  more 
civilisation,  so  many  and  so  various  were  his  tasks.  But  here  his 
professional  name  was  the  *dogman';  and  he  held  that  office 
according  to  an  ancient  custom  of  the  Scargate  race,  whence  also 
his  surname  (if  such  it  were)  arose.  For  of  old  time  and  in  out- 
landish parts,  a  finer  humanity  prevailed,  and  a  richer  practical 
wisdom  upon  certain  questions.  Irregular  offsets  of  the  stock, 
instead  of  being  cast  upon  the  world  as  waifs  and  strays,  were  allowed 
a  place  in  the  kitchen-garden  or  stable-yard,  and  flourished  there 
without  disgrace,  while  useful  and  obedient.  Thus  for  generations 
here,  the  legitimate  son  was  Yordas,  and  took  the  house  and 
manors ;  the  illegitimate  became  Jordas,  and  took  to  the  gate,  and 
the  minding  of  the  dogs,  and  any  other  office  of  fidelity. 

The  present  Jordas  was,  however,  of  less  immediate  kin  to  the 
owners,  being  only  the  son  of  a  former  Jordas,  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  Christian  name,  which  never  was  provided  for  a  first-hand 
Jordas  ;  and  now  as  his  mistress  looked  out  on  the  terrace,  his  burly 
figure  came  duly  forth,  and  his  keen  eyes  ranged  the  walks  and 
courts,  in  search  of  Master  Lancelot,  who  gave  him  more  trouble  in 
a  day  sometimes  than  aU  the  dogs  cost  in  a  twelvemonth.  With  a 
fine  sense  of  mischief  this  boy  delighted  to  watch  the  road  for  visitors, 
and  then  (if  barbaroasly  denied  his  proper  enjoyment  and  tliat  of 
the  dogs)  he  still  had  goodly  devices  of  his  own  for  producing  Uttle 
tragedies. 

Mr.  Jellicorse  knew  Jordas  well,  and  felt  some  pity  for  him, 
because  if  his  grandmother  had  been  wiser  he  might  have  been  the 
master  now ;  and  the  lawyer,  having  much  good  feeling,  liked  not 
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to  make  a  groom  of  him.  Jordas,  however,  knew  his  place,  and 
touched  his  hat  respectfully,  then  helped  the  solicitor  to  dismount, 
the  which  was  sorely  needed. 

^  You  came  not  by  the  way  of  the  ford,  sir  ? '  the  dogman  asked, 
while  considering  the  leathers ;  '  the  water  is  down ;  you  might  have 
saved  three  miles.' 

*  Better  lose  thirty  than  my  life.  Will  any  of  yoiu*  men,  Master 
Jordas,  show  me  a  room,  where  I  may  prepare  to  wait  upon  your 
ladies?' 

Mr.  Jellicorse  walked  through  the  old  arched  gate  of  the  reever's 
court,  and  was  shown  to  a  room,  where  he  impacked  his  valise,  and 
changed  his  riding-clothes,  and  refreshed  himself.  A  jug  of  Scargate 
ale  was  brought  to  him,  and  a  bottle  of  foreign  wine,  with  the  cork 
drawn,  lest  he  should  hesitate  ;  also  a  cold  pie,  bread  and  butter,  and 
a  small  case-bottle  of  some  liqueur.  He  was  not  hungry,  for  his  wife 
had  cared  to  victual  him  well  for  the  joinuey  ;  but  for  fear  of  offence 
he  ate  a  morsel,  found  it  good,  and  ate  some  more.  Then  after  a  sip 
or  two  of  the  liqueur,  and  a  glance  or  two  at  his  black  silk  stockings, 
buckled  shoes,  and  best  small-clothes,  he  felt  himself  fit  to  go  before  ' 
a  Duchess,  as  once  upon  a  time  he  had  actually  done,  and  expressed 
himself  very  weU  indeed,  according  to  the  dialogue  delivered,  when- 
ever he  told  the  story  about  it  every  day. 

Welldnmi,  the  butler,  was  waiting  for  him,  a  man  who  had  his 
own  ideas,  and  was  going  to  be  put  upon  by  nobody.  '  If  my  father 
could  only  come  to  life  for  one  minute,  he  would  spend  it  in  kicking 
that  man,'  Mrs.  Camaby  had  exclaimed  about  him,  after  carefully 
shutting  the  door  ;  but  he  never  showed  airs  before  Miss  Yordas. 

'  Come  along,  sir,'  Welldrum  said,  after  one  professional  glance  at 
the  tray,  to  ascertain  his  residue.  '  My  ladies  have  been  waiting  this 
half  hour ;  and  for  sure,  sir,  you  looks  wonderful !  This  way,  sir,  and 
have  a  care  of  them  oak  faggots.    My  ladies.  Lawyer  Jellicorse  ! ' 


Chapter  V. 

DECISION. 

The  sun  was  well  down  and  away  behind  the  great  fell  at  the  back 
of  the  house,  and  the  large  and  heavily  furnished  room  was  feebly  lit 
by  four  wax  candles,  and  the  glow  of  the  west  reflected  as  a  gleam 
into  eastern  windows.  The  lawyer  was  pleased  to  have  it  so,  and  to 
speak  with  a  dimly  lighted  face.  ITie  ladies  looked  beautiful;  that  was 
all  that  Mr.  Jellicorse  could  say,  when  cross-examined  by  his  wife  next 
day  concerning  their  lace  and  velvet.  Whether  they  wore  lace  or 
not,  was  almost  more  than  he  could  say,  for  he  did  not  heed  such 
trifles  ;  but  velvet  was  within  his  knowledge  (though  not  the  colour 
or  the  shape),  because  he  thought  it  hot  for  summer,  until  he  remem- 
bered what  the  climate  was.    Eeally  he  could  say  nothing  more. 
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except  that  they  looked  beautiful ;  and  when  Mrs.  Jellicorse  jerked  . 
her  head,  he  said  that  he  only  meant,  of  course,  considering  their  time 
of  life. 

The  ladies  saw  his  admiration,  and  felt  that  it  was  but  natural. 
Mrs.  Camaby  came  forward  kindly,  and  offered  him  a  nice  warm 
hand ;  while  the  elder  sister  was  content  to  bow,  and  thank  him  for 
coming,  and  hope  that  he  was  well.  As  yet  it  had  not  become  proper 
for  a  gentleman,  visiting  ladies,  to  yawn,  and  throw  himself  into  the 
nearest  chair,  and  cross  his  legs,  and  dance  one  foot,  and  ask  how 
much  the  toy-terrier  cost.  Mr.  Jellicorse  made  a  fine  series  of  bows, 
not  without  a  scrape  or  two,  which  showed  his  goodly  calf ;  and  after 
that  he  waited  for  the  gracious  invitation  to  sit  down. 

^  If  I  imderstood  your  letter  clearly,'  Mistress  Yordas  began,  when 
these  little  rites  were  duly  accomplished,  'you have  something  impor- 
tant to  tell  us  concerning  our  poor  property  here.  A  small  property,  Mr. 
Jellicorse,  compared  with  that  of  the  Duke  of  Lunedale,  but  perhaps 
a  little  longer  in  one  family.' 

'The  Duke  is  a  new-fangled  interloper,'  replied  hypocritical 
Jellicorse,  though  no  other  duke  was  the  husband  of  the  duchess  of 
whom  he  indited  daily ;  '  properties  of  that  sort  come  and  go,  and 
only  tradesmen  notice  it.  Your  estates  have  been  longer  in  the 
seisin  of  one  family,  madam,  than  any  other  in  the  Biding,  or  perhaps 
in  Yorkshire.' 

*  We  never  seized  them  1 '  cried  Mrs.  Camaby,  being  sensitive  as 
to  ancestral  thefts,  through  tales  about  cattle-lifting ;  *  you  must  be 
aware  that  they  came  to  us  by  grant  from  the  Crown,  or  even  before 
there  was  any  Crown  to  grant  them.' 

'  I  beg  your  pardon  for  using  a  technical  word,  without  explaining 
it.  Seisin  is  a  legal  word,  which  simply  means  possession,  or  rather 
the  bodily  holding  of  a  thing,  and  is  used  especially  of  corporeal  here- 
ditaments. You  ladies  have  seisin  of  this  house  and  lands,  although 
you  never  seized  them.' 

'  The  last  thing  we  would  think  of  doing,' answered  Mrs.  Camaby, 
who  was  more  impulsive  than  her  sister,  also  less  straightforward, 
*  How  often  we  have  wished  that  our  poor  lost  brother  had  not  been 
deprived  of  them !  But  our  father's  will  was  sacred,  and  you  told  us  ^ 
we  were  helpless.  We  struggled,  as  you  know;  but  we  could  do 
nothing.' 

'  That  is  the  question  which  brought  me  here,'  the  lawyer  said 
very  quietly,  at  the  same  time  producing  a  small  roll  of  parchment 
sealed  in  cartridge  paper;  'last  week  I  discovered  a  document  which 
I  am  forced  to  submit  to  your  judgment.  Shall  I  read  it  to  you,  or 
tell  its  purport  briefly  ? ' 

'  Whatever  it  may  be,  it  cannot  in  any  way  alter  our  conclusions. 
Our  conclusions  have  never  varied,  however  deeply  they  may  have 
grieved  us.    We  were  bound  to  do  justice  to  our  dear  father.' 

'  Certainly,  madam  ;  and  you  did  it.  Also,  as  I  know,  you  did  it 
as  kindly  as  possible  towards  other  relatives,  and  you  only  met  vrith 
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perversity.  I  had  the  honour  of  preparing  your  respected  fiather's 
will,  a  model  of  clearness  and  precision,  considenng — considering  the 
time  afforded,  and  other  disturbing  influences.  I  know  for  a  fact,  that 
a  copy  was  laid  before  the  finest  draftsman  in  London,  by — ^by  those 
who  were  displeased  with  it,  and  his  words  were,  "Beautiful,  beautiful ! 
Every  word  of  it  holds  water."    Now,  that,  madam,  cannot  be  said  of 

many,  indeed  of  not  one  in  

'  Pardon  me  for  interrupting  you,  but  I  have  always  understood 
you  to  speak  highly  of  it.  And  iu  such  a  case,  what  can  be  the 
matter?' 

'  The  matter  of  all  matters,  madam,  is  that  the  testator  should 
have  disposing  power.' 

'  He  could  dispose  of  his  own  property  as  he  was  disposed,  you 
mean.' 

'  You  misapprehend  me.'  Mr.  Jellicorse  now  was  in  his  element, 
for  he  loved  to  lecture — an  absurdity  just  coming  into  vogue.  '  In- 
dulge me  one  moment.  I  take  this  silver  dish,  for  instance ;  it  i3  in 
my  hands,  I  have  the  use  of  it ;  but  can  I  give  it  to  either  of  you 
ladies?' 

*  Not  very  well,  because  it  belongs  to  us  already.' 

*  You  misapprehend  me.  I  cannot  give  it,  because  it  is  not  mine 
to  give.'    Mrs.  Camaby  looked  puzzled. 

^  Eliza,  allow  me,'  said  Mistress  Yordas,  in  her  stiffer  mann^, 
and  now  for  the  first  time  interfering.  '  Mr.  Jellicorse  assures  us  that 
his  language  is  a  model  of  clearness  and  precision ;  perhaps  he  will 
prove  it  by  telling  us  now,  in  plain  words,  what  his  meaning  is.' 

^  What  I  mean,  madam,  is  that  your  respected  fether  could  devise 
you  a  part  only  of  this  property ;  because  the  rest  was  not  his  to  devise. 
He  only  had  a  life-interest  in  it.' 

*  His  will  therefore  fails  as  to  some  part  of  the  property  ?  How 
much,  and  what  part,  if  you  please  ?' 

'  The  larger  and  better  part  of  the  estates,  including  this  house 
and  grounds,  and  the  home-farm.' 

Mrs.  Camaby  started  and  began  to  speak ;  but  her  sister  moved 
only  to  stop  her,  and  showed  no  signs  of  dismay  or  anger. 

'  For  fear  of  putting  too  many  questions  at  once,'  she  said,  with  a 
slight  bow  and  a  smile, '  let  me  beg  you  to  explain,  as  shortly  as  pos- 
sible, this  very  sui-prising  matter.' 

Mr.  Jellicorse  watched  her  with  some  suspicion,  because  she 
called  it  so  surprising,  yet  showed  so  little  surprise  herself.  For  a 
moment  he  thought  that  she  must  have  heard  of  the  document  now 
in  his  hands;  but  he  very  soon  saw  that  it  could  not  be  so.  It 
was  only  the  ancient  Yordas  pride,  perversity,  and  stiffneckedness. 
And  even  Mrs.  Camaby,  strengthened  by  the  strength  of  her  sister, 
managed  to  look  as  if  nothing  more  than  a  tale  of  some  tenant  were 
pendkig.  But  this,  or  ten  times  this,  availed  not  to  deceive  Mr. 
Jellicorse.  That  gentleman,  having  seen  much  of  the  world,  whis- 
pered to  himself  tt^t  this  was  all  ^  high  jinks,'  felt  himself  placed  on 
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the  stool  of  authority,  and  even  Teutured  upon  a  pinch  of  snuff. 
This  was  unwise,  and  cost  him  dear,  for  the  ladies  would  not  have 
be^  true  to  their  birth  if  they  had  not  stored  it  against  him. 

He,  however,  with  a  friendly  mind,  and  a  tap  now  and  then  upon 
his  document,  to  give  emphasis  to  his  story,  recounted  the  whole  of 
it,  and  set  forth  how  much  was  come  of  it  akeady,  and  how  much 
it  might  lead  to.  To  Scargate  Hall,  and  the  better  part  of  the  pro- 
perty always  enjoyed  therewith,  Philippa  Yordas,  and  Eliza  Camaby, 
had  no  claim  whatever,  except  on  the  score  of  possession,  until  it 
could  be  shown  that  their  brother  Duncan  was  dead,  without  any 
heirs  or  assignment  (which  might  have  come  to  pass  through  a  son 
adult),  and  even  so,  his  widow  might  come  forward  and  give  trouble. 
CJonceming  all  that,  there  was  time  enough  to  think ;  but  something 
must  be  done  at  once  to  cancel  the  bargain  with  Sir  Walter  Carnaby, 
without  letting  his  man  of  law  get  scent  of  the  fetal  defect  in  title. 
And  now  that  the  ladies  knew  all,  what  did  they  say? 

In  answer  to  this,  the  ladies  were  inclined  to  put  the  whole  blame 
upon  him,  for  not  having  managed  matters  better ;  and  when  he  had 
shown  that  the  whole  of  it  was  done  before  he  had  anything  to  do 
with  it,  they  were  firmly  convinced  that  he  ought  to  have  known  it, 
and  found  a  proper  remedy.  And  in  the  finished  manner  of  well- 
bom  ladies,  they  gave  him  to  know,  without  a  strong  expression,  that 
such  an  atrocity  was  a  black  stain  on  every  legal  son  of  Satan,  living, 
dead,  or  still  to  issue  from  Gerizim. 

*  That  cannot  affect  the  title  now,  I  assiure  you,  madam,  that  it 
cannot,'  the  imfortunate  lawyer  exclaimed  at  last ; '  and  as  for  damages, 
poor  old  Duncombe  has  left  no  representatives,  even  if  an  action  would 
lie  now,  which  is  simply  out  of  the  question.  On  my  part  no  neglect 
can  be  shown,  and  indeed  for  your  knowledge  of  the  present  state  of 
things,  if  humbly  I  may  say  so,  you  are  wholly  indebted  to  my  zeal.' 

*  Sir,  I  heartUy  wish,'  Mrs.  Carnaby  replied,  '  that  your  zeal  had 
been  exhausted  on  your  own  affairs.' 

*  Eliza,  Mr.  Jellicorse  has  acted  well,  and  we  cannot  feel  too  much 
obliged  to  him.'  Miss  Yordas,  having  humour  of  a  sort,  smiled 
faintly  at  the  double  meaning  of  her  own  words,  which  was  not  in- 
tended. '  Whatever  is  right  must  be  done  of  course,  according  to  the 
rule  of  our  family.  In  such  a  case  it  appears  to  me  that  mere 
niceties  of  law,  and  quips  and  quirks,  are  entirely  subordinate  to 
high  sense  of  honour.  The  first  consideration  must  be  thoroughly 
unselfish  and  pure  justice. 

The  lawyer  looked  at  her  with  admiration.  He  was  capable  of 
large  sentiments.  And  yet  a  faint  shadow  of  disappointment  lingered 
in  the  folios  of  his  heart, — there  might  have  been  such  a  very  grand 
long  suit,  upon  which  his  grandson  (to  be  bom  next  month)  might 
have  been  enabled  to  settle  for  life,  and  bring  up  a  legal  family. 
Justice,  however,  was  justice,  and  more  noble  than  even  such  pros- 
pects.   So  he  bowed  his  head,  and  took  another  pinch  of  snuff. 

But  Mrs.  Carnaby  (who  had  wept  a  little,  in  a  place  beyond  the 
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cMidleHght)  came  back  with  a  passionate  flush  in  her  eyes,  and  a 
resolute  bearing  of  her  well-formed  neck. 

*  Philippa,  I  am  amazed  at  you,'  she  said.  *  Mr.  Jellicorse,  my 
diare  is  equal  with  my  sister's,  and  more,  because  my  son  comes  after 
me.  Whatever  she  may  do,  I  will  never  yield  a  pin's  point  of  my 
rights^  and  leave  my  son  a  beggar.  Philippa,  would  you  make  Pet  a 
beggar  ?  And  his  turtle  in  bed,  before  the  sun  is  on  the  window,  and 
his  sturgeon-jelly  when  he  gets  out  of  bed  I  There  never  was  any 
one,  by  a  good  Providence,  less  sent  into  the  world  to  be  a  beggar.' 

Mrs.  Camaby,  having  discharged  her  meaning,  began  to  be  over- 
come by  it.  She  sat  down,  in  fear  of  hysteria,  but  with  her  mind 
made  up  to  stop  it ;  while  the  gallant  Jellicorse  was  swept  away  by 
her  eloquence,  mixed  with  professional  views.  But  it  came  home  to 
him,  from  experience  with  his  wife,  that  the  less  he  said  the  wiser. 
But  while  he  moved  about,  and  almost  danced,  in  his  strong  desire 
to  be  usefid,  there  was  another  who  sat  quite  still,  and  meant  to  have 
Uie  final  say. 

*  From  some  confusion  of  ideas,  I  suppose,  or  possibly  through 
my  own  fault,'  Philippa  Yordas  said,  with  less  cohtempt  in  her  voice 
than  in  her  mind,  ^  it  seems  that  I  cannot  make  my  meaning  clear, 
even  to  my  own  sister.  I  said  that  we  first  must  do  the  right,  and 
scorn  all  legal  subtleties.  That  we  must  maintain  unselfish  justice, 
and  high  sense  of  honour.  Can  there  be  any  doubt  what  these  dic- 
tate ?  What  sort  of  daughters  should  we  be,  if  we  basely  betrayed 
oar  own  fiither's  will  ?' 

^  Excellent  madam,'  the  lawyer  said,  ^  that  view  of  the  case  never 
sfanck  me.    But  there  is  a  great  deal  in  it.' 

^Oh,  Philippa,  how  noble  you  are!'  her  sister  Eliza  cried;  and 
cried  no  more,  so  far  as  tears  go,  for  a  long  time  afterwards. 


Chapter  VI. 

ANERLEY  FARM. 

O5  the  eastern  coast  of  the  same  great  county,  at  more  than  ninety 
miles  of  distance  for  a  homing  pigeon,  and  some  hundred  and  twenty 
for  a  carriage  from  the  Hall  of  Yordas,  there  was  in  those  days,  and 
there  still  may  be  found,  a  property  of  no  vast  size,  snug,  however, 
and  of  good  repute,  and  called  imiversally  'Anerley  Farm.'  How 
loDg  it  has  borne  that  name,  it  knows  not,  neither  cares  to  moot  the 
qu^on  ;  and  there  lives  no  antiquary  of  enough  antiquity  to  decide 
^  A  place  of  smiling  hope  and  comfort,  and  content  with  quietude; 
no  memory  of  man  about  it  runneth  to  the  contrary ;  while  every 
ox,  and  horse,  and  sheep,  and  fowl,  and  frisky  porker  is  full  of  warm 
diXDestic  feeling  and  each  homely  virtue. 

For  this  Lmd,  like  a  happy  country,  has  escaped,  for  years  and 
ya«  the  aflKction  of  much  history.    It  has  not  felt  the  desolating 
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tramp  of  lawyer  or  land-agent,  nor  been  bombarded  by  fine  and 
recovery,  lease  and  release,  bargain  and  sale.  Doe  and  Roe  and 
Geoffrey  Styles,  and  the  rest  of  the  pitiless  shower  of  slugs,  ending 
with  a  charge  of  Demons.  Blows,  and  blights,  and  plagues  of  that 
sort  have  not  come  to  Anerley,  nor  any  other  drain  of  nurture  to  ex- 
haust the  green  of  meadow  and  the  gold  of  harvest.  Here  stands  the 
homestead,  and  here  lies  the  meadow- land;  there  walk  the  kine 
(having  no  call  to  run),  and  yonder  the  wheat  in  the  hollow  of  the 
hiU,  bowing  to  a  silvery  stroke  of  the  wind,  is  touched  with  a 
promise  of  increasing  gold. 

As  good  as  the  cattle  and  the  crops  themselves  are  the  people 
that  live  upon  them ;  or  at  least,  in  a  fair  degree,  they  try  to  be  so  ; 
though  not  of  course  so  harmless,  or  faithful,  or  peaceful,  or  cha- 
ritable. But  still,  in  proportion,  they  may  be  called  as  good ;  and  in 
fact  they  believe  themselves  much  better.  And  this  from  no  conceit 
of  any  sort,  beyond  what  is  indispensable;  for  nature  not  only 
enables  but  compels  a  man  to  look  down  upon  his  betters. 

From  generation  to  generation,  man,  and  beast,  and  house,  and 
land  have  gone  on  in  succession  here,  replacing,  following,  renewing, 
repairing  and  being  repaired,  demanding  and  getting  more  support, 
with  such  judicious  give-and-take,  and  thoroughly  good  understand- 
ing, that  now  in  the  August  of  this  year,  when  Scargate  Hall  is  full 
of  care,  and  afraid  to  cart  a  load  of  dung,  Anerley  Farm  is  quite  at 
ease  and  in  the  very  best  of  heart,  man,  and  horse,  and  land,  and 
crops,  and  the  cock  that  crows  the  time  of  day.  Nevertheless,  no  acre 
yet  in  Yorkshire,  or  in  the  whole  wide  world,  has  ever  been  so  farmed 
or  fenced,  as  to  exclude  the  step  of  change. 

From  father  to  son  the  good  lands  had  passed,  without  even  a  will 
to  distmrb  them,  except  at  distant  intervals,  and  the  present  owner  was 
Stephen  Anerley,  a  thrifty  and  well-to-do  Yorkshire  farmer  of  the 
olden  type.  Master  Anerley  was  turned  quite  lately  of  his  fifty- 
second  year,  and  hopeful  (if  so  pleased  the  Lord)  to  turn  a  good  many 
more  years  yet,  as  a  strong  horse  works  his  furrow.  For  he  was 
strong  and  of  a  cheerful  face,  ruddy,  square,  and  steadfast,  built  up 
also  with  firm  body  to  a  wholesome  stature,  and  able  to  show  the  best 
man  on  the  farm  the  way  to  swing  a  pitchfork.  Yet  might  he  be 
seen,  upon  every  Lord's  day,  as  clean  as  a  new-shelled  chestnut; 
neither  at  any  time  of  the  week  was  he  dirtier  than  need  be. 
Happy  alike  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  his  lot  in  life,  and  the  wisdom 
of  the  powers  appointed  over  him,  he  looked  up,  with  a  substantial 
faith,  yet  a  solid  reserve  of  judgment,  to  the  Church,  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  spiritual  lords  and  temporal,  and  above  all  His  Majesty 
George  the  Third.  Without  any  reserve  of  judgment,  which  could 
not  deal  with  such  low  subjects,  he  looked  down  upon  every  dissenter, 
every  pork-dealer,  and  every  Frenchman.  What  he  was  brought  up 
to,  that  he  would  abide  by ;  and  the  sin  beyond  repentance,  to  his 
mind,  was  the  sin  of  the  tuiticoat. 

With  all  these  hard-set  lines  of  thought  or  of  doctrine  (the  scab- 
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bard  of  thought,  which  saves  its  edge,  and  keeps  it  out  of  mischief; 
Stephen  Anerley  was  not  hard,  or  stem,  or  narrow-hearted.  Kind, 
and  gentle,  and  good  to  every  one  who  knew  *  how  to  behave  himself,' 
and  dealing  to  every  man  full  justice — meted  by  his  own  measure — 
he  was  liable  even  to  generous  acts,  after  being  severe  and  having  his 
own  way.  But  if  anybody  ever  got  the  better  of  him  by  lies,  and  not 
fidr  bettering,  that  man  had  wiser  not  begin  to  laugh  inside  the 
Siding.  Stephen  Anerley  was  slow  but  sure  ;  not  so  very  keen,  per- 
haps, but  grained  with  kerns  of  maxim'd  thought  to  meet  his  uses  as 
they  came,  and  to  make  a  rogue  uneasy.  To  move  him  from  such 
thoughts  was  hard ;  but  to  move  him  from  a  spoken  word  had  never 
been  found  possible. 

The  wife  of  this  solid  man  was  solid  and  well  fitted  to  him.  In 
early  days,  by  her  own  account,  she  had  possessed  considerable  ele- 
gance, and  was  not  devoid  of  it  even  now,  whenever  she  received  a 
visitor  capable  of  understanding  it.  But  for  home  use  that  gift  had 
been  cut  short,  almost  in  the  honeymoon,  by  a  total  want  of  apprecia- 
ciation  on  the  part  of  her  husband.  And  now,  after  five  and  twenty 
years  of  studying  and  entering  into  him,  she  had  fairly  earned  his 
firm  belief  that  she  was  the  wisest  of  women.  For  she  id  ways  agreed 
with  him,  when  he  wished  it ;  and  she  knew  exactly  when  to  contra- 
dict him,  and  that  was  before  he  had  said  a  thing  at  all,  and  while  he  was 
rolling  it  slowly  in  his  mind,  with  a  strong  tendency  against  it.  In 
outdoor  matters  she  never  meddled,  without  being  specially  consulted 
by  the  master ;  but  indoors  she  governed  with  watchful  eyes,  a  firm 
hand,  and  a  quiet  tongue. 

This  good  woman  now  was  five-and-forty  years  of  age,  vigorous, 
clean,  and  of  a  very  pleasant  look,  with  that  richness  of  colour  which 
settles  on  fair  women  when  the  fugitive  beauty  of  blushing  is  past. 
When  the  work  of  the  morning  was  done,  and  the  clock  in  the  kitchen 
ticked  only  ten  minutes  from  twelve,  and  the  dinner  was  fit  for  the 
dishing,  then  Mistress  Anerley  remembered  as  a  rule  the  necessity  of 
looking  to  her  own  appearance.  She  went  upstairs,  with  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  to  spare,  but  not  to  squander,  and  she  came  down  so  neat 
that  the  farmer  was  obliged  to  be  careful  in  helping  the  gravy.  For 
she  always  sat  next  to  him,  as  she  had  done  before  there  came  any 
children,  and  it  seemed  ever  since  to  be  the  best  place  for  her  to 
manage  their  plates  and  their  manners  as  well. 

Alas  I  that  the  kindest  and  wisest  of  women  have  one  (if  not 
twenty)  blind  sides  to  them ;  and  if  any  such  weakness  is  pointed 
out,  it  is  sure  to  have  come  from  their  father.  Misti-ess  Anerley's 
weakness  was  almost  conspicuous  to  herself — she  worshipped  her  eldest 
son,  perhaps  the  least  worshipful  of  the  family. 

Willie  Anerley  was  a  fine  young  fellow,  two  inches  taller  than  his 
fether,  with  delicate  features,  and  curly  black  hair,  and  cheeks  as 
bright  as  a  maiden's.  He  had  soft  blue  eyes,  and  a  rich  clear  voice, 
with  a  melancholy  way  of  saying  things,  as  if  he  were  above  all  this. 
And  yet  he  looked  not  like  a  fool ;  neither  was  he  one  altogether,  when 
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be  began  to  think  of  things.  The  woEst  of  him  was  that  he  alimys 
wanted  something  new  to  go  on  with.  He  never  could  be  idle  ;  And 
yet  he  never  worked  to  the  end  which  crowns  the  task.  In  the  early 
stage  he  would  labour  hard,  be  fiill  of  the  greatness  of  his  aim,  aiid 
demand  everybody's  interest,  exciting  also  mighty  hopes  of  was 
safe  to  ccHne  of  it.  And  even  after  that,  he  sometimes  carried  on  with 
patience ;  but  he  had  no  perseverance.  Once  or  twice  he  had  been 
on  the  very  nick  of  accomplishing  something,  and  had  driven  borne 
his  nail — ^but  there  he  let  it  spring  back  without  clenching.  *  Oh, 
any  fool  can  do  that ! '  he  cried,  and  never  stood  to  it,  to  do  it  again, 
or  to  see  that  it  came  not  undone.  In  a  word,  he  stuck  to  nothing^, 
but  swerved  about  here,  there,  and  everywhere. 

His  &ther  being  of  so  different  a  cast,  and  knowing  how  often 
the  wisest  of  men  must  do  what  any  fool  can  do,  was  bitterly  vexed 
at  the  flighty  ways  of  Willie,  and  could  no  more  than  hope,  with  a 
general  contempt,  that  when  the  boy  grew  older  he  might  be  a  wiser 
fool.  But  WilUe's  dear  mother  maintained,  with  great  consistency, 
that  such  a  perfect  wonder  could  never  be  expected  to  do  anythixi^ 
not  wonderM.  To  this  the  fgumer  used  to  listen  with  a  grim,  decor- 
ous smile ;  then  grumbled,  as  soon  as  he  was  out  of  hearing,  and  fell 
to  and  did  the  little  jobs  himself. 

Sore  jealousy  of  Willie,  perhaps,  and  keen  sense  of  injustice,  as 
well  as  Ugh  spirit  and  love  of  adventure,  had  driven  the  younger 
son  Jack  from  home,  and  laimched  him  on  a  sea&ring  life.  With  a 
stick  and  a  bundle  he  had  departed  from  the  ancestral  fields  and  lanes, 
orfe  summer  morning  about  three  years  since,  when  the  cows  were 
lowing  for  the  milk-pail  and  a  royal  cutter  was  cruising  off  the  Head. 
For  a  twelvemonth  nothing  was  heard  of  him  until  there  came  a  letter 
beginning,  ^  Dear  and  respected  parents,'  and  ending,  ^  Your  affec- 
tionate and  dutiful  son,  Jack.'  The  body  of  the  letter  was  of  three 
lines  only,  occupied  entirely  with  kind  inquiries  as  to  the  welfaure  of 
everybody,  especially  his  pup,  and  his  old  pony,  and  dear  sister  Mary. 

Mary  Anerley,  the  only  daughter  and  the  youngest  child,  well 
deserved  that  best  remembrance  of  the  distant  sailer ;  though  Jack 
may  have  gone  too  far  in  declaring  (as  he  did  till  he  came  to  his 
love-time)  that  the  world  contained  no  other  girl  fit  to  hold  a  candle 
to  her.  No  doubt  it  would  have  been  hard  to  find  a  girl  more  true 
and  loving,  more  modest  and  industrious ;  but  hundreds  and  hundreds 
of  better  girls  might  be  found  perhaps  even  in  Yorkshire. 

For  this  maiden  had  a  strong  will  of  her  own,  which  makes 
against  absolute  perfection ;  also  she  was  troubled  with  a  strenuous 
hate  of  injustice — ^which  is  sure,  in  this  world,  to  find  cause  for  an 
outbreak — and  too  active  a  desire  to  rush  after  what  is  right,  instead 
of  being  well  content  to  wait  for  that  chary  visitor.  And  so  firm  could 
she  be,  when  her  mind  was  set,  that  she  would  not  take  parables,  or 
long  experience,  or  even  kindly  laughter,  as  a  power  to  move  her 
from  the  thing  she  meant.  Her  mother,  knowing  better  how  the 
world  goes  on,  promiscuously,  and  at  leisure,  and  how  the  right  point 
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filides  away,  when  strcMiger  forces  come  to  bear,  was  very  often  vexed 
ly  the  crotchets  of  the  girl,  and  called  her  wayward,  headstrong,  and 
sometimes  nothing  milder  than  '  a  saucy  Miss.' 

This,  however,  was  absurd,  and  Mary  scarcely  deigned  to  cry 
aboat  it,  but  went  to  her  father,  as  she  always  did,  when  any  weight 
lay  on  her  mind.  Nothing  was  said  about  any  injustice,  because  that 
might  lead  to  more  of  it,  as  well  as  be  (from  a  proper  point  of  view) 
most  indecorous.  Nevertheless^  it  was  frit  between  them  when  her 
pretty  hair  was  shed  upon  his  noble  waistcoat,  that  they  two  were  in 
the  right,  and  cared  very  little  who  thought  otherwise. 

Now  it  was  time  to  leave  oflF  this,  for  Mary  (without  heed  almost 
of  any  but  her  mother)  had  turned  into  a  full-grown  damsel,  ccnnely, 
sweet,  and  graceful.  She  was  tall  enough  never  to  look  short,  and 
short  enough  never  to  seem  too  tall,  even  when  her  best  feelings  were 
outraged ;  and  nobody,  looking  at  her  feoe,  could  wish  to  do  anything 
but  please  her ;  so  kind  was  the  gaze  of  her  deep  blue  eyes,  so  pleasant 
the  frankness  of  her  gentle  fcwrehead,  so  playful  the  readiness  of  rosy 
lips  for  a  pretty  answer  or  a  lovely  smile.  But  if  any  could  be  found  so- 
callous  and  morose  as  not  to  be  charmed  or  nicely  cheered  by  this,  let 
him  only  take  a  longer  look,  not  rudely,  but  simply  in  a  spirit  of 
poUte  inquiry ;  and  then  would  he  see,  on  the  delicate  rounding  of 
each  soft  and  dimpled  cheek,  a  carmine  hard  to  match  on  pallet, 
mmiing  sky,  or  flower-bed. 

Lovely  people  ought  to  be  at  home  in  lovely  places  ;  and  though 
this  cannot  be  so  always,  as  a  general  rule  it  is.  At  Anerley  Farm 
the  land  was  equal  to  the  stock  it  had  to  bear,  whether  of  trees,  or 
com,  or  cattle,  or  hogs,  or  mushrooms,  or  mankind.  The  farm  was  not 
80  hurge  or  rambling  as  to  tire  the  mind  or  foot,  yet  wide  enough  and 
Ml  of  change — rich  pasture,  hazel  copse,  green  valleys,  fallows 
brown,  and  golden  In-east-lands  pillowing  into  nooks  of  fern,  clumps 
of  shade  for  horse  or  heifer,  and  for  rabbits  sandy  warren,  furzy  cleve 
for  hare  and  partridge,  not  without  a  little  mere  f»r  willows  and  for 
wild  ducks.  And  the  whole  of  the  land,  with  a  general  slope  of  liveliness^ 
and  rejoicing,  spread  itself  well  to  the  sun,  with  a  strong  inclina- 
tion towards  the  morning,  to  catch  the  cheery  import  of  his  voyage 
across  the  sea. 

The  pleasure  of  this  situation  was  the  more  desirable,  because  of 
all  the  parts  above  it  being  bleak  and  dreary.  Round  the  shoulders 
of  the  upland,  like  the  arch  of  a  great  arm-chair,  ran  a  barren 
scraggy  ridge,  whereupon  no  tree  could  stand  upright,  no  cow  be 
certain  of  her  own  tail,  and  scarcely  a  crow  breast  the  violent  air  by 
stooping  ragged  pinions.  So  furious  was  the  rush  of  wind,  when  any 
power  awoke  the  clouds  ;  or  sometimes  when  the  air  was  jaded  with 
continual  conflict,  a  heavy  settlement  of  brackish  cloud  lay  upon  a 
waste  of  chalky  flint. 

By  dint  of  persevering  work,  there  are  many  changes  for  the  better 
now,  more  shelter  and  more  root-hold  ;  but  still  it  is  a  battle-ground 
of  winds,  which  rarely  change  their  habits,  for  this  is  the  chump  of 
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the  spine  of  the  Wolds,  which  hulks  up  at  last  into  Flamboroug^h 
Head. 

Flamborough  Head,  the  furthest  forefront  of  a  bare  and  jagged 
coast,  stretches  boldly  oflF  to  eastward,  a  strong  and  rugged  barrier. 
Away  to  the  north  the  land  falls  back,  with  coving  bends,  and  some 
straight  lines  of  precipice  and  shingle,  to  which  the  G-erman  Ocean 
sweeps,  seldom  free  from  sullen  swell  in  the  very  best  of  weather. 
But  to  the  southward  of  the  Head  a  diflFerent  spirit  seems  to  move 
upon  the  face  of  everything.  For  here  is  spread  a  peaceful  bay,  and 
plains  of  brighter  sea  more  gently  furrowed  by  the  wind,  and  cliffs 
that  have  no  cause  to  be  so  steep,  and  bathing-places,  and  scarcely 
freckled  sands,  where  towns  may  lay  their  drain-pipes  undisturbed. 
In  short,  to  have  roimded  that  headland  from  the  north  is  as  good 
as  to  turn  the  comer  of  a  garden  wall  in  March,  and  pass  from  a 
buflfeted  back,  and  bare  shivers,  to  a  sunny  front  of  hope  all  as  busy 
as  a  bee,  with  pears  spurring  forward  into  creamy  buds  of  promise, 
peach-trees  already  in  a  flush  of  tassel'd  pink,  and  the  green  lobe  of 
apricot  crouching  under  pointed  buttons  of  unopened  leaf. 

Below  this  Point,  the  gallant  skipper  of  the  British  collier, 
slouching  with  a  heavy  load  of  grime  for  London,  or  waddling  back 
in  ballast  to  his  native  north,  alike  is  delighted  to  discover  storms 
ahead,  and  to  cast  his  tarry  anchor  into  soft  grey  calm.  For  here 
shall  he  find  the  good  shelter  of  friends  like-minded  with  himself, 
and  of  hospitable  turn,  having  no  cause  to  hurry  any  more  than  he 
has,  all  too  wise  to  command  their  own  ships ;  and  here  will  they  all 
jollify  together,  while  the  sky  holds  a  cloud,  or  the  locker  a  drop. 
Nothing  here  can  shake  their  ships,  except  a  violent  east  wind,  against 
which  they  wet  the  other  eye ;  lazy  boats  visit  them  with  comfort  and 
delight,  while  white  waves  are  leaping  in  the  offing ;  they  cherisli 
their  well-earned  rest,  and  eat  the  lotus — or  rather  the  onion — and 
drink  ambrosial  grog ;  they  lean  upon  the  bulwarks,  and  contemplate 
their  shadows — the  noblest  possible  employment  for  mankind — and 
lo,  if  they  care  to  lift  their  eyes,  in  the  south  shines  the  quay  of 
Bridlington,  inland  the  long  ridge  of  Priory  stands  high,  and  west- 
ward in  a  nook,  if  they  level  well  a  clear  glass  (after  holding  on  the 
slope  so  many  steamy  ones),  they  may  espy  Anerley  Farm,  and  some- 
times Mary  Anerley  herself. 

For  she,  when  the  ripple  of  the  tide  is  fresh,  and  the  glance  of 
the  summer  mom  glistening  on  the  sands,  also  if  a  little  rocky  basin 
happens  to  be  fit  for  shrimping,  and  only  some  sleepy  ships  at  anchor 
in  the  distance  look  at  her,  fearless  she — because  all  sailors  are 
generally  down  at  breakfast — tucks  up  her  skirt  and  gaily  runs  upon 
the  accustomed  playground,  with  her  pony  left  to  wait  for  her. 
The  pony  is  old,  while  she  is  young  (although  she  was  bom  before 
him),  and  now  he  belies  his  name, '  Lord  Keppel,'  by  starting  at 
every  soft  glimmer  of  the  sea.  Therefore  now  he  is  left  to  roam 
at  his  leisiu^  above  high-water  mark,  poking  his  nose  into  black  dry 
weed,  probing  the  winnow-casts  of  yellow  drift  for  oats,  and  snorting 
disappointment  through  a  gritty  dance  of  sand-hoppers. 
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Mary  has  brought  him  down  the  old  *  Dane's  Dyke '  for  society 
rather  than  service,  and  to  strengthen  his  nerves  with  the  dew  of  the 
salt^  for  the  sake  of  her  Jack  who  loved  him.  He  may  do  as  he  likes, 
as  he  always  does.  If  his  conscience  allows  him  to  walk  home,  no 
one  will  think  the  less  of  him.  Having  very  little  conscience  at  his 
time  of  life  (after  so  much  contact  with  mankind),  he  considers  con- 
venience only.  To  go  home  would  suit  him  very  well,  but  his  crib 
would  be  empty  till  his  young  mistress  came ;  moreover,  there  is  a 
little  dog  that  plagues  him,  when  his  door  is  open  ;  and  in  spite  of 
old  age,  it  is  something  to  be  free ;  and  in  spite  of  all  experience,  to 
hope  for  something  good.  Therefore  Lord  Keppel  is  as  fEdthful  as 
the  rocks ;  he  lifts  his  long  heavy  head  and  gazes  wistfully  at  the 
anchored  ships,  and  Mary  is  sure  that  the  darling  pines  for  his  absent 
master. 

But  she  -with  the  multitudinous  tingle  of  youth  runs  away  rejoic- 
ing. The  crisping  power  and  brilliance  of  the  morning  are  upon  her, 
and  the  air  of  the  bright  sea  lifts  and  spreads  her,  like  a  pillowy 
skate's  egg.  The  polish  of  the  wet  sand  flickers,  like  veneer  of  maple- 
wood,  at  every  quick  touch  of  her  dancing  feet.  Her  dancing  feet 
are  as  light  as  nature  and  high  spirits  made  them,  not  only  quit  of 
epindle  heels,  but  even  free  from  shoes  and  socks  left  high  and  dry 
on  the  shingle.  And  lighter  even  than  the  dancing  feet  the  merry 
heart  is  dancing,  laughing  at  the  shadows  of  its  own  delight ;  while 
the  radiance  of  blue  eyes  springs,  like  a  fount  of  brighter  heaven ; 
and  the  sunny  hair  falls,  flows,  or  floats,  to  provoke  the  wind  for  play- 
mate. 

Such  at  pretty  sight  was  good  to  see  for  innocence  and  largeness. 
So  the  buoyancy  of  nature  springs  anew  in  those  who  have  been 
weary,  when  they  see  her  brisk  power  inspiring  the  young,  who  never 
stand  still  to  think  of  her,  but  are  up  and  away  with  her,  where  she 
will,  at  the  breath  of  her  subtle  encouragement. 

{To  be  continued). 
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Shelley  as  a  Lyric  Poet.^  u 

SO  many  biographies,  records,  comments,  criticisms,  o£  .  Shdley 
have  lately  appeared  that  I  take  for  granted  that  all  who  bear 
me  have  some  general  acquaintance  with  the  facts  of  his  life. 
Of  the  biographies  none,  perhaps,  is  more  interesting  than  the 
short  work  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Symonds,  which  has  lately  been  published 
as  one  of  the  series  edited  by  Mr.  Morley,  *  English  Men  of  Letters^' 
That  work  has  all  the  charm  which  intense  admiration  of  its  subject, 
set  forth  in  a  glowing  style,  can  lend  it.  Those  who  in  the  main 
hold  with  Mr.  Symonds,  and  aie  at  one  with  him  in  his  funda- 
mental estimate  of  things,  will  no  doubt  find  his  work  highly  attrao 
tive.  Those,  on  the  other  hand,  who  see  in  Shelley's  character 
many  things  which  they  cannot  admire,  and  in  the  theories  tJiat 
moulded  it  much  which  is  deeply  repulsive,  wiU  find  Mr.  Symonds's 
work  a  less  satisfactory  guide  than  they  could  have  wished.  Of 
the  many  comments  and  criticisms  on  Shelley's  character  and  poetry 
two  of  the  most  substantial  and  rational  are,  the  essay  by  Mr.  R.  IL, 
Hutton,  and  that  by  the  late  Mr.  Walter  Bagehot.  To  these  twa 
friends  SheUey,  it  would  appear,  had  been  one,  of  the  attractions  of 
their  youth,  and  in  their  riper  years  each  has  given  his  mature 
estimate  of  SheUey's  poetiy  in  its  whole  substance  and  tendency* 
We  all  admire  that  which  we  agree  with ;  and  nowhere  have  I  foimd 
on  this  subject  thoughts  which  seem  to  me  so  adequate  and  so  helpful 
as  those  contained  in  these  two  essays,  none  which  give  such  insight 
into  Shelley's  abnormal  character  and  into  the  ,6e<^ret  spifings  hi|B 
inspiration.  Of  the  benefit  of  these  thoughts  I  hav«  freely  jailed 
myself,  whenever  they  seemed  to  throw  light  on  the  subject  of  this 
lecture. 

The  eflfort  to  enter  into  the  meaning  of  Shelley's  poetry  is  not 
aitogether  a  painless  one.  Some  may  ask.  Why  should  it  be  painful  ? 
Cannot  you  enjoy  his  poems  merely  in  an  sesthetic  way,  take  the 
^marvel  of  their  aerial  movement  and  the  magic  of  their  melody, 
-without  scrutitiising  too  closely  their  meaning  or  moral  import? 
This»  I  suppose,  most  of  my  hearers  could  do  for  themselves,  without 
^y  comment  of  mine.  Such  a  mere  surface,  dilettante  way  of 
treating  the  subject  would  be  useless  in  itself,  and  altogether  un- 
worthy of  this  place.  All  true  literature,  all  genuine  poetry,  is  the 
direct  outcome,  the  condensed  essence,  of  actual  life  and  thought. 
Lyric  poetry  for  the  most  part  is — Shelley's  especially  was — the 
vivid  expression  of  personal  experience.  It  is  only  as  poetry 
is  founded  on  reality  that  it  has  any  solid  value ;  otherwise  it  is 
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worttilegB.  Befeie,  then,  attempting  to  understand  Shelley's  lyrics  I 
must  ask  what  was  the  reality  out  of  which  they  came — that  is,  what 
manner  of  man  Shelley  was,  what  were  his  ruling  views  of  life,  along 
what  lines  did  his  thoughts  move  ? 

Those  who  knew  Shelley  best  speak  of  the  sweetness  and  refine- 
ment of  his  nature,  of  his  lofty  disinterestedness,  his  imworldliness. 
They  even  speak  of  something  like  heroic  self-forgetfulness.  These 
things  we  can  in  sort  believe,  for  there  are  in  his  writings  many 
traits  that  look  like  those  qualities.  And  yet  one  receives  with  some 
decided  reserve  the  high  eulogies  of  his  friends ;  for  we  feel  that 
th^  were  not  generally  men  whose  moral  estimates  of  things  we 
would  entirely  accept,  and  his  life  contained  things  that  seem 
strangely  at  variance  with  such  qualities  as  they  attribute  to  him. 
When  Byron  speaks  of  his  purity  of  mind  we  cannot  but  doubt  whether 
Byron  was  a  good  judge  of  purity.  We  must,  moreover,  on  the  evidence 
of  Shelley's  own  works  demur ;  for  there  runs  through  his  poems 
a  painful  taint  of  supersubtilised  impurity,  of  aweless  shamelessness, 
which  we  never  can  believe  came  from  a  mind  truly  pure.  A  pene- 
trating taint  it  is,  which  has  evilly  affected  many  of  the  higher  minds 
who  admire  him,  in  a  way  which  Byron's  own  more  commonplace 
licentiousness  never  could  have  done. 

One  of  his  biographers  has  said  that  in  no  man  was  the  moral 
sense  ever  more  completely  developed  than  in  Shelley,  in  none  was 
the  perception  of  right  and  wrong  more  acute.  I  rather  think  that 
the  late  Mr.  Bagehot  was  nearer  the  mark  when  he  asserted  that  in 
Shelley  the  conscience  never  had  been  revealed — that  he  was  almost 
entirely  without  consci^ce.  Moral  susceptibilities  and  impulses, 
keen  and  refined,  he  had.  He  was  inspired  with  an  enthusiasm  of 
humanity  after  a  kind;  hated  to  see  pain  in  others,  and  would 
willingly  relieve  it ;  hated  oppression,  and  stormed  against  it,  but 
then  he  regarded  all  rule  and  authority  as  oppression.  He  felt  for 
the  poor  and  the  suffering,  and  tried  to  help  them,  and  willingly 
would  have  shared  with  all  men  the  vision  of  good  which  he  sought 
for  himself.  But  these  passionate  impulses  are  something  very  dif- 
ferent from  conscience.  Conscience  first  reveals  itself  when  we  become 
aware  of  the  strife  between  a  lower  and  a  higher  nature  within  us — 
a  law  of  the  flesh  warrii^  against  the  law  of  the  mind.  And  it  is  out 
of  this  experience  that  moral  religion  is  bom,  the  higher  law  rather 
leading  up  and  linking  us  to  One  whom  that  law  represents.  As 
Canon Mozely  has  said,  'it  is  an  introspection  on  which  all  religion 
is  built — ^man  going  into  himself  and  seeing  the  struggle  within 
him ;  and  thence  getting  self-knowledge,  and  thence  the  knowledge 
of  Grod.'  Of  this  double  nature,  this  inward  strife  between  flesh  and 
spirit,  Shelley  knew  nothing.  He  was  altogether  a  child  of  impulse 
— of  impulse,  one,  total,  all-absorbing.  And  the  impulse  that  came 
to  him  he  followed  whithersoever  it  went,  without  questioning  either 
himself  or  it.  He  was  pre-^ninently  rots  'rrd$6<rt,v  dKoXovOfji-tKo^j 
and  you  know  that  Aristotle  tells  us  that  such  an  one  is  no  fit  judge 
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of  moral  truth.  But  this  peculiarity,  which  made  him  so  little  fitted 
to  guide  either  his  own  life  or  that  of  others,  tended,  on  the  other 
hand,  very  powerfully  to  make  him  pre-eminently  a  lyric  poet.  How 
it  fitted  him  for  this  we  shall  presently  see.  But  abandonment  to 
impulse,  however  much  it  may  contribute  to  lyrical  inspiration,  is  a 
poor  guide  to  conduct ;  and  a  poet's  conduct  in  life,  of  whatever  kind 
it  be,  quickly  reacts  on  his  poetry.    It  was  so  with  Shelley. 

It  is  painful  to  recall  the  unhappy  incidents,  but  we  cannot 
imderstand  his  poetry  if  we  forget  them.  ^  Strongly  moralised,'  Mr. 
Symonds  tells  us,  his  boyhood  was ;  but  of  a  stitmge — I  might  say, 
an  unhuman — type  the  morality  must  have  been  which  allowed 
some  of  the  chief  acts  of  his  life.  His  father  was  no  doubt  a  com- 
monplace and  worldly-minded  squire,  wholly  unsympathetic  with  his 
dreamy  son ;  but  this  cannot  justify  the  son's  unfilial  and  irreverent 
conduct  towards  his  parent,  going  so  far  as  to  curse  him  for  the 
amusement  of  coarse  Eton  companions.  Nobility  of  nature  he  may 
have  had,  but  it  was  such  nobility  as  allowed  him,  in  order  to  hurl 
defiance  at  authority,  to  start  atheist  at  Eton,  and  to  do  the  same 
more  boldly  at  Oxford,  with  what  result  you  know.  It  allowed  him 
to  engage  the  heart  of  a  simple  and  artless  girl,  who  entrusted  her 
life  in  his  keeping,  and  then  after  two  or  three  years  to  abandon 
her  and  her  child — for  no  better  reason,  it  would  seem,  than  that 
she  cared  too  little  for  her  baby,  and  had  an  unpleasant  sister,  who 
was  an  oflFence  to  Shelley.  It  allowed  him  first  to  insult  the  religious 
sense  of  his  fellow  men  by  preaching  the  wildest  atheism,*  then  in  the 
poem  '  Laon  and  Cythna,'  which  he  intended  to  be  his  gospel  for  the 
world,  to  outrage  the  deepest  instincts  of  our  nature  by  introducing  a 
most  horrible  and  unnatural  incident.  A  moral  taint  there  is  in  this, 
which  has  left  its  trail  in  many  of  his  after  poems.  The  furies  of 
the  sad  tragedy  of  Harriet  Westbrook  haunted  him  till  the  close, 
and  drew  forth  some  strains  of  weird  agony;  but  even  in  these 
there  is  no  manly  repentance,  no  self-reproach  that  is  true  and 
human-hearted. 

After  his  second  marriage  he  never  repeated  the  former  offence, 
but  many  a  strain  in  his  later  poems,  as  in  *  Epipsychidion,'  and  in 
his  latest  lyrics,  proves  that  constancy  of  affection  was  not  in  him,  nor 
reckoned  by  him  among  the  virtues.  Idolaters  of  Shelley  will,  I  know, 
reply,  *  You  judge  Shelley  by  the  conventioncd  morality  of  thejresent 
day,  and,  judging  him  by  this  standard,  of  course  you  harshly  con- 
demn him.  But  it  was  against  these  very  conventions  which  you  call 
morality  that  Shelley's  whole  life  was  a  protest.  He  was  the  pfophet 
of  something  truer  or  better  than  this.'  To  this  I  answer  that 
Shelley's  revolt  was  not  against  the  conventional  morality  of  his  own 
time,  but  against  the  fundamental  morality  of  all  time.  Had  he 
merely  cried  out  against  the  stifling  political  atmosphere  and  the 
dry,  dead  orthodoxy  of  the  Regency  and  the  reign  of  George  IV.,  and 
longed  for  some  ampler  air,  freer  and  more  life-giving,  one  could  well 
have  understood  him,  even  sympathised  with  him.    But  he  rebelled 
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not  against  the  limitations  and  corruptions  of  his  own  day,  but 
against  the  moral  verities  which  two  thousand  years  have  made  good, 
and  which  have  been  tested  and  approved  not  only  by  eighteen 
Christian  centuries,  but  no  less  by  the  wisdom  of  Virgil  and  Cicero,  of 
Aristotle  and  Sophocles.  Shelley  may  be  the  prophet  of  a  new  moraUty, 
but  it  is  one  which  never  can  be  realised  till  moral  law  has  been  ob- 
Uterated  from  the  imiverse  and  conscience  from  the  heart  of  man. 

A  nature  which  was  capable  of  the  things  I  have  alluded  to, 
whatever  other  traits  of  nobility  it  may  have  had,  must  have  been 
traversed  by  some  strange  deep  flaw,  marred  by  some  radical  inward 
defect.  In  some  of  his  gifts  and  impulses  he  was  more, — in  other 
things  essential  to  goodness,  he  was  far  less, — than  other  men ;  a 
fully  developed  man  he  certainly  was  not.  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that,  for  all  his  noble  impulses  and  aims,  he  was  in  some  way  defi- 
cient in  rational  and  moral  sanity.  Many  of  you  will  remember 
Hazlitt's  somewhat  cynical  description  of  him.  Yet,  to  judge  by 
his  writings,  it  looks  like  truth.  He  had  ^  a  fire  in  his  eye,  a  fever 
in  his  blood,  a  maggot  in  his  brain,  a  hectic  flutter  in  his  speech, 
which  mark  out  the  philosophic  fanatic.  He  is  sanguine-com- 
plexioned  and  shrill-voiced.*  This  is  just  the  outward  appearance 
we  could  fancy  for  his  inward  temperament.  What  was  that  tem- 
perament ? 

He  was  entirely  a  child  of  impulse,  lived  and  longed  for  high- 
strung,  intense  emotion — simple,  all-absorbing,  all-penetrating  emo- 
tion, going  straight  on  in  one  direction  to  its  object,  hating  and 
resenting  whatever  opposed  its  progress  thitherward.  The  object 
which  he  longed  for  was  some  abstract  intellectualised  spirit  of  beauty 
and  loveliness,  which  should  thrill  his  spirit  continually  with  delicious 
shocks  of  emotion. 

This  yearning,  panting  desire  is  expressed  by  him  in  a  thousand 
forms  and  figures  throughout  bis  poetry.  A^n  and  again  the 
refrain  recurs — 

I  pant  for  the  music  which  is  Divine, 
My  heart  in  its  thirst  is  a  dying  flower  \ 

Pour  forth  the  sound  like  enchanted  wine, 
Loosen  the  notes  in  a  silver  shower ; 

Like  a  herbless  plain  for  the  gentle  rain 

I  gasp,  I  faint,  till  they  wake  again. 

Let  me.  drink  the  spirit  of  that  sweet  soimd  ; 

More,  O  liiore !  I  am  thirsting  yet ; 
It  loosens  tne  serpent  which  care  has  bound 

Upon  my  heart,  to  stifle  it ; 
The  dissolving  strain,  through  every  vein, 
Passes  into  my  heart  and  brain. 

He  sought  not  mere  sensuous  enjoyment,  like  Keats,  but  keen 
islellectual  and  emotional  delight — the  mental  thrill,  the  glow  of 
soul,  the  ^tingling  of  the  nerves,'  that  accompany  transcendental 
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rapture.  His  hungry  craving  was  for  intellectual  beauty,  'and  the 
detight  it  yieltis ;  if  not  that,  then  for  horror,  anything  to  thrill  the^ 
nerves,  though  it  should  curdle  the  blood  and  make  ti^e  flesh,  creep. 
Sometimes  for  a  moment  this  perfect  abstract  loveliness  would  seem 
to  have  embodied  itself  in  some  creature  of  flesh  and  blood ;  but  only 
for  a  moment  would  the  sight  soothe  him — the  sympathy  would  cease, 
the  glow  of  heart  would  die  down — and  he  would  pass  on  in  the  hot, 
insatiable  pursuit  of  new  rapture.  '  There  is  no  rest  for  us,'  says  the 
great  preacher,,' save  in  quietness,  confidence,  and  affection.'  This 
was  not  what  Shelley  sought,  but  something  very  different  from  this. 

The  pursuit  of  abstract  ideal  beauty  was  one  form  which  his 
himgry,  insatiable  desire  took.  Another  passion  that  possessed  him 
was  the  longing  to  pierce  to  the  very  heart  the  mystery  of  existence. 
It  has  been  said  that  before  an  insoluble  mystery,  clearly  seen  to  be 
insoluble,  the  soul  bows  down  and  is  at  rest,  as  before  an  ascertained 
truth.  Shelley  knew  nothing  of  this.  Before  nothing  would  his  soul 
bow  down.  Every  veil,  however  sacred,  he  would  rend,  pierce  the 
inner  shrine  of  being,  and  force  it  to  give  up  its  secret.  There  is  in 
him  a  profane  audacity,  an  utter  awelessness.  Intellectual  AlBcos 
was  to  him  unknown.  Keverence  was  to  him  another  word  for  hated 
superstition.  Nothing  was  to  him  inviolate.  All  the  natural  reserves 
he  would  break  down.  Heavenward,  he  would  pierce  to  the  heart  of 
t^e  universe  and  lay  it  bare ;  manward,  he  would  annihilate  all  the 
precincts  of  personality.  Every  soul  should  be  free  to  mingle  with 
any  other,  as  so  many  raindrops  do.    In  his  own  words. 

The  fonntains  of  our  deepest  life  shall  be 
Confused  in  passion's  golden  purity. 

However  fine  the  language  in  which  such  feelings  may  clothe  them- 
selves, in  truth  they  are  wholly  vile  ;  there  is  no  horror  of  shameless- 
ness  which  they  may  not  generate.  Yet  this  is  what  comes  of  the  ' 
unbridled  desire  for  'tinghng  pulses,'  qmvering,  panting,  fainting 
sensibility,  which  Shelley  everywhere  makes  the  supreme  happiness. 
It  issues  in  awelessness,  irreverence,  and  what  some  one  has  called 
*  moral  nudity.' 

These  two  impulses,  both  combined  with  another  passion,  he  had 
— the  passion  for  reforming  the  world.  He  had  a  real,  benevolent 
desire  to  impart  to  all  men  the  peculiar  good  he  sought  for  himself 
—a  life  of  free,  unimpeded  impulse,  of  passionate,  unobstructed 
desire.  Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity — these  of  course;  but  some- 
thing far  beyond  these — absolute  Perfection,  as  he  conceived  it,  he 
believed  to  be  within  every  man's  reach.  Attainable,  if  only  all  the 
growths  of  history  could  be  swept  away,  all  authority  and  govern- 
ment, all  religion,  all  law,  custom,  nationality,  everything  tliat 
limits  and  restrains,  and  .  if  every  man  were  left  open  to  the  uncon- 
trolled expansion  of  himself  and  his  impulses.  The  end  of  this 
process  of  making  a  clean  sweep  of  all  that  is,  and  beginning  afrelfb, 
would  be  that  family,  social  ranks,  government,  worship,  would  di^ 
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appear,  and  then  man  would  be  king  over  himself)  and  wise,  gentle, 
jost,  and  good.  Such  was  his  temperament,  the  original  emotional 
basis  of  Shelley's  nature ;  such,  too,  some  of  the  chief  aims  towards 
which  this  temperament  impelled  him.  And  certainly  these  aims  do 
make  one  think  of  the  ^  maggot  in  his  brain.'  But  a  temp^mment  of 
this  kind,  whatever  aims  it  tunied  to,  was  eminently  and  essentially 
lyrical^  .Those  thrills  of  soul,  those  tingHng  nerves,  those  rapturous  gbws 
of  feding,  are  the  very  substance  out  of  which  high  lyrics  are  woven. 

The  insatiable  craving  to  pierce  the  mystery^,  of  course,  drove 
Shelley  to  philosophy  for  instrumental  to  pierce  it  with.  During  hia 
brief  life  hie  was  a  follower  of  three  distinct  schools  of  thought.  At 
first  he  began  with  the  philosophy  of  the  senses,  was  a  materialist, 
adopting  Lucretius  as  Ms  master  and  holding  that  atoms  are  the 
only  realities,  with  perhaps  a  pervading  life  dl  nature  to  mould 
them — ^that  from  atoms  all  things  come,  to  atoms  return.  Yet  even 
over  tMff  dreary  creed,  without  spirit,  immortality,  or  Grod,  he  shouted 
a  jiftbilant  ^  Eureka,'  as  though  it  were  some  new  glad  tidings. 

From  this  he  passed  into  the  school  of  Hume — got  rid  of  master, 
the  dull  clods  of  earth,  denied  both  matter  and  mind,  and  held  that 
these  were  nothing  but  impressions,  with  no  substance  behind  them. 
This  was  liker  Shelley's  cast  of  mind  than  materialism.  Not  only 
duH  clods  of  matter,  but  personality,  the  *  I '  and  the  '  thou,'  were  by 
thia  creed  eliminated,  and  that  exactly  suited  Shelley's  way  of 
thouglit.  » It  gave  him  a  phantom  worlds 

From  Hume  he  went  on  to  Plato^  and  in  him  found  still  more 
congenial  nutriment.  The  solid,  fixed  entities—matter  and  mind — 
he  could  still  deny,  while  be  was  led  on  to  believe  in  eternal  arehe^ 
types  behind  all  phenomena,  as  the  only  realities.  These  Platonic 
ideas  attracted  his  abstract  intellect  and  imagination,  and  are  often 
alhided  to  in  Us  later  poems,  as  in  '  Adonais.'  Out  of  this  philosophy 
it  is  probable  that  he  got  the  only  object  of  worship  which  he -ever, 
acknowledged,  the  Spirit  of  Beauty.  Plato's  idea  of  beauty  changed  into 
a  8{nrit,  but  without  will,  without  morality,  in  his  own  words 

That  Light  whose  smile  kindles  the  univei'se, 
That  B^uty  in  which  all  things  work  and  move, 
That  Benediction  which  the  eclipsing  curse 
Of  birth  can  quench  not,  that  sustaining  Love 
Which,  through  the  web  of  being  blindly  wove 
By  man  and  beast  and  earth  and  air  and  sea, 
Bums  bright  or  dim,  as  each  are  mirrors  of 
The  fire  for  which  all  thirst. 

To  the  moral  and  religious  truths  which  are  the  backbone  of 
Plato's  thought  he  never  attained.  Shelley's  thought  never  had  any 
backbone.  Each  of  these  successively  adopted  philosojJiies  entered 
into  and  coloured  the  successive  stages  of  Shelley's  poetry;  but 
thcDugh  tfaem^U  his  intellect  and  imagination  remiined  uncfaang^ 

What-was  the  nature  of  that  intellect  ?   It  was  wholly  akin  and 
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adapted  to  the  temperament  I  have  described  as  his.    Impatient  of 
solid  substances,  inaccessible  to  many  kinds  of  truth,  inappreciative  q€ 
solid,  concrete  facts,  it  was  quick  and  subtle  to  seize  the  evanescent; 
hues  of  things,  the  delicate  aromas  which  are  too  fine  for  ordinary 
perceptions.    His  intellect  waited  on  his  temperament,  and,  so  to 
speak,  did  its  will — caught  up  one  by  one  the  warm  emotions  as  thejr 
were  flung  off,  and  worked  them  up  into  the  most  exquisite  abstrac- 
tions.   The  rush  of  throbbing  pulsations  supplied  the  materials  for 
his  keen-edged  thought  to  work  on,  and  these  it  did  mould  into  the 
rarest,  most  beautiful  shapes.    This  his  mind  was  busy  doing  all  his 
life  long.    The  real  world,  existence  as  it  is  to  other  minds,  he  re- 
coiled from — shrank  from  the  dull,  gross  earth  which  we  see  around 
us — nor  less  from  the  unseen  world  of  Eighteous  Law  and  Will 
which  we  apprehend  above  us.    The  solid  earth  he  did  not  care  for.. 
Heaven — a  moral  heaven — there  was  that  in  him  which  would  not 
believe  in.    So,  as  Mr.  Hutton  has  said,  his  mind  made  for  itself  a 
dwelling-place  midway  between  the  two,  equally  remote  from  both, 
some  interstellar  region,  some  cold,  clear  place — 

Pinnacled  dim  in  the  intense  inane — 

which  he  peopled  with  ideal  shapes  and  abstractions,  wonderful  or  weird, 
beautiful  or  fantastic,  all  woven  out  of  his  own  dreaming  phantasy. 

This  was  the  world  in  which  he  was  at  home ;  he  was  not  at  home 
with  any  reality  known  to  other  men.  No  real  human  characters 
appear  in  his  poetry;  his  own  pulsations,  desires,  aspirations,  sup- 
plied the  place  of  these.  Hardly  any  actual  human  feeling  is  in 
them ;  only  some  phase  of  evanescent  emotion,  or  the  shadow  of  it,  is 
seized — not  even  the  flower  of  human  feeling,  but  the  bloom  of  the 
flower  or  the  dream  of  the  bloom.  A  real  landscape  he  has  seldom 
described,  only  his  own  impression  of  it,  or  some  momentary  gleam, 
some  tender  light,  that  has  fleeted  vanishingly  over  earth  and  sea  he 
has  caught.  Nature  he  used  mainly  to  cull  from  it  some  of  its  most 
delicate  tints,  some  faint  hues  of  the  dawn  or  the  sunset  clouds,  to 
weave  in  and  colour  the  web  of  his  abstract  dream.  So  entirely  at 
home  is  he  in  this  abstract  shadowy  world  of  his  own  making,  that 
when  he  would  describe  common  visible  things  he  does  so  by  likening 
them  to  those  phantoms  of  the  brain,  as  though  with  these  last  alone 
he  was  familiar.  Virgil  likens  the  ghosts  by  the  banks  of  Styx  to 
falling  leaves — 

Quam  multa  in  sQvb  auctumni  frigore  prime 
Lapsa  cadunt  folia. 

Shelley  likens  falling  leaves  to  ghosts.    Before  the  wind  the  dead 
leaves,  he  says — 

Are  driven,  like  ghosts  from  an  enchanter  fleeing. 

Others  have  compared  thought  to  a  breeze.   With  Shelley  the 
breeze  is  like  thought ;  the  pilot  spirit  of  the  blast,  he  says — 


Digitized  by  Google 


1879] 


Shelley  as  a  Lyric  Poet. 


45 


^  Wakens  the  leaves  and  waves,  ere  it  hath  past. 

To  such  brief  unison  as  on  the  brain 
One  tone  which  never  can  recur  has  cast 
One  accent,  never  to  return  again. 

We  see  thus  that  nature  as  it  actually  exists  has  little  place  in 
Shelley's  poetry.  And  man,  as  he  really  is,  may  be  said  to  have  no 
place  at  all. 

Neither  is  the  world  of  moral  or  spiritual  truth  there — not  the 
living  laws  by  which  th©  world  is  governed — ^no  presence  of,  a  Sove- 
reign Will,  no  all-wise  Personality,  behind  the  fleeting  shows  of 
time.  The  abstract  world  which  his  imagination  dwelt  in  is  a  cold, 
weird,  unearthly,  inhuman  place,  peopled  with  shapes  which  we  may 
wonder  at,  but  cannot  love.  When  we  first  encounter  these  we  are 
fiain  to  exclaim,  Earth  we  know,  and  Heaven  we  know,  but  who  and 
what  are  ye  ?  Ye  belong  neither  to  things  human  nor  to  things 
divine.  After  a  very  brief  sojourn  in  Shelley's  ideal  world,  with  its 
pale  abstractions,  most  men  are  ready  to  say  with  another  poet,  after 
a  voyage  among  the  stars — 

Then  back  to  earth,  the  dear  green  earth ; 
Whole  ages  though  I  here  should  roam, 
The  world  for  my  remarks  and  me 
Would  not  a  whit  the  better  be  : 

I've  left  my  heart  at  home. 

In  that  dear  green  earth,  and  .  the  men  who  have  lived  or  still 
live  on  it,  in  their  human  hopes  and  fears,  in  their  faiths  and  aspi- 
rations, lies  the  truest  field  for  the  highest  imagination  to  work 
in.  That  I  believe  to  be  the  haimt  and  main  region  for  the  songs 
of  the  greatest  poets.  The  real  is  the  true  world  for  a  great  poet, 
but  it  was  not  Shelley's  world. 

Yet  Shelley,  while  the  imaginative  mood  was  on  him,  felt  this 
ideal  world  of  his  as  real  as  most  men  feel  the  solid  earth,  and 
through  the  pallid  lips  of  its  phantom  people  and  dim  abstractions  he 
pours  as  warm  a  flood  of  emotion  as  ever  poet  did  through  the 
rosiest  lips  and  brightest  eyes  of  earth-bom  creatures.  Not  more  real 
to  Bums  were  his  bonny  Jean  and  his  Highland  Mary,  than  to 
Shelley  were  the  visions  of  Asia  and  Panthea,  and  the  Lady  of  the  Sen- 
sitive Plant,  while  he  gazed  on  them.  And  when  his  affections  did 
light,  not  on  these  abstractions,  but  on  creatures  of  flesh  and  blood, 
yet  so  penetrated  was  his  thought  with  his  own  idealism,  that  he 
lifted  tiiem  up  from  earth  into  that  rarefied  atmosphere,  and  de- 
scribed them  in  the  same  style  of  imagery  and  language  as  that  with 
which  he  clothes  the  phantasms  of  his  mind.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  was  a  narrow  and  limited  tract  over  which  Shelley's  imagina- 
tion ranged — that  it  took  little  or  no  note  of  reality,  and  that  bound- 
less as  was  its  fertility  and  power  of  resource  within  its  own  chosen 
circle,  yet  the  widest  realm  of  mere  brain  creation  must  be  thin  and 
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small  compared  with  existing  reality  both  in  the  seen  and  the 
unseen  worlds. 

We  can  now  see  the  reason  why  Shelley's  long  poems  are  such 
absolute  failures,  his  short  lyrics  so  strangely  succeed.    Mere  thrills 
of  soul  were  weak  as  connecting  bonds  for  long  poems.  Dis- 
tilled essences  and  personified  qualities  were  poor  material  out  of 
which  to  build  up  great  works.    These  things  could  give  neither 
unity,  nor  motive  power,   nor  human  interest  to  long  poems. 
Henee  the  incoherence  which  all  but  a  few  devoted  admirers  find 
in  Shelley's  long  poems,  despite  their  grand  passages  and  their  splen- 
did imagery.    In  fact,  if  the  long  poems  were  to  be  broken  up  and 
thrown  into  a  heap,  and  the  lyric  portions  riddled  out  of  them  and 
preserved,  the  world  would  lose  nothing,  and  would  get  rid  of  not  a 
little  oflFensive  stuflF.    An  exception  to  this  judgment  is  generally 
made  in  favour  of  the  '  Cenci ' ;  but  that  tragedy  turns  on  an 
incident  so  repulsive  that,  notwithstanding  its  acknowedged  power, 
it  can  hardly  give  pleasure  to  any  healthy  mind. 

On  the  other  hand,  single  thrills  of  rapture,  which  are  such  in- 
sufficient stuflF  to  make  long  poems  out  of,  supply  the  very  inspiration 
for  the  true  lyric.  It  is  this  predominance  of  emotion,  so  unhappy  to 
himself,  which  made  Shelley  the  lyrist  that  he  was.  When  he  sings 
his  lyric  strains,  whatever  is  most  unpleasant  in  him  is  softened 
down,  if  it  does  not  wholly  disappear.  Whatever  is  most  unique  and 
excellent  in  him  comes  out  at  its  best — his  eye  for  abstract  beauty, 
the  subtlety  of  his  thought,  the  rush  of  his  eager  pursuing  de- 
sire, the  splendour  of  his  imagery,  the  delicate  rhythm,  the 
matchless  music.  These  lyrics  are  gales  of  melody  blown  from  a 
far-oflF  region,  that  looks  fair  in  the  distance.  Perhaps  those  enjoy 
them  most  who  do  not  inquire  too  closely  what  is  the  nature  of  that 
land,  or  know  too  exactly  the  theories  and  views  of  life  of  which 
these  songs  are  the  effluence ;  for  if  we  come  too  near  we  might 
find  that  there  was  poison  in  the  air.  Many  a  one  has  read  those 
lyrics  and  felt  their  fascination  without  thought  of  the  unhappy 
experience  out  of  which  they  have  come.  They  understood  'a 
beauty  in  the  words,  but  not  the  words.'  I  doubt  whether  any  one 
after  very  early  youth,  any  one  who  has  known  the  realities  of  life, 
can  continue  to  take  Shelley's  best  songs  to  heart,  as  he'  can  those  of 
Shakespeare  or  the  best  of  Bums.  For,-  however  we  may  continue  to 
wonder  at  the  genius  that  is  in  them,  no  healthy  mind  will  find  in 
them  the  expression  of  its  truest  and  best  thoughts.  Other  lyric 
poets,  it  has  been  said,  sing  of  what  they  feel.  Shelley  in  his  lyrics 
sings  of  what  he  wants  to  feel.  The  thrills  of  desire,  the  gushes  of 
emotion,  are  all  straining  after  something  seen  afar  but  unat- 
tained,  something  distant  or  future ;  or  they  are  passionate  despair, 
utter  despondency  for  something  hopelessly  gone.  Yet  it  must  be 
owned  that  those  bursts  of  passionate  desire  after  ideal  beauty  set 
our  pulses  a-throbbing  with  a  strange  vibration  even  when  we  do 
not  really  sympathise  with  them.    Even  his  desolate  wails  make 
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those  seem  fcMr  a  moment  to  share  his  defi;)air  who  do  iK>i  ideally 
share  it.  Such  is  the  charm  of  his  impassioned  eloquence  and  the 
witchery  of  his  music. 

Let  us  turn  now  to  look  at  some  of  his  lyrics  in  detail. 

The  earliest  of  them,  those  of  1814,  were  written  while  Shelley 
was  under  the  depressii^  spell  of  materialistic  belief,  and  at  the  time 
when  he  was  abandoning  poor  Harriet  Weetbrook.  For  a  time  he 
lived  imder  the  spell  of  that  ghastly  faith,  hugging  it,  yet  hating  it ; 
and  its  progeny  are  seen  in  the  lyrics  of  that  time,  such  as  ^  Death,^ 
*  Mutability,' '  Lines  in  a  Country  Churchyard.'  These  have  a  cold, 
clammy  feel.  They  are  fiill  of  ^  wormy  horrors,'  as  though  the  poet 
were  one 

who  had  made  his  bed 
In  chamels  and  on  coffins,  where  black  Death 
Keeps  record  of  the  trophies  won  fix)m  Life, 

as  though  by  dwelling  amid  these  things  he  had  hoped  to  force  some 
lone  ghost 

to  render  up  the  tale 
Of  what  we  are. 

And  what  does  it  all  come  to  ? — ^what  is  the  lesson  he  reads  there  ? — 

Lift  not  the  painted  veil  which  those  who  live 

Call  life.  .  .  .  Behind  lurk  Fear 
And  Hope,  twin  destinies,  who  ever  weave 

Their  shadows  o'er  the  chasm,  si^tless  and  drear. 

That  is  all  that  the  belief  in  mere  matter  taught  Shelley,  or  ever 
will  teach  anyone. 

As  he  passed  on,  the  clayey,  clammy  sensation  is  less  present. 
Even  Hume's  impressions  are  better  than  mere  dust,  and  the  Platonic 
ideas  are  better  than  Hume's  impressions.  When  he  came  under 
the  influence  of  Plato  his  doctrine  of  ideas,  as  eternal  existences 
and  the  only  realities,  exercised  over  Shelley  the  charm  it  always 
has  had  for  imaginative  minds;  and  it  furnished  him  with  a  form 
imder  which  he  figured  to  himself  his  favourite  belief  in  the  Spirit 
of  Love  and  Beauty  as  the  animating  spirit  of  the  universe — that 
for  which  the  human  soul  pants.  It  is  the  passion  for  this  ideal 
which  leads  Alastor  through  his  long  wanderings  to  die  at  last  in  the 
Caucasian  wilderness  without  attaining  it.  It  is  this  which  he  apos- 
trophises in  the  *,Hymn  to  Intellectual  Beauty,'  as  the  power  which 
consecrates  all  it  shines  on,  as  the  awful  loveliness  to  wMch  he  looks 
to  free  this  world  from  its  dark  slavery.  It  is  this  vision  which 
reappears  in  its  highest  form  in  *  Prometheus  Unbound,'  the  greatest 
and  most  attractive  of  all  Shelley's  longer  poems.  That  drama  is 
from  beginning  to  end  a  great  lyrical  poem,  or  I  should  rather 
say  a  congeries  of  lyrics,  in  which  perhaps  more  than  anywhere 
else  Shelley's  lyrical  power  has  reached  its  highest  flight.  The 
whole  poem  is  exalted  by  a  grand  pervading  idea,  one  which  in 
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its  truest  and  deepest  form  is  the  grandest  we  can  conceive — the 
idea  of  the  ultimate  renovation  of  man  and  the  world.  And  although 
the  powers  and  processes  and  personified  abstractions  which  Shelley 
invoked  to  effect  this  end  are  ludicrously  inadequate,  as  irrational  as 
it  would  be  to  try  to  build  a  solid  house  out  of  shadows  and  moon- 
beams, yet  the  end  in  view  does  impart  to  the  poem  something  of 
its  own  elevation.  Prometheus,  the  representative  of  suffering  and 
struggling  humanity,  is  to  be  redeemed  and  perfected  by  union  with 
Asia,  who  is  the  ideal  of  beauty,  the  light  of  life,  the  spirit  of  love. 
To  this  spirit  Shelley  looked  to  rid  the  world  of  all  its  evil  and 
bring  in  the  diviner  day.  The  lyric  poetry,  which  is  exquisite 
throughout,  perhaps  culminates  in  the  well-known  exquisite  song  in 
which  Panthea,  one  of  the  nymphs,  hails  her  sister  Asia,  as 

Life  of  Life !  thy  lips  enkindle 

With  their  love  the  breath  between  them ; 

And  thy  smiles,  before  they  dwindle, 
Make  the  cold  air  fire ;  then  screen  them 

Li  those  looks,  where  whoso  gazes 

Faints,  entangled  in  their  mazes. 

Child  of  Light !  thy  limbs  are  burning 

Through  the  vest  which  seems  to  hide  them ; 

As  the  radiant  lines  of  morning 

Through  the  clouds,  ere  they  divide  them  ; 

And  this  atmosphere  divinest 

Shrouds  thee  wheresoever  thou  shinest. 

Lamp  of  Earth !  where'er  thou  movest 
The  dim  shapes  are  clad  with  brightness, 

And  the  souls  of  whom  thou  lovest 
Walk  upon  the  winds  with  lightness, 

Till  they  fail,  ds  I  am  faiUng, 

Dizzy,  lost,  yet  unbewailing. 

The  reply  of  Asia  to  this  song  is  hardly  less  exquisite.  Everyone 
here  will  remember  it  :— 

My  soul  is  an  enchanted  boat, 

Wliich,  like  a  sleeping  swan,  doth  float 
Upon  the  silver  waves  of  tby  sweet  singing ; 

And  thine  doth  Uke  an  angel  sit 

Beside  the  helm,  conducting  it, 
Whilst  all  the  winds  with  melody  are  ringing  j 

It  seems  to  float  ever,  for  ever, 

Upon  the  many-winding  river. 

Between  mountains,  woods,  abysses, 

A  paradise  of  wildernesses  ! 
Till,  like  one  in  slumber  bound. 
Borne  to  the  ocean,  I  float  down,  around 
Into  a  sea  profound  of  ever-spreading  sound. 
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Meanwhile  thy  spirit  lifte  its  pinions 

In  music's  most  serene  dominions, 
Catching  the  winds  that  fan  that  happy  heaven. 

And  we  sail  on,  away,  afar 

Without  a  course,  without  a  star, 
But,  by  the  instinct  of  sweet  music  driven ; 

Till  through  El3r8lan  garden  islets 

By  thee,  most  beautiful  of  pilots. 

Where  never  mortal  pinnace  glided, 

The  boat  of  my  desire  is  guided : 
Eealms  where  the  air  we  breathe  is  love, 
Which  in  the  winds  on  the  waves  doth  move, 
Harmonising  this  earth  with  what  we  feel  above. 

In  these  two  lyrics  you  have  Shelley  at  his  highest  perfection. 
Exquisitely  beautiM  as  they  are,  they  are,  however,  beautiful  as  the 
mirage  is  beautiful,  and  as  unsubstantial.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
reality  of  things  answering  to  Asia.  She  is  not  human,  die  is  not 
divine.  There  is  nothing  moral  in  her — no  will,  no  power  to  subdue 
evil ;  only  an  exquisite  essence,  a  melting  loveliness.  There  is  in 
her  no  law,  no  righteousness ;  something  to  enervate,  nothing  to 
brace  the  soul.  After  her  you  long  for  one  bracing  look  on  the 
stem,  severe  countenance  of  Duty,  of  whom  another  poet  sang — 

Stem  lawgiver !  yet  thou  dost  wear 

The  Gk)dhead's  most  benignant  grace ; 
Nor  know  I  anything  so  fnir 
As  is  the  smile  upon  thy  face ; 
Flowers  laugh  before  thee  in  their  beds. 
And  fragrance  in  thy  footing  treads ; 

Thou  dost  preserve  the  stars  from  wrong, 
And  the  most  ancient  heavens  through  thee  are  fresh  and  strong. 

Perfect  as  is  the  workmanship  of  those  lyrics  in  *  Prometheus ' 
and  many  another,  their  excellence  is  lessened  by  tl^e  material  out  of 
which  they  are  woven  being  fantastic,  not  substantial,  truth.  Few 
of  them  lay  hold  of  real  sentiments  which  are  catholic  to  humanity. 
They  do  not  deal  with  permanent  emotions  which  belong  to  all  men 
and  are  for  all  time,  but  appeal  rather  to  minds  in  a  particular  stage 
of  culture,  and  that  not  a  healthy  stage.  They  are  not  of  such  stuff 
as  life  is  made  of.  They  will  not  interest  all  healthy  and  truthful 
minds  in  all  stages  of  culture  and  in  all  ages.  To  do  this,  however, 
is,  I  believe,  a  note  of  the  highest  style  of  lyric  poem. 

Another  thing  to  be  observed  is,  that  while  the  imagery  of  Shelley's 
lyrics  is  so  splendid  and  the  music  of  their  language  so  magical,  both 
of  these  are  at  that  point  of  over-bloom  which  is  on  the  verge  of  decay. 
The  imagery,  for  all  its  splendour,  is  too  ornate,  too  redundant,  too 
much  overlays  the  thought,  which  has  not  strength  enough  to  uphold 
such  a  weight.  Then,  as  to  the  music  of  the  words,  wonderful  as  it  is, 
all  but  exclusive  admirers  of  Shelley  must  have  felt  at  times  as  if  the 
sound  runs  away  with  the  sense.    In  some  of  the  ^  Prometheus '  lyrics 
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the  poet,  according  to  Mr. Symonds,  seems  to  have  ^realised  the  miracle 
of  making  tvords,  detached  from  meaning,  the  substance  of  a  new 
ethereal  music'  This  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  dangerous  miracle  to 
practise.  Even  Shelley,  overborne  by  the  power  of  melodious  words, 
would  at  times  seem  to  approach  perilously  near  the  borders  of  the 
unintelligible,  not  to  say  the  nonsensical.  What  it  comes  to,  when 
adopted  as  a  style,  has  been  seen  plainly  enough  in  some  of  Shelley's 
chief  followers  in  our  own  day.  Cloyed  with  overloaded  imagery,  and 
satiated  almost  to  sickening  with  alliterative  music,  we  turn  for  re- 
invigoration  to  poetry  that  is  severe  even  to  baldness. 

The  *  Prometheus  Unbound '  was  written  in  Italy,  and  during  his 
four  Italian  years  Shelley's  lyric  stream  flowed  on  unremittingly,  and 
enriched  England's  poetry  with  many  lyrics  unrivalled  in  their  kind, 
and  evoked  from  its  language  a  new  power.  These  lyrics  are  on  the 
whole  his  best  poetic  work.  To  go  over  them  in  detail  would  be  im- 
possible, besides  being  needless.  Perhaps  his  year  most  prolific  in 
lyrics  was  1820,  just  two  years  before  his  death.  Among  the  products 
of  this  year  were,  the  *  Sensitive  Plant,'  more  than  hdf  lyrical,  the 
'Cloud,'  the  <  Skylark,'  *  Love's  Philosophy,'  'Arethusa,'  'Hymns 
of  Pan  and  ApoUo,'  all  in  his  best  manner,  with  many  besides  these. 
About  the  lyrics  of  this  time  two  things  are  noticeable :  more  of  them 
are  about  things  of  nature  than  heretofore,  and  there  are  several  on 
Oreek  subjects. 

Of  all  modem  attempts  to  reinstate  G-reek  subjects  I  know  nothing 
equal  to  these,  except  perhaps  one  or  two  of  the  Laureate's  happiest 
efforts.  They  take  the  Greek  forms  and  mythologies,  and  fill  them 
with  modem  thought  and  spirit.  And  perhaps  this  is  the  only  way 
to  make  Greek  subjects  real  and  interesting  to  us ;  for  if  we  want 
the  very  Greek  spirit  we  had  better  go  to  the  originals  and  not  to 
Any  reproductions. 

You  remember  how  he  makes  Pan  sing — 

From  the  forests  and  highlands 

We  come,  we  come ; 
From  the  river-girt  islands. 
Where  loud  waves  are  dumb, 
Listening  to  my  sweet  pipings. 
*  •  •  # 

Liquid  Peneus  was  flowing, 
And  all  dark  Tempe  lay 
In  Pelion's  shadow,  outgrowing 
The  light  of  the  dying  day, 
Speeded  with  my  sweet  pipings. 
The  SUeni,  and  Sylvans,  and  Fauns, 

And  the  nymphs  of  the  woods  and  waves, 
To  the  edge  of  the-  moist  river-lawns, 
And  the  brink  of  the  dewy  caves, 
And  all  that  did  then  attend  or  follow. 
Were  silent  with  love,  as  you  now,  Apollo, 
With  envy  of  my  sweet  pipings. 
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I  sang  of  the  dancing  stars, 

I  sang  of  the  daedal  Earth, 
And  of  Heaven,  and  the  giant  wars, 
And  Loye,  and  Death,  and  Birth, 
And  then  I  changed  my  pipings- 
Singing  how  down  the  vale  of  Menalns 

,  I  pursued  a  maiden  and  clasped  a  weed. 
Gods  and  men,  we  are  all  deluded  thus  ! 

It  breaks  in  our  bosom,  and  then  we  bleed  : 
All  wept,  as  I  think  both  ye  now  would, 
If  envy  or  age  had  not  frozen  your  blood, 
At  the  sorrow  of  my  sweet  pipings. 

Of  the  lyrics  on  natural  objects  the  two  supreme  ones  are  the 
*  Ode  on  the  West  Wind '  and  the  *  Skylark.'  Of  this  last  nothing 
need  be  Kiid.  Artistically  and  poetically  it  is  unique,  has  a  place  of 
its  own  in  poetry ;  yet  may  I  be  allowed  to  express  a  misgiving 
about  it  which  I  have  long  felt,  and  others  may  feel  too  ?  For  all  its 
beauty,  perhaps  one  would  rather  not  recall  it  when  hearing  the 
skylark's  song  in  the  fields  on  a  bright  spring  morning.  The  poem  is 
not  in  tune  with  the  bird's  song  and  the  feelings  it  does  and  ought  to 
awaken.  The  rapture  with  which  the  strain  springs  up  at  first  dies 
down  before  the  close  into  Shelley's  ever-haunting  morbidity.  Who 
wishes,  when  hearing  the  real  skylark,  to  be  told  that 

We  look  before  and  after. 

And  pine  for  what  is  not : 
Our  sincerest  laughter 

With  some  pain  is  fraught  9 

If  personal  feeling  is  to  be  inwrought  into  the  living  powers  of 
nature,  let  it  be  such  feeling  as  is  in  keeping  with  the  object,  ap- 
propriate to  the  theme  in  hand. 

Such  is  that  personal  invocation  with  which  Shelley  closes  his 
grand  *  Ode  to  the  West  Wind,'  written  the  previous  year,  18 19 — 

Make  me  thy  lyre,  even  as  the  forest  is : 

What  if  my  leaves  are  fallen  like  its  own  ! 
The  tumult  of  thy  mighty  harmonies 

Will  take  from  both  a  deep  autumnal  tone. 

Sweet  though  in  sadness.  Be  thou,  spirit  fierce. 
My  spirit !  be  thou  me,  impetuous  one  I 

Drive  my  dead  thoughts  over  the  imiverse 

like  withered  leaves,  to  quicken  a  new  birth  ; 
And,  by  the  incantation  of  this  verse, 

Scatter,  as  fi'om  an  unextinguished  hearth 

Ashes  and  sparks,  my  words  among  mankind ! 
Be  through  my  lips  to  unawakened  earth 

The  trumpet  of  a  prophecy !    0  Wind, 

If  Winter  comes,  can  Spring  be  far  behind  ? 
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This  ode  ends  with  some  vigour,  some  hope ;  but  that  is  not 
usual  with  Shelley.  Everyone  must  have  noticed  how  almost 
habitually  his  in  tensest  lyrics — those  which  have  started  with  the 
fullest  swing  of  rapture— die  down  before  they  close  into  a  wail 
of  despair.  It  is  as  though,  when  the  strong  gush  of  emotion  had 
spent  itself,  there  was  no  more  behind,  nothing  to  fall  back  upon,  but 
blank  emptiness  and  desolation.  It  is  this  that  makes  Shelley's  poetry 
so  unspeakably  sad — sad  with  a  hopeless  sorrow  that  is  like  none 
other.  You  feel  as  though  he  were  a  wanderer  who  has  lost  his  way 
hopelessly  in  the  wilderness  of  a  blank  universe.  His  cry  is,  as  Mr. 
Carlyle  long  since  said,  like  '  the  infinite  inarticulate  wailing  of  for- 
saken infiants.'  In  the  wail  of  his  desolation  there  are  many  tones — 
some  wild  and  weird,  some  defiant,  some  full  of  despondent  pathos. 

The  lines  written  in  *  Dejection,'  on  the  Bay  of  Naples,  in  i8i8, 
are  perhaps  the  most  touching  of  all  his  wails :  the  words  are  so 
sweet  they  seem,  by  their  very  sweetness,  to  lighten  the  load  of  heart- 
loneliness  : — 

I  see  the  Deep's  imtrampled  floor 

With  green  and  purple  seaweeds  strown  ; 
I  see  the  waves  upon  the  shore, 

Like  light  dissolved  in  star- showers,  thrown  : 

I  sit  upon  the  sands  alone ; 

The  lightning  of  the  noon-tide  ocean 
Is  flashing  round  me,  and  a  tone 

Arises  from  its  measured  motion. 
How  sweet !  did  any  heart  now  share  in  my  emotion. 

Alas  1  I  have  nor  hope,  nor  health, 
/  Nor  peace  within,  nor  calm  around, 

Nor  that  content,  surpassing  wealth, 
The  sage  in  meditation  found. 

«  «  «  « 

Yet  now  despair  itself  is  mild. 

Even  as  the  winds  and  watera  are ; 
I  would  lie  down  like  a  tired  child, 

And  weep  away  this  life  of  care 
Which  I  have  borne,  and  yet  must  bear. 

Till  death  like  sleep  might  steal  on  me, 
And  I  might  feel  in  the  warm  air 

My  cheek  grow  cold,  and  hear  the  sea 
Breathe  o'er  my  dying  brain  its  last  monotony. 

Who  that  reads  these  sighing  lines  but  must  feel  for  the  heart 
that  breathed  them  1  Yet  how  can  we  be  surprised  that  he  should 
have  felt  so  desolate  ?  Every  heart  needs  some  real  stay.  And  a 
heart  so  sensitive,  a  spirit  so  finely  touched,  as  Shelley's  needs,  far 
more  than  unsympathetic  and  narrow  natures,  a  refuge  amid  the 
storms  of  life.  But  he  knew  of  none.  His  universe  was  a  home- 
less one,  had  no  centre  of  repose.    His  universal  essence  of  love, 
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diffused  throughout  it,  contained  nothing  substantial — no  will  that 
could  control  and  support  his  own.  While  a  soul  owns  no  law,  is 
without  awe,  lives  wholly  by  impulse,  what  rest,  what  central  peace, 
is  possible  for  it  ?  When  the  ardours  of  emotion  have  died  down, 
what  remains  for  it  but  weakness,  exhaustion,  despair  ?  The  feeling 
of  his  weakness  woke  in  Shelley  no  contriteness  or  brokenness  of  spirit, 
no  self-abasement,  no  reverence.  Nature  was  to  him  really  the  whole, 
and  he  saw  in  it  nothing  but  '  a  revelation  of  death,  a  sepulchral 
picture,  generation  after  generation  disappearing  and  being  heard  of 
and  seen  no  more.'  He  rejected  utterly  that  other  *  consolatory 
revelation  which  tells  us  that  we  are  spiritual  beings,  and  have  a 
spiritual  source  of  life,'  and  strength,  above  and  beyond  the  material 
system.  Such  a  belief,  or  rather  no  belief,  as  his  can  engender 
only  infinite  sadness,  infinite  despair.  And  this  is  the  deep  under- 
tone of  all  Shelley's  poetry. 

I  have  dwelt  on  his  lyrics  because  they  contain  little  of  the  offen- 
sive and  nothing  of  the  revolting  which  here  and  there  obtrudes 
itself  in  the  longer  poems.  And  one  may  speak  of  these  lyrics  without 
agitating  too  deeply  questions  which  at  present  I  would  rather  avoid. 
Yet  even  the  lyrics  bear  some  impress  of  the  source  whence  they 
come.  Beautiful  though  they  be,  they  are  like  those  fine  pearls 
which,  we  are  told,  are  the  products  of  disease  in  the  parent  shell. 
All  Shelley's  poetry  is,  as  it  were,  a  gale  blown  from  a  richly 
gifted  but  unwholesome  land ;  and  the  taint,  though  not  so  percep- 
tible in  the  lyrics,  still  hangs  more  or  less  over  many  of  the  finest. 
Besides  this  defect,  they  are  very  limited  in  their  range  of  influ- 
ence. They  cannot  reach  the  hearts  of  all  men.  They  fascinate  only 
some  of  the  educated,  and  that  probably  only  while  they  are  young. 
The  time  comes  when  these  pass  out  of  that  peculiar  sphere  of 
thought  and  find  little  interest  in  such  poetry.  Probably  the  rare 
exquisiteness  of  their  workmanship  will  always  preserve  Shelley's 
lyrics,  even  after  the  world  has  lost,  as  we  may  hope  it  will  lose, 
sympathy  with  their  substance.  But  better,  stronger^  more  vital 
far  are  those  lyrics  which  lay  hold  on  the  permanent,  unchanging 
emotions  of  man — those  emotions  which  all  healthy  natures  have  felt 
and  always  will  feel,  and  which  no  new  stage  of  thought  or  civilisa- 
tion can  ever  bury  out  of  sight. 

J.  C.  Shaibp. 
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A  Royal  Commission  upon  the  Scotch  Universities. 

The  *  Report  of  the  Eoyal  Commissioners  appointed  to  Enquire  ^nto 
the  Universities  of  Scotland,  with  Evidence  and  Appendix,*  which  was 
presented  last  year  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  contains  some 
remarkable  deliverances,  and  is  altogether  rather  interesting  as  an 
indication  which  way  the  wind  blows  now  in  the  controversies  about 
education. 

The  Scotch  were  generally  supposed  to  be  proud  of  their  educa- 
tional institutions — at  all  events,  of  two  classes  of  those  institutions, 
the  parish  school  and  the  University.  The  old  parish  school  of  Scot- 
land has  been  metamorphosed  by  recent  legislation  into  the  public 
elementary  school,  under  a  school  board  ;  and  now  a  Eoyal  Conmiis- 
sion,  being  called  on  for  their  opinion,  have  in  effect  pronounced  that 
the  Universities  themselves  must  be  thrown  into  the  crucible,  with  a 
view  to  their  receiving  a  transformation  *  into  something  rich  and 
strange.'  But,  before  examining  the  verdict,  let  us  note  some  par- 
ticulars of  the  case.  And  be  it  observed  that  the  four  Scotch  Univer- 
sities are  Universities  sui  generis^  diflfering  of  course  veiy  widely 
from  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  but  almost  equally  so  in  other  directions 
from  the  University  of  London,  the  German  Universities,  and, 
in  short,  almost  any  University  that  one  can  name.  The  Scotch 
boast  of  their  Universities  as  dioroughly  national  institutions ;  and 
so  they  are  in  the  sense  that  they  suit  the  people,  and  that  they  are 
attended  by  students  of  all  denominations  and  from  all  classes  of 
society,  except,  perhaps,  the  highest  and  the  very  lowest.  More  men 
proportionately  in  Scotland  than  in  any  other  coimtry  have  risen 
from  the  humbler  ranks  to  professional  and  social  eminence.  And 
they  have  owed  this  entirely  to  'the  Universities,  which  have  served 
for  them  as  easily  accessible,  cheap,  and  efficacious  ladders.  Again, 
the  percentage  of  University  students  to  the  population  is  larger  in 
Scotland  than  elsewhere,  being  one  in  700,  or,  more  strictly 
speaking — if  we  deduct  the  imported  students  who  come  from 
England,  Ireland,  India,  and  the  colonies  to  study  medicine 
in  the  Scotch  University  schools — one  in  800.  In  the  German 
Empire  the  proportion  of  Upiversity  students  to  population  is 
one  to  1,600;  in  England,  one  to  about  4,500.  Clearly,  then, 
the  Scotch  Universities  are  popular  institutions.  Like  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland,  they  are  characterised  by  a  severe  simplicity.  They 
got  no  spoils  out  of  the  sack  of  the  Somish  Church  at  the  Eefor- 
mation;  and  during  the  greater  part  of  their  career  the  motto 
which  was  suggested  for  the  *  Edinburgh  Eeview '  might  have 
been  applied  to  them — *  Musas  tenui  meditamur  avena'  (*  We  cid- 
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tivate  literature  and  science  on  a  little  oatmeal Of  late  private 
munificence  has  begun  to  be  directed  towards  the  Universities, 
especially  of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh.  By  ineans  of  splendid  private 
sabscriptions  (eked  out  with  Parliamentary  grants)  the  former  has 
obtained  a  complete  set  of  fine  new  class-rooms,  laboratories,  libraries, 
and  museums,  with  moderate  residences  for  the  professors  attached ; 
and  the  latter  has,  in  course  of  erection,  buildings  for  the  scientific 
teaching  of  its  great  medical  school,  which  promise  to  be,  of  their 
kind,  nearly  perfect.  But  the  endowments  of  all  offices  attached  to 
the  Universities  are  moderate,  and  generally  meagre ;  and  it  is  only 
owing  to  the  large  attendance  of  students,  and  after  much  hard  work 
consequent  thereon,  that  some  of  the  professors  have  of  late  years 
realised  handsome  incomes.  The  fees  charged  to  students  have  been 
extremely  moderate,  and  it  has  always  remained  possible  to  follow  a 
liberal  course  of  study  in  arts  or  a  complete  professional  course  in 
medicine,  law,  or  divinity  at  a  Scotch  University  for  very  small 
cost.  Originally  the  students  were  quartered  in  collegiate  domiciles, 
with  a  common  table  and  under  academical  discipline ;  but  during 
the  last  two  centuries  the  collegiate  system  has  been  gradually  and 
«itirely  abandoned  in  Scotland,  and  now  the  students  (excepting  the 
small  minority  who  can  live  at  home  or  are  placed  to  board  in  private 
fimiilies)  fight  the  battle  of  Ufe  for  themselves,  and  acquire  the  art  of 
making  both  ends  meet,  unchecked  and  imaided,  in  independent  and 
often  solitary  lodgings.  Such  circumstances  are  doubtless  trying; 
they  are  v^  dififerent  from  those  in  which  a  youth  entering  a 
college  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  and  surrounded  by  all  the  apparatus 
of  gyps  for  scouts),  battels,  hall  dinners,  tutors,  and  proctors,  finds 
himself  placed.  But  the  Scotch  students,  as  a  nde,  show  themselves 
quite  strong  enough  for  their  position.  They  resist  temptation,  and 
keep  their  heads  straight,  and  their  University  life  is  a  stem  reality 
for  them,  and  not  a  mere  idle  play-time.  Anyone  who  looks  at  the 
faces  of  a  large  assembly  of  Scotch  students  must  feel  this.  They 
have  plenty  of  good  spirits  and  fun  among  them,  but  there  is  a  con- 
qucuous  absence  of  vanity  and  affectation.  If  somewhat  deficient  in 
the  graces,  they  are  manly  and  simple,  and  in  point  of  work  it  seems 
to  be  the  case  that  there  are  proportionately  fewer  idlers  among 
Scotch  University  students  than  among  the  Burschen  of  Leipsic  or 
Berlin,  Gottingen  or  Bonn.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  Scotch  studaits 
for  their  professors  is  hearty,  and  not  undeserved.  The  professors 
themselves  are  generally  men  of  some  eminence  in  their  respective 
lines,  and  Scotland  always  contains  least  one  or  two  professors  of 
European  celebrity.  Such  are  some  of  the  external  characteristics 
of  the  Scotch  Universities,  which  to  a  superficial  observer  might  seem 
to  be,  after  their  kind,  tolerably  healthy  and  flourishing  institutions. 
But  not  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  good,  to  desire  the  better,  is  a 
natural  and  proper  aspiration  with  man ;  and  a  long-felt  desire  for 
the  better  welfjEixe  of  the  Scotch  Universities  has  ended  in  the  demand 
for  adinical  examination  of  their  condition,  with  prescripti<His  for  its 


Digitized  by  Google 


56  A  Roy  at  Commission  upon  the  [July 


amelioratioii.  These  functions  a  Eoyal  Commission  have  now  per- 
formed, with  the  results  set  forth  in  their  Report. 

On  the  whole  we  may  say  at  once  that  among  the  various  short- 
comings in  the  graduation  system  at  the  Scotch  Universities,  which 
the  candid  friends  of  these  institutions  have  of  late  years  heen  in  the 
habit  of  pointing  out,  very  little  has  been  heard  of  defects  in  the 
regulations  for  professional  study  and  graduation.    Of  course,  when 
once  the  Commission  was  seated  and  ready  to  receive  ideas,  plenty  of 
suggestions  were  forthcoming  for  the  improvement  of  the  courses  of 
study  in  medicine,  law,  and  divinity ;  but  these  suggestions  came 
from  individual  experts,  and  there  had  been  no  general  movement 
in  favour  of  any  reform  in  the  modes  of  study  or  examinations  in 
these  departments.    The  arts  graduation  of  Scotland,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  been  the  object  of  constant  criticism  for  many  years  past, 
and  perhaps  this  was  the  more  so  because  the  topic  was  one  upon 
which  all  sorts  of  outsiders  thought  themselves  qualified  to  express  an 
opinion.    The  points  of  attack  varied  with  the  different  classes  of 
attackers.    In  the  first  place,  the  schoolmasters  of  the  country  com- 
plained that  the  Universities  were  doing  their  work,  by  admitting^ 
youths  who  ought  still  to  be  at  school  and  teaching  them  the  rudi- 
ments of  classics  and  mathematics,  and  they  called  for  an  entrance 
examination.    Then  many  persons  smitten  with  the  so-called  *  modem 
spirit ' — ^whether  really  understanding  and  admiring  science,  or  from 
being  utilitarians  at  heart,  or  from  feeling  a  merely  Philistine 
preference  for  anything  rather  than  culture — wished  to  break  down 
the  old-established  arts  cxirriculum,  with  its  three  branches  of  classics, 
mathematics,  and  philosophy,  and  to  introduce  all  sorts  of  options, 
such  as  chemistry,  geology,  botany,  and  what  not.    Another  class, 
observing,  perhaps  justly,  that  the  present  system,  with  its  compul- 
sory three  branches,  has  a  tendency  to  preclude  high  proficiency  in 
any  one  of  them,  desired  bifurcation  of  studies  after  a  certain  point 
and  the  introduction  of  something  like  the  triposes  of  Cambridge 
or  the  different  schools  of  Oxford.     Again,  there  were  people  who 
objected  to  the  monopoly  of  teaching  his  own  subject  which  each 
professor  in  a  Scotch  University  enjoys;  and,  without  considering  the 
difficulties  in  the  way,  they  aspired  to  the  Lehr-^ndr-leriV'Freiheit 
of  a  Grerman  University,  or  at  all  events  asked  that  there  might  be 
recognised  teachers  of  each  subject  besides  the  professor.  These, 
then,  were  the  reforming,  or  revolutionary,  ideas  which  were  in  the 
air,  and  the  problems  arising  out  of  them  were  what  the  Boyal  Com- 
missioners were  invited  to  solve.     Ostensibly,  the  origin  of  the 
Commission  was  a  deputation  of  some  members  of  the  Scotch  Univer- 
sities to  the  Home  Secretary  in  the  summer  of  1875,  asking  that 
extended  powers  might  be  given  to  the  General  University  Councils. 
But  this  question  was  one  which  no  one  acquainted  with  the  subject 
felt  to  be  of  any  importance,  and  the  real  cause  of  the  CommissioD 
being  appointed  was  that  it  was  privately  represented  to  members  of 
the  G-ovemment  that  the  opportimity  was  very  favourable  for  corn- 
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pleting  the  excellent  work  which  had  been  done  by  a  former  Conser- 
vative Ministry  in  1858  towards  settling  the  Universities  of  Scotland. 
It  was  represented  that  this  work  could  be  advantageously  taken  up 
again  with  the  experience  since  acquired  of  the  system  then  marked 
out,  that  defects  might  be  corrected  and  omissions  supplied,  and  that, 
if  found  expedient,  former  improvements  might  be  carried  a  step 
further.  Above  all,  it  was  represented  that  the  task  might  be  under- 
taken safely,  and  with  the  confidence  of  all,  if  the  guidance  of  it  were 
entrusted  to  that  veteran  lawyer,  politician,  and  educationist,  the 
Bight  Hon.  John  Inglis,  Lord  Justice  General  of  Scotland,  who  as  Lord 
Advocate  in  1858  had  carried  the  Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  and 
who,  as  chairman  of  the  Executive  Commission  appointed  under  that 
Act,  had  framed  the  excellent  ordinances  under  which  the  Universities 
are  now  administered. 

The  educational  services  of  Mr.  Inglis  to  Scotland  have  been 
indeed  signal.  As  chief  trustee  of  Sir  William  Fettes'  bequest  he 
has  succeeded  in  creating  the  Fettes'  College,  a  school  on  the  model 
of,  and  quite  equal  to,  a  first-rate  English  public  school ;  and  his 
Universities  Act,  followed  up  by  the  Commission  over  which  he 
judiciously  presided,  has  stimulated  in  a  marked  degree  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Universities,  so  that  the  total  number  of  students  has 
risen  from  3,459  in  1863  to  5,422  in  1878,  while  the  number  of 
degrees  taken  annually  in  arts  has  increased  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh  alone  from  six  or  seven  to  no  less  than  one  hundred  per 
annum.  After  doing  so  much  for  the  Scotch  Universities,  the  Lord 
Justice  General  was  asked  to  do  a  little  more,  and  had  he  declined 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Commission  would  never  have  been 
issued ;  but  he  accepted  the  fresh  task,  though  he  must  have  felt 
beforehand  that  it  would  be  an  onerous  one. 

Of  the  former  Commission  all  who  survived  and  would  accept 
appointment  were  placed  upon  the  new  Commission.  These  were 
Lords  Moncreiff  and  Ardmillan  and  Sir  William  Stirling  Maxwell. 
The  last-named  two  gentlemen,  however,  died  during  the  progress  of 
the  inquiry,  and  their  loss  was  much  felt  and  regretted.  The  new 
members  appointed  were — the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  the  Bight  Hon. 
Lyon  Playfiiir,  Mr.  Watson  (Lord  Advocate),  Mr.  John  Muir,  Mr. 
Froude,  Mr.  Campbell  Swinton,  Professor  Huxley,  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Campbell.  The  personnel  of  this  Commission  was  once  referred  to  in 
the  House  of  Conmions,  in  contrast  with  that  of  the  subsequently 
appointed  Oxford  University  Commission,  and  it  was  said  that  men  of 
scientific  eminence,  quite  independent  of  the  Scotch  Universities,  had 
been  called  in  to  advise  with  regard  to  them.  This,  however,  was  not 
strictly  the  case.  Every  name  on  the  Scotch  Commission  (except, 
perhaps,  that  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch)  was  in  some  sense  repre- 
sentative. Mr.  Froude  represented  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  of 
which  he  was  ex-Lord  Rector ;  Professor  Huxley  was  at  the  time  of 
his  appointment  Lord  Rector  of  the  Aberdeen  University ;  Mr.  Lyon 
Play&ir  was  M.P.  for  the  Universities  of  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews; 
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Mr,  Watson,  for  those  of  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  Muir  was  well 
known  as  a  benefactor  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  as  constantly 
watching  over  its  interests;  Mr.  Swinton  was  an  ex-professor  of 
Edinburgh  and  a  member  of  the  University  Court ;  Mr.  Campbell  was 
member  of  the  University  Court  in  Gla^ow.  At  the  same  time  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  there  were  on  the  Commission  eminent  scientific 
men  very  independent  in  their  modes  of  thinking. 

The  Commissioners  were  assiduous  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
inquiry.  They  took  the  evidence  of  Ii6  witnesses,  and  accumulated 
a  mass  of  able  opinion  filling  1,543  pages,  when  in  possession  of  which 
the  Commissioners  may  well  have  thought  that  they  knew  all  about  the 
Universities  of  Scotland,  and  were  in  a  position  to  decide  the  questions 
referred  to  them.  The  Eeport  commences  by  analysing  these  questions 
into  fourteen  separate  heads  of  inquiry,  of  which  the  two  first  concerned 
the  constitution  of  the  Universities  and  the  functions  and  powers  of 
*  Court'  and  *  Council;'  numbers  3,  4,  5,  8,  and  9  were  on  the  gradua- 
tion system,  entrance  examinations,  the  recognition  of  extra-mural 
teachers,  and  the  length  of  the  University  sessions  and  vacations ; 
number  10  was  as  to  the  mode  of  electing  University  oflScers;  12 
referred  to  the  patronage  of  bursaries  and  scholarships;  while 
numbers  6,  7,  11,  13,  14  virtually  comprised  the  question,  How 
much  assistance,  in  the  shape  of  additional  Parliamentary  grants, 
do  the  Universities  of  Scotland  require  for  new  professorships,  for 
class  assistants  and  apparatus,  for  the  better  endowment  of  existing 
oflBices,  for  improved  retiring  allowances,  for  buildings,  libraries,  and 
museums,  and  for  general  University  purposes  ?  On  all  these  matters, 
which,  for  convenience  sake,  we  have  thrown  into  five  groups,  the 
Commissioners  report  their  opinion  in  151  pages  of  blue-book, 
and  conclude  with  a  neat  summary  of  their  recommendations. 

I.  With  regard  to  the  first  group,  they  judiciously  recommend 
that  the  Scotch  '  University  Courts'  (which  are  in  each  case  small 
bodies  with  a  sort  of  appellate  jiu-isdiction  over  the  Senatus  Acade- 
micus,  the  power  of  regulating  fees  and  of  controlling  University 
expenditure,  and  with  certain  other  minor  duties  and  functions)  should 
be  slightly  increased  in  tJie  number  of  their  members.  The  Com- 
missioners recommend  that  each  ^  General  Council '  should  be  em- 
powered to  elect  three  representatives  instead  of  one,  as  at  present, 
to  sit  in  the  University  Court ;  but  they  entirely  refuse  to  listen 
to  any  pretensions  of  the  Councils  (which  consist  in  each  case  of 
the  whole  body  of  University  graduates,  scattered  far  and  wide  over 
the  country)  to  have  executive  functions,  or  even  to  have  additional 
deliberative  functions  beyond  what  they  possess  at  present,  and  in 
virtue  of  which  they  each  meet  on  two  stated  days  in  the  year,  like 
debating  societies,  to  express  and  ventilate  opinions  upon  academical 
topics.  In  this  decision  the  Commissioners  were  in  accordance  with 
the  majority  of  the  evidence  which  they  had  received  on  the  subject ; 
but  in  one  point  belonging  to  this  group  of  questions  they  travelled 
quite  beyond  the  evidence,  and  made  an  original  recommendation 
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which  had  not  occurred  to  any  of  the  witnesses.  This  was  for  the 
establishment  of  a  ^  General  Universities  Court  for  Scotland/  to 
consist  of  the  chancellors  of  the  four  Universities,  four  elected 
rejHresentatives  of  the  Universities  (one  to  be  elected  by  each  Senatus 
Academicus),  and  three  persons  to  be  nominated  by  the  Crown.  At 
present  no  alteration  can  be  made  in  the  ordinances  of  a  Scotch 
University  without  the  consent  of  the  Queen  in  Council,  but  it  was 
recommended  that  the  proposed  General  Universities  Court  should 
in  this  respect  stand  in  place  of  the  Queen  in  Council,  and  have  the 
power  of  sanctioning  alterations  in  the  ordinances.  This  reconmien- 
dation  has  the  appearance  of  granting  a  more  complete  self-govern- 
ment to  the  Universities  of  Scotland,  and  on  the  whole  it  has  been 
received  with  favour  in  academical  ckcles;  but  there  are  terms 
used  by  the  Commissioners  which  ought  to  make  the  Universities 
think  twice  before  accepting  the  boon  thus  oflfered  to  them.  It  is  said, 
*  This  Court  would  also  act  as  a  General  Council  of  Education  in 
relation  to  the  four  Universities,  and  endeavoiir  to  attain  a  high 
and  progressive  standard  of  graduation.'  Thus  it  is  evidently  pro* 
posed  that  the  '  General  Universities  Court,'  in  addition  to  the  quiet 
judicial  functions  of  the  Privy  Council,  should  possess  initiative  and 
critical  powers.  This  might  be  an  advantage  or  not ;  but,  at  all 
events,  the  autonomy  now  possessed  by  each  University  would  be 
gone.  And  the  concluding  sentences  of  the  Commissioners  on  this 
subject  seem  to  us  to  betray  a  curious  want  of  respect  for  the 
Universities  of  Scotland,  which  we  can  only  wonder  at  the  chairman 
having  endorsed.  After  recommending  that  the  members  of  the 
General  Universities  Court  should  have  their  expenses  'defrayed 
out  of  public  money,'  they  add,  '  If  Parliament  provide  money  for 
this  purpose,  it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the  General 
Universities  Court  should  submit  a  short  cmnual  report  to  your 
Majesty  on  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  four  Scotch  Universities.* 
And  so  these  hitherto  independent  Universities,  of  which  the  eldest 
is  more  than  four  and  a  half  centuries  and  the  youngest  all  but 
three  centuries  old,  and  which  in  their  time  have  done  something 
to  guide  iixe  thought  of  Europe,  are  to  barter  their  self-respect  for 
the  tzavelling  expenses  of  perhaps  four  dukes,  three  Privy  Councillors, 
and  four  persons  of  their  own  election,  and  to  submit  to  be  annually 
reported  on  like  an  elementary  school.  If  we  had  any  influenc<5 
with  the  Scotch  Universities  we  would  say  to  them,  *  Better  go  on 
in  the  old  way — better  cultivate  the  Muses  on  oatmeal — than  accept 
anything  of  this  kind.' 

n.  We  turn,  however,  to  the  second  group  of  matters  to  be 
reported  on,  and  here  we  find  the  really  hard  nut  which  the  Com:- 
Biissioners  had  been  invited  to  crack.  Whether  change  was  required 
in  the  curriculum  for  a  Degree  in  Arts  ?  If  so,  what  ?  and  how  to  be 
introduced  ?  These  were  questions  in  comparison  with  which  in 
point  of  difficulty  all  the  other  topics  mooted  by  the  Eoyal.Com- 
missicm  were  as  child's  play.    The  condition  of  the  arts  faculties  in 
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the  Scotcli  Universities  is  the  result  of  the  history  of  the  country ;  it 
is  one  of  the  legacies  to  the  present  day  of  the  Eeformation 
in  Scotland,  and  of  the  two  centuries  of  furious  fighting  about 
points  of  Church  government  which  succeeded  it.  The  Eeformation, 
in  the  first  place,  profoundly  affected  the  then  existing  Universities  of 
St,  Andrews,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen.  Cosmo  Innes,  in  his  *  Sketches 
of  Early  Scotch  History  and  Social  Progress,'  says  of  Glasgow  that 
the  storm  of  the  Reformation  '  blotted  out  of  mind  the  whole  frame- 
work of  a  University,'  and  that  subsequently  the  Regent  Morton,  in 
1577,  studying  to  collect  the  remains  of  the  old  University,  dis- 
carded the  ancient  constitution,  which  had  been  laid  down  on  the 
model  of  Bologna  and  Louvain,  substituted  his  own  erectio  nova,  and 
thus  set  on  foot  'collegium  seu  pedagogium,  a  composite  school, 
half  university,  half  faculty  of  arts,  which  with  some  modifications 
still  exists.'  A  principal  with  three  regents  and  four  poor  students 
*  received  all  the  revenue  and  came  in  place  of  the  fair  and  lofty 
sounding  university  of  Papal  authority.'  It  is  true  that  Andrew 
Melville  became  principal  of  the  College  of  Glasgow,  and  for  six 
years,  by  his  learning  and  diligence  as  a  teacher,  made  the  name  of 
the  college  *  noble  throwout  all  the  land  and  in  uther  countreys 
also;'  and,  as  the  same  contemporary  record  says,  'no  place  in 
Europe  was  comparable  to  Glasgow  for  guid  letters  during  these 
yeirs,  and  for  a  plentifuU  and  guid  chepe  mercat  of  all  kynd  of 
languages,  artes,  and  sciences.'  The  'College  of  Edinburgh'  was 
founded  by  the  Town  Council  of  that  city  in  1582,  on  the  lines  of 
the  erectio  nova\  it  was  confined  to  arts  and  theology,  and  was 
entrusted  to  Robert  Rollock,  the  first  principal,  a  man  of  eminent  piety 
and  great  beauty  of  character,  but  who  was  sadly  impeded  in 
emulating  the  work  of  Andrew  Melville  by  the  ecclesiastical  turmoils 
with  which  he  was  surrounded.  The  Universities  of  Scotland,  in  a 
word,  became  colleges  or  upper  schools.  They  were  for  many  a  long 
day  deprived  of  that  repose  and  tranquillity  which  is  necessary  for 
the  quiet  development  of  learning.  Amidst  fierce  factions  the  taste 
for  letters  died  out  in  the  whole  coimtry,  and  that  aspiration  after 
perfection  of  style  which,  after  all,  is  one  of  the  marks  of  a  great 
nation,  and  which  had  strikingly  manifested  itself  in  Scotland  from 
the  days  of  James  IV.  to  the  Reformation,  was  utterly  blighted. 
John  Knox,  who  was  full  of  the  pre-Reformation  respect  for  and 
appreciation  of  learning,  acquired  Greek  himself  in  middle  life, 
and  in  his  *  Book  of  Discipline '  he  enjoined  the  establishment  of 
higher  schools,  in  which  there  should  be  a  ten-years'  course,  four 
years  being  devoted  to  the  study  of  Greek.  But  his  advice  slept  in 
the  ear  of  the  nation,  who  gradually  came  to  care  for  none  of  those 
things.  By  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  they  got  a  pretty 
complete  set  of  parish  schools ;  but  they  troubled  not  to  found  higher 
schools.    Did  not  the  Universities  serve  as  such  ? 

The  professional  faculties  gradually  developed  themselves,  and 
that  of  medicine  took  such  a  start  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
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century  that  now  the  medical  schools  of  the  Scotch  Universities  rival, 
if  not  surpass,  all  others  in  the  United  Kingdom.  But  the  arts 
feeulties  have  remained  in  a  stunted  condition,  without  proper 
feeders,  doing  the  work  of  superior  schools.  And  this  state  of  things 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  improvement  of  travelling,  which  for  the 
last  hundred  years  has  enabled  the  higher  classes  in  Scotland  to  send 
their  sons  to  the  great  grammar  schools  and  afterwards  to  the  Uni^ 
versities  of  England.  What  was  needed  for  the  middle  classes  of 
Scotland — and,  it  may  be  added,  for  the  clergy — was  a  higher  culture, 
which  the  natural  capacity  of  the  people  rendered  them  well  qualified 
to  receive,  but  which  the  Universities  were  powerless  to  impart, 
owing  not  to  any  deficiency  of  teaching  power,  but  partly  to  the 
want  of  high  preliminary  schools,  and  partly  to  their  own  poverty  and 
the  absence  of  encouragements  to  learning,  such  as  abound  in  the 
rich  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

It  may  be  said,  then,  and  with  some  truth,  that  the  root  of  the 
evil  lies  outside  the  Universities,  and  that  the  remedy  must  begin 
with  the  improvement  of  the  school  system  of  Scotland.  But  what 
the  Conomissioners  were  asked  to  pronounce  upon  was,  whether  the 
school  system  might  not  be  stimulated  by  the  introduction  of  an 
entrance  examination  in  the  Universities;  and  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  for  the  arts  students  if,  after  a  certain  amoimt  of 
general  training,  they  were  allowed  a  choice  in  their  studies,  so  as  to 
follow  out  more  thoroughly  those  branches  for  which  they  had  an 
aptitude,  instead  of  being  obliged,  for  graduation,  to  pass  in  Greek, 
Latin,  mathematics,  natural  philosophy,  logic,  moral  philosophy, 
and  English  literature. 

One  great  diflSculty  in  the  way  of  deciding  these  questions  lay  in 
the  injury  which  might  be  threatened  to  individual  professors.  To 
exclude  students,  however  unprepared,  from  the  University  would  be 
to  diminish  fees.  To  render  optional  for  graduation  classes  which 
had  hitherto  been  compulsory,  would  be  to  benefit  some  professors  at 
the  expense  of  others.  This  diflSculty,  however,  is  lightly  passed 
over  by  the  Commissioners,  who  seem  to  think  that  they  do  enough 
in  recommending  that  *  provision  shall  be  made  whereby  the  emolu- 
ments cf  a  professor  shall  not  be  less  than  6ooi.  a  year.'  But  what, 
we  may  ask,  would  be  the  feelings  of  a  now  prosperous  professor — say, 
of  Greek  or  mathematics — who  found  his  income  of  i,20C)i.  or  i,500i. 
a  year  reduced  by  changes  in  the  system  to  the  proposed  regulation 
figure  of  6ooZ.?  It  is  really  odd  that  the  Commissioners,  while  pro- 
posing alterations  of  a  most  disturbing  character,  should  have  said 
nothing  as  to  the  necessity  of  providing  compensation  for  the  hard- 
ships which  in  many  cases  would  be  caused.  Their  only  reference  to 
compensation  is  to  bar  it:  they  recommend  that  the  present  class 
fees  shall  be  raised  by  the  University  Courts,  but  with  the  unexpected 
proviso  that  in  chairs  with  large  classes  '  any  increase  of  revenue  from 
raising  the  rate  of  fee  shall  be  applied  chiefly  to  the  better  remune- 
ration of  class  assistants,'  and  that  *  no  professor  whose  fee  is  raised 
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shall  have  any  right  to  claim  copipensation  for  the  loss  of  income 
said  to  be  caused  or  apprehended  from  measures  by  way  of  improve- 
filents  in  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  University.'  This  re- 
markable proposal  is  of  doubtful  legality,  for,  while  the  University 
Courts  have  the  power  of  regulating  class  fees,  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  have  the  power  either  of  ordaining  how  the  fees  shall  be 
spent  or  of  making  compacts  and  conditions  with  the  professors.  If 
it  came  to  a  compact,  it  is  not  likely  that  any  professor  with  a  large 
class  would  accept  an  increase  to  his  rate  of  fee,  on  condition  that  he 
should  hand  over  any  increase  of  revenue  derived  therefrom  to  his 
class  assistants,  and  at  the  same  time  renounce  all  claim  to  compen- 
sation for  losses  that  he  might  sustain  from  revolutionary  legislation 
with  which  in  the  same  breath  he  was  threatened. 

But,  at  all  events,  the  Commissioners  did  not  feel  themselves 
hampered  by  financial  difficulties  in  dealing  with  the  educational 
questions  before  them,  and  they  dealt  with  them  accordingly  from  a 
purely  educational  point  of  view.  The  first  of  these  was  the  ques- 
tion of  entrance  examinations,  which  might  be  summed  up  in  two 
sentences.  Are  you  to  keep  up  professorial  classes  in  the  University 
which  do  work  inferior  to  that  of  the  higher  classes  in  a  good  school  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  are  you  to  exclude  from  the  University,  bebause 
tmprepared,  an  aspirant  for  admission,  even  though  he  comes  from  a 
part  of  the  country  where  there  were  no  facilities  for  preparation  ? 
The  Commissioners,  after  hearing  sixty-five  witnesses  on  this  subject, 
say,  '  There  has  been  a  great  preponderance  of  opinion  in  favour  of 
a  conclusion  with  which  we  unreservedly  agree — ^that  there  should  not 
be  any  examination  the  passing  of  which  should  be  made  a  con- 
dition of  admission  to  the  University.'  It  is  curious  that  the  oral 
evidence  should  have  left  this  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Commissioners,  for,  when  we  come  to  analyse  the  evidence  as  pre- 
served in  print,  we  find  that  out  of  the  sixty-five  witnesses  thirty- 
three  (including  all  the  five  then  principals  of  the  Universities)  pro- 
nounced  distinctly  in  favour  of  an  entrance  examination,  though 
many  thought  that  this  should  be  gradually  introduced  and  leniently 
applied.  Of  the  rest,  nine  were  qualified  supporters  of  an  entrance 
examination,  while  only  twenty-three  were  decidedly  opposed  to  it, 
and  of  these  last  five  merely  said  that  such  a  thing  was  not  required 
for  the  University  of  Aberdeen,  as  its  place  was  already  supplied 
by  the  competitive  examination  for  bursaries,  at  which  almost  all 
students  wishing  to  enter  that  University  presented  themselves. 
The  *  great  preponderance  of  opinion,'  then,  was  only  produced  by  the 
Comnaissioners  throwing  their  own  sword  into  that  scale  of  the  con- 
troversy which  they  were  themselves  disposed  to  favour.  They  had, 
of  course,'  a  perfect  right  to  do  so,  nor  can  anyone  complain  of  their 
recommending  a  cautious  and  moderate  step,  which  every  one  of  the 
sixty-five  witnesses  would  probably  acquiesce  in,  at  all  events  as  an 
instalment — ^namely,  that '  all  students,  before  entering  on  the  cur- 
riculum for  the  degree  of  1M.A.,  shall  be  required  to  pass  a  "  first 
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examination in  Latin,  Greek,  mathematics,  and  English,  and,  when 
the  state  of  education  in  the  schools  renders  it  practicable,  in  element- 
ary, physical,  and  natural  science.'  This  measure,  without  produc- 
ing hardship,  would  certainly  do  good  by  giving  the  schools  some- 
thiig  definite  to  aim  at,  and  also,  by  organising  study  within  the 
Universities ;  it  would  be  a  gentle,  but  not  inefficacious,  move  in  the 
right  direction. 

Having,  however,  taken  this  one  cautious  step  towards  academical 
improvement,  the  Commissioners  inmiediately  soared  oflF  with  a  bold 
flight  into  the  regions  of  innovation.  Having  posited  their  ^  first 
examination,'  or  Mittle-go,'  as  it  would  be  called  elsewhere,  they 
virtually  proposed  to  give  the  student  who  should  have  passed  this 
examination  immunity  from  further  general  education  and  liberty 
to  devote  himself  to  a  special  line  of  study.  There  is  an  illusory 
resemblance  between  this  arrangement  and  that  which  prevails  at 
Oerman  Universities,  where  the  students,  having  passed  the 
<Mneii<eri-^a5amen  of  the  schools,  all  enter  at  once  upon  special 
studies  in  the  Universities ;  for  the  Abiturienten-Eccamm  of  Grer- 
many  implies  a  higher  standard  of  attainment  than  the  present 
M.A.  degree  ill  Scotland,  so  that  with  the  German  University 
student  much  of  what  we  should  consider  University  culture  has 
been  obtained  beforehand.  The  '  first  examination '  of  the  Com- 
missioners is  evidently  of  low  calibre,  since  they  propose  to  make  it 
take  the  place  of  the  well-known  '  medical  preliminary,'  only  sub- 
stituting translation  of  French  and  German  for  an  examination  in 
Greek.  On  the  whole  this  ^  first  examination  '  would  rank  with — 
perhaps  it  might  be  a  little  more  difficult  than — ^the  ^  responsions '  of 
Oxford  or  the  *  previous  examination '  of  Cambridge.  Ought  the 
schoolboy,  then,  who  has  passed  such  a  test  as  this  to  be  set  free 
from  general  training  and  allowed  to  specialise  his  studies  from  the 
very  outset  of  his  University  career?  It  is  true  that  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  have  been  gradually  marching  in  this  direction  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  so  that  now  it  appears  that,  though  both  those 
Universities  keep  up  a  general  intermediary  examination  for  their 
ordinary  pass-men,  to  be  taken  in  the  second  year,  any  young  man 
on  passing  the  first  examination  may,  by  declaring  himself  a  candi- 
date for  honours,  to  some  extent  specialise  immediately. 

At  Oxford  an  honours  candidate  may  take  alternatively  either 
classics  or  mathematics  at  his  intermediary  examination,  and  then 
choose  the  final  school  of  either  classics  (including  ancient  history 
and  philosophy),  mathematics,  natural  science,  jurisprudence,  modem 
history,  or  theology.  At  Cambridge  the  honours  candidate  has  to 
pass  in  some  ^  additional  subjects '  of  mathematics,  and  then  he  is 
free  to  enter  for  any  one  of  nine  triposes  (mostly  of  recent  crea- 
tion)— namely,  either  mathematics,  classics,  moral  sciences,  natural 
sciences,  theology,  law,  modem  history,  Semitic  languages,  or 
Indian  languages.  The  result  of  all  these  options  introduced  of  late 
into  the  English  University  system  has  been  apparently  to  diminish 
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the  number  of  absolutely  idle  men  and  greatly  to  increase  the 
number  of  those  graduating  with  honours.  At  the  same  time  the 
Umdatores  temporis  acti  declare  that  the  men  turned  out  from  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  are  not  so  solidly  educated  and  prepared  for  life  as 
they  used  to  be. 

Whatever  may  be  the  truth  about  this,  it  is  the  tendency  of  the 
times  to  substitute  in  Universities  information  and  the  knowledge  of 
facts  for  education.  The  old  ideal  of  a  University-trained  man  was  a 
highly  cultivated  man,  with  no  special  knowledge  beyond  mathe- 
matics and  classics,  and  it  may  be  logic,  and  the  history  and  philosophy 
of  the  ancients,  but  with  an  acute  and  methodised  mind,  a  refined 
taste,  an  idea  of  style  in  writing  and  speaking,  a  capacity  for  acquiring 
various  knowledge,  and  a  certain  aptitude  for  business  of  the  highest 
kind.  The  recent  ideal,  at  all  events  entertained  by  some,  is  a 
specialist  and  a  savant.  Which  of  these  two  types,  when  produced, 
is  most  valuable  to  his  nation,  which  it  is  most  desirable  to  mul- 
tiply, is  a  question  which  we  cannot  undertake  to  argue  in  the 
abstract.  But  in  England  the  former  type  had  been  plentifully  sup- 
plied before  University  reformers  aimed  at  producing  the  latter ;  in 
Scotland,  on  the  other  hand,  the  highly  cultivated  man  was  too  rare, 
and  some  hoped  that  the  recent  Universities  Commission  might  stimu- 
late his  production.  The  Commissioners,  however — whether  obeying 
generally  the  modem  impulse,  or,  as  is  more  probable,  being  carried 
on  by  certain  energetic  spirits  among  their  number — decided  that 
the  Scotch  Universities  should  at  one  leap  outstrip  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge in  the  path  of  specialisation.  Without  entertaining  the  idea 
of  an  intermediary  examination,  or  pf  any  general  course  of  study 
for  arts  students  within  the  Universities,  they  recommended  ^  that, 
after  passing  the  "  first  examination,"  the  candidate  for  a  degree  in 
arts  shall  be  allowed  either  to  proceed  in  the  present  curriculum  or 
to  select  any  of  five  lines  of  study — viz.  (i)  literature  knd  philology, 
(2)  philosophy,  (3)  law  and  history,  (4)  mathematical  science,  and 
(5)  natural  science.' 

As  thus  stated  in  outline,  and  on  the  assumption  that  special  study 
is  to  take  the  place  of  general  intellectual  training,  there  would  seem 
to  be  nothing  very  unnatural  in  the  scheme  of  the  Commissioners. 
It  looks  merely  like  the  programme  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  with 
the  intermediary  examination  dropped  out.  It  is  only  when  we  peer 
into  the  details  of  the  plan  as  indicated  or  suggested  by  the  Commis- 
sioners that  peculiarities  come  to  light.  Of  course  this  scrutiny 
has  been  made  in  Scotland,  andProfessorMasson,  in  a  memoir  written 
for  the  General  Council  of  the  Univei-sity  of  Edinburgh,  ably  points 
out  that  the  Commissioners  open  no  less  than  eleven  different  roads 
to  the  M.A.  degree,  six  of  these  being  various  combinations  of  natu- 
ral science,  and  that  these  roads  are  of  very  unequal  length  and 
difficulty.  A  professor  naturally  measures  everything  by  '  classes' — 
that  is,  attendance  on  courses  of  lectures — and  in  the  present  case  we 
are  shown  how  the  Commissioners  would  make  a  degree  attainable  by 
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attendance  on  only  three  classes  in  either  ^  philosophy '  or  ^  mathe- 
matical science/  while  '  literature  and  philology '  and  three  of  the 
forms  of  ^  natural  science '  would  require  four  classes  each ;  another 
form  of  ^  natural  science,'  five  classes ;  another  form  of  the  same,  six 
classes ;  and  the  '  present  curriculum,'  attendance  on  at  least  seven 
classes,  before  a  student  who  selected  it  could  graduate.  It  seems, 
then,  like  a  piece  of  irony  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  to  have 
recorded  their  opinion  that  ^  the  candidate  for  a  degree  in  arts  should  be 
allowed  to  proceed  in  the  present  course,  if  he  please,  and  no  doubt 
many  will  still  do^  On  this  Professor  Maason  well  observes,  *  That 
belief  may  be  well  groimded  if  none  of  the  proposed  new  ways  to  the 
d^[ree  shall  be  easier ;  but  if  any  of  the  new  ways  shall  be  easier, 
then  it  is  in  human  nature  that  the  old  way  will  be  abandoned  for 
these.  Neither  custom  nor  the  requirements  of  professions  will  long 
stand  out  for  a  more  difficult  and  Expensive  degree  of  M.A.  if  an  easier 
can  be  had.'  The  scheme  of  the  Commissioners,  if  we  regard  it  seri- 
ously as  a  complete  proposal,  must  be  considered  as  a  plan  for 
abolishing  the  present  curriculum  in  favour  of  special  schools.  But 
this  conclusion  would  hardly  be  fair,  as  the  scheme  bears  marks  of 
being  a  mere  sketch  hastily  jotted  down  and  left  to  be  completed  and 
adjusted  in  its  parts  by  other  hands.  Whether  the  Conmiissioners 
did  all  that  might  be  expected  of  them  in  thus  affording  merely  crude 
suggestions  upon  the  most  difficult  and  important  among  the  matters 
letered  to  them  is  another  question  ;  but,  at  all  events,  we  shall  be 
right  in  looking  rather  to  the  spirit  than  the  letter  of  their  scheme. 

Perhaps  the  character  of  their  conception  is  indicated  by  the  fstct 
that,  out  of  the  ten  new  roads  to  a  degree  in  arts  which  they  propose 
to  open,  seven  would  take  the  student  through  natural  philosophy,  six 
through  physiology,  six  through  chemistry,  four  through  applied  mathe- 
matics, three  through  botany,  zoology,  or  geology,  and  only  one  through 
Latin,  Greek,  pure  mathematics,  logic,  moral  philosophy,  English 
literature,  history,  political  economy,  or  any  other  in  a  long  list  of 
languages  and  sciences.  This  arises,  of  course,  from  the  proposal  that, 
under  the  name  of  ^  graduation  in  arts,'  there  shall  be  no  less  than 
six  different  modes  of  graduation  in  natural  science.  We  may  well 
ask.  Why  this  solicitude  to  provide  for  '  natural  science '  ?  seeing 
that  there  is  in  the  Scotch  Universities  already  a  graduation  system 
in  science,  under  which  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  and  Doctor  may  be 
obtained,  and  in  which  the  natural  sciences  form  a  separate  cur- 
riculum. If  the  Commissioners  wished  to  enlarge  the  course  for  gradu- 
ation in  science,  they  might  have  said  so.  But  here  we  find  science 
playing  the  cuckoo  with  arts,  and  ousting  it  out  of  its  own  proper 
nest.  If  a  young  man  wished  to  betake  himself  to  the  study  of 
science,  why  should  he  not  be  content  with  a  science  degree  in  a 
University  which  offers  degrees  both  in  arts  and  in  science  ?  Why 
should  science  have  a  degree  to  itself,  and  also  in  six  different  forms 
qualify  for  a  degree  in  arts  ?  The  proposals  of  the  Commissioners, 
if  carried  out  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  they  have  been  conceived^ 
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S^rould  probably  tend  to  improve  arts,  properly  so  called,  oflftiie  face  <5S 
the  Scotch  Universities,  and  to  cause  many  once  flourishing  professor^ 
to  say,  like  Prometheus  on  his  rock,  that  they  had  ^more  lefsib:^ 
than  they  desired.*  Professor  Masson,  in  defence  of  himself  and  hib 
brethren,  proposes  a  counter-scheme,  but  it  is  drawn  entirely  froni 
a  professor's  point  of  view.  It  recommends  that  for  a  degree  everj^ 
student  must  take  seven  classes,  and  that,  while  allowed  certain 
options,  he  must  take  at  least  one  class  out  of  each  of  the  three 
divisions  of  the  present  ctirriculum — classics,  mathematics,  and  philo^ 
sophy.  This  plan  would  give  most  of  the  arts  professors  some  chance 
of  survival  in  the  struggle  for  existence,  though  probably  Q-reek 
irould  go  to  the  wall.  On  the  other  hand,  the  proposal  precludes  that 
bifurcation  of  studies  which  many  consider  to  be  the  great  deside- 
ratum in  the  Scotch  University  system.  It  is  only  natural  for  each 
professor  to  say  or  feel  of  his  own  subject  that '  there  is  nothing  like 
leather,'  and — without  disrespect  be  it  spoken — ^the  professorial  ten- 
dtocy  manifests  itself  in  the  utterances  of  the  Royal  Gommiasion. 
Had  there  not  been,  on  that  Commission  an  eminent  professor  of 
physiology  and  an  eminent  ex-professor  of  chemistry,  both  of  them 
well  known  as  men  of  great  persuasive  powers,  it  is  probable,  or 
'indeed  certain,  that  the  report  on  graduation  in  arts  would  have 
been  very  different  from  that  which  has  been  put  forth. 

Whenever  the  interests  of  science  are  concerned  the  Commis- 
sioners, as  we  have  seen,  are  revolutionary,  but  whenever  these 
interests  do  not  come  into  question  they  are  cautious  and  mildly 
conservative.  As  to  the  recognition  of  extra-mural  teachers,  the 
length  of  University  sessions  and  vacations,  and  (III.)  the  mode  of 
electing  University  officers,  they  suggest  no  change  worth  particular 
mention.  With  regard  to  Group  IV.  of  the  subjects  of  inquiry, 
— ^namely,  the  patronage  of  bursaries — they  make  some  judicious  sug- 
gestions,-which,  however,  could  only  be  carried  out  if  enforced  by  Par- 
liament. As  to  the  fifth  group  of  questions,  relating  to  additional 
^grants  required  for  the  Universities,  Uie  Commissioners  are  moderate 
in  their  recommend  ations.  They  advise  the  creation  of  seven  new 
professorships— that  is  to  say,  professorships  of  history,  geology, 
and  pathological  anatomy,  both  in  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen,  and  a 
professorship  of  English  literature  in  Aberdeen.  These  seven 
chairs,  with  an  endowment  of,  say,  400Z.  a  year  each,  would  only  cost 
2,8oo{.  a  year.  The  Commissioners  recommend  an  addition  of  todL. 
altogether  to  the  salaries  of  the  principals  of  the  four  Universities ; 
and  they  propose  1,050?.  per  annum  more  to  be  spent  on  physiology, 
756?.  on  natural  philosophy,  750?.  on  zoology,  6oof.  on  botany,  and 
650!.  on  subsidiary  items  for  certain  medical  chairs.  The  whole  of 
tiiese  proposed  new  annual  charges  would  amount  only  to  7^400?.  per 
annum.  Add  certain  other  charges  which  the  Commissioners,  with- 
but  specifjring  the  sum,  contemplate  throwing  upon  Parliament— 
namely,  the  expenses  of  the  *  General  Universities  Court,'  the  pay  of 
examiners  for  the  ^  first  examination,'  the  maintenance  of  Univet^ 
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dty  buildings,  and  the  improyement  to  some  extent  of  the  retiring 
^owances  of  principals  and  professors — and  the  whole  annual  amount 
would  probaUy  come  well  within  lOfiodi.  a  year.  The  Commis- 
siouerS)  howerer,  do  not  ask  for  this  or  any  other  sum ;  they  merely 
indicate  separately  the  desirability  of  the  several  objects.  Indeed,  it 
would  almost  ajqpear  that  they  would  not  ask  Parliament  to  endow 
the  seven  riew  chairs  which  they  recommend.  They  say  that  new 
professorships  might  be  instituted  by  the  Uniyersities  themselves,' 
but  that  '  it  is  obviously  expedient  that  none  should  be  instituted 
until  adequate  provision  for  their  endowment  is  made.' 

But,  in  fact,  the  attitude  of  the  Report  as  a  whole  is  the  reverse  of 
decisive.  It  is  as  if  the  Commissioners  did  not  feel  sufficiency  confi- 
dent of  their  own  recommendations  to  ask  the  Q-ovemment  straight  off 
to  carry  tiiem  out.  The  mode  of  procedure  which  might  naturally  have 
been  expected  from  them  would  have  been  to  state^  with  more  or  less 
detail,  the  changes  which  they  considered  necessary  to  the  Univer^ 
sities  of  Scotland,  then  to  recommend  the  passing  of  a  short  Act 
which  should  appoint  an  executive  commission  for  the  carrying  out 
those  changes,  and  at  the  same  time  should  empower  the  Treasury  to 
provide  the  additional  expenditure  which  would  be  required,  and 
which,  as  we  have  seen,  would  not  amount  altogether  to  more  than 
lOjOOoi.  per  annum — a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket  as  compared  with 
the  whole  educational  budget  of  the  United  Kingdcm.  But  the 
Ccnmnissioners  did  not  take  this  course ;  they  did  not  say  how  their 
proposals  should  be  carried  into  effect ;  they  only  pointed  out  how 
this  might  be  done — ^namely,  that  about  half  the  recommendations 
could  be  carried  out  by  the  Universities  themselves,  while  the  rdsfc 
would  require  the  authority  of  Parliament.  This  way  of  putting  it 
leaves  the  whole  matter  precariously  balanced  upon  two  stools.  Par- 
liament is  almost  precluded  from  taking  the  initiative,  becaiise  ex- 
tremely important,  if  not  the  most  important,  parts  of  the  Commis- 
sioners' scheme  are  apparently  referred  to  the  Universities  themselves. 
Therefore  Parliament  can  hardly  be  expected  to  move  until  they 
know  whether  the  Universities  endorse  and  adopt  the  recommenda- 
tions. There  might  have  been  some  proiq)ect  of  the  Universities 
doing  this  had  the  educational  changes  which  are  proposed  been  in 
acc(»rdance  with  the  present  mind  of  tiie  Universities  as  shown  in  the 
eridence.  JBut  this  is  so  far  from  being  the  case  that  the  extreme 
dianges  proposed  by  the  Conmiissioners  are  not  suggested  or  sup- 
ported by  the  opinion  of  any  one  of  the  witnesses  that  appeared 
before  them.  The  UAiveirities  are  directly  at  variance  with  the 
Commissioners  <fti  a  matter  of  principle,  for  the  Universities  are 
nnanimous^in  the  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  period  of  general 
fiberal  study  for  every  student  commencing  a  course  in  the  Faculty 
of  Arts ;  the  Conmiksioners,  on  the  other  hand,  are  in  favour  of 
allowing  the  student  to  specialise  at  onoe»  The  Universities, 
therefore,  could  not  and  wlU  not  accept  the  scheme  of  the  Com- 
uuflsioners  without  modifying  it  so  much  as  to  make  it  something 
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different  in  kind.  In  the  meantime  for  the  four  Universities  to  try 
to  obtain  agreement  within  themselves  severally  and  with  each  other 
collectively  as  to  the  exact  scheme  to  be  adopted,  is  like  the 
beginning  of  a  Trojan  war ;  it  is  an  endeavour  of  which  the  present 
generation  would  hardly  see  the  end.  Moreover,  great  difficulty  has 
been  added  to  the  task  by  the  Commissioners  having  omitted  to 
recommend  any  provision  for  compensation  for  the  injury  to  indivi- 
*  duals  which  radical  changes  could  not  £Edl  to  produce.  This  cir- 
cumstance must  cause  additional  timidity  of  movement  within  the 
Universities. 

At  the  same  time,  in  all  safe  matters,  the  Universities  show  great 
respect  and  deference  to  the  utterances  of  the  Beport,  as  indeed  was 
only  due  to  the  distinguished  names  upon  the  Commission.  With 
some  admixture  of  mistrust,  the  Beport  is  regarded  as  an  oracle. 
One  little  instance  of  this  may  be  mentioned.  In  considering  the 
affidrsof  the  University  of  Glasgow  the  Conmiissioners  had  it  brought 
to  their  notice  that  a  debt  of  about  30,CXX>{.  had  been  incurred 
on  the  new  academical  buildings,  which  had  cost  altogether  over 
4CX),C(X>{.  It  was  suggested  to  them  that  this  debt  might  be  liqui- 
dated by  the  sale  of  a  valuable  collection  of  coins  and  medals  which 
had  been  bequeathed  to  the  University  about  lOO  years  ago  by  Dr. 
William  Hunter.  This  collection  appears  to  be  imder  the  custody  of 
the  Professor  of  Natural  History,  as  keeper  of  the  University  museum. 
Coins  not  being  in  this  gentleman's  line,  he  expressed  his  contempt 
for  the  collection,  as  ^of  absolute  indifference  to  the  University  or 
museum,  seeing  that  the  coins  are  not  made  use  of  in  teaching.*  He 
added  that  ^the  only  people  to  whom  the  coins  are  of  interest  are  the 
inhabitants  of  Glasgow,  who  think  it  a  matter  of  pride  that  there 
should  be  this  great  collection  of  coins.'  The  Commissioners,  some- 
what innocently,  consulted  the  Professor  of  Natural  History  as  to 
whether  the  coins  would  not  be  useful  for  the  teaching  of  civil  history 
whenever  (as  they  were  going  to  recommend  to  be  done)  a  chair  of 
that  subject  shoidd  be  instituted  in  the  University.  To  which  he 
replied  that  the  duplicates  of  the  collection  would  be  enough  for 
teaching  purposes,  and  that  the  rest  should  be  sold  off,  but  that  the 
proceeds  should  be  applied  not  to  liquidating  the  buildings  debt,  but 
to  the  purposes  of  the  museum.  Of  course  if  a  professor  of  numis- 
matics had  a  collection  of  stuffed  animals  under  his  charge,  he  would 
wish  to  be  allowed  to  sell  them  and  buy  coins  and  mecUils  with  the 
proceeds.  However,  the  Commissioners  were  apparently  quite  capti- 
vated by  the  idea  of  turning  the  Hunterian  collection  into  cash.  They 
reconmiended  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  should  authorise  the  sale ; 
they  even  made  suggestions  as  to  the  mode  of  sale  which  would  be 
likely  to  realise  the  best  return.  They  recommended  that,  even  if 
the  buildings  debt  were  otherwise  provided  for,  the  sale  should  still 
be  proceeded  with  and  the  result  applied  to  educational  purposes ; 
and  they  actually  went  on  to  advise  that  *  a  unique  collection  of  books^ 
printed  before  1 500,  including  thirteen  specimens  of  Caxton's  printing 
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and  a  good  many  by  Pynson  and  Wynkyn  de  Worde  and  other  early 
printers,'  also  bequeathed  by  Dr.  Hunter,  should  be  *  disposed  of  and 
tiie  proceeds  similarly  applied.  About  these  surprising,  almost  Vandal, 
suggestions  a  good  deal  might  be  said.  It  showed  scant  faith  in  the 
ludfy  star  of  the  Glasgow  University  to  suppose  that  for  a  deficit  of 
30,000^.,  after  liaving  raised  370,000^.,  she  need  sell  her  heirlooms ; 
and  the  event  has  proved  the  groundlessness  of  the  apprehension,  for 
sinee  the  appearance  of  this  Keport  the  Marquis  of  Bute  has  an- 
nounced the  princely  gift  of  40,cxx)i.  towards  a  hall  for  the  Uni- 
versity, and  another  munificent  friend  has  bequeathed  6o,cx)oZ.  for 
the  buildings  and  other  University  purposes.  But  the  Commissioners 
urge  that,  ^  under  all  circumstances,'  the  rare  and  noble  Hunterian 
collections  should  be  sold.  It  is  the  tendency  of  the  votaries  of 
science  to  despise  the  associations  attaching  to  antiquity,  if  that 
antiquity  fall  short  of  the  date  of  primeval  man ;  but  we  are  astonished 
that  Mr.  Froude,  as  a  member  of  the  Commission,  should  not  have 
stood  up  for  maintedning  in  possession  of  one  of  the  Scotch  Universities 
such  treasures  of  historical  and  antiquarian  interest.  A  man  reduced 
to  b^gary  may  be  forced  to  pawn  his  paternal  salt-cellar  or  his 
fcmily  portraits,  or  what  not ;  but  here  there  was  no  such  necessity, 
and  it  would  be  pessimi  exempli  to  alienate  the  Hunterian  collections. 
There  cannot  be  more  fitting  depositaries  for  rare  monuments  of  the 
past  than  Universities,  with  their  permanent  life  and  their  never- 
&iling  succession  of  intellectual  men,  more  or  less  qualified  to  appre- 
ciate and  ezpoimd  the  value  of  such  things.  Men  leave  their 
collections  to  a  University,  in  the  faith  that  they  will  never  be 
dispersed,  and  that  sooner  or  later  they  ^dll  obtain  appreciative  study ; 
but  this  idea  would  be  rudely  shattered,  and  such  bequests  for  ever 
discouraged,  if  Universities,  like  vulgar  spendthrift  heirs,  were  on 
light  occasion  to  bring  to  the  hammer  what  had  been  gathered  with 
the  loving  expenditure  and  taste  of  a  lifetime.  In  the  present 
instance  we  are  told  that  the  citizens  of  Glasgow  *  think  it  a  matter 
of  pride'  that  there  should  be  these  collections  belonging  to  the 
University  for  which  they  have  done  so  much  ;  but  to  their  feelings 
the  Commissioners  apparently  pay  not  the  slightest  regard. 

We  introduced  this  matter,  however,  merely  as  an  instance  of  the 
oracular  authority  which  is  attributed  to  ihe  deliverances  of  the  Com- 
missioners. We  are  informed  that,  before  their  Report  was  published, 
the  Senatus  of  the  University  of  Aberdeen,  having  had  a  sum  of 
money  bequeathed  to  them  for  purposes  of  the  kind,  were  in  nego- 
tiation for  the  purchase  of  a  very  interesting  collection  of  Greek, 
Soman,  and  Jewish  coins ;  but  when  the  Beport  appeared,  what  was 
said  in  it  of  the  Hunterian  collections  deterr^  them  from  proceeding 
^th  their  intention,  and  the  collection  was  snapped  at  and  carried 
off  irrevocably  to  America. 

There  are  many  other  points  among  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commissioners  on  which  we  might  have  commented,  but  we  have 
preferred  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  main  issues.    The  Report  un- 
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doubtedly  id  pervaded  by  an  aspiiaticm  after  genuine. study  and  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge  for  its  own  sake,  though  perhaps  it  too  much 
restricts  its  yiew  to  one  sphere  of  knowledge  and  too  much  neglects 
the  interests  of  education.   On  the  whole  we  are  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  effect  of  this  Beport  will  be  to  put  back,  at  all.  events  for 
some  few  years,  any  settlement  of  the  question  of  University  reform 
in  Scotland.   This  is  the  less  to  be  regretted  because  the  Scotch 
Univeraities  are  at  presold  enjoying  great  popularity  and  prosperity^ 
and  are  dcang,  in  their  way,  very  good  work ;  and  the  only  question 
was,  being  so  good  as  they  are,  whether  they  could  not  be  made  a 
little  better.   Before  this  question  is  again  seriously  mooted,  people 
will  have  had  time  to  take  to  heart  the  lessons  which  are  contained 
in  the  Commissioners'  Beport.    They  will  have  learned  what  are  the 
advanced  views  with  r^;ard  to  the  *  University  of  the  future ; '  they 
will  have  discovered  tJ^t  University  reform  nowadays  is  likely  to 
be  a  pretty  trenchant  business ;  they  will  have  had  brought  distinctly 
before  Uiem,  and  will  be  able  to  ponder  at  their  leisure,  the  cardinal 
problem  which  this  Beport  contains — Is  it  desirable  that  a  University 
should  abrogate,  or  tend  to  abrogate,  the  function  of  imparting  a 
general  liberal  education  to  its  students?   Is  it  necessary  that  the 
Faculty  of  Arts — ^which  is  the  backbone  of  every  University,  properly 
60  called — should  lose  its  distinctive  character  and  be  transformed 
into  a  Faculty  of  Science  ? 
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Bibliomania  in  1879 : 
a  chat  about  bare  books. 
By  Shirlkt. 

ANYTHING-  but  unanimity  prevails,  I  believe,  among  the  people 
,  who  make  books  as  to  the  most  propitious  season  of  the  year  for  com- 
posing. There  are  some  men  and  women  who  work  best  in  snmmer, 
whose  ideas  unfold  with  the  leaves,  and  ripen  with  the  strawberries. 
Their  imaginations  are  nipped  by  the  frost ;  whereas  when  the  ther- 
mometer is  at  70*^  in  the  shade,  when  the  July  breeze  sighs  softly  through 
the  half-closed  Venetian  blind,  and  the  shimmer  of  the  sea  through 
the  open  window  is  as  a  glimpse  of  Paradise,  they  shake  oflF  the  intel- 
lectual torpor  of  the  dark  months  and  grow  busy  as  bees  in  the 
sunshine.  But  there  are  other  writers  to  whom  the  long  winter 
evenings  are  very  precious.  The  keen  nor'-easter,  which  heaps  the 
snow  roimd  the  doorways  and  hushes  the  tumult  of  the  streets, 
braces  their  minds  as  it  braces  their  bodies,  stimulating  their 
industry  and  sharpening  their  wits.  Such  people,  indeed,  are  good 
for  noUiing  in  the  way  of  intellectual  work  after  the  middle  of 
March.  With  the  first  balmy  breath  of  spring  they  throw  aside 
their  pens.  The  spirit  of  the  gipsy  takes  possession  of  them,  and 
thenceforth,  till  the  days  draw  in  and  the  leaves  begin  to  yellow^ 
they  expend  a  vast  amoimt  of  energy  in  going  to  and  fro  upon  the 
earth.  Something,  to  be  sure,  can  be  urged  on  behalf  of  the  literary 
vagabond.  Is  it  not  shamefiil  to  waste  the  priceless  summer  day? 
among  musty  books  ?  '  Better  than  all  treasures  that  in  books  are 
found '  is  the  fresh  morning  air  upon  the  hill-side  or  the  pregnant 
dlenoe  of  eveninj^  .  -or  the  woods.  The  moods  of  Nature  are  in- 
calculable; age  cannot  wither  her  nor  custom  stale  her  infinite 
variety ;  and  we  shall  have  to  bid  her  a  final  adieu  long  before  we- 
have  exhausted  her  resources.  This,  I  suppose,  is  substantially  what 
the  poet  meant  when  he  declared  that  Nature  never  did  betray  the 
heart  that  loved  her.^  But  though  the  love  of  Nature,  when  assidu^ 
ouflly  cultivated,  is  the  most  enduring  of  passions,  yet,  like  other 
divinities,  male  and  female,  she  resents  a  divided  allegiance,  and 
xmless  summer  after  summer  we  keep  our  hand  in  (as  they  say  at  golf) 
she  is  apt  to  discard  us  as  we  grow  old.  So  that,  for  my  part,  I 
agree  with  those  who  maintain  that  for  a  steady  spell  of  Uterary 
work  the  dead  season  of  ihe  year,  when  the  leaves,  and  the  squirrels. 


>  Once  recaUing  Wordsworth^s  words  to  our  most  briUiant  man  of  science,  he 
•flgnred  me  in  his  inimitable  way  that  it  was  an  egregious  mistake,  Nature  beii^,  In 
point  of  &Gt,  an  arrant  deceiver.  *  And  I  dare  say  that  Dr.  Abbott^  who  holds 'that 
we  rise  through  illusion  to  the  trath,  would  say  the  same. 
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and  the  dormice  are  asleep,  and  the  spirit  of  life  has  retreated  to  its 
innermost  sanctuary,  is  unquestionably  the  best.  Whatever  is  done 
in  the  dog  days  is  light,  fugitive,  ephemeral— 2>iJ(je«  volantes^  as  they 
say  in  France. 

I  once  in  this  Magazine  preferred  a  plea  for  Winter — ^winter  in  the 
country — on  which  a  trenchant  critic  observed  that  winter  in  the 
country  was  all  very  well  when  you  lived  within  hail  of  the  town, 
and  could  see  your  friends  daily  to  expatiate  upon  the  charms  of 
solitude.  C!owper,  in  a  sly,  humorous  aside,  had  long  ago  made  a 
similar  reply : — 

How  sweet,  how  passing  sweet  is  solitude — 
But  grant  me  still  a  friend  in  my  retreat, 
Whom  I  may  whisper  solitude  is  sweet. 

And  it  must  be  allowed  that  there  is  a  certain  aptness  in  the  retort. 
The  same  delightful  poet,  however,  has  elsewhere  indicated  the  pre- 
cise terms  on  which  the  deep  seclusion  of  the  country  in  winter 
may  be  truly  and  thoroughly  enjoyed : — 

Tis  pleasant  through  the  loopholes  of  retreat 
To  peep  at  such  a  world — to  see  the  atir 
Of  the  great  Babel,  and  not  feel  the  crowd, 

I  am  willing  to  admit,  therefore,  that  the  student  should  select  a 
winter  hermitage  to  which  the  noise  of  the  city  may  come  to  him 
across  the  fields.  The  fierce  pressure  of  the  crowd  is  certainly  un- 
wholesome, but  a  man  who  lives  all  the  year  round  among  hedges 
and  ditches  is  apt  to  grow  mouldy.  A  little  of  both  is  best.  If 
you  spend  your  afternoon  at  your  club  in  town,  you  will  enjoy  all 
the  more  the  walk  home  beneath  the  leafless  trees  in  the  starlight, 
when  the  owls  are  hooting  from  the  ivy;  will  listen  with  even 
keener  zest  to  the  narrative  of  winter  adventure  from  eager  lips — 
how  a  woodcock  has  been  flushed  in  the  copse,  how  a  flock  of 
wild  duck  have  pitched  in  the  bum,  how  the  water-hens  have 
fraternised  with  the  poultry,  how  the  kingfisher  and  the  water-ousela 
have  been  angling  below  the  bridge,  how  the  footprints  of  an  otter 
have  been  seen  upon  the  snow. 

But  even  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  great  city  a  country  house 
without  a  library,  or  some  sort  of  literary  occupation,  might  become 
a  trifle  dreary  during  such  a  winter  as  that  which  seems  so  loth  to 
leave  us — ^a  winter  which  will  probably  hereafter  rank  with  the 
historical  winters  of  1709  and  1740,  during  which,  we  are  told,  the 
cold  was  so  intense  that  ^  in  France  the  sentinels  died  at  their  posts, 
the  birds  dropt  down  dead  out  of  the  air,  and  the  whole  East  Sea 
was  frozen  over,  so  that  people  joiuneyed  from  Copenhagen  *to 
Dantzic  upon  the  ice.'  The  bit  of  work  must  be  such  as  Providence 
and  your  publisher  have  provided  for  you ;  but  the  furnishing  of  a 
really  good  library  is  a  labour  of  knowledge  as  well  as  of  love,  and 
cannot  be  too  circumspectly  undertaken.    Though  the  collection 
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should  not  be  unwieldy  or  unworkable^  nearly  every  volume  to  which 
an  ordinary  student  habitually  refers  should  find  a  place  on  the 
shelves  ;  and  while  a  sprinkling  of  rare  and  famous  editions  may  be 
admitted,  the  vast  majority  should  consist  of  handy  modem  reprints 
— ^not  too  precious  for  daily  use.  Then  as  a  key  to  the  whole  it 
should  contain  a  selection  of  well-digested  and  well-indexed  indices, 
so  that  its  treasures  may  be  made  directly  and  promptly  available 
to  its  owner*  It  is  lamentable  to  tbink  how  many  precious  moments 
are  thrown  away  in  verifying  quotations  on  which  the  writer  cannot 
lay  his  hand  (I  spent  an  hour  this  morning  in  a  vain  essay  to 
recover  the  passage  in  which  Sir  Thomas  Browne  maintains  that 
the  mind  works  most  smoothly  between  the  autumnal  and  the 
vernal  equinox),  and  it  is  still  more  lamentable  to  notice  how 
little  care  is  taken  by  contemporary  writers  to  avoid  the  slovenly 
sin  of  misquotation.  A  celebrated  novelist  appears  to  be  of  opinion 
that  Oliver  assured  Celia  in  the  forest  that  he  had  been  *  chewing 
the  cud  of  sweet  and  bitter  faTides^  and  that  Hamlet  described 
the  king  his  uncle  as  '  a  tki/ng  of  shreds  and  patches.'  Even  the 
indices  are  not  always  to  be  implicitly  trusted.  One  authority,  I 
see,  accuses  Coleridge  of  writing — 

Her  gentle  limbs  she  did  undress, 
And  laid  down  in  Eer  loveliness ; 

and  another  will  have  it  that  Othello  compared  himself  to 

One  whose  hand. 
Like  the  base  Indian,  threw  a  pearl  away 
lUcher  than  all  his  trihe. 

The  *  Indian '  to  be  sure  figures  in  several  versions  of  the  plays, 
though  I  shall  continue  to  believe  that  Shakespeare  wrote  '  Judean  * 
until  he  assures  me  to  the  contrary.^ 

The  old  race  of  book-himters,  celebrated  in  congenial  prose  by 
Mr.  Hill  Burton,  has  nearly  died  out.  Joseph  Bobertson,  John 
Stewart,  David  Laing,  were  men  who  not  only  bought  books,  but 
read  them.  They  knew  the  insides  as  well  as  the  outsides.  They 
were  all  comparatively  poor  men,  who  could  not  aflFord  to  pay  fancy 


•  The  late  Principal  Scott,  of  Manchester,  condudes  a  striking  and  powerful 
disoonrse  on  the  range  of  Christianity  with  the  lines — 

*  From  worlds  not  quickened  by  the  sun 
A  portion  of  the  gift  is  won ; 
The  intermingling  of  heaven's  pomp  is  spread 
On  ground  which  mortal  creatures  tread.' 
Any  student  of  Wordsworth  knows,  of  course,  that  the  last  line  of  the  passage 
(which  is  taken  from  the  Mnth  Evening  Voluntary)  should  run — 

<  On  ground  which  British  shepherds  tread.' 
But  Principal  Scott  was  a  man  of  such  nice  and  scrupulous  accuracy  of  speech 
^  thought^  that  I  hare  sometimes  wondered  whether  the  words  might  not  have 
l)een  so  printed  in  some  early  edition,  from  which  he  had  leamt  them. — Tfvo 
2>i9e(mr$esy  by  A.  J.  Scott,  M^,  1848. 
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prices  for  their  tools,  but,  having  eaoh  his  special  subject,  which  he 
had  assiduously  cultivated,  they  knew  the  intrinsic  importance,  the 
genuinely  antiquarian  and  historical  value,  of  many  works  which 
are  oaviatre  to  the  crowd  of  buyers.  So  they  acquired  really  valuable 
collecticms — collections  which  in  some  respects  were  unique.  But 
the  bibliomania  which  flourishes  at  present  is  unconnected  with  any 
genuinely  antiquarian  or  historical  instinct.  The  picture  mania  was 
succeeded  by  the  cracked  china  mania,  and  the  cracked  china  mania 
has  been  succeeded  by  the  book  mania.  The  men  who  bought  the 
pictures  and  the  china  knew  the  trade  marks  by  which  a  painter  or  a 
plate  could  be  identified,  but  they  knew  little  more.  In  like  man- 
ner the  men  who  buy  the  books  have  come  to  know  that  the  copy  of 
an  early  edition  which  c<mtains  a  printer's  blunder  at  a  specified 
page  is  pure  and  priceless,  but  that  without  the  misprint  it  is  com/- 
paratively  worthless  and  may  go  for  an  old  song.  That  is  about  the 
measure  of  the  capacity  of  the  majority  of  our  book  fanciers,  though 
some  of  their  number  possess,  in  addition,  a  more  or  less  intelligent 
appreciation  of  the  distinction  between  *  half  morocco,  uncut,  top 
edge  gilt  by  Riviere,'  and  *  calf  extra,  uncut,  top  edge  gilt  by 
Pratt,'  a  distinction  of  no  mean  value  in  the  auction  room.  The 
truth  is,  that  book-buying  has  become  a  fashion,  and  the  canons 
which  govern  the  buyers  of  books  are  as  capricious  and  incalculable 
as  those  which  govern  the  buyers  of  old  pictures  or  old  china.  There 
are  handbooks  for  the  buyers  of  porcelain;  a  handbook  for  the 
fanciers  of  rare  editions  and  choice  '  bits '  for  the  library  is  not  yet 
compiled. 

The  prevailing  bibliomania  must,  I  am  afraid,  be  regarded  as  the 
expression,  more  or  less  intelligent,  of  a  simply  sentimental  dilet- 
tanteism.  It  is  not  antiquarian ;  it  is  not  historical :  it  affects  the 
personal  and  the  picturesque.  An  early  illuminated  missal,  a 
*Hor8e  Beatas  Virginis  Marise'  on  vellum  'within  beautiful  ara^ 
besque  borders,  exhibiting  flowers,  birds,  and  grotesques,  richly  orna- 
mented with  thirty-one  large  and  twenty-two  small  miniatures,  and 
numerous  capital  letters,  aU  exquisitely  illuminated  in  gold  and  colours^ 
red  morocco,  silk  linings  (151 8),'  an  Aldine  Dante  or  Pindar,  a  first 
edition  of  'Comus '  or '  Lycidas,'  the  ^Adonais  *  printed  at  Pisa,  are  the 
dainties  on  which  it  feeds.  January  29  of  last  year  is  a  red4etter  day 
in  the  calendar  of  the  bibliomaniac.  On  that  day  the  library  of  Mr- 
Dew  Smith  was  sold  by  auction  at  Messrs.  Sotheby's  room  in  the 
Strand.  There  never  was  brought  together  at  that  classic  shrine  a 
more  illustrious  congregation  of  book-hunters.  The  piety  which  they 
manifested  was  infectious;  the  prices  which  they  gave  were  fabulous. 
The  very  catalogue  is  a  work  of  genius ;  it  sparkles  like  a  page  of 
Macaulay.  And,  in  the  absence  of  any  official  handbook,  it  is  per- 
haps the  best  guide  that  the  critical  student  of  the  latest  fashions  in 
bibliography  can  select.  In  such  a  pursuit  there  cannot,  of  course, 
be  any  absolute  standard  of  value,  for  there  is  no  why  or  wherefore  i& 
liking ;  and  when  the  supply  of  an  article  is  inexorably  limited,  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


Bibliomania  in  1879. 


7S 


healthy  action  of  competition  in  eqiealifiing  prices  cannot  make  itself 
felt.  Mere  rarity  is  an  essential  elen^t  in  the  estimation  in  which 
a  work  printed  not  less  than  200  years  ago  is  held ;  and  thus  an 
ahsolutely  worthless  volume  will  often  fetch  a  fancy  price  simply 
because  tiieie  is  not  another  in  existence.  But  when  the  single  copfy 
Ib  the  sole  surviTor  of  the  edition  in  which  the  poems  of  ^  Will  Shake- 
speare' or  the  *  Comus '  or  *  Lyddas '  of  Milton  were  first  g^vra  to  the 
world,  the  uneducated  interest  in  singi:darity  is  intensified  by  a  true 
literary  interest,  and  the  price  whidi  it  may  or  ought  to  bring  can- 
not be  nicely  appraised  even  by  experts.  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  constant 
fluctuation  in  prices,  the  general  drift  of  the  current  at  any  particular 
momoat  may  be  determined  with  approximate  exactness.' 

The  influence  of  Mr.  Buskin  and  Mr.  Dante  Bossetti  on  the 
prices  which  a  certain  class  of  books  command  is  very  noticeable. 
The  passion  for  ^  Horse '  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifl^eenth  centuries  is  of 
quite  recent  growth,  being,  in  fact,  one  of  the  offshoots  of  pre* 
Baphaelitism.  These  manuscript  offices  coidd  be  purchased  for  a 
iaifle  not  so  many  years  ago  in  many  German  and  Italian  book 
diops ;  now  they  are  not  to  be  met  with  except  in  the  auction  room,, 
and  tiie  '  Horas '  at  Mr.  Dew  Smith's  sale  brought  from  402.  to  ^oU 
a{»ece.  In  1850  Mr.  Bossetti,  Mr.  Holman  Hunt,  and  Mr.  Woohier 
b^;an  the  publication  of  the  '  Germ,'  of  which  three  or  four  shilling" 
parts  were  published ;  it  was  thereafter  discontinued  for  lack  of  sub-- 
goribers.  The  numbers,  boimd  together,  form  a  thin  octavo  volume, 
which  now  sells  for  about  5Z.  The  drawings  (like  the  wooden  figures 
carved  among  the  dolomites)  are  delightfuUy  archaic,  though  the 
remarkable  Italian  story  by  Mr.  Bossetti  is  probably  the  main  attract 
tion.  The  *  Blessed  Damosel,'  moreover,  originally  appeared  in  the 
*  Germ,*  and  the  admirers  of  that  vivid  vision  are  thus  enabled  to  set 
flide  by  side  the  original  study— somewhat  crude  and  incoherent,  it 
must  be  confessed — ^and  the  finished  masterpiece  as  it  appears  in  the 
ooUected  poems.  (I  notice,  for  instance,  in  comparing  the  two,  that 
in  the  very  powerful  lines — 


•  With  a  iSrenchman's  passion  for  logical  method,  M.  Sdouard  Rouveyre,  in  hi^ 
C(mnais9ances  nSeessaires  ^  %n  BibUophih  (Paris,  1879),  haa  formulated  the  genetal 
roles  bj  -vfbich  the  yalue  of  rare  books  of  Snropean  repute  may  be  determined. 
Baiitj,  it  appears,  is  absolute  and  relative — absolute  when  only  a  limited  number 
luiTe  been  printed  or  preserved,  relative  when  the  scarcity  is  due  to  other  causes. 
Among  bo<»8  whose  rarity  is  absolute -are  those  which  have  been  rigorously  sop- 
pressed,  those  which  have  been  destroyed  by  accident  (the  fire  at  Jean  Hevelius's,  for 
instance,  destroyed  the  whole  edition  of  the  second  part  of  the  Maehind  CateitUf 
with  the  exception  of  the  few  copies  presented  to  friends),  those  printed  on  vellum 
cff  large  paper,- and  ancient  MSS.  Among  works  whose  rarity  is  relative  are  the 
fgninds  ouvrages,'  which  are  to  be  found  only  in  the  great  libraries  (such  as  the 
Acta  SaneUfrum  or  the  Bibliatheca  Maxima  Pantifica)f  fugitive  pieces  (pikcet 
vohfUes),  local  histories,  the  proceedings  of  literazy  societies,  the  lives  of  savants, 
catalogues,  illustrated  works  of  which  the  plates  have  been  destroyed,  works  which 
MMt  of  the  black  aits,  macaronics,  obscene  libellous  and  seditious  tjacts,  editions 
jrinted  at  the  Imperial  presses  or  by  the  celebrated  printers,  the  Aldes^,  the  SbeTie?% 
the  Baskervinesy  &0. 
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From  the  fixed  lull  of  heaven  she  saw 

Time,  like  a  pulse,  shake  fierce 
Through  all  the  worlds — 

*  place '  has  been  substituted  for  *  lull.')  The  devotees  of  the  auction  room 
can  still  remember  the  days  when  the  weird  and  grotesque  designs  of 
William  Blake  were  simply  imsaleable — a  mere  drug  in  the  market. 
Then  came  Mr.  Bossetti's  brilliant  chapter  in  Q-ilchrist's  Life,  in 
which  justice  (perhaps  more  than  justice)  was  done  to  Blake,  and  to 
another  great  and  unsaleable  genius,  David  Scott ;  and  now  a  copy 
of  the  *  Visions  of  the  Daughters  of  Albion,'  which  twenty  years 
ago  might  have  been  picked  up  for  308.,  cannot  be  secured  for 
less  thim  30^.  It  has  been  irreverently  said  by  unbelievers  that 
Mr.  Buskin  made  Turner,  which  from  the  auctioneer's  point  of 
view  may  or  may  not  be  true.  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  Turner 
made  Bogers.  A  fine  impression  of  that  worthy  old  gentleman's 
Poems  is  worth  5Z.  at  a  sale;  but  it  is  the  poetry  of  Turner, 
not  of  Bogers,  for  which  we  are  asked  to  pay.  It  is  needless 
to  add  that  Mr.  Buskin's  own  works  are  always  eagerly  competed 
for,  most  of  them  being  out  of  print  and  the  'Modem  Painters' 
having  already  become  a  rarity.  A  copy  went  the  other  day 
for  five-and-thirty  guineas,  and  seven  or  eight  pounds  have  been 
given  for  the  series  of  shilling  handbooks — the  caustic  *  Notes  on 
Boyal  Academy  Pictures' — which  Mr.  Buskin  published  for  six  or 
seven  years. 

The  most  unique  and  characteristic  feature  of  the  Dew-Smith  sale 
was  the  prices  obtained  for  the  original  editions  of  Shelley's  poems, 
a  matter  to  which  I  am  going  to  refer  by-and-by.  Meantime  it  may 
be  added  that,  except  Mr.  Buskin's  and  Mr.  Tennyson's'*  works,  there 
are  not  many  quite  modem  publications  which  show  any  considerable 
increase  in  value.  This  is  the  edition  de  luxe  of  the  Waverley 
Novels — the  beautiful  Abbotsford  edition, — published  at  12L  it  sells 
at  present  for  from  30^.  to  3  ^1.  Here  are  the  first  edition  of  Miss 
Barrett  Barrett's  Poems  (1844),  with  graceful  dedication  to  her  father ; 
most  of  the  first  editions  of  Thackeray's  novels;  the  early  edition 
of  Swinbume's  'Queen  Mother  and  Bosamond'  (i860),  which  was 
allowed  to  pass  unnoticed,  a  review  in  this  Magazine  being,  I  think, 
almost  the  only  recognition  it  obtained,  and  his  '  Poems  and  Ballads' 
(1866),  afterwards  withdrawn  from  circulation  by  a  panic-stricken 
publisher  ('  quite  unjustifiably,'  says  a  great  poet  and  painter  in  a 
note  which  is  attached  to  the  copy  beside  me)  ;  Clough's  '  Bothie  of 
Toper  na  Fuosich'  (1848),  which  in  the  collected  poems  has  been  re- 
-christened  the  *  Bothie  of  Tober  na  Vuolich ; '  the  facsimiles  of  the 
national  MSS.  of  Scotland,  which  were  produced  under  the  super- 


*  At  Mr.  B.  M.  Pickering's  sale  on  April  7,  1879,  a  copj  of  Mr.  Tennyson's  sup- 
pressed poem,  Th^  Lover's  Tale  (1833),  was  sold  for  /^il  Mr.  Pickering  paid 
4^.  12»,  for  it  in  1870. 
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intendence  of  the  Lord  Clerk  Segister^ — all  of  which  have  become 
rare  and  comparatively  dear.  But  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
role  that  most  of  the  best  editions  which  have  appeared  during  the 
last  forty  years  can  now  be  bought  for  less  than  the  price  at  which 
they  were  published. 

Dr.  James  Martineau  has  observed,  in  his  ^  Hours  of  Thought,' 
that,  in  the  absence  of  anything  of  nobler  scope,  limited  loves,  parti- 
cular enthusiasms,  mere  fancies  of  the  mind,  be  they  only  in- 
nocent, are  a  great  good.  <  The  active  votary  of  any  harmless 
object  is  better  than  the  passive  critic  of  all,  and  the  dullest 
man  who  lives  only  to  collect  shells  or  coins  is  worthier  than 
the  shrewdest  who  lives  only  to  laugh  at  him.'  And  in  the  same 
spirit  I  would  ventiure  to  suggest  that  it  is  not  wise  to  treat  the 
passion  for  old,  rare,  or  curious  books  with  disrespect.  Any  pursuit 
of  the  kind  has  a  more  or  less  refining  influence  upon  the  mind.  It 
may  be  tainted  and  vulgarised,  no  doubt,  by  the  ignorant  caprice  of 
fashion  or  the  mere  money-grubbing  spirit  of  speculation ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  may  be  so  pursued  as  to  be  made  not  only  a  charming 
bat  an  instructive  occupation.  Let  us  look  at  it  a  little  in  this 
light. 

Here,  for  instance,  is  the  first  edition  of  Coleridge's  ^  Sibylline 
Leaves.'  It  was  published  in  1817 — that  is  the  date  it  bears  on  the 
title-page.  On  the  back  of  the  title-page  there  is  the  name  of  a  London, 
on  the  last  page  of  the  volume  the  name  of  a  Bristol,  printer.  The 
explanation  is  simple.  The  body  of  the  book  was  printed  at  Bristol 
in  181 5 ;  but  Coleridge  kept  the  sheets  beside  him  for  upwards  of  two 
years,  and  only  the  title-page,  the  preface,  an  odd  poem  or  two,  and 
the  list  of  errata  were  printed  (in  London)  at  the  time  of  publication. 
Now,  this  list  of  errata,  which  is  unusually  lengthy,  is  unusually 
interesting.  Its  lengthiness  is  no  doubt  partly  to  be  attributed  to 
the  carelessness  of  the  Bristol  printer  (as  is  indeed  vaguely  insinuated 
in  the  preface),  but  it  was  partly  due  to  another  cause.    The  printed 


'  The  &c8ixnile8  of  the  natioDal  MSS.  of  EDgland,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  which 
have  been  taken  by  the  photo-sincographic  process,  and  published  hj  GoTemment, 
are  extremely  well  done  and  ought  to  become  specially  popular  among  book- 
hunters.   The  rarest  manuscripts  and  the  scarcest  prints  are  reproduced— even  to  the 
rents  and  stains  which  time  and  rough  usage  have  made — with  absolute  exactitude. 
Tbe  Scotch  have  been,  xxgon  the  whole,  the  most  successful ;  but  the  English,  from 
the  greater  wealth  of  available  material,  are  wonderfully  interesting,  and  the  Irish 
are  simply  splendid.   These  unattainable  Irish  chrcmides  and  gospels,  with  their 
illuminated  capitals  and  gorgeous  borders,  are  thus  brought  within  the  reach  of  the 
modest  bibUo^iile,  and — were  it  only  for  the  lovely  tints  of  rainbow  light  in  which 
the  Church  artist  (whose  sense  of  colour  must  have  been  out  of  all  proportion  to  his 
knowledge  of  form)  indulged— cannot  be  too  highly  prized.   But,  curiously  enough, 
the  English  and  the  Irish  series  have  found  few  purclmsers.  Of  the  500  copies  of  the 
English  which  were  printed,  not  more  than  170  or  180  have  been  disposed  of  to  the 
paUio ;  of  the  Irish,  only  185  out  of  556.   The  Scotch  edition,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
out  of  print,  upwards  of  400  of  each  part  having  been  sold  ;  and  the  consequence  is 
(the  plates  haWng  been  destroyed)  that  the  price  has  risen  immensely,  the  three 
parts,  published  at  a  guinea  i^iece,  selling  now  for  15/.   (See  a  very  interesting 
nurliamentary  pi^r  on  the  Record  Publications,  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commoae 
to  be  printed,  August  14, 1877.) 


Digitized  by  Google 


73 


Bibliomania  in  1879. 


[July 


sheets  were  lying  beside  the  writer ;  he  naturally  reread  and  revised 
them,  and  the  fruit  of  such  exceptionally  leisurely  revision  is  to  "bo 
found  in  the  voluminous  ^  Errata.'  Second  thoughts,  it  is  said,  are 
beat ;  and,  though  not  invariably  justified  by  the  practice  of  the 
poets,  the  adage  holds  good  in  this  case,  Coleridge's  second  thoughts 
bding  almost  invariably  better  than  his  first.  Thus  in  the  *  Destiny 
of  Nations '  the  fine  lines  which  appear  in  the  errata — 

The  power  of  Justice,  like  a  name  all  light, 
Shone  from  thy  brow ! — 

are  printed  in  the  body  of  the  work — 

The  name  of  Justice  written  on  tjiy  brow 
Eesplendent  shone. 

In  the  same  poem  the  didactic- 
Earth's  broad  shade 

Bevealing  by  eclipse  the  Eternal  Sun — 
is  translated  into  the  more  direct  and  dramatic — 

Infinite  Love, 

Thou  with  retracted  beams  and  self-eclipse 
Veiling  revealest  thy  Eternal  Sun  ! 

Again,  in  the  same  poem,  the  words  ^  blended  with  the  clouds/  as 
first  printed,  are  altered  to  *  looming  thro'  the  mist ' : — 

Like  hideous  features  looming  thro'  the  mist, 
Wan  Stains  of  ominous  light  I 

The  lines  in  the  *  Picture,'  describing  with  sweet  and  powerful  elabora- 
tion the  reimion  of  the  waters  after  their  momentary  division — 

And  see  f  they  meet. 
Each  in  the  other  lost  and  found ;  and  see, 
Placeless  as  Spirits,  one  soft  Water-sun 
Throbbing  within  them.  Heart  at  once  and  Eye  I 
With  its  soft  neighbourhood  of  filmy  Clouds, 
The  stains  and  ediadings  of  forgotten  Tears, 
Dimness  o'erswum  with  lustre ! — ^such  the  hoiur 
Of  deep  enjoyment,  following  Love's  brief  feuds ! — 

were  originally  printed — 

They  meet,  they  join. 
In  deep  embrace,  and  open  to  the  Sun 
Lie  cahn  and  smooth. 

It  is  obvious  that  in  all  these  alterations  Coleridge  was  striving 
after  a  more  direct  and  dramatic  simplicity  of  expression — not,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  without  considerable  success;  but  by  far  the  most 
r«markable  after-thought  is  the  noble  passage  in  the  ^iGolian 
Harp'— 
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'       -    O  the  one  Life,  within  ns  and  abroad. 

Which  meets  all  Motion,  and  becomes  its  sonl, 
■  A  light  in  Sound,  a  sound-like  power  in  light, 
.  ^hytSim  in  all  Thought,  and  Jojance  eyerywhere— 
Metiiinks  it  should  have  been  impossible 
Not  to  love  all  things  in  a  world  so  filled, 
Where  the  breeze  warbles,  and  the  mute  still  Air 
Is  Music  slumbering^on  its  instrument  \ 

which  in  the  first  edition  is  printed  among  the  Errata  I 

No  one  can  deny  that  a  first  edition  which  throws  so  much  light 
iqpon  an  interesting  chapter  in  the  literary  hist(»ry  of  a  great  poet  is 
of  real  value.  Here,  again,  is  an  illustration  of  a  different  kind  of 
interest.  The  late  Dean  Bamsay's  volume  on  ^Scottish  Life  and 
Character  ^ — which  is,  in  its  way,  a  vivid  and  graphic  book — ^would 
have  been  even  more  so  if  a  number  of  racy  stories  in  the  author's 
wallet  had  not  been  excluded  at  the  last  moment.  The  Dean  had  as 
6^  of  the  priest  about  him  as  a  sturdy  Scotch  episcopalian  of  the 
<dd  school  could  well  have,  the  only  priestly  qualities  which  he  affected 
being  the  simplicity,  kindliness,  and  general  helpfulness  which  were 
natural  to  the  man ;  but  it  was  t  hought  that  the  language  of  some  of 
ihe  anecdotes  was  too  direct  and  emphatic  for  ears  polite,  or  at  least 
finr  ears  ecclesiastical.  The  clergy  are  now  allowed  to  appear  in  un- 
dress, like  the  rest  of  us,  and  are  occasionally  pleased  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  privilege,  whereas  when  the  Dean  wrote  this  concession 
to  common  sense  and  clerical  comfort  bad  not  been  formally  approved. 
Fortunately  the  proofi9  of  the  excluded  sheets  were  preserved,  and  in 
the  copy  I  am  using  they  are  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  and 
add  vastly  to  its  piquancy.  I  venture  to  print  one  of  these  racy 
reminiscences  in  the  Dean's  own  words. 

In  QiQ  manse  of  Loudon  the  minister,  Mr.  Lawrie — on  whose  family 
Bums  wrote  a  well-known  prayer — had  a  fine  engraving  of  a  picture  (by 
Guide  t)  which  represented  the  story  of  Joseph  and  Potiphar's  wife.  The 
present  Mr.  Smith,  of  Jordanhill,  tells  me  tnat  Mrs.  Lawrie,  when  eighty 
years  of  age,  related  to  him  that  the  old  Countess  of  Loudon  (who  died  in 
1777,  at  the  age  of  a  hundred),  calling  at  the  manse  near  the  dose  of  her 
jvotracted  life,  took  a  look  at  this  picture,  with  which  she  seemed  greatly 
l^eaaed,  particularly  with  the  beauty  of  the  Egyptian  ladv,  and  then, 
taming  with  great  simplicity  to  the  minister,  said,  *  What  aUed  the  faUaw 
Iher?' 

The  Sprayer'  to  which  the  Dean  alludes  is  the  fine  poem  whidi 
ends  with  the  familiar  lines— 

When,  soon  or  late,  they  i^each  that  coast, 

On  life's  rough  ocean  driven. 
May  they  rejoice,  no  wanderer  lost, 

A  ^Eunily  in  heaven  I — 

aad  which  was  left  at  the  manse  of  Loudon  by  the  poet  (it  was  found 
ID  the  bedroom  where  he  had  slept)  as  a  sort  of  thank-offering  for  a 
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true,  steady,  and  (what  was  very  rare^  sadly  exceptional  in  poor 
Bums's  experience)  jtu2ici(m«  friendship. 

The  interest  which  attaches  to  a  volume  of  this  kind,  though 
slight  and  accidental,  is  quite  legitimate— the  omission  of  the  stories 
bdiig  signifijcant  of  the  state  of  public  feeling  at  the  time,  and  the 
stories  themselves  being  racy  and  characteristic.  Then  there  are 
special  copies  of  books,  old  and  new,  which,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
many  of  us  would  be  pleased  to  possess.  The  habit  of  scrib- 
bling upon  the  margins  of  books  which  do  not  belong  to  the  writer 
is  very  properly  objected  to  by  Mr.  Mudie  (from  whom  I  learn  that 
it  is  obnoxiously  prevalent) ;  but  it  makes  all  the  difference  when 
the  annotator  is  a  Milton,  a  Cowper,  or  a  Coleridge.  The  sources  of 
bibliographical  interest,  however,  are  very  various.  There  are  two 
volumes,  for  instance,  for  which  a  bibliomaniacal  friend  has  been 
seeking  in  vain  for  years.  In  the  ^  Life  of  Izaak  Walton,'  by  Sir  John 
Hawkins  (published  in  1760),  we  are  told  that  Walton,  living,  while 
in  London,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Dunstan  in  the  West,  whereof  Dr.  John 
Donne,  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  was  vicar,  became  a  convert  of  that 
excellent  preacher,  and  so  was  commissioned  to  write  his  Life.  ^  As 
soon  as  the  book  came  out,'  Sir  John  continues — '  a  complete  copy  was 
sent  as  a  present  to  Walton  by  Mr.  John  Donne,  the  Doctor's  son, 
afterwards  Doctor  of  Laws ;  and  one  of  the  blank  leaves  contained  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Walton.  The  letter  is  yet  extant,  and  in  print,  and  is 
a  handsome  and  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  honour  done  to  the 
memory  of  his  father.'  And  then  in  a  note — ^  The  very  book,  witk 
the  original  manuscript  letter,  was  in  the  year  17 14  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bev.  Mr.  Borrodale,  Hector  of  Market-Deeping,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln.'  That  is  one  of  the  volumes  which  my  friend  would  give  his 
ears  (figuratively  speaking)  to  recover ;  the  other  is  the  copy  of  the 
*  Quarterly  Review'  which  Lockhart  sent  to  his  old  crony  Lord 
Eobertson  (commonly  known  as  *  Peter '),  when  his  Lordship's  volume 
of  serious  poetry  was  reviewed  in  that  lively  organ  of  literary  opinion. 
It  is  credibly  affirmed  that  the  copy  which  was  despatched  to  the 
Falstaff  of  the  Scotxsh  bench  contained  the  imcomplimentary 
couplet — 

Here  lies  that  peerless  paper  peer  Lord  Peter, 
Who  broke  the  laws  of  God,  and  man,  and  metre. 

As  only  a  single  copy  of  the  article  in  its  original  shape  was  printed 
off— the  identical  copy  addressed  to  his  Lordship — I  am  afraid  that 
my  friend's  ambition  is  not  likely  to  be  gratified ;  for  the  paper  peer 
was  justly  indignant,  and  no  doubt  vented  his  wrath  against  his 
fedthless  friend  by  consigning  the  malignant  and  obnoxious  article  to 
the  flames. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  the  bibliomaniac  in  the  course  of  his 
rambles  is  sometimes  generously  rewarded  and  abundantly  repaid. 
One  of  the  experiences  related  by  M.  de  Latour  in  his  <  M^moires  d'un 
Bibliophile '  is  certainly  very  picturesque.   The  story  of  the  fiEtmous 
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poiwinkle  found  by  M.  de  Latour  in  Bousseau's  copy  of  Thotnas  ft 
ICempis,  has  been  summarised  in  an  ingenious  and  excellent  little  taiot 
on  ^Bibliomania,'  published  at  Edinburgh  in  1867  (Edmonston  and 
Pooglas),  to  which  I  must  ref^  the  reader  curious  in  such  matters. 

llie  literature  of  what  noay  be  called  the  Shelley  revival  is 
becoming  abundant,  if  not  redundant,  and  the  first  editions  of  the 
poef  8  works  are  not  now  to  be  had  for  love  or  money — certainly 
not  for  love,  and  rarely  for  money.  This  thin  quarto  of  twenty-five 
pages  is  the  ^  Adonais,'  printed  at  Pisa  in  1821 ;  and  at  Mr.  Smith's 
sale  the  ^Adonais'  sold  for  exactly  forty  guineas.  At  the  same  time 
*Queen  Mab'  (1813)  brought  iL  58., ' Alastor'  ^1816)  gf.,  *Laon 
and  Cythna' (1818)  U.  158.,  and  'Epipsychidion^  (1821)  13^.  108. 
These  are  extraordinary  prices.  Seeing  that  an  excellent  edition  of  the 
collected  poems  can  be  had  for  about  five  shillings,  how  comes  it  that 
the  coolest  bidder  loses  his  head  when  a  copy  of  the  first  edition  of 
^  Epipsychidion '  or  *  Adonais'  is  *  going'?  The  answer  to  this 
question  involves  a  good  many  bibliographical  considerations,  which 
(though  some  of  them  merit  more  elaborate  treatment  than  can  be 
given  in  a  paper  of  this  kind)  may  be  briefly  glanced  at. 

The  curiosity  about  Shelley  is  perfectly  intelligible,  and  more 
than  ordinarily  justifiable.  Faust  selected  Helen  of  Troy  when 
Mephistopheles  undertook  to  raise  a  famous  shade ;  many  of  us,  if  we 
got  the  chance,  would  select  Shelley.  That  unearthly  creature  was 
80  grotesquely  and  cruelly  out  of  place  in  this  world.  ^  His  face  was 
as  the  face  of  an  angel ; '  and  if  an  angel  had  got  adrift  among  us 
the  idealities  and  incompatibilities  of  his  nature  could  not  have 
inflicted  more  limitless  wrong  upon  those  with  whom  he  was  brought 
in  contact  than  did  Shelley's.  That  Shelley  should  have  been  bom 
into  a  society  of  which  Lord  Eldon  was  Lord  High  Chancellor  is  one 
of  those  surprises  which  nature  has  always  in  reserve — for  a  good 
purpose,  no  doubt — probably  to  save  us  from  dying  of  ennui  in  this 
best  (and  dullest  ?)  of  all  possible  worlds.  In  like  manner,  when  a 
fine  but  frigid  critic  like  Mr.  Leslie  Stephen  takes  Shelley  in  hand, 
we  feel  that  he  is  beating  the  air, — ^let  him  stick  to  Johnson  or 
Defoe  1  The  sylvan,  elemental  beings  who  roamed  about  the  woods 
*when  Italy  was  yet  guiltless  of  Some'  cannot  be  caught,  and 
clothed,  and  taught  the  Catechism  and  the  Ten  Commandments  and 
the  use  of  knives  and  spoons,  without  risk  of  misunderstanding  and 
general  unpleasantness.  One  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  body  in 
which  Shelley  abode  for  a  brief  seasoti  was  altogether  an  anachronism ; 
he  regained  his  native  freedom  when  he  dispensed  with  it.  The 
squall  in  the  Bay  of  Spezzia  seems  thus  so  entirely  fitting ;  it  was 
thus  that  this  fairy  changeling  was  restored  to  his  kin.  I  do  not 
believe  that  Shelley  could  have  grown  old  in  body  any  more  than  in 
genius.  Those  who  talk  about  what  his  mature  poetry  might  have 
been  deceive  themselves:  he  would  have  remained  eager,  simple, 
fervid,  at  white  heat,  a  passionate  abstraction,  to  the  end.  Had 
Keats  lived  to  complete  <  Hyperion,'  we  should  probably  have  got  the 
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great  poem  of  the  century;  but,  after  he  had  &irly  m&st^^.  the 
rudiments  of  poetic  speech^  there  "ras  no  appreciable  growth  ixk 
SheUey.  - 

That  anything  that  brings  us  closer  to  such  an  abnormal  person-, 
ality  should  be  prized  need  not  excite  any  wonder ;  and  undoubtedly 
an  early  edition  does  bring  us  nearer  to  the  writer.  Charles.  Lamb 
declared  that  he  could  not  read  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  except  in 
folio  (adding  characteristically  that  he  did  not  know  a  more  heartless 
si^t  than  the  octavo  reprints  of  the  *  Anatomy  of  Melancholy and 
a  man  who  has  learnt  his  <  Adonais'  from  the  first  edition  feels  that 
it  is  not  the  same  thing  in  a  modem  dress ;  the  virtue  has  gone  oat 
of  it.  And  the  first  edition  of  the  *  Adonais*  does  bring  us  into 
eocceptionally  close  relations  with  Shelley.  It  was  printed  by  himself 
at  Pisa^  where  he  was  living,  in  1 82 1,  and  it  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  *  published  *  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word — that  is,  for 
general  circulation.    *  My  poem  is  fini^ed,'  he  writes  on  June  8— 

and  consists  of  about  forty  Spenser  stanzas.  I  shall  send  it  you,  either 
printed  at  Pisa  or  transcribed  in  such  a  manner  as  it  shall  be  dOificult  for 
the  reviser  to  leave  such  errors  as  OBsiat  the  obscurity  of  the  *  Prometheus.* 
But  in  case  I  send  it  printed,  it  will  be  merely  that  mistakes  may  be 
avoided ;  so  that  I  shall  have  only  a  few  copies  struck  off  in  the  cheapest 
manner. 

These  '  few  copies  struck  off  in  the  cheapest  manner,'  or  such  of  them 
as  remain,  have  now  mainly  drifted  into  the  great  libraries,  and  are 
worth  much  more  than  their  weight  in  gold — excluding  altogether 
from  the  calculation  that  unique  copy  belonging  to  Lord  Houghton, 
into  which,  on  the  first  page  or  the  last  (I  forget  which)  another 
of  his  poems  has  been  inscribed  by  Shelley  himself.  The  *  Revolt  of 
Islam '  in  its  original  shape  is  even  rarer ;  it  used  to  be  said  that  only 
three  copies  of  *  Laon  and  Cythna '  were  issued  before  the  alterations 
were  made,  though  Mr.  Symonds  believes  that  many  more  must 
have  been  put  in  circulation.  *  When  I  was  a  boy  at  Harrow,'  he  says, 
*  I  picked  up  two  uncut  copies  in  boards  at  a  Bristol  book  shop,  for 
the  price  of  28.  6d.  apiece '—  lucky  boy  1 — with  a  sagacity  and 
foresight  that  might  have  become  a  veteran  book-hunter.  Mr. 
Symonds's  sketch,^  let  me  say  in  passing,  is  the  best  we  have  yet 
got  (any  absolutely  best  on  such  a  subject  is  hopeless ;  we  might  as 
well  look  for  perfect  biography  of  moonbeam  or  gossamer) ;  but  for 
a  man  well  up  in  the  Shelley  literature  he  makes  some  unaccount- 
able blunders.  Thus  he  remarks  that '  it  is  even  still  imcertain  to 
which  Harriet '  (his  wife  or  his  cousin)  '  the  dedication  of  "  Queen 
Mab"  is  addressed, — ^the  fact  being  that  in  a  well-known  letter, 
written  when  the  pirated  edition  of  '  Queen  Mab'  appeared  in  1821, 
Shelley  informed  Oilier  (June  11,  1821),  *I  ought  to  say,  however, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  this  piratical  fellow  in  one  respect — that  he 
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k&omitted,  with  a  delicacy  for  which  I  thank  him  heartily,  a  foolish 
dedication  to  my  late  wife,  the  pubUcation  of  which  would  have 
aoDojed  me,  and  indeed  is  the  only  part  of  the  business  that  could 
sedoosfy  hare  annoyed  me,  although  it  is  my  duty  to  protest  against 
tbd  whole.'  This  pirated  edition  of  ^  Queen  Mab '  is  also  a  curiosity 
ia  its  way.  The  thief,  William  (?)  Clark  by  name,  is  most  polite ; 
and  ooiffiiderate  to  his  victim,  eager  to  consult  his  feelings  and  to 
Rspeci  Ub  wishes.  He  skins  him  tenderly,  as  though  he  loved  him. 
^  It  win  be  seen,'  he  says,  in  a  paragraph  printed  midway  between 
tkpoem  and  the  notes,  ^it  will  be  seen  by  the  author  of  Queen 
Mab"  and  those  few  gentlemen  who  have  a  copy  of  the  former  edition 
tkt  I  have  been  studious  in  adhering  to  the  original  copy.' 

In  the  letter  relating  to  the  ^Adonais'  from  which  I  have 
quoted,  Shelley  alludes  playfully,  though  not  without  a  certain  sore- 
:  MS  perhaps,  to  the  misprints  in  the  *  Prometheus.'    But  in  this 

raqKct  the  *  Prometheus '  was  not  singular — ^most  of  the  early,. 
I  ed^ns,  indeed,  swarming  with  printer's  blunders.    I  do  not  re- 
I  tDmber  if  there  are  any  misprints  in  the  ^  Adonais ; '  my  impression 
is  that  there  are  none  ;  and  as  this  was  almost  the  only  instance  in 
I  vldch  the  author  revised  the  proofs,  the  fact  seems  to  show  that  he 
!  Ittd  no  such  intense  repugnance  to,  or  sheer  incapacity  for,  revision 
as  hag  sometimes  been  alleged.    The  majority  of  the  poems  were 
pnnked  in  England  when  Shelley  was  in  Italy.    In  the  days  of  rail-^ 
^  an  author  living  abroad  may  revise  his  proofs  if  he  Ukes  ;  but. 
tieie  were  no  railways  in  Shelley's  time,  and  an  Italian  resident  wa* 
fetdto  rest  content  with  such  revision  as  his  English  publisher 
1  ^  secure.    Thus  the  text  of  the  Shelley  poems  is  as  corrupt  aa 
^  Shakespeare  plays,  and  opens  nearly  as  wide  a  field  for  criticism 
aid  conjecture.     To  the  corruption  of  the  early  text,  curiously 
Qwogh,  the  exceptional  value  of  the  early  editions  is  now  mainly  due. 
A  sncoession  of  editors  have  'improved'  the  original  with  such 
^^w«98  that  they  may  be  said  to  have  improved  it  out  of  existence.. 
There  are  many  obvious  blunders  in  the  early  editions.  No  one  can 
4»ht,  for  instance,  that  Shelley  wrote  '  the  blue  iEgean  gvrds^  and 
Dot  'the  blue  uEgean  girls,'    The  editors,  however,  have  not  been 
'^fntent  to  correct  the  errors  that  lie  on  the  surface,  but  have  exer- 
^  their  ingenuity  upon  passages  where  no  correction  was  needed. 
Hkj  have  insisted  on  Shelley  saying  many  things  which  in  point  of 
^  he  did  not  say,  but  which  in  their  opinion  he  ought  to  have  said.^ 
^  it  has  come  about  that  the  latest  editions  of  Shelley  are  no- 
^reliable  than  the  earliest^  and  the  student  who,  so  to  speak> 
to  see  all  round  him  in  arriving  at  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
1  goimne  Shelley  text,  must  consult  the  original  editions,  which  were 
t^led  by  the  printers,  as  well  as  the  more  recent,  which  have  been 
!  I^Bproved'  by  the  editors.  In  Shelley's  case,  therefore,  a  first  edition 
I      a  real  literary  as  well  as  sentimental  value,  and  the  competition 
I  <rf  stadents  accounts  more  or  less  for  the  prices  which  have  been 
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A  delightful  article,  showing  critical  subtlety  and  insight  of  a 
rare  order,  appeared  in  the  *  Edinburgh  Eeview '  some  years  ago  ^  on 
those  wilful  and  gratuitous  emendations*  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  Mr. 
Forman,  in  his  sumptuous  edition  of  the  poems,  acknowledges  his  ob- 
ligations to  this  article,  which  has  been  attributed — rightly,  I  believe — 
to  Professor  Baynes,  of  St.  Andrews,  the  editor  of  the  *  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica.'  The  number  of  Shelleys  in  this  world  is  strictly 
limited,  and  Mr.  Baynes  has  shown  how  extremely  risky  it  is  for  people 
who  are  not  Shelleys  to  try  to  mend  a  web  which  is  woven  of  gossamer. 
Unless  he  has  a  very  clear  case  indeed  it  is  better  for  the  able 
editor  to  leave  even  the  commas  unmolested;  when  he  disturbs 
semicolons,  colons,  or  full  stops  he  is  pretty  certain  to  come  to 
grief.  Mr.  Eossetti,  for  instance,  inserts  a  full  stop  after  the  word 
^  calm '  in  the  last  stanza  of  the  second  canto  of  the  ^  Bevolt  of 
Islam,'  th^by  entirely  changing  the  sense  of  the  passage,  and  this 
simply  on  the  fallacious  plea  that  calm  is  not  consistent  with  in- 
tensity of  passion.  Then  Mr.  Craik  maintains  that  the  semicolon 
after  *  fire '  in  the  second  stanza  of  the  *  Skylark  *  is  misplaced — 

Higher  still  and  higher 

From  the  earih  ^ou  springest 
Like  a  cloud  of  fire; 

The  deep  blue  thou  wiugest 
■And  singing  still  dost  soar^  and  soaring  ever  singest — 

and  thereupon  inserts  it  after  *  springest,'  thus  failing  to  recognise 
that  the  comparison  '  like  a  cloud  of  fire '  applies  not  to  the  bird 
when  it  rises  from  the  ground,  but  to  its  continuous  ascent  when 
already  in  the  upper  air,  when  its  song  is  coming  ^  from  heaven  or 
near  it.' 

The  influence  of  the  Shelley  bibliomania  has  been  widely  felt. 
Everyone  who  was  even  remotely  connected  with  the  poet  has  been 
invested  with  fresh  interest ;  and  we  have  come  to  know  much  more 
about  Mary  WoUstonecraft,  William  Godwin,  William  Godwin's 
mother,  Fanny  Imlay,  Mary  Godwin,  and  Clare  Clairmont  than  was 
known  to  their  friends  and  contemporaries.  Shelley  has  in  the 
meantime  rather  pushed  his  friend  Keats  into  the  background ;  but 
^even  Ke^ts  is  being  unearthed,  and  those  tragic  love  letters  of  his  to 
Fanny  Brawne,  in  which  the  dying  poet  is  seen  clinging  with  such 
fierce  tenacity  to  love  and  life,  have  been  printed  in  an  elegant  little 
volume,  which,  with  its  ghastly  sketch  by  Severn  of  the  poet  in  the 
exhaustion  of  disease,  with  the  death  dew  upon  his  brow,  has  no 
doubt  been  eagerly  welcomed  by  the  experts  who  make  a  speciality  of 
broad  margins  and  papier  vergL^  Lord  Houghton  had  said  all  that 
could  be  said  with  decency  about  this  love  passage ;  and  a  woman 
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with  any  delicacy  of  self-respect  would  have  put  these  sad  relics  of 
her  dead  lover  in  the  fire*  Then  poor  Bobert  Bums  is  suffering  from 
the  same  treatment.  An  ^ditiovb  de  luxe  of  his  works  is  being  printed 
at  Edinburgh,  which,  so  fieir  tts  typography  goes,  reflects  infinite  credit 
upon  printer  and  publisher*  But  the  editor  obviously  holds  that  it 
is  a  pious  duty  to  print  every  scrap  of  doggerel  penned  by  the  gifted 
peasant  on  which  be  can  lay  his  hands*  A  pernicious  mistake  I  One 
would  have  thought  that  the  unaccountable  follies  of  the  life,  and  the 
still  more  unaccountable  inequalities  of  the  genius,  had  already  in  all 
conscience  been  sufficiently  exposed*  Mr.  Carlyle  (rather  unneces- 
sarily, as  I  think)  introdu<^  into  his  wonderfully  fine  essay  on  Biuns 
some  defamatory  remarks  on  Keats, — the  poetry  of  Keats,  it  appears, 
being  characterised  mainly  by  ^  a  weak-eyed,  maudlin  sensibility  and 
a  certain  vague,  random  tunefulness  of  nature*'  I  would  ventiure,  on 
the  contrary,  to  assert  that  whereas  Keats,  with  his  supreme  sense  of 
form  and  his  intuitive  perception  of  the  fitness  of  expression,  has,  in 
his  poetry  at  least,  left  no  line  which,  dying,  he  would  wish  to  blot. 
Bums,  on  the  other  hand,  except  in  a  brief  song,  never  maintained 
for  any  time  the  high  level  of  poetic  inspiration  which  he  some- 
times unquestionably  reached.  No  great  poet  was  ever  so  unequaL 
Even  in  the  'Cottar's  Saturday  Night'  there  are  many  £eklse  and 
jarring  lines ;  and  always  in  his  more  ambitious  poems  a  burst  of 
true  poetic  fire  or  tme  poetic  tenderness  is  succeeded  by  a  passage 
of  *  maudlin  sensibility,'  if  not  of  absolute  drivel.  When  we  com- 
pare such  lines  as — 

The  hares  cam  hirplin'  down  the  furrs— 

or— 

Nae  cauld  faint-hearted  doubtings  tease  him : 
Death  comes,  wi'  fearless  eye  he  sees  him ; 
Wi'  bluidy  hand  a  welcome  gies  him ; 

An'  when  he  fa's. 
His  latest  draught  of  breathin'  lea'es  him 

In  fednt  huzzas — 

with  other  passages  in  the  same  pieces,  we  find  difficulty  in  under- 
standing how  they  could  come  from  the  same  pen.  This  world  of 
ours  is  not  very  big  at  the  best,  and  an  Edition  de  luxe,  in  seven  or 
eight  volumes  folio,  takes  a  deal  of  room.  The  truth  is  that  only  a 
man's  very  best  should  be  kept*  As  a  heavy  cargo  may  sink  the  stup, 
everything  that  is  not  intrinsically  imperishable,  absolutely  priceless, 
shoidd  be  thrown  overboard  without  compunction*  So  that  the 
capable  editor  is  the  man  who  knows  how  to  divide  the  wheat  from 
the  chaff,  and  the  idition  de  luxe  for  posterity  should  be  a  single 
volume  in  duodecimo*  Sappho's  fame,  I  dare  say,  will  outlive 
Bums's ;  and  this  simply  because  in  the  one  case  only  a  few  incom- 
parable fragments  which  can  be  carried  in  the  memory  have  been 
rescued,  whereas  in  the  other  from  the  heap  of  rubbish  which  a 
disastrous  industry  has  brought  together  posterity  may  altogether  fail 
to  recover  the  gems*   Moreover,  it  is  quite  tme  that  the  world  is  apt 
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to  ireigh'  a  man'B  besfc  by  his  worst,  and  if  there  be  a  cartload  of  die 
worst  and  only  a  thimblefal  of  the  best^  the  repute  of  the  beet  ig 
dimmed.  We  used  to  think  mneh  more  highly  of  the  ^Moit 
d'Artlmr '  before  the  ^Idylk  of  the  King '  were  written  than  we  do 
now;  and,  in  fine,  if  any  poet  needed  .stringent,  severe-r-it  might 
^almost  be  said,  oavcLge — editings  that  poet  was  Bums. 

At  the  same  time  it  would  be  ungrateful  to-  deny  that  the  biblioe- 
maniacal  activity  which  the  Shelley  revival  in  particular  has  called 
into  play  has  been  rewarded  by  some  really  notable  successes.^ 
G-odwin  himself,  the  happy*-go-luo%,  impecunious  t>hilosopher,  dream«- 
ing  of  the  perfectibility  of  the  race  while  unable  to  pay  Ms  bills, 
;and  never  losing  in  the  sorest  straits  his  invincible  suavity  and 
imperturbable  good  temper,  is  a  most  curious  figure;  and  this 
45entral  figure  is  surroimded  by  one  of  the  strangest  groups  of  women, 
from  the  old  motha:  down  to  the  baby  Allegra,  that  were  ever  got 
together  in  this  world.  I  cannot  say  that  I  share  Mr«  Eegan  Paul's 
.admiration  for  Mary  Wollstonecraft ;  he  gives  us  the  letters  which  she 
wrote  to  Gilbert  Imlay,  but  he  does  not  give  us  any  of  those  written 
by  Gilbert  in  reply,  and  I  confess  that  before  finally  condemning  the 
man  I  should  have  liked  to  have  heard  what  he  had  to  say  for  himself. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Mary's  *  tempers '  must  have  been  mther 
trying  to  male  humanity;  even  the  mild  and  pacific  Gt>dwin  had  to 
live  a  few  doors  off ;  die  was  clearly  of  a  jealous,  imperious^  and 
exacting  disposition ;  so  that,  had  one  been  forced  to  judge  Godwin 
himself  solely  by  the  letter,  for  instance,  which  rfie  addressed  to  him 
on  his  return  from  an  amusing  visit  to  Dr.  Parr,  we  should  have  been 
led  to  conclude  that  he  was  fully  as  gi'eat  a  brute  as  Imlay.  Mr. 
Kegan  Paul  complains  that  her  principles  about  marriage  and  other 
trifles  have  been  misunderstood  and  misrepresented ;  but,  so  far  as  one 
-can  gather  from  her  practice,  she  does  not  seem  to  have  held  any 
principles  to  speak  of — except,  perhaps,  that  it  is  wrong  to  marry  one 
xnan  until  you  have  lived,  as  his  mistress,  with  another.  Her  daugh- 
ter Fanny  appears  to  me  to  have  been  an  infinitely  finer  and  more 
lovable  character ;  and  the  scrap  from  the  '  Cambrian '  which  Mr. 
Kegan  Paul's  industry  has  recovered  is  a  really  pathetic,  because 
homely  and  unconscious,  disclosure  of  the  fatal  difficulties  and  dis- 
crepancies of  her  position.^^  Then  there  is  a  sister  Hannah,  who 
attracts  us  by  the  simple  and  engaging  way  in  which  she  entreats  het 
brotiier  to  '  make  me  a  clever  girl.'  But  old  Mrs.  God¥dn  is  un- 
questionably the  grand  discovery  of  the  book.  This  piece  of  sturdy 
English  humanity,  ruddy  and  wholesome  as  English  air  can  make 
is  a  permanent  addition  to  our  literature,  more  substantial  than  any 
number  of  political  dreamers  or  petticoated  philosophers*   She  rather 

*  See  in  partionlar  Mr.  Kegan  Fftnl's  Life  qf  Chdmn  and  the  Zetter$  of 
Mary  WolUtaneoraft  to  Imlajf  (1878). 

<  The  name  appears  to  have  been  torn  off  and  burnt,  but  her  8toGkin£;s  are 
marked  with  the  letter  « G.",  and  on  her  gtays  the  letters  «  M.  W."  ate  visible.' 
qf  6hdmnf  ii.  242. 
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feBundfl  us,  to-  be  sure,  of  the  maternal  dorking  whose  half-fledged 
ducklings  are  escaping  into  an  alien  and  im&miliar  element,  wMle 
«h6  herself  keeps  cautiously  to  terra  firma.  A  shrewd  old  lady, 
whose  literary  education,  no  doubt,  has  been  somewhat  neglected,  but 
whose  orthodoxy  is  unimpeachable  and  unassailable,  and  who  regards 
with  an  air  of  even  grim  contempt  her  bewildered  and  bewildering 
inogeny.  Yet  all  the  time  she  is,  in  her  homely  way,  wonderfully 
broad  and  catiiolio,  not  allowing  any  intellectual  or  tiieological  de- 
linquencies (as  she  considers  them)  to  affect  her  natural  sense  of 
justice  or  her  equal  distribution  of  the  good  things  of  the  Norfolk 
fium — 'fresh  butter  and  new-laid  eggs,  Michaelmas  geese,  and  fat 
torkeys  at  the  New  Year.  Her  letters  (which  were  recovered  in  the 
height  of  the  Shelley  fever)  are  delightfully  quaint  and  racy,  Mary 
WoUstonecrafb's  even  being  tame  in  comparison.  It  is  really  the  best 
trait  in  Godwin's  character  that  he  loved  and  honoured  her  to  the 
last,  his  tender  reverence  for  this  amazingly  direct  and  outspoken 
old  lady  being  by  tax  the  deepest  part  of  his  nature* 

Much  may  be  pardoned  to  the  curiosity  which  has  recovered  this 
typical  Englishwoman ;  nor  can  such  concise  and  handy  manuals  — 
'  Teimysoniana,'  the  'Bibliography  of  Euskin,'  *  Forgotten  Book^ 
worth  Kemembering ' — ^be  seriously  objected  to,  unless  by  the  parties 
experimented  upon;  and,  from  a  characteristic  letter  which  Mr. 
ffliepherd  has  printed,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Buskin  at  least  is  well-< 
pleased.'^  The  '  Bibliography  of  Buskin '  is  little  more  than  a  cata- 
logue of  the  writings,  from  the  early  poems  contributed  to  '  Friend- 
ship's Offering  'in  1835  (when  Mr.  Euskin,  it  appears,  was  fifteen)  to 
the  notes  on  the  Turner  drawings  exhibited  last  year  in  Bond  Street. 
Various  editions  of  the  Turner  notes  have  already  appeared,  none 
of  them,  however,  to  my  mind  being  so  noteworthy  as  the  first  (it 
was  prepared  immediately  before  the  severe  illness  of  last  spring),  in 
which  we  see  the  overworked  brain  in  the  very  act  of  giving  way— 
the  words  dropping  slowly  and  more  slowly  from  the  labouring  pen 
till  they  stop  altogether.  Indomitable  energy !  The  hero  does  not 
know  that  he  is  beaten^  but  fights  on  to  the  last  gasp.  Mr.  Shepherd 
of  course,  as  a  genuine  bibliographer,  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to 
restore  passages  which  had  been  purposely  omitted;  and  we  learn 
how  Mr.  Buskin  lost  bis  heart  at  Chamouni  to  Miss  Georgie  Beecher 
Stowe,  and  how  Mr.  Carlyle  cannot  walk  the  streets  of  London  with- 
out being  molested,  <  chiefly  because  he  is  a  grey  old  man,  and  also 


B7  B.  H.  Shepherd.  A  new  and  enlarged  edition  of  Tennysoniana  has  been 
recently  published. 

**  Brantwood»  Oomston,  Lancashire :  Oct.  23,,  1878. 

Deab  Mb.  SHBPHEBDy — I  am  very  deeply  gratef  nl  to  you,  as  I  am  in  all  duty 
bound,  for  this  very  curious  record  of  myself.  It  will  be  of  extreme  value  to  me  in 
filling  up  what  gaps  I  can  in  this  patched  coverlid  of  my  life  before  it  is  draped 
OTcr  my  coffin — if  it  may  be. 

I  am  especially  glad  to  have  note  of  the  letters  to  newspapers,  but  mat  chiefly 
to  have  the  good  news  of  so  earnest  and  patient  a  friend.   Ever  gratefully  yours, 

B.  H.  Shepherd,  Esq.  J.  Buskin. 
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because  he  is  cleanly  drest ' — information  which,  it  is  undei-stood,  was 
quite  nev  to  Mr.  Carlyle  at  the  time. 

^  Tennysoniana '  is  somewhat  more  than  a  catalogue.  One  chapter 
is  devoted  to  showing  that  there  is  a  remarkable  correspondence 
between  *  In  Memoriam '  and  Shakespeare's  sonnets,  a  correspondence 
which  appears  to  me  not  vital,  but  accidental  (Shakespeare  writing 

*  five  hundred  courses  of  the  sun,'  Tennyson  *  all  the  courses  of  the 
8un,'  and  so  on),  and  another  to  the  earlier  and  later  readings  of  the 
former  poem.  Few  casual  readers,  I  fear,  will  care  to  be  informed 
that  *  the '  has  been  more  than  once  substituted  for  '  her,' '  so '  for 

*  but,'  *  will '  for  '  would,'  and  *  who '  for  *  that.'  We  may  be  content 
to  admit  that 

Whispers  to  the  worlds  of  space 
In  the  deep  night  that  all  is  well, 

is  an  unquestionable  improvement  on 

Whispers  to  the  vast  of  space 
Among  the  worlds. 

But  some  of  the  later  readings,  such  as  *to  shroud  me  from  my 
proper  scorn '  for  *  to  cloak  me  from  my  proper  scorn,'  *  dear  to  me  as 
sacred  wine^  for  'dear  as  sacramental  wvne^  and  *in  the  dark 
church  like  a  ghost'  for  *in  the  chancel  like  a  ghost,'  are  more 
doubtful.  It  may  be  due  to  mere  accidents  of  early  association,  but 
when  Mr.  Tennyson  substitutes — 

And  that  dear  voice  I  once  have  known 
Still  speak  to  me  of  me  and  mine — 

for— 

The  dear  dear  voice  that  I  have  known 
Will  speak  to  me  of  me  and  mine — 

I  feel  a  sense  of  loss,  the  original  being  to  my  ear  more  simple, 
direct,  and  pathetic. 

Such  notes  might  be  indefinitely  extended,  but  here  in  the 
meantime  I  must  pause.^^ 


>»  While  these  pages  are  passing  through  the  press,  the  great  Didot  sale  is  pro- 
ceeding at  Paris.  I  notice  that  a  Hone  B.  M.  Y.,  with  drawings  attributed  to  Hans 
Hemling,  brought  832^,  and  that  a  small  volume  of  illuminated  prayers  which 
belonged  to  Anne  of  Austria  was  purchased  by  M.  Fontaine  for  i,i8oi.— probably,  as 
the  AthencBvm  remarks,  the  highest  price  ever  paid  for  a  book  of  the  size. 
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In  all  Labour  there  is  Profit. 

Wb  tread  the  grapes,  but  shall  not  drink  the  wine* 

Ail  through  the  hazy  hours  of  autumn  heat 

The  red  juice  foams  around  our  weary  feet, 

Oar  garments  blush  with  many  a  purple  sign; 

But  not  for  us,  who  trained  the  meagre  vine 

To  firuitful  strength,  this  vintage  shall  be  sweet; 

We  shall  not  join  the  banqueters  who  meet 

When  these  rich  drops  through  glowing  crystal  shine. 

Not  for  our  lips  the  draught  our  hands  prepare; 

But  when  slow  time  has  ripened  it,  and  when 

Its  mellow  warmth  makes  glad  the  hearts  of  men, 

May  we,  the  husbandmen,  in  spirit  share 

The  feasters'  joys,  which  we  with  painful  care 

Laid  up  for  them  in  years  before  their  ken* 

The  Fountains  of  Love. 

Two  fountains  mingle  in  the  tide  of  love 

Their  sweet  and  bitter  waters,  with  a  sound 

Wherein  the  notes  of  joy  and  pain  are  found, 

As  in  low  pleadings  of  a  mated  dove ; 

And  o'er  the  banks  through  which  those  waters  move 

A  tangled  bower  of  diverse  growth  is  wound. 

Where,  mixed  with  honeysuckle  rosy-crowned. 

The  crael  nightshade  hangs  the  stream  above. 

And  whoso  plucks  the  flowers  of  morning  glow 

Holds  also  in  his  hand  the  flowers  of  woe, 

Their  intertwisted  stems  so  closely  meet; 

And  whoso  tastes  the  waters  as  they  flow. 

Ere  yet  his  thirst  is  quenched  shall  hardly  know 

The  bitter  fountain's  flavour  from  the  sweet. 

Unhoped  Delight. 

I  CHOSE  the  &irest  nook  of  garden  soil, 

And  covered  warm  within  its  natal  bed 

The  seed,  wherefrom,  with  dew  and  sunlight^  fed^ 

I  hoped  should  rise  the  offspring  of  my  toil, 

My  promised  flower,  my  golden  cinquefoil. 

But  when  the  soft  green  leaflets  upward  spread. 

The  shoot  that  should  have  borne  the  queenly  head 

Shrank,  nipped  and  brown,  the  frost's  imtimely  spoil. 

Long  hours  I  wept,  and  made  my  passionate  moan, 

Till  mom  came  trembling  through  the  tearful  night, 

AikL  lol  a  peerless  lily  rosy-white, 

A  flower  of  God  by  some  bird-angel  sown. 

Beside  my  perished  dream  of  joy  had  grown^ 

To  give  for  hope  foregone  unhoped  delight. 

Chablotte  Elliot* 
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Gossip  and  Gossip. 

GOSSIP  is  a  fine  thing ;  without  it  life  would  be  very  Tspid  to 
the  most  of  us.    If  we  had  not  that  lively  interest  in  our 
fellow-creatures  which  induces  us  to  look  out  for  every  new  incident 
in  their  history,  how  could  we  endure  them  at  all  ?   For  in  them- 
selves they  are  not  very  amusing ;  they  say  very  little  that  is  original, 
they  do  little  that  is  remarkable.    If  we  come  across  the  same  man 
twelve  times  in  a  day,  the  chances  are  that  he  will  have  nothing 
more  attractive  to  say  to  us  than  *  How  d'ye  do  again?'  Nor  are  they 
generally  beautiful,  so  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  look  at  them.  They 
contradict  us;  they  worry  us;  they  prefer  their  own  opinions  to 
ours ;  sometimes  they  disappoint  us,  sometimes  they  rob  us  of  pleasures 
loDg  hoped  for,  or  take  all  the  savour  out  of  these  pleasures,  not 
to  speak  of  more  serious  affairs.    But  the  perennial  charm  of  gossip 
makes  up  for  many  of  these  drawbacks.    It  is  the  link  that  holds 
the  world  in  unity.    It  is  common  to  say  that  we  herd  together 
for  mutual  security,  for  the  protection  of  the  policeman,  and  the 
'ease  of  barter,  and  other  practical  purposes.    We  would  not  de- 
tract from  the  force  of  these  economical  motives;  but  the  mind 
demands  its  share  as  well  as  the  outward  being,  and  there  is  some- 
thing in  us  that  lives  by  gossip,  as  there  is  a  good  deal  that  lives 
by  bread.    Society  is  the  drama  of  mankind.    We  cannot  always  be 
at  the  theatre ;  indeed  there  is  often  little  in  the  theatre  to  charm 
the  inquiring  mind;  but  at  no  time  can  we  be  without  a  little  stage 
of  our  own,  upon  which  our  acquaintances  are  posturing,  where  they 
are  all  going  through  their  little  performances — ^farce  or  comedy,  or 
the  higher  tragic  rdle,  which  sometimes  &lls  upon  one  or  another 
to  the  anguish  and  wonder  of  the  chosen  player,  the  quickened 
interest  of  the  spectators.    To  see  how  they  acquit  themselves  is 
one  of  the  first  businesses  of  humanity ;  it  is  this  which  quickens  the 
general  sympathy  for  everybody  in  trouble.    We  want  to  help  our 
poor  brother  ?   Yes,  but  first  of  all  to  see  how  he  behaves  hhnself 
under  it,  what  light  he  will  throw  upon  the  way  of  getting  through 
it.    In  this  sense  death  attracts  us  all  as  nothing  else  does ;  for  it 
is  a  thing  that  we  have  all  got  to  do,  and  an  infinite  eagerness  of 
euriosity  hangs  round  the  inevitable  event.    To  collect  examples  of 
how  it  is  accomplished  is  more  than  a  pleasure,  it  is  a  duty.  And, 
not  to  speak  of  anything  so  important,  there  is  no  event  of  life  that 
does  not  interest  us  in  the  same  way.   We  want  examples;  we 
want  to  know  how  you  take  it — in  which  way  you  fail,  and  in 
which  succeed,  how  you  get  through  that  dangerous  passage,  and  if 
your  attitude  is  impressive,  or  only  absurd,  in  that  uphill  struggle. 
We  are  always  thinking  about  this,  whatever  else  we  may  have  to 
occupy  us.    Some  people  go  about  the  world  continually  with 
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JiTiDgry  eyes,  pvyisg  ^yerywh^e  to  see  how  their  fellow-creatures 
oonduct  titieir  caznpaigiii  and  get  through  th^ir  difficulties.  There 
is  scarcely  i^e  most  trifling  eyeni  that  \a  not  a  trial  of  manhood, 
A  test  of  mi^^tle ;  nor  an  hour  in  one's  life  when  the  stage  is  not  set, 
and  the  prompter  ready,  and  a  world  of  eager  eyes  looking  on-^- 
jDot  neea^arily  out  of  love  for  the  actor,  nor  hai^,  but  out  of  a 
nai^ual,  not  reprehensible,  inherit  human  curiosity  to  know  how 
he  will  manage  it,  how  he  will  stand  .against  the  unintelligent 
iorces  with  which  he  has  to  contend,  or  the  principles  he  has  defied, 
or  the  laws  which  are  bigger  than  he,  and  which  he  wants  to  fulfil 
or  not  to  fulfil,  as  the  case  may  be.  This  is  the  native  need  of , 
humanity  whence  arises  gossip,  without  which  we  could  not  live^ 

And  a  great  deal  of  hist(M7  gossip  condensed.   The  ages 

we  know  bc^  are  those  in  which  it  was  the  fesbicm  not  only  to  talk 
but  to  write  about  the  doings  of  our  acquaintances,  keeping  a  record 
id  the  manner  of  facing  life,  sometimes  withy  sometimes  without,  the 
why  and  the  wherefore  that  give  that  record  its  deepest  meaning. 
It  id  at  all  times  a  stody  to  which  philosophy  may  lend  it^6lf  without 
derogation,  and  for  whidi  the  crowd  has  exquisite  reasons.  What 
are  dubs  but  committees  sitting  upon  the  life  of  man  ?  Committees 
fd  the  House'^of  Commons  are  nothing  to  them :  those  formal  boards 
of  inquiry  investigate  only  political  questions;  the  others  hold  their 
court  upon  humanity.  And  so  does  every  drawing-room,  nay,  every 
workshop,  and  the  cobbler's  bench,  and  the  steamy  precincts  of  the 
laundry.  Whatever  our  other  work  naay  be,  we  have  all  some  leisure 
for  this  universal  occupation,  keeping  a  watchful,  eye  upon  our  kind, 
to  see  how  they  are  getting  through  with  their  lives. 

Such  a  general  business  must  be  capaUe  of  very  different  modes  of 
treatment.'  The  jG^shion  of  it  changes  according  to  the  age  in  which 
it  is  exercised ;  but  yet  l^ere  is  one  prevailing  tendency,  which  has 
done  more  than  anything  to  bring  it  into  disrepute.  Gossip,  it  must 
be  allowed,  is  rarely  benevolent.  We  all  of  us  expect,  and  a  great 
many  of  us  seem  to  hope,  that  the  players  so  unconsciously  per- 
fbmdng  their  parts  before  us  will  do  it  badly  ;  when  there  arises  a 
man  here  and  there  who  takes  up  the  contrary  ofHuion,  who  sees  what 
goes  on  before  him,  as  we  say,  through  rose-cok>ured  spectacles^  we 
are  apt  to  condemn  him  as  a  humbug  or  laugh  at  him  as  a  visioqary. 
We  have  spoken  of  a  prompter :  but  instead  of  one  tbare  are  a 
hondred  prompters  always  ready;  for  we  who  look  on  are  cour 
Tinced  that  we  understand  the  character  of  each  r6U  ts^  better 
than  they  who  perform  it ;  and  that  there  is  a  general  want  of  approoi* 
ation  of  their  own  necessities  among  the  actors,  an  inclination  to 
adopt  the  worst  ways  of  action,  and  neglect  what  would  ensure  success. 

Oh  would  some  power  the  giftie  gie  them 
To  see  themselves  as  others  see  them^ 

is  the  sigh  w&  all  breathe  as  we  sit  and  look  on,  aud  see  how  every 
effort  fails.    This  propensity  of  the  spectator  is  the  reason  why 


( 
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gossip  has  even  at  the  best  something  of  a  bad  name,  and  has  been  so 
often  identified  with  scandal,  or  even  slander,  though  it  is  not 
necessarily  associated  with  those  darker  and  more  cruel  powers. 

The  reader  may  suppose  that  we  should  not  have  launched  him  upon 
these  .general  remarks  without  intending  some  special  application 
of  them ;  and  perhaps,  with  that  discrimination  which  distinguishes  him, 
he  has  already  guessed  what  that  application  is  likely  to  be — ^need 
we  say  that  he  has  divined  justly  ?  This  statement  of  the  principles 
of  gossip  has  been  drawn  from  us  by  the  growing  and  offensive  im- 
portance of  gossip  as  a  trade*  We  have  before  our  eyes  an  extraordi- 
nary instance  of  that  practical  cleverness,  so  characteristic  of  our 
century,  which,  taking  a  perfectly  tolerable  and  harmless  amateur  art 
out  of  the  hands  of  those  who  have  little  power  of  offence  in  them, 
make  of  it,  by  the  practised  skill  of  a  lawless  artist,  a  painful  instru- 
ment of  annoyance  and  human  discomfiture.  We  might  indicate 
perhaps  a  visible  instance  of  the  effect  to  which  we  allude,  in  the 
high  artistic  world  of  the  Grosvenor  Ghillery — which,  however,  we  ap- 
proach with  the  utmost  respect  in  itself,  as  the  most  delightful  and 
most  enjoyable  of  exhibitions.  The  Smudges  of  private  life  did 
no  great  harm,  and  the  illustrators  of  the  feshion  books  were  even 
of  some  htmible  use ;  but  when  their  modest  and  unremunerative 
achievements  are  turned  into  a  branch  of  a  fine  profession,  (or 
should  we-  say  two  branches  ?),  by  Mr.  Whistler  and  M.  Tissot,  the 
critic  acquires  the*  right  to  intervene  with  his  strongest  adjectives. 
This  is  what  has  happened  with  regard  to  that  art  of  gossip 
in  which,  more  or  less,  we  are  all  amateur  performers — it  has  been 
erected  before  our  eyes  into  a  lucrative  and  flourishing  trade,  like 
cotton-spinning  or  the  manufocture  of  cutlery,  and,  like  them,  has 
become  subject,  we  need  not  say,  to  all  the  adulterations  which  com- 
merce seems  to  bring  in  its  train.  It  has  begun  to  be  an  industry  by 
which  fortunes  can  be  made.  We  are  informed  that  one  of  its  leading 
professors  stated  not  long  ago  in  a  court  of  justice,  that,  the  income 
he  made  by  it  amounted  to  several  thousands  a  year — as  good  as  an 
estate.  Of  most  developments  of  human  skill  and  toil  it  is  an  advan- 
tage to  say  that  money  can  be  made  and  a  livelihood  gained  by  their 
means ;  but  there  are  some  few  departments  of  ingenuity  in  which 
this  is  not  an  advantage.  The  desire  to  know  what  is  going  to 
happen  to  ourselves  in  the  futiure,  is  almost  as  strong  and  as  general 
as  the  desire  to  know  what  our  neighbours  are  about  in  the  present ; 
and  there  never  has  been  a  time  when,  in  jest  or  in  earnest,  there 
were  not  many  enlightened  persons  who  professed  to  have  some 
power  of  investigating  futurity ;  but  the  moment  that  one  of  them 
tells  a  fortune  for  money,  if  he  were  the  greatest  of  those  eccentric  wits 
who  love  astrology  and  the  occult  sciences,  he  would  become  a  rogue 
and  an  impostor  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  The  same  law  does  not  for- 
mally apply  to  gossip  so  far  as  the  statute-book  is  concerned,  though 
it  is  difficult  to  tell  why ;  for  the  professional  investigator  of  private 
lives  and  stories  is  capable  of  doing  a  great  deal  more  harm  than  any 
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forkme-teller.  In  fiwt,  the  two  cases  are  very  much  alike.  When 
a  man  begins  to  sell  gossip  across  the  counter  and  to  make 
money  by  it — even  supposing  he  begins  with  good  intentions — 
be  is  exposed  to  temptations  which  are  overwhelming.  There 
is  danger  enough  in  the  afternoon  diversion  of  the  clubs,  when 
each  speaker  is  tempted  to  outdo  his  neighbour  by  adding  a 
tinge  of  higher  colour,  a  detail  more  piquant;  and  we  should 
have  read  our  novels  in  vain,  and  in  vain  assisted  at  the  performance 
of  the  ^School  for  Scandal'  and  many  other  edifying  dramas,  if 
we  were  not  aware  how  readily,  even  in  the  most  elegant  drawing- 
room,  the  seed  of  scandal  germinates.  But  when  it  comes  to  be  the 
whole  costly  fabric  of  a  newspaper  oflSce  that  has  to  be  kept  up,  with 
all  its  officials,  from  the  able  editor  down  to  the  printer's  devils,  upon  a 
weekly  tale  of  personal  incidents,  highly  spiced  stories,  family  revela- 
tions, hoc  gmu8  omne^  the  strain  upon  the  virtue  of  the  producers 
must  be  incalculable.  And,  indeed,  it  does  not  seem  that  this  virtue  has 
ever  attempted  to  stand  against  a  strain  so  extraordinary.  The  result  has 
been  the  production  of  an  entirely  new  branch  of  periodical  literature, 
or  something  which  calls  itself  such — a  literature  more  mean  (we  think) 
in  its  methods,  and  more  debasing  in  its  influence,  than  anything 
which  the  press  in  England  of  equal  pretensions  has  hitherto  Imown. 

It  is  necessary  to  say  ^  of  equal  pretensions,'  because  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  same  kind  of  offensive  commentary  which  we  have  to 
submit  to  has  long  been  exercised  upon  the  public  of  the  areas  and  the 
alehouses,  and  has  circulated  most  successfully  in  the  lower  levels  of  life. 
We  remember  to  have  seen  in  a  provincial  town,  in  the  hands  of  an 
indignant  housemaid,  a  small  and  shabby  broadsheet  sold  about  the 
sbreets,  in  which  the  attention  of  that  audience  was  called  to  the 
visitors  at  the  back-door  of  No.  lo  in  the  square,  and  to  the  matri- 
monial negotiations  in  progress  between  the  cook  at  the  comer  and 
the  new  policeman,  in  language  which  was  a  faithful,  if  slightly 
coarse,  adimibration  of  the  paragraphs  which  convey  so  much  informa- 
tion to  a  higher  class  of  readers  in  our  day. 

We  will  not  assert,  however,  that  gossip  is  not  capable  of  being 
touched  with  a  lighter  hand  and  to  more  genial  purpose.  If  we 
turn  to  the  polite  and  accomplished  century  which  preceded  our  own, 
aad  which  has  lately  become  a  storehouse  for  us  of  examples,  we  shall 
find  an  excellent  instance  of  its  better  use.  In  that  age  the  daily 
chronicle  of  men  and  things  was  made  witli  all  an  artist's  feeling, 
aEd  all  the  creative  instinct  of  a  man  of  genius.  The  *  Specta- 
tor,' quintessence  of  an  age  of  gossip,  had  the  gift  of  throwing 
ita  social  criticism  into  such  vivid  groups  of  human  creatures, 
that  thoso  strictures  of  the  moment  have  become  the  truest 
history,  a|rd  the  age  is  made  alive  before  us  with  all  its 
antiquateif^  airs  and  graces,  as  well  as  the  peccadilloes  and  the 
Tices,  the  public  wrongs  and  private  follies  against  which  its  delicate 
satire  is  aimed.  We  might  go  a  great  deal  further  back  than  the 
*  Spectator '  for  instances  of  the  same  result ;  the  gossips  of  Theocritus 


Digitized  by  Google 


94 


Gossip  And  Gossip. 


aie  jttdt  as  fresh  in  all  tibe  dolours  of  life ;  but,  one  example  l)eing  as 
effectual  "as  the  other,  We  prefer  to  confinie  ourselves  to  the  region 
nearest  home.    The  ^Spectator'  was  the  daily  paper  of  our  greats 
grandfathers ;  there  was  n^t  much  of  it — not  nearly  so  much  as  there 
is'of  its  namesake,  Which  only  instructs  us  onc^  a  week;  but  what 
there  was,  was  of  the  finest  quality.   When  the  little  broadsheet 
produced  itself  at  those  old  breakfast-tables,  no  doubt  there  was  a 
flutter  of  interest,  an  interest  all  the  more  pronounced  and  lively 
when  a  fashionable  adventure,  or  one  of  the  many  diflScult  cases  of 
love-making  suggested  to  the  casuist  in  that  sentiment,  took  the  place 
of  those  fine  discourses  on  moral  qualities,  or  bits  of  elegant  criticism 
by  which  the  familiar  critic  of  the  age  diversified  his  entertainment. 
One  can  fancy  the  little  chill  which  came  over  Dorinda  as  she  sipped 
her  chocolate,  or  Cleanthes  playing  with  the  curls  of  his  periwig, 
when  they  discovered  that  only  the  Pleasures  of  the  Imagination,  or 
the  merits  of  Homer  or  Shakespeare,  were  the  subject  in  hand ;  and 
how  the  firmament  brightened  when  Mr.  Spectator  announced  himself 
as  about  to  publish  'for  the  Entertainment  of  this  Day,  an  odd  sort  of 
a  Packet,  which  I  have  just  received  from  one  of  my  female  corres- 
pondentsor  declared  that  *  the  present  Paper  shall  be  employed  in 
the  service  of  a  very  fine  Young  Woman.'   Nothing  can  be  more 
plainspoken  than  those  lectures  to  ladies  which  he  thinks  himself 
bound  to  give  in  his  capacity  as  ^  a  kind  of  Guardian  to  the  Fair,'  or 
his  animadversions  upon  the  fopperies  and  the  frailties  of  the  day.  He 
uses  plainer  language  in  this  particular,  than  anyone  would  venture  to 
do  nowadays,  and  he  is  very  fiiunk  about  the  peculiarities  of  his  time, 
and  sets  it  so  clearly  before  us,  that  the  most  uninstructed  reader 
could  not  doubt  that  it  was  the  eighteenth  century  to  which  all  these 
patched  and  powdered  belles,  and  the  gentlemen  with  their  cocked 
hats  and  periwigs  belonged.    And  his  pages  swarm  with  them  ;  there 
is  scarcely  room  to  move  in  the  crowd.    All  kinds  of  people  are  there  ; 
fine  ladies  without  number,  and  lords  not  quite  so  fine,  and  boys  and 
girls  in  little  hoops  and  laced  coats.    They  are  as  living  and  as  life- 
like as  if  we  had  met  them  in  the  Park  this  morning ;  but  in  no  Mall 
or  walk  did  Mr.  Addison  himself  ever  meet  the  exact  counterparts  of 
these  picturesque  people.    They  live  because  they  are  living,  not 
because  they  are  copies  direct  from  the  life;  nor  are  those  fine 
dilemmas,  delicately  exaggerated  out  of  the  limits  of  fact,  those  play^ 
ful  hyperboles,  pushed  just  a  hair's  breadth  too  fer  into  the  regions  of 
fiction,  capable  of  being  forced  into  the  service  of  libel,  or  made  the 
instruments  of  individual  murder.  We  know  that  it  was  Mr.  Addison 
himself  who  was  so  cruelly  and  we  hope  unjustly  pilloried  under  the 
name  of  Atticus;  but  even  amid  all  the  exuberant  letter-writing  and 
memoirs  of  the  time,  nobody  ever  discovered  who  were  the  Melissas, 
the  Clarindas,  the  Damons  and  Strephons  of  the  *  Spectator ;'  they 
were  themselves  far  better  examples  of  the  race  than  my  Lady  Jones 
or  Sir  Peter— dead  transcripts  from  feet,  with  all  their  actual  foibles 
in  evidence — could  ever  be  made. 
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But  ihi»  is  not  the  fiEwhion  of  social  criticism  in  our  day-  Mr* 
Matthew  Arnold  in  a  recent  volume  speaks  with  great  charity  and 
amiability  of  the  journals  to  which  we  have  referred,  we  fear  in  a 
different  spirit*  'Those  journals  of  a  new  type,  full  of  talent,  and' 
which  interest  me  particularly  because  they  seem,  as  if  they  were* 
written  by  the  young  lion  of  our  youth — the  young  lion  grown 
mellaw,  and  aa  the  French  say  t^veur,  arrived  at  his  full  and  ripe, 
knowledge  of  the  world,  and  minded  to  enjoy  the  smooth  evening  of 
his  days,'  is  the  description  he  gives  of  them*  We  have  no  notion 
fi>r  our  own  part  how  a  young  lion  would  write  even  when  he  had  grown 
mellow ;  but  if  he  wrote  like  certain  journalists  '  of  a  new  type,'  we 
should  not  be  able,  even  on  Mr.  Arnold's  reoonunendation,  to  rate 
him  very  highly.  These  writers  do  not  attempt,  Uke  the '  Spectator,^ 
to  show  us  ourselves  in  any  humorous  mirror  of  reflections,  where 
eveiything  shoidd  be  true  and  nothing  actual ;  nor  can  they  invent 
new  neighbours  for  us  who  shall  play  their  pranks  very  much  as  the 
real  ones  do  without  ever  being  the  real  ones,  or  even  deceivii^  ua 
with  that  prosaic  splendour  of  imitation  which  the  vulgar  conceive 
to  be  the  most  wonderful  effort  of  art.  They  do  not  take  the 
trouble  of  imitation.  They  produce  any  man,  or,  for  that  matter,  any 
woman,  whom  they  may  choose  to  select,  clumsily  and  conftisedly,  m 
'prcfpna  peraond,  upon  the  stage.  They  do  not  even  take  that  trouble 
about  their  names  which  the '  Spectator '  suggests  as  the  highest  artifice 
of  his  day.  *  The  reader  generally,'  he  teUs  us,  *  casts  his  eye  upon,  a 
book,  and  if  he  finds  several  letters  separated  icom  one  another  by  & 
dash,  he  buys  it  up  and  peruses  it  with  great  satisfaction.  An  M  and 
a  J:,  a  T  and  an  r,  with  a  short  line  between  them,  have  sold  many  an 
insipid  pamphlet ;  nay,  I  have  known  a  whole  edition  go  off  by  viitue 

of  two  or  three  well  written  &c.  .'    These  are  simple-minded 

devices  of  a  timid  art.  Our  social  critics  put  all  the  points  on  their 
i's  and  do  not  spare  even  a  vowel.  If  they  can  find  out  something  to 
say  about  Mrs^  Bobinson,  they  say  it  frankly,  writing  her  name  in 
fidl,  and  giving  you  her  number  in  the  square.  There  wants  no 
domino,  no  little  bit  of  a  mask  with  its  scrap  of  lace  to  make  a  pre- 
tence at  a  disguise.  Masks  have  gone  out  of  fashion  along  with  all 
the  old-fashioned  notions  about  individual  privacy,  on  wMch  at  one 
time  so  much  stress  was  laid.  Nowadays  there  is  no  false  shame 
about  the  matter ;  we  follow  the  bill-sticker  from  house  to  house,  and 
chuckle  at  the  posters  he  puts  up.  Here  it  is  '  cheat,'  there  it  is 
*  profligate,'  sometimes  it  is  only  the  fact  of  a  misfortune  that  i» 
affi^  in  letters  a  yard  long.  These  are  all  pleasing  indications  that 
our  neighbours  are  no  better  than  ourselves.  Why  should  there  be 
any  mystery  about  it  ?  The  organs  of  Society  good-naturedly  give 
up  any  pretence  of  superior  virtue.  And  to  them  the  big  world  of 
Ixmdon  is  not  a  world  at  aU,  but  only  the  ^  little  village '  which  slang 
once  delighted  to  call  it,  a  circle  of  so  many  streets  where  everybody 
knows,  more  or  less,  ^erybody  else,  and  where  naturally  there  is  no 
concealing  what  hap^ns.   Their  contents  form  ^  a  gazette  of  aristo- 


Digitized  by  Google 


96 


Gossip  and  Gossip.  [My 


cratic  society,'  says  Mr.  Arnold,  and  no  doubt  this  is  the  character  to 
which  they  aspire ;  but  at  all  events  it  is  the  record  of  a  small 
society,  ^  community  in  which  there  is  mutual  acquaintance,  where 
the  allusions  are  understood  and  all  the  names  £sLmiliar*  The  London 
of  the  *  Spectator's '  time  is  a  great  deal  bigger,  more  varied,  and  less 
pervaded  by  this  mutual  knowledge.  This  is  a  curious  variation  from 
the  mere  outside  fiEict,  by  which  we  are  taught  to  believe  that  our 
overgrown  capital  has  expanded,  not  lessened,  within  the  last  hundred 
years ;  but  nevertheless  it  is  true. 

But  to  show  the  reader  what  we  mean,  we  must  not  shrink  from 
actual  quotation,  and  we  will  begin  by  the  most  innocent,  the  com- 
mentary given  on  public  life.  Even  in  the  region  of  politics,  the 
open  ground  of  public  afi'airs,  the  impertinent  familiarity  which 
we  have  indicated  comes  in  with  an  eflfect  which  but  for  its 
insolence  would  be  amusing.  The  glib  and  jocular  acquaintance 
of  the  weekly  scribbler  with  the  most  dignified  of  statesmen 
gives  a  piquancy  to  the  record — it  is  something  like  the  delight- 
ftilly  unconscious  impudence  of  *  Punch's'  crossiog-sweeper  to  the 
astounded  ^  swell '  into  whose  hands  he  thrusts  his  broom.  Like  the 
crossing-sweeper,  the  journalist  is  just  so  far  aware  of  his  own  temerity 
as  to  derive  a  secret  enjoyment  from  it,  but  he  does  not  in  the 
smallest  degree  measure  the  abyss  of  distance  which  lies  between 
himself  so  low  down,  and  the  serene  but  astounded  potentate  so  high 
up.  Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  jaunty  superiority  with  which  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Society  papers  treat  their  betters.  The  first  is  (we 
presume)  upon  the  Liberal  side,  and  comments  as  follows  upon  the 
last  public  appearance  of  the  Prime  Minister : — 

Lord  Beaconsfield  over-exerted  himself  in  his  speech  in  reply  to  the 
Duke  of  Argyll.  He  commenced  with  his  accustomed  vigour,  but  tiiis- 
vigour  was  not  maintained,  and  he  soon,  although  his  oration  had  evidently 
been  prepared,  and  he  had  frequent  recourse  to  his  notes,  muddled  up  dates 
and  names  in  a  truly  distressing  manner.  In  his  own  interests,  as  well  aa 
in  those  of  the  country,  it  is  desirable  that  he  should  be  relieved  of  his 
arduous  duties  at  the  next  general  election. 

•  ••••«« 

The  gallery,  which  was  filled  vith  ladies,  rapidly  thinned  after  the 
Premier  had  been  up  half  an  hour,  and  even  the  Princess  of  Wales  and  her 
brother,  the  Crown  Prince  of  Denmark,  left  before  the  speech  was  ended. 

Clearly  Lord  Beaconsfield  is  senile  and  falling  into  his  dotage. 
Our  friend  is  sorry  for  the  old  man ;  it  is  a  pity,  but  it  was  to  be 
expected.  Perhaps  this  is  what  Mr.  Arnold  means  when  he  talks  of 
papers  which  are  as  if  they  had  been  written  by  the  *  lion  of  our 
youth.* 

But  here  is  another  still  more  jaunty  voice  upon  the  other  side, 
for  no  party  has  a  monopoly  of  this  agreeable  talent.  It  is  droll  to 
realise  what  must  be  the  feelings  of  the  courtly  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, in  the  upper  House,  when  thus  suddenly  jostled  and  thrust  oflT 
the  pavement  by  the  dauntless  swaggerer  of  the  fourth  estate : — 
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I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  announce  that  Lord  Granville  has  been  com- 
pletely amnestied,  and  is  once  more  in  favour  at  Court  On  Thursday  last, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  dinner  in  honour  of  the  Empress  of  Germany,  he  was 
very  kindly  received  at  Windsor.  The  consequence  was  that  the  following 
evening,  after  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  animated  speech,  he  was  pointedly  com- 
plimented by  Lord  Beaconsfield,  who  condescended  to  distinguish  Lord 
Granville  from  such  unpatriotic  oppositionists  as  Mr.  Gladstone  and  others. 
Pussy  was  quite  delighted,  purred  like  the  most  well-conditioned  cat  that 
ever  was,  and  when  its  turn  came  to  speak,  gently  threw  over  the  angry 
Duke,  seeming  to  say,  '  That  may  be  very  eloquent,  but  it  is  not  quite  the 
tone  of  our  salon^ 

After  this,  the  following  description  of  a  high  oflBcial,  and  the 
extra  work  put  upon  him  by  (as  distinctly  implied)  the  fussiness  and 
troublesome  requirements  of  his  Royal  mistress,  is  merely  light  and 
amiable  badinage : — 

The  ungazetted  office  which  Lord  Barrington  fills  of  Special  Parlia- 
mentary Reporter  to  the  Queen  is  by  no  means  a  new  one,  though  Mr. 
Conrtney's  heavy  wit  has  drawn  speciid  attention  to  it.  All  through  the 
reign  of  the  present  Sovereign  it  has  been  the  custom  of  one  of  her 

Ministers  to  report  to  her  the  salient  points  of  a  night^s  debate  

The  task  is  no  sinecure ;  it  requires  unwearying  attention,  and  is  performed 
without  even  that  meagre  accommodation  which  is  supplied  to  Lord  Bar- 
rington's  brethren  in  the  Press  gallery.  The  Vice-Chamberlain  having  no 
desk  is  obliged  to  write  his  notes  on  his  knee,  and  must  withal  make  &em 
with  sufficient  legibility  to  obviate  difficulty  at  the  telegraph  office.  The 
responsibility  necessitates  his  attention  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
evening,  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  an  interesting  or  important 
speech  is  made  is  not  held  an  excuse  for  non-fulfilment  of  duty.  It  of 
course  often  happens  that  the  leaders  of  either  side  make  their  speeches 
after  midnight.  It  would  be  thought  that  here  Lord  Barrington's  duty 
might  be  intermitted ;  her  Majesty  must  surely  be  in  bed  before  the  teie^ 
gram  reached  her.  But  whatever  the  hour  be.  Lord  Barrington  is  faithful 
to  his  post,  painfully  writing  long-hand  on  his  knee. 

Who  does  not  see  the  courtly  slave  kept  out  of  bed  half  the  night, 
while  Majesty  comfortably  tucks  itself  in,  unthinking  of  the  weari- 
ness, which  is  '  held  no  excuse '  on  the  part  of  the  noble  vassal  ? 

Public  men,  however,  may  be  allowed  to  be  fair  game.  The  price 
which  they  pay  for  their  greatness  includes  this,  that  they  must 
always  be  ready  to  receive  rotten  eggs  and  other  noxious  missiles 
firom  the  partisans  of  the  other  side.  They  have  at  least  something 
to  show  in  compensation,  and  probably  Lord  Beaconsfield  is  quite 
*  indifferent  to  the  fact  that  one  organ  of  *  Society'  thinks  him  a 
driveller,  and  Lord  Granville  not  too  seriously  affected  by  the  title 
of  *  Pussy'  bestowed  upon  him  by  another.  Nor  are  we  disposed  to 
say  much  as  to  certain  portraits  for  which  the  subjects  seem  to  be 
wUling  sitters.  The  magnates  who  allow  themselves  to  be  sketched 
with  all  their  personal  surroundings  are  no  doubt  ready  to  take  the 
consequences  whatever  they  may  be,  and  do  not  object,  it  is  to  be 
supposed,  to  the  description  of  their  *  morning-room  hung  round 
with  portraits  of  ancestors,  and  fresh  with  flowers  and  plants  deftly 
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arranged  by  the  tasteful  hand  of  Lady  So-and-So.  It  is  very  bad 
taste,  we  think,  but  that  is  evidently  not  the  opinion  of  the  '  Cele- 
brities,' and  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  expose  themselves  if  they 
please,  and  open  their  *  Homes '  to  everybody  who  likes  to  pay  sixpence 
for  the  privilege.  So  have  the  ladies  who  allow  their  portraits  to  be 
published,  and  their  '  leading  position  in  London  soci^y,'  along  with 
the  popularity  their  husbands  enjoy  by  their  influence,  to  be  biogra* 
phically  set  forth,  cheek  by  jowl  with  the  very  free  and  still  more 
interesting  accounts  of  sundry  Parisian  actresses,  their  loves  and 
their  looks.  We,  for  our  part,  cannot  think  that  the  portrait 
of  a  woman  of  good  repute,  by  no  means  remarkable  as  a  leider  of 
Society,  has  anything  to  do  with  the  public ;  but  these  are  matters 
of  private  taste  with  which  the  critic  has  nothing  to  do.  In  this 
case  the  'leader  of  Society'  has  a  choice  in  the  matter,  which 
Mdlle.  LSontine  Massin,  her  companion  in  such  fame  as  can  be 
thus  conferred,  probably  had  no  chance  of  exercising. 

Our  immediate  concern  however  is  not  with  the  revelations  which 
our  superiors  so  kindly  condescend  to  make  of  their  own  private  cir- 
cumstances and  features  (they  could  have  no  possible  excuse  for  making 
these  revelations  if  they  were  not  our  betters,  so  that  we  imply  no 
sneer  in  the  use  of  the  word),  but  of  the  unlicensed  disclosures  which 
touch  those  less  distinguished  persons  from  whose  private  history  the 
newspapers  in  question  derive  their  chief  interest.    The  reader  will 
perceive  as  we  go  on,  that  Society  is  kindly  willing  to  take  an  interest 
in  people  of  all  kinds,  and  is  not  at  all  exacting  in  respect  to  their 
quality.    It  is  not  even  necessary  to  be  remarkable,  or  to  possess  any 
special  claim  to  distinction  in  order  to  become  a  mark  to  these 
roving  libellers.    One   of  their  chief  fascinations  is,  that  we 
never  know  whose  private  aflairs  we  may  find  under  discussion  in 
the  current  number  which  the  traveller,  weak-minded  and  fidl  of 
curiosity,  if  not  approving,  buys  with  such  zest  at  the  railway  station. 
What  he  hopes  for,  no  doubt,  is  to  see  his  neighbour  pilloried,  or  to 
gather  some  agreeable  particulars  of  the  private  history  of  his  enemy. 
But  he  may  just  as  well  find  out  from  the  first  paragraph  that  his 
daughter's  engagement  is  broken  oflF,  or  that  his  son  has  left  the  ser- 
vice for  reasons  totally  different  from  those  reported  to  the  parent. 
Nay,  for  aught  he  can  tell,  it  may  be  some  schoolboy  prank  of  his 
own  which  has  been  dug  out  of  the  past  to  be  made  the  occasion 
of  a  maUcious  fling  at  one  of  his  old  friends — a  thing  which  actually 
occurred  some  time  ago ;   or  it  may  be  the  deficiency  of  his 
balance  at  his  bankers;  or  the  fantastic  changes  he  is  making 
in  his  house,  kindly  assmned  to  be  entirely  beyond  his  means, 
and  condenmed  accordingly — which  form  tl'C  subject  of  the  com- 
ment.   We  cannot  hope  to  occupy  the  position  of  showman,  and 
exhibit  the  various  phenomena  even  of  one  liay's  issue  for  the  first 
time  to  the  most  imsophisticated  reader ;  but.  we  may  at  least  point 
out  with  what  impartiality  and  straightforwardness  these  assaults  are 
made,  and  how  perseveringly  the  newspaper  of  Society  thrusts  itself 
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into  every  man's  affitirs — nay,  not  onty'  into  every  man's,  but  every 
woman's  and  every  child's,  as  shall  be  seen ;  no  game  being  too  small, 
no  individaal  too  harmless,  for  their  notice.  It  is  not  given  to  every 
artist  to  slay  a  man  with:  a  ^word ;  his  heart  may  not  be  big  enough, 
nor  his  person,  for  such  a  feat ;  but  he  can  always  score  a  woman  with 
the  point  of  a  penknife,  wd  put  a  pin  into  a  child ;  wd  on  the  whole 
the  spectators  seem  to  like  the  fun  in  these  cases  even  b^ter  than 
when  more  serious  niischief  is  done ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
i^risak  are  to  be  feared.  Horsewhipping  is  an  antiquated  amuse- 
ment which  has  gone  out  of  fashion,  so  that  in  most  cases  there  is 
absolute  impunity  for  the  literary  chiffonnieT ;  to  kick  him  is  beneath 
the  dignity  of  the  only  portion  of  the  populace  (in  the  polite 
dasses)  which  ever  had  any  turn  fot  kicking — ^young  men  have 
learnt  at  school  that  it  is  bad  form  to  fight ;  and  thus  the  only  safe- 
guard is  removed,  and  the  tattler  and  scandalmonger  may  roam  about 
all  the  doorways  as  he  pleases.  It  id  ^  bad  fewsd'  to  do  anything  but 
laogh,  even  whea  the  laugh  may  be,  according  to  the  vulgar,  on  the 
wrong jude  of  the  mouth. 

We  will  take  at  random  a  few  specimens  of  the  literary  fare 
which  is  thus  served  up  once  a  week,  hot  and  hot,  to  the  eager  appe- 
tite of  Society.  In  the  first  the  writer  has  the  grace  not  to  give  us 
the  name  and  address  of  his  victims,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
these  will  be  supplied  by  a  great  paxt  of  his  readers  without  any 
difficulty  at  all.  We  omit  a  few  words  which  contain  the  easiest 
means  of  identification : — 

'  So  I  hear/  he  exdaims,  with  delightful  confidential  effusiveness,  *  that 
the  engagement  between  a  certain  gallant  major  and  a  yonn^  lady  of  great 
wealth  and  personal  attractions  ....  has  been  broken  off  after  all,  and  the 
^jor  saUed  on  Thursday  for  Zulnland.  It  seems  that  when  her  JiancS  was 
ordered  to  active  service  in  South  Africa,  the  young  lady's  Mends  made 
inqmiies  at  head-quarters  if  some  reprieve  could  not  be  granted  to  the  gal- 
lant Major  to  give  him  time  to  wind  up  his  courtship.  They  found,  however, 
to  their  amazement,  that  he  was  going  out  as  a  volunteer,  and  leaving  his 
lady-love  of  his  own  accord ;  so  the  engagement  was  abruptly  broken  off.^ 

Now,  this  is  a  piece  of  information  such  as  Society  specially 
prizes.  Why  it  should  be  pleased  to  think  that  men  have  to  be 
*  dragged  to  the  altar,'  that  lovers  are  '  only  amusing  themselves,'  and 
that  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  love-making  without  undergoing  the 
penalty  of  marriage  is  the  universal  desire  of  the  British  hero,  is  a 
curious  question  of  popular  ethics ;  but  such  does  certainly  seem  a 
very  favourite  article  of  popular  belief.  How  many  circles  must  have 
read  with  delight  this  edifying  and  important  piece  of  news,  and  how 
pleasant  it  must  be  for  the  lady  and  for  her  friends  to  know  that 
nobody  can  be  at  any  loss  now  for  the  cause  of  the  breach,  and  that 
the  position  she  occupies,  or  is  supposed  to  occupy,  has  been  fully 
"Set  forth  for  the  delicate  and  amiable  judgment  of  society.  A  more 
admirable  instance  of  the  cowardly  blow  which  cannot  be  resented  or 
avenged  could  not  be  given. 
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Here^  however,  is  something  much  more  piquant,  an  inquiry  so 
intimate  and  searching  that  one  feels  at  once  its  appropriateness  to 
the  columns  of  a  newspaper : — 

Is  it  true  that  Lord  has  made  up  his  mind  to  many  a  certain  lady 

well  known  in  London  society,  and  especially  in  the  Marlborough  House 
clique,  in  case  Sir  James  Hannen  cuts  the  ^ot  which  now  binds  her  to 
her  second  husband  1 

Take  notice  that  the  name,  represented  above  by  two  blanks,  is 
given  in  full  in  the  newspaper.  We  do  not  make  ourselves  an 
accomplice  ;  we  only  indicate  the  abomination. 

The  same  journal  instructs  us  that  certain  heads  in  a  popular 
picture  are  painted  from  two  persons  named;  but  makes  haste  to 
add,  with  fine  taste,  in  respect  to  the  last  of  these — 

This  young  lady,  good  readers,  only  sat  for  the  head  of  (ralatea,  the 
limbs  beiog  those  of  a  well-known  subject  [also  named]  who  appeared  last 
year  as  Tadema's  '  Sculptor's  Model.' 

The  writer  then  goes  on  to  discuss  the  beauty  of  the  owner  of  the 
head,  'who  is  now  seventeen  years  of  age.'  Even  if  kicking  has 
gone  out  of  fiE^hion,  we  must  ask  whether  the  young  lady  has  a 
brother  or  lover  who  knows  how  to  behave  himself  in  such  a  case  ? 

After  this  outrage  upon  a  girl,  the  indignation  of  the  reader  will 
be  soothed  by  the  following  equally  impertinent,  but  less  offensive, 
selection  of  a  boy  as  the  subject  of  attack : — 

From  information  received,  I  leam  that  the  *  Eton  boy,'  whose  name 
was  at  last  made  public  in  these  notes  the  other  day,  has,  in  spite  of  his  full 
appreciation  of  the  high  value  set  upon  him  by  his  friends,  thought  it  best 
to  spend  the  summer  on  the  Continent,  in  order  that  he  may  enter  Cam- 
bridge in  October  at  a  reduced  figure.  Those,  therefore,  who  are  looking 
forward  to  seeing  that  short  but  sturdy  form  under  all  the  advantages  of 
the  declamatory  costume  and  attitude  next  4th  of  June  will  be  disap- 
pointed. 

The  fine  point  of  malice  intended  in  this,  being  physical,  will 
evidently  be  lost  upon  the  general  public.  That  a  full-^own  man 
should  occupy  so  much  print  in  a  spiteful  jeer  at  a  boy,  even  when 
he  happens  to  be  a  boy  of  genius,  seems  incredible  ;  but  if  it  is  an 
Etonian  who  has  thus  vented  his  envious  gall  upon  a  comrnde,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  Dr.  Hornby  will  bestii'  himself,  and  let  the  little 
'Cad  have  something  to  remember  his  journalistic  ventvu-e  by.  Bad 
enough  to  throw  this  despicable  mud  upon  the  mature ;  but  what  is 
it  to  hold  a  harmless  boy  up  to  public  mockery,  or,  still  worse,  train 
or  tempt  his  schoolfellow  to  indulge  in  premature  malice,  the  mean- 
ness of  which  he  is  not  old  enough  to  imderstand  ? 

We  have  become,  we  fear,  rather  serious  in  our  comments,  amuse- 
ment disappearing  in  indignation.  But,  to  cure  this  gravity,  let  us 
turn  to  the  foreign  correspondence  of  one  of  these  favoured  journals, 
in  which  we  are  supposed  to  find  a  reflex  of  the  mind  of  Society. 
We  have  not  a  guess  who  the  gentleman  is  who  is  so  delightfully 
familiar  with  all  that  is  best  and  worst  in  Paris,  but  his  prattlings 
are  beautiftd. 
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I  am  glad  [he  bursts  forth  with  charming  cordiality  d  propoa  de  boUes] 
I  am  glad  poor  Madame  de  Croix  has  got  a  house  at  last.  Ever  since  her 
H6tel  was  destroyed  by  the  prolongation  of  the  Boulevard  St.  Germain  the 
poor  Marquise  has  been  filling  all  the  salons  of  Paris  with  lamentations 
and  inquiries  after  a  new  abode.  She  has-  now  bought  for  2,000,000  francs 
the  beautiful  H6tel  Mortemart  on  the  Quai,  formerly  the  property  of  the 
Due  de  Trevise.  The  house  is  a  splendid  one,  if  I  recollect  right,  but  I 
shall  be  greatly  surprised  if  Madame  la  Marquise  is  contented  with  her 
bargain. 

The  suddenness  of  this  plunge  into  fine  society  takes  away  our 
breath.  We  are  almost  too  much  surprised  to  be  duly  sympathetic. 
The  poor  Marquise !  Let  us  hope  however  that  our  friend's  melan- 
choly prognostication  about  her  bargain  will  not  be  realised.  But 
here  is  more,  and  finer  still : — 

I  met  the  other  day  [says  this  aristocratic  correspondent],  by  the  merest' 
accident,  the  charmiog  Duchesse  de  Sesto  in  the  Rue  de  la  Paix.  Of  course 
you  know  she  was  formerly  Duchesse  de  Momy  (nee  Troubetzkoi),  and 
sacrificed  the  greater  part  of  her  fortune  to  marry  her  present  husband, 
who,  however,  is  not  one  of  the  very  poorest  nobles  of  Spain.  The  yo\mg 
Due  de  Momy,  her  son,  is  one  of  the  most  charming  fellows  I  ever  met,  as 
is  his  brother  Serge,  who  is  only  nineteen,  but  who  already  shows  that  he 
is  his  other's  son  by  his  admiration  of  the  fair  sex.  So  poor  old  Madame 
de  la  Tour  du  Pin  is  dead !  It  was  only  the  other  day  I  was  speaking  of 
her  at  Madame  de  Bisaccia's  

Now,  this  is  something  like  Society.  To  feel  ourselves  introduced 
on  such  a  familiar  footing  among  so  many  titles  is  worth  much 
more  than  sixpence.  Only  at  long  intervals  do  we  find  anything  so 
fine  in  literature.  The  reader  will  remember  in  the  '  Vicar  of  Wake- 
field '  one  tantalising  but,  alas !  too  brief  revelation  of  a  similar  kind, 
in  which  we  were  allowed  to  hear  the  Duke  calling  *  Jerningham  l 
JerninghamI  Jemingham!  bring  me  my  garters!'  but  never  were 
permitted  to  learn  what  followed.  However,  if  he  would  like  a  little 
more  of  such  fine  company  now,  far  be  it  from  us  to  balk  him.  Our 
friend  continues  with  undiminished  gusto — nay,  with  increased  de- 
light, as  feeling  that  he  has  got  a  bit  of  nastier  tattle  in  hand. 
'The  Marquis  de  Molins  is  coming  back  to  us  after  all,  much  to 
everybody's  delight,'  he  says,  interjectionally ;  then  proceeds,  with 
that  suddenness  which  adds  piquancy  to  a  change  of  subject: — 

So  poor  Madame  Musard  has  passed  away  from  our  midst  for  ever !  Her 
story  was  indeed  a  sad  one,  and  the  worst  of  it  is  that  one  may  be  very 
unhappy,  and  indeed  die  of  ennui  and  disappointment  even  while  possessing 
millions.  The  story  about  the  paralysis  of  her  eye  having  been  brought  on 
by  the  use  of  a  certain  hair-dye  is  false ;  the  real  cause  was  a  terrible  scare 

she  had  in  London  when  her  horses  tried  to  bolt  with  her  Who 

will  get  the  fiEimous  rope  of  pearls,  which  is  so  heavy  that  it  is  painful  to 
wear  it  t  I  wonder  how  that  horrid  old  satyr  King  William  of  Holland 
felt  when  he  heard  that  Eliza  Musard  had  passed  quietly  and  without  pain, 
but  wholly  insane,  out  of  this  world  1 

And  then  the  gentleman  becomes  profane  and  quotes  a  line  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Temiyson  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  him  and 
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his  court^ans.  We  are  bound  to  confess  that  we  know  no  more 
about '  poor  Madame  Musard '  than  we  did  about  *  pooi?  Madame  de 
Croix'  (and  we  hope  that  'poor  Marquise'  likes  the  company  in 
which  she  finds  herself);  but  if  the  reader  turns  to  a  sister  publica- 
tion he  will  be  gratified  by  a  whole  article  about  Madame  Musard, 
who,  it  appears,  had  '  estates  and  petroleum  mines,  and  went  out  of 
her  mind  because  she  was  unable  to  tear  down  the  barrier  which 
separates  the  demi-monde  from  the  grand  monde ; '  and  whose 
husband  is  already  the  object  of  the  hopes  of  *  a  yoimg  lady  bearing 
an  historical  name,'  whose  antecedents  he  will  find  minutely  described, 
and  on  whose  behalf '  overtures '  are  about  to  be  made  to  the  presum- 
ably not  inconsolable  widower.  These  details  about  Madame  Musard 
and  the  demi-monde,  and  all  the  means  that  have  been  adopted  to 
amalgamate  the  one  and  the  other,  are,  we  suppose,  considered  fine 
and  edifying  reading  for  the  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Society. 

Such  is  the  foreign  correspondence  of  the  newspapers  which  give 
themselves  out  as  the  special  organs  and  representatives  of  the  polite 
classes.  They  are  worthy  of  the  home  contributions.  A  footman'*s 
vulgar  babble  about  his  masters  and  their  friends  would  have  more 
reality  in  it,  for  he  at  least  cannot  fail  to  know  something  about  the 
people  whom  he  must  serve  at  dinner,  and  whose  talk  goes  on  in  his 
hearing.  Jenldns  and  Jeames  are  indeed  accomplished  historians  in 
presence  of  this  '  super '  on  the  stage  of  gossip ;  the  people  of  whose 
proceedings  he  seems  really  to  know  something  are  not  persons  whose 
doings  are  generally  reported  in  mixed  society  at  all. 

All  these  jewels  are  picked  at  hazard  out  of  a  single  week's  issue 
of  well-known  papers,  in  which  there  is  still  much  more  of  the  same 
kind  to  be  gathered  by  anyone  who  likes  it.  Trials  for  libel 
naturally  follow  in  the  wake  of  such  social  vivacities,  but  we  must 
also  add  that  the  plaintiffs  in  such  cases  are  seldom  persons  who 
secure  the  sympathies  of  the  public ;  the  families  of  quiet  people 
who  find  themselves  suddenly  picked  out  and  held  up  to  the  gaze  of 
the  world  some  fine  morning  by  reason  of  a  forgotten  foolish  incident 
maliciously  turned  into  a  semblance  of  scandal — the  boys  and  girls 
for  whose  confusion,  as  has  been  seen,  these  noble  members  of  an 
enlightened  press  exert  their  fine  faculties — do  not  bring  actions 
against  their  assailants.  But  what  can  be  said  of  the  consumers  to 
whom  all  this  garbage  is  supplied  as  their  favourite  food — who  make 
such  enterprises  successful,  and  confer  upon  the  trade  of  scandal- 
monger, and  the  still  smaller  craft  of  the  petty  gossip,  the  dimensions 
of  a  flourishing  and  prosperous  art  ?  The  writers  are  but  a  few 
individuals  after  all,  probably  not  much  superior  to  their  occupation 
to  begin  with,  and  who,  if  they  were  not  doing  this,  would  be  about 
some  other  kind  of  industry  of  a  similar  character.  But  the  readers  I 
What  a  pitiful  spectacle  is  the  public,  which  awaits  with  impatience,  and 
pores  over  and  delights  in,  all  these  impertinent  pettinesses,  all  these 
insolent  suggestions — the  village  tattle — 'The  Town  Talk' — Faugh  I 
'  What  the  World  says ' — !  The  world !  Never  was  an  alehouse  parlour^ 
a  dressmaker's  workroom,  more  small,  more  spiteful,  more  ignoble. 
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Three  Small  Books: 

By  Gbbat  Wbitbbs.* 

IT  is  not  often  that  we  find  so  many  of  the  greatest  names  in  con- 
temporary literature  standing  together  in  one  list  of  new  books 
as  at  the  present  moment.  We  have  been  used  to  get  the  contributions 
of  these  demi-gods  to  the  history  of  letters  in  their  time,  in  rare 
instalments — now  one  appearing,  now  another,  making  a  point  of 
brighter  light  in  a  vague  firmament  of  mediocrities.  But  at  this 
midsummer,  perhaps  by  way  of  making  up  to  us  for  the  want  of  sun- 
sliine  on  the  external  landscape,  the  three  highest  personages  of  the 
republic  of  letters  in  England  present  themselves  simultaneously  before 
the  public.  Perhaps  there  may  be  exceptions  taken,  in  the  instance 
of  Mr.  Browning,  to  this  supreme  rank ;  but  so  far  as  George  Eliot 
and  Alfred  Tennyson  go,  no  one  will  grumble  at  the  place  accorded  to 
them.  There  have  been,  no  doubt,  greater  writers,  greater  poets 
within  the  four  seas ;  but  none  living  who  can  claim  the  same 
place.  There  are  no  rivals  near  their  throne.  Both  of  these  great 
artists  have  risen  to  a  place,  above  that  which  is  the  ordinary  fate 
even  of  the  greatest  artists  among  their  contemporaries.  Li  most 
cases  there  is  division  of  opinion;  there  are  fluctuations  of  public 
fevour;  in  the  very  midst  of  success  there  will  come  a  moment 
of  failure ;  but  to  Mr.  Tennyson  and  George  Eliot  there  has  been 
no  cloud  for  years  upon  the  brilliant  zenith  of  feme.  Even  the  most 
audacious  of  critics,  they  know,  will  venture  upon  nothing  but  the 
mildest  fault-finding  in  respect  to  these  monarchs  of  the  public 
fancy.  One  of  them  indeed  has  strained  the  subserviency  of  the 
public  to  ft  point  which  is  almost  ludicrous.  The  mass  of  ordinary 
readers  have  found  George  Eliot's  later  works  altogether  above  their 
comprehension.  They  have  not  been  able  to  follow  the  labori- 
ous accuracy  of  analysis,  the  scientific  closeness  of  observation, 
by  which  these  works  have  been  distinguished.  Their  countenances 
have  grown  blank  and  rueful,  their  interest  has  flagged :  but  never 
their  loyal  faith  in  their  instructress.  Nor,  though  the  critical 
leaders  of  opinion  (so  called)  have  felt  an  equal  coldness,  and  al- 
though there  has  been  wafted  through  society  a  whispered  under- 
current of  coioment,  in  which,  perhaps,  some  jealousy  of  her  unusual 
sway,  and  some  natural  satisfaction  in  catching  their  acknowledged 
superior  tripping,  has  been  mingled  with  real  disapproval — has  any  one 
ventured  to  proclaim  that  disapproval  loudly.  The  readers  have  been 
uneasy>  but  the  writer  has  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  continued 


*  Dramatie  IdyU,    By  Robert  Browning.   Fcp.  8vo.  doth,  $8. 
Im^Mans  of  Theophragtus  Smh.   By  George  EUot.   Crown  8vo.  cl6th,  lOf.  6d, 
The  Lover's  Tale,   By  Alfred  Tennyson.   Fop.  Svo.  doth,  ^.  6d. 
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certainty  of  her  sway.  She  has  not  had  to  wait  like  Wordsworth  for 
a  tardy  acknowledgment,  or  to  fight  her  way  as  Carlyle  had  to  do. 
Neither  has  Mr.  Tennyson  encountered  these  resistances  of  humanity 
to  greatness — that  unwillingness  to  yield  the  palm,  which  has  sent  so 
many  poets  disappointed  to  those  shades,  Elysian  or  otherwise,  in 
which  they  have  their  final  reward.  Our  age  is  thorough  in  its 
allegiance,  and  it  is  loyal.  From  these  two  supreme  fevourites  of  its 
fancy  it  has  taken  meekly  a  great  many  things  which  have  been  hard 
to  understand,  and  some  bitter  morsels,  and  some  over-sweet.  The 
'  tip-tilted '  nose  of  a  poetical  heroine  has  not  discomposed  its  adoring 
seriousness  even  for  a  moment,  and  the  poet's  fine  failures  in  the 
dramatic  ait  have  been  produced  and  listened  to  with  a  devotion 
and  gravity  of  endeavour  to  prove  them  equal  to  Shakespeare,  which 
it  is  affecting  to  behold.  Do  what  they  will,  they  will  do  well  for  us 
these  princes  of  our  fancy,  and  the  part  of  the  critic  is  rather  that 
of  a  respectful  showman  pointing  out  their  beauties,  teaching  the 
unfailing  worshipper  what  it  is  best  to  admire,  and  magnifying  him- 
self by  his  power  of  entering  into  the  beauty  of  their  conceptions, 
than  of  one  who  weighs  and  sifts  the  gold  from  the  dross.  When  the 
contemporary  mind  is  thus  triumphantly  won,  the  dross  is  scarcely 
less  valuable  than  the  gold 

Mr.  Browning  has  not  by  any  means  been  received  with  the  same  ac- 
quiescence in  his  claims.  He  has  had  the  more  natural  fate  of  the  poet 
for  whom  a  vehement  band  of  disciples  contend  on  one  side  almost  with 
violence,  while  on  the  other  the  world  resists  with  all  the  more  vigour 
that  it  cannot  by  any  means  shake  off  a  disagreeable  consciousness 
that  posterity  will  not  uphold  its  opinion.  This  is  a  much  more 
usual,  and  we  are  disposed  to  think  natural,  position  for  a  writer  of 
genius  in  face  of  his  generation  than  the  other.  At  the  same  time 
the  fact  must  not  be  overlooked  that  Mr.  Browning  himself  is  very 
greatly  to  blame.  He  has  never  so  much  as  attempted  to  please  the 
public,  which  on  its  side  desired  nothing  better  than  to  be  pleased. 
He  has  teased  it  by  perverse  convolutions  of  language — by  broken 
rhymes,  contracted  words,  ellipsis,  parenthesis,  every  confusing  twist 
of  which  style  is  capable ;  and  by  a  still  more  perverse  choice  of 
subject — until  he  has  made  his  very  name  an  exasperation  to  many- 
good  people,  who  cannot  quite  consent  to  give  him  up  though  he 
has  been  so  unkind  to  them.  When  he  jeers  at  the  British  public 
who  ^  love  me  not,'  it  is  with  an  air  more  jaunty  than  bitter,  as  of  a 
man  not  half-displeased  to  be  above  his  audience,  nor  quite  un- 
proud  of  that  distinction — sentiments  which  no  audience  is  likely  to 
approve  of.  But  indeed  the  public  has  always  shown  itself  very  well 
disposed  to  do  him  justice  when  he  could  persuade  himself  to  put  aside 
those  tricks  of  style  which  form  no  part  of  any  passport  to  immortality, 
and  to  let  the  simple  reader  perceive  the  noble  manliness  of  his  con- 
ceptions, the  penetrating  keenness  of  his  insight,  the  passion  of  sym- 
pathy— tender,  indignant,  and  tuned  to  all  lofty  things — that  is  in  hinu 
But  if  a  poet  prefers  to  play  such  pranks  before  high  heaven  as  make 
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the  vulgar  jeer,  and  his  friends  and  lovers  retire  confused  from  the 
lists  where  they  have  been  ready  to  defend  him  against  all  comers,  he 
has  only  himself  to  blame. 

We  will  leave  the  poets  for  the  moment,  and  turn  to  the  great 
writer  who,  though  we  have  never  been  able  to  give  in  our  adhesion 
to  her  pretensions  in  verse,  is  unquestionably  a  poet  in  prose,  and  has 
brought  forth  as^noble  strains  as  are  to  be  heard,  save  at  long  intervals, 
fifom  any  instrument.  For  many  years  George  Eliot  has  held  the 
foremost  place  in  the  ranks  of  fiction.  Thackeray's  career  was  all  but 
over,  and  Dickens  had  dwindled  down  into  the  imperfect  successes  of 
his  later  days,  when  she  took  at  one  step  her  footing  upon  the  same  level 
which  they  had  held  between  them  without  competitor ;  and  since 
their  conclusion  she  has  been  without  competitor.  A  little  lower 
down  there  are  changes  and  doubtful  degrees  of  reputation,  one 
writer  coming  uppermost  at  one  moment,  and  another  at  the  next,  as 
the  wave  of  public  fevour  ebbs  and  flows — but  no  one  has  stood 
beside  George  Eliot.  She  has  kept  her  place  alone.  Even  when,  as 
we  have  said,  her  productions  have  not  been  up  to  her  own  standard, 
her  position  has  still  been  unaffected.  She  forms  the  first-class  of 
fiction  in  her  own  person;  the  others  are  all  of  a  different  and 
lower  d^;ree.  And  diuing  this  period  she  has  added  many  names  to 
our  personal  acquaintance — types  like  Maggie  Tulliver  and  Romola, 
perhaps  a  trifle  too  good  for  human  nature's  daily  food,  yet  of  the  noblest 
class  of  visionary  women  ;  and  on  a  lower  level,  with  what  a  homely, 
wise,  natural,  and  kind,  yet  harsh  and  rigid,  and  self-seeking  and 
worldly  population,  has  she  peopled  England — ^filling  the  farmhouses 
and  the  cottages,  and  the  houses  of  the  gentry  and  the  streets  of  the 
country  towns,  with  a  characteristic  race.  When  we  look  back  upon 
that  long  array  of  countenances,  anxious  and  serene,  each  set  in  its 
natural  circle  of  circumstances,  we  seem  to  see  another  England  as 
real,  as  living  as  our  own,  a  twin  country,  though  of  shadows,  in  which 
the  winds  blow  freshly  over  the  self-same  fields,  and  everything  is  and 
continues  to  be,  for  ever,  set  fast  beyond  the  range  of  dying.  Never 
was  there  artist  who  had  a  more  powerful  grasp  of  the  human  beings 
he  created.  Which  of  us  does  not  know  Amos  Barton  as  well,  not 
to  say  a  great  deal  better,  and  his  beautiful  Milly  with  her  soft  eyes, 
than  the  inhabitants  of  our  own  street?  When  we  come  now  to 
the  apparent  ending  of  that  assembly,  and  see  within  the  little 
volume  at  present  placed  before  us  what  would  seem  to  be  some  part 
at  least  of  the  very  material  with  which  the  artist  works — ^not  the 
finished  product,  but  the  beginnings,  the  settings-on  of  the  web,  the 
first  stu<Ue8  for  the  picture — it  would  be  difficult  to  regard  the  book 
otherwise  than  sadly.  We  expect  to  find  in  it  the  characteristic 
wisdom,  the  fine  and  close  observation,  with  which  we  are  already 
acquainted — and  yet  a  something  more  familiar  and  attracting.  Few 
people  will  have  read  its  title  without  forming  some  idea  of  the 
thoughtful  double  by  means  of  whom  George  Eliot  has  thought  fit 
to  convey  a  ripened  and  mellow  rimmi  of  the  thoughts  of  her  own 
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long  speetatorship  aad  contemplation  of  the  world.  Theophra^tus 
Such  will  have  appeared  to  these  expectant  readers  in  the  aspect  of 
one  of  the  tender  and  exquisite,  or  crotchety  and  paradoxicid  philoso- 
phers of  fiction — a  more  substantial  Sir  Boger,  a  nobler  Mr.  Shandy, 
an  Uncle  Toby  without  the  periwig. 

But  imfortunately  this  expectation  will  be  altogether  disap* 
pointed.  Whether  it  is  weariness,  or  indifference^  or  perhaps  that 
consciousness  of  great  power  and  influence  which  sometimes  has  a 
demoralising  effect  even  upon  genius — for  when  everything  pleases 
that  one  takes  the  trouble  to  produce,  why  take  the  additional 
trouble  of  making  it  worthy  a  higher  approbation  ? — the  fact  is  that 
the  reader  will  find  in  Theophrastus  Such  no  new  individual  at  all, 
but  only  the  most  shadowy  of  suggestions,  without  substance  enough 
to  justify  any  name,  much  less  such  a  big  one.  The  vague  per- 
sonality through  which  George  Eliot  has  thought  fit  to  speak  is  little 
better  than  a  masquerade  costume.  It  is  a  nobody,  a  pale  and 
dubious  ghost,  utterly  unlike  life.  Even  the  attributes  of  a  long 
upper  lip,  large  feet,  and  '  an  inveterate  way  of  walking  with  my 
head  foremost  and  my  chin  projecting,'  somewhat  carelessly  bestowed 
upon  him  by  the  author,  fail  altogether  to  give  him  any  semblance 
of  flesh  and  blood.  Nor  does  the  revelation  of  his  inner  being 
convey  anything  to  us  which  might  not  have  been  said  by  the 
general  *  I '  or  *  we  *  of  authorship.  We  make  a  faint  grasp,  so  to 
q>eak,  at  his  skirts,  in  the  delicate  but  faint  sketch  of  childhood  and 
parentage  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  second  essay,  and  which  affords 
scope  for  some  fine  and  characteristic  landscape-painting  in  George 
Eliot's  peculiar  manner.  But  after  this  he  is  dropped  altogether, 
and  fadbs  out  of  the  reader's  recollection.  There  is  no  more  question 
of  him  in  the  book  which  bears  his  name.  He  is  less  distinct  a 
great  deal  than  the  simple  character  sketches  that  follow.  The 
book  is  indeed  nothing  more  than  a  collection  of  essays  and 
sketches,  many  of  them  of  the  slightest  kind.  It  looks,  we  are  sorry 
to  say,  more  like  a  clearing  out  of  old  drawers,  and  sweeping 
together  of  scattered  leaves  and  scraps,  than  the  last  rich  and  meUow 
gatherings  of  a  great  vintagei  The  scraps  are  interesting^  for  we 
can  imagine  how,  filled  out  as  George  Eliot  could,  with  life  breathed 
into  them,  and  all  their  proportions  expanded,  they  might  have  grown 
into  the  animated  backgroimd  of  a  great  drama ;  and  of  themselves 
some  of  them  are  fine  and  others  amusing ;  but  coming  to  us  as  they 
do  from  such  a  hand  at  such  a  time,  they  are  disappointing  in  many 
ways.  They  convey  the  idea,  either  that  our  great  social  dramatist 
^as  forgotten  how  to  discriminate,  in  her  own  case,  at  least,  between 
the  great  and  the  petty,  or  that  the  subserviency  and  adulation  of  the 
frublio  have  given  her  a  contempt  for  its  judgment.  Neither  of  these 
suggestions  is  a  pleasant  one,  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  an  alternative. 
Some  of  the  sketches^  are  brilliantly  humorous  and  graphic  in  parts, 
but  these  points  intervene  at  distant  intervals  among  wastes  of  level 
land  which  are  somewhat  dreary,  and  heights  which  are  ^ery  artir 
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fieal-^ich  are^  as  the  French  say,  with  their  politely  inexorable 
judgment,  "poA  r&usais*  The  whole  book  in  short  bears  this  aspect* 
Tkoe  ire  traces  of  much  effort,  and  there  is  considerable  merit  in 
puts:  bat  as  a  whole  it  is  not  r^ua&i.  The  labour  is  much  more 
evident  than  the  success ;  and  even  the  success,  where  attained,  is  nob 
cfasatisfiEu^ry  kind.  We  can  afford  to  smile  at  the  inferior  writer 
idu),  strong  in  bis  or  her  professionalism,  pours  forth  scoffs  and  scorn 
apon  the  self-importance  of  amateur  authorship,  for  example  but  it 
aiomewhat  unworthy  of  George  Eliot  to  put  her  large  sword  through 
a  little  body,  and  take  the  trouble  to  hold  it  up  to  the  world's 
doisknL  And  we  have  so  often  found  in  story-books  examples  of  the 
harm  which  can  be  produced  by  that  which  is  '  Only  temper,'  that  we 
gradge  the  employment  of  a  full-grown  and  mature  genius  in  the 
ereadon  of  others.  Such  transparent  evils,  such  commonplace  sinners, 
«ant  but  little  pointing  out. 

Even  in  the  case  of  such  a  brilliant  little  drawing  as  that  of 
ffintze,  one  of  the  best  in  this  book,  something  of  the  same  feeling 
laniitB  us.    He  is  so  distinct,  so  real,  so  humorous,  that  we  receive 
!  him  lEstantly  among  the  circle  of  our  acquaintances,  and  are  ready 
I  to  identify  him,  if  need  be,  although  he  is  not  nearly  so  humorous 
\  iD  BDciety  as  he  is  in  print.    Hintze  is  the  '  too  deferential  man,' 
liiofie  soiling  presence  bowing  over  the  hat  which  he  keeps  smooth*^ 
ing,  may  be  recognised  in  almost  every  circle  where  there  is  anything 
t9idmiie.    He  is  made  visible  to  us  in  a  little  luminous  picture,  with 
Ub  natural  drawing-room  accessories — a  perfect  study  in  natural  his* 
toy.  He  has  got  himself  presented  to  a  sensible,  not  remarkable 
I  Mnber  of  society,  a  well-bred  woman,  whom  he  approaches  with 
!   wwrent  wonder,  regarding  apparently  ^  this  introduction  to  her  as 
ft  apportimity  comparable  to  an  audience  of  the  Delphic  Sibyl,'  and 
ptiKring  all  that  &lls  from  her  lips  with  ^rapt  attention  and 
wWoed  eagerness  of  inquiry.'    Notwithstanding  her  first  half-con-» 
fased,  half-amused  responses, 

Hfi  continued  to  put  large  questions,  bending  his  head  slightly  that  hid 
«yw  itt^ht  be  a  little  lifted  in  awaiting  her  reply.  *  What,  may  I  ask,  is 
yovr  (^Mnion  as  to  the  state  of  art  in  England  % '  '  Oh,'  said  Felida,  with 
*liUk  deprecatOTy  laugh,  '  I  think  it  suffers  j&om  two  diseases — ^bad  taste 
*      patrons  and  want  of  inspiration  in  the  artists.'    *  That  is  true  in^ 

fed,'  said  Hintze,  in  an  imdeitone  of  deep  conviction  Presently 

W  was  quite  sure  that  her  fe.vourite  author  waa  Shakespeare,  and  wished  tb 
^ow  wnat  she  had  thought  of  Hamlet's  madness.  When  she  had  quoted 
"iDielni  MeLster  on  this  point,  and  had  afterwards  testified  that  '  Lear  * 
^  beyond  adequate  representation,  that  'Julius  Csesar'  was  an  effective 
I  ***nig  play;  and  that  a  poet  may  know  a  good  deal  about  human  nature 
'Wfe  knowing  Httle  of  biography,  Hintze  appeared  so  impressed  with  the 
!**itBde  of  these  revelations  that  he  recapitulated  them,  weaving  them 
*>8e|iwr  with  threads-  of  compliment,  *  As  you  very  justly  observed,*  and 
^^ismmt  troe^  as  you  say,'  «md  *  It  were  wdl  if  others  noted  what  you 
We  remarked.' 

^  AhtSe  hter  we  find  this  delightful  personage  fbllowisg  about  a 
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pseudo-great  man,  who  is  the  special  god  of  his  devotion,  with, 
'ligaratively  8peaking,a  small  spoon  ready  to  pick  up  every  dirty  crumb 
of  opinion  that  the  eloquent  man  may  have  let  drop.'  Nothing  could 
be  more  graphic  and  humorous  than  this  sketch.  Among  tiie  fine 
company  that  is  to  be  found  in  *  Daniel  Deronda,*  what  an  agreeable 
interlocutor  he  would  have  been.  But  by  himself,  detached  and  in- 
consequent, we  can  scarcely  help  asking  was  he  worth  George  Eliot's 
while  ?  He  is  the  most  perfect  of  the  gallery  of  portraits  here  pre- 
sented to  us.  Spike,  the  '  political  molecule,'  though  set  foith  more 
slightly,  has  an  incisive  line  or  two  which  fixes  him  like  the  pin  of 
the  entomologist.  '  He  aspired  to  what  he  regarded  as  intellectual 
society,  willingly  entertained  beneficed  clergjrmen,  and  bought  the 
books  he  heard  spoken  of,  arranging  them  carefully  on  the  shelves  of 
what  he  called  his  library,  and  occasionally  sitting  alone  in  the  same 
room  with  themJ^  The  satire  here  is  ruthless,  but  it  is  very 
telling.  A  picture  done  with  more  feeling  and  sympathy  is  that 
of  Mixtus,  who  has  begun  life  in  evangelical  society,  'a  visitor 
and  exhorter  of  the  poor  in  the  alleys  of  a  great  provincial  town,' 
hanging  upon  the  lips  of  ^  Mr.  Apollos,  the  eloquent  Congregational 
preacher,'  but  who  has  now  become  a  merchant-prince,  in  a  London 
mansion,  and  with  a  fashionable  wife.  It  is  entirely  in  accord  with 
George  Eliot's  practice,  and  some  lingering  sentiment  which,  one 
cannot  help  feeling,  breathes  to  herself  also  from  *  the  fields  of  sleep,* 
the  long  levels  of  the  past — ^that  the  prosperous  man  of  money,  scarcely 
feeling  himself  to  belong  to  the  brilliant  worldly  society  which  collects 
round  his  wife's  table,  should  entertain  at  the  bottom  of  his  heart  an 
inextinguishable  regret,  a  half-smothered  yearning  for  his  preacher 
and  his  district-visiting,  and  all  the  homely  good  works  and  ambi- 
tions of  his  youth.  Here  the  author  might  almost  be  supposed  to 
feel  with  her  hero  of  the  moment,  so  tenderly  does  she  enter  into  the 
second  and  deeper  being  which  has  scarcely  any  share  in  his  actual 
life ;  and  the  sketch  is  the  most  affecting  in  the  book,  indeed  the 
only  one  that  moves  the  heart.  We  may  note  in  passing  the  odd 
incongruity  of  the  names — which  might  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
*  Spectator,'  and  contain,  no  doubt,  a  reminiscence  of  that  now  much 
copied  age — ^with  the  essentially  nineteenth  century  character  of  the 
writing,  which  alike  in  its  real  depth  and  artificial  laboriousness  is 
as  unlike  the  reign  of  Anne  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine.  We  cannot 
suppose  that '  the  fashion '  can  in  this  trivial  way  affect  so  great  an 
artist,  but  rather  that  she  has  adopted  this  old  expedient  lightly,  half 
in  sport,  half  for  convenience.  It  gives  a  droll  little  masquerade  air 
to  the  work,  in  which  there  is  so  much  serious  purpose,  humour  so 
grave,  and  thought  so  earnest,  rising  like  a  solemn  face  out  of  an 
actor's  disguise,  to  expose  the  innocent  trick  it  has  itself  resorted  to. 

The  one  essay  out  of  this  collection  which  will  most  please  the 
reader,  whose  imagination  fondly  returns  to  the  earlier  charm  of 
those  noble  works  which  made  George  Eliot's  fame,  is  the  one 
which  is  called  *  Looking  Backward.'    It  occurs  very  early  in  the 
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book,  while  the  author  is  still  dallying  vaguely  with  the  pale  oon- 
eeptioD,  so  soon  abandoned,  of  Theophrastus  Such,  and  she  has 
tacked  a  little  sketch  of  his  supposed  antecedents  to  the  delightful 
pages  in  which  her  own  experiences  are  no  doubt  recorded.  The 
sketch  of  the  country  clergyman,  his  father,  and  the  little  boy  on  his 
poDy  accompanying  the  kind,  laborious,  practical  parish  priest,  who 
knows  everybody,  over  the  homely  English  district  so  green  and  tran- 
quil, gives  all  the  interest  that  she  finds  it  possible  to  give  to  this 
laboriously  described  but  unrealisable  personage.  And  the  thought 
of  the  England  of  that  time  leads  her  to  consider  the  ideal  country 
itself — ^the  serene  and  genial  mother-land  which  no  writer  has  done 
more  to  conmiend  to  the  love  of  her  children. 

Is  there  any  country  which  shows  at  once  as  much  stability  and  as 
much  susceptibility  to  change  as  ours  %  Our  national  life  is  like  that 
scenery  which  I  early  learned  to  love,  not  subject  to  great  convulsions,  but 
easily  showing  more  or  less  delicate  (sometimes  melancholy)  effects  from 
minor  changies.  Hence  our  midland  plains  have  never  lost  their  familiar 
expression  and  conservative  spirit  for  me.  Yet  at  eveiy  other  mile  since  I 
first  looked  on  them  some  sign  of  world-wide  change,  some  new  direction 

human  labour,  has  wrought  itself  into  what  one  may  call  the  speech  of  the 
landscape  in  contrast  with  Uie  grander  and  vaster  regions  of  the  earth,  which 
keep  an  indifferent  aspect  in  the  presence  of  men's  toils  and  devices. 
What  does  it  signify  that  a  lilliputian  train  passes  over  a  viaduct  amidst 
the  abysses  of  the  Apennines,  or  that  a  caravan  laden  with  a  nation's  offer- 
ings creeps  across  the  unresting  sameness  of  the  desert,  or  that  a  petty  cloud 

steam  sweeps  for  an  instant  over  the  face  of  an  Egyptian  colossus 
immovably  submitting  to  its  slow  burial  beneath  the  sandl  But  our 
woodlands  and  pastures,  our  hedge-parted  cornfields  and  meadows,  our  bits 
of  high  conomon  where  we  used  to  plant  the  windmills,  our  quiet  little 
rivers,  here  and  there  fit  to  turn  a  mill-wheel,  our  villages  along  the  old 
ocach  roads,  are  all  easily  alterable  lineaments  that  seem  to  make  tbe  &ce  of 
our  motherland  sympathetic  with  the  laborious  lives  of  her  children.  She 
does  not  treat  their  ploughs  and  waggons  contemptuously,  but  rather 
makes  every  hovel  and  every  sheepfold,  every  railed  bridge  or  fallen  tree- 
tnink,  an  agreeably  noticeable  incident :  not  a  mere  speck  in  the  midst 
of  unmeasured  vastnesa,  but  a  piece  of  our  social  history  in  pictorial 
writing  

But  because  our  land  shows  this  readiness  to  be  changed,  all  signs  of  per- 
manence upon  it  raise  a  tender  attachment  instead  of  awe — some  of  us  at 
least  love  the  scanty  relics  of  our  forests,  and  are  thankful  if  a  bush  is 
left  of  the  old  hedgerow.  A  crumbling  bit  of  wall  where  the  delicate  ivy- 
leaved  toad-flax  hs^gs  its  light  branches,  or  a  grey  thatch  with  patches  of 
dark  moss  on  its  shoulder,  and  a  troop  of  grass-stems  on  its  ridge,  is  a 
thing  to  visit.  And  then  the  tiled  roof  of  cottage  and  homestead,  of  the 
long  cow-shed  where  generations  of  the  milky  mothers  have  stood  patiently, 
of  the  broad-shouldered  bams  where  the  old-fi^shioned  flail  once  made 
resonant  music,  while  the  watchdog  barked  at  the  timidly  venturesome 
fowls  mftVing  pecking  raids  on  the  outflying  grain — ^the  roofs  that  have  looked 
out  from  among  the  elms  and  walnut  trees,  or  beside  the  yearly  group  of 
hay  and  com  stacks,  or  below  the  square  stone  steeple  gathering  those  grey 
or  ochre-tinted  lichens  and  thin  olive-green  mosses  under  all  ministries — 
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let  us  poraise  the  sober  liarmonies  they  give  to  our  landscapes,  helping  to 
tmite  tt^  pleasantly  with  the  older  generations  who  tiUed  the  soil  for  ns 
before  we  were  bom,  and  paid  heavier  and  heavier  taxes  with  mtudi 
grumbling,  but  without  that  deepest  root  of  corruption — the  self-indulgent 
despair  which  cuts  down,  and  consumes,  and  never  plants. 

This  contemplative  picture  of  the  kind  and  constant  soil — 
the  country  that  breeds  us  and  buries  us,  and  folds  us  softly  in  her 
patient  breast,  and  goes  on,  but  not  without  a  thought  and  a  record 
of  us,  tof  do  the  same  for  our  children — ^might  be  taken  as  an 
example  of  the  writer  at  her  best.  We  wish  with  all  our  heart  that 
George  Eliot  might  never  do  worse.  It  is  not  in  her  natiure  to  make 
trifling  sketches,  to  fling  off  the  lighter  froth  of  literature — neither, 
we  think,  is  it  in  her  nature  to  toil  in  the  rigid  grooves  of  science. 
But  when  she  deals  with  the  greater  qualities  of  the  soul,  and  the 
profoimder  aspects  of  the  world,  then  she  is  at  home.  Her  England 
is  a  nobler  country  than  that  poor  microcosm  of  Society  from  which 
she  has  taken  the  trouble  to  select  these  latest  sketches.  Hencefor- 
ward, we  hope,  should  oiu:  foreboding  turn  out  unfounded  as  to  the 
ending  of  her  work,  that  she  will  keep  her  stored  materials  for  her 
own  use,  and  not  countenance  the  idea  that  all  the  cUejecta  mmihra 
of  a  note-book,  all  the  scraps  of  a  waste-paper  basket,  may  be  put 
together  between  two  boards,  and  thrust  upon  the  attention  of  the 
public  as  if  they  were  something,  and  meant  something,  worthy  its 
regard — a  pernicious  custom  too  common  in  this  age. 

Mr.  Tennyson  comes  before  the  world  with  something  like  an 
apology  for  the  slim  and  delicate  little  volume  which  he  brings  in  his 
hand.  It  is  a  poem  of  his  youth,  never  published,  but  which,  in 
spite  of  his  interdiction,  has  crept  abroad  and  circulated  privately, 
and  been  pirated,  as  was  natural.  The  *  Lover's  Tale,-  he  himself 
informs  us,  was  composed  in  his  nineteenth  year : — 

Two  only  of  the  three  parts  (he  says)  then  written  were  printed,  when, 
feeling  the  imperfection  of  ^e  poem,  I  withdrew  it  from  the  press.  One  of 
my  friends  however,  who,  boylike,  admired  the  boy's  work,  distributed  among 
'  our  common  associates  of  that  horn*  some  copies  of  these  two  parts,  without 
my  knowledge,  without  the  omissions  and  amendments  which  I  had  in  con- 
templation, and  marred  by  the  many  misprints  of  the  compositor.  Seeing 
that  these  two  parts  have  of  late  been  mercilessly  pirated,  and  that  what  I 
had  deemed  scarce  worthy  to  live  is  not  allowed  to  die,  may  I  not  be  par- 
doned if  I  suffer  the  whole  poem  at  last  to  come  into  the  light  ? 

The  answer  of  the  reader,  we  make  bold  to  say,  will  be  entirely 
in  the  affirmative.  The  ideal  of  the  boy-poet  whose  fastidious  taste 
at  eighteen  considered  such  a  poem  as  *  scarce  worthy  to  live,'  must 
have  been  high  indeed ;  and  there  is  something  very  touching  and 
attractive  in  the  suggestion  of  the  other  young  enthusiast,  who 
seciu^  the  rejected  proofs,  and  had  th^n  handed  about  among  the 
eager  boyish  eirde,  all  in  the  fresh  and  dewy  days  when  the  glory 
and  the  dream  had  not  departed,  and  when  love,  superlative  and 
impassioned,  was  as  natural  as  life,  and  no  more  wonderful.    It  is 
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said,  we  do  not  -know  with  what  truth,  that  this  friend  was  Arthur 
Hallam — so  soon  to  be  the  subject  of  one  of  the  noblest  of  el^es ; 
but  Mr.  Tennyson  throws  no  vulgar  light  upon  these  sacred  recol- 
lections of  his  youth.  In  his  riper  days,  when  the  young  and  un- 
assured singer  had  become  the  acknowledged  first  in  England,  and 
every  line  firom  his  hand  was  received  with  applause,  he  turned  back 
upon  the  early  uncompleted  story,  and  gave  to  it  its  crown  of  meaning, 
in  the  final  act  of  generous  devotion  and  love,  superior  to  all  the 
suggestions  of  selfishness,  which  we  find  in  the  '  Gblden  Supper,' 
printed  as  a  fragment  in  one  of  his  later  volumes,  and  which  certainly 
was  then  a  very  tantalising  morsel.  This  is  now  restored  to  its  context, 
and  gains  much  by  the  conjunction.  And  here — with,  we  presume,  the 
omissions  and  amendments  above  referred  to — we  have  *  The  Lover's 
Tale/  It  is  a  tale  of  that  absolute  and  passionate  love  which  is  the 
privil^;e  of  poetry,  but  which,  happily  for  humanity,  does  not  often 
appear  in  life,  absorbing  all  the  victim's  powers  of  living,  and  becoming 
the  one  only  motive  of  existence.  The  personages  of  the  story  are  three 
in  number — ^Julian  and  Camilla,  and  the  man  whom  she  prefers  to 
him.  The  two  first  are  cousins,  brought  up  together,  and  sharing 
every  detail  of  life  and  every  thought,  till  the  moment  when  the 
total  severance  comes.  Here  is  the  description  of  their  childhood, 
which  is  pretty,  though  somewhat  feeble  and  oversweet : — 

SheTwas  liiy  foster-sister on  otie  arm 
The  flaxen  ringlets  of  our  infancies 
Wander'd,  the  while  we  rested  :  one  soft  lap 
Pillow'd  us  both :  a  common  light  of  eyes 
Was  on  us  as  we  lay  :  our  baby  lips, 
Kissing  one  bosom,  ever  drew  from  thence 
The  stream  of  life,  one  stream,  one  life,  one  blood, 
One  sustenance,  which,  still  as  thought  grew  large. 
Still  larger  moulding  all  the  house  of  thought. 
Made  all  our  tastes  and  fancies  like,  perhaps — 
All — all  but  one ;  and  strange  to  me,  and  sweet, 
Sweet  thro*  strange  years  to  know  that  whatsoe'er 
Our  g^eral  mother  meant  fDr  me  alone, 
Our  mutual  mother  dealt  to  both  of  us : 
So  what  was  earliest  mine  in  earliest  Itfe, 
I  shared  with  her  in  whom  myself  remains. 

As  was  our  childhood,  so  om*  infancy, 
They  tell  me,  was  a  very  miracle 
Of  fellow-feeling  and  communion. 
They  tell  me  that  we  would  not  be  alone, — 
We  cried  when  we  were  parted  ;  when  I  wept. 
Her  smile  lit  up  the  rainbow  on  my  tears, 
Stay*d  on  the  doud  of  sorrow ;  that  we  loved 
The  sound  of  one-another's  voices  more 
Than  the  gay  cuckoo  loves  his  name,  and  leam'd 
To  lisp  in  tune  together ;  that  we  slept 
In  the  same  creuile  always,  face  to  Cstoe, 
Heart  beating  time  to  heart,  lip  pressing  hp, 
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Folding  each  other,  hreathing  on  each  other. 
Dreaming  together  (dreaming  of  each  other 
They  should  have  added),  till  the  morning  light 
Sloped  thro'  the  pines,  upon  the  dewy  pane 
Falling,  unseal'd  our  eyelids,  and  we  woke 
To  gaze  upon  each  other. 

(We  are  obliged  to  remark  parenthetically  that  this  must  have 
been  very  bad  for  the  babies,  and  that  the  mother  of  the  boy  had 
good  reason  to  find  feult  with  the  *  mutual  mother'  who  dealt  to 
two  what  was  intended  for  one.  Perhaps  this  was  why  Julian  was 
less  strong  than  he  might  have  been.  But  these  remarks  are,  we  feel, 
profane,  and  it  was  not  be  expected  that  a  poet  of  eighteen  could 
have  known  what  was  good  for  children  as  a  writer  more  experienced 
would  have  done).  The  two  grew  up  together  in  this  close  union. 
*  Ye  ask  me,'  he  cries,  *  when  I  began  to  love.  How  should  I  tell 
you?'— 

Young  life  knows  not  when  young  Life  was  bom, 
But  takes  it  all  for  granted  :  neither  Love, 
Warm  in  the  heart,  his  cradle,  can  remember 
Love  in  the  womb,  but  resteth  satisfied. 
Looking  on  her  that  brought  him  to  the  light. 

For  how  should  I  have  lived  and  not  have  loved  t 


In  that  I  'live  I  love ;  because  I  love 
I  live  :  whatever  is  fountain  to  the  one 
Is  fountain  to  the  other ;  and  whene'er 
Our  Grod  imknits  the  riddle  of  the  one. 
There  is  no  shade  or  fold  of  mystery 
Swathing  the  other. 

These  extracts  will  show  how  wonderfully  the  boy  of  eighteen  had 
already  caught  the  rhythm  and  cadence  of  his  elder  years.  The 
measure  and  sweetness  of  the  strain  are  wonderfully  perfect ;  a  feeble 
line  now  and  then  may  weaken  the  sequence  more  often  than  in  his 
maturer  utterance ;  but  the  reader,  we  believe,  will  be  more  struck 
with  the  boy's  extraordinary  mastery  of  the  instrument,  which  the 
man  has  since  struck  to  bolder  and  grander,  but  rarely  more 
melodious  meanings,  than  with  the  traces  of  imperfection.  That  so 
yoimg  a  writer  should  have  attained  to  such  command  of  language, 
and  already  developed  a  style  so  distinct,  so  rich  and  smooth  and 
ornate,  and  at  the  same  time  should  have  had  the  boldness  to  venture 
upon  those  lawless  freedoms  which  have  always  continued  to  re- 
appear in  his  most  perfect  and  matured  verse,  is  very  wonderful — 

When  I  said  to  her, 
*  A  day  for  Crods  to  stoop,'  she  answered,  *  Ay, 
And  men  to  soar.' 

Every  line  we  meet  is  perfect  Tennyson.  There  could  be  no  more 
convincing  proof  of  the  old  conclusion  that  a  poet  is  bom  and  not 
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made.  We  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Tennyson  has  ever  written  any- 
thing more  beautiful,  more  full  of  impassioned  feeling,  and  touching 
the  reader's  sympathy  more  deeply  in  its  kind,  than  the  passage 
in  which  Camilla  tells  to  the  man  who  loves  her,  her  love  for  his 
unsuspected  rival.  The  *link^  sweetness  long  drawn  out'  of  the 
story;  their  pleasant  wanderings  together  by  the  sea,  and  among 
their  hereditary  pines,  are  equally  true  to  the  characteristics  of  Mr. 
Tennyson's  mature  work,  and  so  is  the  imfortunate  lover's  perpetual 
returns  upon  his  passion  and  all  its  sweet  and  terrible  episodes — ^the 
aspect  of  the  skies  that  arched  them  over  as  they  strayed,  he  adoring, 
she  unconscious,  and  every  tinkle  of  the  stream  and  breath  of  the 
sununer  air  which  accompanied  the  final  climax.  For  at  length,  when 
they  are  *  sitting  down  upon  the  golden  moss,'  in  the  heart  of  a  still 
and  lovely  nook,  in  the  evening  of  the  radiant  day  which  he  had  just 
described — the  *  divinest  day,'  which  the  young  poet  celebrates  more 
sadly,  yet  with  a  not  unsimilar  splendour  of  words  to  those  which  the 
elder  poet  used  when  he  saw  the  *  happy  day '  on  which  he  had  told  his 
love,  '  blushing  from  .east  to  west,'  and  passing  the  happy  news,  in  a 
rosy  flush  of  gladness,  over  blowing  seas  and  throughout  all  the  worlds 
— the  climax  comes. 

What  marvel  my  Camilla  told  me  all  ? 

It  was  so  happy  an  hour,  so  sweet  a  place, 

And  I  was  as  the  brother  of  her  blood, 

And  by  that  name  I  moved  upon  her  breath ; 

Dear  name,  which  had  too  much  of  nearness  in  it 

And  heralded  the  distance  of  this  time  ! 

At  first  her  voice  was  very  sweet  and  low. 

As  if  she  were  afraid  of  utterance ; 

But  in  the  onward  current  of  her  speech. 

Her  words  did  of  their  meaning  borrow  sound, 

Her  cheek  did  catch  the  coloiu:  of  her  words. 

I  heard  and  trembled,  yet  I  could  but  hear ; 

My  heart  paused — my  raised  evehds  would  not  fall, 

But  still  I  kept  my  eyes  upon  the  sky. 

I  seem'd  the  only  part  of  Time  stood  still. 

And  saw  the  motion  of  all  other  things ; 

While  her  words,  syllable  by  syllable, 

like  water,  drop  by  drop,  upon  my  ear 

Fell ;  and  I  wi^'d,  yet  wish'd  her  not  to  speak ; 

But  she  spake  on,  for  I  did  name  no  wish. 

What  marvel  my  Camilla  told  me  all 

Her  maiden  dignities  of  Hope  and  Love — 

*  Perchance,'  she  said,  *  retum'd/    Even  then  the  stars 

Did  tremble  in  their  stations  as  I  gazed ; 

But  she  spake  on,  for  I  did  name  no  wish, 

No  wish — no  hope.    Hope  was  not  wholly  dead, 

But  breathing  hard  at  the  approach  of  Death, — 

Camilla,  my  Camilla,  who  was  mine 

No  longer  in  the  dearest  sense  of  mine — 

For  all  the  secret  of  her  inmost  heart, 

No.  (XO.  CSV.  2T.  8.)  I 
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And  all  the  mftiden  empire  of  her  mind. 
Lay  like  a  map  before  me,  and  I  saw 
There,  where  I  hoped  myself  to  reign  as  king, 
There,  where  that  day  I  crown'd  myself  as  king, 
There  in  my  realm  and  even  on  my  throne. 
Another !  then  it  seem'd  as  tho'  a  link 
Of  some  tight  chain  within  my  inmost  frame 
Was  riven  in  twain  :  that  life  I  heeded  not 
iloVd  from  me,  and  the  darkness  of  the  grave, 
The  darkness  of  the  grave  and  utter  night, 
Did  swallow  up  my  visicm ;  at  her  feet. 
Even  the  feet  of  her  I  loved,  I  fell, 
Smit  with  exceeding  sorrow  imto  Death. 

We  think  the  reader  will  agree  that  in  the  conclusion  of  the 
poem,  written  in  mature  years,  and  considered  by  the  poet  worthy  of 
his  fame,  there  is  no  such  touching  passage  as  this.  The  boy  of 
eighteen,  knowing  the  stops  of  his  instrument,  the  heart,  so  well,  and 
able  to  play  thus  happily  upon  its  many  and  varying  tones,  whose, 
rigorous  judgment  rejected  this  as  *  scarcely  worthy  to  live,'  is  almost 
as  great  a  wonder  as  any  poem. 

The  dismal  dreams  and  visions  of  poor  Julian  after  this  revela- 
tion, and  the  preparations  that  follow  for  the  marriage  of  Camilla  to 
her  lover,  who  is  indicated  in  the  faintest  manner,  and  for  whom  we 
have  not  a  jot  of  sympathy — as  who  has  for  the  successful  com- 
petitor ? — conclude  the  juvenile  portion  of  the  tale.  His  dreams 
are  all  of  strangely  mingled  tenor — a  funeral  procession  turning  into 
a  bridal — Death  and  Marriage  going  hand  in  hand — ^an  incompre- 
hensible blending  of  images.  He  hears  *  the  hollow  tolling  of  the 
.bell '  suddenly  change  into  ^  four  bells  instead  of  one ' — 

Four  merry  bells,  four  merry  marriage-bells, 
In  clanging  cadence  jangling  peal  on  peal — 

BJad  sees  the  '  six  stately  virgins  all  in  white,'  who  have  been  carry- 
ing the  bier,  throw  it  down  *  with  shrieks  and  ringing  laughter ' — 
and  as  he  draws  near,  his  heart  shrinking  and  melting  in  him — 

Waiting  to  see  the  settled  coimtenance 

Of  her  I  loved  adorned  with  fading  flowers — 

there  comes  a  sudden  transformation — 

She  from  her  bier,  as  into  fresher  life, 
My  sister,  and  my  cousia,  and  my  love, 
Leapt  lightly  clad  in  bridal  white — her  hair 
Studded  witii  one  rich  Provence  rose — a  light 
Of  smiling  welcome  round  her  Hps — her  eyes 
And  cheeks  as  bright  as  when  she  climVd  the  hill. 
One  hand  she  reached  to  those  that  came  behind. 
And  while  I  mused  nor  yet  endured  to  take 
So  rich  a  prize,  the  man  who  stood  with  me 
Stept  gaily  forward,  throwing  down  his  robes, 
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And-  olaspt  her  hand  in  his  •  .  .  • 
And  I  stood  sole  beside  the  Vacant  bier. 

There,  there,  my  latest  vision — then  the  event ! 

So  £ar  the  boyish  work.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  on  to  the  *  Golden 
Sopper,'  which  concludes  it,  and  which  has  already  for  some  years 
been  before  the  public.  The  story  is  not  original.  There  are  various 
traditions  lingering  about  the  ^orld  which  show  the  fascinating  power 
it  has  upon  the  imagination.  It  is  the  story  of  Oinevra,  save 
that  it  is  not  the  lady  who,  suddenly  awaking,  wanders  out  of  her 
grave  to  seek  the  closed  doors  of  huslffiind  or  friends,  but  the  despair^ 
ing  and  heart-broken  lover  who  goes  to  pay  a  last  visit  to  his  lady  in 
the  funeral  vault,  and  finds  her  still  living,  and  carries  her  home. 
How  he  made  a  great  supper,  the  supremest  effort  of  hospitality,  and 
asked  all  the  noble  people  far  and  near,  and  in  the  face  of  day 
restored  her  to  her  husband,  is  the  incident  of  the  last  part,  which 
the  reader  already  knows.  Its  fragmentary  character  has  always 
put  this  fine  poem  at  a  certain  disadvantage.  The  personages  in  it, 
not  even  now,  when  it  is  restored  to  completeness,  very  clearly  de- 
fined, were  then  indistinct  as  shadows ;  and  the  elaborate  character  of 
the  feast  which  concluded  the  imdeveloped  drama  confused  the  reader. 
The  *  Golden  Supper '  has  accordingly  gained  much  by  being  made 
the  concluding  chapter  of  '  The  Lover's  Tale ; '  but  it  is  extraordinaly 
to  have  to  add  that  it  has  not  gained  so  much  as  might  have  been 
supposed  by  contrast  with  the  immature  work  which  the  poet  did  ilot 
think  worth  preserving.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  publication 
has  been  made  in  good  fiEiith  as  it  was  written,  and  without  having 
midergone  any  elaboration  of  amendment,  it  is  quite  astounding  to 
note  how  little  difierence  these  forty  years  have  made,  and  how  nearly 
Alfired  Tennyson  at  eighteen  resembles  Alfired  Tennyson  at  sixty. 
The  workmanship  of  the  boy  may  show  by  times  a  looser  thread,  a 
weaker  line,  a  less  chastened  adornment,  but  even  in  this  particular 
there  is  little  to  comment  upon ;  and  we  cannot,  on  the  other  side, 
claim  for  the  yoimg  rival  whom  our  mature  poet  has  thus  pitted 
against  himself,  the  young  against  the  old,  any  marked  exhibition  of 
that  counterbalancing  energy  and  fire  which  youth  might  suggest, 
ajid  which  we  naturally  expect  from  it.  The  young  poet  has  no  wild 
force  of  life  to  be  controlled,  no  exuberance  to  cut  down,  any  more 
than  he  has  any  marked  inferiority  to  be  pardoned.  His  Julian  is 
no  Lancelot  indeed,  but  he  is  perfectly  Tennysonian,  and  falls 
natmrally  into  his  place  in  the  gallery  of  noble  but  visionary  figures, 
with  w€NEiknes8  involved  in  their  very  beauty,  which  we  owe  to  our 
poet.  The  hero  of  the  '  Princess '  is  just  such  another,  a  man  of  dreams 
and  visions,  against  whom  we  cannot  wonder  that  the  queenly  Ida 
should  struggle,  incapable  of  yielding  herself,  and  all  her  fine  ideal 
contentions  with  a  fictitious  world,  to  his  embodied  unreality — just  as 
we  feel  no  wonder  that  Camilla  should  tiun  from  the  adoring  double 
by  her  side  to  something  more  tangible.    Here,  perhaps,  is  the  secret 
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of  that  limit  of  Mr,  Tennyson's  fine  genius  which  his  wi^rmest 
lovers  must  have  perceived.  In  such  divine  musings  as  those  of  *  In 
Memoriam'  he  is  supreme;  but  when  he  comes  in  contact  with  flesh 
and  blood,  and  has  to  fathom  the  mysteries  of  human  nature,  he  is 
always  knocking  his  head  against  the  stars,  and  never  realises  per- 
fectly the  conditions  of  the  world  about  him.  When  we  see  what 
manner  of  youthful  hero  it  was  into  which  his  early  inspiration 
shaped  itself — an  ethereal  being  all  made  of  emotions,  sensitive  to  every 
wind  that  blew,  nursed  upon  dews  and  flowers,  no  fighting  in  him, 
but  exquisite  self-renunciation,  ineffable  love  and  sorrow — ^we  feel  a 
certain  want,  more  remarkable  in  earlier  than  later  years.  A  stronger 
impulse^  a  less  ethereal  passion,  a  possibility  of  anger,  indignation, 
even  bitterness,  a  certain  storm  and  resistance  to  fate,  would  have 
been  natural  at  eighteen.  But  there  is  nothing  of  this.  Soft  pathos, 
beautiful  generosity,  all  those  emotions  which  are  loveliest  and  most 
generous,  are  in  the  young  poet's  ideal  love ;  but  nothing  more.  Had 
his  verse  been  inferior,  and  his  creative  impulse  more  violent,  we 
might  have  had  in  his  mature  development  a  greater  poet.  Let  us 
not  blaspheme.  We  have  reason  to  thank  Heaven  for  the  subdued 
splendour  of  the  gift  which  has  been  given  us,  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Browning  has  fortunately  afforded  us  the  means  of  a  remark- 
able contrast.  No  one  will  say  that  his  heroes  are  of  this 
visionary  sort,  or  that  he  is  wanting  in  vigour  or  passion.  Unluckily 
he  has  so  strange  an  idea  on  the  other  side  of  poetical  lan- 
guage, and  so  little  sympathy  with  the  smooth  and  sweet,  that  he 
has,  with  a  perverseness  most  exasperating  to  his  admirers,  got  him- 
self at  enmity  with  the  public  rather  than  taken  the  place  to  which 
his  genius  entitles  him  as  one  of  its  leading  influences.  He  has  not 
agted  the  part  of  Orpheus  with  his  lute  as  Mr.  Tennyson  has' done :  and 
the  trumpet  notes  which  he  has  sounded  forth  have  always  had  more 
or  less  a  jar  in  them.  He  has  seemed  to  take  a  malicious  satisfaction 
in  disconcerting  us  with  a  flood  of  dislocated  syllables  after  his 
finest  outbursts.  He  has  interrupted  himself  in  his  most  exciting 
narratives  to  catch  at  the  tail  of  a  stray  metaphor,  in  parenthesis 
within  parenthesis.  To  read  one  of  his  poems  aloud  requires  as  much 
care  and  study  as  if  it  were  written  in  an  imperfectly  known  foreign 
language.  His  disciples  have  to  suffer  fur  their  devotion  to  him, 
and  according  to  all  appearance  he  likes  to  have  it  so.  We  are  not 
sure  that  there  is  not  a  certain  attraction  in  the  mere  fact 
that  we  have  thus  something  to  pay  for  our  delight :  it  binds  Mr. 
Browning's  poetical  following  together,  and  gives  them  a  warmth  of 
partisanship  scarcely  to  be  found  among  the  adherents  of  other  and 
easier  poets.  Indeed  such  was  the  charm  of  this,  that  up  to  a  recent 
date  the  Browningites  were  almost  as  strenuous  in  their  defiance  of  the 
world  and  maintenance  of  their  leader's  standard,  as  are  the  Bume- 
Jonesites  now.  At  the  period  of  *  The  Ring  and  the  Book '  this  bold 
and  fearless  band  were  ready  to  strike  upon  any  man's  shield  in  proof 
of  their  devotion.    That  wonderful  poem  was  perhaps  too  long,  we 


Digitized  by  Google 


i879]    Three  Small  Books  by  Great  Writers.  117 


were  willing  to  allow;  but  even  the  unconverted  newspapers,  even  those 
critics  who  know  so  little  about  it,  though  they  prate  so  much, 
were  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  subtle  force  with  which  old  Guide 
was  made  to  paint  lumselt*  upon  the  glowing  canvas,  the  pathetic 
sweetness  of  Pompilia,  the  heroic  manhood  of  Caponsacchi.  But 
since  that  day  the  party  has  grown  timorous.  Mr.  Browning,  moved 
by  some  will  and  pleasure  of  his  own,  unfathomable  by  the  meaner  in- 
telligence, has  chosen  to  become  more  dislocated,  more  elliptical, 
more  parenthetic  than  ever.  He  has  picked  out  of  the  mud  the 
most  disagreeable  subjects  he  has  been  able  to  find,  and  he  has  sung  his 
songs  in  the  most  creaking  voice  and  with  the  most  disjointed  eccen- 
tricity. One  by  one  his  partisans  have  fallen  silent ;  the  unconverted 
papers  have  crowed  aloud,  the  critics  have  been  rampant,  and  we,  who 
love  Mr.  Browning,  have  held  our  tongues,  unable  to  make  any  way 
against  the  tide  in  fevour  of  the  Red  Cotton  Night-cap  or  the  Inn  Album, 
or  the  ear-rending  versification  of  Pacchiorotto.  We  have  been  silent, 
not  knowing  what  to  say  for  our  poet — we  have  gone  into  comers  and 
read  the  *  Men  and  Women,'  and  said  to  ourselves,  what  Galileo  did 
not  say, '  E  pur  si  muove : '  still  he  is  a  poet.  Yes,  still  he  is  a  poet, 
and  a  great  one — and  we  hasten  to  proclaim  to  all  the  brotherhood,  if 
discouraged  by  previous  failure,  they  may  not  have  had  the  hardihood 
to  take  up  this  last  volume,  that,  after  long  wading  in  these  dismal 
marshes,  our  minstrel  has  got  to  shore  again.  PraisM  be  heaven  ! 
This  time  he  comes  with  no  basket  of  mud,  no  screech-owl's  cry.  His 
imagination  has  got  fitter  food ;  he  brings  us  a  few  of  those  heroic 
rhymes  in  which  no  one  has  surpassed  him,  embodying  incidents 
which  are  worth  his  telling,  and  inspired  by  that  profound  acquaint- 
ance with  human  feeling  at  its'  highest  strain,  which  few  writers 
possess  in  the  same  superlative  degree. 

We  need  not  say  that  it  is  no  love-sick  hero  seeing  nothing  in 
the  world  but  his  lady's  eyes,  and  falling  into  mystic  dreams  and 
visions  the  moment  her  back  is  tinned,  who  occupies  Mr.  Browning. 
All  for  love  the  world  has  never  been  to  him.  He  has  known 
from  the  beginning  that  there  were  other  influences  as  potent  as  love, 
nay,  what  is  still  more  remarkable,  that  there  were  other  loves  strong 
enough  to  conquer  and  subdue  the  one  love  which  is  the  embodi- 
ment of  all  human  possibilities  of  affection  to  most  singers  and  tellers 
of  tales,  though  we  all  know  well  in  our  hearts  it  is  not  so.  We  fear 
there  are  some  readers  who  will  turn  away  from  the  book  when  they 
hear  that  there  is  not  a  single  love-story  in  it.  There  is,  what  is 
perhaps  as  potent  as  a  dramatic  motifs  more  than  one  stem  tale  show- 
ing what  ravening  beasts  and  crael  traitors  to  nature  are  those  who 
love  not ;  but  there  is  no  fair  woman  lighting  up  heaven  and  earth 
with  her  eyes,  and  no  Julian  sorrowing  between  the  sweetness  of  it  and 
the  misery  of  it.  We  cannot  suppose  it  at  all  likely  that  Mr.  Browning 
could  chime  into  the  measiure  of  a  boyish  strain  and  give  it  com- 
pletion. His  is  the  eye  *  which  hath  kept  watch  o'er  man's  mortality,' 
his  the  '  thoughts  that  often  lie  too  deep  for  tears.'    No  man  has 
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written  of  love  with  more  tender  and  passionate  warmth.  The  *  One 
word  more '  with  which  all  his  readers  will  be  familiar,  is  one  of  the 
most  perfect  love-lyrics  (though  we  fear — and  hope — not  capable  of 
being  set  to  music)  in  the  language,  full  of  manly,  profound,  and 
exquisite  passion  ;  but  he  is  not  capable  of  harping  upon  one  string. 
The  book  before  us  contains  six  poems — ballads  of  conscience  we 
might  call  them^ — ^moral  songs  in  the  eighteenth  century  meaning  of 
the  word.  Except  the  one  that  is  called  'Pheidippides,'  they  all  treat 
of  the  awakening  of  the  conscience  and  its  struggle  and  protest — or 
else  of  the  calm  of  satisfaction,  superior  to  all  fate,  which  its  approval 
gives ;  a  serious  theme,  but  not  too  serious  for  poetry,  and  capable  of 
calling  forth  a  nobler  music  than  any  boyish  rapture  over  a  fair  fece 
or  a  pair  of  beautiful  eyes. 

The  first  in  order  is,'  though  clear  enough  in  its  argimient, 
not  perfectly  clear  in  its  circumstances.  Is  it  an  incident  of  the 
American  War  ?  Mr.  Browning  has  given  us  no  clue,  but  the 
description  seems  to  demand  a  state  of  affairs  such  as  could  only 
have  existed  in  such  a  conflict.  The  speaker  is  '  a  strange  old  man, 
with  a  beard  as  white  as  snow,'  who  stands  every  year,  *  on  a  bright 
May  day,'  '  on  the  hill  outside  our  town,'  striking  his  forehead  and 
pronouncing  his  own  anathema.  Just  as  he  stands  in  his  penitence 
he  had  stood  to  see  a  woman  shot  who  was  condemned  for  sending 
news  of  the  little  force  that  held  the  village,  to  the  rebels,  thus 
saving  them  from  a  trap  laid  for  them.  It  is  in  a  letter  to  her 
lover,  *  one  of  the  King  s  own  clerks,'  that  she  has  written  this  news, 
and  he  has  been  sent  for  to  prove  that  it  is  honest  unmeaning  news, 
written  without  evil  intention  or  any  idea  of  treachery.  The  lover 
however  has  not  come,  a  failure  wfiich  proves  him  guilty  as  every- 
body believes,  and  a  false  coward  as  well,  saving  himself  at  the  cost 
of  her  life.  She  is  about  to  die,  when  Martin  Relph,  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  sees — what  none  of  the  others  can  see — a  figure  approaching — 

a  man,  it  sure  must  be  ! — 
Who  staggeringly,  stumblingly,  rises,  falls,  rises,  at  random  flings  his 
weight 

On  and  on,  anyhow  onward — a  man  that's  mad  he  arrives  too  late  ! 

Else  why  does  he  wave  a  something  white  high-flourished  above  his  head  %  . 

This  man  is  the  lover  with  a  pardon,  which  he  has  been  strug- 
gling and  waiting  to  get.  Martin  Relph  alone  sees  him,  but  says  not 
a  word ;  and  immediately  there  is  '  a  volley,  a  smoke,  and  the  clear- 
ing of  smoke,'  and  the  woman  ax5cused  lies  dead, — and  dead  too  sud- 
denly falls  on  the  level,  half  a  mile  off,  the  running  figure — 

Dead !  dead  as  she,  by  the  self-same  shot :  one  bullet  has  ended  both, 
Her  in  the  body  and  him  in  the  soul. 

Whose  fault  was  it?  'A  word,  cry,  gasp,  would  have  rescued 
both.'  But  Martin  Relph  did  not  give  that  cry.  Was  it  cowardice  ? 
was  it  something  worse  ? 
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jPriendBy  iook  you  here !    Suppose  .  .  .  suppose  .  .  .  But  mad  I  am, 
needs  must  be ! 

Judas  i^e  Damned  would  never  have  dared  such  ^  sin  as  I  dream  !  For, 
see! 

Suppose  I  had  sneakingly  loved  her  myself,  my  wretched  self,  and  dreamed 
In  the  heart  of  me  *  She  were  better  dead  than  happy  and  his  !  * — while 
gleamed 

A  light  from  hell  as  I  spied  the  pair  in  a  perfectest  embrace. 

He  the  saviour  and  she  the  saved, — ^bliss  bom  of  the  very  murder-place  ! 

*  No!'  he  cries;  'say  I  was  scared,  friends;  call  me  fool  and  coward, 
but  nothing  worse.'  It  is  like  the  tragical  moment  in  *  Daniel  Deronda,' 
when  Gwendolen  is  relieved  of  her  wretched  husband  by  an  accident 
about  which  her  mind  is  similarly  exercised.  Was  it  an  accident  ? 
or  did  she  murder  him  by  the  pause  of  half  fright,  half  horror,  half 
hatred — the  suggestion,  rapid  as  lightning,  that  flashed  through  her 
mind,  that  it  would  be  happiness  to  he  rid  of  him  and  his  ill-omened 
presence?  George  Eliot  gave  us  the  strained,  crazed,  fantastical 
doubt ;  but  she  did  not  give  us  the  strange  touch  of  sophistry  with 
which  Martin  Belph  makes  a  kind  of  capital  of  his  yearly  penance. 

A  cuff  on  the  brow  does  good : 
The  feel  of  it  hinders  a  worm  inside  which  bores  at  the  brain  for  food. 
For,  every  day  that  is  first  of  May,  on  the  hill-top,  here  stand  I, 
Martin  Kelph,  and  I  strike  my  brow,  and  publish  the  reason  why, 
When  there  gathers  a  crowd  to  mock  the  fool.    No  fool,  friends,  since  the 
bite 

Of  a  worm  inside  is  worse  to  bear  :  pray  Grod  I  have  baulked  him  quite  ! 

When  the  penance  is  over  the  old  man  ends  with  a  certain  satis- 
&ction :  '  Now  I  can  walk,  get  home  by  myself,  I  think,'  he  says — 
having  subdued  the  gnawing  of  his  worm  for  the  moment,  and  feding 
comfortable.  This  is  more  subtle  than  the  too  tragical  penitence  of 
Gwendolen.  The  irony  in  it  is  profound  and  keen,  yet  it  is  simple 
nature  all  the  same. 

'  Halbert  and  Hob '  is  what  may  he  called  a  Gothic  rendering 
of  a  classical  suggestion:  and  a  very  wild  and  fierce  story  it  is, 
Aristotle  gives  the  original  germ  of  the  tale  as  an  illustration  of  the 
hereditary  force  of  anger.  Mr.  Browning  takes  the  incident  with 
a  northern  sentiment,  less  scientific  but  more  touching : — 

'  Is  there  a  reason  in  nature  for  these  hard  hearts  % '    O  Lear, 
That  a  reason  out  of  nature  must  turn  them  soft,  seems  clear  ! 

is  his  conclusion.  The'  poem  brings  before  us  two  wild  men,  father 
and  son,  living  lawlessly,  their  hand  against  every  man,  in  some  wild 
comer  of  the  northern  dales  : — 

Inhabiting  one  homestead,  neither  a  hovel  nor  hut. 

Time  out  of  mind  their  birthright :  father  and  son,  these — but — 

Such  a  son,  such  a  father !    Most  wildness  by  degrees 

Softens  away ;  yet,  last  of  their  line,  the  wildest  and  worst  were  these. 
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They  are  hated  and  feared  on  all  sides,  and  herd  together,  with  a 
*  growling,  grudged  agreement,'  alone.  '  Still  beast  irks  beast  on  occa- 
sion,' and  '  one  Christmas  night  of  snow '  there  arose  a  quarrel  between 
them.  The  son  flies  at  the  father's  throat,  bidding  him  begone  out  of 
the  house,  a  summons  which  *the  mountainous  man,'  the  *  mammoth,' 
whose  seventy  years  had  not  broken  '  one  whipcord  nerve,'  receives 
with  an  extraordinary  stupor  of  non-resistance,  standing 

struck  mute,  much  as  a  sentry  stands, 
Patient  to  take  the  enemy's  fire  :  his  captain  so  commands. 

Half  bewildered  and  mad  with  fury,  the  son  rushes  at  the  aged  giant^ 
and  drags  him  to  the  door,  and  down  the  stairs,  until  they  reach  '  a 
certain  turn  in  the  steps,'  where  the  old  man  suddenly  faces  his  son 
and  speaks — in  words  slow  and  *  strangely  mild,'  though  the  young 
man's  clutch  is  still  on  his  neck : — 

'  Halbert,  on  such  a  night  of  a  Christmas  long  ago. 
For  such  a  cause,  with  such  a  gesture,  did  I  drag — so — 
My  father  down  thus  far  :  but,  softening  h^,  I  heard 
A  voice  in  my  heart,  and  stopped :  you  .wait  for  an  outer  word. 

*  For  your  own  sake,  not  mine,  soften  you  too  I  Untrod 
Leave  this  last  step  we  roach,  nor  brave  the  finger  of  God ! 
I  dared  not  pass  its  lifting  :  I  did  well.    I  nor  blame 
Nor  praise  you.    I  stopped  here :  Halbert,  do  you  the  same  !  * 

Straightway  the  son  relaxed  his  hold  of  the  father's  throat, 
They  mounted,  side  by  side,  to  the  room  again :  no  note 
Took  either  of  each,  no  sign  made  each  to  either :  last 
As  first,  in  absolute  silence,  their  Christmas-night  they  passed. 

In  the  morning  the  old  man  is  dead,  and  the  young  one  broken 
and  subdued.  He  goes  to  the  fimeral  tottering,  all  his  strength  gone, 
muttering  with  inarticulate  lips.  Swearing,  some  say — others,  praying 
— who  can  tell  ?  But  it  is  a  *  reason  out  of  nature,'  something  beyond 
our  ken,  no  movement  of  voluntary  virtue,  no  conscious  exercise  of 
will,  which  has  made  the  change.  This  is  Mr.  Browning's  method,  the 
deeper  point  of  suggestion  with  which  he  ends. 

The  finest  poem  in  the  book  is,  however,  that  called  *Ivan  Ivan- 
ovitch,'  in  which  once  more  an  old  story  is  taken  up  for  renewed  use, 
and  marked  with  the  sign-manual  of  the  poet  in  a  new  and  powerful 
turn.  The  key-note  of  the  tale  is  struck  by  a  remark  which  the  poet 
is  supposed  to  make,  *  Quoth  I  to  my  friend  the  Euss,'  about  the 
potency  of  the  Russian  axe  in  skilled  hands.  The  Buss  tells  all  the 
wonderful  tale  in  illustration  of  this.  One  portion  of  it  is  not  new :  it 
is  the  story,  in  the  first  place — a  horror  in  literature — of  the  wretched 
mother  who,  pursued  by  wolves,  throws  out  her  children  to  them  one 
by  one,  and  thus  saves  her  miserable  life.  It  opens  with  a  sketch 
of  the  Bussian  village  *on  the  great  main  road  'twixt  two  great 
solitudes,'  black  pine  woods  stretching  on  either  side,  traversed  only 
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by  this  *wide  bare  line'  of  the  imperial  highway,  and  specked, at 
long  distances  by  here  and  there  a  village : — 

Man's  inch  of  masterdom, — spot  of  life,  spirt  of  fire, — 
To  star  the  dark  and  dread,  lest  right  and  rule  expire. 

Early  on  a  winter's  morning  we  are  introduced  to  this  little  strong- 
hold of  humanity  in  the  midst  of  the  forestry — all  snow,. except 
the  middle  road,  ice-roughed  by  the  sledges — and  see  Ivan  Ivanovitch 
the  carpenter  working  at  *  a  huge  shipmast  trunk ' :  — 

About  him,  watched  the  work  his  neighbours  sheepskin-clad ; 
Each  bearded  mouth  puffed  steam,  each  grey  eye  twinkled  glad 
To  see  the  sturdy  arm  which,  never  stopping  play, 
Proved  strong  man's  blood  still  boils,  freeze  winter  as  he  may. 
Sadden  a  burst  of  beUs — 

and  into  the  midst  of  the  wondering  villagers,  all  collecting  at  the 
sound,  comes  a  sledge  drawn  by  an  exhausted  horse,  which  drops 

*  in  one  last  boimd  for  life '  as  it  reaches  the  village  square.  In 
the  sledge  lies  something  which  looks  like  a  frozen  corpse,  but  is 

*  Dmitri's  wife,'  not  dead,  and  whom  the  kind  cares  of  the  neigh- 
bours soon  bring  to  life  and  consciousness.  She  comes  to  herself 
with  a  horrible  scream, 

as  if  all  power  of  voice  withii;i  her  throat 
Poured  itself  wild  away  to  waste  in  one  dread  note  ! 

and  then  she  tells  her  still  more  horrible  tale.  The  flight  through 
the  dreadful  wood  after  the  wretched  woman  has  realised  that  the 
sound  she  bears  behind  her  is  '  the  pad  of  the  wolves  in  pursuit  of  the 
life  in  the  sledge ;'  the  wild  labouring  onward  of  the  terrified,  but 
faithful  horse  ;  the  terror  rising  to  madness ;  yet  the  frightful  calcu- 
lation that  runs  through  all — become  darkly  visible  before  us.  Mr. 
Browning  has  traced  with  extraordinary  effect  the  working  of  the 
woman's  mind,  the  instantaneous,  scarcely  conscious  impulse  of  self- 
defence,  the  horrible  undercurrent  of  comparison  and  reasoning : — 

Poor  Stibpka,  so  fooUsh  !  though  first 
Of  my  boy-brood,  he  was  not  the  best :  nay,  neighbours  have  called  him 
the  worst : 

He  was  puny,  an  undersized  slip, — a  darling  to  me,  all  the  same ! 
But  Httle  there  was  to  be  praised  in  the  boy,  and  a  plenty  to  blame. 

He  is  the  first  who  goes,  and  the  others  follow  in  succession.  The  poet's 
dissection  of  the  ignoble  soul  is  terrible.  She  comforts  herself — *  A 
luother  who  boasts  two  boys  was  always  accoimted  rich ' — as  the  sledge 
goes  on  with  wild  rumbling,  and  staggering  of  the  maddened  horse, 
while  the  wolves  tear  and  snarl  over  the  poor  little  victim  thrown  out 
to  them.  Her  pride  in  her  boys  has  served  her  for  love  so  far,  but 
<^not  stand  in  this  fiery  trial  against  her  warmer  love  of  herself; 
her  horrible  satisfaction,  settling  down  Ho  what  near  seems 
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content,*  when  she  hopes  the  danger  is  past,  though  at  the  cost  of 
her  first-bom ;  the  wild  renewal  of  terror  and  murderous  maddened 
impulse  ;  the  gleams  of  cold  reason  and  reflection  that  run 
through  all — are  given  with  wonderful  force.  One  catches  one's 
breath  as  one  rushes  through  the  rapid  breathless  narrative,  full  of 
passionate  excitement,  yet  of  sophistry  and  subtle  argument  and 
special  pleading,  which  is  impassioned  too,  in  the  terrible  effort  to 
prove  itself  something  less  guilty  than  it  is.  It  is  a  consolation  to 
think  this  is  not  the  main  interest  of  the  poem,  though  its  exciting 
force  for  the  moment  carries  all  before  it.  All  this  time,  however, 
Ivan  Ivanovitch,  leaning  on  his  axe,  is  listening  to  the  tale.  It  is 
he  who  has  brought  her  to  life  with  kind  warmth  of  his  hands  and 
tender  sympathy,  and  it  is  to  him  that  she  addresses  herself  pas- 
sionately at  the  end.  It  is  he,  she  says,  who  has  taken  the  haunting 
of  those  wolfish  eyes  out  of  her  mind : — 

*  'Tis  you  imharden  me,  you  thaw,  disperse  the  thing ! 
Only  keep  looking  kmd,  the  horror  will  not  cling. 
Your  face  smooths  fast  away  each  print  of  Satan.  Tears 
— ^What  good  they  do  !    Life's  sweet,  and  all  its  after-years, 
Iv4n  Ivanovitch,  I  owe  you !    Yours  am  I ! 
May  God  i-eward  you,  dear ! ' 

Down  she  sank.  Solemnly 
Iv^n  rose,  raised  his  axe, — for  fitly,  as  she  knelt, 
Her  head  lay  :  well-apart,  each  side,  her  arms  himg, — dealt 
Lightning-swift  thunder-strong  one  blow — no  need  of  more  ! 
Headless  she  knelt  on  still :  that  pine  was  sound  at  core 
(Neighbours  were  used  to  say) — cast-iron-kemeled — which 
Taxed  for  a  second  stroke  Iviin  Ivanovitch. 

The  man  was  scant  of  words  as  strokes.    *  It  had  to  be  : 
I  could  no  other  :  God  it  was  bade  **  Act  for  me  1 "  ' 
Then  stooping,  peering  roimd — what  is  it  now  he  lacks  1 
A  proper  strip  of  bark  wherewith  to  wipe  his  axe. 
Which  done,  he  turns,  goes  in,  closes  the  door  behind. 
The  others  mute  remain,  watching  the  blood-snake  wind 
Into  a  hiding-place  among  the  splinter-heaps. 

The  people  are  struck  dumb  by  this  sudden  catastrophe,  but 
after  a  while,  still  silent,  they  gather  the  remains  together,  and 
carry  them,  in  a  speechless  procession  overwhelmed  by  the  double 
horror,  to  the  open  space  opposite  the  church,  where  at  length  they 
all  sit  down  on  the  bank  of  snow,  every  one  in  the  village — ^men, 
women,  and  children — assembling  awe-stricken  to  know  what  is  to  be 
done. 

The  very  Jews  are  there : 
A  Gipsy-troop,  though  bound  with  horses  for  the  Fair, 
Squats  with  the  rest.    Each  heart  with  its  conception  seethes 
And  simmers,  but  no  tongue  speaks  :  one  may  say, — none  breathes. 

During  this  pause  the  heads  of  the  village  join  the  agitated 
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a^mbly :  the  pope — the  priest — *  hardly  alive,  so  old,  a  hundred 
years  at  least ; '  the  starosta  (the  head  of  the  commune) ;  and  the 
proprietor,  the  '  lord  of  the  land,  who  wields — and  none  demurs — a 
power  of  life  and  death.'  The  cause  is  then  argued  before  the 
mute,  passionately  excited  audience  on  the  snow,  all  the  eager  feces 
turning  from  one  to  another  of  the  speakers.  The  landlord  reluc- 
tantly declares  Ivan's  act  to  be,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  murder ;  but 
the  old  pope  gives  another  judgment.  Life,  he  says,  is  of  all  Q-od's 
gifts  the  most  precious,  and  the  mother  to  whom  God  has  entrusted 
*the  holy  task  of  giving  life  in  turn,'  is  its  chiefest  guardian. 
'Crowned  by  this  crowning  pride,'  what  shall  be  said  of  her  if  she 
discrowns  herself,  drops  from  'the  hand  God  trusted  with  life's 
torch,  kindled  to  light  the  world,'  that  sacred  fire,  because  a  spark 
RtiDgs  her  ? — is  she  to  be  allowed  to  live,  to  scorn  the  world  and  shame 
God  I  No !  the  assembly  with  one  voice  echoes  his  words :  Ivlin  Iv&no- 
vitch  is  no  murderer,  but  the  servant  of  God.  Then  the  elders  of 
the  assembly  troop  silently  to  the  house  which  alone  has  sent  no 
deputation  to  the  general  meeting.  They  listen  at  the  closed  door,  but 
finding  all  silent,  push  it  open  and  enter.    This  is  what  they  find : — 

Iv^ui  Ivknovitch 
Knelt,  building  on  the  floor  that  Kjemlin  rare  and  rich 
He  deftly  cut  and  carved  on  lazy  winter  nights. 
Some  five  young  faces  watched,  breathlessly,  as,  to  rights, 
Piece  upon  piece,  he  reared  the  fabric  nigh  complete. 
St^ba,  Ivan's  old  mother,  sat  spinning  by  the  heat 
Of  the  oven  where  his  wife  K4tia  stood  baking  bread. 
Ivan's  self,  as  he  turned  his  honey-coloured  haad. 
Was  just  in  act  to  drop,  'twixt  fir-cones,— each  a  dome, — 
The  soooped-out  yellow  gourd  presumably  the  home 
Of  Kolokol  the  Big :  the  bell,  therein  to  hitch, 
— An  acom-cup — ^was  ready :  Iviln  Iv^novitch 
Turned  with  it  in  his  mouth. 

They  told  him  he  was  free 
As  air  to  walk  abroad.    *  How  otherwise  1'  asked  he. 

We  think  that,  notwithstanding  a  few  harsh  rhymes  and  awkward 
words  (the  above  astonishing  line  about '  the  bell  therein  to  hitch  ^ 
among  others),  which  will  we,  nill  we,  we  are  obliged  to  accept  from 
Mr.  Browning — his  wayward  toll  and  tribute,  to  be  paid  by  all  whom  he 
carries  along  the  great  and  nobly  flowing  river  of  song — we  have  read 
few  things  finer  than  this  grand  ballad,  if  so  it  may  be  called.  The 
peasant's  rude,  primitive,  but  noble  sense  of  justice,  unreflecting,  un- 
hesitating, contrasts  in  the  most  forcible  way  with  the  fluttering 
frenzy  of  the  woman,  her  brain  sharpened  by  need  to  every  subterfuge 
of  casuistry,  the  desperate  skill  of  self-defence.  The  poet  knows 
better  than  to  leave  in  us  any  emotions  of  pity  for  the  ignoble 
creature  who  can  anticipate  the  sweetness  of  life's  after  years  after  the 
tragedy  she  has  lived  through;  and  the  calm  of  the  executioner  is  noble, 
not  cruel,  as  it  might  so  easily  have  been  made  to  appear.  Thus 
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once  more  the  foundation  of  story,  not  original,  and  something  too  | 
horrible  for  ordinary  treatment,  is  ennobled  by  the  new  element  in  it,  ! 
the  new  setting  and  moral.    Any  possible  reproach  as  to  the  absence  I 
of  invention  shown  in  the  choice  of  these  old  tales  is  thus  met  and 
extinguished  in  the  most  noble  way. 

We  cannot  conclude,  however,  without  an  energetic  protest 
against  '  Ned  Bratts.'  Some  foolish  worshippers  in  the  press  have, 
we  see,  been  persuading  Mr.  Browning  that  it  is  a  fine  poem.  We 
wonder  that  his  own  lingers  were  not  pulled  from  the  joints  as  he 
wrote  those  dislocated  and  dislocating  pages.  Ned  Bratts  and  his 
wife  Tab,  odious  criminals  of  the  very  worst  class,  get  suddenly  con- 
verted by  Bunyan  in  prison,  and  rush  wildly  into  the  court  at '  Bedford 
Special  Assize,'  when  the  bench  and  the  jury  and  all  the  audience 
are  sweltering  with  heat  (of  which  Mr.  Browning  spares  us  not  one 
detail),  and  in  great  want  of  an  excitement — and  suddenly  confessing 
a  mass  of  undiscovered  crimes,  demand  with  much  earnestness  to  be 
hanged,  making  which  prayer — 

the  mass  of  man  sank  meek  upon  his  knees, 
While  Tab,  alongside,  wheezed  a  hoarse  *  Do  hang  us,  please ! ' 

Mr.  Browning  informs  us  that  there  was  *  no  eye  but  ran  with  tears 
at  this  moment but  for  our  part  we  have  much  ado  to  believe  that 
he  can  mean  us  to  do  anything  but  laugh.  The  ridiculous  here  is 
certainly  much  too  close  to  the  sublime ;  and  we  fear  we  shall  have 
still  a  losing  battle  to  fight  for  him  so  long  as  he  will  mistake  the 
grotesque  for  the  great — so  strange  a  mistake  for  one  who  is  capable 
of  the  noblest  work,  and  whose  mind  can  give  originality  and  novel 
form,  by  touching  them,  to  the  oldest  fables !  Let  us  at  least  take 
comfort  that  after  so  many  eccentricities  he  has  consented  to  let  us 
have  so  fine  a  poem  as  *  Ivin  Iv^novitch.'  It  is  enough  to  cover  a 
multitude  of  sins. 
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A  Government  on  its  Defence. 

OPINIONS  may  diflfer  on  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  change ;  but  it 
can  hardly  be  questioned  that  a  change  of  a  very  grave  kind  has 
been  wrought  during  the  last  year  and  a  half  in  the  relations  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  British  Empire.  In  the  councils  of  the  State 
more  account  has  been  made  of  the  Empire,  and  less  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Throughout  the  country  at  large  an  imcomfortable  feeling 
has  begun  to  stir  that  it  no  longer  stands  where  it  stood  formerly. 
Ministers,  fix)m  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  and  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke 
to  Mr.  Cross  and  Sir  StaflFord  Northcote,  assure  us  that  we  are  in  a 
greatly  improved  position ;  but  the  most  uncompromising  advocate 
cannot  deny  that  at  all  events  the  position  of  British  policy  has  shifted. 
Not  only  Liberals  are  sensible  of  uneasiness  at  finding  themselves 
gradually  edged,  whether  backwards  or  forwards,  to  the  unknown. 
Conservative  enthusiasm  betrays  the  same  suspicion,  though  in  this 
case  partisans  persuade  themselves  that  the  alteration  is  all  for  the 
better.  Fortunately  for  the  balance  of  national  policy,  there  exists, 
besides  Liberals  and  Conservatives,  a  huge  mass  of  floating  opinion, 
neither  definitely  Liberal  nor  definitely  Conservative.  It  is  this 
which  decides  party  contests,  ranking  itself  now  on  one  side,  now  on 
ihe  other.  At  the  last  general  election  it  turned  the  scale  against 
Mr.  Gladstone's  Government.  On  its  bias  within  the  next  twelve 
months  will  depend  the  issue  of  the  pending  conflict  between  the 
present  Opposition  and  the  present  Cabinet.  How  this  somewhat 
chaotic  body  will  incline  at  the  polling  booths  in  the  course  of  1880 
cannot  be  predicted  with  certainty.  So  much  at  least  may  be  said, 
that  it  shares  the  perplexity  of  Liberals  as  to  the  point  whither  the 
kingdom's  policy  is  tending.  No  single  issue  is  or  is  likely  to  be 
before  the  country  on  which  the  nation  will  be  required  to  choose 
between  Lord  Hartington  and  Lord  Granville,  and  Lord  Beaconsfield 
and  Sir  Stafford  Northcote.  On  the  Eastern  Question  the  two  great 
parties  were  opposed  to  each  other ;  but  the  British  people  cannot  be 
said  to  have  sided  with  the  Liberal  chiefs.  When  a  majority  in  the 
Cabinet  repudiated  Lord  Derby's  policy  of  a  watchful  neutrality,  public 
opinion  felt  no  shock.  The  measures  taken  to  defend  Constanti- 
nople and  Gullipoli  from  a  coup  de  main  seemed  to  be  sanctioned 
by  the  nation.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  Foreign  Secretary 
brought  back  from  Berlin  *  peace  with  honour.'  Their  success  was 
extolled  as  something  heroic.  Scarcely  a  sound  was  heard  but  of  uni- 
versal jubilation.  Yet  the  country  all  the  time  knew  that  the 
secret  convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia,  the  cession  of 
Cyprus,  and  the  guarantee  of  Turkey  in  Asia,  left  it  some  steps  from 
where  it  had  stood  at  the  Constantinople  conference.    Every  point  in 
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the  Ministerial  policy  was  applauded.  But  the  applause  was  applause 
at  an  adventure  which  might  turn  out  profitable,  but  which  was  con- 
fessedly speculative.  The  Afghan  difficulty  arose;  and  again  the 
nation  acquiesced  in  a  menace  of  war  followed  very  speedily  by  the 
reality.  Indian  trade  was  already  so  disorganised  that  the  middle 
and  commercial  classes  were  almost  ready  to  believe  that  Shere  Ali's 
coquetries  with  Tashkend  were  connected  with  the  failure  of  the  City 
of  Q-lasgow  Bank.  At  any  rate,  in  their  compulsory  leisure  it  was 
agreeable  to  be  afforded  some  excitement.  Yet  the  enthusiasm  for 
the  invasion  of  Afghanistan  was  obviously  of  a  very  different  kind  to 
that  which  greeted  the  blossoms  without  fruit  of  the  Berlin  Congress. 
Beneath  the  championship  of  Lord  Lytton's  and  Lord  Salisbury's  policy 
might  be  felt  a  mistrust  that  British  policy  had  shifted  and  was 
shifting. 

The  Zulu  war  followed,  and  the  impression  of  instability 
became  stronger  still.  At  the  same  time  the  habit  of  expecting 
surprises  has  grown  more  confirmed.  There  was  a  period  when  the 
public  would  have  experienced  no  astonishment  had  it  heard  that  war 
was  proclaimed  in  any  part  of  Asia  or  Africa,  and  for  any  object.  At 
each  point  in  the  transition  the  Ministry  invited — after  the  event — 
the  concurrence  both  of  Parliament  and  of  the  country.  After  the 
event.  Parliament  and  the  coimtry  at  each  stage  accorded  an  indem- 
nity to  its  rulers.  At  each  stage  the  national  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
of  the  course  pursued  might  be  less  assured  ;  but  in  the  same  propor^ 
tion  the  resistance  to  a  policy  because  it  was  novel  has  gone  oa. 
diminishing.  In  this  phenomenon  the  ministerialist  rank  and  file 
discover  evidence  that  the  coimtry  is  with  them.  On  the  contrary, 
it  proves  nothing  but  that  the  country,  not  understanding  whither  it 
is  being  conducted,  hag  for  the  moment  transferred  the  entire  respon- 
sibility to  its  official  representatives.  AfVhen  it  opens  ite  eyes  and 
perceives,  what  it  already  suspects,  that  as  vast  a  space  separates  it 
from  the  platform  above  as  from  the  platform  it  has  been  tempted  to 
leave  below.  Ministers  will  have  to  account  for  having  removed  the 
landmarks  of  national  policy  as  if  they  had  never  received  a  vote  of 
confidence  at  Westminster,  or  been  acclaimed  at  Charing  Cross  and  €tfc 
Knightsbridge.  Even  now  symptoms  may  be  discerned  that  the 
country,  which  is  neither  Liberal  nor  Conservative,  is  putting  th^n 
on  their  defence. 

It  does  not  follow  that  because  the  attitude  of  the  country  has 
altered,  it  has  altered  for  the  worse.  It  does  not  even  follow  that, 
if  the  alteration  be  for  the  worse,  any  statesman  or  either  party 
is  responsible  for  the  deterioration.  For  the  purposes  of  our  present 
inquiry  tlie  accoimt  of  gain  and  loss  can  be  more  coxiveniently 
made  up  hereafter.  The  several  shares  of  responsibility  will  h*ve  to 
be  distributed  when  we  have  considered  the  difference  in  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country  now  and  eighteen  months  ago.  Even  a  short 
twelvemonth  back  neither  England  nor  British  India  itself  was  aware 
of  any  special  danger  threatening  our  Eastern  Empire  from  without. 
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The  consequences  of  the  famine  were  still  being  felt  financially* 
Financial  remedies  were  in  operation  to  cure  the  past  and  to  guard 
the  future.    Danger  may  have  been  brooding  over  the  peninsula. 
The  country  has  been  told  with  great  confidence  that  there  had  long 
been  imminent  danger  by  statesmen  who  previously  had  been  per- 
petually denying  the  fact.    Obviously  it  is  open  to  them  to  say  that 
they  are  now  better  informed.    If  they  do  not  say  it,  human  weak- 
ness may  be  forgiven  for  reluctance  to  admit  that  it  was  not  so  wise 
and  sagacious  before  as  after  the  event.    That  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote  was  tranquil  on  the  politics  of  Central  Asia,  that  Lord  Salisbury 
recommended  alarmists  of  the  school  of  Sir  Henry  Rawlinson  and  Sir 
Bartle  Frere  to  take  to  the  study  of  larger  maps,  is  no  evidence  that 
tiiey  were  right  then  any  more  than  they  are  right  in  affirming  the 
exact  contrary  now.    But  it  is,  at  all  events,  undeniable  that  the 
prospect  seemed  more  smiling  in  those  days.    Suddenly  it  dawned 
upon  Conservative  politicians  that  a  storm  was  blowing  up  from  the 
KhybCT.    The  plains  of  India  were  pictured  lying  at  the  feet  of  au 
invading  Eussian  army,  pioneered  by  an  army  from  Cabul.    It  was  an 
uncomfortable  revelation ;  but,  such  as  it  was,  the  peril  is  now  repre- 
sented as  conjured  away  by  the  policy  of  the  Foreign  Office.  The 
passes  through  which  Bussia  was  to  hurl  herself  upon  the  Punjab  are 
surrendered,  so  far  as  Yakoob  Khan  has  any  power  to  surrender 
them,  to  the  Indian  Government.    The  Ameer  has  made  a  qualified 
oession  of  part  of  his  hereditary  dominions  to  British  keeping.  He 
has  agreed  to  have  no  foreign  policy  except  such  as  Great  Britain 
may  inspire.    To  provide  the  Viceroy  with  the  means  of  framing  a 
foreign  policy  for  Cabul,  a  British  Kesideot  is  to  watch  the  politics 
of  the  Khanates  from  an  eyrie  in  the  Ameer's  capitol.  Subordination 
implies  protection.    If  the  Ameer  has  become  the  mere  mouthpiece 
of  the  Indian  Government  in  negotiating  with  his  naighty  neighbour 
in  the  north,  he  has  gained  a  reciprocal  right  to  claim  our  aid 
against  menaces  firom  the  same  quarter.     In  proportion  as  he 
can  invoke  our  aid,  Bussia  wiU  have  established  a  moral  claim  to 
an  indenmity  for  injmries  she  may  suffer,  or  conceive  she  has 
soffered,  from  a  British  feudatory.    Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord 
Salisbury  would  maintain  that  the  risk  from  leaving  Afghanistan  free 
to  intrigue  with  the  Bussian  viceroy  at  Tashkend  exceeds  the  risk 
from  pledging  ourselves  virtually  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the 
Ameer  to  his  neighbours  in  Persia  and  the  Khanates,  and  for  their 
good  behaviour  towards  him.    With  that  question  for  the  present  we 
have  here  nothing  to  do.    All  we  are  now  concerned  to  show  is,  that 
the  very  thing  Lord  Lawrence  and  his  school  of  Eastern  politicians 
have  succeeded  for  the  past  twenty  years  in  avoiding  has  come  to 
pass.    For  all  the  purposes  of  international  relations  Great  Britain 
and  Russia  are  conterminous  Asiatic  Powers. 

The  diange,  it  may  be  argued,  is  in  idea  chiefly.  It  may  be  said 
that  the  Ameer  of  Cabul  only  now  recognises  our  title  to  do  what 
we  always  should  have  done  whenever  a  special  state  of  circum- 
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stances  occurred.  If  that  be  so,  so  much  the  less  justifiable  would  be 
the  commotion  raised  to  do  nothing  at  all.  In  feet,  the  change  is  a 
real  change.  A  very  few  years,  or  perhaps  months,  will  prove  that 
the  treaty  marks  the  end  in  domestic  as  well  as  in  foreign  affairs  of 
the  independence  of  Afghanistan.  But  that  is  matter  of  opinion. 
It  is  not  matter  of  opinion  that  we  have  pledged  ourselves  to  our- 
selves to  assert  our  mastery  of  the  passes  into  Afghanistan.  The 
Ameer  has  given  us  the  passes ;  we  shall  be  curious  to  know  what 
expenditure  of  men  and  money  against  the  wild  tribes  which  claim 
them  for  their  own  will  be  required  before  we  can  tranquilly  enjoy 
the  Ameer's  gift.  His  concession  resembles  the  transfer  by  the 
keeper  of  a  menagerie  of  the  property  in  an  escaped  tiger  to  the 
policeman  on  the  beat.  An  army  has  been  keeping  those  passes 
open.  An  army  will  be  needed  to  keep  them  open.  The  600,000^. 
estimated  for  the  expenses  of  the  Afghan  expedition  last  year,  and 
the  2,ooo,oooZ.  for  this  year,  are  a  mere  earnest  of  the  financial 
drain  which  has  now  been  established  on  the  British  frontier. 
The  Famine  Insurance  Fund  may  be  regarded  as  having,  by  a  flagrant 
breach  of  public  good  faith,  been  permanently  converted  into  a 
Khyber  garrison  fund.  General  Strachey  lately  denied  on  his 
brother's  behalf  that  any  guarantee  was  ever  given  against  the  di- 
version of  the  fund  to  supply  an  exceptional  deficit.  He  would 
scarcely  deny  that  the  new  annexations  import  either  the  diversion  of 
the  fund  in  perpetuity,  or  the  creation  of  at  least  an  equivalent 
new  charge.  None  can  fail  to  perceive  the  difference  between  the  past 
and  the  present,  with  a  new  element  like  this  of  expenditure  and 
anxiety  added  to  the  growing  burden  of  the  Indian  Empire  upon 
itself  and  upon  these  islands.  Conservative  politicians  and  their 
organs  in  the  press  have  been  speaking  as  if  the  Afghan  war  were  a 
thing  of  the  past.  Its  real  difficulties  are  only  just  conmiencing. 
Lord  Lawrence  and  Lord  Northbrook  never  questioned  the  downfall 
of  the  Ameer's  power  before  a  British  expedition.  Lord  Carnarvon 
last  autumn  warned  the  country,  not  so  much  against  the  possible 
perils  of  an  invasion,  only  then  contemplated,  of  Afghanistan,  as 
against  the  perils  of  an  occupation.  He  explained  that  the  real 
question  to  be  solved  was  how,  when  the  Ameer  Shere  Ali  should 
have  collapsed  before  us,  we  should  deal  with  the  responsibilities  his 
ruin  would  transfer  to  us.  The  shout  of  Conservative  triumph  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  Afghan  difficulty  is  still  echoing,  when  it  appears 
that  the  difficulty  has  not  been  concluded  at  all.  We  have  received 
from  the  new  Ameer  the  cession  of  a  right  to  occupy  roads  which 
the  late  Ameer  himself  could  not  traverse  without  paying  black 
mail.  We  have  bargained  with  Cabul  for  the  right  to  subjugate  free- 
booters Cabul  could  never  tame  for  the  sake  of  rounding  off  a  scientific 
frontier.  The  result  of  our  triumphant  ejcpedition  into  a  comer  of 
Afghanistan  is  a  sulky  permission  to  wage  other  triumphant  wars  with 
the  Mohmands  and  the  Afridis.  In  the  meantime,  the  most  experi- 
enced Indian  statesmen  declare  that  the  old  frontier  was  more 
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defensible  than  the  new.  They  see  nothing  scientific  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  passes  into  a  savage  wilderness  of  mountains  beset  by  a 
multitude  of  suspicious  and  plundering  tribes.  Were  the  danger 
real  of  an  attempt  in  the  near  future  by  Bussia  to  invade  India 
through  Afghanistan,  it  would  still,  we  believe  with  Lord  Law- 
rence, have  been  safer  to  meet  her  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
mountain  barrier  Under  pressure  of  anxiety  to  meet  half-way  a 
peril  which  might  never  have  become  actual,  we  have  quitted  a  posi- 
tion in  which  we  were  safe.  In  any  case  the  difficidties,  military 
and  financial,  of  the  Indian  Empire  have,  as  was  shown  in  last 
month^s  debate  on  the  Indian  Budget,  been  cruelly  aggravated 
by  the  blow .  we  have  aimed  at  Afghan  independence*  With  a 
scientific  frontier,  it  was  promised  us  that  the  English  garrison  of 
India  might  be  diminished.  British  India  was  almost  depicted  as 
having  bSen  converted  into  an  island.  A  suflBcient  commentary  on 
the  relief  the  Ameer's  submission  has  brought  was  the  contem- 
poraneous announcement  that  the  British  forces  which  were  dragging 
the  Indian  exchequer  into  insolvency  could  not  at  present  be  reduced. 
The  war  seems  to  us  to  have  been  begun  without  good  cause,  and 
to  have  been  prosecuted  without  a  plan.  If  its  objects  were  worth 
effecting,  they  might  have  been  accomplished  by  diplomacy  more 
fully  than  by  war.  The  Ameer  might  have  been  trained  into  a 
friend  and  lieutenant  instead  of  a  discontented  dependent.  Far 
from  guarding  his  frontier  for  our  protection,  he  may  have  to  invoke 
us  to  guard  it  for  him.  But  be  the  ends  good  or  bad,  necessary  or 
snperfluous,  whether  they  have  been  achieved  with  consummate 
success,  or  have  repaid  national  sacrifices  with  counterfeits  of  the 
avowed  objects,  there  can  be  no  doubt  or  controversy  that  the  ex- 
ternal responsibilities  of  and  on  behalf  of  British  India  since  last 
year  have  been  enlarged  and  supplemented.  A  new  task  has  been 
accepted  which  we  do  not  believe  will  bring  profit  eventually,  and 
which  must  certainly  impose  heavy  charges  now. 

The  Zulu  war  suggests  a  similar  train  of  reflections.  In  that 
as  in  the  Afghan  expedition  may  be  seen  a  sudden  plimge  out  of 
what  appeared  a  condition  of  tranquillity  into  chaos.  We  are  told 
by  Sir  Bartle  Frere  that  we  were  standing  already  on  the  brink  of 
chaos.  Only  we  did  not  know  it.  The  reason  he  offers  for  his 
apprehensions  is  the  brave  and  determined  army  at  the  command  of 
Cetewayo.  Sir  Bartle  Frere  cannot,  at  the  moment  he  made  war,  have 
thought  that  army  extraordinarily  formidable;  for  he  despatched 
against  it  a  force  he  now  admits  to  have  been  entirely  insuflBcient. 
He  will  now  point  to  the  proved  disproportion  between  the  attack 
and  the  defence  at  Isandlana  as  evidence  the  more  of  the  justice 
of  his  alarm.  Sir  Bartle  Frere  assumes  that  a  neighboiur's  mili- 
tary strength  is  ample  ground  for  proclaiming  war  against  him.  He 
seems  to  comprehend  as  little  as  Lord  Lytton  that  a  formidable 
savage  or  semi-savage  neighbour  may  be  fought  by  diplomacy  as  well 
as  arms.    Patience  and  vigilance  might  have  kept  the  Zulu  king 
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from  aggressive  movements.  Power  strained  like  his  is  seldom  long- 
lived.  Within  a  few  years  the  accumulation  of  his  military  resources 
would  doubtless  have  broken  up  and  slipped  away.  Sir  Bartle 
Frere  may  deny  the  right  of  one  in  his  position  to  rely  upon 
possibilities,  Hie  denial  does  not  come  fittingly  from  the  lips  of 
a  statesman  who  is  shown  by  the  fatality  of  Isandjana  to  have  relied 
much  upon  them. .  In  any  case  he  cannot  deny,  and  certainly  he 
would  be  very  sorry  to  deny,  the  greatness  of  the  difference  between 
the  responsibilities  under  which  we  supposed  ourselves  to  Ke  a  year 
ago  in  South  Africa,  and  those  we  know  we  now  have  to  bear.  Eng- 
iMid  may  have  simply  been  blissfully  ignorant ;  but,  in  error  or  not^ 
it  cannot  be  questioned  that  she  (Ud  not  suspect  the  danger 
from  the  Zulu  forces  which  Sir  Bartle  Frere  discerned  in  them. 
England  is  less  well  off  than  she  esteemed  herself  a  year  ago  by  the 
charges  present  and  prospective  of  a  war  with  the  most  powerful  of 
African  nations. 

We  have  spoken  first  of  the  new  foreign  relations  of  England  in 
India  and  Africa ;  for  Conservatives  themselves  have  ceased  to  dilate 
on  the  strength  added  to  the  kingdom  by  the  Berlin  Treaty.  A  few 
months  ago  they  and  the  Cabinet  were  congratulating  each  other  on 
the  success  won  diplomatically  over  Bussia.  At  Berlin  the  world,  we 
^ere  told,  was  tranquillised  through  the  resolution  of  Lord  Beacons- 
^eld  and  Lord  Salisbury.  Conservatives  are  no  longer  apt  to  boast 
themselves  of  the  Congress.  The  British  Ministers  at  the  Congress 
exulted  especially  in  the  retention  of  Turkey's  right  to  garrison  the 
Balkans.  Now  it  appears  that  the  right  is  to  be  let  drop  into  abey- 
ance. They  thought  they  had  appeased  the  territorial  aspirations  of 
Greece.  The  Powers  have  had  as  much  difficulty  since  the  Congress 
in  prevailing  on  the  Porte  to  negotiate  seriously  with  Athens,  as  if 
the  Congress  had  never  sketched  an  arrangement  between  them. 
Turkey  seems  no  stronger  for  the  decision  of  the  European  conclave, 
which  in  stripping  off  many  of  her  provinces  was  supposed  to  have 
consolidated  the  rest.  Her  finances  are  no  better  administered.  She 
is  more  insolvent  than  ever.  The  internal  happiness  of  Asia  Minor 
lias  undergone  no  improvement  from  a  recognition  of  the  British 
right  to  improve  it.  That  is  a  possible  incumbrance  on  our  re- 
sources. The  annexation  of  Cyprus  is  an  actual  load.  The  champions 
of  the  Government  assert  that  only  the  promptness  and  pertinacity 
of  the  Ministers  saved  the  kingdom  from  great  e\dl8  in  the  present 
and  far  greater  in  the  future.  We  find  no  semblance  of  evidence  that 
these  present  and  future  evils  existed  otherwise  than  in  imagination. 
But  the  strongest  partisan  can  hardly  assert  that  the  ministerial 
adventures  have  not  added  to  the  liabilities  of  the  State.  Wars  and 
menaces  of  wars  always  leave  a  brood  of  future  difficulties  behind 
them.  They  are,  however,  undertaken  commonly  to  loosen  or  cut 
knots.  The  object  of  the  English  foreign  pplicy  in  the  past  year 
and  a  half  might,  to  judge  by  effects,  have  simply  been  to  entitle  Great 
Britain  to  charge  herself  with  new  and  interminable  obligations. 
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states  can  seldom  obtain  an  aggrandisement  without  accepting 
obligations.  Liability  to  loss  may  fairly  be  incurred  in  view  of  an 
equivalent  gain.  The  need  of  confirming  a  cohquest,  or  of  weak- 
enii^  an  adversary,  sometimes  drives  States  to  take  a  step  forwards 
When  they  would  gladly  have  remained  stationary.  But  at  any  rate 
they  may  be  expected  to  endeavour  to  secure  a  base  for  their  future 
operations,  and  to  have  satisfied  themselves  that  the  prize  is  worth 
the  price.  The  difficulty,  in  measuring  the  policy  of  the  past 
eighteen  months,  is  to  discover  what  vantage  ground  we  have  occu- 
pied to  cover  the  risks  we  have  undertaken.  We  -havfe  bound  our- 
selves to  defend  Asia  Minor  against  attack.  But  we  have  not  pledged 
the  Porte  to  let  us  enter  in  to  see  that  Asia  Minor  is  made  defensible. 
The  leasing  of  Cyprus  from  the  Sultan  is  all  we  have  done  towards 
enabling  us  to  prepare  for  a  friendly  occupation  of  the  neighbouring 
continent.  Unfortunately  the  geographical  circumstances  of  Cyprus 
are  such  that,  were  an  army  destined  for  Asia  Minor,  it  would 
certainly  not  be  quartered  in  Cyprus  as  a  preliminary  to  its  disem- 
barkation on  the  opposite  coast.  The  guarantee  is  altogether  one- 
fided.  Turkey  has  given  us  no  means  or  title  to  combine  her 
resources  with  our  own  against  aggression.  Were  Turkey  exposed  to 
invasion,  and  willing  to  accept  aid  from  England  on  English  terms, 
and  were  England  ready  to  grant  it,  the  secret  treaty  of  London  would 
be  absolutely  superfluous.  We  should  be  entreated  to  do  what  we  have 
now  obliged  ourselves  to  do.  If  Tmrkey  courted  invasion — as  in  son^e 
of  the  varying  moods  of  her  rulers  might  easily  happen — England  is 
not  rendered  by  the  secret  treaty  more  capable  of  forcing  her  way  in 
to  push  the  rival  invader  out,  than  she  Would  have  been  in  defaidt  of  a 
treaty.  Again,  we  attacked  the  Ameer  of  Afghanistan  to  punish  him 
for  his  intrigues  with  Kussia,  and  to  deter  the  Afghans  from  such 
intrigues  in  future.  The  Ameer's  son  and  successor  has  admitted 
his  inability  to  withstand  us.  But  we  have  rendered  him  neither 
able  nor  more  desirous  to  treat  our  enemies  as  his  enemies.  Stra- 
tegical authorities  of  commanding  eminence  allege  that  we  have 
Bot  by  the  concessions  we  have  extorted  qualified  ourselves  to  withstand 
an  invasion  from  the  north-west  niore  successfully  behind  the  new 
frontier  than  behind  the  old.  Strategical  authorities  the  most 
friendly  to  the  war  do  not  pretend  that  the  new  frontier  is  a  frontier 
at  all  until  we  have  conquered  it  by  main  force.  The  home  Govern- 
ment adopted  the  operations  already  conmienced  by  the  High  Com- 
missioner against  Zululand  without  counting  their  cost  or  the  worth 
of  success.  Even  now  it  knows  so  little  of  the  possible  advantages 
of  the  enterprise,  that  it  is  utterly  incompetent  to  make  up  its  mind 
whether,  in  the  event  of  absolute  victory,  it  would  accept  the  whole 
of  Cetewayo's  kingdom  as  a  gift. 

Recently  a  change  may  be  observed  in  the  tone  of  the  professed 
advocates  of  the  Government.  Much  was  at  one  time  heard  of 
Cyprus,  much  of  Candahar  and  Jellalabad.  Even  an  annexation  of 
Zululand  had  its  advocates  once.     Material  compensations  were 
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reckoned  upon  in  return  for  State  sacrifices.  That  temper  has 
heen  strangely  modified.  A  reiteration  of  the  gains  made  by  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin,  the  annexation  of  Cyprus,  and  the  assumption  of  a 
title  to  protect  Asia  Minor,  would  sound  now  like  burlesque.  To  any 
complaint  of  the  formidable  augmentations  of  British  responsibilities 
the  favourite  reply  is  not  an  enumeration  of  the  corresponding  re- 
sources we  have  accumulated  to  bear  them,  but  a  personal  retort. 
Critics  of  the  Government  are  told  that,  had  they  been  in  the 
place  of  the  Conservative  Ministry,  they  must  have  acted  exactly 
in  the  same  way.  A  kind  of  overruling  and  tyrannical  necessity  is 
imaged  installed  behind  a  curtain  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  dic- 
tating each  Cabinet  minut^e.  A  necessity,  it  may  be  granted,  existed 
for  protecting  Constantinople  from  capture  by  a  Russian  army.  No 
necessity  existed  for  attempting  the  work  single-handed.  No  more 
extraordinary  paradox  can  well  be  imaging  than  that  Austria, 
France,  and  even  Berlin  and  Rome,  would  have  looked  on  while 
Constantinople  was  being  delivered  up  to  the  Slav.  The  piles  of 
State  papers  the  Foreign  OflBce  has  been  so  profuse  in  issuing  to  the 
world  long  after  ail  interest  in  them  had  subsided,  nowhere  indicate 
any  real  effort  by  the  British  Government  to  combine  the  Powers 
for  the  neutralisation  of  Constantinople.  Until  it  be  proved  that 
the  safety  of  Constantinople  was  uncared  for  by  its  natural  cham- 
pions other  than  Great  Britain,  it  cannot  be  accounted  necessary 
that  Great  Britain  should  have  asserted  a  monopoly  of  inter- 
national responsibilities.  No  necessity  certainly  lay  upon  the 
champion  of  the  integrity  of  Turkey  to  snatch  at  part  of  the  spoils 
it  was  affecting  to  rescue  from  the  grasp  of  the  Czar.  So  far  from 
alleging  the  existence  of  any  necessity  to  crush  Cetewayo,  the  Con- 
servative Government  has  steadfastly  refused  to  sanction  the  theories 
of  Sir  Bartle  Frere  on  an  exigency  it  apparently  suspects  to  have 
been  bom  in  Sir  Bartle's  own  brain.  Yet  we  have  had  no  ground 
given  us  hitherto  for  hope  that  the  instructions  to  Sir  Garnet 
Wolseley  to  make  a  quick  end  of  an  unpopular  war  contemplate  any 
other  termination  to  it  than  the  same  extirpation  of  the  king's  power 
which  was  the  object  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere  himself.  The  spectacle  is 
fortunately  rare  of  a  war  conducted  by  a  Government  which  had 
distinctly  forbidden  it.  The  Government  may  perhaps  allege  that  it 
has  been  an  unwilling  agent.  But  such  a  plea  of  necessity  is  an  ex- 
traordinary confession  of  incapacity  to  impress  its  will  on  its  own 
subordinates.  Finally,  the  Afghan  war  was  necessary  if  the  Indian 
Government  were  simply  destitute  of  the  diplomatic  apparatus  which 
had  procured  for  Russia  her  influence  at  the  Court  of  Cabul.  It  was 
necessary  if  a  jealous  despot  like  Shere  All  were  likely  to  have 
cemented  a  firm  alliance  with  the  Power  which  had  annihilated  the 
independence  of  his  fellow  khans  in  Central  Asia.  It  was  necessary 
if  Great  Britain  have  no  other  resource  in  smoothing  relations  with 
her  neighbours  than  physical  force.  It  was  necessary,  if  British 
power  be  so  sensitive  to  the  frowns  of  a  petty  neighbouring  prince 
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thftt  it  could  not  have  safely  allowed  him  to  have  his  sulk  out  in  his 
own  comer. 

The  charge  against  the  Conservative  G-ovemment  is  not  so  much 
that  its  objects  have  been  misconceived,  as  that  it  has  exhibited 
ranarkable  obtuseness  or  perversity  in  the  choice  of  means.  One  or 
two  members  of  the  Grovemment  may  have  a  sentimental  preference 
for  the  Turks  over  their  Greek  and  Slav  subjects.  But  the  majority 
of  ministers  probably  have  no  warmer  love  than  their  opponents  for  the 
Porte.  They  feared  to  see  Constantinople  in  the  hands  of  Bussia ; 
and  the  Lib^l  party,  as  a  whole,  would  concur  in  that  apprehension. 
The  Conservative  Cabinet,  however,  acted  as  if  there  were  no 
alternative  between  sanctioning  a  Bussian  occupation  of  the  Ottoman 
capital  and  a  threat  of  war  between  this  country  and  the  Czar.  The 
attitude  of  English  diplomacy  had  pitted  England  against  Bussia  as 
a  principal.  Her  true  position  was  that  of  a  friendly  colleague  with 
Austria,  France,  and  Germany  in  the  deliberations  which  ^ould  be 
held  for  restoring  peace  on  a  reasonable  basis.  In  the  final  scenes 
of  the  war  she  assumed  a  demeanour  which  relieved  Austria  herself 
fit)m  the  primary  obligation  of  warding  off  a  danger  which  affected 
her  &r  more  than  us.  We  may  hold  that  Great  Britain  has  her 
proper  place  in  European  councils,  yet  think  the  enormous  circle  of 
her  imperial  duties  forbids  her  to  arrogate  individual  responsibilities 
for  ends  which  are  much  more  vital  to  Continental  Powers  than  to 
herself.  In  the  whole  of  the  Eastern  policy  of  the  Ministry  since 
Lord  Derby  quitted  office,  a  want  of  sense  of  proportion  has  been 
visible.  The  object  now  only  partially  achieved  might,  with  greater 
coolness,  have  been  attained  more  fully  and  at  less  risk.  The  country 
has  assumed  the  most  indefinite  obligations  towards  Turkey  in  the  face 
of  Europe  without  any  power  to  fulfil  them  unless  at  the  cost  of  trench- 
ing upon  resources  and  energies  appropriated  to  nearer  and  more 
intimate  interests.  Bussia,  again,  could  not  have  been  allowed  to 
effect  a  permanent  lodgment  in  Afghanistan.  So  far  Liberals  and 
Conservatives  were  agreed.  But  a  Foreign  Minister  like  Lord  Derby 
or  Lord  Granville  would  have  been  content  to  bring  direct  diplomatic 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  intruder  for  the  withdrawal  of  its  envoys. 
When  that  object  was  attained,  war  with  Afghanistan  became  super- 
fluous. As  against  Afghanistan  itself  war  was  of  all  the  possible 
procedures  the  least  effectual  for  the  object  a  wise  statesman  would 
have  desired.  The  i^stem  of  persuasion  which  had  served  Bussia 
in  her  relations  with  the  Ameer  might  have  been  employed  with  far 
greater  effect  by  the  Indian  Gt)vemment.  If  Indian  statecraft  be 
not  equal  to  such  a  diplomatic  competition.  Shore  Ali  might  have 
been  safely  left  to  reflect  in  solitude  on  the  superior  worth  of  an 
alliance  with  a  Power  at  whose  dictate  his  northern  neighbour  had 
recalled  its  mission.  Lord  Lytton  and  Lord  Salisbury  seem  unable 
to  understand  that  within  certain  limits  British  India  is  the  stronger 
for  a  sturdily  independent  Afghanistan.  That  Afghanistan  should 
be  at  once  independent  and  friendly  ought  to  be  an  aim  not  beyond 
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the  accomplishment  of  the  great  school  of  political  Orientalists 
British  India  has  prided  herself  on  her  power  to  train.  States  pay 
the  cost  of  neglecting  the  approach  of  danger.  But  the  restless 
timidity  which  is  always  running  to  meet  dangers  half  way  is  as 
mischievous  and  as  expensive.  That  is  what  the  Government, 
beguiled  by  false  prophets,  has  done  with  the  relations,  not  very 
satisfactory,  but  by  no  means  very  alarming,  between  the  lixdian 
Government  and  the  Ameer  of  CabuU  Ministers  relied  upon  Sir 
Bartle  Frere  as  a  principal  interpreter  of  their  Afghan  policy.  His 
was  the  authority  to  which  they  appealed  in  justification  of  the  strife 
with  Afghanistan.  By  an  unhappy  coincidence  the  advocate  of  the 
Afghan  war  had  an  opportunity  of  acting  on  his  own  principles  in 
Southern  Africa.  He  saw  in  the  Zulu  army  an  instrument  so  terrific 
that  the  South  African  colonies  could  not  feel  secure  so  long  as  that 
kept  its  edge.  An  army  of  twenty  thousand  disciplined  Africans  is 
not  to  be  despised.  Its  neighbourhood  demands  precautions.  The 
mistake  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere  and  the  colonists  in  Africa  resembles  Sir 
Bartle  Frere's  mistake  and  that  of  Lord  Lytton  and  Lord  Salisbury 
in  India.  They  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  civilisation  has  other 
weapons  besides  swords  and  rifles.  With  South  African  colonists  it 
is  vain  to  argue.  They  regard  the  existence  of  an  independent  State 
on  their  borders  as  in  itself  a  scandal  and  an  affront.  Their  only 
method  of  dealing  with  such  a  neighbour  is  the  method  of  force. 
Anything  short  of  the  subversion  of  the  Zulu  kingdom  would  appear 
to  them  a  very  impotent  conclusion.  Englishmen,  though  no  violent 
partisans,  wiU  believe  that  a  little  patience  and  consideration  would 
have  sufficed  to  disband  a  formidable  army,  without  annihilating  a 
nationality.  The  formation  of  an  African  nationality  is  too  important 
an  incident  in  the  history  of  negrodom  for  us  not  to  anticipate  its 
dissolution  as  a  consequence  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere's  policy  with  regret. 
Colonists  may  be  forgiven  for  contemplating  such  a  result  with 
pleasure.  There  is  even  an  excuse  for  a  benevolent  enthusiast  like 
Sir  Bartle  Frere.  It  is  not  vilifying  Lord  Beaconsfield  to  say  that 
if  he  suffer  the  stone  which  Sir  Bartle  Frere  has  set  rolling  to  fulfil 
its  natural  course  of  crushing  Cetewayo's  throne,  he  cannot  plead  Sir 
Bartle  Frere's  excuse. 

To  the  overmastering  fascinations  of  imperialism  we  must  look 
for  a  clue  to  the  Prime  Minister's  acquiescence  up  to  the  last  week 
in  May  in  the  quiet  resolve  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere  to  go  his  own  way, 
which  apparently  was  not  the  Prime  Minister's  way.  The  same  con- 
sideration which  explains  Lord  Beaconsfield's  toleration  of  a  generous 
but  intractable  doctrinaire  explains  the  connivance  of  sober-minded 
men  of  business  like  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  Mr.  Cross,  and  Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith.  Lord  Beaconsfield  has  no  desire  to  christianise  Southern 
and  Central  Afi-ica.  Lord  Cranbrook  and  Lord  Salisbury  himself 
have  no  faith  in  the  possible  regeneration  of  Turkey.  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  and  Mr.  Cross  would  have  been  startled  could  they  a  couple 
of  years  back  have  had  a  prevision  of  themselves  pushing  forward 
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Britiflh  suzerainty  into  contiguity  with  Asiatic  Russia.  The  Ministry 
can  command  the  services  of  as  experienced  and  skilful  diplomatists 
as  any  of  its  predecessors,  yet  the  last  year  and  a  half  have  been 
a  continuity  of  blundering  on  the  verge  of  war  or  into  it.  First 
came  high-sounding  threats  of  war ;  then  the  Government  made  war ; 
thirdly,  war  was  made  for  it,  and  it  accepted  the  war.  Gradually  the 
country  has  become  prepared  to  believe  that  any  leap  in  the  dark  in 
the  direction  of  what  is  supposed  to  be  a  spirited  policy  is  possible. 
Probably  no  persons  were  more  agreeably  sm-prised  jthan  the  most 
loyal  Ministerialists  that  Lord  Salisbury  did  not  welcome  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  merchants  of  Rangoon  t.o  engage  in  another  little  war 
with  the  Court  of  Mandalay,  or  the  reported  oflFer  of  the  Porte  to 
depose  the  Khedive  and  make  the  Egyptian  pashalic  once  more  an 
appanage  of  the  Seraglio.  The  coimtry  is  in  truth  suflfering  through 
its  present  rulers  a  reaction  from  the  purely  domestic  legislation  of 
their  predecessors.  The  late  Cabinet  performed  great  things  at  home, 
and  outstripped  the  popular  appetite  for  legislation.  The  nation's  own 
house  was  so  thoroughly  swept  and  set  in  order,  that  it  began  to 
think  it  high  time  that  it  had  something  to  do  with  putting  in 
order  other  people's  houses.  Had  Mr.  Gladstone  conceived  an 
ambition  for  interfering  in  foreign  politics,  he  might  have  taken  out 
a  fresh  lease  of  popularity.  Lord  Beaconsfield  made  this  discovery 
of  the  national  inclination  only  by  an  accident.  He  had  proclaimed 
as  his  ministerial  motto,  *  Sanitas  sanitatum,  omnia  sanitas.'  But 
he  has  a  soul  above  gas,  and  water,  and  sewers.  The  Bulgarian  dis- 
turbances put  him  on  the  track  of  a  spirited  foreign  policy.  A 
foreign  policy  such  as  inspired  English  councils  in  the  days  when 
England  led  the  European  confederation  against  Napoleon,  would  not 
have  satisfied  modem  Englishmen.  Englishmen  now  expect  to 
see  England  and  English  interests  at  the  end  of  every  vista.  Lord 
Beaconsfield  was  able  to  point  to  the  Russian  invasion  of  Turkey 
as  menacing  its  chain  of  communication  with  the  Indian  Empire.  He 
converted  first  the  masses  to  his  doctrine,  and  with  them  for  his  lever 
conquered  his  own  colleagues.  All  eyes,  both  in  Downing  Street  and 
in  Lombard  Street,  have  been  fixed  for  the  last  eighteen  months  upon 
the  outer  rim  of  the  huge  British  dominion.  Average  Englishmen, 
including  most  of  the  members  of  the  Conservative  Cabinet,  have 
foi^otten  the  limits  of  the  resources  of  England  herself.  When  the 
habit  has  once  been  formed  of  beating  the  bounds  of  the  colonial 
empire  to  see  that  all  is  safe,  the  remoteness  of  an  interest  or  a  danger 
becomes  no  bar  to  sounding  the  policeman's  rattle. 

The  importance  of  open  communications  between  England  and 
her  Eastern  dependency  cannot  be  overestimated,  except  when  put  in 
comparison  with  the  strength  of  these  islands  themselves.  But  only 
in  a  time  of  nervous  apprehension  that  the  further  confines  of  the 
empire  were  being  endangered  would  a  British  Minister  have  relieved 
Austria  firom  taking  the  lead  in  precautions  for  the  prevention  of  a 
contingency  which  would  have  compromised  Austria  infinitely  more 
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than  England.  India,  we  have  often  been  told^  was  troubled  by  Sussian 
intrigues  at  Cabul.  We  wonder  what  subject  of  the  Empress  of  India 
ever  wasted  a  serious  thought  on  the  subject.  Lord  Lytton  and  the 
home  Government,  timorously  rather  tiian  wilfully,  invented  the  scare 
between  them.  In  truth,  not  so  much  the  intriguing  of  Cabul  with 
Russia,  as  the  independence  of  Cabul,  was  an  offence  to  a  Ministry 
which  had  contracted  a  habit  of  sweeping  the  horizon  to  descry 
the  advent  of  some  possible  enemy  to  the  Britisli  empire.  The 
Ameer  was  entitled,  as  an  independent  sovereign,  to  entertain  Russian 
emissaries  in  his  dominions.  The  Indian  Government  had  at  its  dis- 
posal peaceful  means  of  out-diplomatising  Russia.  But  it  did  not 
condescend  to  use  them.  The  Ameer  must,  by  the  doctrines  of  Im- 
perialism, be  compelled  to  abandon  any  claim  to  an  independence 
which,  not  now,  but  in  the  undefined  future,  might  attract  to  Afghan- 
istan foreign  connections  of  a  character  dangerous  to  British  inte- 
rests. Cetewayo  was  menaced  into  war  by  Sir  Bartle  Frere,  who  had 
benevolently  planned  the  subjugation  of  Southern  and  Central  Africa 
in  the  interests  of  Africa.  An  English  Cabinet,  even  including  such 
a  cosmopolitan  philanthropist  as  the  Premier,  care  little  for  Sir  Bartle 
Prere's  evangelical  panoramas.  It  was  enough  to  learn  that  the 
British  colonists  in  South  Africa  had  neighbours  powerful  enough  to 
be  harmful  if  in  some  coming  period  they  should  have  the  will. 
A  contingency  which  would  at  any  time  justify  war  with  France  or 
Germany,  or  with  the  United  States,  was  sufficient  to  reconcile  the 
Government  to  a  conflict  apparently  unjust,  and  certainly  unremu- 
nerative,  except  to  the  colonists,  who  find  profitable  customers  for 
their  wares  in  their  British  defenders. 

'  Take  care  of  the  pence  and  the  pounds  will  take  care  of  them- 
selves '  is  a  dangerous  proverb  to  accept  as  a  rule  for  the  management 
of  an  empire  like  that  of  Great  Britain.  Excessive  official  zeal  and 
private  self-interest  soon  take  the  measure  of  the  Minister's  foot,  as  a 
horse  does  of  its  rider's  courage.  Had  such  a  Cabinet  been  in  power 
at  the  time  of  the  Trent  incident,  England  and  the  United  States 
would  have  found  themselves  suddenly  at  war.  An  empire  like  ours 
has  its  obligations  which  cannot  be  neglected  with  honour  or  self- 
respect.  That  in  itself  is  ground  for  caution  in  enlarging  their 
already  enormous  circle.  Every  fresh  comer  ,  of  territory  England 
annexes  is  a  possible  fresh  point  of  attack.  Any  aggression  on  the 
pettiest  mors^  of  dominion  which  has  been  brought  under  British 
protection  must  and  would  be  repelled  with  the  entire  force  of  the 
empire.  But  it  is  a  violation  of  the  duty  of  the  State  to  the  whole 
body  of  its  members  to  go  half-way  to  meet  a  peril  supposed  to  be 
brooding  over  some  one  of  our  almost  numberless  dependencies.  The 
storm  will  very  probably  have  innocently  dissipated  itself  meanwhile,  if 
we  merely  await  its  onset  within  our  borders.  It  is  always  possible  for  a 
British  Minister,  if  he  please,  to  detect  cause  for  apprehension,  and 
even  for  panic.  The  wise  statesman  calculates  proportions.  He  is 
not  perpetually  beating  to  arms  and  wasting  strength  which  will  cer- 
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tainlj  be  needed  to  repulse  actual  assaults.  The  British  Empire  is 
too  powerfal  to  give  way  to  terror  at  prospective  isolated  attacks.  Its 
interests  are  too  many  and  various  for  it  safely  to  be  stretching  out  its 
arms  so  &r  that  it  would  be  difficult  at  short  notice  to  draw  them  back. 
For  the  security  of  the  limbs  the  heart  must  be  kept  vigorous  and 
found.  "Were  it  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  dependencies  which  are 
proud  of  their  connection  with  England,  England  must  beware  of  so 
lending  out  her  capital  as  to  be  unable  to  meet  a  sudden  run  upon 
her  resources.  The  charge  against  Lord  Beaconsfield's  Government 
is  that  it  has  thought  more  of  the  dependencies  than  of  the  centre. 
It  has  been  pursuing  a  course  which,  were  succeeding  Ministries  mad 
enough  to  follow  it,  would  end  in  draining  the  heart  of  the  blood 
necessary  for  maintaining  the  proper  circulation  throughout  the  body : 
it  has  been  locking  up  the  national  means  in  investments  which 
could  not,  on  an  emergency,  be  realised  sufficiently  fitst  to  avert 
national  bankruptcy. 

This  is  what  is  meant  by  Liberal  protests  against  Imperialism. 
The  opponents  of  the  Government  recognise  the  lien  the  colonies 
and  dependencies  of  Great  Britain  have  upon  Great  Britain.  The 
stored-up  power  and  wealth  of  Great  Britain  are  theirs  for  their  de- 
fence as  much  as  if  Peshawur  were  York,  and  Durban  were  CardiflF. 
But  Liberal  Foreign  Ministers  like  Lord  Clarendon,  Lord  Palmerston, 
and  Lord  Granville,  and  a  Conservative  Foreign  Minister  like  Lord 
Derby,  do  not  forget  that  there  is  a  Durban  as  well  as  a  Peshawur,  a 
Melbourne  and  a  Toronto  as  well  as  both.  Only  thus  can  such  an 
Empire  remain  self-sufficing  and  independent  of  external  complica- 
tions. Great  Britain  is  bound  to  maintain  a  good  imderstanding 
with  the  world  at  large,  but  to  rely  on  herself  for  her  own  protection. 
An  Eastern  policy  such  as  Lord  Beaconsfield  has  initiated  requires, 
as  its  indispensable  supplement,  a  network  of  compromising  alliances. 
Organs  of  the  French  Bepublican  press,  by  no  means  unMendly  to 
this  cormtry,  lately  reproached  its  Ministers  with  the  danger  they 
were  incurring  in  not  supporting  French  policy  in  Egypt.  Their 
argument  was  that  England,  in  pursuing  an  ambitious  foreign  policy, 
had  pledged  herself,  for  her  own  security,  to  cement  intimate  rela- 
tions with  other  European  States.  Nothing  can  be  sounder  than  the 
warning  if  the  late  foreign  policy  be  that  which  the  country  intends 
to  prosecute.  Nothing,  at  the  same  time,  can  be  more  repulsive  to 
English  instincts  than  the  supposed  necessity.  Englishmen  were 
deluded  into  admiring  the  part  played  recently  in  the  Bosphorus  and 
at  Berlin  for  the  imaginary  independence  of  entangling  European 
diplomacy  which  it  was  thought  to  indicate.  England  had  stepped 
into  the  breach,  and  by  herself  forbidden  the  onward  march  of 
Russia.  The  truth  is,  as  French  journals  courteously  remind  us,  we 
have  for  the  moment  plunged  ourselves  into  the  quagmire  of  European 
doctrines  on  the  balance  of  power  from  which  we  had  fondly  believed 
ourselves  emancipated  for  ever. 

The  path  on  which  British  diplomacy  has  entered  might  seem  to 
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be  one  which  has  no  turning.  Great  Britain,  like  the  typical  Irish^ 
man  at  a  fedr,  trails  its  coat  on  the  earth,  and  has  offer^  a  general 
<;hallenge  to  the  world  to  tread  on  its  skirts.  British  officials  and 
diplomatists  have  had,  as  it  were,  the  word  given  to  them  to  watch 
for  causes  of  offence.  British  colonists  are  seldom  averse  from  a  dis- 
turbance of  their  relations  with  their  neighbours.  Adventurousness 
is  the  first  element  in  successful  colonisation.  Until  the  attack  upon 
Shere  Ali,  it  might  almost  have  been  said  that  no  colonial  war  was 
ever  undertaken  without  the  first  aggressive  step  being  taken  by 
some  English  settlement.  Now  it  is  the  mother-country  which  sets 
the  example.  Of  the  two  wars  we  have  lately  been  waging,  one  has 
been  only  partially  the  work  of  English  residents  abroad,  and  the 
other  not  at  all.  With  such  evidence  as  the  most  passing  observa- 
tion of  the  Foreign  and  India  and  Colonial  Offices  during  the  last 
few  months  can  supply,  there  is  scarcely  a  British  colony  firom 
Vancouver's  Island  to  Sierra  Leone  but  will  have  felt  the  ddightfiil 
sense  that  a  licence  has  been  given  it  to  plunge  the  world  into  strife. 
We  should  despair  of  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  four  quarters 
of  the  globe  were  it  not  for  a  happy  reserve  of  inconsistency  in  the 
Anglo-Saxon  temperament.  Foreign  States  which  have  hailed  the 
reappearance  of  Great  Britain  among  the  gamblers  in  international 
policy  may  discover  that  the  fit  has  calm^  down  before  they  have 
more  than  tasted  their  profit  from  it.  Bestless  British  colonists 
may  learn  that  their  burdened  fellow-countrymen  at  home  are  not 
coqtent  to  accept  new  responsibilities  by  extending  domains  of  which 
not  a  hundredth  part  has  yet  been  reclaimed.  The  ^asmodic 
impulse  of  popular  sentiment  of  which  one  or  two  members  of  the 
Conservative  Government  availed  themselves  to  colour  the  policy 
of  the  Cabinet  has  already  subsided.  For  the  moment  neither  a 
philanthropic  High  Commissioner  nor  an  imaginative  Viceroy  would 
find  any  countenance  in  Downing  Street  for  ambitious  projects. 

Yet  it  would  be  dangerous  to  trust  to  a  repose  which  arises  from 
repletion.  The  peace  which  has  been  signed  with  Yakoob  Khan 
has  been  lauded  for  its  moderation.  So  far  as  Yakoob  is  concerned 
it  may  well  be  esteemed  moderate.  Afghanistan  lay  at  our  mercy. 
We  might  have  taken  the  whole:  we  have  taken  only  a  part. 
From  that  part  we  have  occupied  the  Ameer  will  derive  more 
revenue  in  our  hands  than  his  father  probably  ever  enjoyed.  If  his 
dominions  have  been  retrenched  by  the  cession  of  his  rights  over 
the  IChyber  and  Michni  passes,  they  were  rights  which  his  ancestors 
could  exercise  only  by  leave  of  the  sm-rounding  tribes.  He  has  ceased 
to  enjoy  the  prerogative  of  negotiating  openly  with  St.  Petersburg. 
No  treaty  can  deprive  Tashkend  of  the  power  of  intriguing  with 
him.  For  the  rights,  more  or  less  titular,  which  he  has  surrendered, 
he  has  obtained  what  Shere  Ali  could  never  extort  from  Lord  Lawrence, 
Lord  Mayo,  or  Lord  Northbrook.  We  have  practically  guaranteed  him 
at  once  against  Bussia,  and  against  his  own  subjects.  When  the 
balance  is  struck  of  gains  and  losses,  Yakoob  himself  may  well  doubt 
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if  Ms  father's  rashness  have  not  proved  his  own  great  ^advantage.  With 
regard  to  our  interests  there  can,  unhappily,  be  no  doubt  at  all. 
By  the  secret  treaty  with  Turkey  we  resigned  to  the  Sultan  the 
power  of  putting  us  into  a  state  of  war  with  any  nation  which  might 
attack  the  Turkish  dominions  in  Asia.  The  convention  would  have 
been  calamitous  to  the  last  degree  but  for  the  consciousness  of  the 
negotiators  on  botli  sides,  and  of  the  British  people  whom  they 
apparently  compromised,  that  it  would  never  be  executed.  Now  we 
have  virtually  repeated  the  same  guarantee  to  the  Ameer  of 
A%hanistan  by  charging  ourselves  with  the  conduct  of  his  foreign 
relations.  Unhappily,  in  this  case  the  stipulation  is  not  fom^Jt 
merely,  but  very  real.  The  affairs  of  Central  Asia  henceforward 
touch  us  closely.  Instead  of  developing  the  prosperity  and  internal 
resources  of  India,  the  eyes  of  viceroys  arid  Indian  civilians  will 
be  ever  turning  to  Cabul  and  to  Herat.  Questions  wiU  gain  a 
factitious  importance  which  formerly  were  not  tmderstood  as  aflfect- 
iog  us  except  in  the  remotest  degree,  and  which  were,  and  are, 
absolutely  nought  in  comparison  with  the  duty  upon  us  within  the 
fix)ntier8  of  India  itself.  In  Southern  Africa  Sir  Bartle  Frere  has 
received  the  gravest  of  censures  in  the  formation  of  the  disturbed 
portion  of  his  government  into  a  separate  administration  for  Sir 
Garnet  Wolseley.  There  again,  however,  it  would  be  premature  to 
suppose  that  Lord  Beaconsfield's  Cabinet  has  given  proof  of  a  change 
of  policy.  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  has  doubtless  been  instructed  not 
to  annex  Zululand.  But  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord  Salisbury 
would  deny  that  they  had  annexed  Cyprus  or  the  Kuram  Valley. 
They  imderstand  annexation  after  a  dififerent  fashion  from  the 
British  public.  We  shall  ourselves  be  very  agreeably  disappointed  if 
Sir  Gramet  have  been  directed  to  leave  Cetewayo,  if  suffered  to  reign 
at  all,  free  to  raise  even  an  armed  bodyguard.  The  ruler  of  Zulu- 
land  will  be  mediatised  in  a  much  more  complete  way  than  the 
Ameer  of  Afghanistan  has  been  mediatised.  Sir  Bartle  Frere  will 
have  been  disgraced  for  acts  which  his  official  superiors  have  pro- 
bably decided  to  ratify,  and  of  which  they  will  appropriate  the 
&ncied  benefits. 

While  the  present  Government  lasts  the  country  can  never  be 
sure  that  some  eccentric  peril  will  not  be  detected  looming  over- 
head which  requires  a  sudden  decampment  from  what  was  con- 
sidered the  settled  national  policy.  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord 
Salisbury  have  shown  what  manner  of  statesmen  they  are.  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote,  Mr.  Cross,  and  Mr.  Smith  would  never  have 
devised  the  policy  they  now  defend.  But  their  conversion  to  a 
policy  of  adventure,  skin-deep  as  the  conversion  may  be,  shows  too 
fatal  a  want  of  moral  courage  to  warrant  confidence  in  their  stability 
for  some  time  to  come.  We  lament  the  fieu^t,  for  they  have  given 
signs  that  they  are  good  administrators,  though  their  hard  fate  has 
forbidden  them  in  fact  to  administer.  The  wholesome  leisure  of 
Opposition  may  enable  them  to  collect  their  thoughts,  and  review  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


I40         A  Government  oH  its  Defence ^  [July 

distance  between  the  views  of  national  policy  with  which  they  entered 
oflSce  and  those  of  which  they  find  themselves  the  oflScial  exponents. 
In  the  meantime  it  is  impossible  to  perceive  how  the  materials  of  a 
national  administration  which  shall  satisfy  the  country,  grown  tired 
of  diplomatic  surprises,  could  be  patched  together  out  of  the  Con- 
servative party.  Not  the  less  hard  is  it  to  understand  how  the 
Opposition  can  take  up  the  unpalatable  task  which  an  unexpected 
development  of  Conservative  recklessness  has  been  preparing  for  it. 
Questionable  as  the  course  pursued  by  a  Cabinet  may  have  been,  its 
successor  is  bound  to  accept  the  results  bequeathed  to  it.  Cyprus 
cannot  be  restored  to  the  Porte,  though  the  trouble  and  cost  ex- 
pended upon  it  would  make  an  earthly  paradise  of  anyone  of  a 
score  of  islands  in  the  British  patrimony.  The  Kuram  Valley  and 
the  Khyber  cannot  be  repudiated,  though  in  the  guardianship  of 
their  sullen  natural  lords  they  would  be  a  better  defence  of  India 
than  turned  into  an  advanced  work  of  the  Indian  Empire.  A 
Liberal  Ministry,  whenever  it  returns  to  office,  must  make  the  best 
of  the  costly  inheritance  left  to  it  by  its  Conservative  predecessors. 
This  duty,  however,  ends  with  such  among  the  results  of  dangerous 
foreign  complications  as  have  been  already  reduced  into  possession. 
No  obligation  rests  upon  a  future  Liberal  Administration  to  squander 
its  energies  in  vain  attempts  to  get  in  its  predecessor's  bad  debts, 
like  the  protectorate  of  Asia  Minor  and  the  charge  of  the  foreign 
portfolio  of  Afghanistan.  Liberals  may  well  be  as  anxious  as  Con- 
servatives to  do  all  in  their  power  to  regenerate,  if  it  be  possible,  a 
country  so  richly  endowed  by  nature  as  Asia  Minor.  If  the  Porte 
ask  for  the  aid  of  British  financiers,  let  British  financiers  be  lent  to 
the  Porte  ;  if  it  desire  the  help  of  the  honesty  and  resolute  will  of 
British  administrators  and  judges,  England  can  afford  to  supply  the 
want.  If  British  capitalists  choose  to  accept  Turkish  security, 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  be  hindered  in  risking  their 
principal.  But  whatever  is  done  must  be  understood  to  be  a  boon 
granted  to  Turkey  for  the  benefit  of  the  populations  of  Turkey,  and 
not,  as  in  the  secret  Conservative  convention  with  the  Porte,  a  boon 
to  Great  Britain.  The  State  must  not  be  understood  to  be  backing 
capitalists  or  oflScials  who  have  accepted  Turkish  offers.  It  must 
not  be  supposed  to  guarantee  Ottoman  misgovemment  against  the 
indignation  it  may  have  provoked  either  abroad  or  at  home.  The 
Ameer  of  Afghanistan  must  be  left  to  take  the  responsibility  of  his  own 
foreign  relations.  If  he  violate  the  duties  imposed  by  his  relations 
of  near  neighbourhood  to  us,  he  will  know  that  the  arm  of  Great 
Britain  is  long  enough  to  reach  him.  As  for  provinces,  whether 
acquired  from  the  Sultan  or  from  the  Ameer,  on  the  terms  that  the 
sovereignty  remains  with  their  former  lord,  the  relation  is  unnatural 
and  in  all  ways  insupportable.  Wherever  Great  Britain  consents  to 
administer,  they  whose  affairs  she  administers  must  be  her  subjects, 
and  owe  no  other  allegiance.  A  divided  allegiance  is  equally  unfeir  to 
subject  and  to  ruler.    Whatever  rights  have  been  reserved  had  better 
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be  redeemed  with  all  convenient  speed.  If  the  provinces  be  not  worth 
the  purchase  money  of  their  sovereignty,  they  are  not  worth  the  sacri- 
fice of  national  strength  involved  in  their  qualified  occupation.  South 
Africa  offers  difficulties  almost  as  formidable  as  either  Afghanistan  or 
the  protectorate  of  Asia  Minor.  If  the  requirements  of  tottering  Con- 
servative reputation  result  in  the  more  or  less  disguised  annexation  of 
Zuzuland,  South  Africa,  which  rejoices  in  the  assumption  of  the 
obligation,  must  be  given  to  understand  that  it  will  have  to  bear  the 
cha^^es.  We  should  be  glad  to  learn  that  Mr.  Smith  was  in  the 
confidence  of  his  colleagues  when  he  intimated  last  month  that  this 
is  in  truth  contemplated  by  the  Cabinet.  The  South  Afirican  colonies 
are  evincing  gratitude  to  Sir  Bartle  Frere  for  the  spirited  policy 
which  has  willed  the  subjugation  of  King  Cetewayo.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  remark  how  far  their  gratitude  will  sustain  the  shock 
should  the  mother  country  bestow  upon  them  the  prize  which  Sir 
Bartle  Frere's  policy  will  have  won  for  their  behoof. 

It  may  be  thought  premature  to  be  considering  the  foreign  policy 
of  a  Liberal  Government  at  a  moment  when  each  division  manifests 
an  increasing  strength  of  Conservative  majorities  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  The  attitude  of  Conservatives  themselves  sufficiently' 
evinces  that  they  have  little  faith  in  triumphant  majorities.  Those 
majorities  are  themselves  on  their  defence,  and  they  know  it. 
Ministers  reiterate  their  assurances  to  the  country  of  their  own  high 
deserts ;  they  scarcely  have  the  air  of  expecting  the  country  to  be- 
Ueve  them.  Their  favourite  retort  upon  their  opponents  is  to  invite 
them  to  cease  criticising  Conservative  rashness  in  foreign,  and  inert- 
ness in  domestic  policy,  and  to  fight  each  other  on  the  merits  of 
the  several  questions  which  divide  the  Liberal  party.  Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke  was  very  indignant  in  Kent  a  montli  ago  that  the  Liberal 
party  presents  for  the  time  a  serried  array.  The  Liberal  party,  we 
trust,  will  be  too  sagacious  to  fight  on  a  field  of  its  adversaries'  select- 
ing. Its  policy  for  the  present  is  defined  by  Conservative  policy.  It 
too,  like  the  Conservative  party,  is  on  its  defence.  The  difference  is 
that  now  that  vast  residual  force  of  the  British  nation  which  sways 
by  turns  to  this  or  that  side  in  the  balance  of  parties,  is  beginning" 
to  feel  that  it  is  on  its  defence  along  with  Liberalism.  Liberals  and 
a  multitude  of  electors  who  voted  with  the  Conservatives  at  the  last 
election  are  alike  on  their  defence  against  a  policy  which  recog- 
nises no  centre  in  this  huge  bulk  of  the  British  dominions.  They 
are  confederated  against  a  policy  which  appears  to  have  been 
suggested  by  a  belief  that  our  empire  is  mortal  in  every  limb,  that  its 
life-blood  flows  at  every  pin-prick.  Liberal  crotchets  are  as  con- 
venient to  Conservative  managers  as  they  are  inconvenient  to  Liberal 
leaders.  They  show,  however,  a  healthier  life  than  the  party  disci- 
pline which  drives  into  the  Conservative  lobby  scores  of  reluctant  and 
ashamed  members  who  love  Lord  Beaconsfield's  Indian  and  Turkish 
transformation  scenes  as  little  as  they  loved  Mr.  Disraeli's  Beform 
Bill.    Liberalism  work*-  openly,  and  not  by  way  of  secret  conventions^ 
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The  divisions  within  it  axe  only  the  national  mind  experimenting  in  the 
various  directions  towards  one  or  another  of  which  its  path  lies.  Not 
rarely  what  has  heen  ridiculed  for  a  generation  as  a  crotchet  vindicates 
its  right  to  be  esteemed  a  principle  of  constitutional  progress.  But 
Liberal  crotchets  have  an  instinct  which  may  teach  them  to  bide  their 
time.  The  great  battle  must  first  be  decided  of  the  right  of  the 
nation  to  be  made  privy  before  the  event  to  the  pledging  by  a 
Minister  of  its  fortunes  and  its  future  for  objects  wliich  bear  merely 
a  remote  and  contingent  relation  to  its  happiness.  The  one  question 
to  be  answered  by  the  English  people  now,  is  whether  the  kingdom 
is  to  suffer  a  Cabinet  to  dissipate,  in  tilting  at  all  sorts  of  imaginary 
enemies  without,  resources  which  are  wanted  to  consolidate  and  in- 
vigorate the  nation's  strength  within.  Until  this  issue  be  determined, 
it  is  premature  to  raise  any  other. 


To  Garibaldi. 

Brave  Garibaldi,  from  the  heart  of  God, 
Tired  with  the  stuff  that  shapes  a  great  emprise, 
AVith  sword  of  vengeance  and  with  chastening  rod 
To  flash  red  justice  in  men's  blinking  eyes, 
Thou  hast  done  great  things — made  thine  Italy  free. 
Made  Popes  to  fall  and  trampled  slaves  to  rise. 
But  this  one  thing  the  gods  denied  to  thee, 
The  greatest  grace  of  greatness — tp  be  wise. 
•Good  Garibaldi,  would  that  thou  might  know. 
What  hasty  wits  are  passing  slow  to  learn — 
That  things  by  inches,  not  by  ells,  do  grow. 
And  meal  is  ground  by  patience  in  the  quern. 
Thy  work  was  done  as  eagles  seize  their  prey ; 
Jfow  stout-necked  oxen  gently  drive  the  day. 

John  Stuakt  Blackie  :  iZoma,  Maggio^ 
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Mary  Anerley  :  a  Yorkshire  Tale. 
Chapter  VII. 

A  DANE  IN  THE  DYKE. 

NOW,  whether  spy-glass  had  been  used  by  any  watchful  mariner,  or 
whether  only  bKnd  chance  willed  it,  sure  it  is  that  one  fine  morning 
Mary  met  with  somebody.  And  this  was  the  more  remarkable,  when 
people  canie  to  think  of  it,  because  it  was  only  the  night  before  that 
her  mother  had  almost  said  as  much. 

*  Ye  munna  gaw  doon  to  t'  sea  be  yersell,'  Mistress  Anerley  said 
to  her  daughter  ;  '  happen  ye  mought  be  one  too  many.' 

Master  Anerley's  wife  had  been  at '  boarding-school,'  as  far  south 
as  SuflFolk,  and  could  speak  the  very  best  of  Southern  English  (like 
her  daughter  Mary)  upon  polite  occasion.  But  family  cares  and 
fitrm-house  life  had  partly  cured  her  of  her  education,  and  from 
troubles  of  distant  speech  she  had  returned  to  the  ease  of  her  native 
dialect. 

'  And  if  I  go  not  to  the  sea  by  myself,'  asked  Mary,  with  natural 
logic, '  why,  who  is  there  now  to  go  with  me  ? '  She  was  thinking  of 
her  sadly-missed  comrade.  Jack. 

*  Happen  some  day  perhaps,  one  too  many.' 

The  maiden  was  almost  too  innocent  to  blush ;  but  her  father 
took  her  part  as  usual. 

*  The  little  lass  sail  gaw  doon,'  he  said, '  wheniver  sha  likes.' 
And  so  she  went  down  the  next  morning. 

A  thousand  years  ago  the  Dane's  Dyke  must  have  been  a  very 
grand  entrenchment,  and  a  thousand  years  ere  that  perhaps  it  was 
rtill  grander ;  for  learned  men  say  that  it  is  a  British  work,  wrought 
out  before  the  Danes  had  ever  learned  to  build  a  ship.  Whatever, 
however,  may  be  argued  about  that,  the  wise  and  the  witless  do  agree 
about  one  thing — the  stronghold  inside  it  has  been  held  by  Danes, 
while  severed  by  the  dyke  from  inland  parts ;  and  these  Danes  made 
a  good  colony  of  their  own,  and  left  to  their  descendants  distinct 
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speech  and  manners,  some  traces  of  which  are  existing  even  now* 
The  Dyke,  extending  from  the  rough  North  Sea  to  the  corner  waters 
of  Bridlingt6n  Bay,  is  nothing  more  than  a  deep  dry  trench,  skilfully 
following  the  hollows  of  the  ground,  and  cutting  off  Flamborough 
Head  and  a  solid  cantle  of  high  land  from  the  rest  of  Yorkshire.  The 
comer,  so  intercepted,  used  to  be  and  is  still  called  ^  Little  Denmark ; ' 
and  the  indwellers  feel  a  large  contempt  for  all  their  outer  neighbours. 
And  this  is  sad,  because  Anerley  Farm  lies  wholly  outside  of  the  Dyke, 
which  for  a  long  crooked  distance  serves  as  its  eastern  boundary. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  selfsame  day  that  saw  Mr.  Jellicorse  set 
forth  upon  his  return  from  Scargate  Hall,  armed  with  instructions 
to  defy  the  Devil,  and  to  keep  his  discovery  quiet — ^upon  a  lovely 
August  morning  of  the  first  year  of  a  new  century,  Mary  Anerley, 
blithe  and  gay,  came  riding  down  the  grassy  hollow  of  this  ancient 
Dane's  Dyke.  This  was  her  shortest  way  to  the  sea,  and  the  tide 
would  suit  (if  she  could  only  catch  it)  for  a  take  of  shrimps,  and 
perhaps  even  prawns,  in  time  for  her  father's  break&st.  And  not  to 
lose  this,  she  arose  right  early,  and  rousing  Lord  Keppel,  set  forth 
for  the  spot  where  she  kept  her  net  covered  with  sea-weed.  The  sun, 
though  up  and  brisk  already  upon  sea  and  foreland,  had  not  found 
time  to  rout  the  shadows  skulking  in  the  dingles.  But  even  here, 
where  sap  of  time  had  breached  the  turfy  ramparts,  the  hover  of  the 
dew-mist  passed  away,  and  the  steady  light  was  unfolded. 

For  the  season  was  early  August  still,  with  beautiful  weather 
come  at  last ;  and  the  green  world  seemed  to  stand  on  tip-toe  to 
make  the  extraordinary  acquaintance  of  the  sun.  Humble  plants 
which  had  long  lain  flat  stood  up  with  a  sense  of  casting  something 
off;  and  the  damp  heavy  tnmks  which  had  trickled  for  a  twelve- 
month, or  been  only  sponged  with  moss,  were  hailing  the  fresher 
light  with  keener  lines  and  dove-coloured  tints  upon  their  smoother 
boles.  Then  conquering  the  barrier  of  the  eastern  land-crest,  rose 
the  glorious  sun  himself,  strewing  before  him  trees  and  crags  in  long 
steep  shadows  down  the  hill,  llien  the  sloping  rays,  through  furze 
and  brushland,  kindling  the  sparkles  of  the  dew,  descended  to  the 
brink  of  the  Dyke,  and  scorning  to  halt  at  petty  obstacles,  with  a 
hundred  golden  hurdles  bridged  it,  wherever  any  opening  was. 

Under  this  luminous  span,  or  through  it  where  the  crossing 
gullies  ran,  Mary  Anerley  rode  at  leisure,  allowing  her  pony  to 
choose  his  pace.  That  privilege  he  had  long  secured,  in  right  of 
age,  and  wisdom,  and  remarkable  force  of  character.  Considering 
his  time  of  life,  he  looked  well,  and  sleek,  and  almost  sprightly ;  and 
so,  without  any  reservation,  did  his  gentle  and  graceful  rider.  The 
maiden  looked  well  in  a  place  like  that,  as  indeed  in  almost  any 
place ;  but  now  she  especially  set  off  the  colour  of  things,  and  was 
set  off  by  them.  For  instance,  how  could  the.  silver  of  the  dew- 
cloud,  and  golden  weft  of  sunrise,  playing  through  the  dapples  of  a 
partly  wooded  glen,  do  better  (in  the  matter  of  variety)  than  frame  a 
pretty  moWng  figure  in  a  pink  checked  frock,  with  a  skirt  of  russet 
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murrey,  and  a  bright  brown  hat  ?  Not  that  the  hat  itself  was  bright, 
even  under  the  kiss  of  sunshine,  simply  having  seen  already  too  much 
of  the  sun ;  but  rather  that  its  early  lustre  seemed  to  be  revived  by  a 
aense  of  the  happy  position  it  was  in ;  the  clustering  hair  and  the 
bright  eyes  beneath  it  answering  the  sunny  dance  of  life  and  light. 
Many  a  handsomer  face,  no  doubt,  more  perfect,  grand,  and  lofty, 
received — at  least  if  it  was  out  of  bed — the  greeting  of  that  morn- 
ing sim ;  but  scarcely  any  prettier  one,  or  kinder,  or  more  pleasant ; 
80  gentle  without  being  weak,  so  good-tempered  without  looking 
void  of  all  temper  at  all. 

Suddenly  the  beauty  of  the  time  and  place  was  broken  by  a  sharp 
angry  sound.  Bang,  bang,  came  the  roar  of  muskets  fired  from  the 
Aore  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dyke,  and  echoing  up  the  winding  glen. 
At  the  first  report  the  girl,  though  startled,  was  not  greatly  fright- 
ened ;  for  the  sound  was  common  enough  in  the  week,  when  those 
most  gallant  volunteers,  entitled  the  '  Yorkshire  Invincibles,'  came 
down  for  their  annual  practice  of  skilled  gunnery  against  the  French. 
Tbeir  habit  was  to  bring  down  a  red  cock,  and  tether  him  against  a 
chalky  cliff,  and  then  vie  with  one  another  in  shooting  at  him.  The- 
same  cock  had  tested  their  skill  for  three  summers,  but  failed  hitherto- 
to  attest  it,  preferring  to  return  in  a  hamper  to  his  hens,  with  a  story 
of  moving  adventures. 

Mary  had  watched  those  Invincibles  sometimes  from  a  respectful 
distance,  and  therefore  felt  sure  (when  she  began  to  think)  that  she 
had  not  them  to  thank  for  this  little  scare.  For  they  always  slept 
soundly  in  the  first  watch  of  the  morning ;  and  even  supposing  they 
had  jumped  up  with  night-mare,  where  was  the  jubilant  crow  of  the 
cock  ?  For  the  cock,  being  almost  as  invincible  as  they  were,  never 
could  deny  himself  the  glory  of  a  crow,  when  the  bullet  came  into 
his  neighbourhood.  He  replied  to  every  volley  with  an  elevated 
comb,  and  a  flapping  of  his  wings,  and  a  clarion  peal,  which  rang  along 
tiie  fore-shore,  ere  the  musket-roar  died  out.  But  before  the  girl 
had  time  to  ponder  what  this  was,  or  wherefore,  round  the  comer  came 
somebody,  running  very  swiftly. 

In  a  moment  Mary  saw  that  this  man  had  been  shot  at,  and  was 
making  for  his  life  away;  and  to  give  him  every  chance  she  jerked 
her  pony  aside,  and  called  and  beckoned ;  and  without  a  word  he  flew 
to  her.  Words  were  beyond  him,  till  his  breath  should  come  back, 
and  he  seemed  to  have  no  time  to  wait  for  that.  He  had  outstripped 
the  wind,  and  his  own  wind,  by  his  speed. 

'  Poor  man ! '  cried  Mary  Anerley,  '  what  a  hurry  you  are  in  t 
But  I  suppose  you  cannot  help  it.    Are  they  shooting  at  you  ? ' 

The  runaway  nodded,  for  he  could  not  spare  a  breath,  but  was 
deeply  inhaling  for  another  start,  and  could  not  even  bow  without 
hindrance.  But  to  show  that  he  had  manners,  he  took  off  his  hat. 
Then  he  clapped  it  on  his  head  and  set  off  again. 

*  Come  back  1 '  cried  the  maid ;  *  I  can  show  you  a  place.  I  can 
hide  you  firom  your  enemies  for  ever.' 

L  2 
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The  young  fellow  stopped.  He  was  come  to  that  pitch  of  ex- 
haustion in  which  a  man  scarcely  cares  whether  he  is  killed  or  dies. 
And  his  face  showed  not  a  sign  of  fear. 

'  Look  I  That  little  hole — up  there — ^by  the  fern  ;  up  at  once, 
and  this  cloth  over  you  ! ' 

He  snatched  it,  and  was  gone  like  the  darting  lizard,  up  a  little 
puckering  side-issue  of  the  Dyke,  at  the  very  same  instant  that  three 
broad  figures  and  a  long  one  appeared  at  the  lip  of  the  mouth.  The 
quick-witted  girl  rode  on  to  meet  them,  to  give  the  poor  fugitive 
time  to  get  into  his  hole,  and  draw  the  brown  skirt  over  him.  The 
dazzle  of  the  sun,  pouring  over  the  crest,  made  the  hollow  a  twinkling 
obscurity  ;  and  the  cloth  was  just  in  keeping  with  the  dead  stuff  around. 
The  three  broad  men,  with  heavy  fusils  cocked,  came  up  from  the 
sea-mouih  of  the  Dyke,  steadily  panting,  and  running  steadily  with 
a  long  enduring  stride.  Behind  them  a  tall  bony  man  with  a  cutlass, 
was  swinging  it  high  in  the  air,  and  limping  and  swearing  with  great 
velocity. 

*  Coast-riders,'  thought  Mary,  ^  and  he  a  free-trader !  Four 
against  one  is  cowardice.' 

*  Halt  I '  cried  the  tall  man,  while  the  rest  were  running  past  her, 
'  halt  I  ground  arms ;  never  scare  young  ladies.'  Then  he  flourished 
with  a  grand  bow  to  Mary.  '  Fair  young  Mistress  Anerley,  I  fear 
we  spoil  your  ride.  But  his  Majesty's  duty  must  be  done.  Hats  oflF, 
feltows,  at  the  name  of  your  king  1  Mary,  my  dear,  the  most  daring 
villain,  the  devil's  own  son,  has  just  run  up  here — scarcely  two 
minutes — you  must  have  seen  him.  Wait  a  minute,  tell  no  lies — ex- 
cuse me,  I  mean  fibs.  Your  father  is  the  right  sort.  He  hates  those 
scoundrels.    In  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  which  way  is  he  gone  ?' 

Was  it,  oh,  was  it  a  man,  if  you  please  ?    Captain  Carroway, 
^  don't  say  so.' 

'A  man?  Is  it  likely  that  we  shot  at  a  woman?  You  are 
trifling.  It  will  be  the  worse  for  you.  Forgive  me — but  we  are  in 
such  a  hurry.    Whoa,  whoa,  pony.' 

'  You  always  us/sd  to  be  so  polite,  sir,  that  you  quite  surprise  me. 
And  those  gims  look  so  dreadful!  My  father  would  be  quite  aston- 
ished to  see  me  not  even  allowed  to  go  down  to  the  sea,  but  hurried 
back  here  as  if  the  French  had  landed  1 ' 

*  How  can  I  help  it,  if  your  pony  runs  away  so  ? '  For  Mary  all 
this  time  had  been  cleverly  contriving  to  increase  and  exaggerate 

\  her  pony's  fear,  and  so  brought  the  gunners  for  a  long  way  up  the 
4)yke,  without  giving  them  any  time  to  spy  at  all  about.  She  knew 
that  this  was  wicked  from  a  loyal  point  of  view  ;  not  a  bit  the  less 
•  she  did  it.  *  What  a  troublesome  little  horse  it  is  I '  she  cried.  '  Oh, 
Captain  Carroway,  hold  him  just  a  moment.  I  will  jump  down,  and 
then  you  can  jump  up,  and  ride  after  all  his  Majesty's  enemies.' 

*  The  Lord  forbid !  He  slews  all  out  of  gear,  like  a  carronade 
with  rotten  lashings.  If  I  boarded  him,  how  could  I  get  out  of  his 
way  ?    No,  no,  my  dear,  brace  him  up  sharp,  and  bear  clear.' 
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*  But  you  wanted  to  know  about  some  enemy,  captain.  An  enemy 
as  bad  as  my  poor  Lord  Keppel  ? ' 

*  Mary,  my  dear,  the  very  biggest  villain  I  A  hundred  golden 
guineas  on  his  head  ;  and  half  for  you.  Think  of  your  fether,  my 
dear,  and  Sunday  gowns.  And  you  must  have  a  young  man,  by-and- 
by,  you  know  ;  such  a  beautiful  maid  as  you  are.  And  you  might  get 
a  leather  purse,  and  give  it  to  him.    Mary,  on  your  duty,  now  ?  ' 

*  Captain,  you  drive  me  so  ;  what  can  I  say  ?  I  cannot  bear  the 
thought  of  betraying  anybody.' 

*  Of  course  not,  Mary  dear ;  nobody  asks  you.  He  must  be  half  a 
mfle  oflf  by  this  time.  You  could  never  hiurt  him  now  ;  and  you  can 
tell  your  father  that  you  have  done  your  duty  to  the  king.' 

'  Well,  Captain  Carroway,  if  you  are  quite  sure  that  it  is  too  late 
to  catch  him,  I  can  tell  you  all  about  him.  But  remember  your 
word  about  the  fifty  guineas.' 

'  Every  farthing,  every  farthing,  Mary  ;  whatever  my  wife  may 
say  to  it.    Quick,  quick  I    Which  way  did  he  run,  my  dear  ? ' 

'  He  really  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  running  at  all ;  he  was  too 
tired.' 

*  To  be  sure,  to  be  sure,  a  worn-out  fox !  We  have  been  two. 
hours  after  him ;  he  could  not  run ;  no  more  can  we.  But  which  way 
did  he  go,  I  mean  ? ' 

'I  will  not  say  anything  for  certain,  sir ;  even  for  fifty  gidneas. 
But  he  may  have  come  up  here — mind,  I  say  not  that  he  did — and  if 
90,  he  might  have  set  off  again  for  Sewerby.  Slowly,  very  slowly, 
because  of  being  tired.  But  perhaps  after  all  he  was  not  the  man 
you  mean.' 

*  Forward,  double  quick !  We  are  sure  to  have  him ! '  shouted  the 
lieutenant — for  his  true  rank  was  that — flourishing  his  cutlass  again, 
and  setting  off  at  a  wonderful  pace,  considering  his  limp.  '  Five 
guineas,  every  man  Jack  of  you.  Thank  you,  young  mistress,  most 
heartily  thank  you.    Dead  or  alive,  five  guineas ! ' 

With  gun  and  sword  in  readiness,  they  all  rushed  off ;  but  one  of 
the  party,  named  John  Cadman,  shook  his  head  and  looked  back  with 
great  mistrust  at  Mary,  having  no  better  judgment  of  women  than^ 
this,  that  he  never  could  believe  even  his  own  wife.  And  he  knew 
that  it  was  mainly  by  the  grace  of  womankind  that  so  much  contra- 
band work  was  going  on.  Nevertheless  it  was  out  of  his  power  to 
act  upon  his  own  low  opinions  now. 

The  maiden,  blushing  deeply  with  the  sense  of  her  deceit,  was 
informed  by  her  guilty  conscience  of  that  nasty  man's  suspicions,  and 
therefore  gave  a  smack  with  her  fern  whip  to  Lord  Keppel,  impelling 
,  him  to  join,  like  a  loyal  little  horse,  the  pursuit  of  his  Majesty's 
enemies.  But  no  sooner  did  she  see  all  the  men  dispersed  and 
scouring  the  distance  with  trustful  ardour,  than  she  turned  her  pony's 
head  towards  the  sea  again,  and  rode  back  round  the  bend  of  the 
hollow.  What  would  her  mother  say  if  she  lost  the  murrey  skirt, 
which  had  cost  six  shillings  at  Bridlington  fair?    And  ten  times  that 
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money  might  be  lost  much  better  than  for  her  fether  to  discover 
how  she  lost  it.  For  Master  Stephen  Anerley  was  a  straight- 
backed  man,  and  took  three  weeks  of  training  in  the  Land  Defence 
Yeomanry,  at  periods  not  more  than  a  year  apart,  so  that  many 
people  called  him  ^  Captain '  now ;  and  the  loss  of  his  suppleness  at 
knee  and  elbow  had  turned  his  mind  largely  to  politics,  making  him 
stiffly  patriotic,  and  especially  hot  against  all  free-traders  putting 
bad  bargains  to  his  wife,  at  the  cost  of  the  king  and  his  revenue.  If 
the  bargain  were  a  good  one,  that  was  no  concern  of  his. 

Not  that  Mary,  however,  could  believe,  or  would  even  have  such 
a  bad  mind  as  to  imagine,  that  any  one,  after  being  helped  by  her, 
would  be  mean  enough  to  run  off  with  her  property.  And  now  she 
came  to  think  of  it,  there  was  something  high  and  noble,  she  might 
almost  say  something  downright  honest,  in  the  face  of  that  poor 
persecuted  man.  And  in  spite  of  all  his  panting,  how  brave  he  must 
have  been,  what  a  runner,  and  how  clever  to  escape  from  all  those  cow- 
ardly coast-riders  shooting  right  and  left  at  him !  Such  a  man  steal 
that  paltry  skirt  that  her  mother  made  such  a  fuss  about  1  She  was 
much  more  likely  to  find  it  in  her  clothes-press  filled  with  golden 
guineas. 

Before  she  was  as  certain  as  she  wished  to  be  of  this  (by  reascm  of 
shrewd  nativity)  and  while  she  believed  that  the  fugitive  must  have 
seized  such  a  chance  and  made  good  his  escape  towards  North 
Sea  or  Flamborough,  a  quick  shadow  glanced  across  the  long  shafts 
of  the  sun,  and  a  bodily  form  sped  after  it.  To  the  middle  of  the 
Dyke  leaped  a  young  man  smiling,  and  forth  from  the  gully  which  had 
saved  his  life.  To  look  at  him,  nobody  ever  could  have  guessed  how 
fast  he  had  fled,  and  how  close  he  had  lain  hid.  For  he  stood  there  as 
clean,  and  spruce,  and  careless,  as  even  a  sailor  can  wish  to  be. 
Limber  yet  stalwart,  agile  though  substantial,  and  as  quick  as  a  dart 
while  as  strong  as  a  pike,  he  seemed  cut  out  by  nature  for  a  true 
blue-jacket ;  but  condition  had  made  him  a  smuggler,  or,  to  put  it 
more  gently,  a  free-trader.  Britannia,  being  then  at  war  with  all 
the  world,  and  alone  in  the  right  (as  usual),  had  need  of  such  lads, 
and  produced  them  accordingly,  and  sometimes  one  too  many.  But 
Mary  did  not  understand  these  laws. 

This  made  her  look  at  him  with  great  surprise,  and  almost  doubt 
whether  he  could  be  the  man,  until  she  saw  her  skirt  neatly  folded  in 
his  hand,  and  then  she  said, '  How  do  you  do,  sir?' 

The  free-trader  looked  at  her  with  equal  surprise.  He  had  been 
in  such  a  hurry,  and  his  breath  so  short,  and  the  chance  of  a  £eital 
bullet  after  him  so  sharp,  that  his  mind  had  been  astray  from  any 
sense  of  beauty,  and  of  everything  else  except  the  safety  of  the  body. 
But  now  he  looked  at  Mary,  and  his  breath  again  went  from  him.  . 

*  You  can  run  again  now,  I  am  sure  of  it,'  said  she ;  *  and  if  you 
would  like  to  do  anything  to  please  me,  run  as  fast  as  possible.'  . 

*  What  have  I  to  run  away  from  now?'  he  answered  in  a  deep 
sweet  voice ;  '  I  run  from  enemies,  but  not  from  friends.' 
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'  That  is  very  wise.  But  your  enemies  are  still  almost  within 
call  of  you.  They  will  come  back  worse  than  ever,  when  they  find 
jou  are  not  there.' 

^  I  am  not  afraid,  fair  lady,  for  I  xmderstand  their  ways.  I  have 
led  them  a  good  many  dances  before  this ;  though  it  would  have  been 
my  last,  without  your  help.  They  will  go  on,  all  the  morning,  in 
{he  wrong  direction,  even  while  they  know  it.  Carroway  is  the  most 
stubborn  of  men.  He  never  turns  ikck ;  and  the  further  he  goes,  the 
better  his  bad  leg  is.  They  will  scatter  about,  among  the  fields  and 
hedges,  and  call  one  another  like  partridges.  And  when  they  cannot 
take  another  step,  they  will  come  back  to  Anerley  for  breakfast.' 

^  I  dare  say  they  will ;  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  them.  My 
&ther  is  a  soldier,  and  his  duty  is  to  nourish  and  comfort  the  forces 
of  the  king.' 

*  Then  you  are  young  Mistress  Anerley  ?  I  was  sure  of  it  before. 
There  are  no  two  such.  And  you  have  saved  my  life.  It  is  something 
to  owe  it  BO  feidy.' 

The  young  sailor  wanted  to  kiss  Mary's  hand ;  but  not  being  used 
to  any  g^dlantry,  she  held  out  her  hand  in  the  simplest  manner,  to 
take  back  her  riding  skirt ;  and  he,  though  longing  in  his  heart  to 
keq)  it,  for  a  token  or  pretext  for  another  meeting,  found  no  excuse 
for  doing  so.    And  yet  he  was  not  without  some  resource. 

For  the  maiden  was  giving  him  a  farewell  smile,  being  quite 
omtent  with  the  good  she  had  done,  and  the  luck  of  recovering  her 
property ;  and  that  sense  of  right,  which  in  those  days  formed  a  part 
of  every  good  young  woman,  said  to  her  plainly  that  she  must  be  off. 
And  she  felt  how  unkind  it  was  to  keep  him  any  longer,  in  a  place 
where  the  muzzle  of  a  gun,  with  a  man  behind  it,  might  appear  at  any 
moment.  But  he,  having  plentiful  breath  again,  was  at  home  with 
himself  to  spend  it. 

^  Fair  young  lady,'  he  began,  for  he  saw  that  Mary  liked  to  be 
called  a  lady,  because  it  was  a  novelty ;  '  owing  more  than  I  ever 
can  pay  you  already,  may  I  ask  a  little  more  ?  Then  it  is,  that  on 
your  way  down  to  the  sea,  you  would  just  pick  up  (if  you  should 
chance  to  see  it)  the  fellow  ring  to  this,  and  perhaps  you  will  look  at 
this  to  know  it  by.  The  one  that  was  shot  away  flew  against  a  stone 
just  on  the  left  of  the  mouth  of  the  Dyke,  but  I  durst  not  stop  to  look 
for  it,  and  I  must  not  go  back  that  way  now.  It  is  more  to  me  than 
a  hatful  of  gold,  though  nobody  else  would  give  a  crown  for  it.' 

*  And  they  really  shot  away  one  of  your  ear-rings  1  Careless,  cruel, 
wastefid  men  1  What  could  they  have  been  thinking  of?' 

'  They  were  thinking  of  getting  what  is  called  blood-money.  One 
hundred  pounds  for  Bobin  Lyth.  Dead  or  alive — one  hundred  pounds.' 

'  It  makes  me  shiver,  with  the  sun  upon  me.  Of  course,  they 
must  offer  money  for — for  people.  For  people  who  have  killed  other 
people,  and  bad  things — but  to  offer  a  hundred  poimds  for  a  firee- 
trader,  and  great  guns  at  him  to  get  it — I  never  diould  have 
4ihought  it  of  Captain  Carroway.' 
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*  Carroway  only  does  his  duty.  I  like  him  none  the  worse  for  it. 
Carroway  is  a  fool,  of  course.  His  life  has  been  in  my  hands  fifty 
times ;  but  I  will  never  take  it.  He  must  be  killed  sooner  or  later, 
because  he  rushes  into  everything.    But  never  will  it  be  my  doing.' 

'  Then  are  you  the  celebrated  Robin  Lyth — the  new  Eobin  Hood, 
as  they  call  him?    The  man  who  can  do  almost  anything?' 

'  Mistress  Anerley,  I  am  Eobin  Lyth ;  but  as  you  have  seen,  I 
cannot  do  much.    I  cannot  even  search  for  my  own  ear-ring.' 

*  I  will  search  for  it,  till  I  find  it.  They  have  shot  at  you  too 
much.  Cowardly,  cowardly  people!  Captain  Lyth,  where  shall  I 
put  it,  if  I  find  it?' 

^  If  you  could  hide  it  for  a  week,  and  then — then  tell  me  where  to 
find  it  in  the  afternoon  towards  four  o'clock,  in  the  lane  towards 
Bempton  ClijBFs.  We  are  off  to-night  upon  important  business.  We 
have  been  too  careless  lately,  from  laughing  at  poor  Carroway.' 

*  You  are  very  careless  now.  You  quite  frighten  me  almost. 
The  coast-riders  might  come  back  at  any  moment.  And  what  could 
you  do  then  ?  ' 

*  Run  away  gallantly,  as  I  did  before ;  with  this  little  diflFerence 
that  I  should  be  fresh,  while  they  are  as  stifi"  as  nut-cracks.  They 
have  missed  the  best  chance  they  ever  had  at  me ;  it  will  make  their 
temper  very  bad.  If  they  shot  at  me  again,  they  could  do  no  good. 
Crooked  mood  makes  crooked  mode.' 

You  forget  that  I  should  not  see  such  things.  You  may  like  very 
much  to  be  shot  at ;  but — but  you  should  think  of  other  people.' 

'  I  shall  think  of  you  only — I  mean  of  your  great  kindness,  and 
your  promise  to  keep  my  ring  for  me.  Of  course  you  will  tell 
nobody.  Carroway  will  have  me  like  a  tiger,  if  you  do.  Farewell, 
young  lady,  for  one  week  farewell.' 

With  a  wave  of  his  hat  he  was  gone,  before  Mary  had  time  to 
retract  her  promise ;  and  she  thought  of  her  mother,  as  she  rode  on 
slowly,  to  look  for  the  smuggler's  trinket. 


Chapter  VIII. 

CAPTAIN  CARROWAY. 

Fame,  that  light-of-love  trusted  by  so  many,  and  never  a  wife  till  a 
widow — fame,  the  fair  daughter  of  fuss  and  caprice,  may  yet  take  the 
phantom  of  bold  Robin  Lyth  by  the  right  hand,  and  lead  it  to  a 
pedestal  almost  as  lofty  as  Robin  Hood's,  or  she  may  let  it  vanish 
like  a  bat  across  Lethe — a  thing  not  bad  enough  for  eminence. 

However,  at  the  date,  and  in  the  part  of  the  world  now  dealt 
with,  this  great  firee-trader  enjoyed  the  warm  though  possibly  brief 
embrace  of  fame,  having  no  rival,  and  being  highly  respected  by  all 
who  were  unwarped  by  a  sense  of  duty.  And  blest  as  he  was  with 
a  lively  nature,  he  proceeded  happily  upon  his  path  in  life,  notwith^- 
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standing  a  certain  ticklish  sense  of  being  shot  at  undesirably.  This 
had  befellen  him  now  so  often,  without  producing  any  tangible  effect, 
that  a  great  many  people  and  especially  the  shooters  (convinced  of 
the  accuracy  of  their  aim)  went  far  to  believe  that  he  possessed  some 
charm  against  wholesome  bullet  and  gunpowder.  And  lately  even  a 
crooked  sixpence  dipped  in  holy  water  (which  was  still  to  be  had  in 
Yorkshire)  confirmed  and  doubled  the  fiEiith  of  all  good  people,  by 
being  declared  upon  oath  to  have  passed  clean  through  him,  as  was 
proved  by  its  being  picked  up  quite  clean. 

This  strong  belief  was  of  great  use  to  him ;  for,  like  many  other 
beliefs,  it  went  a  very  long  way  to  prove  itself.  Steady  left-hands 
now  grew  shaky  in  the  level  of  the  carbine,  and  firm  fore-fingers 
trembled  slightly  upon  draught  of  trigger,  and  the  chief  result  of  a 
large  discharge  was  a  wale  upon  the  marksman's  shoulder.  Robin, 
though  so  clever  and  well-practised  in  the  world,  was  scarcely  old 
enough  yet  to  have  learned  the  advantage  of  misapprehension ;  which, 
if  well  handled  by  any  man,  helps  him  in  the  cunning  of  paltry 
things,  better  than  a  truer  estimate.  But  without  going  into  that, 
he  was  pleased  with  the  fancy  of  being  invulnerable  ;  which  not  only 
doubled  his  courage,  but  trebled  the  discipline  of  his  followers,  and 
secured  him  the  respect  of  all  tradesmen.  However,  the  worst  of 
all  things  is,  that  just  when  they  are  establishing  themselves,  and 
earning  true  faith  by  continuance — out  of  pure  opposition  the 
direct  contrary  arises,  and  begins  to  prove  itself.  And  to  Captain 
Lyth  this  had  just  happened  in  the  shot  which  carried  off  his  left 
ear-ring. 

Not  that  his  body,  or  any  fleshly  member,  could  be  said  directly 
to  have  parted  with  its  charm  ;  but  that  a  warning  and  a  diffidence 
arose  from  so  near  a  visitation.  All  genuine  sailors  are  blessed  with 
strong  faith;  as  they  must  be,  by  natiure's  compensation.  Their 
bodies  continually  going  up  and  down  upon  perpetual  fluxion,  they 
never  could  live  if  their  minds  did  the  same,  like  the  minds  of 
stationary  landsmen.  Therefore,  their  minds  are  of  staunch  immo- 
bility, to  restore  th6  due  share  of  firm  element.  And  not  only  that, 
but  these  men  have  compressed  (through  generations  of  circum- 
stance), from  small  complications,  simplicity.  Being  out  in  all 
weathers,  and  rolling  about  so,  how  can  they  stand  upon  trifles? 
Solid  stays,  and  stanchions,  and  strong  bulwarks  are  their  need, 
and  not  a  dance  of  gnats  in  gossamer  ;  hating  all  fogs,  they  blow  not 
up  with  their  own  breath  misty  mysteries,  and  gazing  mainly  at  the 
sky  and  sea,  believe  purely  in  God  and  the  devil.  In  a  word,  these 
sailors  have  religion. 

Some  of  their  religion  is  not  well  pronounced,  but  declares  itself 
in  over-strong  expressions.  However,  it  is  in  them,  and  at  any 
moment  waiting  opportunity  of  action— a  shipwreck  or  a  grape-shot ; 
and  the  chaplain  has  good  hopes  of  them,  when  the  doctor  has  given 
them  over. 

Now  one  of  their  principal  canons  of  faith,  and  the  one  best 
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observed  in  practice,  is  (or  at  any  rate  used  to  be)  that  a  man  is 
bound  to  wear  earndngs.  For  theise,  as  sure  tradition  shows,  and 
no  pious  mariner  would  dare  to  doubt,  act  as  a  whetstone  in  all 
weathers  to  the  keen  edge  of  the  eyes.  Semble — as  the  lawyers  say 
— that  this  idea  was  bom  of  great  phonetic  iSetcts,  in  the  days  when 
a  seaman  knew  his  duty,  better  than  the  way  to  spell  it ;  and  when, 
if  his  outiook  were  sharpened  by  a  friendly  wring  from  the  captain 
of  the  watch,  he  never  dreamed  of  a  police-court. 

Eut  Robin  Lyth  had  never  cared  to  ask  why  he  wore  ear-rings. 
His  nature  was  not  meditative.  Enough  for  him  that  all  the  other 
men  of  Flamborough  did  so ;  and  enough  for  them  that  their  fathers 
had  done  it.  Whether  his  own  father  had  done  so,  was  more  than 
he  could  say,  because  he  knew  of  no  such  parent ;  and  of  that  other 
necessity,  a  mother,  he  was  equally  ignorant.  His  first  appearance 
at  Flamborough,  though  it  made  little  stir  at  the  moment  in  a 
place  of  so  many  adventures,  might  still  be  considered  unusual,  and  in 
some  little  degree,  remarkable.  So  that  Mistress  Anerley  was  not 
wrong  when  she  pressed  upon  Lieutenant  Carroway  how  imwise  it 
might  be  to  shoot  him,  any  more  than  Carroway  himself  was  wrong 
in  turning  in  at  Anerley  gate  for  breakfast. 

This  he  had  not  done  without  good  cause  of  honest  and  loyal 
necessity.  Free-trading  Bobin  had  predicted  well  the  course  of  his 
pursuers.  Bushing  eagerly  up  the  Dyke,  and  over  its  brim  with  their 
muskets,  that  gallant  force  of  Bevenue-m^  steadily  scoured  the 
neighbourhood ;  and  the  further  they  went  the  worse  they  fared. 
There  was  not  a  horse  standing  down  by  a  pool,  with  "his  stiflF  legs 
shut  up  into  biped  form,  nor  a  cow  staring  blandly  across  an  old 
rail,  nor  a  sheep  with  a  pectoral  cough  behind  a  hedge,  nor  a  rabbit 
making  rustle  at  the  eyebrow  of  his  hole,  nor  even  a  moot,  that 
might  either  be  a  man,  or  hold  a  man  inside  it — ^whom  or  which  those 
active  fellows  did  not  circumvent  and  poke  into.  In  none  of  these, 
however,  could  they  find  the  smallest  breach  of  the  strictest  laws  of 
the  revenue ;  until  at  last,  having  exhausted  their  bodies,  by  great  zeal 
both  of  themselves  and  of  mind,  they  braced  them  again  to  the  duty 
of  going,  as  promptiy  as  possible,  to  breakfast. 

For  a  purpose  of  that  kind  few  better  places  perhaps  could  be 
found  than  this  Anerley  Farm,  though  not  at  the  best  of  itself  just 
now,  because  of  the  denials  of  the  season.  It  is  a  sad  truth  about 
the  heyday  of  the  year,  such  as  August  is  in  Yorkshire — ^where  they 
have  no  spring — that  just  when  a  man  would  like  his  victuals  to 
rise  to  the  mark  of  the  period,  to  be  simple  yet  varied,  exhilarating 
yet  substantial,  the  heat  of  the  smnmer  day  de&auds  its  increased 
length  for  feeding.  For  instance,  to  cite  a  very  trifling  point — at 
least  in  some  opinions — ^August  has  banished  that  bright  content 
and  most  devout  resignation  which  ensue  the  removal  of  a  petted 
pig  from  this  troublous  world  of  grunt.  The  fat  pig  rolls  in 
wallowing  rapture,  defying  his  friends  to  make  pork  of  him  yet, 
and  hugs  with  complacence  unpickleable  hams.   The  partridge  among 
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the  pillared  wheat,  tenderly  footing  the  way  for  his  chioks,  and 
teaching  little  balls  of  down  to  hop,  knowfl  how  saoied  are 
their  lives  to  others  as  well  as  to  himself;  and  the  less  paternal 
eock-pheaaant  scratches  the  ridge  of  green-shouldered  potatoes, 
without  fear  of  keeping  them  company  at  diimer. 

But  though  the  bright  glory  of  the  griddle  remains  in  suspense 
for  the  hoary  mornings,  and  hooks  that  carried  woodcocks  once,  and 
hope  to  do  so  yet  again,  are  primed  with  dust  instead  of  lard,  and 
the  frying-pan  hangs  on  the  cellar  nail  with  a  holiday  gloss  of  raw 
mutton  suet — yet  is  there  still  some  comfort  left,  yet  dappled  brawn, 
and  bacon  striked,  yet  golden-hearted  eggs,  and  mushrooms  quilted 
witli  pink  satin,  spiced  beef  carded  with  pellucid  fat,  buckstone  cake^ 
and  bread  scented  with  tha  ash  of  gorse  bloom — of  these  and  more 
that  pave  the  way  into  the  good-will  of  mankind,  what  lack  haye 
fine  farm-houses  ? 

And  then  again  for  the  liquid  duct,  the  softer'  and  more  sensitive, 
the  one  that  is  never  out  of  season,  but  perennially  brisk — here  we 
have  advantage  of  the  gentle  time  that  mellows  thirst.  The  long 
ride  of  the  summer  sun  makes  men  who  are  in  feeling  with  him,  and 
like  him  go  up  and  down,  not  forego  the  moral  of  his  labour,  which 
is  work  and  rest.  Work  all  day,  and  light  the  roimded  land  with 
fruit  and  nurture,  and  rest  at  evening,  looking  through  bright  fluid, 
as  the  sun  goes  down. 

But  times  there  are  when  sun  and  man,  by  stress  of  work,  or 
douds,  or  light,  or  it  may  be  some  Process  of  the  Equinox,  make 
draughts  upon  the  untilted  day,  and  solace  themselves  in  the  morn- 
ing. For  lack  of  dew  the  sun  draws  lengthy  sucks  of  cloud  quite 
early,  and  men  who  have  laboured  far  and  dry,  and  scattered  the  rime 
of  Uie  night  with  dust,  find  themselves  ready  about  8  A.K.  for  the 
golden  encouragement  of  gentle  ale.. 

The  farm-house  had  an  old  porch  of  stone,  with  a  baach  of  stone 
on  either  side,  and  pointed  windows  trying  to  look  out  imder  brows 
of  ivy ;  and  this  porch  led  into  the  long  low  hall,  where  the  breakfast 
was  b^^ning.  To  say  what  was  on  the  table  would  be  only  waste 
of  time,  because  it  has  all  been  eaten  so  long  ago ;  but  the  farm^ 
was  vexed  because  there  were  no  shrimps.  Not  that  he  cared  half 
the  clip  of  a  whisker  for  all'  the  shrimps  that  ever  bearded  the  sea, 
only  that  he  liked  to  seem  to  love  them,  to  keep  Mary  at  work  for 
him.  The  flower  of  his  flock,  and  of  all  the  flocks  of  the  world  of 
the  universe  to  his  mind,  was  his  darling  daughter  Mary ;  the  strength 
of  his  love  was  upon  her,  and  he  liked  to  eat  anything  of  her  cooking* 

His  body  was  too  firm  to  fidget ;  but  his  mind  was  out  of  its  usual 
comfort,  because  the  pride  of  his  heart,  his  Mary,  seemed  to  be 
hiding  something  from  him.  And  with  the  justice  to  be  expected 
frt>m  far  clearer  minds  than  his,  being  vexed  by  one,  be  was  rq)e  for 
the  relief  of  snapping  at  fifty  others.  Mary,  who  could  read  h^,  as 
a  sailor  reads  his  compass,  by  the  comer  of  one  eye,  awaited 
with  good  content  the  usual  result — an  outbreak  of  words  upon  the 
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indolent  Willie,  whenever  that  young  farmer  should  come  down  to 
breakfast,  then  a  comforting  glance  from  the  mother  at  her  William, 
followed  by  a  plate  kept  hot  for  him,  and  then  a  fine  shake  of  the 
master's  shoulders,  and  a  stamp  of  departure  for  business.  But 
instead  of  that,  what  came  to  pass  was  this. 

In  the  first  place,  a  mighty  bark  of  dogs  arose ;  as  needs  must  be, 
where  a  man  does  his  duty  towards  the  nobler  animals  ;  fot  sure  it  is 
that  the  dogs  will  not  fail  of  their  part.  Then  an  inferior  noise  of 
men,  crying,  *  Good  dog,  good  dog !'  and  other  fulsome  flatteries,  in 
the  hope  of  avoiding  any  tooth-mark  on  their  legs ;  and  after  that  a 
shaking  down  and  settlement  of  sounds,  as  if  feet  were  brought  into 
good  order,  and  stopped.  Then  a  tall  man  with  a  body  foil  of 
comers,  and  a  face  of  grim  temper,  stood  in  the  doorway. 

'  Well,  well,  captain,  now ! '  cried  Stephen  Anerley,  getting  up 
after  waiting  to  be  spoken  to,  '  the  breath  of  us  all  is  hard  to  get, 
with  doing  of  our  duty,  sir.  Come  ye  in,  and  sit  doon  to  table,  and 
his  Majesty's  forces  along  o'  ye.' 

*  Cadman,  Ellis,  and  Dick,  be  damned  ! '  the  lieutenant  shouted 
out  to  them ;  '  you  shall  have  all  the  victuals  you  want  by-and-by. 
Cross  legs,  and  get  your  winds  up.  Captain  of  the  coast-defence,  I 
am  under  your  orders,  in  your  own  house.'  Carroway  was  starving,  as 
only  a  man  with  long  and  active  jaws  can  starve-;  and  now  the  appear- 
ance of  the  farmer's  mouth,  hafr  full  of  a  kindly  relish,  made  the 
emptiness  of  his  own  more  bitter.  But  happen  what  might,  he  re- 
solved, as  usual,  to  enforce  strict  discipline,  to  feed  himself  first,  and 
his  men  in  proper  order. 

'  Walk  in,  gentlemen,  all  walk  in,*  Master  Anerley  shouted,  as  if 
all  men  were  alike,  and  coming  to  the  door  with  an  hospitable  stride ; 
'  glad  to  see  all  of  ye,  upon  my  soul  I  am.  Ye've  hit  upon  the  right 
time  for  coming  too ;  though  there  might  a'  been  more  upon  the 
table^  Mary,  run,  that's  a  dear,  and  fetch  your  grandfather's  big 
Sabbath  carver.  Them  peaky  little  clams  a'most  puts  out  all  my 
shoulder-blades,  and  wunna  bite  through  a  twine  of  gristle.  Plates 
for  all  the  gentlemen,  Winnie  lass!  Bill,  go  and  drah  the  black 
jarge  full  o'  yell.' 

The  farmer  knew  well  enough  that  Willie  was  not  down  yet ;  but 
this  was  his  manner  of  letting  people  see  that  he  did  not  approve  of 
such  hours. 

*  My  poor  lad  Willie,'  said  the  mistress  of  the  house,  returning 
with  a  curtsey  the  brave  lieutenant's  scrape,  *  I  fear  he  hath  the 
rheum  again,  overheating  of  himself  after  sungate.' 

^  Ay,  ay,  I  forgot.  He  hath  to  heat  himself  in  bed  again,  with 
the  sun  upon  his  coverlid.    Mary,  lof,  how  many  hours  was  ye  up?' 

'  Your  daughter,  sir,'  answered  the  lieutenant,  with  a  glance  at 
the  maiden  over  the  opal  gleam  of  firoth,  which  she  had  headed  up 
for  him ;  'your  daughter  has  been  down  the  Dyke  before  the  sun  was, 
and  doing  of  her  duty  by  the  king  and  by  his  revenue.  Mistress 
Anerley,  your  good  health !    Master  Anerley,  the  like  to  you,  and 
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jour  daughter,  and  all  of  your  good  household ! '  Before  they  had 
fmished  their  thanks  for  this  honour,  the  quart-pot  was  set  down 
empty.  '  A  very  pretty  brew,  sir,  a  pretty  brew  indeed  1  Fall  back 
men !  Have  heed  of  discipline.  A  chalked  line  is  what  they  want, 
sir.  Mistress  Anerley,  your  good  health  again  1  The  air  is  now 
thirsty  in  the  mornings.  If  those  fellows  could  be  given  a  bench 
against  the  wall — a  bench  against  the  wall  is  what  they  feel  for  with 
their  legs.  It  comes  so  natural  to  their — ^yes,  yes,  their  legs,  and 
the  crook  of  their  heels,  ma*am,  from  what  they  were  brought  up  to 
sit  upon.  And  if  you  have  any  beer  brewed  for  washing  days,  ma'am, 
that  is  what  they  like,  and  the  right  thing  for  their  bellies.  Cad- 
man,  Ellis,  and  Dick  Hackerbody,  sit  down  and  be  thankful.' 

'  But  surely.  Captain  Carroway,  you  would  never  be  happy  to  sit 
down  without  them.  Look  at  their  small  clothes,  the  dust  and  the 
dirt  I    And  their  mouths  show  what  you  might  make  of  them.' 

^Yes,  madam,  yes;  the  very  worst  of  them  is  that.  They  are 
always  looking  out,  here  there  and  everywhere,  for  victuals  ever- 
lasting. Let  them  wait  their  proper  time,  and  then  they>  do  it 
properly.' 

'Their  proper  time  is  now,  sir.  Winnie,  fill  their  horns  up. 
Mary,  wait  you  upon  the  officer.  Captain  Carroway,  I  will  not  have 
anybody  starve  in  my  house.' 

*  Madam,  you  are  the  lawgiver  in  your  own  house.  Men  of  the 
coastguard,  faU  to  upon  your  victuals.' 

The  lieutenant  frowned  horribly  at  his  men,  as  much  as  to  say, 
*  Take  no  advantage,  but  show  your  best  manners ; '  and  they  touched 
their  forelocks  wi&  a  pleasant  grin,  and  began  to  feed  rapidly  ;  and 
verily  their  wives  would  have  said  that  it  was  h^h  time  for  them.  Feed- 
ing, as  a  duty,  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  discipline  had  no  rank 
left.  Good  things  appeared  and  disappeared,  with  the  speedy  doom 
of  all  excellence.  Mary,  and  Winnie  the  maid,  flitted  in  and  out, 
like  carrier-pigeons. 

'Now  when  the  situation  comes  to  this,'  said  the  farmer  at  last, 
being  heartily  pleased  with  the  style  of  their  feeding  and  laughing, 
'his  Majesty  hath  made  an  officer  of  me,  though  void  of  his  own 
writing.  Mounted  Fencibles,  Filey  Briggers,  called  in  the  foreign 
parts  "  Brigadiers."  Not  that  I  stand  upon  sermonry  about  it,  ex- 
oq)t  in  the  matter  of  his  Majesty's  health,  as  never  is  due  without 
ardent  spirits.  But  my  wife  hath  a  right  to  her  own  way,  and  never 
yet  I  knowed  her  go  away  from  it.' 

'Not  so,  by  any  means,'  the  mistress  said,  and  said  it  so  quietly 
that  some  believed  her ;  '  I  never  was  so  much  for  that.  Captain, 
you  are  a  married  man.  But  reason  is  reason,  in  the  middle  of  us  all, 
and  what  else  should  I  say  to  my  husband  ?  Mary  lass,  Mary  lof, 
wherever  is  your  duty  ?    The  captain  hath  the  best  pot  empty.' 

With  a  bright  blush  Mary  sprang  up  to  do  her  duty.  In  those 
days  no  girl  was  ashamed  to  blush ;  and  the  bloodless  cheek  savoured 
of  small-pox. 
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*  Hold  up  your  head,  my  lof,'  her  fkther  said  aloud,  with  a  smile  of 
tidy  pride,  and  a  pat  upon  her  back ;  ^  no  call  to  look  at  all  ashamed, 
my  dear.  To  my  mind,  captain,  though  I  may  be  wrong,  however, 
but  to  my  mind  this  little  maid  may  stan'  upright  in  the  presence  of 
downright  any  one.' 

*  There  lies  the  very  thing  that  never  should  be  said.  Captain, 
you  have  seven  children,  or  it  may  be  eight  of  them  justly.  And 
the  pride  of  life — ^Mary,  you  be  oflF  I ' 

Mary  was  glad  to  run  away,  for  she  liked  not  to  be  among  so 
many  men.    But  her  fether  would  not  have  her  triumphed  over. 

*  Speak  for  yourself,  good  wife,'  he  said.  *  I  know  what  you  have 
got  behind,  as  well  as  rooks  know  ploughtail.  Captain,  you  never 
heard  me  say  that  the  lass  were  any  booty,  but  the  very  same  as  Grod 
hath  made  her,  and  thankful  for  straight  legs  and  eyes.  Howsoever, 
there  might  be  worse-favoured  maidens,  without  running  out  of  the 
Eiding.' 

'  You  may  ride  all  the  way  to  the  city  of  London,'  the  captain 
exclaimed,  with  a  clench  of  his  fist, '  or  even  to  Portsmouth,  where 
my  wife  came  from,  and  never  find  a  maid  fit  to  hold  a  candle  for 
Mary  to  curl  her  hair  by.' 

The  flBwmer  was  so  pleased  that  he  whispered  something;  but 
Carroway  put  his  hand  before  his  mouth,  and  said, '  Never,  no  never 
in  the  morning!'  But  in  spite  of  that.  Master  Anerley  felt  in  his 
pocket  for  a  key,  and  departed. 

*  Wicked,  wicked,  is  the  word  I  use,'  protested  Mrs.  Anerley, '  for  . 
aU  this  fribble  about  rooks  and  looks,  and  holding  of  candles,  and 
curling  of  hair.  When  I  was  Mary's  age — oh,  dear !   It  may  not  be 
so  for  your  daughters,  captain;  but  evil  for  mine  was  the  day  that 
invented  those  proud  swinging-glasses.' 

'  That  you  may  pronounce,  ma'am,  and  I  will  say  Amen.  Why, 
my  eldest  daughter  in  her  tenth  year  now  ' 

'Come,  Captain  Carroway,'  broke  in  the  farmer,  returning 
softly  with  a  square  old  bottle ;  *  how  goes  the  fighting  with  the 
Crappos  now  ?  Put  your  legs  up,  and  light  your  pipe,  and  tell  us  all 
the  news.' 

'  Cadman,  and  Ellis,  and  Dick  Hackerbody,'  the  lieutenant  of  the 
coastguard  shouted,  *  you  have  fed  well.  Be  off,  men ;  no  more 
neglect  of  duty !  Place  an  outpost  at  the  fork  of  the  Sewerby  road, 
and  strictly  observe  the  enemy ;  while  I  hold  a  council  of  war  with 
my  brother  oflScer,  Captain  Anerley.  Half-a-crown  for  you,  if  you 
catch  the  rogue,  half-a-crown  each,  and  promotion  of  twopence. 
Attention,  eyes  right,  make  yourselves  scarce !  Well,  now  the  rogues 
are  gone,  let  us  make  ourselves  at  home.  Anerley,  your  question  is  a 
dry  one.  A  dry  one ;  but  this  is  uncommonly  fine  stuff  I  How  the 
devil  has  it  slipped  through  oiur  fingers  ?  Never  mind  that,  vfderr 
amiooa — sir,  I  was  at  school  at  Shrewsbury — but  as  to  the  war,  sir, 
the  service  is  going  to  the  devil,  for  i^e  want  of  piure  principle.' 

The  farmer  nodded ;  and  his  looks  declared  that  to  some  extent 
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he  felt  it.  He  had  got  the  worst  side  of  some  bargains  that  week; 
bat  his  wife  had  another  way  of  thinking. 

'  Why,  Captain  Carroway,  whatever  could  be  purer?  When  you 
were  at  sea,  had  you  ever  a  man  of  the  dovmright  principles  of 
Nelson?' 

*  Nelson  has  done  very  well  in  his  way ;  but  he  is  a  man  who  has 
risen  too  fast,  as  other  men  rise  too  slowly.  Nothing  in  him;  no 
substance,  madam ;  I  knew  him  as  a  youngster,  and  I  could  have 
tossed  him  on  a  marling-spike.  And  instead  of  feeding  well,  sir,  he 
quite  wore  himself  away.  To  my  firm  knowledge,  he  would  scarcely 
turn  the  scale  upon  a  good  Frenchman  of  half  of  the  peas.  Every  man 
should  work  his  own  way  up,  unless  his  father  did  it  for  him.  In  my 
time  we  had  fifty  men  as  good,  and  made  no  fuss  about  them.' 

^  And  you  not  the  last  of  them,  captain,  I  dare  say.  Though  I  do 
love  to  hear  of  the  Lord's  Lord  Nelson,  as  the  people  call  him.  If 
ever  a  man  fought  his  own  way  up  ' 

'  Madam,  I  know  him,  and  respect  him  well.  He  would  walk  up 
to  the  devil,  with  a  sword  between  his  teeth,  and  a  boarder's  pistol  in 
each  hand.  Madam,  I  leaped  in  that  condition  a  depth  of  six 
fiftthoms  and  a  half  into  the  starboard  mizen-chains  of  the  French 
line-of-battle  ship,    Peace  and  Thunder." ' 

'  Oh,  Captain  Carroway,  how  dreadful !  What  had  you  to  lay, 
hold  with?' 

'  At  such  times  a  man  must  not  lay  hold.  My  business  was  to 
lay  about ;  and  I  did  it  to  some  purpose.  This  little  slash  across  my 
eyes  struck  fire,  and  it  does  the  same  now  by  moonlight.' 

One  of  the  last  men  in  the  world  to  brag  was  Lieut^ant  Carro- 
way. Nothing  but  the  great  thirst  of  this  morning,  and  stroQg 
necessity  of  quenching  it,  could  ever  have  led  him  to  speak  about 
himself,  and  remember  his  Gsm  little  exploits.  But  the  farmer  was 
pleased,  and  said, '  Tell  us  some  more,  sir.' 

'  Mistress  Anerley,'  the  captain  answered,  shutting  up  the  scar 
which  he  was  able  to  expand,  by  a  means  of  a  muscle  of  excitement ; 
'  you  know  that  a  man  should  drop  these  subjects,  when  he  has  got  a 
large  family.  I  have  been  in  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  madam,  and 
now  I  am  in  the  Revenue ;  but  my  duty  is  first  to  my  own  house.' 

'  Do  take  care,  sir,  I  beg  you  to  be  careful.  Those  firee-traders 
now  are  come  to  such  a  pitch,  that  any  day  or  night  they  may  shoot 
you.' 

'  Not  they,  madam.  No,  they  are  not  murderers.  In  a  hand-to- 
hand  conflict  they  might  do  it,  as  I  might  do  the  same  to  them. 
This  very  morning  my  men  shot  at  the  captain  of  all  smugglers, 
Robin  Lyth  of  Flamborough,  with  a  himdred  guineas  upon  his  head. 
It  was  no  wish  of  mine,  but  my  breath  was  short  to  stop  them,  and  a 
man  with  a  family  like  mine  can  never  despise  a  himdred  guineas.' 

'Why,  Sophy,'  said  the  farmer,  thinking  slowly  with  a  frown, 
'that  must  have  been  the  noise  come  in  at  the  window,  when  I  wej'e 
getting  up  this  morning.    I  said, "  Why,  there's  some  poacher-feUow 
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popping  at  the  conies,"  and  out  I  went  straight  to  the  warren  to  see* 
Three  gunshots,  or  might  a'  been  four.  How  many  men  was  you 
shooting  at  ? ' 

'  The  force  under  my  command  was  in  pursuit  of  one  notorious 
criminal;  that  well-known  villain,  Sobin  Lyth.' 

'  Captain,  your  duty  is  to  do  your  duty.  But  without  your  own 
word  for  it,  I  never  would  believe  that  you  brought  four  gun-muzzles 
down  upon  one  man.' 

'  The  force  imder  my  command  carried  three  guns  only.  It  was 
not  in  their  power  to  shoot  off  four.' 

^  Captain,  I  never  would  have  done  it  in  your  place.  I  call  it  no 
better  than  unmanly.  Now  go  you  not  for  to  stir  yourself  amiss. 
To  look  thunder  at  me  is  what  I  laugh  at.  But  many  things  are 
done  in  a  hurry.  Captain  Carroway,  and  I  take  it  that  this  was  one 
of  them.' 

'  As  to  that,  no  I    I  will  not  have  it.    All  was  in  thorough  good 
.  order.    I  was  never  so  much  as  a  cable's  length  behind,  though  the 
devil,  some  years  ago,  split  my  heel  up,  like  his  own,  sir.' 

*  Captain,  I  see  it,  and  I  ask  your  pardon.  Your  men  were  out 
of  reach  of  hollering.  At  our  time  of  life  the  wind  dies  quick,  from 
want  of  blowing  oftener.' 

*  Btuff ! '  cried  the  captain.  ^  Who  was  the  freshest  that  came  to 
your  hospitable  door,  sir?  I  will  foot  it  'v'ith  any  man  for  six 
leagues,  but  not  for  half  a  mile,  ma'am.  I  depart  from  nothing.  I 
said,  "  Fire  1 "  and  lire  they  did,  and  they  shall  again.  What  do 
Volunteers  know  of  the  service  ? ' 

*  Stephen,  you  shall  not  say  a  single  other  word;'  Mistress 
Anerley  stopped  her  husband  thus ;  *  these  matters  are  out  of  your 
line  altogether ;  because  you  have  never  taken  anybody's  blood.  The 
captain  here  is  used  to  it,  like  all  the  sons  of  Belial,  brought  up  in 
the  early  portions  of  the  Holy  Writ.' 

Lieutenant  Carroway's  acquaintance  with  the  Bible  was  not  more 
extensive  than  that  of  other  officers,  and  comprised  little  more  than 
the  story  of  Joseph,  and  that  of  David  and  Goliath ;  so  he  bowed  to 
his  hostess  for  her  comparison,  while  his  gaunt  and  bristly  coun- 
tenance gave  way  to  a  pleasant  smile.  For  this  officer  of  the  British 
Crown  had  a  face  of  strong  features,  and  upon  it,  whatever  he 
thought  was  told  as  plainly  as  the  time  of  day  is  told  by  the  clock  in 
the  kitchen.  At  the  same  time.  Master  Anerley  was  thinking  that 
he  might  have  said  more  than  a  host  should  say,  concerning  a  matter 
which,  after  all,  was  no  particular  concern  of  his;  whereas  it  was 
his  special  place  to  be  kind  to  any  visitor.  All  this  he  considered 
with  a  sound  grave  mind,  and  then  stretched  forth  his  right  hand  to 
the  officer. 

Carroway,  being  a  generous  man,  would  not  be  outdone  in  apo- 
logies. So  these  two  strengthened  their  mutual  esteem,  without  any 
lighting — which  generally  is  the  quickest  way  of  renewing  respect— 
and  Mistress  Anerley,  having  been  a  little  frightened,  took  credit  to 
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herself  for  the  good  words  she  had  used.  Then  the  farmer,  who  seldom 
diank  cordials,  although  he  liked  to  see  other  people  do  it,  set  forth 
to  see  a  man  who  was  come  about  a  rick,  and  sundry  other  business. 
But  Carroway,  in  spite  of  all  his  boasts,  was  stiflF,  though  he  bravely 
denied  that  he  could  be ;  and  when  the  good  housewife  insisted  on 
his  stopping,  to  listen  to  something  that  was  much  upon  her  mind, 
and  of  great  importance  to  the  revenue,  he  could  not  help  owning 
that  duty  compelled  him  to  smoke  another  pipe,  and  hearken. 


Chaptbr  IX. 

nOBIN  COCKSCBOFT. 

NoTHiNO  ever  was  allowed  to  stop  Mrs.  Anerley  from  seeing  to  the 
bedrooms.  She  kept  them  airing  for  about  three  hours,  at  this  time 
of  the  sun-stitch — as  she  called  all  the  doings  of  the  sim  upon  the  sky 
^-and  then  there  was  pushing,  and  probing,  and  tossing,  and  pulliug, 
and  thumping,  and  kneading  of  knuckles,  till  the  rib  of  every  feather 
was  aching;  and  then  (like  dough  before  the  fire)  every  well  be- 
laboured tick  was  left  to  yeast  itself  awhile.  Winnie,  the  maid,  was 
as  strong  as  a  post,  and  wore  them  all  out  in  bed-making.  Carroway 
heard  the  beginning  of  this  noise,  but  none  of  it  meddled  at  all  with 
his  comfort ;  he  lay  back  nicely  in  a  happy  fit  of  chair,  stretched  his 
1^  well  upon  a  bench,  and  nodded,  keeping  slow  time  with  the 
breathings  of  his  pipe,  and  drawing  a  vapoury  dream  of  ease.  He 
had  Bared  many  stony  miles  afoot  that  morning ;  and  feet,  legs,  and 
body  were  now  less  young  than  they  used  to  be  once  upon  a  time. 
Looking  up  sleepily,  the  captain  had  idea  of  a  pretty  young  fece 
hanging  over  him,  and  a  soft  voice  saying,  *  It  was  me  who  did  it  all,' 
which  was  very  good  granmiar  in  those  days ;  *  will  you  forgive  me  ? 
But  I  could  not  help  it,  and  you  must  have  been  sorry  to  shoot  him/ 

*  Shoot  everybody  who  attempts  to  land,'  the  weary  man  ordered 
drowsily ; '  Mattie,  once  more,  you  are  not  to  dust  my  pistols.' 

'I  could  not  be  happy  without  telling  you  the  truth,'  the  soft 
voice  continued,  *  be-cause  I  told  you  such  a  dreadful  stpry.  And  now — 
oh, here  comes  mother!' 

*What  has  come  over  you  this  morning,  child?  You  do  the 
most  extraordinary  things,  and  now  you  cannot  let  the  captain  rest. 
60  round  and  look  for  eggs  this  very  moment.  You  will  want  to  be 
playing  fijie  music  next.  Now,  captain,  I  am  at  your  service,  if  you 
please,  unless  you  feel  too  sleepy.' 

'Mistress  Anerley,  I  never  felt  more  wideawake  in  all  my  life. 
We  of  the  service  must  snatch  a  wink  whenever  we  can,  but  with  one 
eye  open ;  and  it  is  not  often  that  we  see  such  charming  sights.' 

The  farmer's  wife  having  set  the  beds  to  '  plump,'  had  stolen  a 
look  at  the  glass,  and  put  on  her  second-best  Sunday  cap,  in  honour 
of  a  real  officer ;  and  she  looked  very  nice  indeed,  especially  when 
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Bhe  received  a  compliment.  But  she  had  seen  too  much  of  life  to  he 
disturbed  thereby. 

*  Ah,  Captain  Carroway,  what  ways  you  have  of  getting  on  with 
simple  people,  while  you  are  laughing  all  the  time  at  tiiiem.  It  oomes 
of  the  foreign  war  experience,  going  on  so  long,  that  in  the  end  we 
diall  all  be  foreigners.  But  one  place  thare  is  that  you  never  can 
conquer,  nor  Boneypart  himself,  to  my  belief.' 

*  Ah,  you  mean  Flamborough — ^Flamborough,  yes  I  It  is  a  nest 
of  cockatrices.* 

'  Captain,  it  is  nothing  of  the  sort.  It  is  the  most  honest  place 
in  all  the  world.  A  man  may  throw  a  guinea  on  the  cross-roads  in 
the  night,  and  have  it  back  from  Dr.  Upandown  any  time  within 
seven  years.  You  ought  to  know  by  this  time  what  tiiey  are  ;  hard 
as  it  is  to  get  among  them.' 

'  I  only  know  that  they  can  shut  their  mouths ;  and  the  devil 
himself — I  beg  your  pardon,  madam — Old  Nick  himself  never  could 
unscrew  them.' 

^  You  are  right,  sir.  I  know  their  manner  well.  They  are  open 
as  the  sky  with  one  another,  but  close  as  the  grave  to  all  the  woiid 
outside  them,  and  most  of  all  to  people  of  authority  like  you.' 

*  Mistress  Anerley,  you  have  just  hit  it.  Not  a  word  can  I  get  out 
of  them.  The  name  of  the  king — G-od  bless  him  I — seems  to  have 
no  weight  among  them.' 

'  And  you  cannot  get  at  them,  sir,  by  any  dint  of  money,  or  even 
by  living  in  the  midst  of  them.  The  only  way  to  do  it  is  by  kin  of 
blood,  or  marriage.  And  that  is  how  I  come  to  know  more  about 
them  than  almost  anybody  else  outside.  My  master  can  scarcely  win 
a  word  of  them  even,  kind  as  he  is,  and  well-spoken ;  and  neither 
might  I,  though  my  tongue  was  tenfold,  if  it  were  not  for  Joan 
Cockscroft.    But  being  Joan's  cousin,  I  am  like  one  of  themselves.' 

*Cockscroftl  Cockscroft?  I  have  heard  that  name.  Do  they 
keep  the  public-house  there  ? ' 

The  lieutenant  was  now  on  the  scent  of  duty,  and  assumed  his 
most  knowing  air,  the  sole  eflfect  of  which  was  to  put  everybody  upon 
guard  against  him.  For  tliis  was  a  man  of  no  subtlety,  but  straight- 
forward, downright,  and  ready  to  believe;  and  his  cleverest  device 
was  to  seem  to  disbelieve. 

*  The  Cockscrofts  keep  no  public-house,'  Mrs.  Anerley  answered, 
with  a 'little  flush  of  pride;  'why,  she  was  half-niece  to  my  own 
grandmother,  and  never  was  beer  in  the  family.  Not  that  it  would 
have  been  wrong,  if  it  was.  Captain,  you  are  thinking  of  Widow 
Precious,  licensed  to  the  Cod  with  the  Hook  in  his  G-ilis.  I  should 
have  thought,  sir,  that  you  might  have  known  a  little  more  of 
your  neighbours  having  fallen  below  the  path  of  life  by  reason  of 
bad  bank-tokens.  Banking  came  up  in  her  parts  like  dog-madness, 
as  it  might  have  done  here,  if  our  farmers  were  the  fools  to  handle 
their  cash  with  gloves  on.  And  Joan  became  robbed  by  the  fault  of 
her  trustees,  the  very  best  bakers  in  Scarborough,  though  Bobin  never 
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married  her  for  it,  thank  God !  Still  it  was  very  sad,  and  scarcely 
bears  describing  of,  and  pulled  them  in  the  crook  of  this  world's  swing 
to  a  lower  pitch  tiian  if  they  had  robbed  the  folk  that  robbed  and 
ruined  them.  And  Eobin  so  was  driven  to  the  fish  again,  which  he 
always  had  hankered  after.  It  must  have  been  before  you  heard  of 
this  coast,  captain,  and  before  the  long  war  was  so  hard  on  us,  that 
everybody  about  these  parts  was  to  double  his  bags  by  banking,  and 
no  man  was  right  to  pocket  his  own  guineas,  for  fear  of  his  own  wife 
feeling  them.  And  bitterly  such  were  paid  out  for  their  cowardice 
and  swindling  of  their  own  bosoms.' 

'I  have  heard  of  it  often,  and  it  served  them  right.  Master 
Anerley  knew  where  his  money  was  safe,  ma'am ! ' 

*  Neither  Captain  Eobin  Cockscroft  nor  his  wife  was  in  any  way 
to  blame,'  answered  Mrs.  Anerley.  '  I  have  framed  my  mind  to  teU 
you  about  them ;  and  I  will  do  it  tnily,  if  I  am  not  interrupted.  Two 
hammers  never  yet  drove  a  nail  straight,  and  I  make  a  rule  of  silence, 
when  my  betters  wish  to  talk.' 

*Mailam,  you  remind  me  of  my  own  wife.  She  asks  me  a  ques- 
tion, and  she  will  not  let  me  answer.' 

'  That  is  the  only  way  I  know  of  getting  on.  Mistress  Carroway 
must  understand  you,  captain.  I  was  at  the  point  of  telling  you 
how  my  cousin  Joan  was  married,  before  her  money  went,  and  when 
she  was  really  good-looking.  I  was  quite  a  child,  and  ran  along  the 
shore  to  see  it.  It  must  have  been  in  the  high  summer  time,  with 
fte  weather  fit  for  bathing,  and  the  sea  as  smooth  as  a  duck-pond. 
And  Captain  Bobin,  being  well-to-do,  and  established  with  everything 
except  a  wife,  and  pleased  with  the  pretty  smile  and  quiet  ways  ^  of 
Joan — for  he  never  had  heard  of  her  money,  mind — put  his  oar  into 
the  sea  and  rowed  ft"om  Flamborough  all  the  way  to  Filey  Brigg, 
with  thirty-five  fishermen  after  him;  for  the  Flamborough  people 
make  a  point  of  seeing  one  another  through  their  troubles.  And 
Bobin  was  known  for  the  handsomest  man,  and  the  uttermost  fisher 
of  the  landing,  with  three  boats  of  his  own,  and  good  birth,  and  long 
sea-lines.  And  there  at  once  they  found  my  cousin  Joan,  with  her 
trostees,  come  overland,  four  waggons  and  a  cart  in  all  of  them ;  and 
after  they  were  married,  they  burned  sea-weed,  having  no  fear  in 
those  days  of  invasions.  And  a  merry  day  they  made  of  it,  and  rowed 
back  by  the  moonshine.  For  every  one  Uked  and  respected  Captain 
Cockscroft  on  account  of  his  skill  with  the  deep  sea-lines,  and  the 
<^nnes8  of  his  hands  when  full — a  wonderful  quiet  and  harmless 
man,  as  the  manner  is  of  all  great  fishermen.  Tliey  had  bacon  for 
hreakfast  whenever  they  liked,  and  a  guinea  to  lend  to  anybody  in 
distress. 

'Then  suddenly  one  morning,  when  his  hair  was  growing  grey, 
and  his  eyes  getting  weary  of  the  night  work,  so  that  he  said  his 
young  Eobin  must  grow  big  enough  to  learn  all  the  secrets  of  the 
fishes,  while  his  father  took  a  spell  in  the  blankets,  suddenly  there 
came  to  them  a  shocking  piece  of  news.    All  his  wife's  bit  of  money, 
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and  his  own  as  well,  which  he  had  been  putting  bj  from  year  to  year, 
was  lost  in  a  new-fangled  Bank,  supposed  as  faithful  as  the  Bible. 
Joan  was  very  Dearly  crazed  about  it ;  but  Captain  Cockscrofb  never 
heaved  a  sigh,  though  they  say  it  was  nearly  seven  hundred  guineas. 
*^  There  are  fish  enough  still  in  the  sea,"  he  said ;  "  and  the  Lord  has 
spared  our  children.  I  will  build  a  new  boat,  and  not  think  of 
feather-beds." 

*  Captain  Carroway,  he  did  so,  and  everybody  knows  what  befell 
him.  The  new  boat,  built  with  his  own  hands,  was  called  the  Mercy 
Robin,"  from  his  only  son  and  daughter,  little  Mercy  and  poor  Bobin. 
The  boat  is  there  as  bright  as  ever,  scarlet  within,  and  white  outside ; 
but  the  name  is  painted  off,  because  the  little  dears  are  in  their 
graves.  Two  nicer  children  were  never  seen,  clever,  and  sprightly, 
and  good  to  learn ;  they  never  even  took  a  common  bird's  nest,  I  have 
heard,  but  loved  all  the  little  things  the  Lord  has  made,  as  if  with 
a  foreknowledge  of  going  early  home  to  Him.  Their  father  came 
back  very  tired  one  morning,  and  went  up  the  hill  to  his  breakfast, 
and  the  children  got  into  the  boat  and  pushed  off,  in  imitation  of 
their  daddy.  It  came  on  to  blow,  as  it  does  down  there,  without  a 
single  whiff  of  warning,  and  when  Bobin  awoke  for  his  middle^lay 
meal,  the  bodies  of  his  little  ones  were  lying  on  the  table.  And 
from  that  very  day  Captain  Cockscroft,  and  his  wife,  began  to  grow 
old  very  quickly.  The  boat  was  recovered  without  much  damage ; 
and  in  it  he  sits  by  the  hour  on  dry  land,  whenever  there  is  no  one 
on  the  cliffs  to  see  him,  with  his  hands  upon  his  lap,  and  his  eyes 
upon  the  place  where  his  dear  little  children  used  to  sit.  Because  he 
has  always  taken  whatever  fell  upon  him  gently ;  and  of  course  that 
makes  it  ever  so  much  worse,  when  he  dwells  upon  the  things  that 
come  inside  of  him.' 

'  Madam,  you  make  me  feel  quite  sorry  for  him,'  the  lieutenant 
exclaimed,  as  she  began  to  cry.  '  If  even  one  of  my  little  ones  was 
drowned,  I  declare  to  you,  I  cannot  tell  what  I  should  be  like  And 
to  lose  them  all  at  once,  and  as  his  own  wife  perhaps  would  say, 
because  he  was  thinking  of  his  breakfast  I  And  when  he  had  been 
robbed,  and  the  world  all  gone  against  him !  Madam,  it  is  a  long 
time,  thank  G-od,  since  I  heard  so  sad  a  tale.' 

*Now  you  would  not,  captain,  I  am  sure  you  would  not,'  said 
Mistress  Anerley,  getting  up  a  smile,  yet  freshening  his  perception  of 
a  tear  as  well ;  *  you  would  never  have  the  heart  to  destroy  that  poor 
old  couple,  by  striking  the  last  prop  from  under  them.  By  the  will 
of  the  Lord,  they  are  broken  down  enough.  They  are  quietly  hob- 
bling to  their  graves,  and  would  you  be  the  man  to  come  and  knock 
them  on  their  heads  ? ' 

*  Mistress  Anerley,  have  you  ever  heard  that  I  am  a  brute  and 
inhimian  ?  Madam,  I  have  no  less  than  seven  children,  and  I  hope 
to  have  fourteen.' 

'  I  hope  with  all  my  heart  you  may.  And  you  will  deserve  theick 
all,  for  promising  so  very  kindly  not  to  shoot  poor  Eobin  Lyth.' 
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^  Bobin  Ly  th  I  I  never  spoke  of  him,  madam.  He  is  outlawed, 
orademned,  with  a  fine  reward  upon  him.  We  shot  at  him  to-day, 
we  shall  shoot  at  him  again ;  and  before  very  long  we  must  hit  him. 
Ma'am,  it  is  my  duty  to  the  king,  the  Constitution,  the  service  I 
belong  to,  and  the  babes  I  have  begotten.' 

^  Blood-money  poisons  all  innocent  mouths,  sir,  and  breaks  out 
f(wr  generations.  And  for  it  you  will  have  to  take  three  lives,  Robin's, 
the  captain's,  and  my  dear  old  cousin  Joan's.' 

^  Mistress  Anerley,  you  deprive  me  of  all  satisfaction.  It  is  just 
my  luck,  when  my  duty  was  so  plain,  and  would  pay  so  well  for 
doing  of.' 

^Listen  now,  captain.  It  is  my  opinion,  and  I  am  generally 
borne  out  by  the  end,  that  instead  of  a  himdred  pounds  for  killing 
Sobin  Lyth,  you  may  get  a  thousand  for  preserving  him  alive.  Do 
you  know  how  he  came  upon  this  coast,  and  how  he  has  won  his 
extraordinary  name  ?' 

'  I  have  certainly  heard  rumours ;  scarcely  any  two  alike.  But  I 
took  no  heed  of  them.  My  duty  was  to  catch  him ;  and  it  mattered 
not  a  straw  to  me,  who  or  what  he  was.  But  now  I  must  really  beg 
to  know  all  about  him,  and  what  makes  you  think  such  things  of  him. 
Why  should  that  excellent  old  couple  hang  upon  him  ?  and  what  can 
make  him  worth  such  a  quantity  of  money  ?  Honestly,  of  course, 
I  mean ;  honestly  worth  it,  ma'am,  without  any  cheating  of  his 
Majeety.' 

'  Captain  Carroway,'  his  hostess  said,  not  without  a  little  blush, 
as  she  thought  of  the  king,  and  his  revenue ;  ^  cheating  of  his  Majes^ 
is  a  thing  we  leave  for  others.  But  if  you  wish  to  hear  the  story  of 
that  young  man,  so  far  as  known,  which  is  not  so  even  in  Flam- 
borough,  you  must  please  to  come  on  Sunday,  sir ;  for  Sunday  is  the 
only  day  that  I  can  spare  for  clacking,  as  the  common  people  say.  I 
must  be  off  now ;  I  have  fifty  things  to  see  to.  And  on  Sunday  my 
master  has  his  best  things  on,  and  loves  no  better  than  to  sit  with  his 
legs  up,  and  a  long  clay  pipe  lying  on  him  down  below  his  waist  (or, 
to  speak  more  correctly,  where  it  used  to  be,  as  he  might  indeed 
almost  say  the  very  same  of  me)  and  then  not  to  speak  a  word,  but 
hear  other  folk  tell  stories,  that  might  not  have  made  such  a  dinner 
as  himself.  And  as  for  dinner,  sir,  if  you  will  do  the  honour  to  dine 
with  them  that  are  no  more  than  in  the  volunteers,  a  saddle  of  good 
mutton  fit  for  the  Body-guards  to  ride  upon,  the  men  with  the  skins 
around  them  aU  turned  up,  will  be  ready  just  at  one  o'clock,  if  the 
parson  lets  us  out.' 

'  My  dear  madam,  I  shall  scarcely  care  to  look  at  any  slice  of 
victuals  until  one  o'clock  on  Sunday,  by  reason  of  looking  forward.' 

Aft»r  all,  this  was  not  such  a  gross  exaggeration,  Anerley  Farm 
being  famous  for  its  cheer ;  whereas  the  poor  lieutenant,  at  the  best 
of  times,  had  as  much  as  he  could  do  to  make  both  ends  meet ;  and 
i  his  wife,  though  a  wonderful  manager,  could  give  him  no  better  than 
ooarse  bread,  and  almost  coarser  meat. 
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<  And,  sir,  if  your  good  lady  would  oblige  us  also  ^ 

^  No,  madam,  no ! '  he  cried  with  vigorous  decision,  having  found 
many  festive  occasions  spoiled  by  excess  of  loving  vigilance;  'we 
thank  you  most  truly ;  but  I  must  say  ^  no."  She  would  jump  at  the 
chance ;  but  a  husband  must  consider.  You  may  have  heard  it  men- 
tioned that  the  Lord  is  now  considering  about  the  production  of  an 
eighth  little  Carroway.* 

'  Captain,  I  have  not,  or  I  should  not  so  have  spoken.  But  with 
all  my  heart  I  wish  you  joy.' 

*  I  have  pleasure,  I  assure  you,  in  the  prospect.  Mistress  Anerley. 
My  friends  make  wry  faces ;  but  I  blow  them  away.  "  Tush  I"  I  say, 
^Hush,  sir  I  at  the  rate  we  are  now  fighting,  and  exhausting  all 
British  material,  there  cannot  be  too  many,  sir,  of  mettle  such  as 
mine  1 "   What  do  you  say  to  that,  madam  ? ' 

*  Sir,  I  believe  it  is  the  Lord's  own  truth.  And  true  it  is  also 
that  our  coimtry  should  do  more  to  support  the  brave  hearts  that 
fight  for  it.' 

Mrs.  Anerley  sighed,  for  she  thought  of  her  younger  son,  by  his 
own  perversity  launched  into  the  thanMess  peril  of  fighting  England's 
battles.  His  death  at  any  time  might  come  home,  if  any  kind  per- 
son should  take  the  trouble  even  to  send  news  of  it ;  or  he  might  lie 
at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  unknown,  even  while  they  were  talking. 

But  Carroway  buttoned  up  his  coat  and  marched,  after  a  pleasant 
and  kind  farewell.  In  the  course  of  hard  service,  he  had  seen  much 
grief,  and  suffered  plenty  of  bitterness,  and  he  knew  that  it  is  not  the 
part  of  a  man  to  multiply  any  of  his  troubles  but  children.  He  went 
about  his  work,  and  he  thought  of  all  his  comforts,  which  need  not 
have  taken  very  long  to  count,  but  he  added  to  their  score  by  not 
counting  them,  and  by  the  selfsame  process  diminished  that  of 
troubles.  And  thus  upon  the  whole  he  deserved  his  Sunday  dinner, 
and  the  tale  of  his  hostess  after  it,  not  a  word  of  which  was  Mary 
allowed  to  hear,  for  some  subtle  reason  of  her  mother's.  But  the 
fBirmer  heard  it  all,  and  kept  interrupting  so,  when  his  noddings  and 
the  joggings  of  his  pipe  allowed,  or  perhaps  one  should  say  compelled 
him,  that  merely  for  the  courtesy  of  saving  common  time,  it  is  better 
now  to  set  it  down  without  them.  Moreover,  there  are  many  things 
well  worthy  of  production,  which  she  did  not  produce,  for  reasons 
which  are  now  no  hindrance.  And  the  foremost  of  those  reasons  is 
that  the  lady  did  not  know  the  things ;  the  second,  that  she  could 
not  tell  them  clearly  as  a  man  might ;  and  the  third  and  best  of  all, 
that  if  she  could,  she  would  not  do  so.  Li  which  she  certainly  was 
quite  right ;  for  it  would  have  become  her  very  badly,  as  the  cousin 
of  Joan  Cockscroft  (half  removed,  and  upon  the  mother's  side),  and 
therefore  kindly  received  at  Mamborough,  and  admitted  into  the 
inner  circle,  and  allowed  to  buy  fish  at  wholesale  prices,  if  she  had 
turned  round  upon  all  these  benefits,  and  described  all  the  holes  to  be 
found  in  the  place,  for  the  teaching  of  a  Revenue  officer. 

Still,  it  must  be  clearly  understood  that  the  natiue  of  the  pec^le 
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is  fishing.  They  never  were  known  to  encourage  free-trading,  but 
did  their  very  utmost  to  protect  themselves ;  and  if  they  had  pro- 
duced the  very  noblest  free-trader,  bom  before  the  time  of  Mr.  Gobden, 
neither  the  credit  nor  the  blame  was  theirs. 


Chaptbr  X. 

ROBIN  LTTH. 

Half  a  league  to  the  north  of  bold  Flamborough  Head,  the  biQows 
have  carved  for  themselves  a  little  cove  among  cliffs  which  are 
rugged,  but  not  very  high.  This  opening  is  something  like  the 
grain-shoot  of  a  mill,  or  a  screen  for  riddling  gravel,  so  steep  is  the 
pitch  of  the  ground,  and  so  narrow  the  shingly  ledge  at  the  bottom* 
And  truly  in  bad  weather  and  at  high  tides,  there  is  no  shingle 
ledge  at  all,  but  the  crest  of  the  wave  volleys  up  the  incline,  and  Uie 
surf  rushes  on  to  the  top  of  it.  For  the  cove,  though  sheltered  from 
other  quarters,  receives  the  ftill  bnmt  of  north-easterly  gales,  and 
offers  no  safe  anchorage.  But  the  hardy  fishermen  make  the  most  of 
its  scant  convenience,  and  gratefdlly  call  it  *  North  Landing ;  *  albeit 
both  wind  and  tide  must  be  in  good  hmnour,  or  the  only  thing  sure 
of  any  landing  is  the  sea.  The  long  desolation  of  the  sea  rolls  in 
with  a  sound  of  melancholy,  the  grey  fog  droops  its  fold  of  drizzle  [iu 
the  leaden-tinted  troughs,  the  pent  cliffs  overhang  the  flapping  of 
the  sail,  and  a  few  yards  of  pebble  and  of  weed  are  all  that  a  boat 
may  come  home  upon  harmlessly.  Yet  here  in  the  old  time  landed 
men  who  carved  the  shape  of  England ;  and  here,  even  in  these  lesser 
days,  are  landed  imcommonly  fine  cod. 

The  diflBculties  of  the  feat  are  these — to  get  ashore  soundly,  and 
then  to  make  it  good ;  and  after  that  to  clench  the  exploit  by  getting 
on  land,  which  is  yet  a  harder  step.  Because  the  steep  of  the  groimd, 
Kke  a  staircase  void  of  stairs,  stands  lacing  you,  and  the  cliff  upon 
either  side  juts  up  close,  to  forbid  any  flanking  movement,  and  the 
scanty  scarp  denies  fair  start  for  a  rush  at  the  power  of  the  hill-front. 
Yet  here  must  the  heavy  boats  beach  themselves,  and  wallow  and 
yaw  in  the  shingly  roar,  while  their  cargo  and  crew  get  out  of  them, 
their  gunwales  swinging  from  side  to  side,  in  the  manner  of  a  porpoise 
rolling,  and  their  stem  and  stem  going  up  and  down,  like  a  pair  of 
lads  at  see-saw. 

But  after  these  heavy  boats  have  endured  all  that,  they  have  not 
found  their  rest  yet,  without  a  crowning  effort.  Up  that  gravelly 
«nd  gliddery  ascent,  which  changes  every  groove  and  run  at  every 
sudden  shower,  but  never  grows  any  the  softer,  up  that  the  heavy 
boats  must  make  clamber  somehow,  or  not  a  single  timber  of  their 
precious  frames  is  safe.  A  big  rope  from  the  capstan  of  the  summit 
is  made  fast,  as  soon  as  the  tidls  of  the  jackasses  (laden  with  three 
cwt.  of  fish  apiece)  have  wagged  their  last  flick  at  the  brow  of  the 
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steep ;  and  then  with  '  yo-heave-ho '  above  and  below,  through  the 
cliffs  echoing  over  the  dull  sea,  the  groaning  and  grinding  of  the 
stubborn  tug  begin.  Each  boat  has  her  own  special  course  to 
travel  up,  and  her  own  special  berth  of  safety,  and  she  knows  every 
jag  that  will  gore  her  on  the  road,  and  every  flint  from  which  she 
will  strike  fire.  Ey  dint  of  sheer  sturdiness  of  arms,  legs,  and  lungs, 
keeping  true  time  with  the  pant  and  the  shout,  steadily  goes  it  with 
hoist  and  haul,  and  cheerily  undulates  the  melody  of  call,  that  rallies 
them  all  with  a  strong  will  together.  Until  the  steep  bluff  and  the 
burden  of  the  bulk  by  masculine  labour  are  conquered,  and  a  long 
row  of  powerful  pinnaces  displayed,  as  a  mounted  battery,  against 
the  fishful  sea.  With  a  view  to  this  clambering  ruggedness  of  life, 
all  of  these  boats  receive  from  their  cradle  a  cei*tain  limber  rake  and 
accommodating  curve,  instead  of  a  straight  pertinacity  of  keel,  that  so 
they  may  ride  over  all  the  scandals  of  this  arduous  world.  And 
happen  what  may  to  them,  when  they  are  at  home,  and  gallantly 
balanced  on  the  brow-line  of  the  steep,  they  make  a  bright  show  upon 
the  dreariness  of  coastland,  hanging  as  they  do  above  the  gullet  of 
the  deep.  Painted  outside  with  the  brightest  of  scarlet,  and  iaside 
with  the  purest  white,  at  a  little  way  off  they  resemble  gay  butter- 
flies, preening  their  wings  for  a  flight  into  the  depth. 

Here  it  must  have  b^n,  and  in  the  middle  of  all  these,  that  the 
very  famous  Bobin  Lyth — prophetically  treating  him,  but  free  as  yet 
of  fame,  or  name,  and  simply  unable  to  t^U  himself — shone  in  the 
doubt  of  the  early  da;^ light  (as  a  tidy-sized  cod,  if  forgotten,  might 
have  shone)  upon  the  morning  of  St.  Swithin,  a.d.  1782. 

The  day  and  the  date  were  remembered  long  by  all  the  good  people 
of  Flamborough,  from  the  coming  of  a  turn  of  long  bad  luck  and  a 
bitter  time  of  starving.  For  the  weather  of  the  summer  had  been 
worse  than  usual — which  is  no  little  thing  to  say — and  the  fish  had 
expressed  their  opinion  of  it  by  the  eloquent  silence  of  absence. 
Therefore  as  the  whole  place  lives  on  fish,  whether  in  the  fishy  or 
the  fiscal  form,  goodly  apparel  was  becoming  very  rare,  even  upon 
Jiiigh  Sundays ;  and  stomachs,  that  might  have  looked  well  beneath  it, 
sank  into  unobtrusive  grief.  But  it  is  a  long  lane  that  has  no  turn- 
ing ;  and  turns  are  the  essence  of  one  very  vital  part. 

Suddenly  over  the  village  had  flown  the  news  of  a  noble  arrival  of 
fish.  From  the  cross-roads  and  the  public-house,  and  the  licensed 
head-quarters  of  pepper  and  snuff,  and  the  loophole  where  a  sheep  had 
been  known  to  hang,  in  times  of  better  trade,  but  never  could  dream  of 
hanging  now ;  also  from  the  window  of  the  man  who  had  had  a  hundred 
heads  (superior  to  his  own)  shaken  at  him,  because  he  set  up  for  making 
breeches,  in  opposition  to  the  women,  and  showed  a  few  patterns  of  what 
he  could  do,  if  any  man  of  legs  would  trade  with  him, — from  all  these 
head-centres  of  intelligence,  and  others  not  so  prominent  but  equally 
potent,  into  the  very  smallest  hole  it  went  (like  the  thrill  in  a 
troublesome  tooth)  that  here  was  a  chance  come  of  feeding,  a  chance 
^at  last  of  feeding.    For  the  man  on  the  cliff,  the  despairing  watch- 
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man,  weary  of  fastening  his  eyes  upon  the  sea,  through  constant  fog 
and  drizzle,  at  length  had  discovered  the  well-known  flicker,  the 
grassy  flaw,  and  the  hovering  of  gulls,  and  had  run  along  Weighing 
Lane  so  fast,  to  tell  his  good  news  in  the  village,  that  down  he  fell 
and  broke  his  leg,  exactly  opposite  the  tailor's  shop.  And  this  was  on 
St  Swithin's  eve. 

There  was  nothing  to  be  done  that  night  of  course,  for  mackerel 
must  be  delicately  worked ;  but  long  before  the  sim  arose,  all  Flam- 
borough,  able  to  put  leg  in  front  of  leg,  and  some  who  could  not  yet 
do  that,  gathered  together  where  the  landhold  was,  above  the  incline 
for  the  launching  of  the  boats.  Here  was  a  medley,  not  of  fisher-folk 
alone,  and  all  their  bodily  belongings,  but  also  the  thousand  things 
that  have  no  soul,  and  get  kicked  about  and  sworn  at  much,  because 
they  cannot  answer.  Boilers,  buoys,  nets,  kegs,  swabs,  fenders, 
blocks,  buckets,  kedges,  corks,  buckie-pots,  oars,  poppies,  tillers, 
sprits,  gaffs,  and  every  kind  of  gear  (more  than  Theocritus  himself 
could  tell)  lay  about,  and  rolled  about,  and  upset  their  own  masters, 
here  and  there  and  everywhere,  upon  this  half-acre  of  slip  and  stumble, 
at  the  top  of  the  boat-channel  down  to  the  sea,  and  in  the  faint 
rivalry  of  three  vague  lights,  all  making  darkness  visible. 

For  very  ancient  lanterns,  with  a  gentle  homy  glimmer,  and  loop- 
holes of  large  exaggeration  at  the  top,  were  casting  upon  anything 
quite  within  their  reach  a  general  idea  of  the  crinkled  tin  that  framed 
them,  and  a  shufile  of  inconstant  shadows,  but  reftised  to  shed  any 
light  on  friend  or  stranger,  or  clear  up  suspicions  more  than  three 
yards  off.  In  rivalry  with  these  appeared  the  pale  disc  of  the  moon, 
just  setting  over  the  western  highlands,  and  *  drawing  straws '  through 
summer  haze  ;  while  away  in  the  north-east  over  the  sea,  a  slender 
irr^ular  wisp  of  grey,  so  weak  that  it  seemed  as  if  it  were  being 
blown  away,  betokened  the  intention  of  the  sun  to  restore  clear  ideas 
of  number  and  of  figure  by-and-by.  But  little  did  anybody  heed 
such  things ;  every  one  ran  against  everybody  else,  and  all  was  eager- 
ness, haste,  and  bustle  for  the  first  great  launch  of  the  Hamborough 
boats,  all  of  which  must  be  taken  in  order. 

But  when  they  laid  hold  of  the  boat  No.  7,  which  used  to  be  the 
'  Mercy  Kobin,'  and  were  jerking  the  timber  shores  out,  one  of  the 
men  stooping  under  her  stem  beheld  something  white  and  gleaming. 
He  put  his  hand  down  to  it ;  and  lo,  it  was  a  child,  in  imminent 
peril  of  a  deadly  crush,  as  the  boat  came  heeling  over.  *  Hold  hard  1 ' 
cried  the  man,  not  in  time  with  his  voice,  but  in  time  with  his  sturdy 
shoidder,  to  delay  the  descent  of  the  counter.  Then  he  stooped 
undemeath,  while  they  steadied  the  boat,  and  drew  forth  a  child  in  a 
white  linen  dress,  heartily  asleep  and  happy. 

There  was  no  time  to  think  of  any  children  now,  even  of  a  man's  own 
fine  breed,  and  the  boat  was  beginning  much  to  chafe  upon  the  rope, 
and  thirty  or  forty  fine  fellows  were  all  waiting,  loth  to  hurry  Captain 
Bobin  (because  of  the  many  things  he  had  dearly  lost),  yet  straining 
upon  their  own  hearts,  to  stand  srill.   And  the  captain  could  not  find 
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his  wife,  who  had  slipped  aside  of  the  noisy  scene,  to  have  her  own 
little  cry,  because  of  the  dance  her  children  would  have  made,  if  they 
had  lived  to  see  it. 

There  were  plenty  of  other  women  running  all  about  to  help, 
and  to  talk,  and  to  give  the  best  advice  to  their  husbands  and  to  one 
another ;  but  most  of  them  naturally  had  their  own  babies,  and  if 
words  came  to  action,  quite  enough  to  do  to  nurse  them.  On  this 
account,  Cockscrofb  could  do  no  better,  boimd  as  he  was  to  rush 
forth  upon  the  sea,  than  lay  the  child  gently  aside  of  the  stir,  and 
cover  him  with  an  old  sail,  and  leave  word  with  an  ancient  woman 
for  his  wife  when  found.  The  little  boy  slept  on  calmly  still,  in 
spite  of  all  the  din  and  uproar,  the  song  and  the  shout,  the  tramp 
of  heavy  feet,  the  creaking  of  capstans,  and  the  thump  of  bulky 
oars,  and  the  crash  of  ponderous  rollers.  Away  went  these  upon 
their  errand  to  the  sea,  and  then  came  back  the  grating  roar  and 
plashy  jerks  of  launching,  tiie  plunging,  and  the  gurgling,  and  the 
quiet  murmur  of  cleft  waves. 

That  child  slept  on,  in  the  warm  good  luck  of  having  no  boat- 
keel  launched  upon  him,  nor  even  a  human  heel  of  bulk  as  likely  to 
prove  fatal.  And  the  ancient  woman  fell  asleep  beside  him ;  because 
at  her  time  of  life  it  was  unjust  that  she  should  be  astir  so  early. 
And  it  happened  that  Mistress  Cockscrofb  followed  her  troubled 
husband  down  the  steep,  having  something  in  her  pocket  for  him, 
which  she  £eiiled  to  fetch  to  hand.  So  every  body  went  about  its 
own  business  (according  to  the  laws  of  natmre),  and  the  old  woman 
slept  by  the  side  of  the  child,  without  giving  him  a  comer  of  her 
scarlet  shawl. 

But  when  the  day  was  broad  and  brave,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
air  was  vigorous,  and  every  clifif  had  a  colour  of  its  own,  and  a 
character  to  come  out  with ;  and  beautiful  boats,  upon  a  shining 
sea,  flashed  their  oars,  and  went  up  waves,  which  clearly  were  the 
stairs  of  heaven ;  and  never  a  woman,  come  to  watch  her  husband, 
could  be  sure  how  far  he  had  carried  his  obedience  in  the  matter  of 
keeping  his  hat  and  coat  on ;  neither  could  anybody  say  what  next 
those  very  clever  fishermen  might  be  after — nobody  having  a  spy- 
glass— but  only  this  being  understood  all  round,  that  hunger  and 
salt  were  the  victuals  for  the  day,  and  the  children  must  chew  the 
mouse-trap  baits,  until  their  dads  came  home  again ;  yet  in  spite 
of  all  this,  with  lightsome  hearts  (so  hope  outstrips  the  sun,  and 
soars  with  him  behind  her)  and  a  strong  will,  up  the  hill  they  went, 
to  do  without  much  breakfast,  but  prepare  for  a  glorious  supper. 
For  mackerel  are  good  fish  that  do  not  strive  to  live  for  ever,  but 
seem  glad  to  support  the  human  race. 

Flamburians  speak  a  rich  burr  of  their  own,  broadly  and  hand- 
somely distinct  from  that  of  outer  Yorkshire.  The  same  sagacious 
contempt  for  all  hot  haste  and  hurry  (which  people  of  impatient 
fibre  are  too  apt  to  call  *  a  drawl may  here  be  found,  as  in  other 
Yorkshire,  guiding  and  retarding  well  that  headlong  instrument. 
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ihe  tongue*  Yet  even  here  there  is  an  advantage  on  the  dde  of 
Flamborough— a  longer  resonmee,  a  larger  breadth,  a  deeper  power 
of  melancholy,  and  a  stronger  turn  up  of  the  tail  of  discourse,  by 
8ome  called  the  end  of  a  sentence.  Over  and  above  all  these,  there 
dwell  in  '  Little  Denmark '  many  words,  foreign  to  the  real  York- 
sbireman.  But  alas !  these  merits  of  their  speech  cannot  be  embodied 
in  print,  without  sad  trouble,  and  result  (if  successful)  still  more 
saddening.  Therefore  it  is  proposed  to  let  them  speak  in  our 
inferior  tongue,  and  to  try  to  make  them  be  not  so  very  long  about 
it.  For  when  they  are  left  to  themselves  entirely,  they  have  sa 
much  solid  matter  to  express,  and  they  ripen  it  in  their  minds  and 
throats  with  a  process  so  deliberate,  that  strangers  might  condemn 
them  briefly,  and  be  oflF  without  hearing  half  of  it.  Whenever  this 
happens  to  a  Flamborough  man,  he  finishes  what  he  proposed  to  say,, 
and  then  says  it  all  over  again  to  the  wind. 

When  the  '  lavings'  of  the  village  (as  the  weaker  part,  unfit  for 
sea  and  left  behind,  were  politely  called,  being  very  old  men, 
women,  and  small  children),  full  of  conversation,  came,  upon  their 
way  back  firom  the  tide,  to  the  gravel  brow  now  bare  of  boats,  they 
could  not  help  discovering  there  the  poor  old  woman  that  fell  asleep, 
because  she  ought  to  have  been  in  bed,  and  by  her  side  a  little  boy,, 
who  seemed  to  have  no  bed  at  all.  Tlie  child  lay  above  her  in  a 
tump  of  stubbly  grass,  where  Eobin  Cockscroft  had  laid  him ;  he  had 
tossed  the  old  sail  oflF,  perhaps  in  a  dream,  and  he  threatened  to  roll 
down  upon  the  Granny.  The  contrast  between  his  yoimg  beautiful 
&ce,  white  raiment,  and  readiness  to  roll,  and  the  ancient  woman'& 
weary  age  (which  it  would  be  ungracious  to  describe),  and  scarlet 
shawl  which  she  could  not  spare,  and  satisfaction  to  lie  still — as  the 
best  thing  left  her  now  to  do — this  difference  between  them  was 
enough  to  take  anybody's  notice,  in  the  well-established  sun. 

'  Nanny  Pegler,  get  oop  wi'  ye  !  ^  cried  a  woman  even  older,  but  of 
tougher  constitution.  '  Shame  on  ye  to  lig  aboot  so.  Be  ye  browt  ta 
bed  this  toime  o'  loife  ? ' 

'A  wonderful  foine  babby  for  sich  an  owd  mootherl'  another 
proceeded  with  the  elegant  joke ;  '  and  foine  swaddles  too,  wi'  solid 
gowd  upon  'em  1 ' 

'  Stan'  ivery  one  o'  ye  oot  o'  the  way,'  cried  ancient  Nanny,  now 
as  wide  awake  as  ever ;  *  Master  Robin  Cockscroft  gie  ma  t'  baim^ 
an'  nawbody  sail  hev  him  but  Joan  Cockscroft.' 

Joan  Cockscroft,  with  a  heavy  heart,  was  lingering  far  behind 
the  rest,  thinking  of  the  many  merry  launches,  when  her  smart 
young  Bobin  woiUd  have  been  in  the  boat  with  his  father,  and  her 
pretty  little  Mercy,  clinging  to  her  haikd,  upon  the  homeward  road^ 
and  prattling  of  the  fish  to  be  caught  that  day ;  and  inasmuch  as 
Joan  had  not  been  able  to  get  face  to  face  with  her  husband  on  the 
beach,  she  had  not  yet  heard  of  the  stranger  child.  But  soon  the 
women  sent  a  little  boy  to  fetch  her,  and  she  came  among  them, 
wondering  what  it  could  be.    For  now  a  debate  of  some  vigour  was 
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arising  upon  a  momentous  and  exciting  point,  though  not  so  keen 
by  a  hundredth  part  as  it  would  have  been  twenty  years  afterwards. 
For  the  eldest  old  woman  had  pronounced  her  decision. 

*Tell  ye  wat,  ah  dean't  think  bud  wat  yon  bairn  mud  be  a 
Frogman.' 

This  caused  some  panic  and  a  general  retreat ;  for  though  the 
immortal  Napoleon  had  scarcely  finished  changing  his  teeth  as  yet,  a 
chronic  uneasiness  about  Crappos  haunted  that  coast  already,  and 
they  might  have  sent  this  little  boy  to  pave  the  way,  being  capable 
of  almost  everything. 

•Frogman I'  cried  the  old  woman  next  to  her  by  birth,  and 
believed  to  have  higher  parts,  though  not  yet  ripe.  *  Na,  na,  what 
Frogman  here  ?  Frogmen  ha'  skinny  shanks,  and  larks'  heels,  and 
holes  down  their  bodies  like  lampems.  No  sign  of  no  frog  aboot 
yon  bairn.  As  fair  as  a  wench,  and  as  clean  as  a  tyke.  A'  mought 
a'most  been  bom  in  Flaambro'.  And  what  gowd  ha'  Crappos  got, 
poor  divils  ? ' 

This  opened  the  gate  for  a  clamour  of  discourse ;  for  there  surely 
could  be  no  denial  of  her  words.  And  yet  while  her  elder  was  alive 
and  out  of  bed,  the  habit  of  the  village  was  to  listen  to  her  say, 
unless  any  man  of  equal  age  arose  to  countervail  it.  But  while  they 
were  thus  divided,  Mrs.  Cockscroft  came,  and  they  stood  aside.  For 
she  had  been  kind  to 'everybody,  when  her  better  chances  were  ;  and 
now  in  her  trouble  all  were  grieved  because  she  took  it  so  to  heart. 
Joan  Cockscroft  did  not  say  a  word,  but  glanced  at  the  child  with 
some  contempt.  In  spite  of  white  linen  and  yellow  gold,  what  was 
he  to  her  own  dead  Robin  ? 

But  suddenly  this  child,  whatever  he  was,  and  vastly  soever 
inferior,  opened  his  eyes  and  sent  home  their  first  glance  to  the  very 
heart  of  Joan  Cockscroft.  It  was  the  exact  look— or  so  she  always 
said — of  her  dead  angel,  when  she  denied  him  something,  for  the 
sake  of  his  poor  dear  stomach.  With  an  outburst  of  tears,  she  flew 
straight  to  the  little  one,  snatched  him  in  her  arms,  and  tried  to 
cover  him  with  kisses. 

The  child,  however,  in  a  lordly  manner,  did  not  seem  to  like  it. 
He  drew  away  his  red  lips,  and  gathered  up  his  nose,  and  passion 
flew  out  of  his  beautiful  eyes,  higher  passion  than  that  of  any  Cocks- 
croft. And  he  tried  to  say  something,  which  no  one  could  make 
out.  And  women  of  high  consideration,  looking  on,  were  wicked 
enough  to  be  pleased  at  this,  and  say  that  he  must  be  a  young  lord, 
and  they  had  quite  foreseen  it.  But  Joan  knew  what  children  are, 
and  soothed  him  down  so,  with  delicate  hands,  and  a  gentle  look,  and 
a  subtle  way  of  warming  his  cold  places,  that  he  very  soon  began  to 
cuddle  into  her,  and  smile.  Then  she  turned  round  to  the  other 
people,  with  both  of  his  arms  flung  round  her  neck,  to  his  cheek 
laid  on  her  shoulder,  and  she  only  said,  '  The  Lord  hath  sent  him.' 

{To  he  conHniied), 
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Egypt  and  the  Pre-Homeric  Greeks. 

HOMER  has  been  called  by  a  very  late  Greek  poet  of  the  Antho- 
logy, *  the  second  sun  of  the  life  of  Hellas.'  In  the  warm  light 
of  his  poem  a  world  of  men  is  alive,  a  world  that  we  know  from  no 
other  source.  The  sunshine  of  Homer  breaks  for  a  moment  through 
the  darkness  of  time,  and  the  Achaeans  and  Danaan8,when  that  light 
is  withdrawn,  fade  back  again  into  the  obscurity  that  shrouded  them 
before,  like  Children  of  the  Mist.  Of  their  history  and  of  the  de- 
velopment of  their  civilisation  before  the  Homeric  age,  we  have  no 
authentic  account,  and  of  what  befell  them  when  the  epics  fieul  us,  up 
to  the  moment  when  Greek  literary  records  begin,  we  learn  but  vaguely 
from  legend  and  tradition.  Yet  it  is  plain  that  a  people  so  essentially 
civilised  as  the  people  amidst  whom  Homer  sung,  must  have  had  a 
long  training  in  experience  of  life,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  foreign 
culture.  On  the  nature  of  that  training  and  that  early  tdstory,  it  has 
for  some  time  been  believed  that  light  was  cast  by  the  Egyptian 
monuments.  Within  the  last  year,  however,  the  *  History  of  Egypt,' 
by  Dr.  Brugsch,  has  been  published  and  translated  into  English. 
The  aim  of  some  chapters  in  that  learned  work  is  to  destroy  the  idea 
that  the  prehistoric  Greeks  had  any  connection  with  Egypt.  The 
present  article  will  be  devoted  to  a  consideration  of  the  arg^uments 
for  and  against  the  opinions  that  the  ancestors  of  Homer's  Greeks 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  empire  on  the  Nile.  It  may  be  as 
well,  in  the  first  place,  to  sketch  a  picture  of  what  that  empire  was 
like,  in  the  distant  years  when  the  Achaeans  and  Danaans  did  not  yet 
possess  their  sacred  poet. 

When  we  read  Homer,  we  find  ourselves  in  the  morning  of  the 
world.  Society  has  not  yet  fixed,  by  hard  and  fast  limits,  the  special 
duties  and  conditions  of  human  existence.  The  division  of  labour  is 
still  all  but  unknown.  The  king  of  one  island  may  become  the  thrall, 
the  swineherd,  in  another.  The  leader  in  war  is  a  carpenter,  a  ship- 
wright, a  mason  in  time  of  peace.  The  merchant  is  a  pirate  on 
occasion,  and  the  pirate  a  merchant  Each  day  brings  variety  and 
adventure  to  men  who  are  ready  for  every  vicissitude,  and  who  still 
find  in  all  experience,  in  war,  storm,  and  shipwreck,  in  voyage  of 
discovery,  in  the  marvels  of  great  towns,  and  in  the  peril  of  enchanted 
islands,  something  delightfiilly  fresh  and  strange.  The  Homeric 
Greeks,  in  spite  of  the  orderliness  of  their  public  and  domestic  life, 
are  still  like  children,  easily  moved  to  wonder,  easily  adapting  them- 
selves to  every  change  of  fortime,  and  only  impatient  of  duJl  drill,  and 
of  routine. 

With  Homer's  men,  we  live  in  a  young  world ;  but  on  their  very 
border,  and  within  their  knowledge,  there  existed  a  world  already 
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old,  rich,  artificial,  and  the  slave  of  habit.  The  island  of  Crete  was  a 
part  of  heroic  Greece ;  it  owned  Agamemnon  as  its  over-lord,  and 
from  Crete  he  drew  some  of  his  bravest  warriors.  Within  five  days* 
sail  of  the  island  (if  a  ship  had  a  fair  north  wind  in  her  sails),  were 
the  mouths  of '  the  Eiver  of  Egypt,'  and  the  *  most  fruitful  fields  of 
the  Egyptian  men '  (Odyssey,  xiv.  257).  In  Egypt,  when  Homer 
sung,  civilisation  had  passed  its  noon,  and  was  declining  to  its  even- 
ing. Thus  in  '  Himdred-gated  Thebes,  where  lies  the  greatest  store 
of  wealth  in  the  houses'  (Iliad,  ix.  381  ;  Odyssey,  iv.  127),  were 
already  found  the  extremes  of  wealth  and  poverty,  and  the  fixed 
divisions  of  society,  Akeady  the  day-long  and  life-long  labour  which 
the  Greeks  detested  deformed  the  bodies  of  the  artisans. 

The  weaver,  within  his  four  walls,  is  more  wretched  tiian  a  woman ;  his 
knees  are  lifted  to  the  height  of  his  heart,  he  never  breaUies  the  free  air. 
,  .  . ,.  The  armourer  has  great  toil  and  labour  when  he  carries  his  wares 
into  far-off  countries.  A  heavy  price  he  must  pay  for  his  beasts  of  burden 
when  he  sets  out  on  his  journey,  and  scarce  has  he  returned  to  his  home 

when  again  he  must  depart  Every  worker  in  metals  fares  more 

hardly  than  the  delvers  in  the  fields.  His  fields  are  the  wood  he  works  on, 
his  tools  the  metal  wherewith  he  toils.  In  the  night,  when  he  should  be 
free,  he  is  labouring  still,  after  all  that  his  hands  have  wrought  during  the 
day.    Yes,  through  the  night  he  toils  by  the  light  of  the  bmning  torches. 

.  .  .  Thus  all  arts  and  trades  are  toilsome ;  but  do  thou,  my  son,  love 
letters  and  cleave  to  them.  Letters  alone  are  no  vain  word  in  this  world  \ 
he  who  betakes  himself  to  them  is  honoured  by  all  men,  even  from  his 
•hildhood.  He  it  is  that  goes  forth  on  embassies  and  that  knows  not 
poverty. — (Masp6ro,  *  Histoire  Ancienne  de  rOrient/ p.  127.  Translation 
of  Egyptian  epistle.) 

What  a  modem  picture  this  is  !  How  xmlike  anything  that  Homer 
has  to  draw,  though  he,  too,  pities  the  toil  of  the  woman  who  lives  by 
her  loom,  and  of  the  woman  grinding  at  the  mill !  The  letter  from 
which  this  sketch  of  Egyptian  life  is  quoted  was  written  by  a  certain 
scribe  under  the  Nineteenth  Dynasty,  some  fourteen  hundred  years 
before  the  birth  of  Christ.  It  was  written,  probably,  at  the  very  time 
when  the  children  of  Israel  were  suflfering  from  cruel  taskmasters, 
who  *  made  their  lives  bitter  with  halxi  bondage,  in  mortar  and  brick, 
and  all  manner  of  service  in  the  field  ;  all  their  service,  wherein  they 
made  them  serve,  was  with  rigour.'  To  that  Egypt,  where  the 
Hebrews  were  bond-slaves,  the  ancestors  of  Homer's  Greeks  may  have 
come  as  pirates,  or  as  hostile  settlers,  and  may  have  remained  as 
niercenary  soldiers,  or  as  labourers.  Thus  when  Odysseus  tells  a 
feigned  tale  about  his  adventures  in  Egypt,  he  declares  that  he 
invaded  the  country,  that  his  men  were  defeated,  ^and  some  the 
Egyptians  slew,  and  some  they  led  away  alive,  to  toil  for  them 
perforce'  (Odyssey,  xiv.  272).  The  monuments  of  an  age  much 
earlier  than  that  of  Homer,  of  an  age  between  the  dates  of  Joseph 
and  of  the  Exodus,  have  been  generally  interpreted  in  the  same  sense 
as  the  story  of  Odysseus.    They  have  been  supposed  to  prove  that. 
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iriiile  the  Israelites  were  yet  in  Egjrpt,  or  had  but  recently  left  it,  the 
prehistoric  Greeks  fought  there,  were  defeated,  and  became  the 
mercenaries  of  the  Pharaohs.  There  can  scarcely  be  a  more  inte- 
resting or  romantic  moment  in  history  than  this  was,  if  the  usual 
reading  of  the  monuments  is  correct.  The  early  Greeks  are  learning 
a  sense  of  their  own  national  unity,  and  are  gaining  their  first  sight 
of  an  advanced  civilisation,  on  the  same  soil  as  that  where  the 
Hebrews  learned  the  same  lessons.  The  romantic  interest  of  this 
theory  must  not,  however,  lead  us  to  neglect  the  ai^fuments  urged 
against  it  by  Dr.  Brugsch.  Let  us  examine,  then,  the  foreign  re- 
lations of  Egypt  at  this  period,  and  the  evidence  as  to  Homer's  know- 
ledge of  one  of  the  peoples  who  have  bequeathed  to  us  our  art,  our 
politics,  science,  philosophy,  and  our  religion. 

The  Eighteenth,  Nineteenth,  and  Twentieth  Dynasties  of  Egypt 
bore  sway,  widely  speaking,  during  the  centuries  which  passed  between 
1700  B.C.  and  1 100  B.C.  In  these  ages  the  Egyptian  empire  reached 
the  summit  of  her  wealth  and  power.  Her  arms  were  carried  vic- 
toriously northward,  into  Asia  MiDor,  southwards  down  the  Nile 
valley,  and  the  Arabian  Gulf,  and  across  the  '  great  sea '  to  Cyprus. 
On  the  walls  of  her  temples  may  still  be  seen  the  painted  procession 
of  captive  or  tributary  races.  These  races  are  mentioned  by  names 
which  it  is  not  always  possible  to  attach,  with  certainty,  to  known 
peoples,  but  the  pictures  themselves  often  afford  the  clearest  evidence 
as  to  types  of  race.  The  Egyptians,  broadly  speaking,  knew  four 
races.  These  were  the  black  men,  negroes,  whose  type  is  unchanged ; 
the  hook-nosed  Semitic  peoples,  whose  features  survive  in  the  Jews  ; 
the  Egyptians  themselves,  painted  in  a  conventional  victorious  red, 
and  lastly,  the  white  non-Asiatic  races  of  northern  Africa,  and  of 
the  islands  and  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean.  It  was  chiefly  with 
the  thick-lipped  and  curly-haired  blacks  of  the  interior,  or  with  the 
Phoenicians  and  other  Semitic  races,  that  the  Egyptians  of  the 
sixteenth  century  before  Christ  had  to  do.  From  the  Hittites  of  the 
Qrontes  valley  and  other  Asiatic  tribes,  conquered  in  the  great  battle 
of  Megiddo,  Thothmes  III.  took  as  tribute  all  those  marvels  of  Sido- 
nian  art  that  Homer  is  never  weary  of  extolling.  The  representations 
of  the  gold  and  silver  vases  on  the  monuments  prove  that  Homer  did 
not  exaggerate  the  merit  of  the  Phoenician  craftemen.  Thothmes  III. 
boasts  how  he  took  '  many  golden  dishes,  and  a  large  jug  with  a 
double  handle,  a  Phoenician  work.'  He  also  acquired  '  chairs  with 
the  foot-stools  to  them  of  ivory  and  cedar  wood '  (Brugsch,  i.  327). 
We  are  reminded  of  Homer's  description  of  the  chair  which  Icmalius 
'  wrought  with  ivory  and  silver,  and  joined  thereto  a  footstool  that 
was  part  of  the  chair  itself  (Odyssey,  xix.  57).  The  horses  of  the 
Asiatic  enemy  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  Thothmes  with  the  golden-* 
studded  chariots  which  had  been  framed  in  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  *  the 
land  of  the  Asebi,'  the  very  country  where  Homer  places  his  most 
skilfiil  artificers.  It  was  thus  that  the  Pharaohs  dealt  with  their 
Semitic  enemies,  while  from  the  negroes  they  took,  as  tribute. 
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leopards  and  apes,  incense  and  fragrant  woods,  and  slaves,  and  tasks 
of  ivory. 

Such  were  the  relations  of  the  Egyptians  with  two  out  of  the  four 
races  into  which  they  divided  the  dwellers  in  the  world.  From  the 
white-skinned  peoples  of  Northern  Africa,  and  from  their  allies,  also 
white,  who  came  from  the  isles  and  coasts  of  the  great  sea,  Egypt 
took  little  by  way  of  tribute.  They  rather  came  to  seek  her ;  it  was 
not  she  who  wished  to  attack  them.  As  early  as  the  reign  of  Thoth- 
mes  III.,  the  victor  over  the  Asiatics  at  Megiddo,  the  monuments 
speak  of  the  Tamghn^  the  *  people  of  the  North,'  and  of  the  '  tribes  of 
the  islands.'  Among  these  the  most  conspicuous  at  first  were  called 
Tahennuy  the  *  white  men '  of  Northern  Africa.  Early  in  the  reign 
of  Bamses  II.  (about  1450  B.a)  the  monarch  boasts  of  conquests  over 
*  the  barbarians  of  the  north,  and  the  Libyans,  and  the  warriors  of  the 
great  sea'  (Chabas,  *  Etudes,' p.  184).  It  is  among  these  *  warriors 
of  the  great  sea'  that  we  seem  to  recognise  those  indubitably 
powerful  Mediterranean  peoples,  the  ruins  of  whose  vast  Cyclopean 
cities,  built  before  the  dawn  of  history,  crown  many  an  isolated  rocky 
height,  and  command  many  a  harbour  and  creek,  on  the  shores  of 
Grreece,  Italy,  and  the  islands.  These  warriors,  in  short,  were  in  all 
probability  the  ancestors  of  Homer's  more  than  half-mythical  heroes. 

For  more  than  two  centuries  Egypt  was  exposed  to  the  attacks 
and  invasions  of  these  northern  peoples.  Her  wealth,  her  rich  soil, 
her  soft  climate,  and  the  begiimings  of  her  decrepitude,  attracted  the 
maritime  tribes,  and  the  races  of  the  Lybian  mainland.  As  we  read 
the  accoimts  of  these  invasions  in  the  inscriptions,  we  are  irresistibly 
reminded  of  the  similar  excursions  of  the  Northmen  *  on  viking.'  The 
very  language  of  the  monuments  reads  like  the  language  of  the 
English  chroniclers  who  went  in  fear  of  Danish  pirates.  The  first 
recorded  inroad  on  a  large  scale  by  the  confederated  forces  of  Libya 
and  the  maritime  powers  was  made  in  the  time  of  Eamses  II.  This 
king  began  his  reign  by  an  exploit  which  brought  him  into  collision, 
according  to  some  authorities,  with  the  tribes  which  later  succoured 
Hion.  In  the  battle  of  ICadesh  he  checked  the  power  of  the  IQbita 
or  Hittites,  with  their  allies,  the  Leku,  the  Dardani,  the  warriors  of 
Carchemish,  ^  all  the  peoples  from  the  extremest  end  of  the  sea,  to 
the  land  of  the  Ehita.'  In  the  Khita  some  authorities  see  the  other- 
wise mysterious  Keteians  who  were  led  to  fight  for  Troy  by  Eurypylus 
the  son  of  Telephus  (Odyssey,  xi.  519).  In  the  Dardani  they  remark 
the  familiar  Dardanians  of  Homer,  and  in  the  '  Leku '  the  no  less 
familiar  Lycians.  Dr.  Brugsch,  the  determined  opponent  of  views  so 
easy  and  so  pleasing,  is  not  content  with  these  identifications.  He 
thinks  that  the  Leku  are  not  the  Lycians,  but  a  much  less  powerful 
and  important  tribe,  'the  Legyes  mentioned  by  Herodotus  as  a 
people  of  Asia  Minor'  (Herodotus,  vii.  72).  Now  the  Greeks 
called  all  the  wide-spread  Ligurians  of  the  north  Mediterranean  coast 
*  Legyes,'  so  it  is  not  easy  to  see  why,  if  '  Leku '  is  '  Legyes,'  the 
allies  of  the  Khita  may  not  have  come  from  Trieste  or  from  the 
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shores  under  the  Maritime  Alps.  The  Dardanians  again  are  not,  so  Dr. 
Brugsch  holds,  the  Dardanians  with  whom  we  are  all  familiar,  but  a 
sept  named  once  by  Herodotus  (i.  189).  Yet  even  the  Dardanians  of 
Herodotus  were  next  neighbours  of  the  Paphlagonians,  who,  in  their 
turn,  are  numbered  by  Homer  among  the  allies  of  Priam.  Thus,  even 
on  the  showing  of  Dr.  Brugsch,  the  Asiatic  enemies  of  Agamenmon, 
and  the  Asiatic  enemies  of  Ramses  II.  drew  their  allies  from  the  same 
districts.  But  why  should  we  look  for  an  obscure  sept  of  Dardani 
on  the  Tigris,  people  only  casually  alluded  to  by  Herodotus,  writing  a 
thousand  years  later  ?  We  might  as  plausibly  identify  the  Dardani 
who  fought  against  Bamses  II.  with  the  Dardani  who,  according 
to  Strabo,  lived  in  dens  excavated  under  dunghills  in  Illyria,  but 
possessed  an  unaffected  taste  for  music. 

When  he  attacked  the  Leku,  Khita,  and  Dardani,  Ramses  IL  was 
aided  by  some  foreign  mercenaries,  called  the  Shardana  ^  of  the  sea.' 
These  men  are  called  '  the  King's  prisoners,'  and  it  is  probable  that 
they  had  first  been  made  captives  in  some  war  with  North  Africa,  and 
afterwards  trained  to  bear  arms  with  the  native  Egyptian  soldiery. 
The  name  of  the  Shardana,  with  that  of  other  maritime  peoples,  was 
soon  to  be  tarrible  to  the  Egyptians.  The  reign  of  Ramses  II.  lasted 
?ery  long — no  less  than  sixty-eight  years — and  it  is  possible  that  the 
government  of  Egypt  shared  the  weakness  of  the  king's  old  age. 
However  that  may  be,  Ramses  II.  had  not  long  lain  within  his 
strangely  himible  tomb  when  the  Libyans,  with  the  peoples  of  the 
Mediterranean,  invaded  the  empire.  The  story  of  the  invasion  is 
told  by  reliefe  and  inscriptions  on  the  walls  of  a  little  court  to  the 
sonth  of  the  precinct  of  the  chief  temple  at  Camac.  The  inscriptions 
are  described  by  ChampolUon,  who  partly  deciphered  them  (1828), 
bnt  did  not  identify  the  names  of  the  races  mentioned  as  hostile  to 
Egypt.  As  read  by  the.late  Vicomte  de  Roug£,  and  (with  occasional 
variations)  by  M.  Chabas  and  Dr.  Brugsch,  they  describe  the  war 
between  the  Libyan  king  and  his  allies  on  the  one  part,  and  Meneptah, 
son  of  Ramses  II.  (the  Pharaoh  of  Exodus),  on  the  other.  The  names 
of  the  allied  powers  are  thus  written  by  Dr.  Brugsch :  '  The  A-qa- 
I  oa-sha,  the  Tulisha,  or  Turisha,  the  Liku,  the  Shair-dan,  the  Sha- 
I  ka-li-sha,  peoples  of  the  north  which  came  hither  out  of  all  countries.' 
(Brugsch,  ii.  116.)  The  Vicomte  de  Rouge  spelled  the  names, 
'  Akaiusa,  Tuir'sa,  Leku,  Shairdina,  S^akalesha.'  (^  M^moire  sur  les 
Attaques,'  etc.,  p.  11.)  Both  authorities  agree  that  the  Rebu  (Li- 
byans) and  Mashuasha  (Maxyes,  an  African  people  who,  in  Herod- 
I  otus'  time,  claimed  Trojan  ancestry)  were  among  the  invaders.  All 
I  authorities  agree  in  saying  that  these  allies  had  for  months  pitched 
I  hostile  camps  in  Egypt,  did  violence,  *  plundered,  loved  death,  and 
hated  life.'  In  this  inscription  (translated  also  by  Dr.  Birch,  ^  Records 
of  the  Past,'  vol.  iv.  p.  36),  one  seems  to  hear  Gildas  grumbling 
about  the  Saxons,  or  the  English  chroniclers  denouncing  the  Danish 
\  pirates.  Though  Meneptah  refrised  f  on  the  pretence  of  a  warning 
vision)  to  lead  his  troops  into  action,  tne  charioteers  of  Egypt  utterly 
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routed  the  confederate  hosts.  Of  the  Libyans  there  fell  over  six 
thousand  men,  of  the  Shakalsha  more  than  two  hundred,  many  of  the 
Shardana,  whose  kinsmen  fought  against  them  in  the  ranks  of  Egypt, 
and  many  of  the  Aqaiusha.  The  bloody  trophies  of  victory,  fw^- 
ments  and  hands  of  the  mutilated  dead,  were  counted  over  before  the 
king. 

The  all-important  question  must  now  be  asked,  who  were  these 
maritime  nations,  these  enemies  of  Egypt  ?  The  spelling  of  their 
names  by  various  interpreters  does  not  vary  so  much,  but  that  a  ready 
answer  rises  to  the  lips.  When  the  Vicomte  de  Eoug6  published  his 
celebrated  ^  M^moire '  in  1866,  he  identified,  as  most  people  would  be 
prone  to  do,  the  Aqaiusha  with  the  Achaeans,  who,  in  Homer's  time, 
¥^ere  the  chief  race  in  Greece.  In  the  Shakalusha  he  saw  the  Sicilians, 
whom  Homer  frequently  alludes  to  as  slave  merchants,  and  therefore, 
probably,  as  pirates.  The  Shardana  were  taken  for  the  Sardinians 
and  the  Tuirsha  for  the  Tyrrhenians  or  Etrurians  ;  these  famous  sea- 
brers,  an  identification  favoured  by  the  spelling  of  the  Tyrsenian,  or 
Tyrrhenian  name  in  Oscan  inscriptions.  Even  if  these  natural  sugges- 
tions are  adopted,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  Tyrrhenian,  Sardinian, 
Sicilian,  and  other  tribes  had  as  yet  established  themselves  in  Etruria, 
Sardinia,  and  Sicily.  De  Bouge's  system  was  adopted  by  Masp^ro, 
Ghabas,  Lenormant,  and  (provisionally)  by  Dr.  Birch.  It  has  been 
disturbed  by  the  theory  of  Dr.  Brugsch  History  of  Egypt,'  vol.  ii. 
p.  1 24).  According  to  Dr.  Brugsch,  the  invaders  were  '  Colchio-Cretan 
tribes.'  They  came  firom  the  distant  Caucasus,  and  from  Crete,  where, 
as  Homer  tells  us,  dwelt  Achaeans,  native  Cretans,  Cydonians,  Dorians, 
and  Pelasgians.  (Odyssey,  xix.  175.)  Dr.  Brugsch,  however,  says 
little  about  the  Cretans  among  the  invaders.  It  is  from  the  spurs  of 
the  Caucasus  and  the  coasts  of  the  Black  Sea  that  he  brings  the  allies 
of  the  Libyans.    L^t  us  examine  his  reasons. 

Dr.  Brugsch's  system  is  based,  partly  on  a  point  of  Egyptian  verbal 
scholarship,  in  which  no  one  agrees  with  him  ;  secondly,  on  ethnolo- 
gical conjecture.  He  interprets  the  inscriptions  about  the  Egyptian 
victory  to  mean  that  the  dead  Aqaiusha  and  Shakalsha,  whose  hands 
were  cut  off  and  brought  to  Meneptah,  were  circumcised  men.  No 
other  translator,  neither  Dr.  Birch,  nor  M.  Chabas,  nor  De  Roug6  (and 
their  combined  opinion  is  of  immense  weight)  has  imderstood  the  in- 
scription in  this  sense.  Dr.  Brugsch  holds  that  the  Libyans  were  despised 
by  the  Egyptians  as  an  uncircumcised  race,  while  the  circumcised 
Aqaiusha  and  Shakalsha  were  comparatively  respected.  Jle  argues 
that  'to  identify  circvbmciaed  tribes,  as  some  have  done,  with  the 
Achaeans,  Sicilians,  Sardinians,  &c.,  is  to  introduce  a  serious  error 
into  the  primitive  history  of  the  classical  nations.'  Here,  then,  is  the 
negative  argument ;  the  Aqaiusha  conformed  to  the  Egyptian  and  the 
Jewish  rite,  therefore,  they  were  not  the  Achaeans  of  Greece.  Here 
two  obvious  answers  suggest  themselves ;  first,  the  translation  on  which 
Dr.  Brugsch  reposes  is  not,  as  yet,  accepted  by  other  scholars  ;  second, 
we  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  the  prehistoric  ancestors  of 
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the  Greeks  did  or  did  not  practise  a  rite  which  is  widely  spread,  espe- 
cially among  savage  races.  We  only  know  that,  in  the  age  of 
Herodotus,  a  thousand  years  after  this  period,  no  tradition  that  the 
Greeks  had  ever  practised  the  rite  seems  to  have  survived.  It  is  per- 
fectly possible  that  races  with  the  Hellenic  instiilct  for  refinement  at 
one  time  conformed  to,  but  later,  and  long  before  the  time  of  Herodotus, 
aliandoned  a  custom  which,  in  origin,  seems  essentially  savage.  In  pre- 
cisely the  same  way,  the  Phoenicians  gave  up  this  trait  of  maimers 
when  they  became  acquainted  with  the  Greeks  (Herodotus,  ii.  104),  and 
many  Polynesian  peoples  are  abandoning  it  in  our  own  time.  Again, 
it  must  be  noted  that  Dr.  Brugsch  declares  the  Mashuasha  (Maxyes) 
to  have  conformed  to  the  Egyptian  manners  in  this  respect.  Now, 
Herodotus,  on  whose  evidence  Dr.  Brugsch  elsewhere  relies,  omits  to 
mention  the  Maxyes  in  his  catalogue  of  circmncised  races,  while,  in 
his  account  of  the  Maxyes,  he  says  nothing  about  circumcision.  Did 
Dr.  Brugsch  assume  that  the  Maxyes  conformed  to  the  rite,  because 
he  found  that  their  hands  were  cut  off,  after  a  battle,  like  the  hands 
of  the  Aqaiusha  ?  Singularly  enough,  the  mutilation  of  a  hand  is  the 
punishment  now  inflicted  in  Socotra,  on  persons  who  are  Tiot  circum- 
cised. Many  other  arguments  derived  from  the  practice  of  Polynesian 
races  might  here  be  adduced.  It  is  enough  to  say  that,  even  if  Dr. 
Bmgsch's  translation  is  accepted,  the  authentic  history  of  manners 
permits  us  to  suppose  that  the  Achaeans  of  the  thirteenth  century 
before  our  era  may  have  conformed  to  the  descriptions  of  the  Aqaiusha 
in  the  Egyptian  texts,  as  translated  by  Dr.  Brugsch. 

The  learned  G-erman  is  dissatisfied  with  the  old  identification.  What 
reasons  lead  him  to  put  forward  his  new  theory  ?  At  a  first  glance, 
it  does  seem  very  unlikely  that  the  tribes  of  ^  remotest  Caucasus,'  that 
'wall  of  the  world's  end,'  as  the  Greeks  thought  it,  should  ally  them- 
selves with  Libya,  and  invade  Egypt.  No  Greek  tradition  or  legend 
speaks  of  such  an  alliance,  while  Greek  legendary  history  starts  from 
a  supposed  constant  intercourse  between  Libya,  Egypt,  Sardinia, 
Sicily,  and  Grreece.  Herodotus  however  assures  us,  that,  whether  the 
Caucasian  tribes  came  to  Egypt  or  not,  the  Egyptians  went  to  the 
(iiucasus.  This  expedition  was  made,  he  says,  under  Sesostris,  that 
is,  Bamses  II.,  the  monarch  on  whose  death  the  Caucasians  {teste 
Brugsch)  in  their  turn  invaded  Egypt !  This  was  a  singular  turning 
of  the  tables.  Herodotus  thinks  that  the  Colchian  tribes  learned 
Egyptian  manners  from  the  soldiers  of  Bamses  II.  Is  it  probable 
that  the  practice  became  at  once  so  general  that  they  could  send  a 
circumcised  army  to  invade  the  realms  of  the  son  of  Bamses  ?  Here, 
at  least,  is  the  argument  of  Dr.  Brugsch  ;  the  maritime  invaders  of 
Egypt  conformed  to  the  Egyptian  rite,  therefore,  they  were  not  the 
ancestors  of  the  femous  Achaeans.  But  the  tribes  of  the  Caucasus 
(a  thousand  years  later),  practised  the  rite,  therefore  it  is  proper  to 
look  among  them  for  the  invaders  of  Egypt.  Yet  even  Dr.  Brugsch 
has  to  come  down  to  much  later  times  for  his  facts.  He  wishes  to 
find,  among  the  Colchian  and  Caucasian  mountaineers,  names  of  tribes 
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that  correspond  to  the  names  of  invaders  on  the  monuments,  and 
these  names  he  finds,  more  than  a  thousand  years  later,  in  the  pages 
of  Strabo,  a  writer  of  the  time  of  Augustus.  As  Dr.  Brugsch  goes 
to  the  Caucasus,  and  to  Colchis,  to  find  the  invaders  of  Egypt,  it 
may  be  as  well  to  quote  Herodotus's  account  of  the  Colchisois,  and 
of  their  apparent  ethnological  connections  with  the  Egyptians. 

Thereafter  he  (Sesostris,  Eamses  II.)  went  all  through  the  continent, 
even  till  he  crossed  out  of  Asia  into  Europe,  where  he  overcame  the 
Scythians  and  the  Thradans.  So  far,  and  no  further,  methinks,  came  the 
Egyptian  host,  for  in  the  land  of  these  peoples  are  the  memorial  pillars  set, 
and  still  to  be  seen,  but  beyond  these  they  are  no  longer  to  be  found. 
Thence  he  turned  about,  and  went  back,  and  when  he  came  to  the  Phasis 
river,  I  have  thereafter  no  clear  story  to  tell,  as  to  whether  the  King 
Sesofftris  himself  sundered  a  portion  of  his  army,  and  planted  them  there, 
or  whether  certain  of  the  soldiers,  being  weary  of  wandering,  chose  to 
abide  there  about  the  Eiver  Phasis.  For  the  Colchians  seem  to  be  of 
Egyptian  race,  and  this  I  say  as  one  that  noted  it  myself,  before  I  heard  it 
from  others.  But  when  the  thing  came  into  my  mind  I  made  inquiry  of 
both  peoples,  and  the  Colchians  remember  the  Egyptians  better  than  the 
Egyptians  remember  the  Colchians.  The  Egyptians  said  they  reckoned  the 
Colchians  to  be  in  the  host  of  Sesostris,  but  I  guessed  at  the  matter  by  this, 
that  both  Egyptians  and  Colchians  are  dark-slbnned  and  curly  haired.  And 
this  proves  nothing,  for  other  men  so  far  resemble  them ;  but  by  this  I 
was  more  led  to  my  guess,  namely,  that  the  Colchians,  Aegyptians,  and 
Aethiopians,  and  they  aloney  have  always  from  the  beginning  practised 

circiuncision  Come,  now,  I  will  mention  other  Colchian  matters, 

to  show  how  like  they  are  to  the  Egyptiaos.  They  and  the  Egyptians  are 
the  only  peoples  that  weave  linen  (in  the  same  way),  and  all  their  manner 
of  life,  and  the  tongue  they  speak,  resemble  each  other.  And  Colchian  linen 
the  Greeks  call  Sardonikon,  but  that  which  comes  from  Egypt  they  call 
E^iyptian.   (Herodotus,  iL  ^3,  104.) 

So  far  Herodotus  goes,  and  by  aid  of  his  evidence  Dr.  Brugsch 
recognises  his  circumcised  Sha/rdcma  in  the  Colchian  makers  of  Sardo- 
nian  linen  (\/i/oi/  Xaphovucov).  The  Tv/raha  of  the  sea,  Brugsch  calls 
people  from  Mount  Taurus,  but  it  appears  that  philological  reasoning 
(*  if  anyone  is  inclined  to  trust  that,'  as  Herodotus  would  say)  strongly 
favours  De  Rough's  identification  of  the  Tuirsha  with  the  Tyrseni, 
or  Etruscans.  Ilie  Lehi^  or  Lukuj  as  we  have  already  seen.  Dr. 
Brugsch  believes  to  be,  not  Lycians,  but  Legyes.  The  Aqai/iiaha 
are  Achaeans  with  Dr.  Brugsch,  as  well  as  with  De  Roug£  and  Chabas, 
but  then  they  are  not  the  Achaeans  of  Greece  or  Crete,  but  the 
Achaeans  of  the  Caucasus.  This  interesting  tribe  (the  ancestors  of 
*  the  gallant  Lazi ')  are  mentioned  by  Strabo,  some  thirteen  hundred 
years  after  their  appearance  on  the  monuments.  According  to 
Strabo,  the  Achaeans  of  the  Caucasus  were  not  unlike  the  modem 
buccaneers  of  Batoum.  In  his  time,  they  dwelt  near  the  rugged 
and  harbourless  coasts  of  the  Black  Sea.  They  lived  somewhat  inland, 
in  the  forests  and  glens,  in  which  they  dragged  up  the  canoes 
(capable  of  holding  about  twenty-five  men  each),  in  which  they  made 
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buccaneering  expeditions.  When  an  expedition  was  over,  they  re- 
torned  to  their  fastnesses,  and  drank,  and  feasted  till  all  was  spent. 
It  is  in  the  ancestors  of  these  semi-savage  neighbours  of  the  degraded 
*  lice-eaters,'  that  Dr.  Brugsch  recognises  the  allies  of  Libya,  the  men 
who  shook  the  empire  of  Egjrpt.  Few  other  students  will  be  inclined  to 
overlook  the  claims  of  the  Achaean  race,  which  was  certainly,  within 
four  centuries,  so  powerful  in  the  Levant,  in  &vour  of  a  remote  and 
obscure  set  of  savages,  without  history,  traditions,  or  architectural 
remains.  The  remains  of  Mycenae,  Orchomenos,  and  scores  of  other 
towns,  attest  the  prehistoric  homes  of  the  dwellers  in  Ghreek  coasts 
and  ides.  The  l^nds  of  Libya,  Sardinia,  Sicily,  Egypt,  and  Grreece, 
as  Pausanias  shows,  are  all  in  undesigned  coincidence  with  the 
Egyptian  monuments,  as  read  by  De  Boug^  and  Chabas.  The  con- 
tents of  the  oldest  graves  in  Greek  and  in  Sardinian  soil,  speak  to  a 
prehistoric  intercourse  with  Egypt.  The  very  sculptures  on  the 
sepulchral  stelae,  found  in  the  Acropolis  of  Mycenae,  are  most  easily 
explained  as  rude  and  debased  imitations  of  the  familiar  Egyptian 
group,  in  which  the  king  fights  from  his  chariot.  In  face  of  tdl  this 
tangible  evidence  which  connects  prehistoric  Greece  with  Egypt, 
it  seems  superfluous  to  seek  for  casual  similarities  of  name  among  the 
obscure  tribes  of  the  remote  Caucasus. 

The  next  mention  of  the  people  of  the  Mediterranean  coasts  and 
islands  is  found  in  the  monument  of  Ramses  III.  (1200-1166  b.c.) 
On  the  walls  of  Medinet  Habou  in  Western  Thebes  are  depicted  the 
chief  events  in  the  history  of  an  invasion  of  Egypt,  in  the  eighth 
year  of  Bamses.  The  inscriptions  declare  that  ^  the  people  quivered 
with  desire  of  battle  in  all  their  limbs,  they  came  up  leaping  from 
their  coasts  and  islands,  and  spread  themselves  all  at  once  over  the 
lands.'  (Brugsch,  vol.  ii.  p.  147.)  They  were  moved  by  the  irresistible 
attraction  of  the  south,  by  the  force  that  draws  the  Slavonic  races 
towards  India  and  the  Mediterranean,  the  force  that  led  the  North- 
men to  Byzantium  and  the  Goths  to  Bome.  <  It  came  to  pass,'  says 
another  inscription,  *  that  the  people  of  the  northern  regions,  who 
reside  in  their  islands  and  on  their  coasts,  shuddered  [with  eagerness 
for  battle]  in  their  bodies.  They  entered  into  the  lakes  of  the 
mouths  of  the  Nile.  Their  nostrils  snuffed  up  the  wind,  their  desvre 
was  to  breathe  a  soft  air^  (Brugsch,  vol.  ii.  p.  149.)  From  the 
relie&  and  inscriptions  we  learn  that  the  invasion  was  attempted 
both  by  land  and  sea.  Some  of  the  Northerners  landed  on  the  coast 
of  Canaan,  defeated  the  Khita,  the  people  of  Kadi  (Qtililee),  and 
of  Karchemish,  and  so  advanced  on  Egypt.  Others  sailed  round  to 
the  mouths  of  the  Nile.  By  the  rapidity  of  his  movements  Bamses 
III.  discomfited  the  double  attack.  In  the  reliefs  of  Medinet 
Habou,  we  see  the  king  distributing  arms,  we  accompany  the  army 
on  the  march,  and  behold  the  destruction  of  the  islanders  and  men  of 
the  Mediterranean  coasts.  A  fourth  picture  represents  the  return 
march  of  the  Egyptians  to  encounter  the  hostile  navy,  and  the  fifth 
shows  us  the  earliest  extant  view  of  a  naval  battle.    Bamses  had 


Digitized  by  Google 


i8o     Egypt  and  the  Pre-Homeric  Greeks.  [August 

formed  a  cordxm  of  ships  and  boats  to  protect  the  great  water-gate  of 
Egypt.  '  A  defence  was  built  on  the  water,  like  a  strong  wall,  of 
ships  of  war,  of  merchantmen,  of  boats  and  skiffs.  They  who  had 
reached  the  boundary  of  my  country  never  more  reaped  harvest.  .  .  . 
Their  ships  and  all  their  possessions  lay  strewn  on  the  mirror  of  the 
waters.'  (Brugsch,  vol.  ii.  p.  148.) 

Who  were  the  islanders  and  coastmen  who  thus  failed  to  make 
good  their  enterprise  ?  The  inscriptions  give  their  names,  the  bas- 
reliefs  present  pictures  of  their  ships,  costumes,  and  weapons.  First 
let  us  examine  the  names.  They  are  read  thus  by  Dr.  Brugsch: 
'Their  home  was  in  the  land  of  the  Purosatha,  the  Zakkar,  the 
Shalkalsha,  the  Daanau,  and  the  Uashuash.'  ('The  Tuirsha  of  the 
sea,'  Brugsch's  Taurians,  and  the  Tyrrhenians  of  De  Boug^,  were 
also  engaged.)  For  Purosatha,  M.  Chabas,  with  almost  all  other 
scholars,  reads  Pelesta,  vaguely  identified  with  Pelasgians,  or  Phi- 
listines. For  Zakkar,  it  is  usual  to  read  Tekkri,  or  Tekkariu,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  classical  Teucri.  There  is  a  general  agreement  as  to  the 
epellmg  of  Shakalsha  or  Shalkulsha,  Taanau  or  Daanau,  and  Uas- 
huash, though  not  about  the  peoples  mentioned  under  these  names. 
Now  here  the  method  of  Dr.  Brugsch  is  well  worth  attending  to ;  it  is 
so  extraordinary  as  to  be  almost  incredible.  He  protests  that  the 
Shakalsha  are  not  Sicilians,  but  the  people  of  Zagylis  (vol.  ii.  p. 
124).  Now  what  was  Zagylis?  It  was  'a  village  in  the  time  of 
the  Romans.'  There  '  the  last  remnant  of  the  Shakalsha  still  re- 
mained.' Obviously  this  tells  us  nothing.  The  Shakalsha  are  the 
people  of  Zagylis,  and  the  people  of  Zagylis  (some  fourteen  hundred 
years  later),  are — the  remnant  of  the  Shakalsha  I  Take  another 
example :  the  Shardana  are  '  the  Chartani,'  and  the  Chartani  are — 
the  remains  of  the  Shardana.  Here,  however,  we  have  at  least 
some  clue  as  to  who  the  Shardana  were :  they  were  not  the  Sardi- 
nians, but  Colchians,  linen-manufacturing  people,  inferred  to  exist 
from  the  term  'Sardonian  linen,'  in  Herodotus.  Let  us  try  the 
Daanau ;  these  are  the  classic  Danai,  or  the  Daunians,  according  to 
other  students.  Dr.  Brugsch  says  they  are  the  people  of  Taineia, 
mentioned  by  the  geographer  Ptolemy.  And  who  are  the  people  of 
Taineia?  They  are  the  remains  of  the  Daanau.  Finally,  the 
Zakkar  are  identified  with  the  Zygritae  (vol.  ii.  p.  151),  and  when  we 
ask  who  the  Zygritae  were,  we  find  that  they  were  a  small  tribe,  who 
perpetuated  the  name  of  the  Zakkar.  Siu'ely  it  is  not  a  very  scien- 
tific process  to  identify  a  powerful  ancient  race  with  a  small  one 
first  heard  of  a  thousand  years  later,  and  then  to  explain  that  the 
weak  tribe  is  the  descendant  of  the  strong  one.  We  think  it  is  suf- 
ficiently obvious  that  Dr.  Brugsch's  theory  is  no  satisfactory  substi- 
tute for  the  older  system,  which  recognised  powerful  and  historical 
peoples  of  the  Levant  in  powerful  prehistoric  races  of  almost  iden- 
tical names,  only  slightly  altered  by  Egyptian  orthography. 

Let  us  now  turn  from  the  record  of  names  in  his  inscriptions  to 
the  record  of  fiujts  in  the  bas-reliefe.    In  these  representations 
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preserved  to  us  through  three  thousand  years,  we  may  admire,  with 
absolute  confidence,  the  lively  pictures  of  the  old  masters  of  the 
Mediterranean.  From  the  representations  of  the  battle  on  land,  it  is 
plain  that  the  Tekkri  and  Pelesta  were  in  the  same  social  con- 
ditions as  the  Gimbri  who  were  defeated  by  Marius,  and  the  Tartars 
who  invaded  Eussia  in  the  thirteenth  century.  Like  the  Tartars, 
they  came  to  conquer  and  settle ;  they  brought  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren with  them  in  huge  wains  of  wicker  work,  with  solid  wheels, 
each  wain  being  drawn  by  four  oxen.  The  descriptions  of  the 
Russian  annalist  might  serve  for  an  account  of  these  inroads  of  the 
Tekkri.  The  Egyptians,  like  the  Slavs,  must  have  been  dismayed 
by  *  the  grinding  of  the  wheels  of  the  wooden  chariots,  the  bellow- 
ings  of  tiie  bufEgdoes,  the  howling  of  the  barbarians.'  While  the 
warriors  of  the  Tekkri  and  Pelesta  were  fighting  in  open  chariots 
like  those  of  tJie  Egyptians  and  Greeks,  the  wains  with  the  women 
and  diildren  were  <bkwn  up  in  the  rear.  The  van  of  the  foreign 
army  was  routed,  and  in  the  pictures  of  Medinet  Habou  we  see 
the  Egyptians  falling  on  the  waggons,  and  slaying  the  children 
whom  the  women  in  vain  endeavour  to  rescue.  It  is  a  singular 
&ct  that  the  Tekkri  who  took  the  lead  of  the  land-forces  also 
supplied  many  mariners  to  the  confederate  navy.  In  the  sea-piece 
which  preserves  the  events  of  the  naval  battle,  we  recogidse  the 
Tekkri  by  their  peculiar  head-piece,  which  is  not  absolutely  imlike 
a  rude  form  of  the  later  Greek  helmet.  This  head-piece  is  also 
worn  by  Pelesta,  Daanau,  and  Uashuash. 

The  picture  of  the  sea-fight  throws  a  great  deal  of  light  on  the 
civilisation  of  the  predecessors  (we  dare  not  say  ^ancestors')  of 
Agamemnon.  The  artist  has  been  most  careful  to  mark  the  differ- 
^ce  between  the  ships  of  the  Shalkalsha,  Shardana,  and  Daanau,  and 
those  of  his  own  countrymen.  The  Egyptian  vessels  are  low  at  prow 
and  stem,  either  extremity  is  tipped  by  a  carved  lion's  head,  and  it 
is  easy  for  a  warrior  to  have  one  foot  on  deck,  and  the  other  on  the 
figure  head  of  his  ship.  The  bulwarks  are  slightly  raised  at  each 
extremity,  and  the  ships  must  have  been  half-decked.  The  confede- 
rates on  the  other  hand  fight  in  barques  which  are  lofty  in  prow 
and  stem.  Either  extremity  is  finished  off  witii  a  bird's  beak, 
which  rises  high  out  of  the  water.  The  reader  of  Homer  at  once 
recognises  the  vfival  Kopwvlai^  the  ships  with  beaks  at  either  end, 
the  vin9  afi^LiXlaaas^  vessels  curved  at  prow  and  stern  ((teewrvatae) 
of  the  poet.  The  later  barques  of  the  Greeks,  as  we  see  them 
painted  on  vases  of  the  sixth  century,  were  quite  unlike  these.  The 
prow  was  by  that  time  constmcted  for  ramming  purposes,  for  which 
these  high  birds'  beaks  of  the  early  Mediterranean  vessels  were  not  at 
all  adapted.  That  the  people  of  the  Mediterranean  did  use  such 
vessels  as  those  which  they  man  in  the  Egyptian  pictures,  is  proved  by 
a  very  old  Cyprian  vase  in  the  Cesnola  collections  (Cesnola's  *  Cyprus,' 
pL  xlv.).  On  this  vase  is  painted  a  ship  with  the  arrangement  of  mast 
and  sail  common  to  the  barques  of  the  Egyptians  and  their  enemies. 
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The  prow  and  stern,  however,  are  built  high  out  of  the  water, 
and  protected,  as  in  the  relief,  bj  lofty  bulwarks.  This  is  good 
evidence  to  the  accuracy  of  the  Egyptian  draughtsmen,  who  were 
careful  to  mark  aU  these  distinctions,  as  they  were  engaged  in  com* 
piling  historical  records,  rather  than  in  producing  mere  works  of  art. 

In  the  sea-fight  the  Egyptians  are,  of  course,  having  the  best  of 
the  battle.  The  masts  of  die  Tuirslm,  Tekkri,  and  Shakalsha  are 
going  by  the  board;  the  Egyptians  diower  in  their  arrows  with 
deadly  effect;  the  Tekkri,  with  drawn  swords,  in  vain  attempt  to 
drive  back  the  boarders.  The  face  of  the  sea  is  covered  with  the 
bodies  of  men  who  have  fallen  from  the  decks,  and  the  Egyptians, 
with  the  clemency  which  was  peculiar  to  them,  help  the  wounded 
to  reach  the  shore,  or  take  them  on  board  their  own  vessels.  In  some 
of  the  ships  of  the  allied  invaders  are  soldiers  who  wear  a  peculiar 
helmet.  It  so  £su:  resembles  the  helmets  of  the  Shardana,  that  it  has 
a  curved  horn  on  each  side,  but,  unlike  them,  it  has  no  spike  and 
ball  in  the  centre.  A  homed  helmet  of  the  same  sort  (but  probably 
much  later)  has  been  found  in  an  Italian  grave,  and  may  be  seen  in 
the  British  Museimi.  In  other  ships  of  the  allies  appear  the  Tekkri, 
with  their  crested  bonnets,  mingled  with  allies  who  wear  the  conical  cap 
of  the  Greek  and  Etruscan  sailors,  the  cap,  or  fez,  which,  in  Greek  art,  is 
worn  by  Odysseus.  The  wearers  of  these  caps  are,  probably  with  justice, 
rec(^ised  as  the  Tuirsha,  whom  Dr.  Brugsch  calls  the  Taurians, 
but  whom  we  prefer  to  call  Etrurians  or  Tyrrhenians.  The  striped 
tunics  worn  by  these  two  last  classes  of  allies  are  the  same  as  those 
in  which  the  Shardana  were  still  dressed,  even  after  they  had  become 
allies  of  the  Egjrptians. 

We  have  now  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  races  in  whom  it  seenks  not 
unreasonable  to  recognise  Mediterranean  peoples,  the  ancestors  of 
Homer's  heroes.  We  may  say,  then,  with  some  confidence,  that  for 
centuries  before  the  period  dealt  with  in  the  Homeric  poems,  the  dwellers 
on  the  borders  of  the  midland  sea,  the  Tuirsha,  Shakalsha,  Aqaiusha, 
Tekkri,  and  the  rest,  were  adventurous  warriors,  capable  of  forming 
such  large  confederacies  as  those  which  took  part  in  the  si^;e  of 
Troy.  About  the  Tekkri,  we  may  say  with  certainty  that  they  had 
not  passed  the  period  of  great  national  migrations.  Unless  a  whole 
people  had  moved,  or  had  at  least  sent  out  a  veft  saxynimy  they  would 
not  have  led  with  them  women  and  children,  in  the  wains  drawn  by 
oxen.  About  the  sea-faring  Aqaiusha,  Shakalsha,  and  Shardana,  we 
cannot  speak  so  certainly.  '  They  desired  to  breathe  a  soft  air,'  they 
were  eager  to  plunder  the  Egyptians,  but  it  does  not  seem  that  they 
brought  their  women  with  them,  or  definitely  meant  to  settle.  When 
we  turn  from  the  monuments  to  Homer,  we  certainly  find  in  him  a 
picture  of  an  established  society  contented  with  secure  habitations. 
The  Achaeans  and  Argives  of  the  poems  are  deeply  attached  to 
home ;  their  thoughts  alwajrs  go  back  from  the  leaguer  under  Troy 
to  wives,  children,  and  aged  fathers,  who  now  and  again  send  them 
news  of  their  welfare,  from  Phthia,  Crete,  or  Argos.    Homer  knows 
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nothing  of  combiiied  Achaean  invasions  of  Egypt.  The  more  recent 
fends  of  the  eastern  and  western  shores  of  the  Aegean  have  put  any 
such  adv^tures  out  of  memory.  Only  here  and  there  the  roaming 
spirit  of  the  older  pirates  survives  in  such  men  as  Odysseus  feigned 
himself  to  be,  in  the  story  told  to  Eumaeus  (Odyssey,  xiv.  240-300). 
When  he  there  describes  himself  as  a  Cretan  pirate  who  ventured  to 
make  a  raid  on  Egypt,  he  also  declares  that  such  adventurous  person^ 
are  now  rare.  His  joy,  he  says,  is  in  all  that  other  men  hold  in  horror. 

Though  Homer  Imows  nothing  of  confederated  invasioils  of  Egypt, 
his  acquaintance  with  the  manners  of  the  country  is  tolerably  exact. 
He  knows  Thebes  as  the  richest  city  in  the  world,  fall  of  stored  wealth, 
of  chariots,  and  horses.  Mr.  Gladstone  and  others  have  tried  to  show 
that  this  description  could  only  apply  to  Thebes  in  the  days  of  its  im- 
perial prosperity.  We  cannot  possibly  say,  however,  how  long  the 
memory  of  Thebes  as  the  ^  mickle-garth '  of  the  world  might  survive  its 
actual  decline.  It  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  Dr.  Lauth's  bold  attempt 
to  find  Bamses  III.,  '  the  old  man  of  the  sea,'  in  the  Proteus  of  the 
fourth  book  of  the  Odyssey.  Proteus  is  merely  the  Homeric  form 
of  tiie  mdrchm  which  in  Scotland  becomes  the  ballad  of  TamUme. 

Setting  aside  these  feur-fetched  conjectures,  it  is  certain  that  Homer 
knows  'the  Eiver  Aegyptus,'  which  in  Hesiod  has  already  become  '  the 
Nfle.'  He  knows  Thebes  and  its  wealth ;  he  knows  the  island  Pharos. 
He  is  familiar  with  the  clemency  of  the  Egyptians.  The  king,  in 
the  story  of  Odysseus,  conveys  the  pirate  chief  safely  away  in  his  own 
chariot,  just  as  the  sailors,  on  the  monuments,  rescue  their  drowning 
enemies.  Homer  is  also  aware  that  the  Egyptians  had  friendly  relations 
with  Cyprus  and  Phoenicia  (Odyssey,  xvii.  440).  He  knows  the 
Egyptian  reputation  for  skill  in  medicine.  '  There  each  man  is  a 
physician  skilled  beyond  all  others,  for  they  are  of  the  race  of  Paeaeon.' 
(Od.  iv.  211,  213.)  To  be  brief^  Egypt  is  to  Homer  a  land  within 
the  limits  of  the  real  world ;  it  is  beyond  Libya  that  the  enchanted 
isles  and  shored  come  into  the  ken  of  his  wandering  hero. 

We  have  tried  to  show  reason  for  maintaining  the  opinion  that 
the  Egyptian  monuments  reveal  to  us  a  moment  in  the  national 
education  of  the  early  Greeks.  Egypt  probably  gave  them  their  first 
glimpse  of  a  settled  and  luxurious  civilisation,  first  taught  them  to 
take  delight  in  other  things  than  '  swords,  shafts,  and  spears,  and 
ships  with  long  oars.'  What  manner  of  life  would  Greek  prisoners  or 
ineroenaries  see  in  Egypt  ?  There  they  would  find  towns  wealthier 
than  the  fabled  city  of  the  Phaeacians.  Thebes  alone  they  knew 
of  as  a  dim  rich  city  that  rose  on  the  borders  of  the  world,  as  did 
Byzantium  on  the  horizon  of  the  Danes.  In  Thebes  and  the  other 
cities  of  Egypt  they  beheld  '  the  fields  full  of  good  things,  the  canak 
rich  in  fish,  the  lakes  swarming  with  wild  fowl,  the  meadows  green 
with  herbs.  There  are  lentils  in  endless  abundance,  and  melons 
honey-sweet  grow  in  the  well-watered  fields.  The  bams  are  fall  of 
wheat,  and  reach  as  high  as  heaven ;  the  vine,  the  almond,  and  the 
fig-trw  grow  in  the  gardens.    Sweet  is  their  wine,  and  with  honey  do 
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they  mingle  it.  The  youths  are  clad  always  in  festive  array,  the  fine  oil 
is  poured  upon  their  curled  locks.'  It  is  thus  that  an  Egyptian  scribe 
depicts  one  of  the  towns  of  his  country.  The  picture  is  precisely  that 
which  Homer  draws  of  ideal  luxury  and  comfort.  Even  in  trifling 
details  the  Homeric  domestic  life  is  like  that  of  Egypt.  In  Phaeacia,  as 
in  the  monuments,  kings'  daughters  drive  chariots.  In  Ithaca,  as  in 
Thebes,  kings  and  queens  are  fond  of  geese,  of  aU  birds !  In  the  tribute 
brought  to  Thutmes  III.  from  the  Phoenician  land  are  '  two  geese. 
These  were  dearer  to  the  king  than  anything  else '  (Brugsch,  i.  334). 
Compare  Penelope's  story  of  her  dream :  '  Twenty  geese  have  I  in  the 
house  that  eat  wheat  out  of  the  water-trough,  and  it  gladdens  me  to 
look  on  them.'  (Odyssey,  xix.  540.)  In  fiie  Egyptians'  '  Garden  of 
Flowars '  the  northern  mercenaries  may  have  seen  the  strange  tamed 
beasts,  and  have  undergone  (as  some  romances  in  the  papyri  show  us) 
the  magic  wiles  of  Circe.  (See  '  Becords  of  the  Past,'  vi.  1 52,  iv.  129 ; 
where  there  are  ancient  Egyptian  stories  in  the  style  of  the  '  Arabian 
Nights.')  If  the  stranger  passed  through  the  temple  precincts  he 
saw  the  walls  covered  with  signs,  which  perhaps  were  deciphered  for 
him.  He  then  listened  to  chants  like  those  which  the  minstrels  of 
his  own  lands  were  soon  to  recite.  There  are  some  curious,  though 
probably  accidental  resemblances,  in  the  style  of  Egyptian  and 
Greek  epic  poetry.  The  similes  are  often  identical.  Thus  the 
slaughtered  Khita,  under  the  walls  of  Kadesh,  are  said  by  the 
Egyptian  poet  to  lie  kicking  in  heaps,  like  fishes  on  the  ground* 
Compare  the  slain  wooers  in  the  Odyssey  (xxii.  384)  :  '  He 
found  all  the  host  of  them  fallen  in  their  blood,  in  the  dust,  like 
fishes  that  the  fiishermen  have  drawn  forth  in  the  net,  into  a 
hollow  of  the  beach,  from  out  of  the  grey  sea  ....  and  the 
sun  shines  forth  and  takes  their  life  away.'  In  the  account  of  the 
battles  with  the  invaders,  the  Egyptian  warriors  *  come  down  like 
lions  of  the  hills,  like  hawks  stooping  upon  birds.'  The  Khita, 
before  Bamses  II.,  are  '  like  the  foals  of  mares,  which  tremble  before 
the  grim  lions.'  But  the  Egyptian  poet  most  closely  resembles 
Homer  when  he  dilates  on  the  valour  and  piety  of  Bamses  II.,  when 
cut  o£f  from  his  army  at  Kadesh.  The  religious  sentiment,  the 
relations  between  Amon  and  Bamses,  are  precisely  like  those  between 
Odysseus  and  Athene.  Bamses,  witii  his  charioteer,  is  alone  in  the 
crowd  of  foes.  Then  he  calls  to  Amon,  as  Aias  calls  to  Zeus,  or 
Odysseus  to  Athene,  reminding  the  god  of  all  the  honours  he  has 
paid  him.  ^  Shall  it  be  for  nothing  that  I  have  dedicated  to  thee 
many  temples,  and  sacrificed  tens  of  thousands  of  oxen  ?  Nay,  I 
find  that  Amon  is  better  to  me  than  millions  of  warriors,  than 

hundreds  of  thousands  of  horses  Amon  heard  my  voice, 

and  came  at  my  cry  (saying),  "  I  am  with  thee,  and  am  more  to  thee 
than  hundreds  of  thousands  of  warriors." '  This  is  like  the  reply  of 
Athene  to  Odjrsseus :  *  And  now  I  will  tell  thee  plainly,  even  though 
fifty  companies  of  men  should  compass  us  about,  and  be  eager  to  slay 
us  in  battle,  their  kine  shouldst  thou  drive  oflF,  and  their  brave  flocks.* 


Digitized  by  Google 


1879]    Egypt  and  the  Pre- Homeric  Greeks.  185 


These  resemblances,  and  many  others,  are,  no  doubt,  the  result 
of  similar  ideas  prevailing  in  societies  not  whoUy  uninfluenced  by 
each  other.  The  point  we  have  tried  to  prove  is,  that  the  Homeric 
civilisation  had  been  influenced  by  occasional  contact  with  Egypt. 
The  pre-Homeric  Greeks  seem  to  have  mixed,  in  their  years  of 
youthful  audacity  and  unsettled  temper,  with  the  most  civilised 
people  of  the  earlier  world,  and  to  have  looked,  with  their  eager  eyes 
and  teachable  minds,  on  the  marvels  of  the  empire  of  Ramses. 
They  were  in  connection,  in  short,  with  the  highly  developed  art  and 
culture  which  the  Phoenicians  spread  from  the  Euphrates  to  Egypt, 
and  through  the  islands  to  the  Hellenic  coasts.  Centuries  of  these 
oriental  influences  gradually  ripened  society  into  the  free  and  flexible 
organisation  which  we  meet  in  the  lays  of  Homer. 

A.  Lang. 


Sonnet 

SUGGESTED  BY  THE  PICTURE  OF  THE  ANNUNCIATION, 
BY  E.  BURNE  JONES, 

Woman,  whose  lot  hath  alway  been  to  bear 

Love's  load  beneath  the  heart,  set  there  to  hold 
It  high,  and  keep  it  resolute  and  bold 

To  clasp  Gbd's  feet,  and  hang  on  to  the  fair 

Wide  skirts  of  light, — thy  sealed  sense  can  spare 
The  open  vision,  thou  being  called  to  fold 
From  time's  mischance,  and  from  the  season's  cold. 

The  wonder  in  thy  breast,  and  nurse  it  there. 

'WTiat  though  thy  travail  hath  been  long  and  sore, 
Love  being  borne  in  so  great  heaviness. 

Through  loss  and  labour,  joy  shall  be  the  more 
Of  love  that  living  shall  the  nations  bless : 

Love  that  shall  set  man's  bounden  spirit  free, 

The  *  holy  thing'  that  still  is  bom  of  thee. 

Emilt  Pfeiffsr. 
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Of  Parting  Company. 

Yon  have  had  yoiu:  breakfast,  and  are  now  sitting  down  at  your 
writing-table  to  b^^  the  forenoon's  work,  when  you  are  sub- 
jected to  a  brief  interruption.  A  little  boy  of  eight  years,  with  a  &t 
and  rosy  £stce,  comes  in ;  and  in  a  loud  voice  exclaims  ^  Good-bye  I '  He 
is  going  to  school,  where  he  must  be  at  ten  o'clock.  According  to 
daUy  wont,  you  hasten  to  the  window,  and  see  the  little  man  set  forth. 
He  issues  from  the  door,  then  looks  round,  and  solemnly  waves  his 
hand.  Then  he  turns  his  face  to  his  own  burden,  which  none  can 
share.  He  has  his  own  world,  a  heavy  enough  world  for  his  little 
strength :  he  must  £EU>e  it,  alone.  No  mortal  can  share  all  his  ex- 
periences. He  is  anxious,  as  you  mark  him  trotting  along  till  he  is 
out  of  sight,  how  he  is  to  get  on  at  school  that  day ;  not  knowing 
(any  more  than  the  distinguished  person  known  as  St.  Paul  did) 
*  how  it  may  go  with  him.'  Possibly  he  has  got  into  some  incon- 
ceivably little  scrape,  about  which  he  would  not  on  any  account  tell 
anybody :  and  he  is  burdened  with  the  fear  that  things  may  never 
come  right  any  more.  Possibly  he  has  had  some  small  difference  with  a 
contemporary ;  and  is  perplexing  himself  how  the  quarrel  is  to  be 
made  up,  or  continued  and  aggravated.  The  lesson  of  the  day  may 
weigh  heavily :  the  difference  between  an  adverb  and  a  preposition 
appearing  beyond  human  comprehension.  You  go  back  to  your  work, — 
which  he  knows  nothing  about ;  and  the  little  man  goes  his  own  way. 

That  is  the  b^^ning.  Ah,  the  b^;inning  was  here,  a  good  while 
earlier.  As  soon  as  an  individual  being  begins  to  consciously  be,  the 
individual  being  b^ns  to  part  company  witii  all  being  besides :  b^piis 
to  go  on  alone.  We  may  try  to  keep  together  in  this  life :  some  of 
us  try  to  do  so,  hard :  but  it  is  vain.  Our  personality  must  needs 
separate  us,  separate  us  widely,  from  every  other  person.  There  are 
points,  points  in  time,  points  in  interest,  at  which  we  seem  to  touch 
others :  we  exchange  thoughts,  and  in  a  measure  each  sees  for  the 
moment  how  the  oUier  feures,  and  feels.  But  in  the  lai^r  part  by  far 
of  the  inward  experience  of  every  day,  we  are  quite  alone.  Hard 
work,  notably,  is  a  very  solitary  thing :  so  is  worry.  And  language, 
after  all,  is  but  a  rude  and  imperfect  instrument  to  convey  the  shades 
of  human  thought  and  feeling. 

But  it  is  not  the  condition  of  our  being  that  is  to  be  the  subject 
of  the  present  dissertation.  We  are  not  going  to  think  of  that,  any 
more  than  we  allow  ourselves  to  think  of  a  good  many  things.  It  is 
moral  cowardice,  doubtless,  not  to  look  things  full  in  the  face  ;  but 
then  most  thoughtfril  folk  are  moral  cowards.  The  writer,  notably. 
Intellectually  and  morally,  a  good  deal  of  one's  time  is  spent  in  looking 
the  other  way :  if  that  may  not  be,  then  in  shutting  the  eyes,  reso- 
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lutdy.  The  topic  of  present  thought  is  the  fashion  in  which, 
£nom  very  near  the  beginning,  circumstances  push  those  apart  who 
would  earnestly  wish  to  keep  together* 

At  this  point  it  is  inevitable  that  something  be  said  as  to  the  sur- 
roundings amid  which  these  lines  are  written.  For  they  are  strange : 
and  the  writer,  like  some  few  of  the  human  beings  he  knows,  among 
unfiuniliar  scenes  is  a  different  person.  Many  days  hence  (if  such 
days  are  given)  this  hour  and  that  prospect  will  come  vividly 
hack;  and  the  lonely  feeling  of  the  place  and  time.  For,  having 
sadly  parted  company  to-day,  after  ten  days  together,  with  a  friend 
whose  &ce  may  not  be  seen  again  for  long,  he  has  come  as  a  solitary 
pilgrim  to  this  beautiful  spot  among  the  green  fields  and  trees  of 
Hertfordshire.  There,  in  full  view,  the  little  red  city  nestles  to-day 
in  the  suddenly  spread  foliage  of  the  thirtieth  of  May.  And  here, 
having  walked  down  the  green  slope,  crossed  the  little  river  Ver, 
and  passed  by  or  through  the  vanished  Verulam  (taking  a  memo- 
rial flintr-stone  from  the  ruined  Roman  wall),  I  stand  in  a  quiet 
lane ;  and  am  amazed  to  find  myself  here.  On  the  opposite  slope, 
across  the  narrow  wooded  valley,  stretches  the  vast  length  of 
the  great  church  of  St.  Albans :  ancient  church  but  new  cathedral. 
The  central  tower  shows  plainly  its  strange  material :  the  Roman 
bricks,  so  thin  that  one  would  rather  call  them  tiles,  which  are 
serving  a  second  use.  From  the  older  dwellings  of  Verulam,  built 
by  Roman  hands,  the  materials  were  taken  ;  carried  across  the  Ver  to 
the  northern  slope :  and  piled  up,  eight  hundred  years  since,  into 
that  severe,  but  magnificent  structure,  second  in  length  among 
mediaeval  churches  that  abide :  Winchester,  which  is  first,  trans- 
cending, with  its  555  feet  and  8  inches,  St.  Albans  by  just  seven  feet. 
The  flat  tiles  were  leisurely  laid :  the  walls  all  round  rose  but  seven 
feet  in  each  year  of  the  time  of  building:  the  superabundant 
mortar  had  time  to  harden  before  it  was  severely  compressed :  and 
the  upshot  was  that  in  the  walls  of  the  nave  it  is  calculated  there  is 
as  much  mortar  as  there  is  of  tiles.  But  mortar,  even  of  the  faith- 
foUy-working  middle  ages,  is  not  as  stone :  not  even  as  Roman  tiles, 
second-hand:  and  that  wall  which  stretches  its  inordinate  length 
away  to  the  left  of  that  red  tower,  striated  with  horizontal  lines, 
was  till  lately  two  feet  off  the  perpendicular.  But  the  strength  and 
skill  of  the  nineteenth  century  pulled  it  right;  and  these  great 
buttrediBes  will  doubtless  hold  it  right  for  some  centuries  to  come. 
Over  the  great  church  and  the  red  city  stretches,  this  afternoon,  the 
bine  sky,  with  many  fleecy  clouds  slowly  drifting  towards  the 
north-west:  for  (though  you  would  not  think  it)  there  is  an 
easterly  wind.  The  trees  wear  their  first  wonderfiil  green:  the 
leaves,  delaying  long,  have  come  quickly  at  last ;  and  the  apple-trees 
are  glorified  with  blossoms.  And  so  here  they  are  in  actual  presence : 
Verulam,  and  St.  Albans,  and  the  grand  abbey  church :  all  set  in 
the  greenest  of  verdure,  all  spread  under  the  bluest  of  May  skies. 
One  has  thought  of  Bacon,  to  whom  popular  consent  has  given  a 
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title  which  never  came  from  the  recognised  source  of  such  distinction : 
What  is  the  use  of  talking  of  Lord  Verulam,  and  informing  your 
fellow-creatures  that  never  on  this  earth  there  lived  such  a  man  as 
Lord  Bacon?  You  would  merely  be  set  down  as  a  pedant,  over^ 
accurate :  or  even  as  one  who,  Imowing  extremely  little,  desires  to 
make  parade  of  the  little  you  know.  One  has  thought,  too,  of 
Dickens  and  Bleak.  House :  for  that  quiet  city  is  the  very  place 
which  poor  Jo  named  as  Stolhuna.  Here  dwelt  the  brick-maJters, 
and  to  this  scene,  so  different  in  the  wild  winter  night  and  day,  came 
Lady  Dedlock  on  her  last  awful  walk.  Persons  lacking  in  culture 
inhabit  these  parts  still :  for  of  three  individuals  whom  the  writer 
asked  the  way  to  the  Cathedral,  one  had  never  heard  of  any  such 
thing,  and  the  other  two  directed  him  wrong.  It  is  conceivable, 
indeed,  that  the  English  language,  as  spoken  by  him,  was  not  easily 
understanded  of  English  ears.  The  little  hostelry,  too,  by  the  Ver, 
and  hard  by  a  narrow  stream  quite  covered  with  water-cresses,  bearing 
the  name  of  The  Fighting  Cocks,  preserves  the  memory  of  a  form  of 
diversion  not  much  approved  at  any  season  by  cultured  souls.  But 
with  this  glittering  green  of  the  earth,  and  the  sapphire  sky  above, 
which  seemed  impossible  of  return  through  that  black  and  awful 
winter,  St.  Albans  and  its  environing  fields  and  woods  look  now  the 
ideal  of  peaceful  beauty.  I  knew  the  church  well,  though  it  wag 
seen  but  once  before,  and  then  cursorily  at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles  an 
hour :  but  what  one  wants  now  is  to  drink  in  its  aspect  and  feel  that 
one  is  here.  For  I  am  not  likely  ever  to  be  in  this  place  again ; 
and  far  different  scenes  will  be  around  one  to-morrow. 

All  things  are  strange,  even  to  the  names  above  the  shop-doors. 
You  can  hardly  walk  along  a  street  in  an  English  town  without 
seeing  some  name  you  never  saw  nor  heard  of  before. 

l^e  goes  fast  here.  I  had  three  hours,  but  they  are  nearly  gone. 
Nothing  shall  be  said  of  the  church  on  this  page.  That  may  be 
again.  Through  this  little  gate :  into  this  green  wood  :  by  the  wall 
of  Verulam,  ruined  and  ivy-grown:  over  the  bridge:  past  The 
Figktmg  Cocks :  up  the  green  swell  of  grassy  field  to  ttie  Cathedral : 
by  blossoming  apple-tree  and  great  yew :  so  to  the  Midland  station ; 
and  back  to  ordinary  life  again. 

Some  may  regard  all  this  as  a  digression  from  the  severity  of  the 
argument.    Possibly  they  are  right. 

The  little  boy  of  eight  comes  back  at  one  o'clock,  and  tells  you,  as 
fully  as  he  can,  all  that  has  be&llen  him  since  you  parted*  It  is  but 
the  beginning  of  a  deeper  separation  that  you  have  here.  His 
brothers,  who  are  older,  go  out  for  the  long  day,  and  you  and  they 
have  already  begun  to  go  your  several  ways.  And  further  on,  when 
the  children  are  growing  into  young  men  and  young  women,  even 
though  you  do  all  you  can  to  retain  their  confidence,  and  though  you 
listen  with  unfeigned  interest  to  all  they  tell  you  about  their  interests 
and  companions,  still  their  life  has  in  great  measure  parted  company 
with  yours,  and  you  would  do  no  better  than  weary  them  by  trying  to 
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keep  the  old  way.  You  strive  vainly  with  the  estranging  power  of 
time,  and  with  the  isolation  that  comes  of  being  an  individual  being. 
You  know  mainly  all  your  little  boy  is  thinking  of,  unless  you  be  a 
selfish  brute ;  all  that  he  is  afraid  of  and  anxious  about.  But  the  rifb  soon 
comes,  and  it  will  grow  into  a  wide  separation.  The  young  nature  is 
transparent  at  the  first,  and  you  see  through  it.  But  the  water,  shallow 
and  tomsparent  at  its  rise,  deepens  fast  and  darkens ;  and  you  cannot 
see  through  it  any  more.  Aiid  when  the  sad  and  perplexing  day 
comes,  that  the  hopeful  lad  must  leave  you  for  some  distant  place 
which  you  will  never  see,  you  know  that  though  he  is  sorry  to  leave 
jrou,  he  would  be  still  more  sorry  to  stay  with  you ;  and  you  discover 
that  the  manifest  intention  of  Providence  is,  that  human  beings  should 
each  stand  on  his  own  feet  and  go  each  his  separate  way.  In  earlier 
days  one  could  not  imagine  how  the  ageing  parents  managed  to  live 
at  all,  with  their  children  scattered  over  the  wide  world.  When  a 
man,  returning  from  India,  told  you  it  was  ten  years  since  he  saw  his 
children  last,  you  gazed  at  him  with  wonder,  and  with  a  pity  which  you 
subsequently  discovered  to  have  been  needless.  The  parting  had  been 
bitter  at  the  first,  but  it  is  the  rule  that  people  shall  get  over  things. 
The  facts  are  stated,  truly  and  beautifully,  by  Philip  van  Artevelde : 

Pain  and  grief 
Are  transitoVy  things,  no  less  than  joy : 
And  though  they  leave  \is  not  the  men  we  were, 
Yet  they  do  leave  us. 

But  that  the  trial  is  in  contemplation  rather  than  in  fact,  makes  it 
all  the  sadder  to  look  forward  to.  To  be  told,  when  you  were  a 
little  fellow,  heart-broken  at  going  away  from  home  for  a  year,  that 
when  you  were  grown  up  you  would  not  care  a  bit  though  you  never  saw 
your  brothers  and  sisters  at  all,  would  be  no  comfort  whatsoever.  Just 
the  reverse.  Let  us  be  knocked  on  the  head  at  once,  if  ihxit  be  what 
we  shall  come  to  if  we  live.  There  is  a  pleasant  rural  place,  not 
unknown  to  fame,  where  the  writer  abode  when  he  was  a  little  boy : 
(Hily  green  fields  and  trees,  red  rocks  and  a  little  river.  If  any  mortal 
had  told  him,  in  those  days,  that  the  time  would  come  when  through 
years  he  would  never  see  that  place  and  never  miss  it,  it  would  have 
been  a  sharp  pang.  Now  he  is  in  a  measure  content, though  it  has  been 
visited  just  once  in  the  last  twenty-five  years  :  half  a  lifetime ;  nearly  a 
whole  working  lifetime.  And  there  are  few  things  which  more  infuriate 
one,  than  when  a  hard-headed  mortal  with  no  heart  whatever,  but 
with  a  good  deal  of  worldly  experience,  expresses  his  calm  conviction 
of  the  unreliability  of  human  purposes  and  the  evanescence  of  human 
feeling.  I  have  heard,  long  ago,  a  grim  being,  with  high  cheek-bones 
and  a  frost-bitten  complexion,  speaking  in  that  fearful  tone  which 
indicates  origin  in  Aberdeenshire  and  the  idiosyncrasy  concomitant, 
say  of  a  poor  crushed  creature  whose  young  wife  had  died,  ^  Ah,  don't 
let  him  say  he  won't  marry  a  third.'  Except,  indeed,  attendance 
at  a  Scotch  Chv/rch  Courij  I  know  nothing  more  irritating  than 
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the  like  hard  sayings ;  which  are  all  the  harder  that  they  have 
many  times  proved  to  be  quite  true.  Different  folk,  doubtless, 
are  irritated  in  diflFerent  ways.  The  mention  of  a  name,  with 
unpleasing  remembrances  attaching  to  it,  subjects  the  patience  of 
some  to  a  breaking  strain.  '  For  any  sake,'  said  the  kindliest  of 
duchesses,  addressing  a  man  known  to  the  present  writer,  'don't 
mention  the  name  of  Mr.  Snooks  before  the  Duke :  it  always  makes 
him  swear  horribly!'  As  indeed  it  did.  The  greatest  by  fiax  of 
recent  Scotch  churchmen  told  me  that  he  never  could  read  the  news- 
paper reports  of  tlie  meetings  of  a  certain  ecclesiastical  assembly, 
without  the  like  phenomenon  occurring  in  his  personal  experience  : 
only  that  his  cursory  remarks  were  said  inaudibly,  and  so  gave  no 
offence.  But  when  the  pressure  rises  to  a  certain  height,  it  appears 
needful  that  the  steam  be  blown  off.  And  a  verbal  vent  is  the  one 
which  first  suggests  itself  to  many.  My  friend  Smith  tells  me  that 
there  are  certain  touching  bits  of  verse  which  he  thinks  over,  when 
embittered  by  ecclesiastical  vulgarity  and  dishonesty  (not  to  name 
stupidity),  which  never  fail  to  recall  him  to  his  better  self.  He 
lately  showed  me  certain  verses,  which  have  proved  efficacious  many 
times.  They  bear  the  title  iSiu'  Mb  mother  gaed  awd :  their  writer 
is  imknown,  but  surely  one  of  the  nameless  immortals.  And  they 
tell,  beautifiilly,  how  the  awful  blow  of  a  great  bereavement  did  but 
change  the  strong  man,  but  was  killing  the  little  boy.  Not  everyone, 
however,  would  be  helped  by  means  so  simple.  But  of  their  number, 
thus  soothed  and  helped,  let  my  readers  ever  be. 

My  friend  Smith  told  me  that  on  a  beautiful  autimm  day  he  was 
in  a  great  and  confusing  railway  station  at  the  entrance  of  the  High- 
lands, which  at  that  season  is  for  certain  hours  of  the  day  a  place  of 
unsp«^able  hubbub  and  crowding.  For  whether  you  are  making 
for  Invemess-shire  heather  or  for  Aberdeenshire  birches,  it  is  very 
nearly  inevitable  that  you  pass  through  that  lengthy  and  gusty  shed. 
Stolid  are  the  servants,  and  too  few :  the  piles  of  luggage  and  the 
boxes  of  grouse  are  dreadful.  Though  you  must  needs  wait  there  for 
many  minutes,  the  wise  man  will  not  come  forth  from  his  carriage  if 
it  be  in  any  way  possible  to  abide  in  it.  There,  seated  al(me  in  a 
carriage  which  had  come  from  beside  the  bleak  North  Sea  and  was 
making  for  awful  London,  Smith  found  an  old  gentleman  he  knew. 
One  sees  the  quiet,  sharp,  cynical  fiice :  the  world  knew  well  how 
very  keen  and  trenchant  the  nearest  to  him  in  blood  could  be. 
Smith  talked  with  him  till  the  train  went :  the  thing  which  most 
impressed  him  was  how  entirely  alone  that  old  man  had  come  to  be. 
His  wife  was  dead :  and  his  great  household  of  boys  and  girls  were 
scattered  far  and  wide :  all  grown  up,  each  in  his  own  home  or  hers. 
He  could  not  have  told  you  the  names  of  his  grandchildren :  he  had 
no  idea  earthly  what  sons  or  daughters  were  thinking  of  or  doing  on 
that  day.  One  was  an  eminent  author ;  but  the  old  man  never  read 
his  books.  The  old  man  was  cynically  cheerful :  he  had  quite  parted 
company  with  the  faces  and  the  interests  of  former  years :  he  <Ud  not 
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really  care  a  bit  for  anybody  but.  himself.  He  had  run  about  on  the 
grass  on  summer  morningH  with  the  ilierry  little  boys  and  girls,  forty 
years  ago :  but  that  was  all  gone  by.  The  stem-faced  moustached 
sons,  and  the  clever  worldly  middle-aged  women,  who  were  in  fact 
his  children,  were  not  the  little  boys  and  girls  at  all.  fie  had  no 
children :  they  had  ceased  to  be  such,  unless  in  form  of  law.  The 
rift  that  b^;an  when  the  lad  of  eight  years  came  to  say  good-bye, 
going  to  school,  had  grown  into  a  severance  broader  than  the  broad 
Atlantic.  You  will  be  startled,  some  day,  my  reader,  to  find  yourself 
coming  to  be  as  the  old  gentleman  was :  to  find  yourself  going  about 
quite  cheerfully,  though  your  boys  are  far  away,  though  you  have 
seen  your  wife  die.    You  would  not  have  believed  it,  once. 

But  there  is  more  to  say.  Let  me  address  myself  to  men  and 
women  whose  years  are  approaching  fifty,  and  who  married  early  in 
their  career.  Such  know  a  touching  but  inevitable  form  of  parting 
company.  Let  me  ask  such,  Where  are  the  children  ?  Where  are 
the  little  fairies  that  ran  about  your  home,  these  short  years 
ago?  I  do  not  mean  that  they  are  dead :  not  even  that  they  are 
scattered:  only  that  they  are  changed.  You  always  knew,  even 
&om  the  first,  that  the  charm  of  childhood  must  needs  go :  you 
often  thought  to  yourself,  looking  at  the  little  fiskces  and  listen- 
ing to  the  merry  voices,  that  you  wished  nobody  would  ever 
grow  older.  For  something  would  be  lost,  which  not  even  the 
growing  intelligence  of  early  manhood  and  womanhood  would  quite 
repay.  They  are  all  you  could  wish,  your  boys  and  girls:  and 
yon  are  thankful:  I  will  not  suppose  the  occasional  bkck  sheep, 
nor  the  cantankerous  unmanageable  fool ;  for  unless  there  were  some- 
what of  that  same  in  yourself,  it  will  not  be.  But  I  say.  Where  are 
the  children:  the  solemn  eyes  that  scanned  your  face  so  earnestly 
when  some  question  was  put,  touching  the  nature  of  our  being  here, 
whose  answer  only  Grod  knows :  the  little  dog  that  came  in,  bEurking 
as  no  ordinary  d<^  ever  did,  when  you  were  very  busy,  but  whom  you 
ooold  not  possibly  send  away :  the  young  looker-on  into  the  Future 
who  sat  upon  your  knee,  and  eagerly  told  you  many  things  which 
were  pictured  as  sure  to  happen,  which  you  know  now  were  in  fact 
never  to  be  ?  These  are  gone,  utterly  and  for  ever.  If  they  had 
died,  they  would  have  abode  in  memory  the  same  little  beings  for 
ever :  years  would  not  have  changed  them :  and  you  would  have 
cherished  the  firm  belief  that  when  you  foimd  them  again,  where  we 
hope  to  find  everyone,  you  would  find  them  the  very  same,  little 
children  waiting  to  welcome  you  as  of  old.  There  is  no  death  so 
complete,  as  the  death  which  comes  through  continuing  life :  there  is 
nothing  you  lose  so  utterly  as  what  you  keep :  here.  The  little  one 
tiiat  gradually  died  into  the  grown-up  man  or  woman,  is  dead  irre- 
vocably and  for  evermore. 

If  I  had  ever  attached  any  importance  whatever  to  the  argument 
(so-called)  for  a  Future  Life,  which  founds  on  the  transparent  delu- 
flion  that  anything  you  miss  very  much  you  are  sure  to  get  back 

No.  596  (xo.  cm.  X.  s.)  0 


Digitized  by  Google 


192  Of  Parting  Company.  [August 


again,  and  that  anything  you  don't  see  how  you  are  to  do  without 
will  in  fact  be  given  to  you,*  I  confess  I  should  be  frightened  sorely 
by  this  which  has  just  been  said.  For  it  has  never  been  suggested 
that  in  a  better  world  you  will  find  your  friend  more  in  number  than 
one  individual  being :  not  even  that  you  will  be  allowed  to  fix  on 
the  stage  in  your  Mend's  development  at  which  you  would  like  to 
arrest  him  and  keep  him  evermore  the  same.  No  one  supposes  that 
even  there  you  can  have  your  children  as  both  old  and  young :  the 
often-remembered  looks  and  sayings  of  their  earliest  youth  are  gone 
away  eternally.  There  are  many  such  that  sometimes  bring  the 
tears  to  your  eyes :  but  unless  there  came  the  revolution  of  the  great 
Platonic  year,  you  are  always  leaving  them  further  behind  you.  And 
you  must  just  learn  to  do  without  them.  If  these  dear  things  are 
never  to  come  back,  wherefore  any  ?  It  is  quite  manifest  that  the 
fact  that  we  should  be  unutterably  glad  to  have  again  some  prized 
thing  departed,  is  no  warrant  earthly  that  it  is  to  return. 

It  touches  one  to  see  even  very  homely  manifestations  of  the 
fashion  in  which  men  manage  to  live,  who  have  parted  company 
with  most  people  and  most  things  they  valued.  In  these  hard  and 
dry  days,  much  is  made  of  sober  satisfactions.  '  I  like  to  see  any- 
thing right:  it  lightens  the  mind,  Doctor.'  Such  were  the  very 
words  once  said  to  my  friend  Smith.  There  was  the  sad  worn  old 
face:  the  speaker's  wife  was  long  dead,  and  his  children  mostly 
scattered :  the  frailties  of  age  were  gathering  fast :  in  fact,  he  was 
pretty  well  broken-hearted.  To  see  little  things  about  his  house  and 
his  garden  right  was  the  only  enjoyment  that  renwiined.  And  that 
was  hardly  enjoyment :  it  did  but  lift  the  burden  a  little.  *  It  lightens 
the  mind.'  And  the  statement  was  made  in  a  quiet  sorrowftil  voice. 
This  is  certainly  better  than  the  kind  of  satisfaction  which  I  once 
heard  sketched  in  a  coarse  speech  by  a  coarse  soul.  '  Their  only 
enjoyment,'  said  the  blatant  vulgarian,  *  is  getting  drunk,  and  going 
to  the  Devil  in  other  ways.'  *  Going  to  the  Devil '  is  a  euphemism  : 
the  phrase  actually  used  was  coarser.  But  to  partake  of  this  range  of 
gratification,  even  to  a  large  measure,  that  sorry  being  declared  was 
not  so  bad  as  to  sign  certain  testing  articles  in  a  different  sense  from 
that  in  which  the  sorry  being  did  himself  understand  them.  It  was 
a  sober  satisfaction  to  the  writer  that  no  mortal  with  a  soul  above 
contempt  minded  in  the  least  what  that  being  said. 

There  are  few  things  more  touching  to  one  with  some  little  dis- 
cernment, than  the  fashion  in  which  many  human  beings  try  to 
smile  at  grave  facts.  *  Were  not  my  heart  light,  I  wad  die,'  wrote 
Lady  Grizel  BaiUie ;  and  said  the  broken-spirited  Robert  Bums :  there 
is  no  heavier  heart  than  the  one  which  affects  that  imreal  lightness. 
It  is  as  when  poor  Anne  Boleyn  the  evening  before  her  execution 
jested  about  her  little  neck.  Even  so,  one  has  seen  those  who  tried 
to  talk  cheerfully,  not  to  say  comically,  about  the  great  wrench  of 
parting.  One  of  the  most  successfril  attempts  to  put  such  a  thing 
amusingly  may  be  found  in  one  of  the  earlier  stories  of  Mr.  Anthony 
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TroUope.  He  relates  how  a  kind-hearted  but  philosophic  Frenchman, 
aware  of  the  necessity  of  submission  to  the  inevitable,  and  desirous  to 
express  his  sorrow  and  his  submission  at  once  to  certain  friends  whose 
departure  was  imminent,  devised  the  following  line  of  idiomatic 
Ei^Iish  to  convey  his  mingled  feelings : — 

Are  you  go  1   Is  you  gone  1   And  1 1^  %    Verra  veil ! 

You  may  try,  kindly  reader,  the  next  time  the  necessity  occurs, 
whether  that  kind  of  thing  will  much  help  you.  When  the  railway 
train  is  sweeping  you  away  in  one  direction,  and  the  great  steamship 
bearing  your  brother  in  the  other,  who  parted  two  hours  since  and 
may  not  meet  any  more  in  this  world,  you  may  lean  back  and  close 
your  eyes  and  think  of  the  poor  Frenchman's  pathetic  line,  and  aim 
at  his  judicious  resignation.  Yerra  vM  1  I  fear  you  will  find  the 
thing  will  not  do.  Like  many  other  helps  here  provided^  it  may 
look  like  something  real  in  days  when  it  is  not  wanted,  but  it  will 
coDapee  into  utter  emptiness  when  it  is  needed.  A  document  which 
is  possibly  the  earliest  written  that  survives  makes  mention  of  miser- 
able comfortera.  And  the  latest  experience  of  human  hearts  is  not 
unlikely  to  resemble  the  first  recorded. 

A  homely  expression  of  solemn  facts  does  not  make  them  less 
solemn :  rather  more.  When  it  comes  home  to  one's  self,  we  cannot 
bear  anything  high-flown.  The  simplest  words  are  the  only  ones 
that  seem  real.  An  anxious  wife  said  to  her  husband,  who  had  been 
ill  for  a  very  few  days,  and  who  (speaking  as  one  with  special  know- 
ledge) had  conveyed  that  the  danger  was  greater  than  she  thought, 
*But  you  don't  mean  that  you  may  have  to  leave  me?'  There 
was  a  moment's  pause  :  and  the  answer  came,  ^  It's  on  the  cards.'  It 
was  more.  It  was  to  be,  and  that  very  soon.  You  cannot  allow 
yourself  to  say  out  what  you  are  thinking  and  feeling.  A  little  since, 
I  saw  two  lads,  each  of  twenty-one,  who  had  been  more  than  brothers 
since  each  was  five  years  old,  part  for  at  least  many  years.  '  Good-bye, 
old  fellow,'  were  the  last  words.  They  could  not  begin  to  talk  senti- 
mentally in  the  bustle  of  the  railway  station,  when  the  finest  train 
which  runs  in  this  world  was  about  to  go.  And  I  knew  well  that 
they  had  not  done  it  at  all.  It  was  when  Mr.  Crummies  was  parting 
from  Nicholas  Nickleby,  caring  very  little  about  it,  that  he  strained 
the  recalcitrant  Nicholas  to  his  heart,  on  the  street,  as  the  coach  was 
starting,  and  exclaimed,  '  Farewell,  my  noble,  my  lion-hearted  boy  1 ' 
But  when,  afterwards,  the  parting  came  which  was  indeed  a  trial, 
things  were  changed.  *  Not  a  jot  of  his  theatrical  manner  remained : 
he  put  out  his  hand  with  an  air  which,  if  ^he  could  have  summoned  it 
at  will,  would  have  made  him  the  best  actor  of  his  day  in  homely 
parts.'  We  remember,  vividly,  the  time  and  place  of  parting :  but 
we  make  no  use  of  the  word  '  Farewell,'  and  we  speak  of  these  things 
to  no  one.  Happily,  we  do  not  take  in  that  the  one  who  goes  is  to 
be  80  long  away  :  that  a  year  will  go  over,  and  another  year:  and  the 
bright  face  will  never  be  seen,  the  familiar  step  never  heard,  the 
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pleasant  presence  gone  out  of  our  daily  life,  and  from  the  dwelling 
and  the  ways  we  toaow.  Yet  you  will  understand  something  of  the 
meaning  of  the  lines  which  say, '  Twas  strange  that  such  a  little  thing 
Should  leave  a  blank  so  large,'  or,  as  the  man  said  in  TJndt  TiynVa 
Cabin  when  Eva  died, '  The  world  is  as  empty  as  an  egg-shell.' 

The  separation  is  wide  which  is  made  by  culture.    One  sees  it, 
whe^  the  toiling  father  and  mother  have  pinched  themselves  for  years 
to  send  their  boy  to  a  Scotch  University,  thinking  to  make  him  a 
gentleman:  but  not  realising  the  estrangement  which  is  sure  to 
follow  the  success  of  their  toils  and  schemes.    There  need  be  no 
severance  in  aflfection :  but  the  highly-educated  lad  with  his  d^^ree 
in  honours  has  found  access  into  a  world  of  thought  which  to  the 
cottager  and  his  thrifty  wife  is  not  at  all.    Just  yesterday,  I  received 
a  letter  from  an  unknown  Mend  in  British  Columbia,  telling  how, 
some  fifty  years  ago,  he  and  a  Uttle  brother  were  sent  from  Perth  to 
Glasgow  by  the  coach.    The  sixty  miles  take  two  hours  now,  but 
then  it  waa  a  long  journey.   The  guard  of  the  stage  coach  was  a 
swart,  broad«faced,  ruddy  man:  he  was  kind  to  the  two  boys,  and 
told  them  that  he  had  a  laddie  of  his  ain,  who  was  a  gude  scholar. 
The  guard's  language  was  a  very  moderate  expression  of  the  £blcU 
For  his  son  was  James  Halley,  who  was  out  of  sight  the  best  scholar 
of  his  time  in  the  University  of  Glasgow :  a  pale,  freckled,  gentle 
lad,  whose  mother  eked  out  the  good  guard's  income  by  keeping  a 
little  shop  in  the  High  Street,  hard  by  the  College  where  her  son 
was  facile  princepa.    One  sees  the  decent  trustworthy  guard  going* 
out  for  his  long  day's  journey,  in  all  kinds  of  weather :  hdping- 
luggage  up  and  down :  saying  a  cheering  word  to  lonely  boy  travellers : 
sitting  with  the  honest  sensible  Scotch  fsuie  screwed  up  in  the  north 
wind :  and  the  pale  student  lad  going  into  his  classes,  and  toiling  in 
his  little  room  at  home :  the  most  lovable  of  sons  as  well  as  the 
most  brilliant  of  scholars :  writing  Greek  Iambics  as  one  man  in  a 
generation  does :  living  in  a  world  of  thought  unknown  on  the  Perth 
coach  or  in  the  little  shop  in  the  High  Street.  One  pictures  the  guard 
coming  home  in  the  winter  evening,  and  asking  how  Jamie  (so  they 
called  him)  had  got  through  the  day :  and  Jamie  telling  Mm  how 
grandly  Sir  Daniel  had  read  a  bit  of  iEsohylus  that  afternoon : 
iikewise  that  there  had  been  no  miafortv/nea.    In  such  words  was 
a  little  boy  known  to  the  writer  wont  to  relate  that  no  punishment  had 
befallen  him  at  school.  And  some  analogous  expression  would  convey 
to  the  proud  old  Halley  that  Jamie's  Greek  verses  for  that  day 
had  not  been  surpassed  or  equalled  by  those  of  any  other.  Still, 
here  parents  and  child  were  not  so  far  asimder.    It  was  not  as  when 
the  old  working  man  John  McLiver  went  on  earning  his  eighteen- 
pence  a  day  when  his  son  was  F.M.  Lord  Clyde.    The  Field  Marshal 
bought  his  &ther  a  cottage,  and  sent  him  an  occasional  bank-note 
through  the  parish  minister :  but  he  did  not  come  to  see  him.  It 
was  nobody's  &ult :  but  it  was  sad  all  the  same. 

Thus  m  part  company.  A.  K.  H.  B. 
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OUR  morbid  and  introspective  nineteenth  century  may  be  said  to  have 
applied  in  a  peculiar  mode  the  Greek  maxim  rv&0i  ceavriv. 
Poets  and  romancers  are  subjective  enough  to  make  us  tremble  when 
we  remember  that  Croethe  stigmatised  such  a  tendency  in  an  epoch  as  a 
sure  evidence  of  retrogression.  Fortunately  there  are  compensatory 
signs  on  which  we  have  not  space  to  dwell,  that  make  the  hand-to- 
hand  struggle  for  pre-eminence  now  being  carried  on  between  idealism 
and  materialism  less  depressing  than  it  would  otherwise  be.  That  such 
a  time  should  stamp  its  impress  upon  its  writers  is  inevitable.  Some 
incline  to  one  side,  some  to  another;  it  is  rare  to  find  an  author,  like 
the  one  of  whom  we  propose  to  treat,  who  tries  to  combine  both  in  a 
truly  philosophical  spirit.  This  very  remarkable  man  is  a  Gallician, 
Sacher-Masoch,  whose  craving  to  anatomise  and  systematise  all  social 
questions  is  characteristic  of  the  age.  A  robust  and  original  genius 
worthy  of  attention,  the  study  of  his  works  is  more  than  a  pastime ; 
tiiey  bring  us  face  to  fieuse  with  some  of  the  hardest  social  perplexities. 
But  here  at  the  outset  we  meet  with  a  check.  Sacher-Masoch  is  a 
voluminous  writer ;  the  mere  enumeration  of  his  works  would  fill  our 
page.  But  are  all  these  of  value  ?  Truth  obliges  us  to  say  not  only 
thattheyarenot,butthatthegreaterportionareBofiiir  beneatib  criticism 
that  they  can  only  range  with  the  lowest  type  of  inane,  and  frivolous 
French  romance :  French  romance,  moreover,  vulgarised  by  the  less 
raffi/n£  because  more  honest  German  tongue.  It  is  a  disputed  point 
how  far  we  may  identify  authors  with  their  works.  But  we  are  not 
often  confronted  with  the  difficulty  of  identifying  authors  with  them- 
selves. As  a  rule  the  excuse  for  inferior  work  is  immaturity  or 
deterioration.  Here  is  an  author  who  writes  good  and  bad  pell-mell. 
Seeing  what  he  has  achieved,  what  he  can  do,  we  earnestly  bid  him 
beware.  Even  the  godlike  Goethe  did  not  fritter  his  powers  with 
impunity  upon  vera  d^ocoaaion  and  courtly  mummeries.  How  much 
less  then  can  a  mere  mortal  afford  to  squander  his  gifts  on  ephemera  I 
Economy  of  force  is  as  needful  in  literature  as  in  physics.  An  author 
who  forgets  this  is  guilty  of  high-treason  to  himself,  to  his  art,  to  the 
world.  Neither  has  Sacher-Masoch  the  too  common  excuse— the  need 
to  keep  the  grass  growing  and  save  the  steed  from  starving. 

Leopold  Ritter  von  Sacher-Masoch  was  bom  at  Lemberg  in  Gtdlicia, 
January  27th,  1836.  His  family  are  of  Spanish  origin,  and  can  trace 
their  genealogy  back  to  the  middle  ages.  The  grandfather  Sacher 
came  to  Gallicia  as  governor  when  the  dismemberment  of  Poland  gave 
this  country  to  Austria.  His  son  Leopold  was  made  chief  of  the  Gallician 
police.    During  the  insurrections  of  1 837, 1 846,  and  1 848  he  displayed 
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great  administrative  ability  and  tact  in  dealing  with  difficult  problems, 
and  gained  the  esteem  of  both  the  nobles  and  the  peasantiy.  After 
his  marriage  with  the  last  descen4ant  of  an  ancient  Slav  family,  he 
assumed  his  wife's  name  of  Masoch.  Our  author  is  the  ofifspring  of 
this  marriage.  His  childhood  was  passed  between  Lemberg  and  its 
neighbourhood.  In  winter  the  family  lived  in  the  government  resi- 
dence, a  sad  dwelling  in  those  troublous  times.  Every  day  imder  the 
windows  flogging  was  administered.  The  boy  was  early  familiar 
with  spies,  criminals,  and  vagabonds ;  with  smug,  self-satisfied  bureau- 
crats ;  with  Austrian  maladministration ;  with  Polish  nobles,  turbulent 
and  squalid :  in  short,  with  all  that  strangely  mingled,.seething,  semi- 
barbaric  phase  of  human  endeavour  enacted  in  this  far-away  comer  of 
Eastern  Europe  Indoors  his  nurse,  a  Little-Russian  peasant,  inflamed 
his  imagination  and  his  love  of  the  marvellous  by  her  vivid  and  im- 
passioned recitation  of  folk-songs  and  legends.  From  her  he  learned 
the  history  of  the  brigand  Dobosch,  of  the  Woywode  Potocki,  of  the 
beautiful  Esterka,  the  Jewish  Pompadour  of  Poland,  of  the  imhappy 
Barbara  Badziwill ;  and  thus  from  his  cradle  imbibed  all  the  aspirations, 
the  melancholy,  and  the  poetry  of  the  Slavs.  In  summer  the  family 
removed  to  a  rambling  country-house,  half  farm,  half  mansion,  such 
as  Sacher-Masoch  has  frequently  described.  Here  he  learned  to  fish 
and  hunt,  to  climb  the  mountains,  to  yearn  for  a  borderer's  life,  and 
mingling  with  the  country  folk  gleaned  their  weal  and  woe,  and  listened 
for  hours  to  their  narratives  of  adventures.  And  the  Little-fiussian  is 
a  good  storyteller,  and  Sacher-Masoch  has  a  good  memory.  He  was 
only  ten  when  the  insurrections  of  1846  occurred;  but  the  terrible 
scenes  he  witnessed  burned  themselves  into  his  brain,  and  he  has  never 
forgotten  when  the  carts  entered  Lemberg  bearing  the  dead  and 
wounded  insurgents.  The  blood  flowed  from  under  the  straw,  and  the 
himgry  dogs  licked  it  ravenously.  And  this  was  only  one  of  many 
ghastly  scenes.  His  education  was  conducted  first  at  Lemberg,  then 
at  Prague  and  Gratz,  where  he  distinguished  himself  in  modem 
subjects.  The  classics  did  not  attract  him,  and  it  is  to  the  lack  of 
discipline  and  harmonious  proportion  which  their  study  promotes 
that  his  chief  literary  faults  may  be  ascribed.  His  own  account  of 
his  University  years  is,  ^I  drank  much  beer  and  fought  many  duels.' 
That  he  did  something  besides  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
nominated  Professor  of  History  at  Gratz.  Till  this  period  he  had  not 
shown  any  extraordinary  vocation  for  literature.  Accident  revealed 
his  powers.  One  evening,  when  he  had  narrated  his  reminiscences 
of  1846,  a  lady  said  to  him,  ^  Write  that ;  it  would  make  a  splendid 
romance.'  He  obeyed,  and  produced  '  Count  Donski.'  It  deals  with 
that  curious  rising  of  the  Polish  nobles,  who  were  deluded  into  think- 
ing that  tlie  peasantry  they  had  so  cruelly  oppressed  would  side  with 
them  for  Poland.  We  see  the  Poles  earnest  amid  their  frivolity,  the 
ladies  vivacious  and  enthusiastic,  the  peasants  politically  dazed  but 
instinctively  conscious  that  these,  and  not  the  Austrians,  are  their 
bitterest  foes,  and  replying  to  the  cry,  *Hail  Poland!'  to  their  masten^ 
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constemaiioii,  with  ^  Hail  the  Emperor  I '  It  was  a  vigorous  piece  of 
descriptive  work — ^broad  in  outline,  but  not  leaving  out  of  regard  the 
finer  lights  and  shades  that  personal  knowledge  alone  can  bestow. 
Writing  this  romance  awoke  Sacher-Masoch's  nostalgia.  He  returned 
to  Grallicia,  spent  two  months  among  the  peasantry,  and  then  wrote 
*The  Emissary,'  a  tale  dealing  with  the  abortive  rising  of  1848. 
We  are  again  introduced  into  the  midst  of  the  Polish  nobles,  and  learn 
how  conspiracies  are  for  them  what  private  theatricals  and  rubbers 
of  whist  are  for  us,  namely,  diversions.  They  are  presented  in  all 
^eir  pride,  their  fascination  of  manner,  their  superficial  culture,  their 
sensuality,  justifying  the  Gallician  proverb  concerning  them :  *The 
Fatherland  upon  their  tongue  and  deceit  in  their  heart.'  Let  those 
who  still  cherish  sentimental  longings  for  the  resuscitation  of  Poland 
read  these  pages,  and  they  will  understand  why  '  Finis  PolonisB '  was 
inevitable.  Behind  their  time,  believing,  as  in  inspiration,  in  the 
superiority  of  the  noble  over  the  lowly  bom,  they  trod  under  foot  every 
sentiment  of  duty  and  humanity  to  their  subordinates,  imtil  even 
these  patient  worms  turned,  and  recognised  that  in  Austria  lay  their 
hopes  of  deliverance  firom  worse  than  Egyptian  bondage. 

The  characters,  like  all  Sacher-Masoch's  creations,  are  presented 
with  keen  dramatic  touches :  they  exist,  they  are  no  shadows ;  they 
are  muscular,  they  breathe.  The  energy  of  their  passions  is  infectious ; 
while  the  gentler  sides  of  life,  though  lightly  indicated,  are  not 
wholly  absent.  Here,  as  before,  Sacher-Masoch  was  in  his  true  vein. 
But  his  next  literary  venture  was  a  /otto;  j^oa,  and  signalised  his 
departure  for  some  time  firom  his  proper  sphere.  Abandoning  these 
SQiiall  genre  pictures,  he  launched  forth  into  the  historical  romance, 
that  most  tedious  and  mechanical  form,  which  requires  the  genius  of  a 
Walter  Scott  to  give  it  vitality.  In  1868  he  published  his  'Last 
King  of  the  Magyars,'  dealing  with  Louis  II. — a  faithful  reflection  of 
Hungarian  manners,  but  lei^^y  and  inartistic.  Indications  were 
not  lacking  in  ^The  Emissary '  of  faults  that  became  emphasised  here, 
and  are  among  the  gravest  of  Sacher-Masoch's  failings — a  want  of  good 
taste  and  reticence,  an  ofTensive  realism,  an  inclination  to  deal  with 
the  passions  in  the  mode  defined  by  Plato  as  a  wild  beast  appetite. 
His  phantasy  is  luxuriant,  and  inclines  to  the  cruelly  voluptuous. 
The  glaring,  harsh,  and  bizarre  preponderate.  Though  this  intoxica- 
tion of  phantasy  well  accords  with  the  romanticism  of  the  Magyar 
world,  and  thus  lends  a  reality  to  his  pictures,  it  offends  our  sesthetic 
perceptions  to  have  the  lower  side  of  human  nature  so  constantly 
forced  upon  our  notice — ^forced,  too,  with  no  sense  in  the  author  of  its 
d^rading  character.  His  tales  from  ^  Bussian  Court  Life,'  treating 
of  the  days  of  Catherine  II.,  and  his  ^  Female  Sultan,'  obviously  gave 
this  tendency  fuU  scope.  These  historical  sensational  romances,  like 
all  German  novels  of  this  class,  deal  less  with  ofTences  against  civil 
than  against  moral  laws.  Sacher-Masoch  here  first  develops  the  tjrpe 
of  woman  that  has  an  overpowering  attraction  for  him,  for  she 
reappears  again  and  again — duodecimo  editions  of  Catherine  II.  and 
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Semiramis,  Amazons  who  shoot  and  ride,  whose  love  is  deadly  poison, 
who  intoxicate  their  lover  at  one  moment,  and  lash  him  with  their 
remorseless  knout  at  another;  women  who  embrute  and  enslave 
man,  rather  than  raise  and  ennoble  him;  proud,  beautifdl,  com- 
manding, corrupt ;  fascinating  as  the  snake,  and  equally  dangerous. 
It  is  the  glowing  Oriental  imagination  of  the  Slav,  not  the  calm 
Western  fency  that  meets  us  in  these  pages.  Perhaps  we  should 
view  them  wholly  from  the  former  standpoint  if  the  ground  tone  of 
thought  were  pot  so  Western.  It  is  this  startling  anomaly  that  forms 
one  of  Sacher-Masoch's  chief  attractions.  The  above-named  books 
were  followed  by  many  others,  '  The  Messalinas  of  Vienna,'  '  False 
Ermine,'  *  Theatrical  Stories,'  &c.,  &c.,  of  which  the  titles  sufficiently 
indicate  the  contents.  They  remind  us  of  one  of  Joubert's  delicate 
criticisms,  that  such  novels  *  ont  Pair  d'avoir  4t^  ecrits  dans  un  cafS, 
par  un  joueur  de  dominos,  en  sortant  de  la  comMie.'  And  yet  in 
even  the  flimsiest  of  these  stories  it  is  grievous  to  see  how  much  of 
that  subtle  essence  the  French  name  ^  esprit '  is  carelessly  squandered 
broadcast.  In  *  A  Divorced  Wife '  Sacher-Masoch  has  touched  the 
utmost  limits  of  the  permissible,  a  story  as  offensive  in  its  realism  as 
the  works  of  Zola  and  Flaubert^  and  which  had  some  of  the  same 
success  in  Germany.  It  lacks,  of  course,  the  delicate  feshion  of 
saying  improper  things  that  lends  French  romances  a  pleasant  flavour 
to  jaded  palates,  and  rather  corroborates  Sainte-Beuve's  dictum  that 
*  r^lism  is  the  art  of  saying  improper  things  improperly.'  To  his 
credit  be  it  said,  Sacher-Masoch  never  seems  quite  at  home  in  this 
atmosphere  of  demi-monde ;  he  appears  to  take  to  it  like  a  boy  to  his 
first  cigar,  which  he  finds  nauseous,  but  which  he  thinks  makes  him 
look  a  man.  Neither  is  the  theatre  his  element,  though  he  has  written 
several  plays  performed  in  various  towns  with  some  success. 

Meanwhile  his  views  had  enlarged  and  ripened.  He  had  grown 
more  and  more  Panslavist,^  and  detested  Prussia  increasingly  as  she 
began  to  show  her  power.  Though  he  wrote  in  German,  a  language 
not  native  to  him,  because  he  thus  commanded  a  wider  audience,  he 
grew  to  have  less  and  less  in  common  with  a  people  whom  it  was  his 
delight  to  denounce.  Indeed,  in  this  wise  a  strange  interest  attaches 
to  him  as  a  German  novelist  devoid  of  German  feeling.  He  had 
caught  that  malignant  epidemic,  the  nationality  fever.  He  was 
weary  of  dealing  with  the  coulisae^  weary  of  the  pallid  and  monoto- 
nous life  of  Germany.  He  longed  to  steep  his  brudi  in  those  gorgeous 
Eastern  colours,  to  employ  those  characteristic  piquant  settings  with 
which  his  boyhood  had  familiarised  him.  Accident  once  more  came 
to  his  aid.  A  friend  advised  him  to  return  to  the  prairies  of 
the  Vistula,  the  forests  of  the  Dniester,  to  seek  his  inspirations 


>  The  fend  between  the  Slav  and  the  Teuton  races  is  very  ancient,  and  is  expressed 
in  the  old  saw : — 

« So  lange  die  Welt  ist  die  Welt, 

Der  Slaye  es  nicht  mit  dem  Deutschen  halt.' 
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in  an  miBophifiticated  '  milieu,'  not  in  a  bureaucracy.  He  held  up 
Toorgenieff  to  him,  encouraged  him  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
Gogol  and  Petofi,  to  become  the  poet  of  his  coimtry,  to  celebrate  the 
hunters  of  the  Carpathians  and  the  brigands  of  the  steppes,  the 
beautifiil  women  with  queenly  hearts  beating  imder  their  sheep- 
skin tunics,  and  the  noble  drinkers  who  toasted  their  lady-love  out  of 
her  slipper.  Within  a  fortnight  Sacher-Masoch  had  written  *  The 
Don  Juan  of  Kolomea.'  The  disaster  of  Sadowa  checked  his  course. 
He  interested  himself  in  politics,  foimded  an  Anti-Prussian  news- 
paper, and  became  the  spokesman  of  the  Little-Bussian  £Etction.  It 
is  this  Prussophobia,  by  the  way,  that  has  hastened  Sacher-Masoch 's 
&me,  since  the  ^  Bevue  des  Deux  Mondes,'  glad  to  find  in  the  camp 
of  the  enemy  a  fellow  enemy,  translated  some  of  his  beet  short  tales. 

In  Germany  his  anti-German  tendencies  drew  odium  upon  him, 
80  that  Sacher-Masoch,  whose  failing  is  not  an  excess  of  modesty, 
loudly  boasts  that  he  forms  with  Bismarck  and  Wagner  the  best 
hated  German  trio.  Having  resigned  his  professorship,  he  mitde  the 
tour  of  Europe.    In  Italy  he  was  seized  with  that  bitter  nostalgia 

'  from  which  those  peoples  seem  to  suffer  most  in  whose  countries 
Nature  is  unkind.  He  longed  for  his  barbarous  fetherland,  for  the 
morose  and  gloomy  grandeur  of  the  Carpathians,  the  endless  ocean- 
like plains.    A  pupil  of  Schopenhauer  and  Darwin,  he  craved  to 

I  investigate  life  from  their  basis,  and  where,  he  thought,  could  he 
approach  more  closely  to  the  fountain-head  of  truth  than  among 
Ws  own  people  ?  He  would  be  brought  more  quickly  face  to  face 
with  naked  problems  among  a  race  that  does  not  suffer  &om  the 
enk  incident  to  long  ages  of  civilisation,  where  man  is  yet  the  un- 
sophisticated child  of  Nature.  And  there  came  to  him  the  inspira- 
tion to  adumbrate  the  whole  story  of  human  life  in  one  romantic 

I  prose  epic.  He  has  himself  accepted  the  definition  of  a  'Divina 
Commedia'  in  prose,  accorded  to  it  by  an  enthusiastic  German  critic. 
Of  this,  his  moLgnv/m^  we  will  now  treat  consecutively,  not 
interrupting  our  narrative  to  mention  the  less  worthy  products  that 
still  continued  to  pour  from  his  prolific  pen — ^among  them  a  veri- 
table denunciation  of  the  political,  literary,  and  social  morals  of  Berlin, 
nnder  the  title  « The  Ideals  of  our  Time.'  - 

*  The  L^;acy  of  Cain '  is  the  collective  title  of  Sacher-Masoch's 
great  drama  of  human  life,  upon  which  his  ultimate  fiEtme  will  rest. 
It  is  still  unfortunately  a  torso,  and  though  at  a  hasty  glance  it  is 
not  easy  to  perceive  whither  so  much  force  and  knowledge  are  going 
to  lead  him,  and  though  it  is  certainly  too  early  to  judge  of  the 

I  conclusions  to  be  deduced  from  the  whole,  careful  reading  will  make 
them  clearly  evident.  '  A  novel,'  says  Goethe,  *  is  a  subjective  epic  in 
which  the  author  begs  permission  to  treat  the  world  after  his  own 
fashion.  The  question  only  remains,  has  he  a  fashion;  the  rest 
follows  of  itself.'  Sacher-Masoch  has  a  fashion,  and  therefore  has 
leave  to  be  originaL  The  work  opens  with  a  sombre  prologue 
called  'The  Wanderer.'   The  scene  is  simset  in  a  dense  virgin  forest. 
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The  author  is  traversing  it  after  a  day's  sport.  His  rifle  hangs  over 
his  shoulder,  his  dogs  run  beside  him,  his  gamekeeper  walks  ahead. 
Suddenly  an  eagle  soars  above,  and  the  bkd  is  brought  down  with 
one  shot.  *  Cain,  Cain,'  a  voice  cries  from  out  of  the  thicket  in 
stem  sorrowful  accents  such  as  might  have  greeted  the  ears  ot 
the  first  murderer,  and  a  weird  dishevelled  figure  steps  forth  bearing 
the  dead  bird  in  his  hand.  The  gamekeeper  crosses  himself.  ^  It  is 
a  Wanderer,'  he  says.  Sacher-Masoch  then  recognises  in  his  monitor 
an  adherent  of  that  fantastic  Bussian  sect  who  hold  the  world 
abandoned  to  the  dominion  of  Satan.*  On  this  accoimt  they  fly  into 
the  woods  far  from  the  reign  of  anarchy,  and  lead  an  ascetic  and 
wandering  existence.  He  had  often  heard  of  the  order,  whom  the 
people  regard  with  superstitious  reverence.  '  What  have  you  gained 
by  this,  Cain  ? '  spoke  the  Wanderer  after  a  pause.  *  Is  your  love  of 
murder  gratified  ?  Are  you  sated  vdth  the  blood  of  your  brother  ? ' 
*Is  not  Sie  eagle  a  robber?'  hastily  replied  the  sportsman.  'Does 
he  not  murder  the  smaller  and  weaker  of  his  race  ?  Is  it  not  rather 
a  good  work  to  kill  him  ? '  *  Yes,  he  is  a  murderer ;  he  sheds  blood, 
like  all  who  live ;  but  must  we  therefore  do  the  same  ?  I  do  not  do 
it ;  but  you — ^yes,  yes,  you  also  are  of  the  race  of  Cain ;  I  know  you, 
you  bear  the  brand.'  The  himter  is  abashed ;  he  timidly  asks  for 
enlightenment.  '  Ketum  within  yourself,'  *  says  the  sage  with  warn- 
ing accents ;  *  break  loose  from  the  legacy  of  Cain ;  learn  to  know 
truth,  learn  to  renounce,  learn  to  despise  life  and  love  death.' 

*  How  can  I  follow  truth  when  I  do  not  know  it  ?    Instruct  me.' 

*  I  am  no  saint,'  is  the  reply ;  *  how  can  I  teach  you  truth  ?  but  I  vdll 
tell  you  what  I  know.'  He  then  relates  the  story  of  his  own  life, 
how  he  too  had  been  a  true  son  of  Cain,  and  eaten  of  the  tree  of  life ; 
how  he  had  loved,  and  been  adored,  and  been  deceived ;  how  he  had 
sought  to  live  at  the  expense  of  others,  how  he  had  wrestled  for 
worldly  gain,  how  in  the  greatest  misery  he  yet  dreaded  death. 
But  cognition  came ;  he  saw  the  warfisure  of  all  living  things ;  saw 
life  and  the  world  as  they  are.  And  this  cognition  he  proceeds  to 
detail.  The  first  great  delusion  was  to  think  that  God  in  his  good- 
ness and  wisdom  had  made  this  world  as  good  as  possible,  and  in- 
stituted a  moral  order,  so  that  the  wicked  perish  in  their  attempts 
to  overthrow  the  right.  The  world  is  bad,  imperfect,  life  a  penance. 
Man  is  only  the  most  reasonable,  rapacious,  and  cruel  of  all  brutes. 
Everyone  desires  to  live,  no  matter  how,  at  what  cost ;  Joseph  is  daily 
sold  by  his  brethren ;  the  blood  of  Abel  cries  daily  to  Heaven.  Neither 
is  enjoyment  a  reality.  Love  is  a  delusion ;  we  wake  too  soon  to  the 
humiliating  perception  that  we  are  Nature's  tools.   Peoples  and 


«  The  Btussian  Satan  has  nothing  in  common  with  our  cynical  Western  Devil. 
They  regard  him  as  a  great  personification  of  the  eril  (sensuous)  principle,  as  the 
successor  of  the  Black  God  in  his  opposition  to  the  White  God,  who  according  to  the 
pagan  Slavs  ruled  the  world. 

'  <  Geh  in  Dich,'  an  expression  as  untranslatable  as  (rcavr^r,  of  which  it  is  a 
far  better  equivalent  than  *  Know  thyself.' 
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states  are  only  men  who  combine  together  to  do  injury.  War,  not 
rarely  entered  upon  under  illusive  enthusiasms,  is  nothing  but  the 
struggle  for  existence  on  a  laiger  scale.  Everyone  seeks  to  live 
through  others,  through  murder  and  theft,  and  is  to  live  through 
himself  and  his  work.  Work  alone  frees  us  from  all  misery.  So 
long  as  some  let  others  work  for  them  and  live  in  abundance,  so 
long  as  a  portion  of  mankind  is  enslaved,  there  is  no  peace  on 
earQi.  Death  is  the  deliverance,' the  only  good ;  happiness  exists  only 
in  the  recognition  of  these  truths.  ^  These  six,'  said  the  old  man 
solemnly,  *  Love,  Property,  the  State,  War,  Work,  and  Death,  are  the 
legacy  of  Cain  who  slew  his  brother ;  and  his  brother's  blood  cried 
unto  Heaven,  and  the  Lord  spoke  to  Cain :  Thou  shalt  be  cursed 
upon  the  earth,  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond.'  Thereupon  he  vanished 
as  suddenly  as  he  had  appeared.  The  sportsman  was  left  svnk  in 
contemplation ;  he  began  to  comprehend  existence,  and  that  Idf^  and 
Death  are  not  foes,  antagonists,  but  friends,  who  serve  each  other. 
Life  seemed  to  stand  nakedly  revealed  to  him  and  told  him  how 
nothing  had  beginning  or  end,  but  returned  to  earth  again  and  again 
in  various  forms.  ^  You  cannot  flee  from  life '  she  explains  to  him. 
*  Son  of  Cain,  you  must  live,  you  must  kill,  you  must  kill  to  live, 
and  kill  if  you  would  not  live,  for  only  self-murder  can  release  you.' 
A  shudder  seized  his  frame,  he  hastened  to  the  nearest  village  to  be 
within  sight  and  sound  of  men.  The  distant  lights,  the  peaceful 
aspect  cheered  him ;  he  b^;an  to  ponder  how  mankind  could  extract 
the  best  out  of  this  heavy  curse. 

The  acts  of  this  great  drama  now  follow  in  quick  succession. 
The  first  section  is  devoted  to  *  Love,'  and  we  at  once  recognise  the 
pupil  of  Schopenhauer  who  regards  its  poetry  as  a  mantle  of  delusion 
designed  to  cover  a  stem  reality.  Nature  employs  this  passion  only 
as  a  means  to  her  ends.  But  Sacher-Masoch  is  not  a  thorough-going 
pessimist ;  he  is  no  follower  of  Von  Hartmann's  Philistine  speculations ; 
but,  like  his  master  Schopenhauer,  he  is  a  poet  as  well  as  a  thinker. 
He  does  not  seek  to  paint  the  world  in  its  curse  merely ;  he  does  not 
abandon  it  in  despair ;  his  irony  is  not  corrosive,  and  his  ferocities 
are  only  directed  against  the  cruel  and  bad.  His  pessimism  is 
resigned  idealism;  but  he  has  not  abandoned  the  endeavour  to 
extract  the  best  out  of  the  worst  of  all  possible  worlds.  Not  only 
does  he  promise  that  the  whole  cycle  shall  find  in  the  Epilogue  an 
harmonious  conclusion,  but  each  dissonant  section  shall  close  with  an 
ideal  harmony.  Like  Darwin  he  admits  the  struggle  for  existence, 
but  like  Darwin  he  holds  that  man  need  not  remain  rooted  in  the 
animal  dispositions  natm-al  to  him,  but  can  rise  above  them  and 
nature,  become  master  of  himself,  and  ennoble  himself  physically  and 
intellectually. 

*  The  Don  Juan  of  Kolomea'  is  the  first  story  of  this  series.  Its 
motto  under  cover  of  flippancy  hides  a  sad  submission.  *  Deceive  all, 
not  to  be  deceived  yourself.'  Marriage  is  its  theme.  The  hero  and 
narrator  tells  the  history  of  his  wedded  life  with  caustic  naive 
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humour,  quite  unconscious  of  the  deep  questions  he  is  elucidating. 
The  pedantry  of  the  peasant-watch,  who  hold  that  something  is  not 
in  order  with  their  passports,  has  condemned  Sacher-Masoch  and 
the  Don  Juan  to  pass  a  night  in  a  dirty  Jewish  pothouse  on  the 
frontier  of  the  district  of  Kolomea.*  The  Little-Bussian  is  communis 
cative,  and  the  night  is  passed  in  recitaL  He  has  married  the 
woman  of  his  love ;  they  had  been  bound  together  by  ardent  passion, 
until  the  so-called  '  pledge  of  love,'  the  child,  was  bom.  Its  cries,  its 
continual  demands  upon  the  mother,  drove  the  &ther  to  seek  dis- 
traction elsewhere.  The  mother,  for  a  time,  was  utterly  absorbed  in 
the  child.  Insensibly  the  couple  became  alienated,  though  each  gtill 
loved  the  other  sincerely.  Time  passed;  she  sought  to  rouse  his 
jealousy ;  he  felt  he  had  no  right  to  resent  her  infidelity,  since  he  had 
not  been  faithful  himself.  He  was  the  Don  Juan  of  the  district ;  but 
in  loving  and  deceiving  all  women,  he  cannot  succeed  in  forgetting 
his  own  wife.  He  sighs  after  the  conjugal  happiness  closed  to  him 
for  ever,  and  in  which  he  yet  could  not,  and  never  could,  rest  content. 
Neither  is  to  blame  for  this  estrangement ;  such  a  discord  is  a  neces- 
sary concomitant  of  monogamy,  if  marriage  is  entered  upon  on  the 
common,  unthinking,  purely  sensuous  basis.  The  sexes  deceive  each 
other,  not  because  they  wish  to  do  so,  but  because  they  must.  This 
idea  is  further  developed  in  the  second  story,  *  Der  Capitulant.'  Its 
keynote  is : — 

Love  is  not  love 
Which  alters  when  it  alteration  finds, 
And  tends  with  the  remover  to  remove.' 

Once  more  the  idea  is  developed  in  an  episodic  form.  The  story  is 
told  round  a  watch-fire  on  a  bitter  winter's  night,  with  blinding  snow 
feilling  aroimd.  The  narrator  is  a  superannuated  soldier,  a  peasant, 
who  relates  how  he  loved,  but  was  forsaken  by  a  girl  who,  though 
loving  him,  became  the  mistress,  then  the  wife,  of  the  lord  of  the 
district.  She  was  an  egotist,  proud,  beautiful,  endowed  with  sensuous 
longings  that  only  wealth  could  satisfy.  Did  she  not  act  rightly  ? 
He  cannot  blame  her.  She  only  obeyed  the  instincts  of  her  nature. 
He  too  has  obeyed  his :  he  loves  her  still,  will  love  her  to  the  end. 
Sleigh-bells  resoimd  through  the  frosty  air.  The  watch  are  at  their 
posts,  demanding  *  Passports '  in  a  peremptory  tone.  '  No  matter,* 
says  the  Capitulant,  stepping  forward,  for  he  has  recognised  the  occu- 
pant ;  *  it  is  the  Lady  of  Zevala.  Why  should  she  not  be  happy  ? '  he 
said,  indicating  the  richly  appointed  sledge  fast  vanishing  over  the 
snowy  plain  into  the  darkness.  *  Has  she  not  slaves  and  Cossacks,  the 
great  lords  kiss  her  hand,  and  she  is  clothed  in  lovely  furs.'  In  this 
story  is  embodied  a  most  masterly  picture  of  the  Gallician  plain  in  its 
winter  dress,  the  sun  setting  into  the  snow  and  making  it  bum  like 
fire.    It  is  pervaded  with  *  the  perfume  of  the  steppe,'  and  is  a  piece 


*  These  stories,  with  few  exceptions,  are  all  laid  in  the  town  or  district  of 
Eolomea. 
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of  word-painting  not  easily  surpassed.  It  is  the  plain,,  Sacher- 
Masoch  deems,  that  makes  the  Gallician  so  melancholy ;  itis  bomidless 
and  sad  like  the  ocean,  it  surrowids  mankind  like  eternity,  and  is 
inscrutable  like  Nature.  ^Mondnacht'  (A  Moonlight  Night)  is  'a 
soul^s  tragedy,'  a  &ntastic  tale  steeped  in  a  dreamy  background 
of  moonlight,  that  is  never  suffered  to  slip  from  our  remembrance, 
but  is  brought  before  us  again  and  again  by  subtle  touches.  The 
prevailing  tone  of  morbid  sensibility  suits  its  theme;  we  are  held 
spell-bound,  enchanted ;  we  do  not  read,  we  live  through  this  weird 
scene.  Once  again  Sacher-Masoch  is  connected  with  his  story.  He 
is  returning  from  the  chase.  The  moon  shining  upon  the  boundless 
plain  shows  him  a  white  country  house  surrounded  by  tall  poplars.  As 
he  approaches  he  hears  a  practised  hand  playing  Beethoven's  ^Moon- 
light Sonata.'  It  sounded  as  though  a  wounded  human  soul  was 
dropping  its  tears  upon  the  keys.  After  listening  awhile  he  enters 
and  craves  shelter.  The  Barina^  gracefully  accords  it,  and  leads  him 
into  a  aoZon,  a  bare  whitewashed  room  witb  no  furniture  save  a  card- 
table  and  five  wooden  chairs.  Bound  this  table  sit  the  master  of 
the  house,  a  Polish  noble,  the  village  pope,  and  an  ancient  officer. 
The  party  have  a  seedy  air  that  heightens  the  contrast  between  them 
and  tiie  spiritual- visaged  hostess  who  attracts  the  visitor.  Be&esh- 
ments  are  served,  they  chat  of  Tourgenieff's  last  novel,  of  music,  of 
the  theatre,  the  harvest.  The  players  play  on.  The  moonlight  has 
crept  into  the  room,  it  shines  on  the  Barina's  face ;  she  complains  of 
headache,  and  retires.  A  Cossack  leads  Sacher-Masoch  across  the 
court,  and  shows  him  into  his  monastically  simple  apartment.  For 
a  long  time  he  contemplates  the  moon-bathed  landscape,  the  vista  of 
blooming  plains  and  distant  mountains.  Peasants  were  harvesting 
the  ripe  maize  and  cutting  the  com,  for  the  night  was  fine  and  cool. 
An  was  silent,  only  man  was  awake  in  his  misery,  working  in  the 
sweat  of  his  brow  for  the  miserable,  contemptible  existence  he 
loves  and  despises.  After  he  had  looked  his  fill,  he  slowly  retired  to 
bed.  A  sound  rouses  him  from  slumber.  In  the  open  French  win- 
dow stands  the  Barina,  her  beautiful  limbs  swathed  in  soft  flowing 
lobes,  her  lovely  hair  imloosed,  her  eyes  &st  shut  in  sleep.  She 
greets  him  with  her  hand,  lays  a  finger  upon  her  lip,  steps  in,  and 
kneeling  beside  the  rough  bedstead,  begins  to  weep  bitterly.  ^  Leo- 
pold must  not  think  ill  of  Olga,'  she  said  at  last,  speaking  of  herself 
in  the  third  person,  *  nor  must  he  tell,  not  even  Olga  herself,  or  she 
would  kill  herself  for  shame.'  He  promised.  ^  I  must  tell  him  all,' 
she  went  on, '  he  knows  woman's  nature.  Olga  has  no  sin  on  her  but 
that  she  is  a  woman,  and  that  she  was  educated,  as  a  woman  is,  for 
enjoyment,  not  for  work.  Woman  is  a  creature  by  herself;  she  has 
not  torn  herself  loose  from  nature,  and  is  therefore  so  much  better 
vsA  so  much  worse  than  man.  Love  is  a  luxury  for  man ;  it  is 
woman's  daily  bread.'   She  then  relates  to  him,  still  in  her  sleep. 


*  Nobleman's  wife,  ladj  of  the  manor. 
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and  always  in  the  third  person,  the  story  of  her  life,  prefixing  how 
she  would  have  been  a  good  woman,  with  open  head  and  honest  heart, 
had  her  training  been  directed  into  healthier  grooves.  With  deep 
melancholy  she  describes  her  mental  sufferings,  and  holds  up  her  heart 
to  view  as  though  it  were  an  anatomical  object  in  which  she  has  no 
part  or.  lot.  A  beautiful  woman,  she  married  young  an  indulgent 
husband,  who  loved  her,  but  who  could  not  sacrifice  all  his  time  to 
feed  her  vanity.  She  sought  distraction  in  society,  then  in  conquest ; 
finally  she  subjugated  a  friend  who  had  long  held  aloof.  For  a  year 
they  kept  their  criminal  secret.  When  it  was  revealed,  her  husband 
killed  the  lover  in  a  duel.  She  recoiled  from  him,  and  yet  could  not 
leave  him,  because  she  could  not  bear  to  live  without  love ;  and  he 
still  loves  her,  though  he  suffers.  Then  there  are  the  children ;  the 
force  of  habit.  Her  story  told,  she  glides  away  again  into  the  moon- 
light. Her  last  confession  has  introduced  a  crass  discord  into  the 
poem  of  this  moonlight  night.  A  diabolical  humour  has  triumphed 
in  this  prosaic  truism  which  shows  how  love  is  an  illusion,  a  habit. 
Next  morning  the  Barin  apologises  for  his  wife's  absence  at  break- 
&st.  She  often  suffers  from  migrame  when  the  moon  is  full.  Can 
his  guest  tell  him  of  any  remedy  ?  Some  people  have  suggested 
sour  cucumbers.^  The  concise  and  simple  diction  of  this  ^e  is 
united  to  a  fervour  that  is  almost  rhythmic  in  its  hurry  of  passion. 
The  motto  is  a  phrase  from  the  Sonata  that  plays  a  great  part  in 
the  story,  and  whose  sad  tones  of  yearning  and  resignation  sob 
through  tiie  whole. 

So  far  Sacher-Masoch  has  dealt  with  the  natural  phases  of 
love;  but  he  also  regards  its  irregular  expression  as  a  part  of  the 
legacy  of  Cain;  and  there  follow  two  such  stories.  Undoubtedly 
an  author  who  lays  the  foundation  of  his  work  upon  a  philosophical 
basis  is  justified  in  dealing  with  the  morbid  as  well  as  the  healthy 
emotions  of  mankind.  But  we  have  a  right  to  demand  that  the  limits 
of  the  Beautifrd  be  respected,  that  the  treatment  be  calm.  Its  analy- 
sis must  be  objective,  and  remember  its  relation  to  philosophical  ideas. 
Though  it  loses  nothing  thereby  of  a  voluptuous  impression,  the  air 
of  h<mt  goiU  is  avoided.  In  these  two  stories  Sacher-Masoch  has 
trespassed  against  good  taste.  *  The  New  Plato,'  so  nicknamed  by 
his  brother  oflBcers,  is  an  idealist,  ever  riding,  like  Voltaire's  St.  Denis, 
upon  a  rainbow,  and  seeing  in  woman  a  beautiful  but  malevolent 
creature,  from  whose  sensuous  nature  he  holds  aloof.  The  story  is 
to  illustrate  that  woman  must  captivate  by  means  of  the  senses, 
and  cannot  be  satisfied  with  intellectual  fascination.  An  amorous 
coimtess  wins  the  youth's  love  by  a  masquerade,  and  forfeits  it  when 
her  true  character  is  discovered.  In  '  Venus,'  Sacher-Masoch  analyses 
the  close  relation  that  exists  between  cruelty  and  voluptuousness,  of 
which  the  Caesars  furnish  such  monstrous  illustrations.    To  experience 


•  There  is  a  double  entendrein  the  German  phrase  *saure  Gurken,'  which  suggests 
a  combination  of  *  Dead  Sea  fruit  *  and  *sour  grapes.' 
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pbyrical  enjoyment  when  pmarting  under  the  knont-lashes  of  a  mis- 
tress is  not  given  to  a  Northern  man.  Indeed,  these  Circes — ^who  lite- 
rally trample  the  man  they  love  under  their  feet,  who  subjugate 
unless  they  can  be  subjugated — are  Byzantine  in  their  animalism  and 
cruelty.  The  moral  of  Uiis  nauseous  story  is,  that  as  man  at  present 
educates  woman,  she  is  his  enemy,  and  must  be  his  slave  or  his  despot, 
never  his  companion.  This  she  can  only  become  if  she  is  his  equal 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  in  education,  and  in  labour.  The  last  story 
furnishes  the  final  resolution  to  this  series  of  dissonances,  and  shows 
how  man  can  overcome  the  curse  that  attaches  to  love  in  the  legacy 
of  Gain.  *  Marzella,  or  a  Fairy  Tale  of  Happiness,'  is  founded  on 
Mill's  dictum  that  ^  Unlikeness  may  attract,  but  it  is  likeness  which 
retains.'  In  a  marriage  resting  upon  intellectual  sympathy,  the 
demons  of  sensuality  are  subdued.  The  story  stands  in  sharp  con- 
trast to  the  first,  where  the  child  was  the  obstacle  to  passion ;  here  it  be- 
comes its  gloryand  sanction.  Thus,  in  Sacher-Masoch's  eyes,  the  problem 
is  solved.  Woman,  who  is  the  savage  element  in  our  society,  must  be 
tamed  by  man  and  raised  to  his  intellectual  level.  She  will  then  no 
longer  worship  him  blindly  or  subject  him  to  indignities,  but  stand 
beside  him  as  his  friend  and  equal,  and,  while  serving  Nature's  ends, 
they  will  both  rise  above  her  elemental  promptings.  Man  and  woman 
will  then  no  longer  be  chained  together  by  love,  waging  an  endless 
warfare.  Man  will  carry  on  in  miniature  the  great  work  of  civilisa^ 
tion.  A  second  Prometheus,  he  will  sit  beside  his  sacred  hearth-stone, 
forming  men  and  training  them  to  noble  pursuits.  This  last  story 
unfortunately  has  none  of  the  plastic  power,  the  breathless  interest,  of 
the  previous  five ;  reflexions  preponderate ;  the  author's  Utopia,  like 
that  of  many  other  reformers,  wants  precision  of  outline,  llie  idyll 
of  happiness  is  somewhat  tame. 

*  Property '  is  the  next  item  in  the  curse  of  Cain  investigated  by 
our  author.  He  presents  us  with  an  incisive  sketch  of  the  eternal 
feud  existing  between  rich  and  poor,  and  in  the  end  with  a  possible 
solution.  *  Das  Volksgericht'  (The  Folk  Tribunal)  shows  a  company 
of  fireebooters  &llen  into  the  hands  of  the  village  commune  and  by 
them  stoned  to  -death.  When  the  justices  arrive  from  Kolomea,  all 
the  villagers  profess  ignorance  of  the  incident;  the  elders,  the 
peasants,  even  the  thieves  who  have  escaped,  will  reveal  nothing. 
Such  circumstances  are  fieir  from  uncommon,  and  spring,  thin& 
Sacher-Masoch,  from  a  good  instinct  which  the  Slav  possesses  beyond 
the  Occidentals,  the  instinct  of  self-help.  And  this  instinct  is  further 
illustrated  in  the  story  of  these  robbers,  who  are  far  from  worthless. 
The  hero,  Kyrilla,  has  the  qualities  of  a  fine  man ;  his  bane  has  been 
his  poverty.  He  could  not  marry  a  poor  girl  whom  he  loved  ;  when 
she  was  a  rich  widow  she  spumed  him  as  a  husband,  though  she 
accepted  him  as  a  lover.  It  was  money  that  separated  them,  his 
embittered  revolt  against  money  that  caused  him  to  bum  her  farm ; 
her  love  for  wealth,  stronger  than  her  love  for  him,  that  made  her 
denounce  him  to  the  commime,  and  throw  the  first  stone  to  kill  him. 
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*  There  was  a  time,  a  thousand — what  know  I,  two  thousand  years 
ago— when  mankind  murdered  and  plundered  one  another  like  the 
wild  beasts  do  now.  Then  those  children  of  Cain  who  were  sated 
with  the  blood  of  their  brethren  arranged  among  themselves,  and  gave 
laws.  Since  that  time  those  who  have  property  live  at  the  expense 
of  those  who  have  none.'  Such  is  the  preamble  to  Kyrilla's  '  Credo,' ^ 
uttered  with  impassioned  vehemence.  This  story  is  rich  in  ethno- 
graphical pictures.  Not  to  mention  its  vivid  scenic  descriptions,  it  is 
certain  that  only  in  such  distant  spots,  where  the  blessings  of  social 
order  are  not  yet  recognised,  coiUd  the  struggle  for  existence  and 
property  wage  with  such  fierce  intensity.  We  are  brought  into  con- 
tact with  a  people  among  whom  socdal  questions  are  still  in  the 
initial  state.    Wallenstein's  mordant  saying — 

Sei  im  Besitze  nnd  Du  wohnst  im  Eecht, 
TJnd  heilig  wird's  die  Menge  Dir  bewahren,* 

compresses  the  whole  aspect  of  affairs.  It  is  further  illustrated  in 
a  powerful  study,  *  Der  Hajdamak.'  We  might,  in  our  ignorance, 
mistake  this  man  for  a  robber ;  he  is,  in  truth,  a  philosopher.  He 
claims  that  he  is  no  more  a  robber  than  those  knights  of  old  who 
ranged  the  world  in  quest  of  adventures,  took  the  goods  of  others  in 
feir  fight,  and  were  then  dubbed  knights,  and  honoured  by  kings.  Now- 
adays we  call  them  robbers,  and  if  we  hang  chains  roimd  their  necks 
they  are  of  hemp.  And  yet  these  robbers,  before  the  abolition  of 
serfdom  in  1848,  were  the  only  protectors  of  the  oppressed  peasants, 
whose  lords  tethered  them  to  the  plough,  beat  them  remorselessly  if 
they  dared  to  demur,  rented  their  churches  to  the  Jews  so  that  they 
coidd  not  worship  their  God  without  paying  admission  at  the  doors  ; 
in  short,  subjected  them  to  every  species  of  outrage.  Small  wonder 
that  some  revolted  and  retired  into  the  mountain  festnesses,  burning 
with  hatred  against  the  nobles,  rectifying  with  rude  justice  the 
inequalities  of  wealth,  and  shielding  many  a  peasant  firom  his  master 
by  a  system  of  retribution  as  terrible  as  it  was  deserved.  When  we 
read  how  these  serfs  were  treated,  we  cannot  marvel  that  when  they 
rose  at  last  scenes  of  horror  occurred,  as  when  they  buried  the  nobles 
up  to  their  necks  in  the  groimd,  and  mowed  down  their  proud  heads 
with  the  scythe.  These  Slavs  hold  in  a  n^ve  form  Schopenhauer's 
theory,  that  the  labour  expended  on  an  object  constitutes  the  right 
of  possession.  There  is  no  need  to  bar  doors  against  them ;  they 
would  hold  it  sin  to  touch  others'  money,  clothes,  &c.,  but  would  not 
hesitate  to  cut  wood  in  others'  forests,  shoot  others'  game,  or  pasture 
their  cow  in  others'  fields.  These  things  the  good  God  has  made  for 
all,  and  none  has  an  exclusive  right  to  them.  A  man's  labour  has 
not  made  trees,  grass,  or  beasts  to  grow.    They  also  draw  a  subtle 

'  Heine  places  much  the  same  sentiments  in  the  mouth  of  his  bear,  Atta  TrolL 
8m  Eap.  X. 

*  Be  in  possession  and  thou  hast  the  rights 
And  sacred  will  l^e  many  guard  it  for  thee  I 

WaUeAtUirit  Lager^  act  i.  sc.  ir.  (Coleridge's  tiana.). 
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distinction  between  thieving  and  helping  themselves  in  case  of 
Becessity;  and  to  this  day  it  is  wise  for  owners  of  valuable  silver  and 
jewels  to  pay  a  yearly  tithe  of  immunity  to  the  recognised  thieves  of 
the  district.  Missing  property  will  usually  be  restored  for  a  con- 
sideration. The  people  regard  these  superior  thieves  with  respect, 
and  with  an  \mbounded  belief  in  their  powers  of  redress*  Certainly 
the  Hajdamak  presented  to  us  here  is  an  august  and  guileless  figure, 
and  we  part  from  his  Carpathian  home  with  r^et  to  descend 
among  the  children  of  Cain. 

So  far  the  question  of  property  has  been  treated  in  a  one- 
sided and  violent  manner.  In  ^Hasara  Raba'  we  come  upon 
its  more  complex  side.  It  is  the  story  of  a  poor  Jewish  couple 
and  their  rich  relations,  and  discloses  all  the  sufferings,  struggles, 
and  humiliations,  that  man  can  impose  upon  his  fellow-man.  The 
cnielty  of  fate  is  in  the  end  compensated  by  the  blessings  that 
rest  upon  work;  but  work  was  not  easily  found,  and  meantime 
the  workman  stood  idle  in  the  market-place  passionately  longing  for 
I  hire,  and  every  man's  hand  seemed  against  him.  This  story  is  a 
masterpiece  of  caustic  humour  and  keen  observation.  The  Jews  are 
portrayed  with  an  exact  knowledge  of  their  customs,  their  semi- 
Hebrew  language,  their  Talmudic  lore,  their  subterfuges  and  cunning, 
greater  even  than  that  of  the  Slav — such  as  few  but  Jews  by  birth 
could  paint.  The  couple  whose  bickerings  find  a  vent  in  pitting  say- 
ings of  the  Talmud  and  the  Pentateuch  against  each  other  are  inimit- 
able. *  Ein  Testament '  depicts  the  comic,  tragic,  and  tragi-comic 
consequences  that  ensue  from  the  accumulation  of  wealth  in  an 
uogenerous  hand,  forming  a  psychological  commentary  to  Seneca's 
saying  that  *  the  bitterest  poverty  is  avarice  in  wealth.'  Here,  as  in 
the  previous  novelettes,  the  malediction  attached  to  love  continues  to 
figure  side  by  side  with  that  resting  on  property.  Imperious  Delilahs, 
vampires  with  golden  hair  and  kisses  that  bewitch  a,nd  disarm,  scenes 
of  violence,  carnage  and  terrible  vengeance,  result  from  this  warfare 
of  man  against  circumstances.  Here  a  woman  sells  her  husband  for 
an  annuity  to  the  heroine,  who,  when  she  has  exhausted  all  the  plea- 
sures of  life,  sinks  into  superstition,  and  finally  leaves  her  wealth  to 
herlapdog.  *  Basil  Hymen' is  the  history  of  a  fortuneless  man,  a 
touching  story  told  with  simple  pathos.  A  gentler  Timon,  Hymen's 
reckless  generosity  has  reduced  him  to  poverty.  He  retires  with  his 
wife  and  child  into  the  woods  and  leads  an  idyllic  existence,  until  a 
day  when  misguided  friends  persuade  him  to  return  to  the  world. 
He  strives  to  work,  but  cannot  obtain  employment ;  misfortunes  break 
in  on  him  ;  he  loses  his  home,  his  wife,  his  child.  Utterly  broken,  he 
sinks  into  a  state  of  dreamy  idealism  and  fatalism,  and  conceives  that 
only  he  is  truly  free  who  has  nothing  to  tremble  for,  nothing  to  lose. 
Even  the  clothes  he  wears  are  not  his ;  he  owns  nothing  save  a  trinket 
and  a  worn  baby's  shoe.  Sad  and  sombre  as  the  story  is,  its  conclusions 
are  the  sad  resignation  of  the  Slav,  not  the  fierce  revolt  of  the 
Western  mind.    It  is  this  Oriental  passivity,  this  capacity  for  silent 
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suflfering,  which  Sacher-Masoch  regards  as  an  indication  of  the  Slav's 
leanings  towards  Buddhistic  contemplation. 

In  '  Das  Paradiesam  Dniester'  we  find  Sacher-Masoch's  solution  of 
the  vexed  question  of  property.  Zenon  Mirolawski,  the  carefully  reared, 
only  child  of  a  nobleman,  suddenly  learns  the  misery  endured  by  thepoor, 
and,  like  a  second  Buddha,  quits  his  luxurious  home  to  mix  imknown 
among  the  people,  sharing  their  work  and  privations.    So  doing,  he 
comes  to  know  their  needs ;  he  also  wins  the  heart  of  a  young  countess. 
After  he  has  filfiUed  his  purpose,  he  marries,  and  founds  a  miniature  and 
ideal  State  that  rests  on  labour.    He  hold  that  the  only  true  and  just 
property  is  that  upon  which  a  man  has  bestowed  his  own  labour,  in 
the  sense  of  the  Grreek  proverb,  that  the  gods  blessed  nothing  more 
than  sweat.    His  State  is  a  peaceful  commune  held  together  by 
work  and  regulated  activity,  in  which  everyone  enjoys  according  to 
the  measure  of  his  abilities  and  performances.    These  are  the  postu- 
lates which  Zenon  deduced  during  his  apprenticeship.    The  question 
of  property  is  the  burning  topic  of  the  day ;  it  presses  all  others  into 
the  background ;  and  rightly  so,  because  political  freedom  is  a  taunt 
as  long  as  material  slavery  exists.    Property  must  become  common, 
but  wages  must  be  individual.    He  deems  Socialism  a  noble  error, 
but  Communism  he  regards  as  a  brutal  lie,  which  would  depress 
men  for  ever  to  a  low  standard.    Education  is  to  be  the  business  of 
the  State,  to  whom  all  property  is  returned  at  a  man's  death,  so  that 
his  children  begin  the  world  anew.    This  returned  wealth  is  to  be 
devoted  to  useful  works  and  great  industrial  undertakings,  such  as  the 
cutting  of  the  Suez  Canal,  or"  the  conversion  of  the  Sahara  into  an  inland 
sea.    Christianity,  built  upon  Judaism,  has  become  untenable  through 
the  laws  disclosed  by  modem  science,  and  with  it  our  whole  morality. 
This  must  be  remoulded  to  rest  upon  natural  laws.    We  must  both 
^erve  and  subjugate  Nature.  All  theories,  even  the  best,  foimder  on  the 
attempt  to  change  established  forms.    What  we  require  to  change  is 
human  nature.    Here  Sacher-Masoch  touches  the  key-note  of  his  whole 
series.    He  does  not  desire  with  a  rude  hand  to  shake  the  stability  of 
existing  things.    All  his  stories  point  to  this  end  as  the  true  solution 
of  the  struggle  for  existence.    But  only  the  Slavonic  peoples  can  com- 
pass this  regeneration.    They  are  the  coming  race ;  we  Westerns  are 
exhausted ;  we  are  too  much  steeped  in  egoism  and  aristocratic  notions 
even  to  grasp  the  public  spirit,  the  feeling  for  democracy  and 
equality,  that  is  innate  in  the  Slav.    We  desire  to  be  individual, 
they  to  be  collective,  as  expressed  by  their  proverb,  '  The  Commune 
is  a  great  man.'    '  The  Paradise  on  the  Dniester '  is  an  apotheosis  of 
Panslavism  as  well  as  an  exposition  of  Sacher-Masoch's  politico- 
economical  theories.    In  their  impetuosity,  their  onesidedness,  they 
recall  those  of  Godwin ;  they  bear  an  eighteenth-century  doctrinaire 
character ;  but  they  are  suggestive  and  very  earnest. 

We  anticipate  with  interest  the  publication  of  the  further  sections 
of  the  *  Legacy  of  Cain.'  Meanwhile  Sacher-Masoch  has  published  a 
clever,  attractive,  and  thoroughly  unexceptionable  book,  which  we 
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eaimot  leave  unnoted,  though  we  have  not  space  to  treat  it  in  the 
detail  it  deserves.  In  '  Der  Neue  Hiob '  (The  Modem  Job),  Sacher- 
Masoch  has  toned  down  markedly.  His  political  theories  seem  sud- 
denly to  have  collapsed^  and  he  appears  as  practically  a  conservative 
in  politics,  morality,  and  religion.  '  The  New  Job '  is  a  biography 
rather  than  a  work  of  fiction.  The  hero,  a  Gallician  peasant,  has,  in 
accordance  with  a  Idttle-Bussian  habit,  been  thus  nicknamed,  because, 
like  his  Biblical  prototype,  he  has  patiently  endured  much  imdeserved 
misfortune ;  while  his  latter  end,  like  Job's,  was  more  blessed  than 
the  beginning.  Bora  in  1794,  Pisarenko  suffered  from  the  after- 
vaves  of  the  French  Eevolution  which  swept  over  Austrian  Poland ; 
from  the  first  cholera  epidemic  of  18 17,  and  from  the  insurrections 
of  1846  and  1848 ;  after  which  the  Austrians  were  forced  to  repeal  the 
robot  (villein  socage),  whereupon  the  fortunes  of  the  peasants  mended. 
The  hero  is  a  stem  splendid  character,  of  a  grandeur  and  simplicity 
quite  Homeric.  Around  him  Sacher-Masoch  has  grouped  a  forcible 
picture  of  existence  during  the  earlier  part  of  this  century.  We 
come  to  understand  how  a  capricious  despotism,  an  absolute  con- 
tempt for  all  human  rights  in  comparison  with  the  interests  of  a 
privileged  class,  the  venality  of  all  oflBce-holders,  led  the  down-trodden 
people  to  retaliate  at  last  with  ferocious  vindictiveness.  Many  side- 
lights are  thrown  upon  the  vexed  Eastem  question.  The  little  book 
is  a  remarkable  ethnographical  study,  while  there  is  an  epic  breadth 
about  it  that  raises  it  above  a  naturalistic  standard. 

Though  all  Sacher-Masoch's  best  works  may  be  classed  as  novels 
of  tendency,  this  purpose  is,  with  few  exceptions,  not  obtruded.  His 
excellences,  as  well  as  his  defects,  are  sui  generis,  and  cannot  be 
judged  by  a  conventional  standard.  His  direct  and  uncouth  origi- 
nality of  presentment  gives  a  stamp  of  unconventional  tmth  and 
reality  to  his  pictures  that  stand  forth  in  strong  relief,  and  once  read 
can  never  be  forgotten.  With  a  dashing  pencil,  a  laconic  concentra^ 
tion  of  language,  keen  powers  of  observation,  coupled  with  intimate 
knowledge  of  Grallician  conditions,  he  describes  with  force  and 
strength  scenes  and  persons  curiously  remote  from  the  range  of  our 
ereryday  life.  In  reading  him  we  feel  throughout  that  we  have  come 
in  contact  with  a  mind  of  undoubted  originality,  that  we  have  before 
us  a  novelist  of  no  common  stamp.  But  another  and  equally  in- 
teresting matter  forces  itself  on  oinr  attention.  We  ask  our- 
selves, is  Sacher-Masoch  entitled  to  rank  as  an  exponent  of  Slavonic 
aspirations';  or  is  he  merely  reproducing  Westem  ideas  in  a  new  dress  ? 
We  think  not.  We  think  he  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  the  hiero- 
phant  of  Panslavism ;  and  it  is  this  that  gives  an  enhanced  interest 
to  his  work,  at  a  moment  when  Eastem  Europe  is  attracting  so  much 
public  interest,  clamouring  to  be  admitted  into  the  circle  of  enlight- 
ened nations.  From  Sacher-Masoch's  pages  we  can  leam  the  cha^ 
ncteristics  of  these  peoples,  and  judge  for  ourselves  whether  indeed 
the  future  of  Europe  belongs  to  the  Slavonic  race. 

Helen  Zimmern. 
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Prince  Louis  Napoleon's  Expedition  to  Boulogne, 

August  1840. 

an  original  narrative. 

Fthis  narrative  I  will  refrain  from  commenting  upon  what  has 
already  been  made  public  both  in  England  and  France,  and 
enlarge  upon  such  details  as  seem  to  me  now,  as  they  did  at  the  time, 
so  fer  to  redeem  from  ridicule '  a  daring  adventure  which  rested  on 
more  reasonable  chances  of  success  than  most  people  are  aware  of, 
and  which  was  in  reality  the  starting-point  of  Prince  Louis  Napoleon's 
extraordinary  career. 

I  will  relate  how  it  happened  that  I  was  appointed  by  the  Prince 
to  be  the  principal  actor  in  the  expedition,  how  diflScult  and  dan- 
gerous was  the  task  that  had  to  be  performed  amidst  the  many 
chances  of  detection,  and  finally  the  real  cause  of  the  sudden  and 
unexpected  collapse  of  the  attack  made  on  the  French  territory. 

In  handling  so  delicate  a  subject,  I  will  abstain  from  any  remark 
or  disclosure  which  I  consider  to  be  irrelevant  to  it,  and  as  I  am  pro- 
bably now  the  only  survivor  (at  least  to  my  knowledge)  of  all  those 
who  were  on  board  the  '  Edinburgh  Castle '  on  the  5th  of  August, 
1840, 1  shall  feel  doubly  bound  never  to  swerve  from  the  most  scru- 
pulous historical  accuracy. 

I. 

INTERVIEW  WITH  PBINCE  LOUIS  NAPOLEON. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  describe  the  circumstances  following  the 
Strasburg  affair  (October  1836)  under  which  Prince  Louis  Napoleon 
returned  to  England  in  the  autumn  of  1838,  after  closing  his  mother's 
eyes  at  Arenenberg.  It  ^s  enough  to  say  that  he  left  Switzerland 
voluntarily  after  the  Federal  Government  had  refused  the  imperious 
demand  of  the  French  Government  for  his  expulsion,  rather  than  be 
the  cause  of  an  unequal  struggle  which  would  have  ended  in  useless 
bloodshed. 

I  was  at  that  time  in  Paris,  where  I  had  been  watching  from  the 
very  beginning  the  complications  likely  to  arise  from  the  critical  posi- 
tion of  French  polities  and  the  obvious  instability  of  Louis  Philippe's 
dynasty. 

*  ♦  Une  folle  et  ridicule  aventiire,*  were  Guizot's  words  at  the  time — words, 
however  which  he  afterwards  confesses  in  his  *  Memoirs/  vol.  v.  p.  258,  that  lie 
reeul  *  with  some  embarrassment.* 
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Having  been  summoned  by  the  Prince  to  join  him  in  England,  I 
started  at  once,  and  .found  that  he  had  gone  to  Leamington  (War- 
wickshire) in  order  to  avoid  personal  demonstrations  and  to  ponder 
quietly,  and  in  perfect  rest  of^  mind,  on  what  he  should  do  under  the 
circumstances.    Persigny  was  staying  with  him. 

A  few  months  later  the  Prince  settled  in  London  at  Carlton  House, 
Carlton  Terrace,  where  he  began  writing  the  '  Id^es  Napoleoniennes,' 
This  book  attracted  a  wide  and  unprecedented  attention  to  his 
views  and  aspirations.  Carlton  House  was  the  rendezvous  of  the 
most  ardent  jJartisans  of  his  cause.  Deputies  of  the  Opposition  were 
constantly  coming  from  Paris  to  visit  the  Prince,  and  reporting  what 
tiey  considered  to  be  the  favourable  feeling  of  the  country.  They 
kept  up  his  excitement  and  raised  his  expectations  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  resistance. 

It  was  on  the  isth  of  May,  1840,  that  the  Prince  first  confided 
to  me  his  resolve  to  make  another  attempt  against  the  Government 
of  Louis  Philippe,  then  evidently  declining  in  popularity,  owing  to 
the  adverse  turn  of  affairs  in  Algeria  and  also  in  Egypt.  My  inter- 
view with  the  Prince  was  friendly,  but  not  without  some  ill-humour 
on  his  part. 

'  Does  your  Highness  ask  my  opinion  and  advice  on  the  subject 
mentioned  to  me,  or  am  I  to  consider  your  communication  as  an  order 
to  follow  you  ?  ' 

'  I  never  thought  I  should  meet  with  a  refusal  from  you  whenever 
I  required  your  co-operation.  You  know  my  friendship  for  you,  and 
the  great  interest  I  take  in  the  independence  of  Italy,  your  country, 
far  which  you  fight  by  exposing  your  life  for  me.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  know  your  devotion  to  me,  and  how  willing  you  are  to  do  all  I 
think  conducive  to  our  common  object.  As  far  back  as  183 1,  We 
made  a  compact  between  ourselves  which  I  consider  to  be  binding  on 
both  sides,  namely,  that  you  should  help  me  in  my  projects,  however 
dangerous  they  may  be,  and  that  I  should  fight  for  the  unity  of  Italy 
if  I  ever  became  the  Chief  of  the  French  nation.  From  what  I  have 
said,  you  must  infer  that  I  do  not  doubt  willingness  to  follow  me.  I 
take  it  for  granted.  Doubt  is  out  of  the  question.  It  is  your 
(^nwn,  I  want  to  know  as  regards  the  opportunity,  or  even  the 
advisability,  of  doing  or  not  what  I  meditate.' 

*  I  readily  confess  that  I  never  was  placed  in  a  more  diflScult  posi- 
tion than  I  am  now  in  answering  your  Highness's  question.  You 
may  put  a  wrong  construction  upon  what  I  am  called  upon  to  say, 
if  my  advice  go  against  your  vrfshes.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  I  agree 
^th  your  decision,  and  you  fail  in  the  attempt,  my  responsibility  vnll 
weigh  very  heavy  on  me  as  long  as  I  live.' 

'  Whatever  may  happen  I  hold  you  harmless ;  but  remark,  I  do 
not  say  that  I  will  carry  out  my  projects,  even  if  your  advice  tallied 
with  my  views,  or  that  I  will  abstain  from  it,  if  your  advice 
went  against  my  decision.  Nothing  of  the  kind.  I  simply  ask  your 
impression  on  the  subject.    I  like  to  gather  everyone's  opinions  and  to 
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ponder  on  them  quietly ;  you  may  speak  your  mind  as  freely  as  if  the 
matter  was  of  a  comparatively  trifling  importance.' 

^  As  you  wish  me  to  speak  my  mind  freely  respecting  the  oppor- 
tunity of  renewing  an  attack  on  the  French  Government,  I  wiU  un- 
hesitatingly say,  that  I  consider  it  to  be  against  your  own  interest  to 
attempt  anything  of  the  kind  just  now.  Allow  me,  Prince,  to  give 
you  the  reasons  on  which  I  ground  my  objection.  You  have  written 
the  "  Idees  Napoleoniennes,'*  with  a  view  of  making  your  political 
programme  known  to  the  world  in  general,  and  to  the  IVench  people 
in  particular.  That  there  should  be  no  mistake  between  the  French 
nation  and  yourself  about  the  form  of  Government  you  think  the 
best  for  France,  you  have  boldly  said  Empire  !  Be  it  so.  But  what 
necessity  is  there  for  hurrpng  events  by  violent  means,  when  we  see 
eVery  day,  that  the  Government  of  Louis  Philippe  is  on  the  eve  of  a 
catastrophe,  which  sooner  or  later  will  leave  the  throne  vacant? 
After  the  failure  of  Strasbiurg,  I  dread  the  consequences  of  anotiier 
attempt  on  your  part.  The  dynasty  of  Louis  Philippe  is  in  great 
danger.  The  coimtry  has  enough  of  it ;  it  cannot  last  long.  Mean- 
while let  your  friends  in  France  keep  up  an  agitation  on  your  behalf 
which  will  lose  nothing  of  its  eflBciency  because  eflFected  by  legal  means. 
Let  them  be  ready  to  seize  the  first  opportunity  that  offers  itself, 
for  a  popular  demonstration.  In  a  word,  wait  till  you  are  called  by 
the  voice  of  the  coujitry ;  your  name  will  carry  everything  before  it, 
and  your  character — ^your  principles — your  courage,  well  known  in 
France,  will  do  the  rest.' 

*  Had  my  uncle  followed  a  suggestion  similar  to  yours,  the  18th 
Brumaire,  that  saved  the  coimtry,  would  never  have  taken  place.' 

^  I  beg  to  remark  that  France  is  not  at  present  in  the  same  dis- 
tracted situation  it  was  then.  Whatever  may  be  said  respecting  the 
means  by  which  Louis  Philippe  got  hold  of  the  supreme  power, 
he  had  at  least  the  semblance  of  an  election — not  a  direct  election 
from  the  people,  but  a  plausible  one,  from  th^  representatives 
of  the  country.  If  he  has  been  compelled  on  several  occasions  to  put 
down  insurrections  in  the  streets  of  Paris,  he  has  done  so  with  the 
assent  and  concurrence  of  the  National  Guard.  I  should  not  like  to 
see  you  embarked  in  another  perilous  undertaking  which  would  be 
stamped  a  second  time  with  ridicule,  if  unsuccessful,  or  would  give 
you  a  start,  if  successful,  most  dangerous  to  your  name,  and  fraught 
with  the  most  serious  consequences  for  the  ftiture.' 

The  Prince  was  silent  for  some  little  time.  As  he  was  taking  his 
pocket-book  out  of  a  drawer,  his  valet-de-chambre  came  in  with  a 
bundle  of  letters,  and  told  him  that  General  Montholon  wished  to  see 
him.  The  Prince  left  me,  saying  that  he  would  see  me  again  in  a 
day  or  two. 

My  interview  with  the  Prince  made  me  very  uneasy.  My  personal 
knowledge  of  his  character  and  steadiness  of  purpose  brought  home 
to  me  the  conviction  that  no  amount  of  good  reasons  would  deter 
him  from  doing  what  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to.    Every  day — ^I 
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should  say  every  hour — I  used  to  meet  oflScers  of  rank,  and  deputies, 
who  had  frequent  and  long  interviews  with  the  Prince.  Something 
was  evidently  going  on  in  London,  which  could  not  be  accounted  for 
in  any  other  way  than  by  the  Qoncoction  of  a  plot  intended  to  be 
carried  out  very  shortly. 

I  had  not  to  wait  long  before  my  surmise  became  a  certainty. 
Persigny  called  upon  me  the  day  after  my  interview  with  the 
Prince,  from  whom  he  had  heard  that  I  did  not  consider  the  idea  of 
an  armed  attack  on  the  French  Government  to  be  a  sound  one. 

*  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  you  are  opposed  to  the  project 
of  a  c«mp-cZc-mam,  which  we  have  been  preparing  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  and  brought  to  that  stage  when  success  is  secured.' 

I  assured  Persigny  of  my  devotion  to  the  Prince,  but  explained 
the  difficulties  I  fdt.  At  the  same  time  I  added,  ^  If  the  Prince 
tells  me,  "  In  half  an  hour  I  shall  want  you,"  he  will  find  me  ready 
to  follow  him,  without  any  inquiry  as  to  where  we  go,  or  what  for.. 
I  have  given  my  opinion,  because  he  requested  me  to  do  so  without 
reticence.  I  have  done  what  I  consider  my  first  duty  in  this  emer- 
gency, as  I  will  perform  my  second,  by  being  at  his  side  in  the  hour 
of  dsuDLger  if  he  orders  me  to  do  so.' 

'  You  seem  to  be  imder  the  impression  that  the  Prince  is  going 
to  risk  his  own  life,  and  that  of  his  friends,  without  good  reason.. 
You  are  mistaken.' 

*  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  the  Prince  will  take  good  care 
this  time  to  secure  in  France  a  support,  without  which  he  could 
expect  no  result.  But  this  does  not  lessen  the  gravity  and  inoppor- 
tunity  of  the  undertaking.  You  fancy  the  army  will  rise  to  a  man  in 
favour  of  the  Prince  as  soon  as  he  sets  his  foot  on  the  French 
taritory.  Well !  I  hope  so,  but  I  doubt  it.  You  will  give  rise  to  a 
civil  war,  if  only  a  part  of  the  army  resists  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
rest,' 

*  You  do  not  know  the  French  people  so  well  as  I  do.  They  do 
not  care  for  constitutions,  liberty  of  the  press,  self-government,, 
and  so  forth.  The  Empire  has  left  indestructible  roots  in  the  soil^ 
and  whatever  you  attempt  to  do  without  .the  aid  of  the  magical 
name  "  Empire  "  will  not  last  long.' 

'  I  grieve  to  hear  you  speaking  as  you  do  ;  you  will  find  things 
in  France  quite  different  from  what  you  suppose.  Frenchmen  are  no 
more  what  they  were  in  former  times;  they  are  more  thoughtful, 
more  men  of  business  than  you  imagine.  Under  the  apparent  levity 
which  is  the  distinctive  character  of  the  nation,  there  is  an  imder- 
ground  work  going  on,  which  leads  them  to  a  positivism  rather 
exaggerated.   They  do  not  care  for  glory  as  they  did. 

'  Well,  we  shall  soon  see  who  is  right.  I  think  you  take  a  wrong 
view.'   And  we  parted. 

For  the  last  three  months  the  Prince  had  issued  a  monthly 
political  review,  called  *  L'ld^e  Napoleonienne ; '  several  of  his  friends 
w^  contributors  to  it.    It  was  published  in  London,  where  it  made 
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a  great  stir  owing  to  its  presumed  authorship.  The  text  was  in 
French.  The  number  for  June  contained  a  long  article  written  by  the 
Prince,  on  the  ^  Strength  and  the  Stupendous  Military  Organisation 
of  the  Prussian  Army,'  which  he  strenuously  recommended  should  be 
adopted  at  once  by  France  to  replace  the  present  system,  which  he 
thought  most  defective  and  inefficient  in  the  event  of  an  invasion. 
The  review  was  ordered  to  be  discontinued — there  was  to  be  no  issue 
for  July,  and  we  were  in  June.  Evidently,  said  I  to  myself,  the 
Prince  means  business.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2  ist  of  June,  the 
Prince  called  upon  me,  for  the  purpose  (he  said  jokingly)  of  convert^ 
ing  me  to  his  views. 

*I  have  been  considering  what  you  told  me  a  few  days  ago, 
respecting  my  projects.  You  may  be  right — at  any  rate  I  appreciate 
the  reasons,  for  which  in  my  interest  you  are  opposed  to  them ;  but, 
I  am  too  far  advanced  to  retrace  my  steps ;  besides  several  officers, 
whose  expenses  in  London  I  defray  as  it  behoves  their  rank  and 
position,  I  have  some  forty  more  persons  here,  who  know  nothing 
about  what  they  came  for,  except  that  they  will  have  to  follow  me 
whenever  required.  Everything  is  rapidly  preparing  in  France  to 
back  me  as  soon  as  I  arrive  at  Boulogne,  on  which  point  the  first 
attack  will  be  made.  The  time  has  arrived  for  me  to  provide  the 
means  of  crossing  the  Channel.  Can  you  suggest  any  practical  means 
of  eflFecting  it  ?    I  must  be  ready  for  the  month  of  August.' 

I  then  suggested  the  scheme  of  hiring  a  steamer  as  if  intended 
for  an  excursion.  He  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  putting  horses  on 
board,  and  a  van  heavily  laden,  containing  60  or  70  stand  of  arms, 
swords,  pistols,  regimentals  and  saddles,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
printed  proclamations.  He  also  spoke  of  providing  me  assistance, 
but  I  strongly  declined  any  co-operation  but  what  I  coidd  myself 
secure.  I  had  my  own  alter  ego^  with  whom  I  knew  I  was  safe  in 
attempting  arrangements  as  to  a  steamer,  and  I  promised  to  have  it 
ready  by  the  first  days  of  August. 

Hesitation  was  now  out  of  place.  The  Prince  having  made  up 
his  mind  to  stake  his  all  in  the  enterprise,  it  was  far  better  to  act, 
and  to  act  quickly,  than  to  repeat  arguments  which  had  evidently 
no  power  to  alter  the  tide  of  events. 

The  glory  and  popularity  of  the  first  Empire  seemed  to  be  revived 
at  that  very  moment  in  a  most  extraordinary  way,  by  the  agitation 
which  the  approaching  arrival  of  the  remains  of  the  Emperor  from 
St.  Helena  to  France  had  occasioned  among  all  classes  of  French  society. 
The  demand  addressed  to  the  British  Grovemment  by  the  King  of  the 
French  for  d  grant  which  no  one  expected  would  be  obtained,  was  on 
his  part  a  stroke  of  policy  which  went  against  the  object  he  had  in 
view.  M.  Thiers  was  then  the  Premier  of  the  French  Administration, 
and  to  him  in  particular,  as  the  historian  of  the  Consulate  and  of 
the  Empire,  was  attributed  the  idea  of  strengthening  the  Orleans 
dynasty  by  the  most  popular  and  national  demonstration  he  could 
ever  devise  to  initiate.    The  effect  produced  on  the  French  people  by 
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this  event  was  immense.  The  name  of  Prince  Louis  Napoleon  was 
associated  with  it  by  popular  instinct,  and  helped  to  increase  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  the  country  thrilled  throughout.  Another 
circumstance  was  deemed  propitious  by  the  Prince,  for  still  more 
hastening  the  departure  of  the  expedition :  the  recent  garrisoning  of 
the  principal  towns  in  the  north  and  west  of  France  by  the  very 
same  regiments  that  had  known  the  Prince  at  Strasburg.  Every 
incident,  every  circumstance,  seemed  to  concur  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  what  inflexible  destiny  appeared  to  have  decreed  should  take 
place  again  sooner  or  later.  The  agitation  both  in  London  and 
Paris  was  extraordinary.  The  landing  of  Prince  Louis  Napoleon  on 
the  French  territory  was  freely  and  openly  discussed,  as  if  it  were  a 
natural  thing.  The  only  question  to  which  no  reply  could  be  made 
was,  « ^^Tien  ? ' 


IL 

PRBPAKATIONS  AND  ANXIETIES. 

NuHBBOUS  were  the  French  detectives  in  London  at  that  moment, 
whose  mission  it  was  to  watch  and  report  to  the  French  Ambassador 
every  movement  of  the  Prince  and  of  those  known  to  call  upon  him 
or  to  be  his  acknowledged  partisans. 

The  time  was  running  close  for  chartering  the  required  steamer. 
This  however  was  done  through  my  friend,  in  whose  name  the  charter 
was  drawn  up.  The  *  Edinburgh  Castle,'  one  of  the  boats  belonging  to 
the  Commercial  Steam  Company,  was  the  one  selected  for  the  purpose. 
My  friend  had  many  questions  to  answer  before  he  could  secure  her. 
In  his  application  he  stated  that  she  was  intended  for  a  trip  to 
Hamburg;  that  a  large  party  had  contracted  with  him  for  pro- 
viding everything  on  board  that  was  necessary  for  the  passage,  and 
that  as  he  was  paid  very  liberally  for  it,  he  wanted  to  have  the  boat 
made  comfortable  in  every  respect.  Captain  Crow  was  ordered  to 
follow  strictly  my  friend's  orders  or  mine,  if  he  happened  to  be  on 
shore. 

On  Saturday,  August  i,  the  '  Edinburgh  Castle'  arrived  from 
Dieppe  at  Deptford.  Sunday  and  Monday  (2nd  and  3rd)  she  was 
getting  ready  for  sea.  On  Tuesday  the  4th  she  came  up  the  river 
and  moored  alongside  the  wharf  facing  the  Custom  House. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  I  accomplished  the  task  assigned 
to  me,  which  was  to  ship  nine  liorses,  a  travelling  carriage,  a  heavy 
van  containing  seventy  rifles,  and  as  many  military  accoutrements  as 
were  required  for  the  officers  and  men,  numbering  about  seventy 
passengers. 

The  proclamations  and  other  printed  papers  were  put  in  another 
box,  in  which  a  large  sum  of  money  in  English  bank-notes  and  gold 
was  secured.    A  ticket  was  pasted  on  the  waggon  as  well  as  on  each 
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box  and  package,  on  which  ^  Hamburg '  was  printed  in  large  letters. 
At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  steamer  was  ready  to  go  down  the 
river.  At  London  Bridge  I  took  on  board  thirteen  men.  We  left  the 
wharf  at  six  o'clock  exactly,  and  reached  Greenwich  at  7.10  a.m.  I 
went  to  the  Trafalgar  Hotel,  where  Count  d'Hunin  and  three  men  were 
waiting.  Having  followed  me  on  board,  we  left  at  once  for  BlackwaU, 
which  we  reached  at  8  a.m.  Here  I  tx)ok  on  board  Count  Persigny, 
Charles  Th^n  (the  valet-de-chambre),  Lombard,  Cannas,  D'Almbert, 
Duflot,  Dr.  Conneau,  L^on  Cuis,  Galvani,  and  four  or  five  more.  At 
two  o'clock  we  reached  Gravesend,  where  I  took  on  board  Colonel 
Parquin,  Count  Omano,  Captain  Desjardins,  Faure,  and  eight  men. 
I  ordered  the  steamer  to  anchor  about  2CX)  yards  from  the  shore. 
The  Prince  was  expected  to  reach  Gravesend  about  that  time. 

Here  we  took  on  board  a  French  pilot,  who  had  been  sent  from 
Boulogne  to  take  charge  of  the  ship  on  her  reaching  the  French 
coast. 

Since  our  departure  from  London  Bridge  nothing  took  place 
worth  noticing  until  we  reached  Blackwall,  where  I  had  fourteen 
persons  to  take  on  board,  who,  besides  being  in  excellent  spirits,  were 
somewhat  clamorous  for  want  of  a  good  breakfast,  which  I  had  ordered 
to  be  ready  for  nine  o'clock,  and  to  be  served  on  two  separate  tables, 
one  for  the  friends  of  the  Prince,  and  one  for  the  men  who  were  to 
form  the  bulk  of  our  armed  contingent. 

Count  Persigny,  Dr.  Conneau,  Charles  Th^lin,  and  myself  were  the 
only  persons  in  the  secret  of  the  expedition.  I  was  in  constant  fear 
lest  the  unusual  number  of  foreign-looking  passengers,  among  whom 
not  one  of  the  fair  sex  could  be  seen,  should  attract  the  attention  of 
some  inquisitive  ofiScial  to  pry  into  the  destination  of  the  steamer, 
which  from  the  peculiarity  of  the  cargo  on  deck,  from  the  distinctive 
and  characteristic  feattu'es  of  the  passengers,  and  also  from  the  com- 
plete absence  on  board  of  all  that  is  seen  daily,  even  on  the  smallest 
emigration  ship,  as  trunks,  portmanteaus,  baskets,  boxes,  shawls, 
travelling  rugs  strewed  here  and  there,  was  altogether  the  most 
extraordinary  floating  piece  of  work  that  ever  steamed  down  the 
river.  The  4th  of  August  turned  out  to  be  the  finest  day  imaginable. 
The  air  was  refreshing  as  it  fanned  over  the  ship  in  a  gentle  northerly 
breeze — most  invigorative  both  to  mind  and  body.  For  those  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  object  we  had  in  view,  it  was  a  trip  to  Hamburg, 
and  a  pleasant  one  too.  ^  Where  are  we  going? 'was  the  question 
from  one  to  another  at  every  turn  of  the  paddle-wheel. 

Every  steamer,  every  sailing  vessel,  every  smack,  coming  up  or 
going  down  the  river,  was  vociferously  hailed  by  many  on  board* 
In  many  instances  I  had  to  entreat  my  friend  Persigny  to  join  me  in 
prevailing  upon  the  most  tiurbulent  to  keep  quiet. 

While  anchored  at  Gravesend  things  became  more  serious  than  I 
had  even  anticipated  and  dreaded.  We  could  see  several  ladies  and 
gentlemen  looking  at  us  with  opera-glasses  from  the  windows  of 
Clifton  Hotel.    Two  parties  actually  came  in  a  boat  to  see  who  we 
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were,  and  to  ask  where  we  were  going.  One  of  them  wanted  to  come 
on  board.  I  was  in  great  anxiety.  It  was  then  3.30  p.m.,  and  the 
Prince  had  not  yet  arrived. 

At  3.45*  whilst  I  was  smoking  a  cigar,  conversing  with  Count 
Persigny,  Captain  Crow  sent  for  me.  He  was  leaning  on  the  bul- 
wark, and  was  speaking  to  some  one  in  a  boat  alongside. 

'  The  Custom-house  ofiBcer,  sir,'  pointing  to  the  boat  with  a  flag* 
'What  am  I  to  say?' 

Without  answering  his  question,  I  saluted  the  oflScer,  and  said, 
*Whatisit?' 

'  I  want  to  know  what  you  are  doing  here  in  the  middle  of  the 
river.' 

'  I  am  waiting  for  the  party,  who  should  have  arrived  by  this 
time.' 

'  Where  are  you  going  to  ?' 
'  Hamburg.' 

'  Have  you  goods  on  board  ?' 

*  None.  The  steamer  is  chartered  for  a  pleasure  trip,  for  which 
I  am  largely  paid.    Here  is  my  charter.    Shall  I  show  it  to  you  V 

*  No,  no.    How  many  people  have  you  on  board  ?' 

*  I  have  several  gentlemen  on  board  already,  and  I  expect  two 
more  from  London.  I  have  three  more  to  take  at  Bamsgate. 
Every  one  of  them  has  one  or  two  servants  who  are  on  board.  It 
is  a  lot  of  swells  I  have  to  deal  with.' 

*  I  suppose  you  have  ladies  on  board  ?' 

'  None  as  yet ;  but  I  fancy  there  will  be  a  few  engaged  to  join 
the  party  at  Bamsgate.' 

'  Ha !  ha !  that's  the  place  !  I  wish  you  a  good  passage ;  but  be 
oflF  sharp,  as  the  tide  is  running  out.' 

It  was  getting  late,  and  still  the  Prince  had  not  arrived.  Count 
Persigny  began  to  surmise,  like  myself,  that  something  very  serious 
had  prevented  the  Prince  from  starting  from  London  at  the  appointed 
time.  We  were  deliberating  on  what  should  be  done  in  the  emer- 
gency, when  Colonel  Parquin,  a  cavalry  officer,  an  old  friend  of  the 
rrince  and  of  the  whole  family,  came  to  me  and  said,  '  I  want  to 
go  on  shore  to  buy  a  few  good  cigars.  Those  we  have  on  board 
are  detestable.    I  cannot  smoke  them.' 

'  Go  on  shore  ?  My  orders,  colonel,  are  not  to  allow  anyone  to 
leave  the  steamer  on  any  pretext  whatever.' 

'  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  I  am  to  be  kept  a  prisoner  here  ?' 

*  What  I  do  mean  is,  that  I  cannot  comply  with  your  request, 
because  I  am  boxmd  to  carry  out  the  wishes,  or  rather  orders,  of  the 
Prince.' 

The  colonel  made  an  appeal  to  Coxmt  Persigny,  who,  like  myself, 
told  him  that  it  was  impossible  to  comply  with  his  demand.  The 
wrath  of  the  colonel  was  extreme.  There  was  danger  in  this  outburst 
of  anger.  I  consulted  Persigny  on  the  advisability  of  allowing  the 
colonel  to  go  on  shore,  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  he  should 
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be  accompanied  by  me  and  Charles  Th^lin,  the  faithful  valet  of  the 
Prince.  Persigny  assented  to  the  idea,  and  the  colonel  and  I  got 
into  the  boat.  Th^lin  was  with  us.  As  we  were  walking  to  the  cigar 
shop,  the  colonel  remarked  a  boy  seated  on  a  log  of  wood,  feeding  an 
eagle  with  shreds  of  meat.  The  eagle  had  a  chain  fastened  to  one 
of  its  claws,  with  which  it  was  secured.  The  colonel  turned  twice 
to  look  at  it,  but  went  on  without  uttering  a  word.  On  our  way 
back  to  the  boat,  we  saw  that  the  boy  had  left  the  spot,  and  had 
gone  within  two  yards  of  the  landing  place  we  had  to  go  through. 
The  colonel  went  to  him  and,  looking  at  the  eagle,  said  to  the  boy, 
*  Esir^  a  vmdreV 

The  boy,  not  understanding  a  word  of  it,  turned  to  me  and  said, 
'  I  do  not  understand  the  gentleman.' 

I  guessed  immediately  what  the  colonel  meant  doing,  and  said, 
'  My  dear  colonel,  I  hope  you  do  not  intend  to  buy  that  eagle  ?  For 
Crod's  sake  do  not  think  of  such  a  thing  I  We  have  other  aflFairs  to 
think  of.' 

'  Why  not  ?    I  will  have  it.    Ask  him  what  he  wants  for  it.' 
'  I  will  not.    Ask  Thelin  what  he  thinks  of  it.' 

*  I  do  not  care  for  anybody's  opinion,'  said  he  ;  *  I  will  have  it. 
Combien  veux^tu  ? ' 

The  boy  shrugged  his  shoulders.  At  last  the  colonel  asked  in 
broken  English, '  How  mooch  ? ' 

*  One  pound,'  answered  the  boy. 

He  ordered  the  boy  to  put  the  eagle  in  the  boat;  and  then  Thelin 
and  I  jumped  into  the  boat  and  rowed  to  the  steamer.  On  arriving 
on  bojmi,  the  eagle  was  fastened  to  the  mainmast  by  the  boy,  and 
from  that  moment  it  was  never  taken  notice  of,  until  it  was  dis- 
covered and  seized  by  the  authorities  at  Boulogne,  who  took  it  to 
the  museum,  from  which  it  fled  away  next  morning,  owing  to  some 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  men  who  had  it  in  charge.  Such  is  the 
real,  unvarnished  statement  of  the  'Boulogne  eagle,'  on  which  so 
much  has  been  said,  written,  and  even  believed  in  by  all  parties, 
whether  friends  or  foes.  Is  it  not  most  extraordinary  that  a  feet  which 
had  been  witnessed  by  upwards  of  sixty  people  on  board  the  steamer, 
and  contradicted  a  great  many  times,  should  have  been  allowed  to  go 
the  round  of  every  country,  and  left  to  cast  ridicule  on  the  Prince, 
who  never  saw  or  knew  anjrthing  of  the  eagle  on  board  the  '  City 
of  Edinburgh '  ?  How  many  events  recorded  in  history  are  to  be  put 
on  a  par  with  that  of  the  '  Boulogne  eagle ' ! 

It  was  getting  late  (six  o'clock),  and  the  Prince  had  not  as  yet 
made  his  appearance.  Count  Persigny  and  Charles  Thelin  were  as 
anxious  as  I  was.  We  held  a  council,  in  consequence  of  which  it  was 
resolved  that  I  should  take  a  post-chaise  and  rush  to  Ramsgate, 
where  General  Montholon,  Colonel  Voisin,  and  Colonel  Laborde  had 
been  sent  by  the  Prince  to  wait  for  him.  Colonel  Voisin  was  the 
only  one  of  the  three  in  the  secret  of  the  real  purport  of  the  expedi- 
tion.   It  was  feared  they  would  attribute  the  delay  in  the  arrival  of 
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the  Prince  to  some  accident,  which  would  necessitate  their  return 
to  London.  Such,  at  any  rate,  was  the  opinion  of  Count  Persigny 
and  Dr.  Conneau,  which  I  did  not  share.  I  started  for  Bamsgate, 
and  arrived  there  at  a  very  late  hour.  My  sudden  appearance  at 
the  hotel  startled  them ;  I  was  not  expected.  To  their  inquiries  I 
made  no  answer.  Colonel  Voisin,  finding  that  he  could  learn  nothing 
as  long  as  General  Montholon  and  Colonel  Laborde  were  up,  proposed, 
that  we  should  all  go  to  bed,  and  deliberate  next  morning  on  what 
was  to  be  done.  I  agreed  to  this.  On  General  Montholon  and 
Colonel  Laborde  leaving  the  room.  Colonel  Voisin  asked  me  what 
had  happened  to  prevent  the  Prince  from  being  there  at  the  appointed 
time.  He  was  in  the  most  agitated  state  of  mind,  and  nothing 
that  I  could  say  to  quiet  him  proved  successful.  It  is  now  my  duty 
to  record  another  fact,  which  no  person  is  aware  of,  and  which 
accounts  for  the  sudden  failure  of  the  Prince's  landing  at  Boulogne. 

IIL 

ON  BOAKD. 

The  Princb,  in  giving  me  his  instructions  for  the  arrangements 
concerning  the  steamer,  had  particularly  insisted  on  my  being  at 
Gravesend  on  the  0/ Xu^rusf  at  three  o'clock  p.m.  exactly,  'be- 
cause,' said  he,  '  we  shall  have  to  proceed  to  sea  at  once.  We  must 
land  at  Wimereux,  near  Boulogne,  at  four  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  sth. 

Colonel  Voisin,  in  utter  despair  at  the  non-arrival  of  the  steamer, 
and  almost  out  of  his  mind,  said :  *  But  do  you  not  know  that  the 
success  of  our  undertaking  depends  entirely  on  our  reaching  the 
barracks  at  Boulogne  at  four  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  (the  Sth)? 
The  only  man  we  dread  is  Captain  Col-Puygellier,  conmianding  the 
battalion  at  Boulogne ;  besides  being  a  man  who  will  do  his  duty 
unflinchingly,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  we  know  that  nothing  will 
induce  him  to  join  an  Imperial  Pretender.' 

'  That  will  not  alter  the  state  of  affairs  regarding  this  officer,'  I 
said,  *for  under  these  circumstances  he  will  be  against  us  at  any 
time  we  may  arrive,  whether  it  is  to-morrow  or  next  day  I ' 

'  You  are  mistaken,'  said  the  colonel.  *  Captain  Col-Puygellier 
will  not  be  at  Boulogne  all  day  to-morrow.  The  Prince  has  pur- 
posely fixed  the  5th  for  presenting  himself  before  the  battalion, 
because  he  knows  that  Captain  Col-Puygellier  has  been  invited  to  a 
shooting  party  at  some  distance  from  Boulogne,  and  in  all  probability 
will  not  be  back  imtil  late  at  night.  If  we  miss  being  there  {to- 
niorrow)  we  are  doomed  to  perish  ! ' 

It  was  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Colonel  Voisin  opened  the 
window  to  breathe  the  fresh  air  blowing  in  from  the  sea,  and  walked 
up  and  down  the  room  in  a  most  agitated  frame  of  mind.  The  night 
was  bright  and  still.    I  was  leaning  on  the  sill  of  the  window  when  I 
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saw  to  the  left,  at  some  distance,  a  black  column  of  smoke  slowly- 
elongating  itself  in  opposite  direction  to  the  tide.  I  fancied  I  could 
hear  the  imiform  noise  of  the  paddle-wheels  of  a  steamer,  and  I 
waited  some  little  time  before  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Colonel 
to  the  circumstance,  lest  he  should  be  disappointed,  as  the  steamer 
might  be  one  of  the  many  which  leave  the  docks  for  Calais,  Ham- 
burg, Eotterdam,  and  other  parts  of  the  continent.  As  the  ship  was 
steaming  down,  the  noise  became  more  distinct.  Presently  I  saw  a 
few  sparks  coming  out  of  the  funnel,  which  denoted  her  being  near 
at  hand.  As  she  was  approaching  that  part  of  the  sea  which  faces  the 
hotel,  she  slackened  her  speed. 

The  colonel  and  I  were  watching  all  her  movements,  but  the 
night  being  dark,  we  could  not  distinguish  what  was  taking  place  on 
board.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  had  scarcely  elapsed,  when  we  heard  the 
bell  of  the  hotel  ringing  hurriedly.  I  opened  the  door  of  the  room 
and  rushed  down  stairs,  to  see  who  it  was  that  had  come  from  the 
steamer.  It  was  Th^lin.  The  Prince  had  arrived.  I  was  ordered  to 
go  on  board  at  once  with  General  Montholon,  Colonel  Voisin,  and 
Colonel  Laborde. 

Th^lin  having  entered  the  room  of  General  Montholon  and  Colonel 
Laborde,  made  them  get  up,  and  requested  them  to  follow  him  to 
the  steamer  in  the  name  of  the  Prince,  who  was  waiting  for  them. 
As  we  were  going  down-stairs.  General  Montholon  took  me  by  the 
arm  and  whispered  to  me,  *  I  see  what  it  is — the  Prince  is  about 
making  a  coup  de  Ute ! ' 

In  a  few  minutes  we  were  on  board  the  *  Edinburgh  Castle.'  No 
one  was  on  deck.  The  Prince  had  assembled  his  followers  below, 
and  was  about  addressing  them  when  we  entered  the  cabin. 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  appearance  of  General  Montholon 
was  the  occasion  of  a  general  outburst  of  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of 
everyone  there.  His  name  had  been  associated  for  many  years 
with  the  Emperor  at  St.  Helena,  and  had  been  the  object  of  universal 
admiration  and  popularity  for  his  tried  devotedness  to  the  great  man. 
He  received  such  a  warm  welcome  from  everyone  as  to  make  him 
forget  the  bitter  disappointment  he  had  confided  to  me,  of  not  having 
been  consulted  by  the  Prince  on  the  advisability,  or  opportuneness,  of 
such  an  imdertaking ! 

The  address  of  the  Prince  was  admirable. 

The  enthusiasm  which  it  raised  was  the  more  exciting  as  it  was 
compressed  and  restrained  by  the  entreaties  of  the  Prince,  who  feared 
lest  the  attention  of  the  captain  and  crew  should  be  attracted  by 
the  noise. 

It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At  the  request  of  the  Prince, 
the  cabin  was  cleared  of  everybody  with  the  exception  of  General 
Montholon,  the  Colonels  Voisin,  Montauban,  Laborde,  Count  Per- 
signy,  Forestier,  Omano,  Viscount  de  Querelles,  Gralvani,  D'Hunin, 
Faure,  and  myself,  who  were  called  by  the  Prince  to  deliberate  in 
council  on  what  was  to  be  done  under  the  circmnstances. 
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I  have  already  stated  that  the  Prince  was  due  at  Gravesend  be- 
tween two  and  three  o'clock  (the  4th).  On  that  day  in  London  the 
French  police  seemed  to  have  been  more  suspicious  and  active  than 
usual.  Most  likely  some  of  the  men  who  were  to  follow  the  Prince 
let  out  at  some  coflfee-room  or  public-house,  that  the  pleasure  trip  to 
Hamburg  was  to  take  place  next  day.  The  Prince's  house  was 
actually  gartUe  a  vue^  and  wherever  he  went,  he  was  followed  and 
closely  watched.  However  quickly  he  drove,  he  was  not  lost  sight  of. 
At  twelve  o'clock  on  that  day,  the  Prince  was  to  start  from  my  house, 
18  Stockbridge  Terrace,  Pimlico,  attended  by  Montauban,  who  had 
been  left  in  charge  of  a  large  sum  of  money.  A  post-chaise  with 
two  horses  was  kept  ready  in  a  yard  close  by  to  come  round  to  my 
door,  just  in  time  for  the  Prince  to  step  in.  It  will  be  easily  con- 
ceived how  strongly  drawbacks,  which  even  in  the  ordinary  events  of 
Ufe  upset  the  best  concocted  and  arranged  schemes,  must  have  preyed 
upon  the  Prince's  mind  to  cause  him  to  forget  the  poirit  on  which  I 
had  called  his  most  particular  attention  every  day, — the  tide  I 

When  the  Prince  came  on  board  the  steamer  at  Gravesend  it  was 
quite  late — the  night  was  dark.  We  were  expected  to  reach  Boulogne 
at  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  The  400  men  of  the  42nd 
lane  R^fiment  forming  the  garrison  were  ready  to  proclaim  the  Prince, 
and  everything  was  prepared  in  the  town  for  a  popular  rising  to  follow 
the  military  demonstration.  From  our  failing  to  be  at  Boulogne  on 
the  appointed  day  (the  Sth),  the  projected  attack,  which  had  been 
made  to  rely  for  success  upon  some  reasonable  chances,  had  become  a 
most  hazardous  and  diflScult  adventure.  It  was  evident  we  could  not 
land  at  or  near  Boulogne  before  the  6th,  as  nothing  could  be  attempted 
in  tie  daytime.  The  Prince  called  upon  every  one  of  us  to  give  his 
opinion  on  what  was  to  be  done  in  the  emergency.  Out  of  twelve,  three 
advised  the  Prince  to  return  to  London  I  Nine  insisted  on  the  landing 
taking  place,  and  on  a  desperate  dash  being  made  towards  the  barracks, 
in  order  to  secure  the  adhesion  of  the  battalion  at  any  price,  and  by  all 
available  means  and  leaving  the  town  at  once  reach,  by  a  quick  march, 
St.  Omer,  where  other  formidable  elements  of  success  were  at  hand. 

The  Prince  appealed  to  me  for  information  with  reference  to  what 
would  occur  if  we  went  back  to  London.  I  said  it  was  very  difficult 
to  say  how  it  would  end :  if  the  British  Government  took  a  bad 
view  of  it,  most  likely  we  should  be  arrested  and  tried  for  misde- 
meanour. It  was  true  that  those  who  were  on  board  might  be  landed 
again  at  the  diflFerent  points  we  took  them  up  at,  and  by  this  disper- 
sion reduce  to  a  minimum  the  number  of  those  liable  to  an  indict- 
ment; but  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  arms,  the  uniforms,  the 
print^  proclamations  and  other  documents  of  a  very  insurrectionary 
tinge,  which  the  Custom  House  officers  would  find  on  board  on  our 
arriving  at  London  Bridge?  *  We  steer  between  two  great  dangers. 
By  going  back  to  London,  we  become  the  laughing-stock  of  every- 
body— ridicule  will  kill  us !  If  we  cross  the  Channel  we  run  the  risk 
of  being  shot,  or  imprisoned  for  a  more  or  less  length  of  time.  Of 
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the  two,  I  prefer  the  latter  I  As  regards  yourself,  nothing  would  be 
more  disastrous  to  j^our  future  prospects  than  being  shown  up  to  the 
public  as  a  man  who,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  has  been  acted  upon  by 
considerations  of  a  purely  personal  character.  Let  us  save  at  least 
our  honour,  if  we  are  doomed  to  lose  everything  else ! ' 

The  Prince,  who  had  been  imperceptibly  nodding  at  me  all  the 
time  I  was  speaking,  rose  and  said, '  Gentlemen !  a  show  of  hands 
from  those  who  wish  to  be  left  behind,  and  prefer  returning  to 
London.'    A  dead  silence ! 

The  Prince  paused  a  few  seconds,  and  fixing  his  eyes  in  rapid  suc- 
cession on  every  one  of  us  round  the  table,  as  if  he  tried  to  read  on 
our  feces  what  would  be  the  answer  to  his  second  question,  said, 
^  Gentlemen,  a  show  of  hands  from  those  who  are  willing  to  follow 
me  and  share  my  fate  I ' 

The  utterance  of  these  words  caused  an  indescribable  outburst  of 
enthusiasm,  mingled  with  expressions  of  the  most  touching  devotion, 
as  if  every  one  of  us  dreaded  even  the  appearance  of  being  the  last  to 
come  forward.  We  sprang  from  our  seats  as  it  were  by  an  electric 
movement,  and  gave  to  the  Prince's  appeal  such  a  heartfelt  recog- 
nition as  to  render  him  powerless  for  a  few  moments  to  acknowledge 
it,  so  deep  was  his  emotion  at  such  a  scene. 

*I  thank  you,  my  friends,'  said  he,  'for  the  readiness  and  high 
spirit  with  which  you  have  responded  to  my  call.  I  never  doubted 
your  willingness  to  aid  me  in  the  furtherance  of  my  projects,  but  the 
way  you  have  now  given  vent  to  your  devotion  to  me  has  imparted  a 
new  vigour  to  my  mind,  and  bound  my  heart  to  you  with  a  sense  of 
deepest  and  everlasting  gratitude.  Let  us  bear  together  the  con- 
sequences of  this  enterprise,  whatever  they  may  be,  with  the  calmness 
behoving  men  who  act  from  conviction.  Oiu:  cause  is  that  of  the 
country  at  large.  Sooner  or  later  success  will  be  with  us.  I  feel  it ! 
I  have  faith  in  my  destiny !  I  look  forward  to  the  future  with  as  full 
a  confidence  as  I  expect  the  sun  to  rise  to-day  to  dispel  darkness. 
We  shall  have  adverse  circumstances  to  struggle  against,  and  obloquy 
to  face ;  but  the  "  hour  "  will  come,  and  we  shall  not  have  very  long 
to  wait  for  it.' 

The  time  had  arrived  for  a  prompt  decision  respecting  the  steps  to 
be  taken,  in  consequence  of  our  being  twenty-four  hours  behind  our 
time  for  the  landing  at  Boulogne.  It  was  nearly  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  (5th).  It  was  resolved  that  Forestier,  the  cousin  of  Count 
Persigny,  should  go  at  once  to  Boulogne  for  the  purpose  of  informing 
Lieutenant  Aladenize  of  the  42nd,  and  Bataille,  of  what  had  occurred, 
and  to  get  everything  ready,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  for  the 
next  day  (the  6th).  A  boat  manned  by  two  men  was  hired — ^not 
without  some  difficulty;  Forestier  stepped  into  it  and  crossed  the 
Channel,  reaching  Boulogne  at  1 1  A.H. 

The  next  step  that  had  to  be  considered,  was  whether  we  should 
remain  at  Ramsgate  till  night,  and  commence  crossing  the  Channel 
at  such  a  time  as  would  enable  us  to  reach  Wimereux  by  two  o'clock 
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on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  Wimereux  is  a  little  village  at  a  short 
distance  from  Boulogne,  and  was  stated  by  the  Prince  to  be  the  spot 
at  which  the  landing  was  to  take  place.  After  deliberating  for  some 
time  on  the  advisability  of  remaining  at  Ramsgate  the  whole  day  of 
the  Sth,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  of 
being  pried  into,  either  by  the  authorities  consequent  upon  informa- 
tion given  to  them  by  the  French  police  in  London,  or  upon  some 
onforeseen  intrusion  on  board  the  steamer,  it  was  safer  to  go  tacking 
about  at  sea  at  such  distances  as  could  make  us  be  lost  sight  of  till 
dark. 

It  was  five  o'clock.  The  weather  was  beautiful,  and  the  sea  very 
calm.  I  ordered  the  captain  to  bear  towards  Kye  at  a  moderate 
speed,  as  we  were  to  be  joined  by  another  party  coming  from  that 
direction.  We  entered  the  bay,  and  remained  there  a  short  time. 
Then  we  went  back,  keeping  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
English  coast.  Then  I  ordered  the  engine  to  be  eased,  as  we  wanted 
to  take  our  breakfast,  and  to  steer  very  gently  towards  the  South 
Foreland. 

Up  to  that  moment  things  seemed  to  go  right  enough  on  board, 
but  my  mind  was  terribly  harassed  at  the  momentous  disclosure  I 
was  about  to  make  to  Captain  Crow  of  the  ultimate  direction  of  the 
ship.  In  my  perplexity,  which  was  shared  by  no  one  else  on  board,  I 
stood  on  the  paddle-box  watching  every  movement  of  the  captain,  and 
of  the  first  mate,  whom  I  fancied  was  not  so  manageable  as  the 
eapiain  himself. 

The  Prince  was  evidently  becoming  as  nervous  as  I  was  respect- 
ing the  measures  the  captain  would  resolve  to  take  on  his  being 
made  aware  of  the  final  destination  of  the  ^  Edinburgh  Castle.'  The 
Prince  wished  me  to  at  once  disclose  to  him  what  we  really  intended 
to  do.  I  objected,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  too  soon.  ^  I  must 
seize  a  better  opportunity,'  said  I ; '  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  it  just 
now.' 

'  I  fully  rely  on  you,'  he  said,  *  to  act  as  you  think  best.'  I  then 
ordered  the  steamer  to  cross  the  Channel  and  make  for  Cape 
Grinez.  It  was  getting  late.  The  time  was  approaching  when  our 
fete  was  to  be  decided.  While  I  was  walking  on  deck,  I  distinctly 
heard  the  first  mate  say  to  the  captain,  ^  Why  do  you  allow  your- 
fidf  to  be  so  guided  by  one  of  the  passengers  ? '  '  My  instructions 
are  that  I  am  to  go  wherever  I  am  ordered ;  I  cannot  act  in  opposi- 
tion to  them.' 

At  length  the  time  came  when  the  commimication  of  our  purpose 
to  the  captain  could  no  longer  be  delayed  ;  I  told  Thelin  to  clear  the 
main  cabin  at  once,  as  I  must  have  an  interview  with  him  which 
might  be  a  stormy  one.  I  requested  the  Prince  to  wait  for  me  at 
the  door  of  the  cabin,  and  to  rush  down  stairs  on  my  coming  up 
from  it,  as  it  would  be  a  sign  that  I  had  made  a  clean  breast  of 
the  matter,  and  that  his  presence  was  indispensable  to  secure  the 
result. 
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'  ^  My  dear  captAin,'  said  I, '  tlie  object  for  which  we  chartered  this 
steamer  was  neither  smuggling  nor  a  pleasure  trip,  but  a  political 
demonstration,  which,  if  successful,  will  probably  cause  great  changes 
to  take  place  in  France.  Among  the  passengers  there  is  one  to. 
whom,  imder  the  circumstances,  !•  must  introduce  you'  .  •  «  •  and 
rushing  half-way  upstairs,  I  made  a  sign  to  the  Prince  to  come 
down,  which  he  did.  The  introduction  being  made,  I  left  the  cabin 
and  stood  at  the  door  to  prevent  anyone  from  interrupting  the 
interview  between  the  Prince  and  the  captain,  which  lasted  half  an 
hour. 

'  On  the  Prince  stepping  on  deck  followed  by  the  captain,  he  said 
in  a  low  voice  to  me,  *  All  right  V 

The  news  that  we  were  going  to  land  on  the  French  coast  spread 
on.  board  like  wildfire,  both  among  our  own  men  as  well  as  the  crew, 
without,  howev^,  giving  rise  to  anything  verging  upon  excessive 
surprise  or  bitter  disappointment. 

We  had  still  a  last,  though  not  least,  trial  to  go  through  before  we 
could  consider  ourselves  quite  safe,  namely,  the  opening  of  . the  van, 
the  distribution  of  the  arms,  of  the  uniforms,  and  the  reading  of  the 
proclamations,  all  of  which  were  an  unexpected  miae^en-ac^  for  every 
one  of  otu*  men,  and  for  a  few  of  the  snmll  circle  of  the  friends  of  the 
Prince. 

The  proclamation  to  the  French  was  first  read,  and  then  distri- 
buted, and  elicited  marks  of  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  In  less  than 
half  an  hour  the  steamer  was  strewed  with  garments  of  all  sorts.  As 
it  was  dark,  there  was  some  difficulty  in  appropriating  to  each  indi- 
vidual whatever  article  was  intended  for  him,  but  this  was  accom- 
plished. Lights  were  put  out.  No  light  at  the  mast  was  allowed — 
complete  silence  on  board. 

IV. 

LANDINO  AND  STRUGGLE. 

At  three  o'clock  a.m.  of  August  6  we  were  at  Wimereux,  as  near  the 
coast  as  possible,  in  two  fathoms  of  water. 

The  landing  began  at  once,  but  as  we  had  only  one  boat  on  board 
it  took  some  time  to  eflFect  it.  In  the  first  journey  there  went  on  shore 
Viscount  de  Querelles  and  eight  men.  At  their  approach  two  coast- 
guardsmen  hallooed  to  them  '  Qui  vive  ? '  De  Querelles  answered,  *  A 
detachment  of  the  42nd  coming  from  Dunkerque  to  join  the  battalion 
at  Boulogne.  Through  some  accident  to  the  engine,  the  steamer 
cannot  go  further.' 

As  all  our  men  were  clothed  and  armed  exactly  like  the  French 
garrisons,  the  two  coastguardsmen  welcomed  them. 

The  second  journey  brought  Colonel  Voisin,  M^sonan,  and  eight 
more  men.  Then  landed  the  Prince  with  General  Montholon,  Coimt 
Persigny,  and  a  few  others.    This  sudden  gathering  of  armed  men  on 
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the  sea  shoie,  at  such  an  early  hour,  did  not  attract  much  .notice^  as  I 
was  aficaid  it  would.  I  was  the  last  to  leave  the  steamer.  Before 
landing,  I  ordered  the  captain  to  go  near  th$  hiEurhour,  but  not  to  get 
in  until  I  made  him  a  signal  to  that  effect  with  a  white  flag.  At 
five  o'clock  we  were  within  fifty  yards  of  the  barracks.  At  the  sight  of 
this  armed  force  the  sentinel  cried '  Qui  vine  ? '  and  *  To  arms  I '  One  of 
our  men,  who  had  been  in  the  army,  was  sent  forward  with  the  watch- 
word, which  we  knew,  while  we  halted  at  a  distance.  This  formality 
having  been  gone  through,  the  gate  of  the  barracks  was  thrown  open, 
and  the  Prince,  at  the  head  of  his  friends  and  followed  by  his  little 
troop,  entered  the  yard,  ,  -  . 

The  soldiers  forming  the  garrison,  were  just  getting  o^t  of  their 
beds*  The  few  who  were  already  downstair*  On  different  dutjjes  wer^ 
soon  made  to  understand  who  we  were  anji  what  we  came  there  for.  The 
name  of  the  Prince  was  fiEtmiliar  to  them.  These  rushed  .upstws  to 
convey  to  their  comrades  the  news  of  what  was  going  on,  which  spread 
wonderfully  quick  in  every  comer  of  the  building.  Soldier?  booking 
out  of  the  windows  were  shouting  *  Vive  le  Prince  I '  Oth^.  were 
running  downstairs,  half-dressed.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  every 
soldier  was  under  arms  and  formed  in  battalion.  Our  little  troop 
was  facing  it.    The  Prince  and  his  firiends  stood  between  the  two* 

The  address  of  the  Prince  to  the  soldiers  produced  the  most  magic 
dFeet    The  enthusiasm  was  immense ! 

We  were  about  leaving  the  barracks  with  the  whole  battalion^  for 
the  purpose  of  executing  in  the  town  the  task  assigned  to  Us,  in 
accordance  with  the  printed  instdructions  we  had  received  on  board, 
when  we  heard  a  great  bustle  outside.  Colonel  Voisin  bad  posted 
sentinels  at  every  comer  of  the  street  leading  to  the  barracks, 
previous  to  our  getting  into  the  building,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  oflScers  who  were  not  in  the  secret  of  the  conspiracy,  and  who 
lived  in  lodgings  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  barracks,  from  at- 
tempting to  counterbalance  by  their  presence  the  effect  of  that  of  the 
Prince  on  the  battalion. 

This  step  had  to  some  extent  the  desired  effect;  but  one  of 
them  rushed  to  Captain  Col-Puygellier's  house  to  inform  him  of  what 
was  taking  place  at  the  barracks.  Without  losing  a  moment  the 
captain  put  on  his  uniform,  and  came  right  on  the  first  sentinel,  who 
crossed  his  bayonet  on  him.  Undaunted  by  this  hostile  reception, 
he  drew  his  sword,  and  dashing  through  the  crowd  assembled  before 
the  barracks  and  followed  by  a  few  officers  who  had  joined  him, 
forced  his  way  into  the  middle  of  the  yard,  and  brandishing  his  sword, 
heedless  of  the  resistance  opposed  to  him  by  our  men,  succeeded  at 
last  in  coming  in  sight  of  his  battalion.  When  they  saw  the  danger 
their  captain  was  in,  owing  mainly  to  Lombard  unwisely  threatening  to 
shoot  him  dead  by  pointing  a  revolver  at  his  head,  the  soldiers  to  a 
man,  who  had  a  few  minutes  before  shouted  *  Vive  le  Prince !  Sortons  ! 
sortons  1  *  (Let  us  be  off !  let  us  be  off  1),  tumed  against  us,  crying, 
*  Vive  notre  Capitaine ! ' 
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Meanwhile  General  Montholon,  addressing  Captain  Col-Puygellier, 
said  :  '  Here  is  Prince  Louis  Napoleon  !  Follow  us,  captain,  and  you 
will  get  anything  you  like  1 ' 

The  captain  answered, '  Prince  Louis  or  not,  I  do  not  know  you. 
Napoleon,  your  predecessor,  has  overthrown  Legitimacy,  and  it  is  not 
the  right  thing  for  you  to  attempt  vindicating  it  in  this  place. 
Evacuate  the  barracks  at  once.' 

The  pressure  practised  on  the  captain  was  frightful. 

'  Murder  me,  if  you  like,'  said  he,  *  for  I  will  do  my  duty  to  the 
last.' 

Mercifully,  at  that  momentous  juncture,  Lieutenaat  Aladenize, 
who  had  been  the  chief  actor  in  that  part  of  the  conspiracy  which 
referred  to  the  battalion,  rushed  to  the  rescue  of  his  captain,  and, 
shielding  him  with  his  b<x]y,  said :  ^  I  answer  for  his  life !  Do  not 
touch  him.'    By  so  doing  he  saved  Captain  Col-Puygellier's  life. 

It  became  evident  that  no  resistance  could  be  of  any  avail.  Had 
the  fight  begun  in  the  barracks,  a  terrible  catastrophe  would  have 
ensued. 

Lieutenant  Aladenize  was  mad  with  despair.  He  drew  his  sword  and 
tried  to  break  it  in  two.  Captain  Col-Puygellier  seized  him  by  the 
arm  and  endeavoured  to  detain  him,  but  Aladenize  preferred  sharing 
the  fate  of  his  friends,  and  freeing  himself  from  the  grasp  of  the  cap- 
tain, took  up  his  sword  and  followed  the  Prince  out  of  the  barracks, 
which  were  shut  at  once  by  order  of  the  captain.  Then  a  rush  at  the 
cartridge  store  took  place  inside  the  barracks,  after  which  Captain  Col- 
Puygellier  ordered  the  arms  to  be  loaded ;  but  having  pledged  his 
word  to  the  Prince  that  he  would  not  pursue  him,  waited  for  instruc- 
tions from  the  civil  authorities. 

The  Prince  and  his  little  troop  tried  to  enter  the  old  town. 
They  found  the  gate  closed.  We  attempted  to  pull  it  down,  but  it 
resisted  our  imited  power. 

The  failure  was  complete.  The  chiefs  of  the  popular  movement 
which  were  to  support  the  military  rising,  having  surmised,  by  the 
non-arrival  of  the  Prince  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  that  something 
had  taken  place  either  in  London  or  at  sea  which  had  given  a  clue  to 
the  French  authorities,  had  decamped  from  the  town,  and  had  left 
the  people  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Mons.  Forestier,  who  had 
reached  Boulogne  late  on  the  5th,  bringing  the  news  that  the  Prince 
would  land  on  the  6th,  could  not  communicate  with  any  of  them. 

The  only  one  he  saw  was  Lieutenant  Aladenize,  who,  knowing 
Captain  Col-Puygellier  was  to  be  in  town  next  day,  prophesied  an 
unfavourable  issue  to  the  undertaking. 

Nothing  else  was  possible  but  to  endeavour  to  save  the  Prince. 
We  directed  our  steps  towards  the  Colunm  with  a  view  to  reach  the 
shore  on  that  side  and  to  seize  the  first  boat  at  hand  for  the  Prince 
to  step  in,  and  make  for  the  steamer. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  an  idea  of  the  state  of  mind  the  Prince 
was  in.    He  grasped  the  iron  railings  round  the  Column  with  such 
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vigour  that  many  of  us  were  required  to  force  him  to  let  go  his  hold, 
BO  determined  was  he  to  be  killed.  We  took  him  on  our  shoulders 
and  carried  him  down  the  cliff,  not  without  the  greatest  difficulty. 
Meanwhile  we  could  hear  the  drums  beating  ^  la  generale '  in  every 
part  of  the  town,  calling  to  arms  the  National  Guard. 

I  then  gave  the  signal  to  the  '  Edinburgh  Castle '  to  come  near 
the  shore.  As  she  did  not  answer  it,  I  inferred  that  she  was  already 
seized  by  the  authorities  and  under  their  control. 

At  last  we  reached  the  sea.  On  the  sand  we  foimd  a  small  boat. 
The  Prince  was  still  opposing  the  greatest  resistance.  Time  was 
precious.  The  ridges  of  the  cliflfs  were  already  covered  with  gen- 
darmes, followed  by  the  National  Guard.  The  soldiers  of  the  42nd 
S^ment  had  been  kept  shut  up  in  the  barracks,  and  only  made  use 
of  after  the  Prince  was  arrested.  The  work  of  the  pursuers,  and 
killing  us,  was  left  to  the  National  Guards  and  to  the  gendarmes. 
The  former  behaved  like  savages.  The  firing  soon  began  from  the 
height  of  the  hill,  and  increased  as  they  were  coming  near  us.  We 
could  hear  the  whistling  of  the  bullets,  but  not  one  of  us  had  been  hit 
yet.  The  Prince  at  last  got  into  the  boat  with  Colonel  Voisin  and 
Count  Persigny  and  Galvani — Omano  and  I  were  pushing  to  make 
her  float,  which  we  did  not  succeed  in  doing,  owing  to  her  being  over- 
loaded. Seeing  that.  Colonel  Voisin  jumped  into  the  sea  to  join  his 
exertions  with  ours  to  bring  the  boat  into  deep  water ;  this  was  done 
in  a  few  seconds.  On  seeing  the  boat  leaving  the  shore,  the  National 
Guards  opened  a  brisker  fire  iq)on  us.  Omano  and  I  lay  fiat  on  the 
flmd  watching  the  boat,  as  we  hoped,  getting  safely  off,  when  we  heard 
two  dreadful  screams  proceeding  from  her.  Galvani  and  Colonel 
Voisin  had  been  wounded,  Galvani  in  the  right  hip  and  Colonel 
Voisin  had  the  elbow  of  his  left  arm  completely  shattered.  Both 
were  powerful  heavy  men.  The  pain  must  have  been  excruciating, 
as  they  caused  the  boat  to  capsize,  which  made  the  Prince  and 
his  friends  disappear  under  her.  Here  the  Prince  and  his  friends  had 
a  most  miraculous  escape,  for  scarcely  had  the  boat  turned  bottom 
upwards  than  a  sharp  discharge  of  musketry,  evidently  directed  on  the 
same  point,  cut  open  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  fracturing  the  keel  into 
matchwood. 

Had  not  the  boat  capsized,  death  must  have  been  inevitable  for 
the  Prince  and  his  friends. 

Presently  we  saw  Colonel  Voisin  and  Galvani  stiniggbng  for  life, 
and  calling  for  help.  Omano  and  I  swam  to  Colonel  Voisin*s  assist- 
ance, while  two  other  men  went  to  save  Galvani.  Both  were  brought 
on  shore.  We  stopped  the  bleeding  of  the  elbow  with  a  handker- 
chief. The  firing  had  ceased  after  the  boat  had  capsized.  The 
Prince  and  Count  Persigny  were  still  under  water.  We  felt  anxious, 
when  suddenly  both  appeared  again  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  shore,  swinmiing  towards  the  '  Edinburgh  Castle.'  At  the  sight 
of  the  Prince  trying  to  escape  by  getting  on  board  the  steamer,  the 
National  Guards  began  firing  again  at  him  as  they  were  coming 
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down  the  cliflfs.  It  waa  a  miracle  that  the  Prince  was  not  hit.  At 
last,  as  he  was  reaching  the  steamer  (which  was  already  in  the  hands 
of  the  Boulogne  authorities),  a  boat  with  several  oflScials  coming 
out  of  the  harbour  cut  oflf  his  retreat,  and  the  Prince  and  Count 
Persigny  had  consequently  no  chance  of  escape.  They  surrendered, 
were  made  prisoners,  and  taken  to  the  Vieux  Chateau,  at  which  place 
all  those  were  confined  who  could  be  discovered  and  arrested.  We 
had  to  deplore  the  death  of  two  of  our  friends,  M.  Faure  and  M. 
d'Hunin,  a  Pole,  the  brother  of  the  Bishop  of  Posen.  The  former  was 
shot  in  the  neck,  the  latter  was  foimd  floating  under  the  pier,  frightfully 
woimded.  The  only  one  who  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  was 
Viscoimt  de  Querelles,  who  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  refuge  in  a 
humble  cottage,  and  through  the  disguise  of  a  sailor  crossed  the 
Channel  in  the  night,  and  arrived  in  London  to  convey  the  sad  news 
of  our  defeat. 

The  few  days  which  followed  the  seizure  of  the  steamer,  and  the 
arrest  of  everyone  who  could  be  found  connected  with  the  expedi* 
tion,  were  passed  by  the  Boulogne  judicial  authorities  in  examining 
and  (»*os8-examining  Captain  Grow  and  the  English  crew  about  what 
they  had  seen,  surmised,  known,  or  suspected  to  be  our  object,  and 
also  to  ascertain  from  them  what  was  the  part  played  on  board 
by  all  the  party,  especially  as  regai-ded  the  directions  given  to  the 
steamer. 

'One  morning  we  were  all  brought  together  in  a  room  (Uie  Prince 
excepted).  Oa^in  Crow,  and  Fisher,  the  first  mate,  were  requested 
to  look  at  every  one  of  us,  and  to  see  if  among  the  number  they 
^ould  distinguish  the  person  who  gave  the  orders  for  the  direction 
between  Ramsgate  and  Wimereux.  As  I  expected,  both  came  up 
to  me,  and  pointed  me  as  the  man  whose  orders  they  were  directed 
to  execute. 

The  preliminary  judicial  formalities  having  been  completed  at 
Boulogne,  the  Prince  was  conveyed  to  Paris  to  be  tried  by  the 
Court  of  Peers.  A  few  days  after  his  departure  all  those  who  had 
not  been  set  at  liberty  by  the  Boulogne  authorities  were  sent  to 
Paris,  and  lodged  au  secret  at  the  Prefecture  de  Police. 

There  we  remained  for  two  months.  At  last  the  day  for  our  trial 
arrived.  The  sentences  passed  by  the  Court  of  Peers  appointed 
by  royal  decree  of  August  9,  1840,  to  sit  as  a  court  of  justice, 
were — for  the  Prince  and  Lieutenant  Aladenize,  imprisonment  for 
life,  the  former  in  the  fortress  of  Ham ;  for  General  Montholon,  Count 
Persigny,  Colonel  Parquin,  Colonel  Voisin,  Commander  M^onan, 
imprisonment  for  twenty  years ;  for  myself  and  others,  imprisonment 
for  five  years. 

Thus  ended  the  adventurous  Boulogne  expedition,  against  which 
so  much  has  been  said  by  firiends  and  foes,  on  the  bare  evidence  of 
what  little  has  been  known  respecting  the  means  by  which  the  great 
ond  was  to  be  attained. 

Judging  the  enterprise  as  an  historical  matter  of  fact,  irrespective 
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of  all  moral  consideratioDs,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  had 
the  Prince  been  able  to  reach  St.  Omer  with  the  4CX)  men  of 
Boulogne,  matters  would  have  taken  quite  a  diflFerent  turn,  because 
Lille  with  her  garrison  of  1 5,CXX>  men  was  near  at  hand.  The  whole 
undertaking  hinged  on  our  being  successful  at  Boulogne,  namely,  on 
our  arriving  there  on  the  5th  instead  of  the  6th  of  August,  when  we 
were  no  more  expected  to  arrive,  and  people  bad  lost  confidence  in 
the  reports  of  the  Prince's  agents* 

However  eonflieting,  ridiculous,  or  exaggerated  may  be  the 
ramarks  of  party  f^irit,  the  culmiiiatiiig  fact  which  history  will 
roeord  is  that  the  wcmderful  career  of  the  Prince  and  bis  advent  to 
the  supreme  power  was  conspicuously  affected  by  two  enterprises, 
which,  howev^  wildly  conceived,  served  to  keep  bis  name  before 
France,  and  to  stir  the  popular  heart  regarding  him. 

PriiH)e  Louis  Napoleon  proved  his  prophecy  to  be  true :  *  J'cMTi* 
twai,  (2e  ehvAe  en  chv^^ 

Joseph  Obsi. 
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Familiar  Photographs  in  Verse. 

WESTWARD  HO  I  There  is  a  charm  in  the  name  as  there  is  a 
charm  in  the  place.  If  there  exists  the  golfer — the  term,  I 
fancy,  needs  no  explanation  even  to  the  English  reader  now-a-days — 
who  does  not  know  the  delights  of  Westward  Ho !  links,  let  me  as  a  lover 
of  golf,  of  pleasant  quarters,  and  of  Devonshire  cream,  counsel  him 
to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  making  their  acquaintance.  And 
with  them  there  is  also  to  be  made  the  acquaintanceship  of  Major 
Shortspoon,  whose  ^sketches  of  golf  and  golfing  men  are  familiar  to 
many ;  of  Johnny  Allan,  swiping  away  in  his  own  grand  style  ;  of 
the  patient  Andrews,  dealing  out  his  liberal  measures  in  'The  Hut  ;* 
and  of  many  good  players  and  pleasant  companionable  fellows,  who 
spend  their  days  in  golf,  and  what  of  their  nights  they  can  spare 
from  talking  and  dreaming  of  the  game,  in  a  sociable  rubber. 

The  links  are  indeed  beautiful — simply  the  perfection  of  closely- 
knit,  springy,  elastic  turf,  in  which  your  ball  frequently  lies  *  teed,^ 
and  where  the  '  putter,'  if  rightly  handled,  seldom  fails  to  do  the 
work  which  it  was  predestined  by  deft  hands  to  do.  True  there 
are  the  rushes,  six  feet  in  height  sometimes,  and  sharp  as  poignards^ 
which  bleed  the  hands  and  prick  the  legs  of  '  wild '  drivers,  and  the 
men  who  *  draw '  or  *  heel '  their  balls — amongst  which  a  campaign  is 
dangerous  to  the  body  and  trying  to  the  temper.  True  it  is  there 
are  '  the  Alps,'  over  the  almost  ungolfiskble  passes  of  which  the  poorest 
as  well  as  the  best  of  players  must  wend  his  way.  Yet  what  would 
golf,  any  more  than  life,  be  without  its  'hazards;'  the  joys  of 
Elysian  plains  can  only  be  fully  known  after  the  warfare  waged  in 
*  bunkers.' 

Then  the  air  at  Westward  Ho !  is  so  perfect,  the  sky  so  Italian, 
the  views  so  delicious,  the  effects  so  picturesque.  In  some  states  of 
the  atmosphere  and  tide  the  fishing  smacks  and  other  boats  appear 
to  be  sailing  on  the  links,  carefully  steering  their  way  between  the 
bunkers,  looking  for  all  the  world  like  a  moving  panorama  on  the 
links.  At  such  a  time  it  seems  a  fairy  place,  and  if  you  are  on  the 
winning  side  everything  helps  the  feeling  of  enchantment.  You  are 
convinced  there  never  were  such  links,  never  such  a  match.  You 
are  in  love  with  every  club  you  have  ;  your  ball  seems  to  share  your 
joy  as  it '  whizzes  '  through  the  clear  air  and  bounds  along  the  grassy- 
turf,  or  just  takes  the  one  needed  turn  which  rolls  it  into  the  hole* 
You  feel  inclined  at  such  an  hour  to  call  upon  Time  to  stand  still* 
You  have  a  foreboding  that  in  the  afternoon  match  all  will  not  go  so 
well.  The  sun  may  be  too  bright,  the  wind  too  strong,  your  clubs- 
may  lose  the  ^  feel '  they  had  in  the  morning,  your  balls  be  strangely 
perverse,  your  *  caddy '  more  than  usually  talkative.    But  meanwhile 
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everything  is  perfect.  Then  as  you  look  around,  which  you  are  more 
given  to  do  when  you  have  some  holes  in  your  pocket,  you  see  quaint 
and  curious  Appledore,  lovely  Clovelly  looking  like  a  white  streamlet 
on  the  hill  side,  Norham  and  its  church  tower,  Bideford  sloping 

*  upwards  from  its  broad  tide  river  paved  with  yellow  sands,  and 
many-arched  old  bridge,  wliere  salmon  wait  for  autumn  floods, 
towards  the  pleasant  upland  on  the  west.'  And  better  than  each, 
better  than  all,  the  great  and  wide  sea,  the  gleaming  waters  of  which 
would  bear  the  westward  sailing  boat  right  onwards  to  the  shores  of 
America,  and  which  ever  invite  the  dreamy  gaze;  while  its  long 
swelling  waves  make  a  music  on  the  pebble  ridge  to  which  one  is 
never  tired  of  listening. 

But  even  at  Westward  Ho  !  we  cannot  golf  always,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  three  rounds  a  day  are  demoralising  to  one's  play, 
and  rest  is  needful  both  to  the  eye  and  to  the  limbs.  So  this  fair, 
hopeful  spring  morning  finds  me  indoors — if  it  can  be  called  indoors, 
sitting  at  an  open  bow-window,  with  the  beautiful  white  crested 
waves  laughing  as  they  ripple  along  the  yellow  sands  ;  alone — if  it 
can  be  called  alone,  when  one  has  as  pleasant  companions  three 
prettily-bound  books,  containing  ^familiar  photographs  in  verse,' 
which  I  wish  to  introduce  to  the  reader. 

*  Familiar  Photc^aphs  in  Verse ' — the  title  is  the  author's,  and 
an  admirable  one  it  is.  It  exactly  describes  the  nature  of  his  verses. 
It  is  perhaps  also  suggestive  of  their  fete,  for  it  is  diflScult  to  say 
whether  they  have  that  in  them  which  stamps  them  as  permanent. 
When  the  first  of  the  series  came  forth — seven  years  ago — ^there 
was  much  speculation  as  to  the  authorship ;  and  although  it  came 
to  be  pretty  well  known  in  course  of  time  who  the  author  of  *  Olrig 
Grange'  was,  yet  it  is  only  the  other  day  that  his  name  has  ap- 
peared on  the  title-page  of  the  volumes  which  have  followed  each 
other  in  rapid  succession.  The  names  of  the  books  in  which  our  photo- 
graphs are  set  are,  in  the  order  of  their  publication,  *  Olrig  Grange,' 

*  Borland  Hall,'  and*  Hilda  among  the  Broken  Gods.'  Of  these 
perhaps  the  first  is  freshest  in  its  interest,  the  second  most  perfect  in 
its  form  and  in  the  sweetness  and  grace  of  some  of  its  songs ;  and 
the  third  the  highest  in  its  teaching  and  the  deepest  in  its  insight. 

Let  us,  then,  leisurely  turn  over  the  volumes,  pausing  at  some  of 
tile  photographs,  and  saying  something  as  to  the  history  of  the  more 
striking  ones.  They  are  by  no  means  all  good  photographs;  some  of 
them  are  pretty  much  caricatures,  while  others  speak  of  a  mal-adjust- 
ment  of  tlie  camera.  The  verse  in  which  their  history  is  told  is  by 
no  means  perfect,  and  yet  we  hope  to  show  the  reader  some  charming 
pictures,  and  let  him  hear  some  lines  worth  recollecting,  not  only  for 
the  thought  they  contain,  but  also  for  the  manner  in  which  it  is  set. 

The  first  photographs  are  those  of  a  brother  and  sister,  Thorold 
and  Hester,  ^last  of  all  the  Asgards  of  Olrig.'  They  make  a 
pretty  picture  as  they  wander  about  in  the  twilight  on  the  last 
evening  he  is  to  be  at  home :  the  brother,  tall  and  dark,  with  large 
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dreamy  eyas  seeming  to  gaze  *  into  a  world  of  wonders  fex  away ; '  the 
mster^  fiuur,  ^a  golden  blue-eyed  maid,'  ^slight  and  small,'  ^ sunny  and 
ifiitolUgeiit.'  Many  are  the  tender  reooUections  of  their  childhood 
they  are  recalling  as  they  pass  familiar  places  dear  by  reason  of  old 
association.  There  is  the  old  brook  still  tinkling  w  Hhrough  daisy 
mead  and  golden  broom;'  and  they  remember  how  they  usedto  plaee 
the  water-tmill  there,  so  that  of  nights^  as  they  nestJed  in  their  little 
beds,  they  might  hear  it  ^  clicking  in  the  gl^om.'  There,  too,  tiiey 
luad  caught  their  first  trout,  which  Hester,  proud  of  yet  sorry  for  it^ 
had.caeriedo^ut,  ^  complaining  of  its  doom,'  and  Hrying  each  pool 
if  its  life  had  gone  out/  .  There,  too,  where  the  stream  got  broad  and 
deep,  the  brother's  *  imping'  manhood  showed  itself  in  trying  to 
gather  for  his  sister  the  big  '  rasps '  and  brambles  which  grew  on  the 
hither  side.  They  call  to  mind  how  it  was  here  they  were  lost  as  they 
'  dreamed  the  pilgrim's  dream,  and  went  forth  to  seek  the  New  Jeru- 
salem'; and  how  there,  by  the  sands,  they  had  played  at  Bobinson 
Orusoe  and  his  man  Friday.  Then,  as  they  grew  older,  they  remember 
how  they  still  kept  theij  childlike  faith,  but  harboured  great  thoughts^ 
and  came  imder  the  spell  of  great  names  and  glorious  deeds.  All  these 
had  now  become  things  of  the  past;  and  as  ti^ey  wander  on  amid  the 
^  soft  glories  of  the  moon,'  the  pain  and  mystery  of  the  future  settlee 
upon  -them,  and  sharp  r^rets  at  eomipg  •separation  rise  within  them. 
!taThprold'sheart  the  dreams  of  ambition  and  of  love  are  not  unmingled 
with  forebodings  of  coming  storm ;  while  Hester^,  shariog  his  hopos 
Inspirations,  is  yet  a  little  afraid  that  in  the  great  world  be  may 
l9pe!more  than  he  has  already  done,  the  old  &ith  of  bis  childhoocjU 
\9|^ith  a^  Scottish  mother's  ambition,  he  had  been  destined  for  the 
Cliureh;  , 

'  But  being  challenged  at  the  door  .  ^ 
Of  God's  high  Temple  to  indue  himself 
^ .  .  With  aOTOur  that  he  had  not  proved,  to  clothe. 

With  articles  of  ready-made  belief 
His  Faith  inquisitive,  he  rent  the  Creed 
Trying  to  fit  it  on,  and  cast  it  from  him ; 
Then  took  it  up  again,  and  found  it  worn 
With  age,  and  riddled  by  the  moth|  «nd  rotten. 

So  he  goes,  like  many  another,  to  the  great  *  world  of  London,'  and 
for  a  time  it  is  very  lonely  for  Hester.  She  rather  rebels  against  her. 
fate  at  first :  tiiinks  it  hard  that  girls  should  be  kept  away  from  ^  all 
the  enterprise  of  life,'  and  wonders  if  she  should  not  follow  to  London. 
But  she  remembers  how  he  dislikes  the  girl  who  endeavours  to  push 
her  way  with  *her  flag  of  woman's  rights  unfurled ;'  and  besides,  there 
is  another  who  might  long  for  her  occasionally;  for  has  she  not  a  little 
romance  of  her  own  ?  and  does  her  heart  not  beat  strangely  when  a 
certain  Herr  Professor  Hermann  Kunst,  editor  of  those  poems,  issues 
fprth  out  of  the  elm  ^k  at  evening  dim,  ^  singing  loud  and  dear  a. 
Burschen  song  or  a  Luther  hyron.'  Much  time,  however,  has  she  to 
think  of  her  brother.  She  dreads  that  he  may  set  his  love  on  some  one, 
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^  with  little-  either  of  heart  or  head  save  what  he  dowers*  her  .with.' 
Her  fears  are  too  well  fbanded,  for  love  was  the  rock  upcm  whiekha 
split*  In  London  he  meets  again  Eose  Dewhurst,  to  whom,  unknown 
to  his  sister,  he  had  plighted  his  love  ^  in  a  long  caress,'  one  evening 
on  the  *  grey  sea  shore.' 

Let  US  turn  the  page,  and  see  Bose's  mother  and  father,  and  the  asso* 
ciatioDB  amid  which  she  was  brought  up.  You  see  at  once  that  Lady 
Anoe  Dewhurst  is  somewhat  of  an  impossible  caricature.  To  use  one 
of  her  own  words,  she  is  almost  too  ^dreadful'  vulgair.  She  is  a 
strange  eombination  of  fiishion,  folly,  and  vulgarity ;  of  ^selfishness^ 
piety^' weariness,  and  worldliness.  She.  lives  upon  pride  and  porayers 
and  pills : — 

A  gorgeous,  pious,  comfortable  life 

Of  misery  ^e  lived;  and  all  the  sins 

Of  all  her  house,  and  all  the  nation'49  gins, 

And  all  shortcomings  of  the  Church  and  State, 

And  all  the  sins  of  all  the  world  beside, 

Bore  as  her  special  cross,  confessing  them 

Vicariously  day  by  day,  and  then 

She  comforted  her  heart,  which  needed  it. 

With  bric-ii-brac  and  jelly  and  old  wine. 

As  we  see  her,  she  is  surrounded  by  her  phials  and  scents,  hei  new 
novel,  her  Bible,  her  glass  of  wine,  and  a  book  on  the  Apocalypse 
written  by  hev  chosen. pastor.  She  is  scolding  the  world  in  gen^ml 
and  her  daughter  in  particulas.  She  blames  her  for  her  devotion  to 
teienoe,  coltare,  and  oommon  sense;  and  in  the  matrimonial  raee 
getting  behind  ber  .eompanions  -  with  ^  laughter  light  and  judgment 
dense ' — f  all  wives  in  a  season  or  so.'  She  rates  her  for  her  attachmait 
to  Thovold,  ^  that  puling  boy  with  the  Scotch  brogue  and  the  hungry 
look.'  She  strives  to  g^  her  to  captivate  the  Baronet.  No  doubt 
his  views  of  sin  are  by  no  means  sound,  and  he  will  not  hear  of  her 
favourite  doctrine — eternal  punishment;  his  morals  are  rather  loose; 
but  then  he  is  of  ^  the  right  old  blood,'  and  has  *  an  income  nice,'  and 
lever  touches  cards  or  dice  or  horses.  It  is  a  happy  sight,  she  think% 
to  see  a  man  of  his  rank  with  a  single  vice.  She  even  suggests  that 
her  daughter  should  employ  for  once  'the  arts  that  others  use  for  sin' 
to  win  his  erring  heart  back  to  a  purer  life.  She  is  a  Herrible' 
woman  altogether  this  Lady  Anne  Dewhurst,  and  it  is  with  a  sense  of 
relief  that  we  turn  to  her  husband  the  squire,  whom  she  has  helped  to 
make  the  musty  old  fellow  he  is — '  a  grey  old  man,  sitting  in  a  dim 
grey  room,  wrapt  in  a  dressing  gown  of  soft  grey  stuflF.'  In  other 
circumstances  and  with  other  surroimdings,  we  are  led  to  infer,  he 
might  have  been  a  useful  and  serviceable  man.  But  having  to  live  in 
London  half  the  year,  and  having  no  taste  for  politics  or  fashion,  he 
took  to  science ;  and  his  study,  in  which  he  is  seated,  is  covered  with 
books  and  papers  and  instruments  and  dust.  With  all  his  ^pottering' 
at  science,  however,  and  his  feeble  cynical  sneering,  he  had  one  fiesh 
pQie  affection — a  great  love  for  Hose,  'the  stately  daughter  of  his 
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house.'  Yet  he  is  at  this  moment  scolding  her,  as  her  mother  did  a 
little  before.  Only  last  night  he  had  found  his  favourite  beetle 
crushed  and  mangled  upon  the  floor,  and  now  his  daughter  must  needs 
&11  in  love,  and  '  coo  and  bill.'  The  ^  fellow '  had  been  to  him,  and 
talked  of  marriage  and  love,  as  if  he  did  not  know  well  enough  that 
that  meant  ^  settlements  and  cash.'  He  hadn't  enough  to  keep  hk  hand- 
some daughter  in  ^  flowers  and  gloves  and  wine.'  He  had  genius  and 
prospects :  but  could  they  eat  prospects  ?  Would  his  trumpery  genius 
be  a  dinner,  or  a  dinner  bell  ?  But  as  he  sees  the  tears  gather  on  his 
daughter's  face,  he  relents  a  little ;  he  allows  he  is  a  handsome  fellow, 
true  and  modest  in  his  way.  He  admits  that  he  once  liked  him 
and  praised  him  to  his  friends.  He  may  wed  their  daughters  any  day 
he  liked. 

But  this  I  could  not  bear  to  see, 
My  Bose  stuck  in  his  button-hole, 
And  shunned  like  any  stained  soul 
By  a  world  that  hates  all  poverty — 
And  the  world  is  perfectly  right,  on  the  whole. 

He  relents  still  further  on  hearing  she  had  just  been  consulting  her 
mother,  to  whom  he  bids  her  go.  He  knows  well  what  kind  of  comfort 
she  would  get  in  that  quarter.  Yet  he  cannot  give  his  consent. 
Even  were  she  to  leave  him  for  a  home  happy  and  honoured,  it  would 
be  the  last  bright  day  that  would  ever  come  to  him.  Besides,  he 
thinks  he  reads  his  daughter's  heart  aright.  She  does  not  love 
Thorold  with  a  love  that  is  her  fate.  She  is  no  heroine.  She  would 
never  be  able  to  play  a  common  and  obscure  part,  to  watch  the 
coming  of  the  tradesmen's  carts,  and  yet  to  make  herself  look  smart 
and  neat  in  a  twopenny  print  and  a  muslin  frill.  Poor  Rose  is 
dismissed  with  a  lament  over  the  degeneracy  of  her  race,  none  of 
the  present  members  of  it  being  able  to  dare  a  noble  fate.  They  can 
neither  be  ^  small  nor  great.'  We  turn  over  the  pages,  leaving  Mater 
Domina,  and  Pater,  and  come  upon  Bose,  dressed  like  a  penitent  in 
sombre  black,  pacing  her  room  in  dire  distress,  debating  within  herself 
as  to  her  future,  sometimes  saying  ^  I  will,'  and  then  dropping  her  head 
and  sobbing  ^  I  cannot.'  She  feels  intensely  the  gravity  of  her  position. 

I  am  to  choose 
Deliberately  the  mean  life  I  have  proven 
And  knowing  it  so  hollow,  heartless,  vain, 
And  knowing  too  the  better  life  of  love. 
And  knowing  it  may  break  a  noble  heart, 
And  make  mine  own  a  lean  and  barren  hearty 
I  am  to  seal  a  covenant  with  darkness, 
And  sign  my  own  death  warrant. 

The  words  in  which  she  finally  bids  good-bye  to  Thorold  and  her  love 
are  very  fine,  full  of  passion  and  force,  yet  hopelessly  sad  in  their 
despair.  And  Thorold  I — the  last  look  we  get  of  him  is  on  his  death- 
bed, dying  of  over-work  and  too  much  love,  at  peace  with  Grod  and 
man,  ^  only  he  had  forgotten  how  to  sleep.'    He  is  dying  in  his  old 
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room.  The  old  flowers  are  tossing  at  the  window — wafting  in  sweet 
iooense.  The  pink  roses  are  knocking  at  the  window  pane,  and  all 
the  old  sounds  of  humming  bees,  and  whispering  trees,  and  running 
brooks  and  rustling  of  autumn  grain,  are  in  his  ear.  Hester  is  nursing 
him.  He  takes  her  hand  in  his — the  dear  little  hand  that  was  always 
gentle.  He  holds  the  dainty  fingers  up  to  the  sunshine,  and  sees  the 
red  light  through  them  as  in  days  of  old.  He  has  his  old.  college 
books  beside  him — ^his  Homer  and  his  Terence,  with  a  small  flower 
in  it  lying  near  the  fortieth  page.  He  thinks  of  the  book  he  has 
written,  and  of  the  one  he  was  to  write ;  but  ever  in  his  talk  with 
his  dster  he  comes  back  to  the  subject  of  his  old  love.  He  makes 
excase  for  Rose.  Considering  all  her  surroundings,  it  seemed  to  him 
to  be  a  wonder  she  was  so  noble  as  she  was.  She  looked  so  sad  and 
pale  the  last  times  he  had  seen  her.  Hester  must  not  blame  her. 
As  it  was,  she  had  made  his  path  more  smooth.  She  had  shed  some 
light  upon  his  lot.  He  had  had  the  hectic  spot  of  old.  He  had 
sought  to  wed  her  young  life  to  a  fated  tomb.  He  is  dying.  He  feels 
he  rests  peacefully  on  the  Strong  One's  breast.  His  old  doubts  no 
more  fret  him.  He  does  not  know  if  his  faith  is  quite  regular  and 
orthodox,  yet  he  can  say, — 

But  all  through  life  I  see  a  Cross, 

Where  sons  of  God  yield  up  their  breath; 
There  is  no  gain  except  by  loss, 

There  is  no  life  except  by  death, 

There  is  no  vision  but  by  Faith, 
Nor  glory  but  by  bearing  shame. 
Nor  justice  but  by  taking  blame ; 

And  that  Eternal  Passion  saith, 
Be  emptied  of  glory  and  right  and  name. 

And  so  we  leave  him — glad  that  in  the  end  he  can  take  up  the  prayer 
of  childhood  learned  at  a  mother's  knee. 

In  *  Borland  Hall,'  which  in  some  pretty  lines  is  dedicated  to  Mr. 
Gladstone,  we  come  on  a  snowy  night  across  a  set  of  Aberdeen 
students  holding  revelry  and  singing  songs  of  love  and  patriotism. 
In  a  room  below  them  sits  Austin  Lyell,  working  and  dreaming  by 
turns,  wondering  why  he  should  not  join  in  the  jolly  carouse  of  the 
splendid  yoimg  scamps  upstairs.  What  will  his  learning  do  for  him, 
even  if  he  acquires  all  he  wishes  ?  Should  he  not  toss  to  the  winds 
bis  dreams  of  ambition,  and  taste  with  a  relish  all  the  pleasures  that 
life  gives.  Upstairs  he  hears  Ralph  sing  a  song  of  the  days  that  are 
gone.  He  rises.  He  goes  to  the  window  in  dreamy  mood.  The 
snow  has  ceased,  but  everything  is  white — white  the  sand  dunes,  and 
white  the  beach,  where  the  breakers  tumbled  and  fell ; 

And  what  was  snow,  and  what  was  spray, 
It  was  hard  for  the  eye  to  tell. 

His  thoughts  wander  back  to  his  old  home,  his  dead  first  friend  whom 
he  loved,  and  his  mother.  Of  late  she  does  not  seem  to  be  what 
she  used  to  be.   Her  letters  have  strange  language  in  them  hinting 
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•of 'ebange.  He  prays  God  to  hdp  him  to  make  his  life  txue  to  his 
thought  of  Him  and  the  hope  of  her  love. 

Time  passes*  Austen  Lyell  is  summoned  home.  His  mother  is 
dying,  but  before  she  dies  she  has  a  story  to  tell  him.  In  a  high- 
backed  ohair,  seated  erect,  with  the  shadow  of  death  on  her  fece^  41 
Bible  before  berj  and  a  spinning-wheel  at  her  sidey  she  told  him  her 
history.'  She  feels  that  death  will  not  come  to  her  till  she  has  told 
what  is  (m  her  mind,  '  and  until  she  has  made  kim  promise  on  <  the 
Book'  to  do  her  will.  She  tells  him  that  she  had  come  to  Borland 
Hall  a  poor  widow  of  half  a  year — ^he  her  baby — to  manage  the  house 
ibr  the  laird,  a  far-off  cousin,  a  widower,  with  only  a  girl  to  heir  the 
Ittnd — his  ^  bonnie  May,  ever  blythe  and  gay,  ever  so  dainty,  wfaitey 
and  saintly.'  She  did  net  love  this  child  at  first,  because  she  feltilHifc 
ishe  was  better  than  herself,  and  because  she  ever  came  betwixt  hw 
and  a  thought  of  her  own  boy  being  Isird  there  some  day.  One  day 
May  fell  into  the  water.  To  her  horror-stricken  boy  she  tells  of 
the  wild  thought  that  leapt  in  her  heart,  and  she  realised  fully 
^the  thing'  that  was  in  her.  It  was  not  for  herself,  but  for  the  love 
she  bore  the  boy.  If  she  sinned  it  was  for  him.  But  she  mastered 
the  horrible  thought.  She  saved  the  child.  Bonnie  May  grew  up. 
She  loved  one  who  came  about  the  house — '  one  of  your  fine-feathered 
gay  young  men,'— 

Curled  and  scented,  ringed  and  gloved. 
Selfish  and  useless,  and  feeble  of  will. 
With  nothing  to  do  but  his  time  to  kill. 

Her  father  forbade  her  to  speak  to  him  when  the  widow  told  him  the 
state  of  matters.  But  still  they  met,  and  the  widow  knew  of  their 
meeting.  One  morning  the  little  bird  was  not  found  in  her  nest^ 
and  the  laird  never  looked  on  his  '  bonnie  May '  after  she  married  her 
'popinjay.'  The  widow's  course  was  now  easy.  She  made  herself 
more  indispensable  than  ever  to  the  laird.  She  managed  to  clear  off 
all  his  debts,  and  finally  they  were  married.  Not  long  afterwards  he 
dies,  leaving  everything  to  her.  Very  skilfully  does  she  unfold  the 
different  details  of  her  story  to  her  boy.  Very  fiercely  does  she  insist 
upon  his  keeping  the  word  he  had  pledged  to  her  before  she  began  the 
narrative,  which  turned  him  sick  and  crushed  his  one  belief — ^feith  in 
his  mother.  She  tells  him  that  May  and  her  husband  are  dead,  but 
there  are  children.  No  doubt  they  would  '  try  the  law ; '  but  she  b^s 
him  with  a  fierce  tenacity  to  *grip  to  the  land.'  On  his  remon- 
strating, she  charges  him  with  paltering  with  faith  and  playing  with 
an  oath,  with  killing  her  who  had  loved  him  better  than  she  had 
loved  her  Lord.  She  will  keep  him  to  his  oath.  If  May's  children 
are  poor,  let  them  have  money — '  Only  grip  to  the  land,  and  plea  it 
out ;  It  is  yours  by  right,  there  is  never  a  doubt.' 

With  these  words  on  her  lips  she  falls  back  dead.  The  shock  to 
her  son  was  intense.  To  have  such  a  revelation  made  at  such  a  time 
of  the  character  of  the  mother  he  had  almost  worshipped,  who  had 
been  to  him  '  as  a  bulwark  against  the  sea  of  doubts  that  beset  him/ 
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tbe  ^ferest  land  that  k^t  safe  from  the  desert  wind  >  and  driAhig 
sandstorms  the  fields  that  he  cultivated  and  kept  for  Q-od.*  It  drove 
him  mad  to  think  that  his  mother,  whom  he  looked  upon  as  God's 
stem  witness,  could  have  been  so  base.  No  wonder,  in  his  present 
mood,  the  speech  with  which  he  prefaces  the  reading  of  the  will  is  a 
powerful  piece  of  bitter,  taunting,  mocking  irony. 

We  turn  over  the  pages  and  come  to  photographs  of  a  brother  and 
sister — Paul  and  Milly  Graunt — the  one  an  artisan  with  a  turn  for 
mathematics  and  inventions ;  the  other  also  a  worker  for  her  bread — 
for  they  were  poor — a  ^glorious  girl,'  with  a  Uue  woman's  sense,  and 
tacty  and  keen  insight ;  ^  a  scholar  eager  still  to  learn,  a  teacher  careM 
to  instruct.'  She  found  her  great  delight- in  het  evenings  with  h^er 
brother,  and  seeing  the  esteem  in  which*  he  was  held  by  those  wh6 
used  to  frequent  their  house.  Amongst  these  'Were  our'  old  friends 
the  Herr  Professor  and  Madame*  Hester ;  also  Darrel,  Austen  Lyell^ 
and  others,  Milly's  picture  is  altogether  a  very  charming  one^ 
There  was  nothing  little  about  her,  ^save  the  Uttle  ways  which 
brighten  home  and  are  a  woman's  praise.' 

A  bright  young' girl  as  glad  as  summer  air, 
A  laughing  rosy  girl,  with  sunny  hair 
That  loosely  ranged  about  a  joyous  isjcQy 
like  a  gold  glory. 

Very  pleasant  are  the  evenings  at  *  The  Howf,'  and  very  delightful 
the  conversation.  When  they  are  alone,  Milly  sings  while  Paul  draws. 
Sometimes  they  have  long  talks  together.  One  evening  he  is  dis- 
coursing about  labour  and  capital — words  which  it  would  do  both  our 
working  men  and  capitalists  good  to  read — and  speaking  about  the 
good  old  times  when  master  and  man  were  brothers,  eating  at  the 
same  board,  and  the  master  was  master  and  true  artisan,  knowing  all 
t^e  craft  of  the  men ;  while  the  men  were  men,  not  mere  hands,  whose 
only  quarrel  was  who  could  strike  the  deftest  blow,  and  a  'prentice 
with  brains  in  his  head  might  look  to  his  master's  daughter.  He 
goes  on  to  tell  her  in  what,  from  his  point  of  view,  the  true  capital 
force  of  the  country  consists — the  power  of  work,  the  nice  judging 
eye,  the  brains  to  perfect  machinery,  and  the  knack  of  well-trained 
slrill.  He  hopes  the  strike  may  do  some  good  in  putting  the  men  in 
a  better  position,  and  is  asking, 

Can  that  be  Grod*s  plan, — 

Palaces  yonder  on  airy  hills. 

And  homes  down  here  among  smoking  mills  % 

when  a  foot  is  heard  on  the  stair.  It  is  Austen  Lyell,  with  gaunt 
and  haggard  and  ghastly  face,  and  great  eyes  all  aflame.  He  gives 
them  an  account  of  the  wandering  life  he  has  been  leading,  but  now 
he  comes  seeking  work  from  Paul — he,  the  scholar  of  his  year !  My 
readers,  ere  this,  will  haVe  guessed  the  end ;  but  it  will  be  well 
worth  their  while  to  read  for  themselves  how  the  news  of  Borland 
Hall  being  theirs  is  brought  to  Paul  and  Milly,  and  how  Austen  is 
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still  able  to  live  when  he  cares  in  the  old  home,  in  which  his  mother 
longed  to  see  him  dwell  as  heir. 

*  Hilda  among  the  Broken  Gods '  is  dedicated  to  Mr.  Theodore 
Martin — 

But  a  slight  offering,  nothing  more 
Than  you  shall  get  from  lark  or  linnet, 
Or  homely  sparrow  at  the  door — 
A  song  which  from  the  heart  I  pour, 
It's  only  worth  the  heart  that's  in  it. 

And  there  is,  we  think,  more  hmrt  in  it  than  in  either  of  the  others. 
It  is  full  of  delicate  tender  sentiment  that  can  hardly  fail  to  charm 
and  captivate  the  reader.  The  picture  of  Hilda  is  almost  perfect. 
Here  the  author  is  painting  with  his  purest,  freshest,  brightest  colours. 
It  is  as  if  he  had  painted  a  rose  or  lily  so  well,  that  as  we  bend  over 
it  we  can  imagine  we  breathe  its  delicious  fragrance.  His  Hilda 
fascinates  and  charms  us ;  and  though  not  blind  to  the  defects  in  her 
character,  we  yet  love  her  all  the  more  because  of  her  being  just 
exactly  what  she  was.  It  is  her  husband  who,  however,  first  engages 
our  attention — Claude  Maxwell,  a  poet.  They  were  cousins.  As  he 
looks  back  upon  their  married  life,  he  thinks  some  of  its  mischance 
might  be  put  down  to  this  fact : — 

For  cousinship  will  hardly  grow  to  perfect  wedded  love ; 
There  lacks  the  charm  of  wonder  and  the  mystery  of  fear. 

Yet  he  loved  his  Hilda.  'Though  she  broke  his  heart  in  pieces 
every  bit,'  he  says,  *  he  would  love  her  still ;  all  the  fragments  broken 
small  would  but  glass  as  many  Hildas  in  the  mirror  of  his  mind." 
He  tells  of  their  early  happiness.  He  thinks  it  was  his  ambition 
that  first  broke  the  spell  and  showed  that  they  were  twain.  She 
did  not  share  in  it — dtd  not  seem  to  care  for  his  verses,  and  only 
valued  them  for  the  guineas  they  brought  in,  which  she  needed  to 
help  their  modest  income.  There  came  a  fear  upon  him  that  in 
the  deeper  life  of  life  they  might  fail  to  meet.  In  his  lament  after 
her  he  recognises  that  she  perhaps  saw  through  his  ambition,  which 
sought '  less  to  better  life  than  just  to  make  himself  a  name ' : — 

And  was  truer  to  the  fact,  in  all  her  seeming  commonplace. 

And  the  simple  homely  method  of  her  quiet  life,  than  I — 

With  my  thoughts  away  in  dreamland,  and  its  haze  about  my  face. 

The  little  rift  within  the  lute,  alas  1  widened  apace.  The  death  of 
their  baby  did  not  lessen  it.  Hilda's  friend,  Winifred  Urquhart, 
'Materialist,'  increased  it;  while  Claude's  religious  views  hurt  her 
more  and  more,  as  the  reader  will  see  when  he  turns  to  the  exquisite 
lines  in  which  Hilda,  saint-wife,  tells  her  story.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  find  anything  written  of  late  years  which  so  tenderly  and  delicately 
tells  the  story  of  a  woman's  heart.  With  perfect  purity  and  grace 
she  tells  of  their  honeymoon,  and  how  she  knew  not  the-  *  rest  of 
love '  till  they  sat  together  in  their  own  home,  in  their  little  white 
room.    Then  her  heart  overflows  with  happiness.    There  is  sunshine 
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without  and  within  her,  flooding  her  young  life,  and  making  it  sing 
for  very  joy ;  such  exultant,  exuberant  blisrf  of  living  and  loving  as 
some  may  remember  to  have  once  possessed,  a  memory  as  of  sweetest 
music,  of  divinest  song — ^alas  I  that  it  should  only  be  a  memory. 
It  is  that  bliss  which  makes  us  pause  and  ask,  as  Hilda,  saint-wife, 
asked,  *  Am  I  wrong  to  be  happy  ? '  and  makes  her  burst  forth — 

What  if  my  idol  were  broken?    Truly  my  heart  it  would  break. 
What  if  Heaven  should  be  wroth  at  my  shrining  and  sainting  a  man 
Sinfdl  and  mortal  as  1 1    Yet  Grod  too  I  love,  all  I  can ; 
My  heart  is  truer  to  Him,  the  more  I  am  loved  and  caressed, 
And  surely  He  cannot  be  jealous  qf  love  He  has  bidden  and  blessed. 

The  first  suspicion  she  has  of  their  ways  being  somewhat  different 
is  when  they  together  visit  the  cottages  of  the  poor  people  in  their 
neighbourhood.  She  longs  to  do  some  good  to  them,  to  tidy  their 
rooms,  to  open  the  window  a  bit,  to  teach  the  children  a  lesson,  to 
read  to  the  old.  But  he  does  not  encourage  her ;  tells  her  to  take 
care  not  to  interfere  with  their  life ;  to  beware  she  does  not  become 
half  ashamed  of  any  good  she  may  do  compared  with  the  good  she 
was  getting  from  lives  so  himian  and  true.  Then  she  notices  that 
her  husband  is  often  strangely  silent  by  day  and  dreamy  at  night ; 
does  not  sit  by  her  as  he  used  to  do.  And  yet  these  may  be  only 
fancies  of  hers — '  the  himger  of  love,'  ever  breeding  *  dream  visions 
of  pain.'  But  again  she  is  troubled  about  his  faith.  He  loves  her, 
tiat  she  knows ;  '  but  yet  if  he  love  not  God,  what  is  her  poor  heart 
to  do  ? '  She  finds  out  it  is  not  of  religion  he  writes.  She  discovers 
he  is  a  poet.  Perhaps  she  was  not  glad  enough  ;  but  at  the  time  she 
was  pk^ed  with  'those  horrible  tradesmen's  books.'  She  cannot 
enter  into  his  dreams,  or  he  does  not  let  her  do  so.  He  cannot 
understand  her  allowing  domestic  troubles  to  worry  her  : — 

He  laughs  at  me,  vowing  that  poets  should  never  pay  bills,  but  draw 

At  large  on  the  shopkeeping  world,  exempt  from  aJl  action  at  law ; 

Honouring  bakers  and  butchers  enough  by  eating  their  things ; 

For  angds  pay  not  a  jot  for  repairing  the  plumes  of  their  wings. 

And       are  not  charged  by  the  flowers  they  visit  for  tapping  the  honey— 

I  am  not  quite  sure  i^^t  he  means,  but  I  know  he  is  loose  about  money. 

One  day  she  persuaded  him  to  go  to  church  with  her  on  the  Com- 
munion Sunday,  thinking  he  might  be  led  to  join  her  at  the  *  Holy 
Table.'  Alas !  what  was  wrong  with  the  good  old  pastor  that  day? 
The  very  psalms  he  read  were  full  of  curses ;  his  sermon  was  a  ^  loud 
devil's  chorus.'  She  felt  that  she  had  done  more  harm  than  good. 
That  night  he  wrote  some  verses  entitled  '  The  Self-Exiled.'  They 
tell  of  a  soul  coming  to  the  gate  of  heaven — a  soul  ransomed  and 
forgiven,  and  white  as  snow.  St.  Peter  wishes  her  to  enter  in,  but  she 
says  she  may  not.  She  must  go  *  across  the  gulf  where  the  guilty  dead 
lie  in  their  woe.'  If  she  enters  heaven,  she  may  not  pass  to  where  they 
be ;  she  could  not  speak  her  soul's  desire  to  those  ^  lying  distraught 
and  weak  in  flaming  fire.' 

No.  596  (ko.  CXTI.      8.)  B 
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I  had  a  brother,  and  also  another 

Whom  I  loved  well ; 
What  if,  in  anguish,  they  curse  each  other 

In  depths  of  hell  % 
And  the  Angels  all  were  silent. 

How  could  I  touch  the  golden  harps 

When  all  my  praise 
Would  be  80  wrought  with  giief-full  warps 

Of  their  sad  days  % 
And  the  AngeLs  all  were  silent. 

St,  Peter  r^nonstrates  with  her,  asking  her  if  she  can  love  the  Lord, 
and  yet  abide  without,  afar  from  Him  : — 

*  Should  I  be  nearer  Christ,'  she  said, 

*  By  pitying  less. 
The  smful  living,  or  woeful  dead 

In  their  helplessness? ' 
And  the  Angels  all  were  silent. 

Would  she  be  liker  Christ,  '  to  love  no  more  the  loved,  who  in  Uieir 
anguish  lie  outside  the  door  ? '  The  Lord  Himself  stood  by  the  gate 
and  heard  her  speak.  He  tells  her  He  will  go  with  her,  for  He 
says — and  this  seems  to  be  the  weak  point  in  the  verses — ^He  is 
*  weary  of  all  this  glory,  too.' 

*  We  will  go  seek  and  save  the  lost. 

If  they  will  hear. 
They  who  are  worst  but  need  me  most. 

And  aU  are  dear :' 
And  the  Angels  all  were  silent. 

Other  verses,  entitled  '  Judas  Iscariot,'  are  written  in  the  same 
vein.  They  hurt  Hilda ;  she  cannot  understand  them ;  and  Winifred 
Urquhart  and  her  husband  together  mock  her  faith  and  break  in  with 
jest  upon  what  she  considered  the  sacred  teaching  of  her  childhood. 
Her  baby  dies  and  all  her  life  is  darkened.  It  is  as  if  the  old  stars 
of  heaven  were  changed  and  dim,  and  were  not  in  their  old  places. 

Winifred  is  a  materialist;  her  faith  is  not  so  selfish  as  the 
Christian's — 

Who  only  will  die,  if  they  can 
Hope  to  knit  up  again  from  the  dead 
The  old  tangled  hank  of  their  thread. 
A  nobler  faith  ours ;  for  we  know 

That  the  organs,  dissolving  for  ever, 
Shall  paint  the  spring  flowers  as  tliey  grow ; 

But  we  shall  retimi  again  never ; 
And  we  grudge  not  the  life  that  shall  give 
Larger  life  unto  them  that  do  live. 

At  first  she  tries  to  cheer  Hilda,  but  she  found  it  of  little  use.  '  It 
was  always  that  baby,  forsooth  !  as  if  blossoms  never  were  nipt,'  and 
no  other  babies  had  slipt  away  to  the  peace  of  the  worm.  Then  she 
finds  the  husband  pleasant,  and  devotes  herself  to  him  ;  and  things  get 
worse  and  worse. 
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Hilda  gets  under  the  influence,  first,  of  Luke  Sprott,  evangelist, 
and  then  of  the  Rev.  Elphinstone  Bell,  priest ;  both  of  whom,  as 
well  as  Winifred  Urquhart,  are  admirable  studies,  capital  photo- 
graphs, of  *  people  living  next  door  to  us  all.'  Readers  will  not  fail 
to  recognise  and  remember  them.  The  letter  Hilda  leaves  behind 
her,  when  she  resolves  to  go  away  for  awhile — ^having  *left  some  tears 
in  every  room ' — is  very  pathetic.  The  poet's  grief  when  he  discovers 
his  loss,  and  things  come  to  his  vision  in  a  way  in  which  they  never 
came  before,  is  described  with  powerful  and  passionate  force. 

The  last  photograph  we  have  is  of  a  group  of  soldiers  recovering 
from  sickness,  standing  near  a  tent  in  which  their  nurse  has  just  died. 

And  0  the  tears  ran  down  their  cheeks  like  rain. 

One  saidy '  There  is  not  a  man  in  oar  troop 

But  would  have  died  just  to  save  her  a  pain — 

I  would  have  died  for  her ;  so  would  a  score  of  us  ; 

Broken  and  maimed,  she  was  worth  many  more  of  us  ; 

God  help  the  poor  fellows,  now  she  is  gone ; 

She  was  like  my  mother  when  last  I  was  down.' 
When  the  news  was  told  at  the  drinking  bar,  the  flagon,  xmtasted, 
was  dashed  on  the  board ;  no  longer  were  the  cards  shuffled  or  the  dice 
rattled,  and  there  rose  a  cry — 

Who's  for  the  trenches  ?    We  must  have  it  out. 

Now  is  the  time,  lads,  to  try  the  Redoubt. 

Belted  with  hell-fire,  and  shrouded  with  smoke, 
Girdled  with  rifle-balls  as  with  a  wall, 

Yet  with  a  yell  from  the  trenches  they  broke, 
Plunging  through  rifle-balls,  hell-fire  and  all. 

'Twas  not  for  glory  they  stormed  the  Redoubt, 

'Twas  that  the  grief  of  their  wild  hearts  must  out. 

That  was  her  monument ;  and  they  cried, 

'  God  and  Saint  Bridget  I '  as  each  man  died. 
As  we  finish  *  Hilda  among  the  Broken  Gods,'  we  confess  to 
there  being  some  tears  in  our  eyes  and  a  longing  in  our  heart.  Our 
eyes  gaze  over  the  laughing  waters  of  the  glorious  sea  basking  in  the 
sun's  mid-day  splendour.    Our  thoughts  are  with  our  eyes  far  away. 
There  rises  before  us  a  fair  image  of  a  sweet  and  saintly  life,  not  un- 
like Milly  in  her  girlish  beauty ;  not  tmlike  Hilda  in  her  purity, 
charm,  simplicity,  and  self-sacrifice.    There  is  a  prayer  upon  our 
lips  that  for  all  who  knew  her — and  to  know  was  indeed  to  love  her — 
and  for  all  who  came  within  the  magic  of  her  sweet  presence — her 
'  unselfish  deeds,'  mightier  than  words,  might  drive  doubt  away, 
And  lead  us  into  light  of  better  day. 
And  love  which  is  the  soul  of  all  the  Creeds. 
But  there  is  a  knock  at  our  door.    It  is  ' Diamond' — ^for  such  is 
the  name  my  caddy  rejoices  in ;  and  he,  with  characteristic  &miliarity 
and  wondering  reproach,  is  asking  me  what  I  mean  by  keeping  the 
'  gentlemen '  waiting  for  their  *  foursome.'  And  thus  I  am  reminded 
that  the  business  of  life  at  Westward  Ho  I  is  not  poetry,  but  golf. 

Arthuk  Hill. 
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Weather  Forecasting. 

rE  study  of  weather,  always  popular  in  the  very  widest  sense,  has, 
within  these  last  few  months,  received  a  fresh  impulse  from  the 
daily  publications  of  the  forecasts  issued  by  the  Meteorological  OflSce, 
It  is — I  must  suppose — sufficiently  well  understood  that  these  forecasts 
are  based  on  some  scientific  principle ;  and  their  very  general  truth 
may  be  accepted  as  tending  to  show  that — within  certain  modest 
limits — the  principle  is  a  correct  one  :  but  what  the  principle  is,  or 
why  the  limits  of  its  present  application  should  be  so  narrow,  are 
points  which  have  not  yet  been  fully  realised.  It  is  difficult  to  clear 
the  mind  with  a  jerk  from  the  accumulated  empiricism  of  past  ages: 
and  yet  this  is  necessary  for  the  right  underptanding  of  the  present 
state  of  scientific  meteorology.  I  do  not,  of  course,  mean  tJo  say  that 
all  the  observations,  facts,  and  deductions  of  the  past  are  wrong :  very 
far  indeed  from  it.  Bightly  interpreted,  these  are  still  most  vsduable : 
but  they  need  a  rigid  interpretation  and  arrangement,  a  careful 
weeding,  a  ruthless  thinning  out,  before  they  can  be  permitted  to  take 
a  place  in  a  scientific  record.  And  this  is  a  work  of  time  and  diffi- 
culty ;  for  they  are  of  very  different  kinds,  and  have  been  embodied 
in  the  folk-lore  of  every  age  and  of  every  nation  ;  some  of  them  not 
unworthily,  whilst  others  are  simply  the  wild  ravings  of  ignorance  or 
superstition. 

Of  all  these,  those  most  in  favour  are  based  on  more  or  less  familiar 
astronomical  phenomena,  and  especially  on  the  changes  or  crossings 
of  the  moon.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  people  which  has  not  associated 
the  idea  of  a  change  in  the  weather  with  the  moon's  changing  phases; 
and  the  Sailing  Directions  issued  by  the  Admiralty — as  matter  of 
fact  and  unromantic  volumes  as  are  in  existence — do  all,  with  more 
or  less  clearness,  recognise  the  probability  of  such  change  at  the  full 
or  new  moon.  The  corresponding  idea  that  disturbed  weather  may 
be  expected  about  the  times  of  the  moon's  crossing  the  equator  is  that 
which,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  a  Mr.  Saxby  rather  pretentiously 
claimed  as  his  own,  and  put  forward  as  a  new  and  scientific  discovery. 
It  is  barely  necessary  to  say  that  it  was  neither  new  nor  scientific ; 
th^t  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  supposed  observation  or  dogmatic  asser- 
tion, the  truth  of  which  might  be,  and  actually  was,  positively  denied 
by  many  very  capable  authorities ;  and  though  I,  myself,  would  not  go 
quite  so  far  as  this,  I  am  going  to  what,  I  believe,  many  meteorologists 
will  consider  an  extreme  length,  when  I  say  that  it  seems  to  me 
highly  probable  that  there  is  some  connection  between  the  changes  or 
crossings  of  the  moon  and  changes  or  perturbations  of  the  weather ; 
but  that  as  to  what  that  connection  is,  what  gives  rise  to  it,  whether 
it  is  one  of  cause  or  of  mere  agreement,  and  in  what  way  it  manifests 
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itself— these  are  things  of  which  we  are  altogether  ignorant,  as  to 
which  we  cannot  pretend  to  speak. 

A  hah)  round  the  moon,  the  visibility  of  the  whole  disc  at  the  time 
of  new  moon,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the  old  moon  in  the  young*  moon's 
arms,  and  other  similar  appearances,  are  indications,  for  good  or  bad, 
of  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  :  but  beyond  those  which  have  reference 
to  such,  most  of  the  familiar  sayings  about  the  moon  are  utter  nonsense ; 
and  whether  there  are  two  new  moons  in  a  calendar  month,  or  only 
one ;  whether  the  new  moon  lies  on  her  back,  or  on  her  face ;  and 
whether  the  moon  changes  on  a  Saturday,  or  Sunday,  or  any  other 
day  of  the  week,  are  accidents  of  detail  which  have  no  meteorological 
import  whatever. 

I  am  afraid  the  popular  traditions  as  to  the  weather-influence  of 
certain  saints'  days  or  church  festivals  must  be  included  in  the  same 
category.  Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  thing  about  them  is  that 
they  still  live,  although  nearly  every  year  shows  their  worthlessness  ; 
that  the  weather  of  February  has  no  definite  relation  to  that  of 
Candlemas,  and  the  rain  of  July  or  August  absolutely  none  to  the 
state  of  the  sky  on  St.  Swithin's.  But  bearing  in  mind  that  these 
and  similar  traditions  date  back  many  hundred  years,  and — so  far  as 
they  ever  had  any  meaning — refer  to  points  in  the  calendar  a  week 
or  ten  days  later,  it  may  be  admitted,  in  fovour  of  St.  Swithin's 
claim,  that  when  a  noarked  change  from  wet  to  dry,  or  from  dry  to 
wet,  takes  place  towards  the  end  of  July,  it  is  not  unlikely  to  last  the 
next  month  through. 

Till  within  the  last  few  years,  the  idea  of  the  planets  having  any 
relation  to  our  weather  would  have  been  held  up  to  ridicule ;  but  the 
most  modem  opinion  is  that  there  is  some  such  relation  ;  though  in 
what  way,  or  to  what  extent,  is  undetermined."*  But  as  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  sun  there  is  no  doubt.  That  the  heat  of  the  sun  is  the 
first  cause  of  all  climatic  difference  and  seasonal  change  has  been  well 
established  ;  and  more  recently  it  has  been  maintained  that  the 
appearance  or  non-appearance  of  spots  on  the  face  of  the  sun  has  a 
direct  connection  with  weather,  and  points  out  years  of  flood,  or  storm, 
or  drought :  that  the  cycles  of  sun-spots  and  of  weather  coincide,  and 
are  to  be  referred  to  some  coiamon  cause.  How  far  this  may  be  true, 
few  would  now  undertake  to  say :  but,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  few 
would  venture  to  reject  the  idea  altogether.  More  startling  still  is 
Oie  idea,  lately  put  forward  by  Professor  Stanley  Jevons,  that  the 
cycles  of  sun-spots  agree  with  the  cycles  of  commercial  prosperity  or 
distress.  So  &r  as  these  might  depend  on  years  of  plenty  or  of  fitmine, 
on  good  or  bad  harvests,  this  would  be  virtually  the  same  idea  as  the 
other :  but  where  they  depend  on  the  humanity,  or  the  prudence,  or 
the  ambition  of  emperors  and  kingR ;  on  the  enterprise  and  ability, 
or  on  the  greed,  the  folly,  or  the  dishonesty  of  merchants  and  specu- 
lators, it  would  lead  to  the  theory  that  the  sun-spots  and  the  weather 
and  the  temper  or  judgment  of  mankind  are  all  related  to  each  other, 
and  that,  in  sober  physical  feict, — 
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There  is  a  tide  in  the  affidrs  of  men  i  ^' 

Which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune ; 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  bound  in  shallows  and  in  miseries. 

We  may  conceive  this  possible;  but  at  present  the  idea  is  little 
more  than  speculation,  and  has  had  its  rise  in  this  past  disastrous 
season  of  sun  spots,  and  bad  weather,  and  wars,  and  bankruptcies, 
and  perverted  judgments. 

Such  as  it  is,  however,  the  leading  principle  of  it  is  essentially 
the  same  as  that  of  the  old  Astrology  which  undertook  to  foretell 
alike  the  aflfairs  of  men  or  the  state  of  the  weather.  But  this  was 
altogether  empirical :  whatever  its  pretence,  whatever  labour  was 
spent  on  it,  its  predictions  could  not  stand  the  comparison  with 
the  events;  it  had  no  scientific  basis,  and  in  the  advance  of 
scientific  inquiry  it  fell  at  once  into  disrepute.  Headers  of 
'Quentin  Durwaid'  will  readily  remember  the  importance  which 
Louis  XI.  of  France  is  said  to  have  attached  to  the  warnings 
of  his  astrologer;  but  they  may  possibly  have  overlooked  the  ex- 
ceptional instance  in  which  common  sense  prevailed  over  super- 
stition. The  king — according  to  the  story — had  a  mind  to  hunt  one 
day,., and  being  doubtful  of  the  weather,  inquired  of  his  astrologer 
wheth^it  would  be  fair.  The  sage  answered  with  confidence  in  the 
affirmative.  At  the  entrance  of  tie  forest  the  royal  cot^c  was  met 
by  a  charcoal-man,  who  expressed  to  some  menial's  of  the  train  his 
surprise  that  the  king  should  have  thought  of  hunting  on  a  day 
which  threatened  tempest.  The  collier's  prediction  proved  true.  The 
king  and  his  court  were  driven  from  their  sport  well  drenched ;  and' 
Louis,  having  heard  what  the  collier  had  said,  ordered  the  man 
before  him. 

'  How  were  you  more  accurate  in  foretelling  the  weather,  my  fxiend,* 
siMd  he, '  than  this  learned  man  V  '  I  am  an  ignorant  mc^n,  Sire,'  a&swered 
the  oolHer  '  was  never  at  school,  and  cannot  r^  or  write  :  but  I  have  an 
astrologer  of  my  own,  who  shall  foretell  weather  with  any  of  them.  It  is, 
with  reverence,  the  ass  who  carries  my  charcoal,  who  idways,  when  bad 
weather  is  approaching,  points  forward  his  ears,  walks  more  slowly  than 
usual,  and  tries  to  rub.  himself  against  walls;  tind  it  was  from  these 
signs  that  I  foretold  yesterday's  storm.'  The  king  burst  into  a  fit  of  laugh- 
ing, dismissed  the  astrological  biped,  and  assigned  the  collier  a  small  pension 
to  maintain  the  quadruped,  swearing  he  would  never  in  fiiture  trust  to  any 
other  astrologer  than  the  charooal-man's  ass. 

Indications  such  as  those  here  spoken  of  have  been  familiar  to 
country-folk  from  the  earliest  times ;  for  it  is  quite  certain  that  the 
lower  animals  feel  approaching  changes  of  weather  in  a  way  which 
we  can  very  imperfectly  imderstand.  Still,  even  amongst  ourselves, 
there  are  many  who  are,  to  some  extent,  sensible  of  these  changes, 
and  the  sensation  is  generally  unpleasant.  Old  wounds  are  painful 
before  rain ;  the  head  aches  before  thunder ;  or  there  is  a  feeli^  pC 
imeasiness  difficult  to  explain,  but  none  tiie  less  real.    So  also  with 
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i^umals:  they  career  wildly  about  the  field  in  restless  excitement, 
they  scratch  themselTes  in  the  hedges,  they  rub  themselves  against 
(he  wall,  or  their  annoyance  finds  vocal  expression,  as  in  the  agonising 
yell  of  the  aristocratic  peacock,  or  the  discordant  hee-haw  of  the 
plebeian  donkey.  Such  signs  are  not  to  be  neglected  by  the  careful 
student  of  weather,  although  they  cannot  be  counted  as  strictly 
soientific.  The  evidence  is  of  the  natiure  of  hearsay,  and  can  only 
be  accepted  conditionally. 

The  indications  of  clouds  are  of  a  totally  different  character :  in 
the  study  of  them — old  as  it  is — we  have  the  germ  of  a  real  science, 
the  value  of  which  is  not  likely  to  be  underrated  by  anyone  who  has 
lived  in  the  country,  and,  even  without  paying  any  attention  to  it 
himself,  has  noticed  the  frequent  truth  of  the  predictions  of  some  old 
farm  labourer,  a  man  '  no  scollard,'  but  who  has  plodded  about  the 
fields  with  his  eyes  open.  To  attempt  a  verbal  description  of  clouds 
is  almost  a  hopeless  task :  to  those  who  do  not  know  clouds  as  clouds, 
words  will  convey  but  slight  idea  of  them;  to  those  who  do  know 
them,  words  are  useless.  I  will  therefore  only  shortly  name  some  of 
the  more  important  classes. 

The  very  high,  light,  stareaky,  fibrous,  white  clouds,  which  are 
&miliarly  called  '  mares'  tails,'  or  ^  goats'  hair,'  are  technically  known 
as  drrus.  The  drift  of  the  fibres  of  cirrus  shows  the  upper  wind 
plainly  enough ;  their  formation  in  a  clear  sky  is  very  often  a  pre- 
ciusor  of  rain. 

The  high  clouds — not  so  high  as  'cirrus — in  small,  detached, 
rounded,  white  masses,  like  a  flock  of  sheep  lying  down,  or  like  the 
markings  on  a  mackerel,  are  cvrro-eurmbliLa.  A  sky  flecked  wii^ 
&ar(MmmyJ/U8  is  commonly  called  a  '  mackerel  sky.'  In  some  parts 
rf  the  country,  Bedfordshire  for  instance,  these  little  rounded  clouds 
are  considered  a  sign  of  rain ;  they  are  said  to  be  ^  packets  of  rain' 
soon  to  be  opened.  At  sea  they  are  considered  rather  as  a  sign  of 
wind,  and  the  nautical  adage  goes — 

Mackerel  sky  and  mares*  tails 
Make  ships  carry  low  sails. 

Oirro-atratua,  though  still  high,  is  somewhat  lower  than  either  of 
these  others  ;  it  is  the  cloud  of  a  moderately  fine  day ;  it  may  spread 
out  as  a  sheet,  and  cover  the  greater  part  of  the  sky ;  or  it  may  be 
broken  up  into  large  or  small  fragments,  which  often  take  curious  or 
grotesque  shapes.  The  cloud  '  in  shape  like  a  camel,'  *  backed  like  a 
weasel,'  *  very  like  a  whale,'  was  doubtless  a  bit  of  cirro-stratus.  At 
a  little  distance,  when  their  edge  only  is  seen,  they  appear  as  lines, 
or  sets  of  lines,  streaky.  If  these  streaks  run  north  and  south,  they 
are  said  to  be  a  sign  of  fine  weather ;  but  to  portend  rain  if  they  run 
east  and  west ;  if  they  are  very  irregular  and  jagged,  they  make  what 
one  would  commonly  call '  an  angry-looking  sky,'  their  ideas  about 
which  the  seafaring  men  of  old  have  expressed  in  the  couplet — 

If  clouds  look  as  if  scratched  by  a  lien, 
Stand  by  to  lower  your  topsails  then. 
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Large  rounded  masses  of  cloud,  irregularly  heaped  together,  at 
BO  great  height,  are  cumulus.  Cumulus  may  be  black  or  grey, 
or  white,  when  the  masses  are  called  *wool  bags.'  If  they  grow 
bigger  rapidlj — more  especially  before  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon — sink  lower,  become  more  fleecy  and  irregular,  and  come 
up  against  the  wind,  they  are  a  pretty  sure  sign  of  rain ;  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  get  smaller  towards  sunset,  they  are  a  sign  of  fkir 
weather.  This  is  a  bit  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Shepherd  of  Banbury  r 
'  In  summer  or  harvest,  when  the  wind  has  been  south  for  two  or 
three  days,  and  it  grows  very  hot,  and  you  see  clouds  rise  with  great 
white  tops  like  towers,  as  if  one  were  upon  the  top  of  another,  and 
joined  together  with  black  on  the  nether  side,  there  will  be  thunder 
and  rain  suddenly. 

The  lowest  cloud  of  all  is  the  black  rain  cloud,  or  nirnime ;  on 
the  horizon,  and  as  it  advances  towards  the  observer,  its  front  often 
resembles  a  very  heavy  cumulus,  with  rain  falling  from  it,  and  with 
some  cirrus  above.  When  it  has  overspread  the  whole  sky,  it  is 
usually  so  mixed  up  with,  or  concealed  by,  falling  rain,  that  it 
generally  assumes  a  dark  uniform  appearance. 

Now  the  '  study  of  clouds  in  their  diflferent  shapes,  and  colours, 
and  behaviour,  gives  us  undoubtedly  a  scientific  bapis — ^so  far  as  it 
goes — for  weather  knowledge ;  and,  at  present,  it  is  by  it  alone  that 
we  can  tell  of  changes  in  the  upper  regions  of  the  atmosphere.  But 
of  itself  it  is  not  enough.  The  movements  and  forms  of  clouds, 
though  the  most  apparent  of  weather  indications,  are  not  only  by 
themselves  insufficient  and  often  misleading,  but  the  warning  which 
they  give  does  not,  as  a  rule,  precede  the  threatened  change  by  more 
than  an  hour  or  two.  What  everybody  asks  for  is  a  great  deal  more 
than  that.  If  only  in  arranging  for  a  picnic,  or  a  garden  party,  it  ia 
desirable  to  know  the  night  before  what  the  weather  is  to  be ;  to  the 
farmer  or  the  man  of  business  it  is  often  of  the  greatest  importance; 
to  the  fisherman  or  the  coasting  trader,  it  may  easily  prove  a  matter 
of  life  or  death.  It  is  from  this  very  serious  point  of  view  that  the 
Meteorological  Office  imder  the  Board  of  Trade  has  long  considered 
it,  and  has  devoted  a  large  proportion  of  its  work  to  the  improvement 
and  extension  of  those  *  storm  warnings '  which,  about  ten  years  ago, 
it  began  to  issue  to  our  coast  population. 

These  warnings  originated,  as  is  well  known,  in  the  devoted 
industry  of  Admiral  Fitzroy ;  but  the  attempt,  at  first,  was  rather 
premature,  and  their  correctness  was  very  doubtful;  they  were  con- 
sequently discontinued,  after  the  Admiral's  death,  for  some  years,  and 
when  recommenced  were  on  a  more  modest  footing ;  simply,  warnings 
that  a  gale,  or  bad  weather,  might  be  expected.  With  experience,  these 
were  further  developed ;  the  office  began  to  warn  for  direction  of  wind, 
as  well  as  for  force ;  and  were  able  with  increasing  certainty  to  fix  the 
limits  of  time  and  area.  Of  warnings  such  as  these,  complete  fore- 
casts were  the  natural  outcome ;  the  study  of  weather  and  weather- 
changes  on  the  coast  necessarily  led  to  the  study  of  them  inland,  and 
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to  a  careful  inquiry  into  the  connection  between  rain,  wind,  and  eloud, 
as  well  as  their  relation  to  the  fluctuations  of  those  all-important 
meteorological  instruments,  the  thermometer  and  barometer.  All 
this  has  been  going  on  for  years ;  and  now,  after  several  months' 
private  rehearsal,  the  Council  have  felt  justified  in  issuing  those  daily 
forecasts  which  are  published  in  many  of  the  morning  and  evening 
papers.  But  they  are  strictly '  forecasts ' ;  a  name  on  which  a  certain 
amount  of  stress  has  been  laid,  as  showing  that  they  are  cast,  or 
calculated  from  known  data ;  that  there  is  about  them  nothing  of 
the  nature  of  prediction  or  prophecy,  as  vulgarly  imderstood;.  no- 
charlatanry  or  hocus-pocus,  but  that  all  is  plain  and  above  board. 

In  attempting  to  describe  the  method  in  which  these  forecasts  are 
made,  and  the  basis  on  which  they  rest,  I  am  compelled  to  introduce 
a  few  words  on  the  causes  to  which  some  of  the  phenomena  may  be 
theoretically  referred ;  in  doing  so,  I  wish  to  avoid  any  discussion 
which  would  be  here  out  of  place,  and  will  only  say  that  of  the  rival 
theories,  some  part  of  each  is  probably  true ;  so  that  if  I  speak 
almost  exclusively  of  one,  it  is  rather  for  the  sake  of  that  clearness 
^ch  a  little  restrained  dogmatism  may  give. 

It  is,  then,  feoniliarly  known  that  a  stream  of  any  kind,  when 
interrupted,  tends  to  form  whirls  or  eddies :  the  same  is  indeed  true 
of  any  mobile  body :  a  ballet  dancer,  for  instance,  as  she  bounds  from 
the  wings  to  the  middle  of  the  stage,  there  stops  and  twirls  round; 
the  grace  with  which  she  does  this  results  &om  her  skill  and  art,  but 
the  gyration  itself  is  the  natural  tendency  of  matter  in  motion  when 
subjected  to  a  check.  Now  in  this  part  of  the  world  there  is  a 
gimeral  motion  of  the  air  from  west  to  east.  All  theory  apart,  this  is 
a  great  geographical  fact :  a  steady  west  wind  is  the  natural  condition 
of  things  in  this  country.  But  this  natural  condition  is  very  seldom 
left  to  show  itself.  Some  disturbance  or  other  changes  it  into  some- 
thing else;  for  any  disturbance  causes  it  to  form  a  whirl,  which 
may  easily  be  conceived  as  carried  along  in  the  great  stream  of  air 
towards  the  east.  This  succession  of  whirls  and  their  general  motion 
towards  the  east  are  established  facts ;  though  they  have,  as  I  said 
hefore,  been  referred  to  other  theories  than  that  to  which  I  have  just 
alluded :  but  into  the  discussion  of  this  question  I  do  not  propose  to 
enter ;  it  is  sufficient  for  my  present  purpose  to  state  the  bare  facts. 

These  whirls,  then,  have  two  very  remarkable  properties :  thej 
almost  invariably  turn  from  right  to  left,  as  against  the  sun,  or 
against  the  hands  of  a  watch ;  and  they  have  a  low  pressure  in  the 
middle.  The  theory  which  I  am  here  following  would  explain  this 
low  pressure  by  saying  that  the  air  is  thrown  out  fix>m  the  middle  of 
the  whirl  by  '  centrifugal  force ' ;  and  in  any  case,  the  idea  of  such  a 
centrifugal  tendency  will  serve  to  establish  the  facts  in  the  mind» 
Such  a  whirl  is  teclmically  knowai  as  a  cydone^  or  a  cyclonic  system 
of  wind ;  and  to  any  other  system  of  wind  the  name  cycUme  is  in- 
correctly given.  In  northern  latitudes,  a  cyclone  is  rigidly  defined  to 
be  an  atmospheric  whirl,  turning  against  the  sun,  round  a  centre  oi 
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k>w  pressure.  But  tb^  are  occasional,  though  exceptional  instances 
in  which  the  whirl  turns  in  the  opposite  direction,  that  is,  from  left  to 
right,  with  the  sun  ;  €md  then  it  has  in  the  middle  a  high  pressure. 
It-  is  thus  not  only  different  from  a  cyclone,  but  is  exactify  opposite, 
and  has  therefore  been  named  an  anti-cydone. 

Now  the  low  or  high  pressure  which  speaks  of  the  presence  of  a 
cyclone  or  of  an  anti-cyclone,  the  decreasing  or  increasing  pressure 
which  speaks  of  its  movement,  is  measured  by  the  barometer.  If  we 
know,  at  any  giren  time,  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  the  height  of 
the  barometer  at  a  large  number  of  stations,  the  cyclone,  or  anti- 
cyclone, can  be  mapped  down  with  some  approach  to  accm-acy,  and 
the  wind  and  atmospheric  pressure  at  any  other  station  within  the 
range  of  the  map  can  be  shown.  It  is  for  such  indications  that  the 
barometer  is  especially  valued.  I  may  say  at  once — even  at  the  risk 
of  offending  old-fashioned  prejudices — that  the  barometer  is  not  a 
*  weather-glass '  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term;  and  that  the 
l^end  on  the  clock-like  face  of  the  familiar  wheel  barometer  is 
arrant  nonsense.  As  a  mere  indicator  of  local  weather,  a  piece  of 
dried  seaweed  is  very  fiir  superior ;  or  if  ornament  is  to  be  combined 
with  utility,  the  little  shell-covered  cardboard  cottage,  with  the  old 
man  and  woman  in  the  doorway  :  this  does,  to  some  extent,  tell  the 
probability  of  rain  or  sunshine ;  it  is  meant  to  be  an  indicator  of 
weather,  tiie  barometer  is  not. 

'  When  the  pressure  has  been  observed  at  a  great  number  of 
stations,  it  will,  of  course,  be  found  to  be  the  same  at  many  of  them. 
Lines  drawn  joining  all  places  at  which  the  pressure  is  observed  to  be 
tfeie  same  are  called  ^  lines  of  equal  pressure,"  or,  more  technically, 
isoba/TB.  It  will  be  at  once  seen  that,  since  the  pressure  on  all  sides 
decreases  towards  the  centre  of  a  cyclone,  or  increases  towards  the 
centre  of  an  anti-cyclone,  the  isobars  form — very  roughly  speaking — 
ciydes  round  the  centre  of  low  or  hrg^  pressure ;  and  that  the  wind, 
blowing  also  round  the  centre,  is  tiierefore  blowing  along  the  isobars. 
This  curious  feust,  so  utterly  at  variance  with  what  used  to  be  taught 
not  very  many  years  ago — ^that  wind  must  necessarily  blow  from  a 
high  towards  a  low  pressure — ^is  clearly  the  result  of  the  circling, 
eddy-Uke .  motion  of  the  air ;  and  may  be  so  far  compared  with  a 
somewhat  similar  anomaly  which  may  easily  be  exhibited  in  a  bucket 
of  water.  Everybody  "has  learned  that  water  will  run  from  a  high  to 
a  low  level ;  but  if  water  in  a  bucket  is  stirred  sharply  round,  so  as  to 
fly  out  from  the  centre  and  be  heaped  up  towards  the  outside,  it  will 
at  once  be  seen  that  the  principlkl  motion  is  not  from  high  to  low,  but 
on  circling  levels,  corresponding  to  the  cyclonic  isobars. 

Thisj  then,  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  modem  meteorology, 
distinguishing  it  by  a  broad  Ime  'of  demarcation  from  the  past ;  the 
wind  blows  along  the  isobars  not  i|t  'rigfa<i  angles  to  them.  It  is 
this  which  has  been  embodied  in'i^>  law  to  which  Professor  Buys- 
Ballot's  name  is  attached,  by  ahnoet  *  tttiiVenitl  consent :  ^  If  you  stand 
with  your  back  to  the  wind,  you*  iaive,  in  4hese  northern  latitudes,  a 
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tower  pressure  on  your  left  hand  than  on  your  right.'  If  a  \^esterly 
wind  is  blowing  in  the  south  of  England,  the  barometer  reads  lower 
iD  Scotland  than  it  does  in  France  ;  and  conversely,  whilst  an  easterly 
wind  is  blowing  in  England,  the  barometer  is  lower  in  Prance  than 
in  Scotland. 

The  truth  of  this  law  is  corroborated  every  day  by  the  weather 
charts  issued  by  the  Meteorological  Office,  a  graphic  prSeis  of  which 
is  now  published  in  the  Times ;  but  its  importance  lies  not  so  much 
in  its  giving  us  some  idea  of  the  barometric  condition  of  the  atmo- 
sphere, in  distant  provinces,  at  any  present  time,  as  in  teaching  us 
how,  in  our  own  immediate  neighbourhood,  the  wind  will  blow  when, 
at  some  future  time,  the  barometric  readings  in  our  own  and  the 
adjacent  countries  have  been  subjected  to  some  specified  change.  In 
tMs  way,  by  the  help  of  Buys-Ballot's  law,  a  forecast  of  the  weather 
becomes,  to  a  great  extent,  a  forecast  of  barometric  changes  ;  and  to 
such  a  forecast  we  are  guided,  partly  by  a  knowledge  that  cyclones 
move  over  these  islands  in  some  easterly  direction,  and  more  oom- 
monly  towards  the  north-east,  but  still  more  by  the  careful  deter- 
mination of  the  direction  in  which  any  one  cyclone  is  actually 
moving,  based  on  the  telegraphic  reports  received  at  the  office  in 
London. 

The  future  course  of  a  cyclone  may  thus  be  for^itold,  not  indeed 
with  absolute  certainty,  but  with  very  great  probability.  When  we 
see  a  railway  train  passing,  we  can  foretell,  with  great  probability,  that 
in  some  definite  time  it  will  arrive  at  some  specified  place  known  to 
be  on  the  eame  line  of  rail :  but  not  even  in  this  is  there  absolute 
certainty;  fwr  owing  to  some  accident  or  other,  boilers  burst,  fire- 
bars tumble  out,  the  train  runs  off  the  line,  is  stopped,  or  is  -qviie 
brok^  up.  Some  similar  fate  may  befall  an  advancing  cyclone ;  and 
owiag  to  a  variety  of  causes,  themselves  irregular,  difficult  to  fbresee,' 
and  at  present  very  imperfectly  understood,  its  motion  may  become 
curiously  changed  or  distorted,  or  it  may  be  broken  up  into  a  number 
of  fragment^  each  exhibiting  on  a  small  scale  the  cyclonic  changes  of 
barometer  and  wind. 

A  not  unfrequent  type  of  change  of  direction  seems  to  be  due  to 
wme  exoeptionaJ  increase  of  pressure  over  Norway,  a  possible  cushion 
of  air  jammed  against  the  mountains — but  this  is  beyond  the  subject 
of  our  present  inquiry :  by  such,  the  advance  of  the  cyclone  is  dis- 
turbed, or  checked,  or  stopped  ;  from  such  it  occasionally  recoils,  at 
times  turning  right  round  and  recrossing  this  island  from  east  to  west, 
at  times  turning  southwards  and  coming  down  the  North  Sea,  thus 
giving  generally  an  expected  and  always  an  unusual  sequence  of 
changes.  If — ^as  most  commonly  happens — ^a  centre  of  low  pressure, 
that  is  to  say,  a  cyclonic  centre,  passes  along  a  line  drawn,  roughly 
speaking,  from  Glasgow  to  St.  Andrew's,  or  to  Aberdeen,  a  moment's 
consideration  will  show  that  over  all  England  and  the  southern  part 
of  Scotland  the  cyclone  has  in  fi-ont  a  southerly  or  south-westerly 
wind,  which  gradually  becomes  more  westerly,  with  a  falling  baro- 
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meter,  and  changes  towards  north-west  as  the  barometer  begins  to  rise 
again.  It  is  thus  that  in  this  comitry,  and  by  our  seamen  in  the 
Channel  or  the  Irish  Sea  or  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  a  falling  barometer  is 
considered  a  pretty  sure  sign  of  a  south-westerly  wind ;  a  rising  baro- 
meter,«on  the  other  hand,  of  a  shift  to  the  northward.  But  in  the 
exceptional  case  of  a  cyclone  turning  sharply  round  and  charging 
down  the  North  Sea,  we  have  the  puzzling  irregularity  of  a  north- 
westerly or  northerly  wind  with  a  falling  barometer  and  other 
peculiarities  which  we  are  accustomed  to  associate  with  the  idea  of  a 
southerly  or  south-westerly  wind :  and  this  is  only  one  way  in  which 
the  many  accidents,  to  which  a  well-formed  and  apparently  well- 
intentioned  cyclone  is  liable,  may  alter  its  movements  or  behaviour, 
and  falsify  the  predictions  based  on  observations  necessarily  imperfect, 
•r  on  a  generalisation  insufficiently  qualified. 

But  on  the  supposition  that  a  cyclone  passes  in  a  r^^ar  manner 
from  the  time  when  it  first  comes  within  the  scope  of  our  observa- 
tion, as  it  emerges  from  the  Atlantic  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland, 
it  will  easily  be  seen  that  if  the  direction  and  rate  of  its  advance  are 
noted,  its  position  at  any  future  time  till  it  has  quite  passed  over  us 
may  be  determined,  and  the  changes  of  the  barometer  and  of  the 
wind  may  be  charted  with  fair  accuracy.  That  'every  wind  has 
its  weather'  is  a  very  old  proverb,  not,  indeed,  imreservedly  true, 
but  none  the  less  true  with  certain  exceptions.  Of  these  I  shall 
presently  have  to  speak ;  but  the  familiar  illustrations  of  the  rule 
are  to  be  sought  for  in  the  cyclone,  which,  though  in  itself  exceptional, 
recurs  so  frequently  that  its  weather  peculiarities  have  come  to  be 
regarded  as  typical.  That  a  south-westerly  wind  is  warm,  moist, 
and  often  rainy,  is  a  very  familiar  experience;  that  a  northerly 
or  north-westerly  wind  is  cold  and  dry  is  nearly  as  familiar ;  and 
the  ready  explanation  is  that  the  souUi-westerly  wind  comes  to  us 
charged  with  the  warmth  and  vapour  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Ghilf 
Stream,  whilst  the  northerly  wind  brings  us  the  cold  of  Greenland 
or  the  Arctic.  This  simple  theory  is  to  some  extent  in  accordance 
with  fact ;  but  to  the  recent  and  still  continuing  investigations  of 
the  Eev.  W.  Clement  Ley  we  owe  not  only  a  more  comprehensive 
description  of  cyclonic,  weather,  but  a  singularly  ingenious  interpreta- 
tion of  it. 

It  has  long  been  the  custom  amongst  meteorologists  to  conceive 
the  cyclone  as  divided  into  two  halves  by  the  line  of  its  advance, 
named  right  and  left  in  the  same  way  as  the  banks  of  a  river, 
looking,  that  is,  in  the  direction  in  which  it  is  travelling.  Mr.  Ley 
now  proposes  another  division,  that,  namely,  by  the  diameter  drawn 
at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  its  advance ;  and  these  halves  he  would 
call  the  front  and  the  rear.  According  to  this  division,  a  cyclone  is 
quartered  into  right  and  left  front,  right  and  left  rear ;  and  Mr.  Ley 
believes  that  he  has  established  the  fact  that  the  diflferent  types  of 
weather  belong  not  so  much  to  the  different  winds  as  to  the  different 
quarters  of  the  cyclone.    He  describes  the  front  as  being  preceded 
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by  a  fringe  of  cirrus  and  very  high  cirro-stratus,  extending  in  streaks 
to  a  distance  of  perhaps  1 00  miles;  these,  as  they  advance,  curl 
upwards  and  outwards,  as  though  kept  asunder  by  electrical  repul- 
sion ;  but  as  they  come  over  the  observer,  they  are  then  *  seen  to  be 
more  or  lees  reticulated,  forming  a  filmy  sheet,  the  structure  of 
which  becomes  .less  and  less  discernible.'  In  other  cases  the  threads 
are  but  fiEtintly  marked  from  the  first,  and  '  the  sky  seems  simply  to 
become  gradually  overspread  with  a  milky-looking  film  of  whitish 
cloud  matter.'  Bit  by  bit  as  it  advances,  this  sheet  seems  to  grow 
downwards,  until  it  is  shut  out  from  our  view  by  the  interposition 
of ^dark  masses  of  lower  cloud  ;  the  barometer,  till  then  slightly  on  the 
rise,  begins  to  {iedl ;  the  sky  becomes  covered  with  nimbus,  and  rain 
is  more  or  less  general,  the  right  front  being  the  quarter  of  heaviest 
precipitation.  As  the  centre,  or  the  transverse  diameter  approaches, 
the  nimbus  breaks ;  on  the  right  side,  the  blue  sky  begins  to  peep 
tkough,  and  with  broken  showers  and  shower  cloiids,  cumulus,  cirro- 
stratus,  cirrus,  and  a  rising  barometer,  the  cyclone  passes  away ;  whilst 
on  the  left,  the  sky  is  frequently  overcast  and  hazy  to  the  last. 

In  explanation  of  these  appearances  Mr.  Ley  considers  that,  in 
general  terms,  the  air  throughout  the  front  of  the  cyclone  has  a 
sli^t  upward  movement,  the  expansion  due  to  which  is  of  itself 
enough  to  account  for  the  heavy  rain-£&ll  frequent  in  that  half;  the 
excess  in  the  right  front  depending  perhaps  on  its  geographical 
position.  He  considers  that  a  large  portion  of  the  air  which  has  so 
ascended  in  front,  having  been  whirled  round  and  having  its  moisture 
squeezed  out  of  it,  is  forced  downward  in  the  rear,  appearing  as  a 
northerly  wind,  cold  and  dry  by  reason  not  of  its  coming  from  the 
north,  but  of  its  coming  from  above.  It  is  from  this  condensation 
of  vapour  and  the  comparative  vacuum  so  formed  in  front,  this 
pressure  of  a  descending  cm'rent  in  the  rear,  that  Mr.  Ley  would 
attribute  the  onward  march  of  a  cyclone,  which  he  conceives  as 
continually  dying  out,  and  being  continually  re-formed  in  advance.  In 
this  I  am  unable  altogether  to  agree  with  him ;  but  it  is  a  point  on 
which — as  I  have  already  said — much  difference  of  opinion  exists,  and 
concerning  which  no  <m«  hypothesis  is  of  itself  quite  satisfactory.* 

Of  importance  greater  to  the  coasting  navigator  than  a  foreknowr 
ledge  of  the  direction  of  the  wind  is  that  of  its  force ;  and  as  the 
intensity  of  the  weather  symptoms  largely  depends  on  the  strength  of 
the  wind,  on  the  vehemence  of  the  cyclone  which  we  are  now  entitled 
to  consider  the  immediate  cause  of  them,  forecasts  and  warnings, 
whether  for  sea  or  land,  are  obliged  to  give  especial  care  to  its  deter- 
mination. The  principal  observation  which  leads  to  this  is  that  of 
the  difference  between  the  barometric  readings  at  different  places. 
Momentarily,  and  merely  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  it  may  be 

*  Mr.  Ley  s  papers  in  the  Journals  of  the  Meteorological  and  the  Soottiah 
Meteorological  Societies  are  probably  too  technical  to  attract  ordinary  readers ;  but 
1  may  refer  to  his  more  popular  lecture  on  <  Clouds  and  Weather-signs/  recently 
publisbed  in  *  Modem  Meteorology.* 
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supposed  that  air  will  press  from  where  the  barometer  stands  high  to 
where  it  stands  low ;  and  that,  with  a  force  bearing  some  relation  to 
the  difference  between  the  two  readings ;  in  the  same  way  as  water 
will  run  firom  a  higher  to  a  lower  level,  with  a  force  depending  on 
the  difference  of  level.  I  have  already  said  that  this  is  not  a  state- 
ment of  the  fact ;  that  wind  does  not  blow  from  the  place  of  high  to 
the  jdaoe  of  low  pressure ;  that  it  blows  aloi^  the  isobars ;  but  the 
velocity  of  the  wind  along  an  isobaor  does  vary  with  the  relative 
difference  of  barometric  readings  to  its  right  and  left,  just  as  the 
velocity  of  the  water  in  a  whirling  bucket  varies  with  the  curve  of  the 
surface ;  and  that  without  saying  which  is  cause  and  which  is  effect. 
When,  then,  along  a  line  cutting  the  isobars  nearly  at  right  angles, 
the  barometric  readings  decrease  quickly,  we  may,  as  a  rule^  feel  sure 
that  the  wind  is  strong ;  when  the  difference  is  trifling  the  wind  is 
light.  The  estimate  of  the  velocity  of  the  wind  thus  depends  on  the 
relative  barometric  differences,  and  these  are  measured  as  though  they 
represented  the  measure  of  a  slope  whose  height  is  the  difference  of 
bsurometric  reading,  whose  base  is  the  difference  in  miles  between  the 
two  places.  Such  a  hypothetical  slope  is  known  as  a  barometric 
gradient :  we  might  thus  speak  of  a  gradient  of  so  many  tenths  of  an 
inch  in  so  many  miles ;  but,  technicsJly,  all  gradients  are  reduced  to 
a  base  of  sixty  miles,  and  are  counted  in  hundredths  of  an  inch :  a 
barometric  difference  of  one-hundredth  of  an  inch  in  a  distance  of 
sixty  miles  is  a  gradient  ov/e ;  seven-hundredths  is  a  gradient  Ht^efn, ; 
one-tenth,  that  is,  ten-hundredths,  is  a  gradient  i&a.  So  coimted  it  is 
a  matter  of  observation  that  the  number  of  the  gradient  is  also, 
roughly  speaking,  the  number  of  wind-force  according  to  the  usually 
receiveid  Beaufort  scale :  a  gradient  aet;m  thus  denotes  a  wind  of  foroe 
seoen ;  and  when  that,  or  any  greater  gradient,  is  foreseen,  the  Meteoro- 
logical Office  issues  warnings  of  an  approaching  gale. 

The  American  warnings  which  have  been  telegraphed  from  New 
York  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  are,  we  may  believe,  based  on 
some  method  similar  to  that  which  I  have  been  describing ;  but  the 
proprietors  of  the  'New  York  Herald,'  who  have  organised  them, 
have  determined  to  veil  their  predictions  in  mystery,  so  that  we  cannot 
speak  of  them  with^  any  certainty.  A  very  conmion  idea  concerning 
them  has  been  that  they  are  warnings  of  American  weather — of  a 
cyclone,  observed  in  America,  having  started  on  its  eastward  course 
across  the  Atlantic.  What  I  have  been  saying  with  regard  to  our 
own  warnings  might  well  seem  to  support  this  view ;  but  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  no  cyclone  has  ever  been  proved  to  have  crossed  the  Atlantic  ; 
and  in  special  cases,  it  has  been  proved  that  a  cyclone  appearing  here 
about  the  time  that  one  reported  as  having  left  the  American  coast 
might  be  supposed  to  be  due,  was  not  the  same ;  that  the  American 
cyclone  was  broken  up  on  the  way,  and  never  crossed  some  stated 
meridian.  This  is  not  merely  the  belief  of  English  meteorologists : 
it  is,  in  the  main,  that  of  the  highest  of  all  American  authorities — 
Professor  Loomis — who  says,  '  When  storms  from  the  American  con- 
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tinent  enter  upon  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  they  generally  undergo  impor- 
tant changes  in  a  few  days,  and  are  frequently  merged  in  other  storms 
which  appear  to  originate  over  the  ocean,  so  that  we  can  seldom 
identify  a  storm  in  its  course  entirely  across  the  Atlantic' 

As  far  as  we  know,  the  greater  number  of  the  cyclonic  disturbances 
which  come  to  this  country  originate  near  the  banks  of  Newfoundland 
and  still  further  east,  where  the  Gulf  Stream  and  the  Arctic  current 
oome  together ;  where  the  meeting  of  hot  and  cold  water,  and  of  the 
superincumbent  hot  and  cold  air,  causes  much  condensation  of  vapour, 
and  disturbs  the  barometric  condition  of  the  atmosphere  :  it  is  here, 
too,  that  the  prevailing  northerly  wind  of  the  east  coast  of  Greenland 
and  Baffin's  Bay  thrusts  itself  into  the  great  westerly  wind  of  the 
Atlantic,  thus  causing  frequent  mechanical  disturbauce;  so  that 
whichever  view  we  take  of  the  genesis  of  a  cydone,it  is  here  we  have 
to  look  for  its  cradle,  and,  as  determined  by  observation,  it  is  here 
that  we  find  it.  But  ifrom  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  to  New  York 
is  less  than  half  the  distance  to  England ;  it  is  thus  possible  enough 
for  steamers,  arriving  almost  daily  from  the  eastward,  to  carry  in 
intelligence  on  which  timely  warnings  may  occasionally  be  based. 
But  on  the  warnings,  as  they  have  hitherto  been  sent,  little  reliance 
ii  to  be  placed:  not  more  than  about  17  per  cent,  of  them  are  cor- 
rect^ rather  more  than  42  per  cent,  are  altogether  wrong,  and  the 

are  either  vague,  or  imperfect,  or  out  of  date.  From  the  very 
scanty  data  on  which  we  suppose  the  warnings  to  be  calculated,  it  is 
evident  that  a  large  percentage  of  such  mistakes  must  be  expected  ; 
and  the  expectation  is  increased  when  we  know  the  difficulty  attend- 
ing on  secrecy,  to  which  the  forecasts  are  needlessly  subjected.  If 
the  information  derived  from  the  ships'  logs  was  itself  sent  over  in 
such  a  form  as  to  permit  of  its  being  worked  up  with  other  material, 
much  good  might  follow :  but  about  this — so  far  as  the  *  New  York 
Herald '  is  concerned — there  would  be  nothing  sensational ;  and  sen- 
sation, we  are  to  understand,  is,  for  a  newspaper,  of  much  greater  im- 
portance than  the  advancement  of  science  or  the  safety  of  navigation. 

I  have  been  so  far  speaking  exclusively  of  cyclonic  weather,  the 
frequency  of  which  justly  entitles  it  to  the  priority  ;  but  the  opposite 
type,  which  belongs  to  the  anti-cyclone,  may  not  be  overlooked.  In 
almost  every  conceivable  respect,  the  anti-cyclone  is  diflFerent  from 
the  cyclone.  The  cyclone  comes  in  from  the  west,  and  moves  with 
more  or  less  rapidity  and  regularity  towards  the  east:  the  anti- 
cyclone appears  rather  to  form  where  it  is  observed,  and  to  stay  there ; 
it  may  perhaps  be  considered  as  in  some  measure  a  reaction  from  a 
bigh  pressure  to  the  eastward ;  but  in  any  case,  it  does  not  advance,  or 
rather,  it  seems  to  sway  slowly  backwards  and  forwards.  The  cyclone 
is  generally  mOarked  by  large  gradients,  strong  winds,  disturbed 
weather :  the  anti-cyclone,  on  the  contrary,  has  small  gradients,  light 
winds,  and  calm,  fine,  lasting  weather.  Above  all,  the  weather  of  the 
cyclone,  as  it  affects  us,  is  insular,  that  of  the  anti-cyclone  is  con- 
tinental :  the  cyclone  comes  off  the  Atlantic,  and  brings  with  it  at  all 
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times,  on  a  southerly  or  south-westerly  wind,  the  warmth  and 
moistiu^  of  the  Grulf  Stream,  softening  the  cold  of  winter  or  miti- 
gating the  heat  of  summer,  even  though  it  occasionally  floods  our 
fields  or  smashes  our  coasting  vessels  into  chips ;  the  anti-cyclone,  on 
the  other  hand,  broods  over  the  steppes  of  Russia  or  the  plains  of 
Germany  or  France,  and  brings,  on  a  light  easterly  wind,  the  severe 
cold  of  a  Russian  winter,  or  the  fierce  heat  of  a  continental  summer. 
If  the  centre  of  high  pressure  lies  over  Ireland,  we  have  in  England 
that  wind  from  the  north-east  which,  as  the  proverb  says,  ^  is  good  for 
neither  man  nor  beast ;'  if  it  lies  over  Germany,  we  have  a  wind  from 
the  south,  but  of  a  very  different  type  from  the  more  familiar  south 
wind  of  a  cyclone ;  it  is  no  longer  mild  and  moist,  but  might  almost  be 
described  as  '  an  east  wind  with  a  kink  in  it ; '  it  is  dry  and  extreme, 
cold  in  winter,  hot  in  summer,  and  in  either  case  may  continue  for 
several  days,  until  the  high  pressure  yields,  the  anti-cyclone  breaks 
up,  disperses,  and  is  swept  away  by  our  prevalent  westerly  wind, 

I  have  thus  attempted  to  give  some  account  of  the  principle  on 
which  modem  weather  forecasting  is  based.  It  must  be  understood, 
however,  that  any  such  account  is  necessarily  a  very  imperfect  out- 
line. The  whole  subject  is  not  to  be  compressed  into  a  few  pages  ; 
much  of  the  theory  is  yet  very  doubtful,  much  of  the  practice  is  still, 
in  great  measure,  empirical.  Above  all,  the  relative  weight  which 
has  to  be  given  to  the  many  detailed  observations,  often  conflicting 
in  their  evidence,  is  a  point  which  perhaps  nothing  but  careful  study 
and  long  experience  can  decide.  A  theoretical  cyclone  is,  on  paper 
at  least,  a  very  simple  thing :  the  actual  thing,  as  it  exists  in  nature, 
assumes  many  different  forms,  and  the  species  can  no  more  be  folly 
described  in  one  than  can  the  whole  human  race  be  described  by  Olivia's 
celebrated  inventory : — '  Item,  two  lips  indifferent  red ;  item,  two  grey 
eyes,  with  lids  to  them ;  item,  one  neck,  one  chin,  and  so  forth.' 
Every  cyclone,  as  every  fece,  has  a  character  of  its  own :  one  may  be 
regular,  equable,  gentle ;  another  wild,  passionate,  stormy :  one  may 
be  solitary,  dragging  the  whole  body  of  neighboming  air  into  its  own 
selfish  whirl ;  another  may  have  a  social  disposition,  and  be  one  of  a 
group,  or  may  throw  off  smaller  ones  and  pass  along,  surrounded  by  a 
more  or  less  numerous  and  turbulent  family.  To  arrive  at  any  con- 
clusion with  regard  to  the  behaviour  of  things  so  multiform  and  vari- 
ous, is  of  the  very  greatest  difficulty ;  and  whilst  we  can  see  in  our 
daily  paper  that  the  Meteorological  Office  has  made  a  vast  stride 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  task,  we  are  not  to  expect  that  the 
forecasts  will  be  absolutely  free  from  mistakes.  We  cannot  be  so  sur- 
prised at  their  occasional  failures  as  we  are  at  their  general  accuracy. 

J.  K.  Laughtok. 
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THERE  are  few  greater  services  that  can  be  done  to  an  age,  short 
of  living  a  good  and  noble  life,  than  that  of  recording  one. 
And  biography  is  a  branch  of  literary  art  to  which  the  present  genera- 
tion devotes  itself.  Scarcely  any  man  of  note  can  get  safely  out  of 
this  world  without  leaving  behind  him,  already  at  the  easel  and  with 
all  the  necessary  tools  in  hand,  a  son,  or  a  friend,  or  a  professional  man 
of  letters,  ready  to  *  take  him  oflF '  and  set  forth  his  portrait  in  black 
and  white,  in  voluminous  volumes.  It  has  come  to  be  almost  a 
necessary  compliment  to  a  notability.  We  put  up  the  shutters  on 
our  shop  windows ;  we  sew  a  bit  of  black  cloth  round  our  arm ;  and  we 
write  the  life  of  the  departed.  In  some  cases  the  one  operation  is  of 
little  more  importance  *  than  the  other,  but  it  is  as  inevitable.  It  is 
safer  to  do  what  some  men  take  the  precaution  of  doing,  and  provide 
beforehand  against  the  danger,  by  leaving  behind  us  something  more 
or  less  in  the  shape  of  an  autobiography  ;  but  even  this  only  partially 
mends  matters,  for  it  will  go  hard  with  our  editor  if  he  does  not 
re-shape  om*  personal  chronicles,  cut  out  all  that  is  best  in  them,  or 
else  supplement  and  dilute  them  by  telling  the  story  over  again.  There 
is  thus  a  perpetual  example  going  on  of  that  tantalising  performance 
which  keeps  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear  and  breaks  it  to  the  heart ; 
and  in  the  same  breath  with  which  we  declare  that  the  chronicle  of  a 
life  is  one  of  the  best  things  we  can  have,  we  are  compelled  to  add 
that  we  get  many  chronicles  of  lives  .which  are  about  the  worst 
things  that  we  can  have — pretentious,  foolish,  and  false,  chronicles  of 
all  the  small  beer,  but  of  little  of  that  divine  elixir  which  keeps 
existence  going.  It  is  true  that  small  beer,  being  matter  of  fact, 
is  always  capable  of  being  measured  and  identified,  while  there  are 
but  a  few  that  can  read  the  meaning  in  a  life,  or  trace  out  what  its 
finer  issues  are  and  how  the  spirit  is  touched  to  them.  Still,  the 
dimmest  mirror  may  give  forth  something,  elsewhere  imattainable,  in 
its  broken  reflections,  and  we  are  often  able  to  identify,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  flaws  in  the  glass,  the  absence  of  quicksilver,  or  even  the 
twist  in  the  metal  which  makes  a  countenance  awry,  something,  an 
outline,  a  gesture,  which  reveals  the  original.  We  are  unable  to  say 
that  there  is  much  of  this  revelation  in  the  portrait  contained  in  two 
big  volumes  with  which  we  have  just  been  presented  ^  of  Charles  Lever. 
It  is  a  book  without  insight,  without  penetration,  with  neither 
beauty  of  style  nor  force  of  meaning  to  recommend  it.  The  letters 
of  the  subject  of  the  memoir  are  systematically  and  of  set  purpose 
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suppressed.    We  think  we  remember  to  have  found  somewhere  an 
intimation  that  this  is  done  with  the  intention  of  making  a  separate 
publication  of  some  of  these  letters,  in  which  case  it  is  something  very 
like  an  intended  easploitation  of  the  public,  by  dividing  into  two 
what  was  certainly  not  too  much  for  one  issue.    Mr.  Fitzpatrick  is 
Bot  an  artist  of  merit,  but  he  has  evidently  adopted  the  trade  of 
biographer  as  a  tangible  handicraft,  and  in  this  capacity  is  diligently 
6n  the  outlook,  and  industriously  eager  to  take  advantage  of  every 
opportimity  for  its  exercise.    We  have  no  right  to  debar  him  &om  his 
chosen  work,  or  even  to  censure  his  selection  of  a  branch  of  industry 
which  is  nowise  unlawAil  or  dishonest  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word. 
We  can  only  regret  that  his  virtuous  and  laudable  application  to 
his  business  should  have  brought  him  across  the  path  of  anyone  in 
whom  we  are  interested.    The  *  Biographer  of  Bishop  Doyle,  Lady 
Morgan,  Lord  Clonourry,  &c.,'  who  is  also  *  Professor  of  History  in 
the  Royal  Hibernian  Academy,'  and  a  J.P.,  with  many  other  letters 
jto  his  name,  the  meaning  of  which  we  do  not  profess  to  be  able  to 
decipher,  is  apparently  a  kind  of  national'  official,  and  does  not 
therefore  threaten  the  life  of  any  subject  who  is  not  Hibernian,  which 
is  a  consolatory  reflection.  But  it  is  grievous  that  a  man  like  Lever, 
one  for  whom  all  the  world  has  a  kindness,  a  man  not  great  enough 
to  bear  any  tampering  with  his  memory,  and  full  of  foibles  and 
eccentricities  which  need  delicate  handling,  should  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  such  a  practitioner.    This  is  sll  the  more  to  be  regretted 
that  it  can  never  now  be  remedied ;  for  Lever's  gift,  such  as  it  was, 
was  not  so  great,  nor  is  his  recollection  so  precious,  that  it  should  be 
worth  any  better  artist's  while  to  endeavour  to  amend  the  coarse  and 
commonplace  portrait  which  is  here  supplied.    In  this  way  a  trade 
biographer  does  less  harm  to  a  celebrity  of  the  highest  class  than  to 
one  of  secondary  pretensions.    The  larger  genius  will  get  justice 
.somehow,  but  for  the  less  there  is  not  much  hope  of  rehabilitation. 

Few  men  have  gained  so  much  kindly  appreciation  from  the 
world  as  the  Irish  novelist,  to  all  appearance  the  last  of  his  race, 
who  did  for  his  country  exactly  what  ^  the  general  public  likes  to 
have  done,  enlarging  and  strengthening  the  conventional  idea  of 
it,  and  leaving  us  more  sure  than  ever  of  the  justice  of  all  our 
prejudices  and  the  truth  of  our  scoffs.  This  is  by  far  the  most 
popular  way  at  least  of  writing  national  novels.  We  hail  with 
lively  satisfaction  every  apparent  proof  of  those  generalisations 
which  save  us  so  much  trouble  in  respect  to  our  neighbours.  It  is 
more  easy  to  conclude  that  the  Italian  is  treacherous,  the  Frenchman 
fickle  and  light,  the  Spaniard  proud,  the  Scot  canny  and  calculating, 
than  it  is  to  realise  that  the  resemblances  of  human  nature  are  more 
striking  than  its  differences,  and  that  each  member  of  a  race  is 
an  individual.  Consciously  or  unconsciously.  Lever  humoured  this 
general  inclination.  Nothing  can  be  more  conventionally  Irish  than 
his  Irishmen.  They  are  all  constructed  on  a  pattern  which  we  under- 
stand and  have  given  in  our  adhesion  to ;  for  does  not  Ireland  contain, 
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as  everybody  knows,  a  rollicking,  light-hearted,  reckleeg,  dare-devil 
«ort  of  population,  madly  brave,  and  wildly  witty,  totally  unfitted  for 
the  OTdinary  pursuits  of  life,  yet  quick  to  apprehend  and  wise  to  know 
everything  that  is  ornamental  and  amusing  and  imnecessary  ?  Lever's 
art,  so  fiill  of  freedom  on  the  surfEu^  and  so  conventional  underneath, 
is  as  inferior  as  can  be  conceived  to  that  of  Scott,  who  never  lost 
sight  of  the  deeper  sea  of  human  nature  whidi  underlies  all  local 
distinctions ;  and  it  is  needless  to  point  out  which  of  the  two  is  the 
most  true  historian  of  national  life.  But,  notwithstanding,  the  conven- 
tional is  always  sure  of  a  certain  success.  We  get  in  it  what  we  look  for. 
We  have  all  our  forgone  conclusions  carried  out,  and  we  are  pleased 
to  feel  that  we  have  been  right  in  our  estimate  of  our  neighbours.  At 
the  same  time  we  must  add  that  Lever,  though  Irish  only  by  the 
accident  of  birth,  was  in  himself  a  complete  example  of  the  type  we 
accept  as  Lrish.  Though  he  was  the  son  of  an  Englishman,  thrifty  and 
hardworking,  he  was  himself  as  gay,  as  reckless,  and  as  extravagant, 
accepting  the  pleasures  of  to-day  with  as  little  reference  to  to-morrow, 
as  any  descendant  of  Brian  Boru :  and  embodied  in  his  own  person 
all  those  traditions  of  wit,  gaiety,  and  prodigality  which  are  supposed 
appropriate  to  the  aborigines  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  How  this  trick  of 
nature  came  about  it,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say.  The  Irish  air  must 
have  got  into  his  head  as  a  baby,  though  Saxon  by  both  sides  of  the 
house,  and  intoxicated  him  from  the  cradle.  He  lived  a  life  of  wild 
nncertainty,  not  knowing  often  enough  what  the  morrow  might 
bring  forth;  yet  somehow  managing  it  so  that  the  day,  which 
had  menaced  destruction  before  it  came,  generally  cleared  off  into 
smiles,  and  justified  the  light-hearted  pilgrim's  reliance  on  his  fate. 
Thus  possessing  the  type  in  himself,  he  drew  upon  it  with  bold  and 
dashing  hardihood,  and  so  long  as  the  first  flush  of  animal  spirits 
and  imquenchable  gaiety  lasted,  his  gay  dragoons  and  light-hearted 
adventurers,  always  daring,  always  lucky,  enjoying  alike  their  dangers 
and  their  successes,  renewed  the  old  tradition  of  Irish  character,  and 
took  the  soberest  readers  by  storm. 

The  task  which  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  seems  to  have  set  before  him  in 
compiling  this  memoir  is  to  show  with  how  little  genius  Lever 
managed  to  accomplish  such  a  result,  how  little,  in  short,  he  himself 
had  ^  do  with  it  at  all,  and  how  completely  he  was  indebted  to 
(asual  meetings  and  social  surroundings  for  his  success.  We  do  not 
say  that  the  '  Biographer  of  Bishop  Doyle  and  Lady  Morgan '  has  any 
malignant  purpose  in  this  attempt,  or  even  that  he  is  aware  that  he 
is  doing  his  best  to  damage  Lever.  He  writes  as  a  local  historian 
so  often  writes,  with  imbounded  admiration  for  the  society  of  which 
he  forms  a  part,  and  a  little  less  admiration  for  the  one  notable 
individual  who  is  the  only  man  whom  the  world  cares  to  know  in  that 
society.  That  there  was  *a  very  social,  well-informed  set'  at  Kilrush, 
and  again,  <  half  a  dozen  companionable  men,  some  of  more  than 
average  acumen,'  at  Portstewart,  near  the  Giant's  Causeway,  is  more 
important  to  him  than  the  qualities  of  Lever  himself.    He  is  more 
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anxious  to  impress  upon  the  reader  that  Father  Malachy  and  Father 
Tom  were  exact  transcripts  from  the  life,  and  that  'the  best  of  the 
stories  in  Lever's  tales  were  told  round  that  mahogany,'  than  to  show 
how  Lever's  imagination  took  hold  of  the  racy  and  primitive  coimtry 
life,  and  got  the  flavour  and  savour  of  it,  with  or  without  the  facts 
which  are  so  much  less  important.  But  it  is  scarcely  worth  our 
while  to  go  further  into  the  literary  merits,  or  rather  demerits,  of  this 
biography.  It  has  no  pretension  to  be  criticised  at  all  as  a  piece  of 
literary  work,  although,  indeed,  its  pages  are  full  of  national  eccen- 
tricities of  an  unintentional  kind,  which  are  as  amusing  as  if  they  were 
meant  to  be  so.  The  biographer  and  his  obliging  correspondents  are 
alike  delightful  in  this  respect.  One  lady,  speaking  of  Lever's  mother, 
informs  us  that '  she  had  a  brother  who  one  day  appeared  from  India, 
bearing  beautiful  presents,  but  on  returning  to  the  East,  just  as  he  was 
about  to  step  on  board,  he  fell  into  the  Liflfey  and  was  lost.'  Another 
contributor  describes  how  Lever  as  a  boy  Hold  stories  at  school,  danced, 
fenced,  laughed,  and  then  rode  off  an  a  pony,  a  charming  climax. 
A  little  further  on  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  indulges  in  some  mildly  funny 
anecdotes  respecting  a  medical  authority,  explaining  that  'these 
things  we  give  not  for  their  point,  but  because  they  reveal  on  Lever's 
showing  that  when  a  student  he  received  comic  grind  from  the  witty 
doctor,  whose  sayings,  pruned  of  thorns  and  slang,  had  effect  upon 
the  mind  and  character  of  the  subsequently  brilliant  humourist.' 
*He  struck  me,'  says  another  contributor,  'as  a  man  of  most  winning 
manners,  which  indeed  were  shared  by  his  wife,  to  whom  in  the  course 
of  my  visit  he  asked  me  to  give  my  arm.'  When  the  first  book  of 
the  series  was  published,  we  are  told  that '  the  public  clapped,  the 
critics  coughed,  the  cynics  hissed.  It  was  not  till  long  after  that  the 
center  swung ; '  and  here  is  an  account  of  Lever's  performances  when 
a  country  doctor,  which  is  better  still : — 

Lever,  while  dancing  at  balls,  was  dancing  attendance  with  bright 
vigilance  by  the  bedside  of  suffering  humanity ;  and  this  his  worst  Evan- 
gelical enemies  were  constrained  to  confess.    Now  whirling  in  the  waltz — a 
few  minutes  later  by  the  bedside  of  danger.    Back  to  the  ball  again  ! 
engaging  Miss  Dashwood  for  the  Lancers — hurrying  away  to   see  the 
cataplasm  renewed,  and  with  his  own  hand  administering  relief,  or  spreading 
the  balm.    He  arrives  just  in  time  to  take  his  place  with  the  Belle  of  the 
Ball ;  but  the  intennitted  pulse  of  the  little  sufferer  still  throbs  at  his  own 
heart ;  the  glance  of  its  glassy  eye  is  before  him ;  and  he  is  less  impression- 
able than  usual  to  that  *  hazel  and  blue/  which  evoked  his  best  lyric.  HLe 
is  back  with  the  sick  girl  again ;  gives  a  stimulant ;  she  rallies.    Within  ten 
minutes  he  is  doing  the  same  for  himself  at  the  supper-table.  Happier 
now,  he  is  in  a  state  of  supreme  felicity  when  dancing  that  *  Morning  Bell  * 
gallop,  with  which  the  rout  winds  up.    He  goes  home,  revolving  in  his 
mind  some  tonic  wherewith  to  set  up  the  convalescent. 

T^ver  was  the  son  of  a  builder  in  Dublin,  to  whom  INIr.  P^itas- 
patrick  has  supplied  a  very  pretty  pedigree.  Let  us  hope  it  is 
genuine  :  it  is,  at  least,  a  respectable  sort  of  thing  to  hang  up  in  the 
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vestibule,  though  we  doubt  how  feir  it  is  consistent  with  the 
modest  position  of  the  '  English  carpenter  jmd  builder'  who — which 
is  much  more  to  the  purpose — established  himself  comfortably  in 
Dublin,  and  was  able  to  give  his  children  considerable  educational 
advantages.  His  family  consisted  of  two  sons,  one  ten  years  older 
than  the  other.  The  novelist  was  the  younger  of  the  two.  We  have 
various  accounts  of  his  school  days  from  various  old  contemporaries, 
each  of  whom  seems  to  plume  himself  on  being  the  last  survivor ; 
but  among  them  they  do  not  add  much  to  our  knowledge  of  their 
playfellow.  He  was  a  merry  boy,  fond  of  frolic  and  of  story-telling, 
who  played  a  great  many  tricks,  made  a  number  of  jokes,  told  a 
number  of  stories,  went  to  America,  where  he  had  sundry  (extremely 
improbable)  adventures,  and  to  Germany,  where  he  learned  all  the 
odd  ways  of  the  Burchenschaft,  copying  them  when  he  returned  to 
Dublin  in  a  fantastic  society,  of  which  he  was  himself  '  the  most 
noble  grand.'  The  survivors  of  this  society  fondly  declare  it  to  have 
been  one  of  the  wittiest  of  social  assemblies :  and  Lever  himself  after- 
wards pronounced  that '  for  a  witty  doggerel  on  the  topic  of  the  hour, 
a  smart  epigram,  or  a  clever  piece  of  drollery,  all  I  have  ever  since  met 
of  htav^  eaprits  in  my  own  or  other  countries  could  not  approach 
comparison;'  as,  indeed,  most  survivors  of  similar  youthfril  companies 
are  ready  to  swear.  Lever's  career  at  college  was  not  a  distinguished 
one;  indeed,  the  very  fact  of  his  University  education  at  all  seems  to 
have  been  called  in  question  by  contemporary  writers ;  however,  we 
are  assured  here  that  he  took  his  degree  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
in  1827,  being  then,  as  we  guess,  about  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
The  dates,  however,  are  wildly  confused,  and  it  is  impossible  to  make 
head  or  tail  of  them.  Thus,  we  are  assured  that  Lever  sailed  for 
America  in  the  spring  of  1829,  and  that  he  afterwards  paid  a  visit  to 
Germany,  the  dates  being  arranged  as  follows: — *  We  were  at  first 
disposed,'  the  biographer  says,  *  to  place  it  (the  German  expedition) 
before  the  Canadian  trip ;  but  in  his  account  of  Cologne  he  alludes  to 
the  emotions  he  had  previously  felt  in  viewing  Niagara.  The  first  part 
of  his  Logbook  of  a  Rambler  "  appeared  in  the  "  Dublin  Literary 
Gazette  "  for  January  16, 1830,  and  was  probably  written  towards  the 
end  of  1829.  "In  the  early  part  of  last  year,"  he  writes,  "I  was 
waiting  in  Rotterdam,"  which  fixes  the  date,  namely,  1828.  At 
Gottingen  he  passed  the  winter  of  that  year  and  the  ensuing  spring,' 
ie.  the  spring  in  which  he  went  to  America  and  saw  Niagara,  to 
his  emotions  on  beholding  which  he  has  just  been  said  to  refer  in  his 
account  of  Cologne.  This  confused  jumble  proves  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick  knows  very  little  about  the  matter,  and  has  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  note  that,  with  true  Irish  liberality,  he  has  proved  his  hero 
to  have  been  in  two  places  at  once.  The  whole  story,  however,  of 
the  American  experiences  reads  much  more  like  a  hoax  than  a  record 
of  real  adventure. 

Lever  took,  we  are  told,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  in 
183 1,  but  instead  of  taking  his  M.D.  from  his  own  University,  subse- 
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quently  axK|uired  one  from  a  foreign  sdhool — a  curiofis  fact,  if  feet  ib 
itf.    He  began  his  practical  work  humbly  enough,  being  sent  off  with^ 
a  niunber  of  other  young  medical  men  to  meet  the  outbreak  of 
cholera  in  the  north.  He  was  sent  to  Kilrudh,  where,  as  we  have  already 
said,  we  hear  more  of  the  brilliant  society  which  took  the  young 
doctor  up  than  of  himself.  These  local  celebrities  encoutaged  and 
Iwrought  him  out,  though  they  thought  him  '  retiring  and  evidently 
nervous.'    'To  Mr.  Keane,'  says'  Lever's  biographer,  *we  oWe  the 
introduction  of  this  shy  debutant  to  acircle  of  genial  well-informed  men. 
Had  not  means  been  taken  to  draw  him  out,  the  genius  within  migbit 
have  flickered  and  sunk.'    A  footnote  to  this  remarkable  statemeilt 
informs  us  that  Hhe  feeling  finally  merged  into  an  involuntary 
motion  of  the  muscles  of  the  mouth.'    We  do  not  attempt  to  un- 
ravel the  connection  between  these  sentences.    But  the  fine  hunma 
vanity  of  these  rural  patrons  of  genius  is  delightful.    Naturally  the 
little  country-town  coterie  identififed  every  character  when  '  Harry 
Lorrequer '  burst  upon  them  like  a  thunderbolt. .  *  Who  let  the  ca^ 
out  of  the  bag?'  cried  the  men  of  Kilrush.    Th6y  gave  themselves 
the  entire  credit  of  the  production.    The  doctor  was  but  a  kind  of  • 
secretary,  betraying  these  good  things  to  the  worid.    Even  his  own 
femily  shared  this  feeling.    '  Johtt  Lever  told  me  that  he  became 
aware  that  his  brother  was  the  author  of  "  Harry  Lorrequer  "  from  the* 
story  of  Fathar  Darr6  and  the  Pope.    But  ah  I '  he  added,  '  how  in- 
ferior to  my  father's  mode  of  telling  it  1 '  •  Lever  himself  could  haro*' 
done  nothing  more  laughable  than  this  ^rious'  narrative'  of  his  ownr 
appearance — ^wild  Trinity  College  undergraduate,  bold  arid*  braeen 
medical  student, '  most  noble  grand,'  and  Dublin  wit  as  he  was — in  thie ' 
capacity  of  a  '  shy  d&mtcmty  whose  genius  might  have  been  'quendiedf 
altogether  but  for  the  insight  and  encouragement  of  the  briHiant  ^rele^ 
in  Kilrush.  \ 
However,  the  life  of  a  country  doctor,  laborious  and  ill-re^wurd!e4  < 
as  it  is,  was  no  doubt  of  great  advantage  to  the  young  writer  full-  of^ 
fun  and  animal  spirits  and  sympathy,  with  an  ^e  to^  see  aU  the^ 
humours  of  the  country-side  about  which  be  was  continusdly  dashi^g^ 
driving  '  a  pair  of  grey  bloods,'  says  one  witness,  and  carrying  Out,  lik^^ 
one  of  his  own  heroes,  every  wild  &ncy  that  came  into  his  he^. 
<  Once,  when  galloping  to  visit  some  patient,  he  came  full  tilt- 
against  a  turf  cart  as  it  suddenly  emerged  from  a  side  street^  and^  ttot' 
having  room  to  pull  in  his  horse,  he  "put  in^'  the  spurs  and  lifted' 
him  over  the  load  of  turf^  which  fieat  gained  him  the  name  of  the^ 
Mad*  Doctor.'    On  another  pccasion^  in  the  streets  of  Coler^e^  he  is  • 
said  to  have  jumped  over  a  horse  and  cart.,  perhaps  another  version  of 
the  same  heroic  incident.    Not  much  leas  daring  is  the  fact  thaAfhe ' 
married  on  the  strength  of  that  parish  doctc^rship  at  Portstewart,  .aiid' 
sent  off  his  last  twenty  pounds  to  buy  a  ball  d]>ess  for  his  wifenf^heai^ 
an  invitation  came  to  them  for  a  dance  at  a  great  housa,  which  the  gay*' 
young  couple  could  not  resist.    Fortunately  other  resources  were  begin- 
ning to  open  up.    The  *  Dublin  Xltuversity  Magazine'  was  institutedr 
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about  the  time  of  Lever's  marriage,  more  humbly  than  any  of  its 
contemporaries,  ^  by  six  coU^fiems,  each  of  us  subscrilnng  ten  pounds ' 
— a  modest  capital  with  which  to  start  a  great  literary  venture. 
Lever  began  to  contribute  at  an  early  period,  sending  some  unim- 
portant tales,  which  have  not  been  preserved.  But  how  it  happened 
to  him  to  strike  the  vein  of  which  he  w;as  to  make  so  much  we  are  not 
informed.  He  would  seem  to  have  fallen  by  chance  and  natural  fitness 
into  tiie  gay  '  Confessions '  and  erratic  career  of  Harry  Lorrequer.  His 
previous  writings  had  evidently  not  prepared  any  of  his  friends  for  an 
outburst  so  characteristic,  and  so  full  of  dash  and  dariug.  Fortunately, 
however,  he  found,  as  most  successful  writers  do,  a.  publisher  with 
imagimttion  and  judgment  enough  to  perceive  that  it  was  really  some- 
thing genidne  in  its  way,  which  his  new  contributor,  still  imaware  that 
this  venture  was  different  from  the  others,  had  brought  him.  They 
stumbled  together,  writer  and  printer,  into  success.  Lever  himself, 
though  not  naturally  diffident,  does  not  seem  to  have  realised  for  a 
hmg  time  that  what  had  cost  him  so  little  could  be  worth  much.  He 
continually  demands  from  his  publisher  the  applauses  of  the  news- 
papers, probably  feeling  that  nothing  but  such  matter  of  fact  evidence 
could  make  him  quite  sure  of  the  reality  of  his  ^  hit;'  and  altogether, 
so  &r  as  we  can  see  him  through  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's  rendering,  conducted 
himself  with  the  caution  and  doubt  of  a  man  still  far  from  sure  that 
the  public  were  not  making  a  mistake.  Throughout  all  his  life, 
though  he  would  puff  himself  on  occasion  with  a  barefaced  humour^ 
quite  distinct  from  vanity,  we  never  see  any  trace  of  elation  over  his 
own  powers,  or  self*admiration  of  any  kind.  Perhaps  Lever  was  too 
reckless,  too  insoudanty  too  hugger-mugger,  if  the  word  may  be 
used  in  a  literary  sense,  for  any  of  the  exhibitions  of  intellectual  self- 
^teem.  He  wrote,  as  he  lived,  from  hand  to  mouith  ;  feeling  himself 
very  lucky  when  he  succeeded,  in  much  the  same  way  as  he  was  lucky 
when  he  had  good  cards  at  whist,  and  cast  down  indeed  when  he 
&iled,  but  not  with  any  feeling  of  personal  respcmsibility.  To  the 
end,  like  many  men  of  greater  genius,  he  never  seems  to  have  been 
clear  as  to  what  was  his  best,  but  went  on  boldly,  dashing  as  of  old 
over  all  obstacles,  as  ready  to  put  in  the  spurs  and  lift  his  reckless 
Pegasus  over  a  difficulty,  as  he  was  to  bolt  a  pike  or  dear  a  cart  in 
Coleraine. 

In  the  meantime  he  went  to  Brussels,  where,  with  easy  audacity, 
he  called  himself  Physician  to  the  British  Lotion,  an  appoint- 
ment which  it  now  appears  did  not  exist.  Lever's  conscience  was  quite 
impervious  to  any  blame  in  respect  of  such  an  innocent  fib.  But 
though  he  had  no  distinct  appointment  he  seems  to  have  got,  jf  not 
into  practice,  at  least  into  the  best  society,  always  a  prime  object, 
and  lived  expensively  as  was  natural  to  him,  in  great  gaiety  and 
sociability,  interrupted  by  brief  intervals  of  difficulty  and  doubt,  in 
which  he  wished  hhnself  back  in  his  dispensary,  and  persuaded  himself 
that  the  life  of  a  country  doctor  was  a  better  passport  to  competency 
tiian  that  of  a  popular  author.    It  seems  imlikely  that  a  man  so  fond 
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of  society  and  movement  could  have  had  anything  like  a  practice  in 
the  gay  little  capital  where  he  wrote  his  second  book,  'Cimrles  O'Malley,' 
in  the  opinion  of  many  people  the  best  of  all  the  brotherhood  ;  but 
he  did  continue  more  or  less  to  exercise  his  profession.  He  tells  us, 
on  one  of  the  few  occasions  on  which  his  biographer  permits  him  to 
speak  for  himself,  that  he  was  '  very  low  with  fortune '  at  the  time 
'  O'Malley '  was  begun.  '  At  the  same  time,'  he  says,  *  I  had  then  an 
amount  of  spring  in  my  temperament,  and  a  power  of  enjoying  life, 
which  I  can  honestly  say  I  never  found  surpassed.  The  world  had 
for  me  all  the  interest  of  an  admirable  comedy  in  which  the  part 
allotted  myself,  if  not  a  high  or  foreground  one,  was  eminently 
suited  to  my  ti^.'  *  I  wrote  as  I  felt,'  he  adds, '  sometimes  in  good 
spirits,  sometimes  in  bad  ;  always  carelessly,  for,  God  help  me,  I  can 
do  no  better.' 

This,  no  doubt,  was  the  great  secret  of  his  success.  Though  we 
agree  devoutly  with  the  greatest  of  living  moralists  that  genius  may, 
at  least  on  one  of  its  sides,  be  described  as  an  infinite  capability  of 
taking  trouble,  yet  there  is  a  charm  in  the  spontaneous,  even  the 
careless,  when  kept  alive  by  a  spark  of  genuine  life,  which  always 
appeals  to  the  sympathies  of  mankind.  Even  genius  has  to  be  waiy 
how  it  shows  the  signs  of  taking  trouble,  and  the  ease  and  flow  of  a 
stream  which  is  evidently  natural,  and  carries  everything  along  with 
it  in  a  bold  and  sparkling  rush  of  constitutional  vigour,  is  always 
attractive.  When  Lever's  first  flush  of  impulse  failed,  and  he  began 
to  take  trouble,  having  no  natural  instinct  that  way,  the  interest  of 
the  public  failed  also.  He  was  wiser,  more  thoughtful,  perhaps  on 
the  whole  better  worth  reading ;  but  he  had  lost  the  ingenuous  fervoiur, 
the  harebrained  impetuosity,  the  dash  and  spontaneousness  which 
were  his  chief  attractions.  '  The  Dodd  Family '  is  a  much  more  elabo- 
rate performance  than  '  Charles  O'Malley.'  It  has  far  higher  moral 
desert,  the  virtue  of  conscientious  effort ;  but  it  is  not  to  this  grave 
production  of  his  manhood  that  the  reader  turns.  There  is  something 
far  more  attractive  in  the  disjointed  adventures,  poured  out  anyhow, 
just  as  they  occurred  to  him,  in  hearty  enjoyment  and  fullness  of  life, 
of  the  Irish  dragoon. 

Space  will  not  allow  us  to  follow  Lever's  life  in  detail.  The 
reader  will  receive  a  vague  impression  of  it,  not  to  be  altogether 
spoiled  by  any  badness  of  telling  from  the  volumes  before  us.  As  he 
began  life,  so  he  went  on,  save  that  all  the  extravagances  of  his  nature 
increased  as  time  passed,  and  the  young  fellow  who  made  himself 
talked  of  by  practical  jokes,  or  by  vaulting  over  a  horse  and  cart  in 
his  way,  or  by  any  other  mode  of  harmless  display,  in  early  years, 
went  on  getting  himself  talked  of  all  his  life  long,  by  extravagances 
perhaps  not  less  harmless,  but  creating  a  greater  amount  of  animad- 
version. There  was  too  much  champagne,  too  many  cards,  with  the 
irr^ularities  attendant  on  both,  throughout  his  gay  life.  It  was  not 
whisky,  which  would  have  been  degradation  ;  but  in  the  long  run  it  was 
scarcely  less  dangerous.  And  he  had  all  theliberality  which  belongs  to  his 
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careless  nature ;  be  did  not  choose  always  to  be  entertained,  but  loved 
to  be  in  his  turn  the  entertainer,  to  give  the  best  of  wine  and  cookery, 
and  to  lavish  his  money  upon  his  friends.  He  kept  ^  quite  a  stud 
of  horses,'  and  rode  about  with  his  children  round  him — a  remark- 
aUe  group,  the  girls  on  their  ponies,  with  auburn  hair  hanging 
over  their  shoulders,  and  wearing  fantastic  dresses,  so  that  he  was 
not  unfrequently  taken  for  the  head  of  a  circus,  a  mistake  which 
amused  him  greatly.  The  mixture  of  tender  vanity  and  fondness, 
delight  in  his  children's  society,  and  pleasxure  in  showing  them  ofiF, 
which  appear  in  this  incident,  are  thoroughly  characteristic  of  the  man* 
He  loved  to  give  a  sensation  to  his  fellow-creatures  in  the  dullness  of 
ordinary  life,  as  well  as  to  make  one,  and  exhibit  his  fine  horses  and 
his  skill  in  the  management  of  them,  and  all  the  beauty  and  the 
splendour  of  his  belongings ;  there  was  amiability  in  all  his  vanity, 
yet  also  a  love  of  display  and  genial  self- exhibition  in  all  his  kind- 
nesses. As  he  went  on  in  life  these  peculiarities  formalised  them- 
ifdves,  losing  the  gay  dash  of  youtli  to  which  everything  is  pardon- 
able, and  calling  forth  the  remarks  of  unkind  tongues,  as  the  riding, 
and  the  swimming,  and  the  card-playing,  the  late  hours,  and  the 
luxurious  living,  and  the  necessities  which  now  and  then  interrupted 
and  threatened  to  break  up  life  altogether,  became  more  and  more 
patent  to  the  observation  of  the  world.    Such  a  life  must  have  huge 

I  drawbacks ;  but  perhaps  its  uncertainties,  its  hair-breadth  'scapes,  its 
despairs  and  threatenings  of  ruin,  had  not  much  more  effect  than  the 
hardship  and  headlong  perils  of  a  campaign  such  as  Lever  loved  to 
describe.  They  gave  zest  to  the  brilliant  gaiety,  the  lavish  and 
thoughtless  enjoyment ;  and  a  man  who  thus  manages  to  get  by  hook 
or  by  crook  all  that  he  most  likes  in  this  life — beautiful  villas,  fine  horses, 
a  luxurious  table,  a  variety  of  excellent  society,  and  the  constant 
company  of  those  he  loves — is  in  reality  less  to  be  pitied  than  the  more 
humdrum  individual  who  denies  himself  many  fine  things  in  order  to 
Ktc  tranquilly,  without  debt  or  danger,  *  within  his  income,'  according 
to  the  nK)st  respectable  ideal  of  domesticity.  He  has  indeed  the  best 
of  it  in  every  particular,  since,  after  thus  triumphantly  getting  his 
own  way,  he  gets  the  sympathy  which  his  occasional  paying  of  the 
penalty  calls  forth,  into  the  bargain. 

Lever  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  later  life  in  Italy,  and  was, 
dnring  his  last  years,  in  the  diplomatic  service,  holding  the  post  of 
vice-consul  at  Spezzia,  and  afterwards  at  Trieste,  in  which  latter 
pkee  dullness  for  the  first  time  seized  upon  him.  And  there  he  lost 
his  wife,  the  beloved  companion  of  all  his  vicissitudes,  whom  he  had 
fallen  in  love  with  when  a  boy  at  school,  and  to  whom  he  had  been 
always  bound  by  the  most  tender  affection.  He  did  not  long  survive 
her,  and  life  was  a  blank  to  him  after  she  was  gone.  He  died  at 
Trieste  in  the  spring  (so  far  as  can  be  made  out  from  the  want  of 
dates)  of  1872.    His  books  have  come  down  fi"om  the  position  they 

,  ODce  held,  almost  abreast  of  the  works  of  his  two  great  contemporaries, 
Dickens  and  Thackeray.    It  is  hard  to  believe  even  that  there  was  a 
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time  when  he  was  thou^t  a  competitor  with  them  for  the  highest 
rank  in  fiction.  Few  mature  readers,  we  believe,  now  think  of 
taking  iip  by  choice  one  of  those  dashing  productions  which  pleased 
us  so  much  in  our  youth ;  but  though  we  are  no  longer  young,  there 
are  always  others  who  are,  and  with  them  *  Harry  Lorrequer '  aad 
^  Charles  O'Malley '  still  hold  a  scarcely  diminished  place. 

It  seems  a  kind  of  disrespect  to  Thackeray,^  after  reviewing 
at  lengdi  a  bad  and  big  book  upon  the  life  of  his  friend  and  con- 
temporary, who  was  so  greatly  his  inferior  in  art,  and  even  in  manly 
dignity  and  merit  in  life,  to  t^ke  up  the  brief  and  incomplete  chapter 
of  biography,  which  is  all  tiie  world  haa  had  of  him.  Mr.  Anthony 
TroUope — well  qualified  as  a  literary  workman  and  as  a  friend  to  give 
some  idea  of  the  attractive  figure  of  a  man  who,  though  buried 
these  thirteen  years,  we  can  scarcely  feel  to  be  dead :  but  hampered 
by  a  hundred  reticences  and  limitations,  by  the  reluctance  of 
Thackeray's  representatives  to  transgress  his  own  wish,  and  by  the 
very  warmth  of  the  jealous  love  which  guards  his  memory — has 
produced,  we  need  scarcely  say,  an  interesting  study  of  the  author  of 
*  Vanity  Fair'  and  his  productions,  with  something  not  much  more 
than  a  frontispiece,  a  vignette,  a  sketch  softly  outlined  and  lightly 
tinted,  of  the  man.  It  is  all  we  have  got,  and  it  is  all  we  are  lUcely 
to  have ;  but  it  is  scarcely  substantial  enough  to  justify  comment. 
But  there  is  much  reference  in  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's  large  and  loose  > 
volumes  to  the  fetr  greater  artist,  against  whom  he  does  not  smiple 
to  measure  his  hero  ;  and  the  very  su^estion  of  the  period  in  which 
<  Harry  Sollicker  ^  encountered  his  many  adventures,  recalls  the  true 
and  great  humourist,  who  by  a  touch  of  happy  taravesty  chanac- 
terised  Lever  and  his  works  as  he  did  so  many  other  men  and  things* 
There  seems  a  certain  impertinence  in  putting  forth  the  details  of  a 
life  so  sad'tfuod  so  cheery,  so  bravely  gay  in  coiurage  and  enduranee,  so 
tender  and  soft  at  heart,  so  ^  cyni<^ '  to  the  vulgar  understanding, 
so  remorseless  to  the  mean  and  false.  Why  it  is  that  we  should  feel 
this  we  cannot  tell;  it  is  in  itself  a  tribute  to  the  more  delicate, 
more  noble  nature  of  the  man.  Dickens  has  been  stripped  bare  to 
the  very  inner  core  of  his  living,  and  nobody  has  minded  much ; 
neither  do  we  feel  the  least  compunction  in  respect  to  all  .the  details 
given  of  Lever,  which  indeed  we  knew  before.  Thackeray  has  been 
aa  long— Htiay,  longer — gone  from  the  midst  of  us,  and  we  all  know 
dimly  the  great  misfortune  that  overclouded  his  life,  and  the  beautifiil 
tenderness  with  which  he  was  father  and  mother  alike  to  his  children 
-^but  it  almost  wounds  us  to  draw  the  veil  from  a  career  which  he 
accepted  so  bravdy  and  sweetly,  with  no  crying  out  against  fate* 
No  author  of  recent  times  has  worked  himself  so  entirely  into  the 
love  of  his  readers.  It  was  not  so  at  the  beginning  of  his  career, 
when  the  virtuous  public  thought  him  cynical,  and  contrasted  his 
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unberoicsd  £Eiiniliarity  with  the  blemishes  and  weaknesses  of  human 
nature  with  his  great  rival's  sentimentalities,  muoh  to  his  disad- 
vantage. We  can  ourselves  remember,  in  the  fervour  of  youthful 
optimism,  to  have  protested  with  hot  indignation  against  those 
lowering  views  of  life,  those  revelations  of  unconscious  vanity,  with 
which  he  disturbed  all  our  ideas  of  the  perfect ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  among  the  mass  of  ordinary  readers,  the  midtitude  which  must 
give  in  its  adhesion  before  any  feme  reaches  its  height,  there  were 
many  who  stood  fast  in  this  doctrine,  refusing  to  be  n>oved  by  the 
noble  tenderness  and  pathos  of  much  they  found  in  his  books,  on 
aecount  of  the  preponderance  of  that  '  cynicism,'  to  which  for  the 
mcnttent  we  could  give  no  better  name.  But  all  this  is  now  over 
and  past.  Only  a  belated  person  here  and  there,  old-fashioned,  and 
clin^ng  to  the  rash  judgment  of  a  previous  generation,  speaks  of 
Thackeray  now  as  cynical.  We  continue  to  combat  the  accusation, 
as  people  continue  to  do  battle  with  an  old  mistake  long  after  it 
has  died  a  natural  death.  Mr.  Trollope  even,  who  remembers,  like 
ourselves,  the  fervour  with  which  it  was  once  asserted,  pauses  to  offer 
ajustification — but  it  is  an  unnecessary  effort.  It  is  no  longer  the 
cnstom  to  call  Thackeray  cynical.  We  have  learned  to  know  him 
better  by  mere  lapse  of  years. 

He  was  the  only  great  humourist,  in  our  opinion,  whom  the 
present  age  has  brought  forth.  Dickens  has  been  honoured  with  \h» 
vtmidt  but  to  set  forth  the  oddities  and  eccentricities  of  life,  to  piok 
etettge  characters  out  of  the  mud,  and  set  before  us  the  grotesques  of 
nature,  requires  a  facility  altogether  different  from  that  which,  putting 
before  us  no  new  types,  no  exaggerated  peculiarities,  but  people  like 
oanelves,  formed  of  the  ordinary  metal  of  humanity,  makes  us 
aeqaainied  with  all  the  laughable  pranks  of  human  vanity  witiiout 
taking  away  our  sympathy  for  our  fooUsh  brothers.  This  sympathy 
nms  through  and  through  all  Thackeray's  work.  We  are  not  sure 
tbat  it  is  not  called  forth  even  for  Barry  Lyndon ;  and  Captain  Costigan 
otttamly,  with  all  his  sins  upon  his  head,  never  gets  beyond  a  certain 
Mt^ung  of  fellow-feeling.  But  who  would  think  of  regarding  Mrs» 
Gamp  with  any  sympathetic  sentiment  ?  In  the  one  case  we  laugh 
mtb  an  unmoved  indifference  to  the  individual,  who  is  odious  always, 
even  when  most  amusing ;  while  in  the  other  we  are  never  without  a 
hope  that  l^ey  may  ^  tak'  a  thocht  and  mend,'  as  Bums  wished  that 
the  devil  himself  might  do.  But  it  is  not  our  business  to  discuss 
das  great  quality.  Humour  is  the  fashion,  the  fevourite  qioality  of 
the  age ;  we  all  like  to  credit  ourselves  with  its  possession?  and  to 
claim  the  power  of  controlling  our  own  absurdities  by  means  of  it^  as 
well  as  perceiving  those  of  other  men. 

;  Mr.  Trollope  has  little  to  tell  us  of  Thackeray  that  we  do  not 
already  know.  He  was  bom  of  a  well-connected^  well-establii^ied 
&mily,  perhaps  with  no  floating  grandeur  of  a  pedigree,  but  with 
gyrations  of  cultivated  lives  behind  him :  and  thus  had  the  advan- 
tfligey  not  shared  by  all  his  rivals,  of  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
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inner  life  of  those  classes  who  are  the  favourites  of  literature,  and 
among  whom  the  finer  problems  of  civilised  life  can  best  be  studied, 
Dickens  never  possessed  this  advantage.  However  elevated  the 
society  might  be  in  which  he  lived,  in  fiction  he  was  never  at  home 
among  gentlemen,  and  had  no  freedom  in  handling  them.  But 
though  thus  standing  on  a  higher  level  than  his  great  competitor, 
Thackeray  had  not  his  immediate  success — he  had  not  even  the  suc- 
cess which  attended  Lever's  easy  and  dashing  sketches ;  but  toiled 
upward  for  a  long  time  before  his  hand  touched  at  a  hazard  the 
hidden  spring,  and  the  door  flew  open  before  him.  Up  to  this 
time  he  had  lived  a  struggling  life;  spending  and  losing  in  the 
first  place  the  little  fortune  to  which  he  was  bom,  and  then  for  a 
number  of  years  struggling  along  with  varying  degrees  of  unpros- 
perity,  neither  happy  in  his  circumstances,  nor  fortunate  in  his  efforts, 
but  always  cheerful,  always  honourable  and  self-sustained;  a  man 
flung  by  stress  of  weather  into  many  out-of-the-way  vessels  and 
voyages,  but  never  staining  his  good  name,  or  leaving  shame  behind 
him.  Mr.  TroUope  is  disposed  to  discourse  a  good  deal  upon  the 
story  which  does  not  furnish  him  with  the  details  he  loves.  And 
indeed  we  cannot  but  regret  that,  having  been  opened  up  at  all,  it 
should  not  have  been  given  with  more  detail,  and  a  more  complete 
revelation  afforded  us  of  the  life-long  sorrows  and  deprivations,  the 
sweet  and  gay  and  melancholy  humour  with  which  he  faced  his 
troubles,  and  the  purity  and  honour  of  the  imperfect  and  diminished 
life  to  which  he  was  sentenced  from  early  manhood,  and  which  he 
lived  heroically,  seeking  no  compromises  or  compensations  for  the 
loss  which  honour  and  duty  called  upon  him  to  bear.  It  was  but  the 
other  day  that  a  great  writer  protested  against  the  excuses  offered 
for  some  offenders  against  justict^,  that  they  were  highly  moral  and 
devoted  to  their  wives  and  children ;  but  whatever  truth  there  may 
be  in  this  protest,  it  is  but  right  that  such  a  moral  hero  as  Thackeray 
should  have  his  meed  of  praise.  Society  has  learned  to  condone 
many  a  doubtful  connection  formed  by  those  who  have  genius  (or 
rank  or  wealth)  suflScient  to  compel  its  tolerance  qnomd  mime. 
But  here  was  a  man  who  might  have  been  excused  if  any  could, 
whom  no  one  could  have  had  the  right  to  judge  harshly,  but  who 
asked  no  indulgence,  required  no  tolerance,  and  lived  bis  half-life 
with  uncomplaining  courage.  The  circumstances  are  such  that  per- 
haps no  biographer  could  yet  speak  with  perfect  freedom  of  this  part 
of  Thackeray's  life.  He  was  a  man  of  the  world,  a  man  full  of 
life  and  the  love  of  enjoyment,  and  at  the  same  time  of  domestic 
affection  and  that  need  of  household  expansion  and  the  support  of 
love  and  sympathy  which  belong  to  most  fine  natures ;  yet  he  bore 
without  a  murmur  the  desolation  of  his  home,  and  left  not  the  ghost 
of  any  doubtful  connection  to  disturb  the  adoring  devotion  of  his 
children.  When  so  many  indiscretions  are  condoned,  should  not  this 
noble  discretion  and  self-command  be  told  in  his  praise  ?  There  is  no 
more  beautiful  feature  in  Lever's  life  than  his  faithful  love  for  the 
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wife  who  was  everything  to  him  ;  there  can  be  no  nobler  trait  in  any 
existence  than  Thackeray's  undeviating  fidelity  to  the  wife  who,  by 
the  saddest  of  afflictions,  was  nothing  to  him,  and  could  nob  even  have 
felt  any  pang,  had  he  escaped  somehow,  as  so  many  men  do,  from  the 
bond  which  cut  him  oflF  from  so  many  of  the  enjoyments  of  life. 

We  have  said  that  Mr.  TroUope  is  a  little  apt  to  moralise  upon 
the  life  which  he  is  not,  we  suppose,  permitted  to  fill  in  with 
fuller  particulars.  He  gives  Thackeray  credit  for  irregularity  and 
idleness,  and  tells  us  various  particulars  of  his  dilatoriness.  One,  for 
instance,  which  ended  very  pleasantly  for  Mr.  TroUope  himself,  in  the 
substitution  of  a  hastily  written  (but  admirable)  story  of  his  own 
for  the  novel  planned  and  intended  by  Thackeray  with  which  the 
*  Cornhill  Magazine '  began  its  career.  This  passage,  however,  is  so 
exti'emely  characteristic,  if  not  of  Thackeray,  at  least  of  Mr.  Trollope, 
that  we  are  tempted  to  give  it  in  full. 

About  two  months  before  the  opening  day  I  wrote  to  him  suggesting 
that  he  should  accept  from  me  a  series  of  four  short  stories  on  which  I  was 
engaged.  I  got  back  a  long  letter  in  which  he  said  nothing  about  my  short 
stories,  but  asking  whether  I  could  go  to  work  at  once  and  let  him  have  a 
long  novel  so  that  it  might  begin  with  the  first  number.  At  the  same 
time  I  heard  from  the  publisher,  who  suggested  some  interesting  little 
details  as  to  honorarium.  The  little  detail  were  very  interesting,  but 
absolutely  no  time  was  allowed  me.  It  was  required  that  the  first  portion 
of  my  book  should  be  in  the  printer's  hands  within  a  month.  Now  it  was 
my  theory,  and  ever  since  this  occurrence  has  been  my  practice,  to  see  the 
end  of  my  own  work  before  the  public  should  see  the  commencement.  If  I 
did  this  thing  I  must  not  only  abandon  my  theory  but  instantly  contrive  a 
story,  or  begin  to  write  it  before  it  was  contrived.  That  was  what  I  did, 
urged  by  the  interesting  nature  of  the  details.  ...  I  will  not  say  that 
the  story  which  came  was  good,  but  it  was  received  with  greater  favour 
than  any  I  had  written  before  or  have  written  since.  I  think  that  almost  any- 
thing would  then  have  been  accepted  coming  under  Thackeray's  editor&hip. 

I  was  astonished  that  work  should  be  required  in  such  haste,  knowing 
that  much  preparation  had  been  made,  and  that  the  service  of  almost  any 
English  novelist  might  have  l>een  obtained  if  asked  for  in  due  time.  It  was 
my  readiness  that  was  needed  rather  than  any  other  gift.  The  riddle  was 
to  me  after  a  time.  Thackeray  had  himself  intended  to  begin  with  obc 
of  his  owu  great  novels,  but  had  put  it  off  till  it  was  too  late.  *  Level  the 
Widower '  was  commenced  at  the  same  time  as  my  story,  but  *  Level  the 
Widower '  was  not  substantial  enough  to  appear  as  the  principal  joint  at 
the  banquet.  Though  your  guests  will  imdoubtedly  dine  off  the  little 
delicacies  you  provide  for  them,  there  must  be  a  heavy  saddle  of  mutton 
among  the  viands  prepared.  1  was  the  saddle  of  mutton,  Thackeray  having 
omitted  to  get  his  joint  down  to  the  fire  in  time  enough.  My  fitness  lay  in 
my  capacity  for  qiuck  roasting. 

'  It  was  his  nature  to  be  idle — to  put  off  his  work,'  Mr.  Trollope 
says  in  another  place,  with  all  the  conscious  strength  of  a  man  who 
takes  Time  by  the  forelock,  does  his  so  many  hours  of  work  daily^ 
and  has  so  many  novels  to  the  good,  all  put  away  in  drawers  and 
ready  for  use.  according  to  the  whisper  of  malicious  gossip.  Thackeraj 
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did  not  do  this;  he  wrote  from  hand  to  mouth,  composing  part  by 
part  as  he  published  them,  a  mode  which,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
doubted advantages  of  Mr.  Trollope's  more  orderly  way,  has  also 
something  to  recommend  it,  especially  for  the  writer  to  whom  it  is 
essential  to  be  in  sympathy  with  his  readers,  and  to  keep  up  the 
freshness  of  his  own  interest  by  way  of  holding  theirs.  And  it  was 
no  doubt  a  method  very  suitable  to  the  character  of  Thackeray's  work, 
of  which  the  plot  and  story  are  the  smallest  part,  and  which,  opening 
up.  one  mind,  and  soul,  and  life  after  another  in  an  apparently 
capricious,  episodical  way,  fell  in  very  well  with  the  new  start  of  every 
month,  which  made  it  natural  and  advantageous  for  the  artist  to  shift 
the  light  of  his  lamp,  sotiiat  now  one  little  circle,  now  another,  should 
glow  with  that  complete,  minute,  and  all-pervading  illumination 
which  makes  every  character  and  every  foible  of  every  character,  and 
their  goodness  and  their  truth,  and  their  little  fibs  and  deceits,  and 
all  the  unseen,  half-conscious  mechanism  of  their  lives,  so  familiar  to 
us.  But  perhaps  Mr.  Trollope  does  not  quite  see,  being  a  man  of 
more  orderly  and  industrious  ways,  how  this  '  idleness  '  of  his  friend's 
nature  chimed  in  with  the  conditions  of  his  art. 

Working  in  this  way  as  he  lived,  his  craft  no  distinct  thing  to  be 
shtelved  in  so  many  hours  of  close  labour,  and  put  away  from  the 
ordinary  coiirse  of  his  existence,  Thackeray  went  on  after  his  first 
great  success,  a  true  spectator,  a  more  graphic  and  familiar  chorus 
than  ancient  art  ever  invented,  showing  to  all  beholders  how  the 
world  wagged.  Great  passions  were  not  in  his  way,  and  he  studiously 
disowned  the  heroic,  notwithstanding  that  perhaps  the  most  purely 
heroic  figure  of  modem  fiction  owes  existence  to  his  hand.  George 
Eliot  professes  a  far  more  serious  meaning  than  Thackeray,  and  is 
the  possessor  of  at  least  an  equal  genius,  but  neither  has  she,  nor 
any  other  writer  of  the  century,  invented  for  us  anything  that  can 
staiid  by  the  side  of  Thomas  Newcome.  But  the  genius  to  whom 
we  owe  that  ideal  gentleman  went  through  the  world  laughing  in  the 
face  of  his  countrymen,  and  protesting  that  the  heroic  was  not,  and 
that  his  were  novels  without  a  hero.  Naturally  the  public  took  his 
art  at  his  own  word,  not  seeing  the  humour  of  the  protest,  nor  how 
the  writer  was  laughing  softly,  with  the  tears  almost  too  deep  down 
to  be  visible,  at  his  own  certainty  of  an  ideal  and  heroic  human 
nature  as  well  as  at  theirs.  One  can  imagine  that  he  laughed  still, 
but  a  little  ruefully,  when  he  found  how  entirely  he  had  succeeded  in 
producing  the  confusion  he  had  worked  for,  and  in  getting  one  of 
the  tenderest  of  human  hearts  branded  with  the  name  of  cynic.  But 
all  the  same  it  was  his  own  doing ;  for  how  were  the  unknown  masses, 
who  knew  nothing  of  him  but  what  he  chose  to  tell  us,  to  see  through 
the  paradox.    Happily  by  this  time  it  has  explained  itself. 

It  was  Thackeray's  name  which  floated  off  into  full  flood  of  pro- 
sperity our  able  and  brilliant  contemporary,  the  *  Cornhill  Magazine.' 
Some  of  the  '  Roundabout  Papers,'  published  in  its  earlier  years,  were 
among  the  most  exquisite  chapters  he  ever  wrote ;  easier,  as  being  a 
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direct  oommunication  from  himself  to  his  audience,  without  the  in- 
t^ention  of  any  formal  framework  of  a  story  to  interfere  with  the 
flow  of  his  commentary ;  and  full  of  all  the  softness  and  kindness  of 
bis  real  nature.  Everything  he  touched  at  last  turned  to  gold.  One 
of  the  enterprises  of  his  life,  his  lectures,  was  undertaken  greatly 
against  the  grain,  and  with  many  doubts  as  to  the  effect  it  might 
have  upon  his  reputation  and  standing,  for  the  most  tender  and 
laodafale  of  purposes.  Puhlio  opinion  has  fully  pronounced  against 
Uie  idea  that  public  appearances  of  this  kind  are  derogatory  in  any 
case.  But  we  cannot  see  how  they  ever  could  have  been  derogatory 
in  his,  since  there  was  in  them  no  trading  upon  bygone  effort,  no 
reproduction  of  old  work,  made  piquant  by  the  exhibition  of  the 
artist  himself  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  the  public ;  but  a  series  of 
original  compositions  made  bona  fide  for  the  object  he  had  in  view. 

As  there  is  so  little  opportunity  of  giving  a  fedr  impression  of 
this  man,  as  a  man,  to  the  reader  who  has  no  other  means  of  knowing, 
we  may  quote  the  end  of  Mr.  TroUope's  essay  in  biography,  which 
shows  at  least  the  estimate  of  Thackeray's  character  nmde  by  those 
who  knew  him  best. 

His  diaritj  was  overflowing,  his  generosity  excessive.  I  heard  once  a 
story  of  woe  from  a  man  who  was  a  dear  friend  of  both  of  us.  The  gen- 
tleman wanted  a  large  sum'  of  money  instantly — something  under  two 
tiuraaand  pounds — had  no  natural  fiiends  who  could  provide  it,  but  must 
go  utterly  to  the  wall  without  it.  Pondering  over  this  sad  condition  of 
tilings  just  revealed  to  me,  I  met  Thackeray  between  the  two  mounted 
heroes  at  the  Horse  Guards,  and  told  him  the  story.  *  Do  you  jaean  to  say 
that  I  am  to  find  the  two  thousand  pounds  ? '  he  said  angrily,  with  some 
expletives.  I  explained  that  I  had  not  even  suggested  the  doing  of  any- 
tioDg,  only  that  we  might  discuss  the  matter.  Then  there  came  over  his 
boi  a  peculiar  smile,  and  a  wink  in  his  eye,  and  he  whispered  his  sugges- 
tion as  though  half  ashamed  of  his  meanness.  '  I'll  go  half,'  he  said,  *  if 
anybody  will  do  the  rest.'  And  he  did  go  half  at  a  day  or  two's  notice, 
thoogh  the  gentleman  was  no  more  than  simply  a  friend.  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  add  that  the  money  was  quickly  repaid.    I  could  tell  various  stories 

the  same  kind,  only  that  I  lack  space. 

He  was  no  cynic,  but  he  was  a  satirist,  and  could  now  and  then  be  a 
satirist  in  conversation,  hitting  very  hard  when  he  did  hit.  When  he 
was  in  America  he  met  at  dinner  a  literary  gentleman  of  high  character, 
middle-aged,  and  most  dignified  deportment.  The  gentleman  was  one  whose 
dttracter  and  acquirements  stood  very  high — deservedly  so — ^but  who  in 
society  had  that  air  of  wrapping  his  toga  around  him,  which  adds,  or  is 
SQppoeed  to  add,  many  cubits  to  a  man's  height.  But  he  had  a  broken 
noee.  At  dinner  he  talked  much  of  the  tender  passion,  and  did  so  in  a 
manner  which  stirred  up  Thackeray's  feeling  of  the  ridiculous.  '  What 
hag  the  world  come  to,'  said  Thackeray,  out  loud  to  the  table,  '  when  two 
broken-nosed  old  fogies  like  you  and  me  sit  talking  about  love  to  each 
other ! '  The  gentleman  was  astounded,  and  could  only  sit  wrapping  his 
toga  in  silent  dismay  for  the  rest  of  the  evening. 

These  incident*  are  almost  equally  delightful  and  characteristic  of 
the  man,  who  could  not  bear  to  see  trouble  without  relieving  it,  or 
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pretentious  folly  without  slaying  it  with  swift  and  penetrating  shafts 
of  ridicule.  Mr.  TroUope  concludes  his  work  by  declaring  with  an 
emotion  which  does  him  honour : — 

Such  is  my  idea  of  the  man  whom  many  call  cynic,  but  whom  I  regard 
as  one  of  the  most  soft-hearted  of  human  beings,  sweet  as  Charity  itself, 
who  went  about  the  world  dropping  pearls,  doing  good,  and  never  wilfully 
inflicting  a  wound. 

We  may  add  that  the  mere  fact  of  this  little  biographical  chapter 
having  been  written,  should,  we  think,  incline  Thackeray's  represen- 
tatives to  reconsider  the  expediency  of  giving  a  fuller  picture  to  the 
world.  As  it  has  not  been  possible  to  conform  to  the  letter  of  his  wish, 
perhaps  it  would  be  more  according  to  the  spirit  of  that  wish,  that  he 
should  be  made  known  to  posterity  in  a  perfect  and  complete  manner, 
rather  than  by  slight  sketches  and  broken  gleams  of  revelation. 
His  letters,  which  we  believe  have  been  preserved  in  large  numbers, 
would  of  themselves  furnish  a  memorial  more  worthy,  and  a  record 
more  genuine,  than  any  composition.  His  works  disclose  his  mind 
more  than  his  character  to-  the  public,  and  though  those  who  know 
something  of  the  latter  will  read  a  great  deal  between  the  lines,  yet 
we  can  scarcely  believe  that  any  completely  uninstructed  reader  would 
be  able  to  divine  the  generous,  tender,  soft-hearted,  sweet-tempered, 
manly  and  modest  and  unstained  nature  of  the  man  from  '  Pen- 
dennis '  or  *  Vanity  Fair.'  To  know  more  about  him,  to  know  all  that 
can  be  known,  would  be  nothing  but  a  benefit  to  the  world. 

It  is  a  high  testimony  to  the  artistic  classes  that  so  many 
of  the  most  interesting  biographies  we  meet  with  come  from  their 
ranks.  Statesmen,  and  warriors,  and  philosophers  may  play  greater 
parts  in  the  world;  but  for  the  interest  of  himian  character,  for 
glimpses  into  pleasant  homes,  and  for  that  friendly  intercom-se  which 
books  sometimes  aflford  us,  widening  our  acquaintance,  and  enlarging 
the  circle  of  our  sympathies  and  our  capability  of  friendship — it  is  in 
those  circles  at  which  almost  everybody,  not  excepting  the  persons 
chiefly  concerned,  permit  themselves  to  scofif,  that  we  find  most  that 
is  attractive-  Literary  society  has  been  the  subject  of  the  jibes  of 
all  its  own  members,  and  of  many  who  know  nothing  of  it,  since  the  be- 
ginning of  time ;  but,  short  of  the  classes  who  are  without  distinction 
altogether,  and  who  are  frequently  the  most  interesting  of  all,  but  bo 
difficult  to  obtain  a  glimpse  of,  it  is  in  the  homes  of  literature  and 
of  its  allied  arts  that  we  find  most  pleasure,  when  they  become 
matters  of  history.  The  memoir  of  Charles  Mathews  the  Younger,* 
which  is  now  before  us,  is  not  like  that  we  have  been  considering,  the 
story,  more  or  less  imperfect,  of  a  man  of  genius.  He  was,  like  Yorick, 
a  fellow  of  infinite  jest,  of  most  excellent  fancy ;  in  his  way  an  ad- 
mirable actor,  and  with  unbounded  energy,  vivacity,  and  skill,  as 
well  as  that  genial  and  happy  spirit  which  resembles  genius  more  than 

■  The  Life  of  Cliarlei  James  MathifOff  chief y  avtohiographical,  Edit-ed  by 
Charles  Dickens.   MacmiUan  &  Co. 
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any  other  quality;  but  his  claim  did  not  reach  beyond  this.  Every- 
thing he  did  was  easy  to  him,  spontaneous,  and  natural,  but  it  would 
be  doing  Mathews  injustice  to  claim  for  him  a  higher  inspiration. 
Thongh  he  did  all  that  man  could  do  to  save  himself  from  his  pre- 
destined career,  he  was  an  actor  bom ;  and  after  that  determined 
straggle  against  it  which  filled  up  his  earlier  years,  he  yielded  grace- 
fully enough  to  his  fate.    The  greater  part  of  the  two  large  volumes 
before  us  is  autobiography,  and  it  is  very  amasing  reading,  and  gives 
US  the  idea,  not  only  of  an  Admirable  Grichton,  skilled  in  all  the 
arte,  but  of  a  most  bright,  lovable,  and  happy  nature.    A  more 
accomplished,  or  amusing,  or  delightful  young  fellow  scarcely  could 
be  than  the  youth  of  twenty  who  went  with  Lord  Blessington  to  Italy 
in  the  year  1823,  and  kept  his  noble  patrons  in  amusement  with  a 
thousand  clevernesses,  with  his  pencil  and  his  voice,  and  his  extraor- 
dinary powers  as  a  mimic,  and  his  vivacious  and  happy  presence. 
The  account  he  gives  of  himself  to  his  parents  at  home,  with  whom 
he  was  on  terms  of  the  happiest  confidence,  is  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive kind,  and  the  reader  will  wish  as  he  reads,  that  he  could  be 
sure  of  having  so  lively,  intelligent,  and  agreeable  a  companion  for 
his  next  long  journey,  or  country-house  visitation.     He  had  his 
little  impetuosities  also,  sparks  of  generous  temper,  and  fine  flashes 
of  self-assertion;  but  no  more  than  becomes  a  high-spirited  youth. 
We  do  not  know  when  we  have  come  across  a  more  pleasant 
picture.    And  this  young  professor  of  all  the  arts  showed  himself 
as  shrewd  and  sensible  in  business  as  he  was  brilliant  in  all  the 
el^ances  of  life.  No  wonder  the  parents  were  proud  of  him,  to  whom 
he  writes  of  all  his  adventures  with  affectionate  &miliarity,  yet  respect, 
and  whose  trust  in  him,  and  satisfstction  with  all  he  does,  give  happi- 
ness to  their  lives.    There  have  been  various  publications  lately  in 
which  the  domestic  life  of  eminent  actors  has  been  exhibited  to  the 
world.    Fanny  Kemble,  for  instance,  in  her  '  Records  of  a  Girlhood,' 
has  laid  open  to  us  a  home  so  kindly,  so  refined  and  graceful  in  its 
homeliness,  that  the  most  prejudiced  of  old-fashioned  readers  could  do 
nothing  but  admire ;  and  here  is  another,  not  so  distinct  in  all  its 
accessories,  but  equally  decorous,  well-ordered,  and  graceful,  in  which 
the  good  son  who  has  secured  the  suffrages  of  all  who  have  had  to  do 
with  him  from  his  boyhood,  is  at  once  the  pride  and  -  consolation,  the 
object  of  all  hopes  and  wishes,  and  the  most  beloved  friend  and  coun- 
sellor of  his  parents,  reciprocating  their  tender  trust  and  confidence. 
These  are  the  player-folk,  whom  we  assume  to  be  lawless  and  irregular 
by  right  of  their  profession.    The  revelation  is  a  very  charming  one. 
lliere  is  no  teasing  of  the  boy  with  unnecessary  restrictions  in  this 
pleasant  record,  no  conflict  between  parent  and  child,  no  impatience 
on  one  side  or  attempt  at  constraint  on  the  other.    All  is  wise,  kind, 
and  mutually  considerate  in  the  femiily  relations,  and  last,  and  most 
perfect  evidence  of  their  mutual  trust  and  excellence,  the  parents  are 
liberal  and  the  son  economicaL   Not  often,  either  in  the  world  or  in 
Ixx^  is  the  union  and  agreement  so  perfect.    The  best  of  fathers 
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mistake  their  sons,  the  best  of  mothers  misunderstand  them.  Here, 
however,  there  is  neither  the  one  mistake  nor  the  other,  but  all  goes 
on  with  perfect  harmony — an  example  to  the  world. 

Perhaps,  if  there  had  been  a  little  less  perfection  of  intercourse, 
the  story  would  have  been  more  moving.  As  it  is,  we  are  introduced  to  a 
most  excellent  family  party,  using  perhaps  a  little  finer  language  on 
account  of  their  connection  with  the  stage,  and  in  everything  else  acting-, 
up  to  the  best  ideal  of  their  parts.  A  suspicious  recollection,  quite 
unjust  and  injurious,  yet  involuntary,  of  the  'pkre  noble,  haunts  ns 
when  we  read  the  excellent  letters  of  Charles  Mathews  the  elder, 
who  on  the  stage,  as  is  very  well  known,  never  did  attempt  the  line 
of  heavy  father.  But  this  is  a  wicked  and  improper  suggestion,  and 
the  group  is  as  dignified  and  pleasant  a  group  as  could  be  met  with. 
However,  it  is  young  Charles's  course  of  pleasant  adventure,  and  all 
his  delightful  circle  of  accomplishments,  that  chiefly  charm  us.  What 
so  congenial  to  the  recollection  of  that  summer  sea,  that  magical 
air,  those  moons  and  skies  of  Italy,  as  the  life  of  youthflil  enjoyment, 
all  song,  all  society,  all  mirth  and  luxurious  pleasure,  which  the  yoimg 
man  lives  on  the  shore  of  the  most  lovely  of  bays,  with  all  these  fine 
people  about  him,  dashing  oflF  beautiful  sketches,  lively  songs,  and 
mischievous  mystifications  and  sketches  of  character  with  the  most 
lighthearted  facility.  He  was  working  hard  at  art  in  those  early 
days,  studying  Italian  architecture  (his  profession  being  that  of  an 
architect),  measuring  every  villa  he  sketched,  and  knitting  his  brows 
over  plans  and  calculations.  He  was  indeed  engaged  upon  the  plans 
of  a  mansion  for  Lord  Blessington,  which  was  never  to  be  built,  but 
which  was  then  intended  to  give  a  beginning  to  the  young  architect, 
who  was  never  to  be  an  architect  any  more  than  his  sketches  were  to 
grow  into  Lord  Blessington's  house. 

It  says  a  great  deal  for  the  wholesome  character  of  the  all- 
accomplished  boy,  that  after  this  resplendent  episode  of  Naples  and 
the  Blessingtons,  and  all  the  i)ettiiig  and  fiattery  and  succ^  of  his 
«arly  career,  he  went  into  the  wilds  of  North  Wales  with  a  brave  heart 
as  surveyor  to  a  flash  company,  and  wrote  as  cheerfully  from  the 
chaos  of  the  '  Welsh  Iron  and  Coal  Mining  Company '  as  firom  the 
Italian  villa.  In  the  same  way,  after  another  long  and  delightful 
period  of  rambling,  studying,  and  adventuring  in  Italy,  and  after 
several  chapters  of  renewed  success  in  society,  picnicking  with 
duchesses,  and  other  such  piquant  amusements,  he  took,  in  despair  of 
establishing  himself  more  effectively,  a  situation  as  local  surveyor  at 
Bow,  which  he  held  for  three  years,  journeying  to  and  fro  on  the  top 
of  an  omnibus, '  with  the  Building  Act  in  my  hand,'  into  those  wilds 
of  obscure  and  dingy  London  which  are  further  from  the  centre  of 
society  than  either  Naples  or  Pontblyddyn.  *  The  only  touch  of  joy 
I  had,'  he  says,  *  was  on  the  discovery  of  a  locality  rejoicing  in  the 
name  of  Cutthroat  Lane,  and  in  no  other  place  could  I  make  up  my 
mind  to  fix  my  office.  **  District  Surveyor,  Cutthroat  Lane,"  was 
something  to  have  on  one*s  card,  and  gave  a  spice  of  romance  to  the 
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affikm'  We  are  not  told,  which  is  a  pity,  whether  the  Surveyor  ef 
Bow  had  any  time  to  disport  himself  among  the  dudiesses  while  this^ 
address  was  on  his  card.  Immediately  afterwards  he  was  driven  to 
the  stage  by  stress  of  circimistances ;  his  father's  affairs  having  fallen 
into  irretrievable  confusion*  Short  of  this  supreme  reason,  it  \s 
curious  to  remark,  no  actor's  son  or  daughter  consents  to  take  up 
the  paternal  occupation.  This  cause  drove  Macready  on  to  the 
stage;  it  led  thither  the  two  accomplished  Kembles,  Fanny  and 
Adelaide  ;  and  it  transported  Charles  Matiiews  from  the  uncongenial 
surroundings  of  Cuttl^oat  Lane.  Perhaps  things  would  have  gone 
better  had  he  yielded  sooner  to  the  inevitaUe  fate. 

The  most  painful  part  of  Charles  Mathews'  life  occurred  after 
his  marriage  to  Madame  Vestris,  an  episode  very  lightly  dwelt  upon, 
save  in  respect  to  the  overwhelming  embarrassments  which  the  theatre 
brought  upon  the  pair  of  actors,  embarrassments  which  culminated  in 
the  highly  dramatic  incident  of  Mathews'  arrest  when  on  the  eve 
of  setting  out  for  the  theatre,  where  he  was  to  play  some  of  his 
favourite  parts.  Debts  and  difficulties  had  so  increased  upon  him  that 
the  arrest  itself  might  be  natural  enough,  but  the  personal  hostility 
that  contrived  it  e^ictly  at  the  moment  when  the  provincial  theatre 
was  crammed,  and  the  appearance  of  the  'star'  eagerly  expected,  is 
melodramatic  in  the  extreme;  and  the  attendwt  circumstances — 
the  pandemonium  of  the  debtors'  prison,  which  it  is  almost  impossible 
te  believe  in  as  having  existed  so  short  a  time  ago,  and  in  which 
Mathews  was  almost  as  incongruous  a  figure  as  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield 
in  his  not  unsimilar  imprisonment — and  the  still  sadder  unseen 
figure  of  the  suffering  wife,  who  died  a  few  days  after  his  liberation, 
give  all  the  features  of  a  tragedy  of  domestic  life  to  this  miserable 
chapter  of  Mathews*  existence.  But  it  was  only  a  chapter  in  that 
long  life.  His  wife's  death  ended  what  would  seem  to  have  been  in 
more  ways  than  one  his  grand  mistake,  and  left  him  still  a  young 
man  to  form  new  ties,  under  serener  heavens.  He  lived  to  seventy- 
five,  always  in  the  exercise  of  his  profession,  playing  to  the  last,  always 
popular,  always  successful.  We  cannot  think  that  the  performances 
of  an  old  man  in  broadly  comic  parts  are  ever  a  pleasant  exhibition, 
however  wonderful  may  be  his  state  of  preservation :  but  Mathews'  per- 
formance in  '  The  Critic '  was  without  doubt  a  most  finished  and  fine 
piece  of  acting,  and  his  transformation  from  Sir  Fretful  Plagiary  to 
Puff  something  like  a  miracle.  We  will  not  say,  however,  that  we 
like  him  as  well  when  he  pi'esents  himself  before  us  as  an  old  actor, 
making  the  little  speeches  which  delighted  the  public,  and  a  great 
deal  of  money  to  boot,  as  when  he  was  a  young  artist,  playing  a 
thousand  gay  parts,  not  for  gain,  but  for  fame  and  pleasure,  in  the 
highest  enjoyment  of  his  own  faculties  and  life. 

It  is  rarely  enough  that  a  student  of  the  art  of  biography  has  it  in 
his  power  to  contemplate  together  a  group  which  has  done  so  much 
to  l^hten  up  and  brighten  the  age — ^and  there  is  a  whimsical  pleasure 
in  contrasting  these  men  so  full  of  genial  gifts,  and,  thoi^h  in  degrees 
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so  di£ferent,  of  genius  itself,  the  one  unaccountable  and  supreme 
endowment  which  we  can  neither  create  nor  acquire  by  cultiv^atio% 
but  which  bloweth  where  it  listeth  like  that  Divine  Spirit  which  is 
the  fountain  of  inspiration — with  the  excellent  artist^  and  good  man 
whose  record  of  his  own  life  and  work  is  so  quaintly  imlike  theirs. 
Sir  Gilbert  Scott  was,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  an  architect 
of  great  powers.    No  one  has  left  more  traces  of  his  progress  through- 
out England.    He  has  embellished  his  country  over  all  its  surface, 
and  left  his  mark  even  upon  other  countries  which  are  supposed  to  be 
better  instructed  in  art  than  England.     And  this  he  has  done, 
though  with  prudent  regard,  as  became  a  man  of  sense,  to  the 
practical  advantages,  yet  with  a  great  deal  of  honest  enthusiasm 
and  ^  feeling '  for  his  art.    We  took  up  the  one  volume  to  which  he 
and  his  editor  have  judiciously  confined  themselves  with  feelings  of 
pleasant  expectation.    An  excellent  artist,  and  a  good  man:  what 
more  could  be  desired?    But  alas!  dear  reader,  tiiere  is  something 
more  to  be  desired.    A  man  may  be  very  good  and  may  not  be  in- 
teresting :  it  is  a  quality  like  another.    There  are  some  who  are 
short  and  some  who  are  tall ;  some  who  are  dark  and  some  who  are 
£air ;  and,  in  like  manner,  some  people  are  interesting  and  some  are — 
not;   Sir  Gilbert  did  a  great  deal  of  excellent  work.  OwcfumsfpioA^ 
he  may  say,  as  a  still  greater  architect  did.    Look  round  you, 
and  you  will  see  what  he  has  done ;  but  if  you  read  the  book  in 
which  his  name  is  enshrined,  you  must  be  content  to  read  it  for 
some  other  purpose  than  that  of  knowing  him.    Just  as  he  says, 
with  excellent  brevity  and  truth,  of  an  art  expedition,  <  I  enjoyed 
it  greatly,'  we  can  but  say  of  him, '  He  was  an  excellent  man.'  But 
the  interest  lies  in  the  details,  in  a  certain  kind  and  choice  of  details 
which  we  cannot  teach  any  man  how  to  make,  and  which  this  admir- 
able artist  did  not  know  how  to  make.    Otherwise  his  life  might 
have  had  sufficient  elements  of  interest  in  it.    He  had  a  struggle 
in  the  beginning  of  his  career  which  almost  for  ^  few  pages  gets  to 
the  point  of  being  interesting,  and  there  is  a  quite  unintentional 
indication  of  a  vigorous  rapid  figure  by  his  side  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Mo£fat,  his  early  partner,  who  catches  our  eye  and  seems  to  possess  the 
necessary  human  features.    But  though  this  gentleman  is  about  the 
only  point  in  the  book  which  will  attract  the  reader,  he  did  not  so 
well  suit  the  writer,  and  accordingly  he  drops  very  early  in  the  nar- 
rative, and  we  are  left  to  virtuous  dullness  and  Sir  Gilbert.  The 
autobiography,  we  are  told,  was  not  meant  for  publication,  but  for 
the  instruction  of  the  sons  who  have  very  good  reason  to  be  proud  of 
such  a  father.    This,  however,  can  only,  we  feel,  be  partially  true, 
for  it  is  in  fiEU3t  a  long  and  tedious  and  detailed  defence  and  explana- 
tion of  certain  incidents  in  Sir  Gilbert's  professional  career,  which 
his  children  no  doubt  were  already  acquainted  with,  and  of  which 


*  Perfonal  and  Profestiifnal  Bt'eollections.  By  Sir  Gilbert  Scott.  Sampson 
Low  &  Co. 
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they  could  not  need  so  elaborate  a  re-statement.  The  great  archi- 
tect was  both  honest  and  modest,  but  he  does  not  like  it  to  be 
said  or  thought  that  his  work  ever  fell  off  or  was  less  than  excellent, 
or  that  he  did  not  act  exactly  as  he  ought  to  have  done  in  the 
occasional  professional  crises  which  occurred  from  time  to  time*  How 
it  was  that,  being  a  Gothic  architect,  and  having  sent  in  Gothic 
plans,  he  should  have  held  &st  by  his  appointment  as  architect  of  the 
new  public  o£Bces,  even  though  it  was  necessary  to  cancel  his  first 
designs  and  execute  the  work  in  the  Classic  style,  he  is  specially 
anxious  to  explain.  It  would  have  been  better  taste  if  in  doing  so 
he  had  not  represented  Lord  Palmerston  as  entirely  under  the  thumb 

of  Mr,  B  ,  a  hostile  member  of  the  profession,  and  the  Prince 

Consort  as  speaking  the  sentiments  with  which  Mr.  C  had  indoc- 
trinated him.  Both  these  great  personages  were  very  capable  of,  and 
more  than  likely  to  possess,  an  opinion  of  their  own  ;  but  Sir  Gilbert 
evidently  felt  it  necessary  to  believe  that  private  jealousy  must  have 
scHnething  to  do  with  any  check  in  his  prosperous  career.  It  is  not  his 
iault  that  he  haf«  injudicious  backers,  but  it  is  a  pity  that  it  should 
have  been  thought  necessary  to  supplement  so  much  explanation  as 
Sir  Gilbert  has  given  of  special  passages  in  his  professional  life,  with 
an  explanation  of  Sir  Gilbert  himself  from  the  somewhat  fantastical 
hand  of  the  Dean  of  Chichester,  to  whom  we  owe  an  anecdote  in  the 
very  worst  taste,  of  a  confidence  which  it  is  to  be  regretted  the  good 
man  shoidd  have  made  even  to  his  confidential  servant,  but  which 
certainly  should  never  have  come  to  print,  as  to  the  fervour  rf  his 
personal  devotions.  *No  one  about,'  says  Dr.  Burgon,  *not  even 
his  sons,  knew  the  strength  and  ardour  of  those  religious  convictions 
which  were  with  him  an  inheritance,  for  the  Rev.  Thomas  Scott  of 
Aston  Sandford,  the  commentator,  was  his  grandfeither.'  It  is  a  little 
diflBcult  to  follow  the  sequence  of  ideas  here;  but  if  the  fact  of  having 
a  grandfather  who  has  written  a  commentary  is  enough  to  make  reli- 
gious conviction  hereditary,  we  cannot  but  think  that  the  Bev.  Thomas 
Scott  of  Aston  Sandford  would  have  had  a  greater  difficulty  than  our- 
selves in  recognising  the  connection  between  any  ideas  of  his  and 
the  religious  convictions  which  prompted  his  descendant  to  breathe 
a  prayer  for  a  beloved  companion  dead,  every  time  her  image  recurred 
to  him.  We  need  not,  however,  dwell  upon  this  book,  which  is 
neither  literature  nor  biography.  It  is  a  pity  that  some  one  who 
had  some  acquaintance  with  these  arts,  which  are  different  from 
architecture,  should  not  have  had  a  hand  in  it.  It  will  confuse  the 
reader's  ideas  even  as  to  the  eminence  of  Sir  Gilbert  Scott  in  his 
profession,  which  we  for  our  own  part,  as  a  mere  lay  and  uninstructed 
spectator,  believed  to  be  unquestioned,  until  we  saw  how  many  ex- 
planations, and  what  a  detailed  account  of  discussions  andhindrsjioes, 
twenty  years  old,  there  was  to  make. 
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The  State  op  Public  Business. 

rB  sil^i3iee  of  exhausticnat  has  during  the  past  month  succeeded  to 
the*  feverish '  Imperialism '  which  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year  had  shifted  the  centre  of  British  interest  from  Bulgaria  to 
Afghanistan;  from  Afghanistan  to  Zululand.   The  burial  of  Lord 
Lawrence  retnind^  men  of  a  wise  system  the  country  has  been 
•mveigled  into  repudiating,  axid  of  the  probable  cost  of  a  scientific 
•frontier.    The  burial  of  the  princely  victim  to  a  war  of  aggression 
'in  Southern  Africa  awakened  a  fresh  emotion  of  weariness  and  disgust 
at  the  i)arody  of  the  new  Anglo* Afghan  policy  in  another  quarter  of 
the  empire.    But  for  a  time  the  nation  has  ceased  to  concern  itself 
tictively  with  aflfairs  which  have  passed  beyond  its  control.  Without 
its  own  consent  it  has  be^  made  responsible  for  the  good  behavioixr 
of  y^ikoob  Khan  to  his  neighbours,  if  not  to  his  own  subjects.  With- 
roUt  its  6wn  consent  it  is  engaged  on  an  enterprise  which  must  end  in 
Jthc  annihilation  of  the  Zulu  nationality.    After  the  news  of  last 
•Wdek  it  is  allowable  to  hope  that  the  war  is  coming  at  last  to  a  vic- 
^torious  end.  From  that  wart  aiid  its  triumphs  it  expects  no  permanent 
riudvantag^.   On  the  result,  however,  whether  for  good  or  for  ill,  it  do 
jJdnger  speculates  as  though  its  views  could  weigh  in  the  scale.  Past 
^experience  has  taught  it  that  under  a  Conservative  Administration 
the  national  mind  on  foteign  affairs  is  consulted  only  after  the  event. 
'  ^    The  Legislature  participates  so  far  in  the  sentiments  of  the 
'  public.    It  also  is  tired  of  sch^es  of  foreign  and  imperial  policy, 
TBcnd  is  beginning  to  remember  that  in  a  fortnight  the  Prorogation 
^1  be  upon  it.    The  longest  session  of  Parliament  within  this 
'generation  will  bef  over.    It  may  even  be  that  the  present  Par- 
liament will  have  separated  not  again  to  meet.    In  any  case,  an 
■  account  will  be  exacted  of  the  work  the  representatives  of  the  British 
people  have  accomplished.    When  the  reckoning  is  made  mem- 
!  bcrs  must  not  h<5pe  they  will  be  allowed  to  excuse  themselves  for 
sh6i*b6oming8  in  domestic  legislation  on  the  score  of  alleged  achieve- 
r  ments  abroad.    Parliament  is  the  assessor  of  a  Government  in  all  its 
«  business.   There  have  bew  periods  when  a  House  of  Commons  might 
'  have  Justified  inactivity  in  its  natural  task  of  law-making  by  the 
obUgatim  upofk  'it  of  watching  foreign  policy.     Had  the  foreign 
«  poUey  of  the  presefint  Session  been  as  full  of  happy  auguries  for  the 
-  ftiturertas  ,w^  beli«T?e*'it  to  be  the  reverse.  Parliament  could  have 
.  daimed  no  share  in  the  glory.t   It  has  simply  waited  on  the  will  of 
the  Cabinet,  content  to  be  the  reservoir  of  gossip^  and  forced  even  to 
receive  its  gossip  at  second-hand.  The  Eastern  Question,  the  Afghan 
War,  the  attack  on  Cetewayo,  have  occupied  its  attention  in  turn. 
But  it  has  had  no  more  power  over  those  matters  of  high  policy  than 


Digitized  by  Google 


18/93  State  of  Public  Business.         Z7  7 


ta  Conservative  paper.  MeaQwhile  its  own  proper  business  has  been 
simply  stagnating*  Never  in  the  history  of.  popular  representation 
were  so  many  weeks  and  months  wasted  by  a  popular  assembly  in 
doing  so  little. 

The  obstruction  occasioned  by  the  Home  Rule  p^y  is  the 
&vourite  explanation  offered  for  the  fieiilure  of  the  Session.  Last 
year  Irish  obstructiveness  scarcely  disguised  itself  under  the  pretext 
of  criticism.    The  forms  of  the  House  were  abused  with  an  almost 
.  ostentatious  purpose  of  creating  delay.    This  year  the  tactics  have 
been  ehanged.    The  objections  raised  have  oftep  been  very  trivial ; 
.  but  they  have  been  objections  which  would  have  ajK^>used  no  suspicion 
of  an  ulterior  motive  had  they  proceeded  from  a  different,  quarter. 
In  the  Army  Discipline  Bill,  Mr.  Pamell,  Mr.  Power,  and  Mr.. 
(yDonnell  succeeded  in  introducing  some  useful  amendments.  They 
themselves,  however,  have  hardly  dissembled  that  they  had  an  object 
besides  the  improvement  of  military  law.    In  demonstrating  the 
defects  in  proposed  legislation,  they  have  hoped  to  demonstrate  the 
insu£5cieDcy  of  the  energy  and  time  at  the  command  of  a  single 
Parliament  for  the  duties  it  at  present  monopolises.    Yet  more 
extraordinary  than  the  audacity  of  a  handful  of  members  in  throwing 
themselves  across  the  rails  and  defying  the  parliamentary  engine  to 
pass  over  them,  has  been  the  abstinence  of  their  colleagues  from 
.  attempts  to  rid  themselves  of  their  tormentors.  Any  proposition  by  the 
,  Government  which  might  afford  means  of  repressing  obstruction  would 
.  be  hailed  with  delight  by  the  whole  country,  excepting  the  consti- 
tuencies which  return  Home  Eulers.  Within  the  House  itself^  Ministers 
in  planning  a  remedy  might  calculate  upon  the  co-operation  of  the 
.  leaders  of  Opposition.    As  Mr.  Forster  last  month  intimated,  and  as 
Lord  Hartington  over  and  over  again  has  practically  proved,  the  frpnt 
Opposition  bench  sympathises  with  the  difficulties  of  a  G-ovemment 
in  passing  its  measures.    They  who  have  had  the  charge  of  affairs 
know  that  the  Ministerial  bench  is  no  bed  of  roses.   But  the  Govern- 
ment has  shown  itself  either   sublimely  patient,  or  remarkably 
deficient  in  tact.    No  modification  of  the  rules  for  the  conduct  of 
business  has  been  as  yet  devised  which  the  offenders  would  not  easily 
.  turn  to  their  own  advantage.    The  demonstrations  which  have  been 
made  with  a  view  to  intimidate  them  have  proved  lamentable  failures. 
Threats  to  invoke  the  Speaker's  authority,  inopportime  demands  for 
the  taking  down  of  words,  without  any  clear  understanding  what  the 
words  were,  have  been  the  mode  in  which  the  leader  of  the  House 
has  retaliated  on  Mr.  Pamell  and  Mr.  Biggar  and  Mr.  0'Do^nell. 
Altercations  on  behalf  of  an  economy  of  parliamentary  time  have 
OQQsumed  more  hours  than  their  absolute  success  would  have  saved. 
After  its  own  &8hion  the  course  pursued  by  Government  has  been 
itself  a  kind  of  obstruction.    Not  merely  has  it  utterly  fEuled  to  put 
to  silence  the  minute  logic  of  the  controversialists  below  th^  gangway ; 
hot  the  House  itself  has  been  suffered  to  grow  demoralisetjL ,  When 
^jBiaterial  clauses  of  a  Government  Bill  have  been  dismsed  of  in  a 
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long  evening,  they  have  been  either  hustled  through,  or  passed 
in  a  pause  of  angry  and  heated  exhaustion.  The  hope  of  a  spon- 
taneous revival  of  an  industrious  and  sober  temper  in  the  House 
must  be  very  slender  when,  without  any  sense  of  absurdity  being 
touched,  Mr.  Gallan  could  be  heard  lecturing  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  allowing  language  to  be  used  by  his  own  supporters 
*  which  must  necessarily  lead  to  disorder  and  embarrassment.* 

The  Conservative  Government  has  erred  in  this  matter,  as  in 
its  domestic  policy  generally,  by  a  dangerous  incapacity  to  take 
a  line  and  keep  to  it.  A  year  or  more  ago  it  was  clear  to  what  the 
policy  of  obstruction  was  growing.  Yet  the  Chancellor  of  the 
^Exchequer  and  his  colleagues  had  no  remedy  to  offer.  They  have 
permitted  a  year  to  be  wasted,  and  the  disorder  has  now  swollen 
to  an  excess  which  new  rules  of  procedure  would  be  ill-fitted  to 
control.  In  the  present  state  of  things,  with  the  experience  and 
dexterity  come  of  long  impunity,  it  would  be  hard  to  construct 
rules  which  would  forbid  a  Home  Suler,  so  long  as  he  remains  a 
member  of  the  House,  from  criticising  and  proposing  amend- 
ments to  each  section  of  a  long  bill.  A  standing  order  would  be 
a  masterpiece  of  draughtsmanship  which  should  define  what  was 
obstruction  and  what  prolix  and  obstinate,  but  honest,  discussion  on 
the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  military  penalty  of  flogging.  Par- 
liamentary bills  are  by  no  means  of  a  perfection  transcending  candid 
criticism.  In  the  debates  on  the  Army  Discipline  Bill,  Mr.  Pamell 
displayed  a  knowledge  of  the  measure  and  of  its  defects  which  the 
Secretary  for  War,  with  the  modest  learning  of  the  Judge  Advocate 
General  to  back  him,  could  not  equal.  If  in  the  same  spirit  each 
measure  which  a  Government  introduces  be  examined,  not  a  tithe 
of  the  indispensable  legislation  of  the  kingdom  will  in  any  session 
be  completed.  A  session  protracted  over  the  usual  vacation  would 
not  be  sufficiently  long  for  the  completion  of  public  business  at 
this  rate  of  progress.  Mr.  Bright's  metaphor  of  the  futility  of  an 
attempt  to  drive  six  waggons  abreast  through  Temple  Bar  would 
have  to  be  amended  by  changing  the  figure  from  six  to  one.  No 
alteration  in  the  forms  of  the  House  would  repress  the  indulgence 
of  a  keen  logical  feculty.  The  inconvenience  may  be  palpable  and 
glaring;  but  he  must  be  a  clever  casuist  who  should  invent  a  net 
of  meshes  strong  enough  to  enclose  critics  who  probe  a  measure 
savagely  because  they  want  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  one  be- 
hind it,  yet  wide  enough  to  let  politicians  through  who  examine  a 
Bill  the  more  punctiliously  that  they  desire  to  turn  it  into  an  Act. 
A  debater  fights  with  the  courage  of  one  with  something  to  gain 
and  nothing  to  lose,  when  it  is  immaterial  to  him  that  his  objections 
to  a  measure  have  been  overruled,  provided  the  disposal  of  them  has 
occupied  as  many  hours  as  if  they  had  been  sustained. 

Persons  commonly  discuss  the  parliamentary  phenomena  of  the 
last  two  sessions  in  a  tone  which  shows  no  sufficient  sense  of  the 
essential  difference  between  them.    The  Home  Bule  party  is  con- 
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deomed  for  tactics  it  has  long  thiown  aside.  In  its  inexperienced 
youth  it  prevented  Parliament  from  beginning  its  business  by  various 
abosea  of  the  fonns  of  the  House.  That  mischief,  if  taken  in  time. 
Blight  have  been  cured  by  a  modification  in  the  rules.  Now  the 
&voorite  manoeuvre  is  to  insist  upon  the  House  transacting  its  work 
with  an  riaboiateness  entirely  foreign  to  its  instincts.  Most  of  the 
business  of  Parliament  has  been  hitherto  taken  as  done,  though  the 
Houses  have  never  applied  their  minds  to  it  for  a  moment.  Ministers 
are  to  a  certain  extent  a  permanent  committee  of  Parliament.  Bills 
introduced  by  them  have  been  assumed  to  be  conceived  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  English  legislation.  At  all  events,  members  have 
not  ordinarily  divided  on  points  which,  controvertible  or  not,  they 
are  manifestly  unable  to  change.  When  agreement  on  the  pria- 
dple  has  been  attained,  the  choice  of  the  machinery  by  which  the 
principle  is  to  be  applied  has  been  commonly  left  to  ministerial 
discretion.  Only  thus  has  it  been  possible  to  accomplish  the  huge 
amount  of  lawmaking  which  Parliament  is  called  upon  to  under- 
take. But  now  half^-dozen  Irish  members  declare  their  con- 
sciences too  delicate  to  suffer  them  to  accept  legislation,  or  let  the 
House  accept  l^slation,  on  the  faith  of  its  promoters'  testimony  to 
its  expediency.  They  have  suddenly  discovered  that  every  mem))er 
of  an  Imperial  Parliajnent  is  answerable  to  his  constituents  for  each 
bUl  which  passes  the  House  in  which  he  has  a  seat.  Jointly  and 
severally  they  insist  upon  exercising  their  judgment  upon  any  and 
all  proposed  enactments.  Their  objections  may  still  be  iiEur-fetched  and 
often  irrelevant.  Practice,  however,  will  teach  them  to  make  their 
endeavours  to  improve  British  legislation  more  cdourably  genuine 
than  they  could  at  first  have  been  expected  to  be.  Even  at  pre- 
sent an  enormous  distance  separates  the  obstruction  of  1878  and  the 
obstruction  of  1879.    ^7  another  session  or  two  a  bill 

must  have  been  drawn  scientificaUy  indeed  not  to  furnish  an  Irish 
critic  with  abundant  and  plausible  matter  for  animadversion.  Mr. 
Pamell  and  Mr.  ODonnell  are  likely  to  continue  their  self-imposed 
labours,  careless  whether  their  proposed  amendments  be  accepted 
or  not.  Against  an  individual  offender  the  House  might,  after  he 
had  been  warned  by  the  Speaker,  proceed  by  actual  expulsion.  We 
can  conceive  of  Parliament  being  excited  to  a  mood  of  such  anger  by 
long  continued  encroachments  on  its  patience  as  to  exert  this  extreme 
act  of  self-defence  or  even  self-preservation.  Public  opinion  in  this 
country  would  justify  the  sentence ;  but  unless  future  ineligibility 
accompanied  the  ejectment,  perpetual  re-elections  would  send  back 
the  exile  to  consume  the  time  and  temper  of  his  colleagues.  If  he 
became  ipso  facto  ineligible,  whether  for  a  term  or  for  life,  the 
combat  between  the  constituencies  and  the  House  would  be  repeated, 
as  in  the  days  of  Wilkes. 

When  a  man  obviously  courts  the  doom  of  a  martyr,  reluctance 
is  tiatorally  felt  to  grant  him  his  desire.  Nevertheless,  it  may 
become  necessary  so  to  glorify  some  convicted  conspirator  against  the 
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credit  and  authority  of  the  House  of  Oommons.  But  embarrassxnents 
'  like  this,  ixcsm  which  the  House  of  GommonSy  or  cather  the  eountry, 
is  now  buffering,  do  not  arise  from  merefy  personal  causes.  Lrish 
perversity  has  rubbed  into  a  sore  a  weak  spot  in  parliaTnemlaury 
government.  It  was  acknowledged  before  Home  Bule  was  invented 
that  Parliament  was  undertaking  year  by  year  more  and  more  wodk 
^^han  its  machinery  is  constructed  to  perform.  The  instinct  of  dis- 
like guided  the  Home  Rule  members  in  aggravating  to  the  intolv- 
able  a  difficulty  which  was  always  urgent.  Excusable  pride,  may 
keep  the  House  of  Commons  from  accepting  a  r^nedy  for  «  general 
evil  at  a  moment  when  it  might  be  interpreted  as  a  poncession 
to  particular  wrongdoers.  But  it  must  be  rememb^ed  that  other 
sections  on  both  sides  of  the  Hoih e,  besides  Home  Rulers,  have  at 
various  times  showed  a  disposition  to  act  upon  the  same  tactics. 
In  future,  whenever  a  bill  excites  grave  difference  of  opinion,  it 
is  to  be  apprehended  the  Home  Rule  system  will  be  employed 
of  reviewing  it  clause  by  clause,  and  subjecting  it  to  all  possible 
objections,  without  respect  to  the  power  of  the  critics  to  carry  the 
House  with  them.  Sooner  or  later — and  we  hope  it  will  be  soon' — 
Parliament  and  the  country  must  make  up  their  minds  either  to  less 
legislation,  or  to  legislation  by  grand  committees.  It  is  useless  to 
argi^  in  favour  of  the  former  alternative.  Parliament  may  often  be 
occupied  with  details  which  would  best  arrange  tiiemselves  without 
l^;islative  interference.  The  country,  however,  is  too  accustomed 
to  rely  on  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament,  and  a  tendency  towards 
increase  in  the  knots  requiring  legislation  to  cut  them  is  too  incidental 
to  a  social  state  like  the  present,  for  the  habit  of  recomrse  to  the 
House  of  Oommons  to  fW  into  disuse.  The  second  systm  is  the 
more  permanently  feasible; 

We  confess  to  esteeming  it  no  argument  against  the  exp^iment 
that  it  might  offer  a  means  for  cutting  the  existing  dilemma. 
In  a  committee  room  the  most  argumentative  Home  Buler  would 
find  his  logic  and  Thetoric  run  down  of  themselves  after  a  certain 
period.   Legislation  might  be  as  careful  and  minute  as  even  Mr. 
PameU  could  affect  to  desire.  It  might  also  be  multiplied  indefinitely 
by  as  many  rooms  as  the  Palace  of  Westminster  contains^  and  by  the 
number  of  quorums  into  which  it  would  be  possible  to  distribute  six 
hundred  members.    Unless  Home  Rulers  can  breathe  only  on  St. 
r  Stephen's  Green,  the  suggested  arrangement  might  even  effer  a 
means  of  jtransacting  Irish  .business  by  Irishmen  which  Mr.  Biggar 
^  himself  could  accept.    Under  the  safeguard  of  a  House  retainkig  its 
'  power  to  revise  the  decisions  of  its  committees,  the  arrangement 
need  not  agitate  Irish  landhcdders  with  the  alarm  of  confimtion. 
r  Such  a  change  has  long  been  advocated  by  Englishmen,  disturbed 
by  the  spectacle  of  constantly  accumulating  projects  of  legislation, 
without  a  corresponding  enlargement  in  the  patieaee  or  stock  of 
l^slative  energy  of  Parliament.    The  welcome  accorded  by  the 
Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  and  by  botdi  sides  of  the  House  to  Mr. 
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JRatbbone's  suggestioQ  to  deal  in  this  manner  iirith  the  Bankruptcy 
Bill^  showed  how  prepared  public  opinion  is  for  what  would  be  nothing 
Jess  Uian  a  parliamentary  revolution.  A  Session  which  in  no  cir- 
4!um8tances  would  have  been  eminently  fruitful  will  not  have  been 
fiittered  away  in  vain  should  its  loss  result  in  the  serious  weighing 
of  a  plan  which  has  a  wider  utility  than  even  the  opportunity  it 
might  afford  of  evading  the  imagined  redudio  ad  abmrd/UT^ . 
the  Imperial  ambition  of  the  British  Parliaments 

If  the  country  has  lost  by  the  plots  of.  local  patriotism  against 
the  despatch  of  public  business  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  and 
Government,  the  actual  House  and  Government  must  be  pronounced 
to  have  profited.  Tiberius  congratulated  himself  that  his  heijr 
was  Caligula.  Caligula's  exuberance  of  animal  follies  would,  the 
cynical  despot  thought,  obliterate  the  memory  of  his  darker  tyranny. 
The  miserable  idling  away  of  many  months  by  British  members 
and  a  British  ministry  is  likely,  on  the  same  principle,  to  bet  for- 
gotten in  the  more  recent  extravagancies  of  Irish  obstinacy,  jjdjc. 
Forster  was  cheered  three  weeks  ago  when  he  declared  that  *  the 
country  was  forming  an  opinion  about  the  House  of  Commons 
which  was  exceedingly  unpleasant.'  The  House  applauded  what 
it  supposed  to  be  a  rebuke  of  the  Home  Bulers.  .  In  truth,  it  is 
the  majority  of  the  House,  as  much  as  the  Irish  section,  which 
has  been  wearying  the  patience  of  the  public.  The  Irish  membei:s 
are  acting  after  their  kind.  They  will  have  their  reward  in  due 
time,  however  vengeance  may  seem  to  halt.  What  shape  the 
vengeance  shall  take  the  country  leaves  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament. 
It  is  for  the  House  to  arrange  its  own  procedure,  and  to  choosy  its 
own  ways  and  means  of  keeping  order.  Meanwhile  the  country  holds 
the  House,  rather  than  any  particular  section  of  it,  responsible  for 
the  due  transaction  of  the  country's  business.  A  notoriously  idle 
Parliament  will  not  be  let  by  the  country  off  producing  its  tale  of 
legislative  bricks  on  the  plea  that  it  has  allowed,  half-a*dQzeu  Irish 
members  to  play  with  the  straw. 

The  unimpeded  success  of  a  policy  of  obstruction,  in  truth,  if  not 
directly  an  effect,  is  at  all  events  a  symptom,  of  a  genoxalxelaxatipn 
in  political  energy.  A  gardener,  when  he  finds  his  rose^rees  suffer- 
ing firom  blight,  knows  that  weakness  in  the  plants  has  predisposed 
them  to  the  attack.  A  kind  of  poverty  of  parliamentary  blood  ,  l^s 
developed  local  disaffection  into  the  proportions  of  a  national  scandal. 
Had  the  House  of  Commons  been  resolved  to  accomplish  the  work  of 
legislation,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  menoJbers  for  Meath  ^nd 
Cavan  would  have  had  force  to  keep  it  idle.  Before  the  Home 
Sulers  had  gained  their  present  skill  in  offence,  the  House  was  not 
renowned  for  its  industry.  Then  the.  explanation  was  found  in  tiie 
inherent  incapacity  of  the  politicians  who  composed  it.  The  existing 
House  of  Conmions  is  not  fortunately  constituted.  The  ,test  applied 
to  candidates  at  the  general  election  was  disinclination  for  progre^  ; 
men  were  preferred  who  from  temperament  and  circumstances  wiexe 
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disposed  to  regard  the  condition  of  things  about  them  as  ultimate 
perfection.  They  were  chosen  for  negative,  not  for  positive,  reasons ; 
to  eject  one  Ministry,  not  to  guide  and  brace  another.  The  com?- 
mission  they  received  from  the  country  they  have  fulfilled  only  too 
completely.  As  a  body  of  politiciws  they  have  no  common  objects. 
They  cannot  be  said  to  form  a  body  of  politicians  at  all,  except  so 
far  that  they  troop  obediently  at  the  word  of  command  into  one 
particular  lobby.  A  majority  sent  to  Westminster  to  do,  and  not 
merely  to  abstain  from  doing,  though  it  had  been  far  weaker 
numerically  than  the  ministerial  phalanx,  would,  without  new  rules 
for  the  conduct  of  business,  without  taunts  and  menaces,  have 
»  frowned  down  obstructiveness  in  its  infancy.  The  politicians  who 
constitute  the  majority  are  not  statesmen.  They  comprise  none  of 
the  rising  leaders  of  national  thought.  But  they  have  an  average 
acquaintance  with  public  affairs,  and  many  of  them,  before  entering 
Parliament,  had  proved  themselves  admirably  fitted  to  manage  their 
own.  '  The  deficiency  is  not  so  much  in  the  elements  of  the-  par- 
liamentary body :  where  Parliament  fails  is  in  unity  within  it^lf, 
and  in  sympathy  with  the  country  without. 

An  empire  like  this  is  in  constant  want  of  legislation  by  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  Parts  of  the  kingdom  and  classes  in  the 
kingdom  are  as  much  in  need  of  legislation  to  speed  their  progress, 
or  to  clear  obstacles  from  their  path,  as  localities  and  classes  ever 
were.  Irishmen  exaggerate  Irish  grievances :  it  is  the  Irish  nature 
to  exaggerate.  But  Ireland  has  grievances  ;  only  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament, by  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Lowther,  scoffs  at  them.  The  Bright 
clauses  of  the  Land  Act  need  to  have  a  motive  power  infused  into 
them.  Ireland's  deficiencies  in  appliances  for  secondary  education 
remain  still  after  last  year's  Act  only  half  supplied.  Irishmen  who 
are  not  agitators  feel  the  want.  Irish  members  feel  it.  The  Imperial 
Parliament  does  not  feel  it.  English  farmers  feel  the  want  of  a 
system  of  local  government  which  shall  be  based  on  a  principle. 
Parliament,  a  squires'  Parliament  though  it  be,  feels  it  not.  The 
subject  was  mooted,  and  then  it  lapsed.  Almost  with  a  sigh  of 
relief  the  House  of  Commons  let  the  matter  drop  from  its  feeble 
fingers.  There  is  the  question  of  the  agricultural  labourer's  fran- 
chise. The  injustice  of  the  present  arrangement,  or  lack  of  arrange- 
ment, is  flagrant.  But  a  Parliament  of  landowners  does  not  like 
handling  a  question  which  might  suggest  others.  There  is  the  burn- 
ing question  of  the  freedom  of  churchyards.  All  religious  deno- 
minations, both  great  parties  in  the  State,  admit  and  declare  the 
peremptory  want  of  a  decision.  Parliament  is  loth  to  touch  so 
seemingly  fiery  an  issue.  It  is  happy  in  a  mere  reprieve  of  a  year  or 
two  years,  though  it  knows  the  settlement,  when  it  comes,  will  carry  in- 
terest for  the  cowardly  delay.  In  the  meantime,  the  sanitary  authority 
is  to  be  permitted  to  establish  cemeteries.  Again,  there  is  the  question 
of  the  Indian  exchange,  which  is  driving  India  desperate.  There  is 
the  great  question  of  commercial  treaties,  which  private  and  official 
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members  are  equally  averse  from  stirriiig,  from  want  either  of  living 
fidth  or  of  honest  disbelief  in  received  economical  principles.  There 
18  the  Criminal  Code  Bill,  which  condenses  the  essence  of  a  hmidred 
crabbed  volumes  into  the  compass  of  a  single  manageable  statute. 
There  is  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Bankruptcy  Bill,  which  the  whole 
body  of  English  traders  beseeches  Parliament  and  Ministers  to 
discuss.  The  measure  in  a  truncated  form  is  this  week  to  be  sub- 
mitted once  more  to  the  Commons,  who  will  play  with  it,  and  then 
forget  it.  The  Patent  Law  Bill  affects  every  trade  in  the  kingdom. 
The  House  of  Commons  has  let  the  Bill  disappear  without  a  word  of 
remonstrance  from  the  manufacturers  in  whom  the  House  abounds. 

One  measure  there  was,  introduced  with  a  loud  flourish  of 
mioisterial  trumpets.  It  was  a  measure  which  was  to  retrieve  the 
tarnished  reputation  of  the  Government  as  a  lover  of  reform,  though 
no  lover  of  revolution.  The  Criminal  Code  Bill  was  extolled  by 
Mends  of  the  Administration  as  a  proof  of  its  legislative  genius. 
Justinian  and  Edward  the  First,  Sir  Samuel  Bomilly  and  Sir  James 
Macintosh,  were  warned  to  look  out  for  their  laurels.  The  measure 
was  of  a  noble  breadth  and  scope  as  rough  hewn  by  Sir  James 
Stephen.  Submitted  t/O  the  cold  and  candid  eyes  of  judges  like 
Lord  Blackburn  and  Sir  Bobert  Lush,  it  might  have  been  expected 
to  issue  in  a  shape  which  would  carry  it  through  Parliament  without 
danger  of  wreck.  From  the  first  it  was  clear  that  the  parliamentary 
peril  of  the  scheme  was  not  criticism,  but  indifference.  It  never 
got  a  grip  of  the  House*  It  has  now  perished  of  a  letter  of  faint 
praise  from  Lord  Chief  Justice  Cockbum  to  the  Attorney-General. 
Thus  ended  the  last  slender  chance  that  Parliament  at  the  final  gasp 
might  redeem  its  faded  reputation. 

The  apology  for  Parliament  is,  that  for  none  of  these  essays  in 
legislation  was  there  any  clamour  out  of  doors.  The  nation  is  alleged 
to  have  been  as  unenergetic  in  demanding  legislation  as  Parliament 
in  legislating.  For  the  most  part,  such  measures  as  have  been  intro- 
duced have  affected  particular  classes.  As  the  class  concerned  did 
not  insist  upon  th«i  projected  change.  Parliament,  which  represents 
all  classes,  thinks  it  has  made  out  good  cause  for  abstaining  from 
pressing  a  boon  into  reluctant  hands.  But  this  marks  the  difference 
between  an  efficient  and  an  inefficient  Parliament.  When  a  Parlia- 
ment feels  itself  the  national  Legislature,  the  interest  first  of  one 
section  of  the  nation,  then  of  another,  concentrates  upon  itself  the 
whole  mind  of  the  House.  It  is  as  if  the  welfare,  not  of  a  class,  but 
of  the  nation,  hung  in  the  balance.  A  Parliament  conscious  of  its 
duties,  and  of  capacity  to  discharge  them,  as  soon  as  a  defect  is 
brought  home  to  it,  is  restless  and  uneasy  until  it  be  remedied.  The 
representatives  of  a  class  may  point  out  the  flaw ;  the  whole  body  of 
the  national  representation  feels  its  conscience  engaged  to  supply  the 
core.  Judgments  may  differ  on  the  proper  appliance  the  occasion 
demands;  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  obligation 
upon  the  L^^lature,  once  it  has  obtained  seisin  of  a  grievance. 
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to  discover  means  for  its  removal.  The  present  Parliament  gaze«^ 
with  blank  eyes  as  grievances  real  or  alleged  are  paraded  to  evoke' 
its  pity.  It  hears  with  timid  satisfaction  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  demand.  Its  pleasure  is  none  the  less  ttiat  the  grievance  con-' 
tinues  as  sensible  as  ever,  and  that  the  suitors  have  merely  withdrawn, 
like  litigants  at  a  crowded  assize,  in  despair  of  ever  winning  the  ear 
of  the  coinrt. 

Parliament  and  the  Government  which  represents  the  majority 
in  Parliament  have  so  admirably  seconded  each  other  in  a  disposition 
to  stir  questions  without  ever  reaching  the  bottom,  that  the  more 
active  obstructiveness  of  the  Home  Eulers  might  seem  really  supep- 
fiuoug  in  a  Session  like  the  present.  But  in  fact  it  required  the  com- 
bination of  such  a  majority,  such  circumstances  as  those  in  which 
it  was  returned  to  Westminster,  such  a  llinistry,  and  such  geniue 
for  obstruction  as  Mr.  Pamell's,  to  result  in  such  a  deadlock. 
A  quick  hot  breeze  of  popular  feeling  sometimes  stirs  the  king- 
dom before  a  general  election.  The  Parliament  which  has  been: 
chosen  under  its  inspiration  has  no  choice  but  to  act  upon  the 
impulse.  From  any  such  congenital  inclination  to  activity  the 
present  Parliament  has  been  altogether  free.  That  kind  of  impulse, 
however,  gradually  subsides  (like  any  other  species  of  impulse. 
Sooner  or  later,  and  probably  long  before  the  life  of  the  Parliament 
has  expired,  the  impulses  under  which  it  was  elected  die  away. 
But  a  Ministry  which  has  a  sense  of  the  national  wants  will 
supply  a  new  '  mandate '  in  place  of  the  original  commission  from 
the  nation  which  has  already  been  frilfiUed.  In  its  general  cha- 
racter and  performances  a  House  of  Commons  is  very  much  what 
the  Ministry  for  the  time  being  makes  of  it.  It  will  do  much  or 
little,  and  will  do  that  much  or  little  well  or  ill,  according  to  the 
keynote  struck  by  its  official  leaders.  In  the  present  case  the 
official  leaders  have  not  known  how  to  pipe,  or  have  piped  out  of 
tune.  Several  of  the  Ministers  are  respectable  men  of  business. 
They  are  the  stuff  of  which  excellent  permanent  under-secretarieB 
are  made.  But  their  warmest  friends  would  not  have  marked  out 
Mr.  Smith  for  a  reconstructor  of  the  Navy,  Colonel  Stanley  for  an 
organiser  of  the  army,  the  Attorney-General  for  the  reformer  destined 
to  popularise  English  criminal  law.  Lord  Cairns  himself  has  enough 
to  do  as  a  moderator  in  the  Cabinet  without  reforming  the  practice 
in  liquidations,  or  in  trials  for  larceny.  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord 
Salisbury  have  assumed  the  management  of  the  high  policy  of  the 
Cabinet.  They  have  chosen  to  cast  their  eyes  abroad.  They  have 
set  the  example  of  neglect  of  wants  and  objects  at  our  very  feet ;  and 
a  docile  House  of  Conmions  has  been  only  too  rejoiced  to  sit  still. 
That  the  Session  has  been  barren  must  be  imputed  more  to  the 
absence  of  a  legislative  will  in  the  Government  than  to  the  natimil 
incapacity  of  members  or  even  the  obstructiveness  of  Home  Rulers. 
So  long  as  the  Houses  will  not  insist  upon  a  Beport  being  translated 
into  a  Bill,  a  Resolution  being  rendered  into  an  Act,  the  Cabinet  Is 
ready  to  flirt  with  any  question  its  supporters,  or  even  its  opponents, 
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choose  to  propound.  None  petceive  more  keenly  than  Mr.  Cross  and 
Sir  Sfcaflford  Northoote  the  fallacies  of  Protection.  Yet  in  the  first 
week  of  last  month  Sir  StaflFord  Northcote  and  Mr.  Crosa  consented 
to  an  inquiry  into  agricultural  embarrassm^ts  which  the  proposers 
they  knew  well  would  construe  as  a  step  back  towards  Protection. 
Their  consciences  pricked  them  no  more  than  did  Sir  John  Holker's 
at  standing  sponsor  for  a  measure  which  was  to  revolutionise  the 
criminal  law.  It  was  enough  for  them  to  feel  assured  they  would 
never  be  called  upon  to  justify  the  hopes  of  their  supporters  by 
repealing  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws. 

Never  was  tiiere  a  Government  so  ready  to  give  fair  words  to  a 
fiesolution,  or  to  promise  to  introduce  a  Bill.  It  has  guarded  itself 
with  a  portentous  standing  army  of  Bills.  But  the  regiments  have 
only  their  cadres.  They  never  seem  to  advance  a  step  forward. 
Lord  Cranbrook  a  fortnight  ago  confessed  and  regretted  this  meagre^ 
ness  of  the  Session's  legislation ;  Lord  Salisbury  confesses  and  glories 
in  it.  We  have  described  already  the  frigid  reception  of  the  Criminal 
Code  Bill  by  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Government  never  made 
the  House  believe  that  it  was  a  Bill  brought  in  to  be  passed.  Had 
it  survived,  it  would  have  atoned  for  the  inactivity  of  the  rest  of  the 
Session.  Framed  by  a  judge,  endorsed  by  an  Attorney-General, 
revised  by  eminent  legal  sages,  it  has  been  suddenly  related  to  its 
appointed  pigeon-hole  without  even  a  complimentary  epitaph.  What 
&te  is  reserved  tor  the  draft  it  is  hard  to  surmise.  If  an  opinion 
by  Sir  Alexander  Cockbum  that  the  Code  was  not  i)erfection  were 
allowed  to  constitute  its  death  warrant,  in  the  merest  justice  to  the 
Bin  it  was  entitled  to  have  been  provided  with  his  assistance  towards 
making  it  perfect  before  its  second  introduction  into  Parliament. 
On  the  insufficient  plea  that  his  legal  duties  prevented  his  appoint- 
ment on  the  Conomission,  he  was  left  free  to  be  its  critic,  whereas 
he  might  have  been  its  chief  patron.  No  temporary  weight  of 
judicial  business  should  have  been  allowed  to  excuse  the  head  of 
the  English  criminal  law  from  helping  to  fashion  the  first  English 
CriminjJ  Code.  As  it  is,  the  public  has  been  left  in  ignorance 
whether  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  were  even  asked  to  accept  a  place 
among  the  Commissioners. 

The  Bankruptcy  Bill  is  another  of  the  measures  in  which  the 
Government  must  bear  with  Parliament  at  large  the  blame  of  failure. 
Brought  into  the  House  of  Lords  with  a  light  heart,  it  had  been  com- 
jJetely  lost  sight  of  until  its  spasmodic  reappearance  the  week  before 
last  to  take  its  '  benefit'  in  its  original  character  before  its  coming  long 
Vacation.  Private  members  connected  with  the  working  classes  intro- 
duced an  Employers'  Liability  Bill.  The  Attorney-General  forthwith 
offered  on  behalf  of  the  Government  to  introduce  another.  It  has 
been  introduced;  but  its  present  stage  and  prospects  few  know  or 
care  to  inquire  about.  There  is  a  Banking  Bill  suggested  by  tjie 
City  of  Glasgow  Bank  failure.  Had  there  been  the  wish  to  carry 
it  with  which  Sir  StaflFord  Northcote  still  credits  the  Cabinet,  instant 
advantage  would  have  been  taken  of  the  eager  interest  and  apprehen- 
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nions  the  Scotx^h  catastrophe  treated.  An  interval  has  been  suffered  to 
elapse  which  lias  left  the  unfortunate  measure  stranded  or  becalmed.  If 
it  pass,  it  will  only  be  through  the  throwing  overboard  of  the  provisions 
relating  to  the  very  country  of  which  the  misfortune  suggested  the  Bill. 

The  ghosts  of  multitudes  of  unburied  bills  still  haunt  the  lobbies 
and  libhuies  of  the  two  Houses.  Every  Government  department  has 
presented  several  to  Parliament.  Lord  Salisbury,  at  the  City  Con- 
servative demonstration  of  July  9,  explained  perspicuously  the 
principle  adopted  by  Government  in  its  legislative  experiments. 
It  searches,  boasted  the  Foreign  Secretary,  for  the  worm  gnawing 
at  the  core,  for  the  little  abuse  on  which  the  great  pile  of  com- 
plaint and  irritation  has  grown  up ;  this  it  removes,  and  then  trusts 
to  time  to  cause  a  subsidence  of  the  grievance.  Unfortunately 
the  worm  when  triumphantly  found  often  turns  out  to  be  dead ; 
but  the  rottenness  its  attack  has  set  working  is  allowed  to  go  on 
eating  out  the  life  of  the  plant.  All  the  Government  Bills  possess 
one  common  characteristic.  They  are  framed  to  provoke  as  little 
opposition  and  to  catch  as  many  votes  as  possible.  What  is  the 
special  view  or  intention  of  the  Minister  responsible  for  a  particular 
measure  could  be  discovered  more  easily  anywhere  else  than  within 
the  measure  itself.  Compromise  is  written  broadly  over  the  whole 
surface  of  recent  Government  legislation,  or  rather  attempts  at  legis- 
lation. When  in  one  direction  or  another  a  popular  demand  has 
arisen  for  a  change  in  the  law,  Government  takes  the  measure  out  of 
the  hand  of  its  natural  guardians,  and  pares  down  the  draft.  It  is 
natural  enough  that  measures  thus  taken  in  to  nurse  should  lead  a 
rickety  life.  The  authors  of  the  demand  complied  with  in  the 
title  and  preamble  cease  to  care  for  the  changeling.  The  Conser- 
vative rank  and  file  compound  for  material  security  at  the  cost  of 
a  passing  shock  to  the  nerves. 

The  Irish  University  Bill  might  be  supposed  to  have  been  framed 
on  this  cautious  principle.  The  O'Conor  Don  threatened  to  lay 
hands  on  Protestant  Church  property  to  provide  training  for  Catholic 
graduates.  The  Government  offers  to  license  his  graduates,  but  not 
to  feed  them.  Impunity  in  accepting  the  guardianship  of  legis- 
lation and  starving  its  wards,  had  made  it  audacious.  Other- 
wise, if  it  had  no  better  substitute  to  propose  for  The  O'Conor  Don's 
scheme,  it  tasks  the  imagination  to  understand  why  it  should  have 
interfered  at  all.  So  transparently  clear  must  it  have  always  been 
that  Catholic  Ireland  would  resent  this  colourless  unreality  that  many 
persons  have  conjectured  the  Government  desired  to  tempt  Parlia- 
ment to  do  it  violence.  An  hypothesis  has  been  current  that  a 
Protestant  Cabinet,  the  champion  of  Church  and  State,  hoped  the 
spoils  of  the  disestablished  Church  of  Ireland  might  be  seized,  as 
though  in  despite  of  Ministers,  and  diverted  to  the  endowment  of 
Catholic  education.  Thus,  it  has  been  surmised,  was  a  chronic  diffi- 
culty to  be  settled  without  the  odium  upon  orthodox  Conservatives  of 
having  themselves  committed  sacrilege.  The  theory,  at  any  rate,  seems 
to  be  supported  by  the  pains  the  Cabinet,  which  has  launched  in 
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the  Hoase  of  Lords  this  meagre  rival  of  Burlington  House,  took  in 
the  Lower  House  to  avoid  any  semblance  of  active  hostility  to  The 
(yConor  Don's  m^ure.  The  pountry  would  at  one  moment  have  felt 
little  surprise  had  that  measure  been  actually  adopted  by  the  Gt>vem- 
ment.  When  Mr.  Cross  made  his  unexpected  statement  it  was  assumed 
that  the  Bill  he  promised  would  contain  some  arrangements  for  endow- 
ing Roman  Catholic  education  in  the  process  of  preparation  for  acade- 
mical degrees.  The  Bill  appeared,  and  was  ^uted  with  universal 
derision.  Its  ostensible  author's  own  colleague  and  chief  did  not 
attempt  to  defend  it.  He  merely  expatiated  dispassionately  on  the 
unsurpassable  clearness  with  which  Lord  Cairns  had  explained  its 
provisions  and  its  scope.  His  language  appeared  to  invite  opponents 
to  show  their  courage  by  supplementing  the  outline  his  Cabinet  had 
traced.  When  the  Bill,  a  week  later,  came  on  for  the  second  reading, 
the  same  impression  was  produced.  The  Government  has  only  itself 
to  blame  fpr  the  injurious  suspicion  that,  as  it  coquetted  with  the 
disguised  protectionism  of  Mr.  Chaplin's  Resolution  on  the  subject  of 
agricultural  distress,  so  in  its  Irish  University  Bill  it  was  not  un- 
willing to  have  its  hand  forced.  It  has  been  reproached  with  having 
eoDstructed  a  thing  without  life  or  substance,  an  articulated  skeleton. 
Hat  would  almost  seem  to  be  the  distinctive  merit  of  the  fabric. 
Inflexible  Conservatives,  friends  of  episcopal  Protestantism,  are  left 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Bill  free  to  believe  that  the  skeleton  is 
meant  to  remain  a  skeleton.  The  friends  of  denominational  Catholic 
edaeation  are  equally  encouraged  to  hope  that  they  will  be  permitted 
to  breathe  their  ow|i  life  into  the  dead  bones,  and  bear  all  the  political 
odium  of  the  experiment. 

Scarcely  more  than  once  in  the  present  Session  has  the  Govern- 
ment diisplayed  real  decision  in  legislation.  It  defended  the  retention 
of  hogging,  in  the  army  against  Mr.  Chamberlain  with  spirit  and 
resolution.  It  infused  its  own  temper  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  pervading  lassitude  was  for  a  time  broken  up.  But  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  the  merits  of  the  legislation  under  discussion 
moved  the  Government  and,  through  it,  the  House.  The  Army 
Discipline  Bill,  before  pertinacious  critics  amended  it,  could  scarcely 
pretend  to  a  more  independent  rank  than  that  of  a  consolidation 
BilL  The  warmth  and  obstinacy  of  the  scrutiny  to  which  it  has  been 
subjected  have  simply  confounded  the  public,  which  had  previously 
taken  the  most  slender  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  the  measure.  The 
passi(Mi  of  a  personal  squabble,  or  a  series  of  personal  squabbles,  has 
roused  an  earnestness  of  interest  which  the  prospect  of  a  simplified 
and  reasonable  system  of  criminal  law  never  stirred.  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  obviously  cared  much  less  for  upholding  the  right  of  a 
court-martial  to  order  a  flogging,  than  for  repulsing  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain's attempt  to  intimidate  the  Conservative  Government.  It  would 
Jiave  been  matter  for  regret  had  the  member  for  Birmingham  gained 
lu8  object,  whether  laudable  in  itself  or  the  revei'se,  by  the  use  of 
tactics  borrowed  from  the  members  for  Meath  and  Cavan.  We  must 

Bo.  596  (mo.  cxti.  If.  s.)  tJ 


Digitized  by  Google 


288  The  State  of  Ptiblic  Business.  [August 


confess  to  rejoicing  that  obstructiveness  and  defiance  of  the  proper 
rights  of  naajorities  were  not  crowned  with  success.  At  the  same  time 
it  is  not  very  creditably  cliaracteristic  of  the  present  Session  that  its 
solitary  demonstration  of  a  lively  concern  about  the  details  of  domestic 
legislation  should  have  been  elicited  on  behalf  of  a  practice  which, 
as  Lord  Hartington  has  shown,  everyone  knows  to  be  obsolete.  At 
the  cost  pf  a  waste  of  parliamentary  time  which  in  any  other  session 
would  have  been  lamentable,  the  lash  has  obtained  formal  parlia- 
mentary sanction,  as  a  superannuated  oflBcer  is  granted  a  step  in 
consideration  of  surrendering  the  right  to  discharge  its  functions. 

Indolence  in  a  Parliament  and  incapacity  in  a  Grovemment  for 
knowing  its  own  mind  are  habits  which  grow  with  indulgence.  A 
politician  must  be  doubtful  of  his  seat,  or  very  much  of  an  optimist, 
who  would  maintain  that  the  present  Parliament  and  Grovemment 
will  ever  be  cured  of  these  weaknesses.  A  habit  of  looking  every- 
where rather  than  to  the  heart  and  centre  of  the  British  Empire,  a 
temper  of  disgust  at  so  mean  and  prosaic  a  thing  as  domestic  legis- 
lation, have  demoralised  politicians  of  all  degrees.  Had  obstruction 
never  been  fashioned  into  an  art  by  Irish  wits,  which  always  work  with 
most  acuteness  in  the  wrong  direction,  the  Session  which  has  nearly 
run  its  course  would  yet  have  distinguished  itself  by  its  inertness* 
A  dog  which  has  been  chasing  sheep  all  night  does  not  care  to  attend 
its  master  very  sedulously  by  day. 

The  Session  has  demonstrated  the  dependence  of  parliamentary 
government  for  its  eflBciency  upon  sympathy  between  the  Admini- 
stration, which  necessarily  initiates  the  activity  of  Parliament,  and 
the  national  neexls  and  tendencies.  When,  as  at  present,  a  Ministry 
awaits  an  effervescence  of  national  discontent  before  it  offers  to 
legislate,  the  parliamentary  tissue  rapidly  degenerates.  In  order  that 
Parliament  may  keep  abreast  with  national  sentiment,  it  must  be  led 
by  a  Government  which  from  the  heart  regards  it  as  the  most  admii^ 
able  of  instruments  for  carrying  out  the  mission  the  Ministry  hasr 
come  into  power  to  discharge.  For  that  purpose  genuine  hostility 
may  be  as  useful  as  warm  partisanship.  Lukewarm  indifference 
is  an  irreconcilable  enemy.  Apathy  and  doubt  whether  the  country 
would  be  the  better  for  legislation  of  any  sort  have  recently  been 
the  prevailing  temper  both  at  Westminster  and  in  Downing  Street* 
The  absence  of  any  earnestness  among  the  majority  of  the  House 
has  afforded  the  Home  Eulers  a  freer  field  than  they  could  else 
have  hoped  for.  A  majority  which  looks  upon  any  scheme  of  legis- 
lation with  ill-concealed  indifference  or  dislike  is  little  fitted  to 
subdue  a  &ction  whose  obstructiveness  is  ensuring  the  result  the 
majority  itself  may  be  supposed  to  desire.  The  Session,  however,  has 
lessons  for  others  than  Conservative  members  and  Ministers.  It  warns 
the  country  at  large  of  the  peril  to  parliamentary  government  from 
torpor  and  indifference  in  those  who  conduct  it.  A  warning  may  also 
be  read  in  its  history  against  the  zeal  which  acknowledges  no  guide 
but  impulse,  and  against  the  habit  of  consulting  irresponsible 
opinion  outside  the  House  while  disdaining  deference  to  the  party's 
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chiefe  within.  The  nation  is  tired  of  the  want  of  representation 
of  its  cravings  and  legislative  requirements.  But  it  is  equally 
alaimed  at  indications  that  they  who  reflect  popular  aspirations  are 
angrily  jostling  each  other,  as  if  there  were  no  rules  of  the  road. 
The  last  few  weeks  have  rejoiced  the  enemies  of  Liberalism.  They 
are  predicting  that  the  sections  into  which  Liberalism  is  split  wiU 
not  keep  their  ranks  when  the  hostile  fort  has  been  captured  and  the 
spoils  are  to  be  distributed  o^  appropriated. 

That  is  the  critical  peril  of  the  Liberal  cause.  When  either  party 
is  in  opposition  its  members  naturally  assert  a  lai'ge  share  of  indepen- 
dence. But  at  all  times  Liberalism  necessarily  admits  of  a  looser 
formation  than  Conservatism.  Men  are  much  more  easily  banded 
together  to  dissent  than  to  assent.  An  unfortunate  dispute  arose  last 
month  between  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  Lord  Hartington  on  the  course 
Mr.  Chamberlain  had  pursued  in  the  debate  on  military  fleeing. 
Lord  Hartington  never  meant  to  be  understood  as  having  expected 
that  Mr.  Chamberlain  should  surrender  his  own  views  on  the 
merits  of  flogging  as  an  instrument  of  discipline  to  those  of  his 
leader.  His  opinion,  and  that  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  on  the  subject, 
as  was  shown  by  the  debate  of  the  week  before  last,  probably  agree 
in  substance.  What  Lord  Hartington,  as  Mr.  Chamberlain's  leader, 
had  a  right  to  require  was  that  on  points  of  party  tactics  the 
member  for  Birmingham  should  be  guided  by  his  party.  On  the 
question  between  them  Lord  Hartington  was  in  the  right,  and  Mr. 
Ctiamberlain  was  in  the  wrong.  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  insisting  on 
raising  an  issue  out  of  season.  He  acted,  probably,  on  the  cal- 
culation that  the  Government,  in  its  anxiety  to  end  the  debate, 
might  be  forced  to  yield  to  his  power  of  keeping  the  Bill  in 
ocmmiittee  what  it  might  not  have  felt  obliged  to  yield  to  his 
arjiruments.  This  is  simply  the  Irish  Home  Rule  policy  modified  by 
the  English  temperament.  Lord  Hartington  perceives,  as  definitely 
as  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  that  the  essence  of  parliamentary  govern- 
ment consists  in  the  submission  of  a  minority  to  the  wUl  of  the 
majority,  as  soon  as  that  will  has  been  definitely  ascertained.  He 
was  right  in  protesting  against  Mr.  Chamberlain's  violation  of  this 
unwritten  law.  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  return  chose  to  repudiate  Lord 
Hartangton's  leadership.  Were  it  fair  to  dwell  upon  an  ebullition  of 
temper,  he  must  be  taken  by  the  very  act  to  have  read  himself  out 
of  the  great  Liberal  party.  He  probably  repented  long  ago  of  his 
hasty  words.  But  his  outburst  of  rebelliousness  is  unhappily  no 
solitaiy  instance.  He  on  other  occasions,  and  other  Liberals  besides 
him,  have  on  various  occasions  acted  as  if  their  allegiance  were 
due  to  some  committee  whose  nominees  they  are,  and  not  to  their 
parliamentary  party  and  its  chief.  L:idividual  members  must 
snfamit  to  arrange  their  plan  of  action  in  concert  with  their  party, 
and  to  accept  their  leader's  decision  in  interpreting  the  mind  of  the 
party.  Otherwise  Liberals  had  better  forthwith  resign  their  expecta^ 
tioQ  that  they  will  be  enabled  to  make  head  against  the  serried  lines 
of  Cons^nratism. 
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,  A  cause  more  predous  even  than  the  cause  of  Liberalism  runs  a 
danger  of  being  prejudiced  by  a  factious  spirit  such  as  a  few  English 
members  have  recently  displayed.  The  apparent  diflSculties  of  the 
combined  executive,  legislative,  and  deliberative  functions  a  British 
Parliament  exercises  are  so  vast,  that  to  external  observers  the 
working  of  an  assembly  thus  constituted  appears  all  but  miraculous. 
Conspicuous  failure  is  avoided  only  by  the  distribution  of  politicians 
into  party  camps.  Individual  differences  are  thus  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  Individual  members  may  hold  and  act  upon  their  own 
views  in  particular  cases,  but  in  arranging  for  the  general  conduct 
of  the  campaign  they  act  with  their  party.  If  the  whole  body  of 
members  on  one  side  of  the  House  is  to  resolve  itself  at  any 
moment  into  its  component  atoms,  Parliament  will  be  turned  into 
a  bear  garden.  Its  legislative  activity  will  be  benumbed.  The 
tone  of  confidence  with  which  it  has  been  in  the  habit  of  reporting 
its  collective  conclusions  to  the  country  will  be  lowered  to  a  half 
articulate  whisper.  It  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  any  section  of 
English  political  opinion  can  desire  such  a  result.  The  Home  Rule 
members  almost  avow  that  it  is  what  they  actually  contemplate* 
The  undisguised  nature  of  their  aims  might  be  expected  to  scare 
others  off  a  path  which  leads,  or  is  imagined  to  lead,  to  such  a  goal. 
We  are  persuaded  that  the  advanced  wing  of  LilG^erals  neither' 
desires  nor  intends  to  pursue  the  policy  of  a  portion  of  the  Irish 
members.  But  it  cannot  be  denied  that  circumstances  have  hap- 
pened within  the  past  month  which  will  enaUe  the  friends  of 
Conservatism  to  allege  the  existence  of  a  tacit  understanding 
between  the  Irish  friends  of  Home  Bule  and  English  Badicals.  The 
a39ertion  would  be  a  party  calumny.  Not  the  less  does  the  jn-obaT 
bility  that  it  will  be  made  a  Conservative  cry  indicate  a  sunken  rock 
iij^the  line  of  Liberal  progress.  Did  no  profounder  reason  exist  to 
suggest  temperance  to  certain  fieiy  temperaments  on  the  Oppositicm 
benches,  we  should  supplicate  for  it  on  a  very  practical,  yet  not 
personal  groimd.  A  Government  we  regard  as  mischievous  in  the 
conduct  of  foreign  affairs,  and  lethargic  in  domestic,  is  already  jm* 
paring  its  defence  against  a  &te  it  sees  in  the  near  distance.  It 
should  be  a  point  of  honour  with  the  Liberal  party  to  see  that  tlie 
offenders  do  not  sail  away  on  the  false  issue  of  alleged  Liberal 
anarchy  from  a  doom  which  has  been  long  registered  against  thm. 

Erratum  in  July  Numbbr,  p.  7. 
It  was  not  the  original  *  Friends  in  Council '  which  was  b^^  in 
Fraser^s  Magazine  in  December  1855;  but  a  sequel,  'Friends  in  Ojuncil 
Abroad.* — 'Friends  in  Coimcil'  .first   appeared  in    1847  (London: 
Pickering). 

NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Oonimmdoa^iions  io  the  Editor  shoi^ 
Bow,  E.O. 

JhwMsited  M88.  can  only  he  considered  and  returned  at  the  convenienoe 
of  the  Editor. 
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Mary  Anerley:  a  Yorkshire  Tale. 
Chaptek  XI.. 

DR.  UPANDOWN. 

r[E  practice  of  Flamborough  was  to  listen  fairly  to  anything  that 
might  be  said  by  anyone  truly  of  the  native  breed,  and  to  receive 
it  well  into  the  crust  of  the  mind,  and  let  it  sink  down  slowly.  But 
even  after  that,  it  might  not  take  root  unless  it  were  fixed  in  its 
settlement  by  their  two  great  powers — the  law,  and  the  Lord. 

They  had  many  visitations  from  the  Lord,  as  needs  must  be  in 
such  a  very  stormy  place ;  whereas  of  the  law  they  heard  much  less ; 
but  still  they  were  even  more  afraid  of  that ;  for  they  never  knew 
how  much  it  might  cost. 

Balancing  matters  (as  they  did  their  fish,  when  the  price  was 
worth  it,  in  Weighing  Lane),  they  came  to  the  set  conclusion,  that  the 
law  and  the  Lord  might  not  agree,  concerning  the  child  'cast  among 
them  by  the  latter.  A  child  or  two  had  been  thrown  ashore  before, 
and  trouble  once  or  twice  had  come  of  it;  and  this  child  being 
cast,  no  one  could  say  how,  to  such  a  height  above  all  other  children, 
he  was  likely  enough  to  bring  a  spell  upon  their  boats,  if  anything 
crooked  to  God's  will  were  done ;  and  even  to  draw  them  to  their 
last  stocking,  if  anythiog  oflfended  the  providence  of  law. 

In  auy  oilier  place,  it  would  have  been  a  point  of  combat,  what  to 
say  and  what  to  do,  in  such  a  case  as  this.  But  Flamborough  was  of 
all  the  wide  world  happiest  in  possessing  an  authority  to  reconcile  all 
doubts.  The  law  and  the  Lord — two  powers  supposed  to  be  at 
variance  always,  and  to  share  the  week  between  them  in  proportions 
fixed  by  lawyers — ^the  holy  and  unholy  elements  of  man's  brief 
existence,  were  combined  in  Flamborough  parish  in  the  person  of  its 
maglRterial  Rector.  He  was  also  believed  to  excel  in  the  arts  of 
divination  and  medicine  too,  for  he  was  a  full  Doctor  of  Divinity. 
Before  this  gentleman  must  be  laid,  both  for  purse  and  conscience' 
sake,  the  case  of  the  child  just  come  out  of  the  fogs 
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And  true  it  was  that  all  these  powers  were  centred  in  one  famous 
man,  known  among  the  laity  as  'Parson  Upandown.'  For  the 
Eeverend  Turner  Upround,  to  give  him  his  proper  name,  was  a 
Doctor  of  Divinity,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  the  present  rector  of 
Flamborough.  Of  all  his  oflSces  and  gifts,  there  was  not  one  that 
he  overstrained ;  and  all  that  knew  him,  unless  they  were  thorough- 
going rogues  and  vagabonds,  loved  him.  Not  that  he  was  such 
a  soft-spoken  man  as  many  were,  who  thought  more  evil ;  but  because 
of  his  deeds  and  nature,  which  were  of  the  kindest.  He  did  his 
utmost,  on  demand  of  duty,  to  sacrifice  this  nature  to  his  stem 
position,  as  pastor  and  master  of  an  up-hill  parish,  with  many  wrong 
things  to  be  kept  under.  But  while  he  succeeded  in  the  form  now 
and  then,  he  failed  continually  in  the  substance. 

This  gentleman  was  not  by  any  means  a  fool,  unless  a  kind  heart 
proves  folly.  At  Cambridge,  he  had  done  very  well,  in  the  early 
days  of  the  tripos,  and  was  chosen  fellow  and  tutor  of  Gonville  and 
Caius  College.  But  tiring  of  that  dull  round  in  his  prime,  he  married, 
and  took  to  a  living ;  and  the  living  was  one  of  the  many  upon  which 
a  perpetual  faster  can  barely  live,  xmless  he  can  go  naked  also,  and 
keep  naked  children.  Now  the  parsons  had  not  yet  discovered  the 
glorious  merits  of  hard  fasting,  but  fieely  enjoyed,  and  with  gratitude 
to  God,  the  powers  with  which  He  had  blessed  them.  Happily  Dr- 
Upround  had  a  solid  income  of  his  own,  and  (like  a  sound  mathema- 
tician) he  took  a  wife  of  terms  coincident.  So,  without  being  wealthy, 
they  lived  very  well,  and  helped  their  poorer  neighbours. 

Such  a  man  generally  thrives  in  the  thriving  of  his  flock,  and 
does  not  harry  them.  He  gives  them  spiritual  food  enough  to 
support  them  without  daintiness,  and  he  keeps  the  proper  distinc- 
tion between  the  Sunday  and  the  poorer  days.  He  clangs  no  bell  of 
reproach  upon  a  Monday,  when  the  squire  is  leading  the  lady  into 
dinner,  and  the  labourer  sniffing  at  his  supper-pot,  and  he  lets  the 
world  play  on  a  Saturday,  while  he  works  his  own  head  to  find  good 
words  for  the  morrow.  Because  he  is'  a  wise  man  who  knows  what 
other  men  are,  and  how  seldom  they  desire  to  be  told  the  same  thing 
more  than  a  hundred  and  four  times  in  a  year.  Neither  did  his 
clerical  skill  stop  here ;  for  Parson  Upround  thought  twice  about  it, 
before  he  said  anything  to  rub  sore  consciences,  even  when  he  had 
them  at  his  mercy,  and  silent  before  him,  on  a  Sunday.  He  behaved 
like  a  gentleman  in  this  matter,  where  so  much  temptation  lurks, 
looking  always  at  the  man  whom  he  did  not  mean  to  hit,  so  that  the 
guilty  one  received  it  through  him,  and  felt  himself  better  by  com- 
parison. In  a  word,  this  parson  did  his  duty  well,  and  pleasantly  for 
all  his  flock ;  and  nothing  embittered  him,  unless  a  man  pretended  to 
doctrine  without  holy  orders. 

For  the  Doctor  reasoned  thus — ^and  sound  it  sounds — ^if  divinity 
is  a  matter  for  Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry,  how  can  there  be  degrees  in  it? 
He  held  a  degree  in  it,  and  felt  what  it  had  cost ;  and  not  the  parish 
only,  but  even  his  own  wife,  was  proud  to  have  a  doctor  every  Sunday. 
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And  his  wife  took  care  that  his  rich  red  hood,  kerseymere  emails 
clothes,  and  black  silk  stockings  upon  calves  of  dignity,  were 
sach  that  his  congregation  scorned  the  surgeons  all  the  way  to 
Beverley. 

Happy  in  a  pleasant  nature,  kindly  heart,  and  tranquil  home,  he 
was  also  happy  in  those  awards  of  life  in  which  men  are  helpless.  He 
was  Mest  with  a  good  wife  and  three  children,  doing  well,  and 
vigorous  and  hardy  as  the  air  and  clime  and  cliffs.  His  wife  was 
not  quite  of  his  own  age,  but  old  enough  to  understand  and  follow 
him  £Euthfully  down  the  slope  of  years.  A  wife  with  mind  enough 
to  know  Hiat  a  husband  is  not  feultless,  and  with  heart  enough  to 
feel  that  if  he  were,  possibly  she  might  not  love  him  so.  And  under 
her  were  comprised  their  children,  two  boys  at  school,  and  a  baby-girl 
at  home. 

So  £Eir  the  rector  of  this  parish  was  truly  blessed  and  blessing. 
But  in  every  man's  l6t  must  be  some  crook,  since  this  crooked  world 
turned  round.  In  Parson  Upround's  lot  the  crook  might  seem  a 
very  small  one,  but  he  found  it  almost  too  big  for  him.  His  dignity, 
and  peace  of  nrind,  large  good-will  of  ministry,  and  strong  Christian 
sense  of  magistracy,  all  were  sadly  pricked  and  wounded  by  a  very 
small  thorn  in  the  flesh  of  his  spirit. 

Almost  every  honest  man  is  the  rightful  owner  of  a  nidi:-name. 
When  he  was  a  boy  at  school  he  could  not  do  without  one,  and  if  the 
other  boys  valued  him,  perhaps  be  had  a  dozen.  And  afterwards, 
when  there  is  less  perception  of  right  and  wrong  and  character,  in  the 
weaker  time  of  manhood,  he  may  earn  another,  if  the  spirit  is  within 
him. 

But  woe  is  him,  if  a  nasty  foe,  or  somebody  trying  to  be  one, 
annoyed  for  the  moment  with  him,  yet  meaning  no  more  harm  than 
pepper,  smite  him  to  the  quick,  at  venture,  in  his  most  retired  and 
privy-conscienced  hole.  And  when  this  is  done  by  a  Nonconformist/ 
to  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  and  the  man  who  does  it  owes  some  money 
to  the  man  he  does  it  to,  can  the  latter  gentleman  take  a  large  and 
genial  view  of  his  critic  ? 

This  gross  wrong  and  ungrateful  outrage  was  inflicted  thus.  A 
leading  Methodist  from  Filey  town,  who  owed  the  Doctor  half-a^ 
guinea,  came  one  summer  and  set  up  his  staff  in  the  hollow  of  a 
limekiln,  where  he  lived  upon  fish  for  change  of  diet,  and  because  he 
could  get  it  for  nothing.  This  was  a  man  of  some  eloquence,  and 
his  oalUng  in  Ufe  was*  cobbling,  and  to  encourage  him  therein,  and 
keep  him  from  theology,  the  rector  not  only  forgot  his  half-guinea, 
but  sent  him  three  or  four  pairs  of  riding  boots  to  mend,  and  let 
him  charge  his  own  price,  which  was  strictly  heterodox.  As  a  part 
of  the  bargain,  this  fellow  came  to  church,  and  behaved  as  well  as 
could  be  hoped  of  a  man  who  had  received  his  money.  He  sat  by  a 
pillar,  and  no  more  than  crossed  his  legs  at  the  worst  thing  that  dis- 
figfeed  with  him.  And  it  might  have  done  him  good,  and  made  a 
dec«it  cobUer  of  him,  if  the  parson  had  only  held  him,  when  he  got 
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him  on  the  hook.  But  this  is  the  very  thing  which  all  great 
preachers  are  too  benevolent  to  do.  Dr.  Upround  looked  at  this^ 
sinner,  who  was  getting  into  a  fright  upon  his  own  accoimt,  though 
not  a  bad  preacher  when  he  could  afford  it ;  and  the  cobbler  could 
no  more  look  up  at  the  Doctor,  than  when  he  charged  him  a  full 
crown  beyond  the  contract.  In  his  kindness  for  all  who  seemed  con- 
vinced of  sin,  the  good  preacher  halted,  and  looked  at  Mr.  Jobbins- 
with  a  soft,  relaxing  gaze.  Jobbins  appeared  as  if  he  would  come  to 
chmrch  for  ever,  and  never  cheat  any  sound  clergyman  again ;  where- 
upon the  generous  divine  omitted  a  whole  page  of  menaces  prepared 
for  him,  and  passed  prematurely  to  the  tender  strain,  which  always- 
winds  up  a  good  sermon. 

Now  what  did  Jobbins  do  in  return  for  all  this  magnanimous- 
mercy?  Invited  to  dine  with  the  senior  churchwarden  upon  the 
strength  of  having  been  at  church,  and  to  encourage  him  for 
another  visit,  and  being  asked,  as  soon  as  ever  decency  permitted, 
what  he  thought  of  Parson  Upround's  doctrine,  between  two  crackles 
of  young  griskin  (come  straight  from  the  rectory  pig-sty),  he  was 
grieved  to  express  a  stem  opinion  long  remembered  at  flam- 
borough, — 

*  Ca'  yo  yon.  mon  "  Dr.  Uproond  ?  "  I  ca'  un  "  Dr  Upandoon." ' 
From  that  day  forth  the  rector  of  the  parish  was  known  far  and 
wide  as  '  Dr.  Upandown,*  even  among  those  who  loved  him  best. 
For  the  name  well  described  his  benevolent  practice  of  undoing 
any  harsh  thing  he  might  have  said,  sometimes  by  a  smile,  and  very 
often  with  a  shilling,  or  a  basket  of  spring  cabbages.  So  that  Mrs. 
Upround,  when  buttoning  up  his  coat — which  he  always  forgot  to- 
do  for  himself — did  it  with  the  words,  *My  dear,  now  scold  no 
one ;  really  it  is  becoming  too  expensive.'  '  Shall  I  abandon  duty,' 
he  would  answer  with  some  dignity,  '  while  a  shilling  is  sufficient 
to  enforce  it  ? ' 

Dr.  Upround's  people  had  now  foimd  out  that  their  minister 
and  magistrate  discharged  his  duty  towards  his  pillow,  no  less  than 
to  his  pulpit.  His  parish  had  acquired,  through  the  work  of  genera- 
tions, a  habit  of  getting  up  at  night,  and  being  all  alive  at  cock- 
crow; and  the  rector  (while  very  new  amongst  them)  tried  to  bow — 
or  rather  rise — to  night-watch.  But  a  little  of  that  exercise  lasted 
him  for  long ;  and  he  liked  to  talk  of  it  afterwards ;  but  for  the 
present  was  obliged  to  drop  it.  For  he  foimd  himself  pale,  when 
hi^  wife  made  him  see  himself ;  and  his  hours  of  shaving  were  so- 
dreadful  ;  and  scarcely  a  bit  of  fair  dinner  could  be  got,  with  the 
whole  of  the  day  thrown  out  so.  In  short,  he  settled  it  wisely,  that 
the  fishers  of  fish  must  yield  to  the  habits  of  fish,  which  cannot  be- 
corrected ;  but  the  fishers  of  men  (who  can  live  without  catching 
them)  need  not  be  up  to  all  their  hours,  but  may  take  them 
reasonably. 

His  parishioners — who  could  do  very  well  without  him,  so  &r  as 
that  goes,  all  the  week,  and  by  no  means  wanted  him  among  their 
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boats — ^joyfully  left  him  tx)  his  own  time  of  day,  and  no  more 
worried  him  out  of  season  than  he  worried  them  so.  It  became  a 
matter  of  right  feeling  with  them,  not  to  ring  a  big  bell,  which  the 
rector  had  put  up  to  challenge  everybody's  spiritual  need,  until  the 
stable  clock  behind  the  bell  had  struck  ten,  and  finished  gurgling. 

For  this  reason,  on  St.  Swithin's  mom,  in  the  said  year  1782, 
the  grannies,  wives,  and  babes  of  Flamborough,  who  had  been  to 
help  the  launch,  but  could  not  pull  the  labouring  oar,  nor  even  hold 
the  tiller,  spent  the  time  till  ten  o'clock  in  seeing  to  their  own 
nlfairs — the  most  laudable  of  all  pursuits  for  almost  any  woman. 
And  then,  with  some  little  dispute  among  them  (the  oflfspring  of  the 
merest  accident),  they  arrived  in  some  force  at  the  gate  of  Dr. 
Upround,  and  no  woman  liked  to  pull  the  bell,  and  still  less  to  let 
another  woman  do  it  for  her.  But  an  old  man  came  up  who  was 
quite  deaf,  and  every  one  asked  him  to  do  it. 

In  spite  of  the  scarcity  of  all  good  things,  Mrs.  Cockscroft  had 
thoroughly  fed  the  little  stranger,  and  washed  him,  and  imdressed 
him,  and  set  him  up  in  her  own  bed,  and  wrapped  him  in  her 
woollen  shawl,  because  he  shivered  sadly ;  and  there  he  stared  about 
with  wondering  eyes,  and  gave  great  orders — so  far  as  his  new  nurse 
could  make  out — but  speaking  gibberish,  as  she  said,  and  flying  into 
a  rage  because  it  was  out  of  Christian  knowledge.  But  he  seemed 
to  understand  some  English,  although  he  could  only  pronounce  two 
words,  both  short,  and  in  such  conjunction  quite  imlawful  for  any 
«cept  the  highest  Spiritual  Power.  Mrs.  Cockscroft,  being  a  pious 
wioman,  hoped  that  her  ears  were  wrong,  or  else  that  the  words 
were  foreign  and  meant  no  harm;  though  the  child  seemed  to 
take  in  much  of  what  was  said,  and  when  asked  his  name,  answered 
wrathfiilly,  and  as  if  everybody  was  bound  to  know — 'Izunsabe, 
Izunsabe!' 

But  now,  when  brought  before  Dr.  Uproimd,  no  child  of  the  very 
best  English  stock  could  look  more  calm  and  peaceful.  He  could 
walk  well  enough,  but  liked  better  to  be  carried;  and  the  kind 
woman  who  had  so  taken  him  up,  was  only  too  proud  to  carry  him. 
Whatever  the  rector  and  magistrate  might  say,  her  meaning  was  to 
keep  this  little  one,  with  her  husband's  good  consent,  which  she  was 
«ureof  getting. 

'  Set  him  down,  ma'am,'  the  Doctor  said,  when  he  heard  from 
half  a  dozen  good  women  all  about  bim  ;  « Mistress  Cockscroft,  put 
him  on  his  legs,  and  let  me  question  him.' 

But  the  child  resisted  this  proceeding.  With  nature's  inborn  and 
just  loathing  of  examination,  he  spun  upon  his  little  heels  and  swore 
with  all  his  might,  at  the  same  time  throwing  up  his  hands  and 
twirling  his  thumbs  in  a  very  odd  and  foreign  way. 

''Wliat  a  shocking  child  1 '  cried  Mrs.  Upround,  who  was  come  to 
know  all  about  it.    '  Jane,  run  away  with  Miss  Janetta.' 

'The  child  is  not  to  blame,'  said  the  rector ;  *  but  only  the  people 
who  have  brought  him  up.    A  prettier  or  more  clever  little  head  I 
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have  never  seen  in  all  my  life  ;  and  we  studied  such  things  at  Cam- 
hridge.    My  fine  little  fellow,  shake  hands  with  me.' 

The  boy  broke  off  his  vicious  little  dance,  and  looked  up  at  this 
tall  gentleman  with  great  smprise.  His  dark  eyes  dwelt  upon  the 
parson's  kindly  face  with  that  power  of  inquiry  which  the  very  yoimg 
possess,  and  then  he  put  both  little  hands  into  the  gentleman's,  and 
burst  into  a  torrent  of  the  most  heart-broken  tears. 

*  Poor  little  man  1 '  said  the  rector  very  gaitly,  taking  him  up  in 
his  arms  and  patting  the  silky  black  curls,  while  great  drops  fell,  and 
a  nose  was  rubbed  on  his  shoulder ;  '  it  is  early  for  you  to  begin  bad 
times.    Why,  how  old  are  you,  if  you  please  ? ' 

The  little  boy  sat  up  on  the  kind  man's  arm,  and  poked  a  small 
investigating  finger  into  the  eeur  that  wa^  next  to  him,  and  the  locks 
just  beginning  to  be  marked  with  grey;  and  then  he  said  '  Scare,' 
and  tossed  his  chin  up,  evidently  meaning — *  make  your  best  of  that*' 
And  the  women  drew  a  long  breathy  and  nudged  at  one  another. 

*  Well  done  I  Four  yeturs  old,  my  dear.  You  see  that  he  under- 
stands English  well  enough,'  said  the  parson  to  his  parishioners ;  *  he 
will  tell  us  all  about  himself  by-*and*by,  if  we  do  not  hurry  him. 
You  think  him  a  French  child.  I  do  not.  Though  the  name  which 
he  gives  himself,  "  Izunsabe,"  ha«  a  French  aspect  about  it.  Let  me 
think.  I  will  try  him  with  a  French  interrogation — Farltz  voua 
Fran^ais^Tn/m  enfant  V 

Dr.  Upround  watched  the  ^^Rect  of  hi§  words  with  outward  cdm^ 
but  an  inward  flutter.  For  if  this  clever  child  ishould  reply  in  French^ 
the  Doctor  could  never  go  on  with  it,  but  must  stand  there  before  his 
congregation  in  a  worse  position:  than  l^hen  he  loot  his  place,  as  some* 
times  happened,  in  a  sermon.  With  wild  temerity  he  had  given  vent 
to  the  only  French  words  within  his  knowledge ;  and  he  determined 
to  follow  them  up  with  Latin,  if  the  worst  came  to  the  worst* 

But  luckily  zk>  harm  came  of  this,  but  contrariwise,  a  lasting^  good. 
For  the  child  looked  none  the  wiser,  while  - the  Doctor's  reputation 
was  increased. 

^  Aha !' the  good  parson  cried.  ^  I  was  sure  that  he  was  no  French- 
man. But  we  must  hear  something  about  him  very  soon,  for  what 
you  tell  me  is  impossible.  If  he  had  come  from  the  sea,  he  must 
have  been  wet;  it  could  never  be  otherwise.  Whereas,  his  linen 
clothes '  are  dry,>  and  even  quite  lately  MleredT-ironed  you  might 
call  it.'  ,      ,  . 

*  Please  your  worship,'  cried  Mtsj  Cockscroft,  who  was  growing  wild 
with 'jealousy ;  *  I  did  up  all.  hie  Jittie  things,  hours  and.  hours  ere  your 
boose  was  up.' 

:  -i  '  Ah,  you  had  night  work  I  To  be  sure.  Were  his-  clothes  dry  or 
wet,  when  you  took  them  oflF?' 

'tNot  tO'  say  dry,  your  woi3ship ;  and  yet  not  to  say  v«ry  wet. 
Betwixt  and  between,  like  juyi  good  master's  when  he  cometh.fromuL 
pour  of  ndn  or  a:heavy<sprayv  And  the  colour,  of  the  land  was  upon 
ihem  here  and  there.   And  the  gold  tags  were  sewn  with  something 
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wonderfal.  My  best  pair  of  scissors  would  not  touch  it.  I  was 
frightened  to  put  them  to  the  tub,  your  worship ;  but  they  up  and 
shone  lovely  lite  a  tailors  buttons.  My  master  hath  foimd  him,  sir ; 
and  it  lies  with  him  to  keep  him.  And  the  Lord  hath  taken  away 
our  Bob.' 

*  It  is  true,'  said  Dr.  Upround  gently,  and  placing  the  child  in 
her  arms  again,  '  the  Almighty  has  chastened  you  very  sadly.  This 
child  is  not  mine  to  dispose  of,  nor  yours ;  but  if  he  will  comfort  you, 
keep  him  till  we  hear  of  him.  I  will  take  down  in  writing  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  case,  when  Captain  Eobin  has  come  home  ^d  had  his 
rest,  say  at  this  time  to-morrow,  or  later ;  and  then  you  will  sign 
them,  and  they  shall  be  published.  For  you  know,  M^s.  Cockscroft, 
however  much  you  may  be  taken  with  him,  you  must  not  turn  kid- 
napper. Moreover,  it  is  needful,  as  there  may  have  been  some  wreck 
(tiiough  none  of  you  seem  to  have  heard  of  any),  that  this  strange 
occurrence  should  be  made  known.  Then,  if.  nothing  is  hear4  of  it, 
you  can  keep  him,  and  may  the  Iiord  bles^  him  to  you  I ' 

Without  any  more  ado,  she  kissed  the  child,  and  wanted  to  carry 
him  straight  away,  after  curtseying  to  l^s  worship ;  but  all  the  other 
women  insisted  on  a  smack  of  him,  for  pity's  sdke,  and  the  pleasure 
<rf  the  gold,  and  to  confirm  the  settlement.  And  a  settlement  it  was  \ 
for  nothing  came  of  any  publication  of  the  case,  ,such  as  in  those  ,  days 
could  be  made  without  great  expense  and  exertion. 

So  the  boy  grew  up,  tall,  Vrave,  and  com^ely,  and  full  pf  the  spirit 
of  adventure,  as  behoved  a  boy  past  on  ,the  winds.  So  ffgr  $^  that  goes, 
his  foster-pa^ent^  would  rather  have  fou^d  him  naore  steady  and  less 
comely;  for  if  he  must  step  into  their  lost  son's  shoes,  h^  plight  do 
it,  without  seeming  to  outshine  him.  But  they  got  over  that  little 
jealousy  in  time,  whep  the  boy  begap  to  be  useful,  and,  so  far  as  vas 
possible,  they  kept  him  under,  by  quotipg  against  him  the  character 
Bob,  bringing  it  back  froiji  heaven  of  a  muclj  higher  quality  than 
ever  it  was  upon  the  earth.  In  vain  did  this  living  child  aspire  to 
such  level ;  how  can  any  earthly  boy  con^ipare  ^th  one  who  never  did 
a  wrong  thing,  as  soon  as  he  was  de^vd  ?  . 

Passing  tqat  ^ffipult  question>  and  forbearing  to  compare  a  boy 
with  angels,  be  he  what  he  will,  his  first  need  (after  that  pf  yictuajs) 
is  a  name,  whereby  his,  fellow-boys  may  know  him.  Is  he  to  be 
shouted  at  is[itji — '  Come  hqre,  what's  your  pame?'  or  is  he  to  be 
called  (as  if  in  high  rebuke),  *Boy '  ?  And  yet  there  ar^  grown-up 
jblk  who  do  all  this  without  hesitation,  failing  to  remember  their  own 
fMredicament  at  a  bygone  period.  Boys  a^e  as  useful,  in  their  way, 
as  any  other  oixier;  and  if  they  can  be  said  to  do  some  mischief, 
they  cannot  be  said  to  do  it  negligently,  It  is  their  privilege  and 
^uty  to  be  truly  active ;  aijid  their  Maker,  having  spread  a  dull  world 
before  them,  has  prpvide4  them=  with  gifts  of  play  while,  their  joints 
are  supple. 

The  present  boy,  having  been  bom  without  a  father  or  a  mother 
(so  far  as  could  yet  be  discovered),  was  driven  to  do  what  our  ances- 


Digitized  by  Google 


293  Mary  Anerley :  [September 


tors  must  have  done,  when  it  was  less  needful.  That  is  to  say,  to  work 
his  own  name  out  by  some  distinctive  process.  When  the  parson  had 
clearly  shown  him  not  to  be  a  Frenchman,  a  large  contumely  spread 
itself  about,  by  reason  of  his  gold,  and  eyes,  and  hair,  and  name  (which 
might  be  meant  for  Isaac),  that  he  was  sprung  from  a  race  more 
honoured  now  than  a  hundred  years  ago.  But  the  women  declared 
that  it  could  not  be ;  and  the  rector  desiring  to  christen  him,  because 
it  might  never  have  been  done  before,  refused  point-blank  to  put  any 
*  Isaac '  in,  and  was  satisfied  with  '  Eobin '  only,  the  name  of  the  man 
who  had  saved  him. 

The  rector  showed  deep  knowledge  of  his  flock,  which  looked 
upon  Jews  as  the  goats  of  the  Kingdom ;  for  any  Jew  must  die  for  a 
world  of  generations,  ere  ever  a  Christian  thinks  much  of  him.  But 
finding  him  not  to  be  a  Jew,  the  other  boys,  instead  of  being  satisfied, 
condemned  him  for  a  Dutchman. 

Whatever  he  was,  the  boy  throve  well,  and  being  so  flouted  by 
his  playmates,  took  to  thoughts,  and  habits,  and  amusements  of  his 
own.  Indoor  life  never  suited  him  at  all,  nor  too  much  of  hard 
learning,  although  his  capacity  was  such,  that  he  took  more  advance- 
ment in  an  hour,  than  the  thick  heads  of  young  Flamborough  made 
in  a  whole  leap-year  of  Sundays,  For  any  Flamburian  boy  was 
considered  a  *  Brain  Scholar,'  and  a  '  Head  Languager,'  when  he  could 
write  down  the  parson's  text,  and  chalk  up  a  fish  on  the  weigh-board, 
so  that  his  father  or  mother  could  tell  in  three  guesses  what  manner 
of  fish  it  was.    And  very  few  indeed  had  ever  passed  this  trial. 

For  young  Bobin  it  was  a  very  hard  thing  to  be  treated  so  by  the 
other  boys.  He  could  run,  or  jump,  or  throw  a  stone,  or  climb  a  rock 
with  the  best  of  them ;  but  all  these  things  he  must  do  by  himself, 
simply  because  he  had  no  name.  A  feeble  youth  would  have  moped; 
but  Robin  only  grew  more  resolute.  Alone  he  did  what  the  other 
boys  would  scarcely  in  competition  dare.  No  crag  was  too  steep  for 
him,  no  cave  too  dangerous  and  wave-beaten,  no  race  of  the  tide  so 
strong  and  swirling  as  to  scare  him  of  his  wits.  He  seemed  to 
rejoice  in  danger,  having  very  little  else  to  rejoice  in ;  and  he  won 
for  himself  by  nimble  ways  and  rapid  tum6  on  land  and  sea,  the 
name  of  '  Lithe,'  or  *  Lyth,'  and  made  it  famous  even  far  inland. 

For  it  may  be  supposed  that  his  love  of  excitement,  versatility, 
and  daring,  demanded  a  livelier  outlet  than  the  slow  toil  of  deep-sea 
fishing.  To  the  most  patient,  persevering,  and  long-suffering  of  the 
arts,  Eobin  Lyth  did  not  take  kindly,  although  he  was  so  handy  with 
a  boat.  Old  Eobin  vainly  strove  to  cast  his  angling  mantle  over 
him.  The  gifts  of  the  youth  were  brighter  and  higher  ;  he  showed 
an  inborn  fitness  for  the  lofty  development  of  free-trade.  Eminent 
powers  must  force  their  way,  as  now  they  were  doing  with  Napoleon ; 
and  they  did  the  same  with  Robin  Lyth,  without  exacting  tithe  in 
kind  of  all  the  foremost  human  race. 


Digitized  by  Google 


i879]  ^  Yorkshire  Tale.  299 


CffArxER  XIL 

IN  A  LANE,  NOT  ALONB. 

Stephen  Anerley's  daughter  was  by  no  means  of  a  crooked  mind, 
but  open  as  the  day  in  all  things,  unless  anyone  mistrusted  her,  and 
showai  it  by  cross-questioning.  When  this  was  done,  she  resented  it 
quickly,  by  concealing  the  very  things  which  she  would  have  told  of 
faer  own  accord ;  and  it  so  happened  that  the  person  to  whom  of  all 
she  should  have  been  most  open,  was  the  one  most  apt  to  check  her 
by  suspicious  curiosity.  And  now  her  mother  already  began  to  do 
this,  as  concerned  the  smuggler,  knowing  from  the  revenue-officer 
that  her  Mary  must  have  seen  him.  Mary,  being  a  truthful  damsel, 
told  no  lies  about  it ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  she  did  not  rush  forth 
with  all  the  history,  as  she  probably  would  have  done,  if  left  un- 
examined. And  so  she  said  nothing  about  the  ear-ring,  or  the  run 
that  was  to  come  oflf  that  week,  or  the  riding-skirt,  or  a  host  of 
little  things,  including  her  promise  to  visit  Bempton  Lane. 

On  the  other  hand,  she  had  a  mind  to  tell  her  father,  and  take 
his  opinion  about  it  all.*  But  he  was  a  little  cross  that  evening,  not 
with  her,  but  with  the  world  at  large ;  and  that  discouraged  her ;  and 
then  she  thought  that  being  an  officer  of  the  king — as  he  liked  to 
call  himaelf  sometimes — he  might  feel  bound  to  give  information 
about  the  impending  process  of  free-trade ;  which  to  her  would  be  a 
breach  of  honour,  considering  how.  she  knew  of  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  she  heartily  wished  that  she  never  had  seen  that 
RoKn  L3rth ;  and  then  she  became  ashamed  of  herself,  for  indulging 
such  a  selfish  wish.  For  he  might  have  been  lying  dead  but  for  her; 
and  then  what  would  become  of  the  many  poor  people  whose  greatest 
comfort  he  was  said  to  be  ?  And  what  good  could  arise  from  his 
destruction,  if  cruel  officers  compassed  it  ?  Free-trade  must  be  car- 
ried on,  for  the  sake  of  everybody,  including  Captain  Garroway 
himself;  and  if  an  old  and  ugly  man  succeeded  a  young  and 
generous  one,  as  leader  of  the  free-trade  movement,  all  the  women 
of  the  county  would  put  the  blame  on  her. 

Looking  at  these  things  loftily,  and  with  a  strong  determination 
not  to  think  twice  of  what  anyone  might  say  who  did  not  under- 
stand the  subject,  Mary  was  forced  at  last  to  the  stem  conclusion  that 
she  must  keep  her  promise.  Not  only  because  it  was  a  promise — 
although  that  went  a  very  long  way  with  her — ^but  also  because  there 
seemed  no  other  chance  of  performing  a  positive  duty.  Simple 
honesty  demanded  that  she  should  restore  to  the  owner  a  valuable, 
and  beyond  all  doubt  important,  piece  of  property.  Two  hours  had 
she  spent  in  looking  for  it,  and  deprived  her  dear  father  of  his 
breakfiast-shrimps ;  and  was  all  this  trouble  to  be  thrown  away,  and 
herself  perhaps  accused  of  theft,  because  her  mother  was  so  short 
and  sharp  in  wanting  to  know  everything,  and  to  turn  it  her  own 
way? 
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The  trinket  which  she  had  found  at  last  seemed  to  be  a  very 
uncommon  and  precious  piece  of  jewellery;  it  was  made  of  pure  gold 
minutely  chased  and  threaded  with  curious  workmanship,  in  form 
like  a  melon,  and  bearing  what  seemed  to  be  characters  of  some 
foreign  language ;  there  might  be  a  spell,  or  even  witchcraft  in  it, 
and  the  sooner  it  was  out  of  her  keeping  the  better.  Nevertheless, 
she  took  very  good  care  of  it,  wrapping  it  in  lamb's  wool,  and  peep- 
ing at  it  many  times  a  day,  to  be  sure  that  it  wa«  safe.  Until  it 
made  her  think  of  the  owner  so  much,  and  the  many  wonders  she 
had  heard  about  him,  that  she  grew  quite  angry  with  herself  and  it,, 
and  locked  it  away,  and  then  looked  at  it  again. 

As  luck  would  have  it,  on  the  very  day  when  Mary  was  to  stroll 
down  Bempton  Lane  (not  to  meet  anyone,  of  course,  but  simply  for 
the  merest  chance  of  what  might  happen),  her' father  had  business  at 
Driffield  com-^arket,  which  would  keep  him  from  home  nearly  all 
the  day.  .When  his  daughter  heard  of  it,  she  was  much  cast  down  \ 
for  she  hoped  that  he  might  have  befen  looking  about  on  the  northern 
part  of  the  farm,  as  he  generally  was  in  the  afternoon ;  and  although, 
he  could  not  see  Bempton  Lane  at  all,  perhaps,  without  >;ome  newly 
acquired  power  of  seeing  round  sharp  comers,  still  it  would  have  been 
a  comfort  and  a  strong  resource  for  conscience,  to  have  felt  that  he  was 
not  so  very  far  away.  And  this  feeling  of  want  made  his  daughter 
resolve  to  have  someone  at  any  Tate  near  her.  If  Jack  had  only 
been  at  home,  she  need  have  sought  no  further,  for  he  would  have 
entered  into  all  bfsr  thoughts  about  it,  and  obeyed  her  orders 
beautifully.  But  Willie  was  quite  different,  and  hated  any  trouble,, 
being  spewed  so  by  his  mother,  and  the  maidens  all  around  them. 

However,  in  such  a  strait,  what  was  there  to  do,  but  to  trust  in 
Willie,  who  was  old  enough,  being  five  years  in  front  of  Marj^  and 
then  to  try  to  make  him  sensible?  Willie  Anerley  had  bo  idea 
that  anybody — ^far  less  his  own  sister — could  take  such  a  view  of  him. 
He  knew  himself  to  be,  and  all  would  32^y  the  same  of  him,  superior 
in  his  original  gifts,  and  his  manner  of  making  use  of  them,  to  the 
rest  of  the  family  put  together.  He  had  spent  a  month  in  Glasgow, 
when  the  whole  place  was  astir  with  the  ferment  of  many  great  in- 
ventions, and  another  month  in  Edinburgh,  when  that  noble,  city 
was  aglow  with  the  dawn  of  large  ideas ;  also,  he  had  visited  Lond<»i9 
foremost  of  his  family,  and  seen  enough  of  new  things  there  to  fill  all 
Yorkshire  with  surprise ;  and  ihe  result  of  such  wide  expedience  was 
that  he  did  not  like  hard  work  at  all.  .  Neithei;  could  he  evmi  be 
content  to  accept  and  enjoys  without  labour  of  his  own,  the  many^ 
good  things  provided  for  him.  He  was  always  trying  to  diacoyer 
something,  which  never  se^ed  to  answer,  an^  continually  %ix»g 
after  something  newy  of  which  he  never  got  fast  hold.  In  a  word, 
he  was  spoiled,  by  nature  fi^rst^  and  tt.en  by  piroumstfuioes,  for  the 
peaceful  life  of  his  ancestors,  and  th^  unacJ^nowledged  blessings  of 
farmer. 

'  Willie,  dear,  will  you  come  with  me  ? '  Mary  said  to  him  that- 
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day,  catching  him  as  he  ran  down  stairs,  to  air  some  inspiration^ 
*  Will  you  come  with  me  for  just  one  hoiu:  ?  I  wish  you  would  ;  and 
I  would  be  so  thankful.' 

*  Child,  it  is  quite  impossible,'  he  answered,  with  a  frown  which 
set  off  his  delicate  eyebrows,  and  high  but  rather  narrow  forehead  ; 
*you  always  want  me  at  the  very  moment  when  I  have  the  most  im- 
portant work  in  hand.  Any  childish  whim  of  yours  matters  more 
than  hours  and  horn's  of  hard  labour.' 

'  Oh,  Willie,  but  you'  know  how  I  try  to  help  you,  and  all  the 
patterns  I  cut  out  last  week  I  Do  come  for  once,  Willie ;  if  you  refuscy 
you  will  never,  never  forgive  yourself.' 

Willie  Anwley  was  as  good-natured  as  any  self-indulgent  youth  cau 
be ;  he  loved  his  sister  in  his  way,  and  was  indebted  to  her  for  get- 
ting out  of  a  great  many  little  scrapes.  He  saw  how  much  she  wa& 
in  earnest  now,  and  felt  some  desire  to  know  what  it  was  about. 
Moreover— ^which  settled  the  point—he  was:  getting  tired  of  sticking 
to  one  thing  for  a  time  imusually  long  with  him.  But  he  would  not 
throw  away  the  chance  of  scoring  a  huge  debt  of  gratitude. 

*  Wdl,  do  what  you  like  with  me,'  he  answeried,  with  a  smile ; '  I 
never  can  have  my  own  way  five  minutes.  It  serves  me  quite  right 
for  being  so  good-natured.' 

Mary  gave  him  a  kiss,  which  must  have  been  an  object  of  amr- 
hition  to  anybody  else  ;  but  it  only  made  him  wipe  his  mouth ;  and 
presently  the  two  set  forth  upon  the  path  towards  Bempton. 

Robin  Lyth  had  diosen  well  his  place  for  meeting  Mary.  Th& 
lane  (of  wMoh  he  knew  every  yard,  as  well  as  he  knew  the  rocks 
themselves)  was  deep  and  winding,  and  fringed  with  bushes,  so  that 
an  active  and  keen-^yed  man  might  leap  into  thicket  ajbnost  before 
tihere  was  a  fair  chance  of  shooting  him.  He  knew  well  enough  that 
he  might  trust  Mary;  but  he  never  could  be  sure  that  the  bold 
'-coast-riders,'  despairing  by  this  time  of  catching  him  at  sea,  and 
longing  for  the  weight  of  gold  put  upon  his  head,  might  not  be 
setting  privy  snares  to  catch  him  in  his  walks  abroad*  They  had 
done  so  when  they  pursued  him  up  the  Dyke ;  and  though  he  was 
inclined  to  doubt  the  strict  legality  of  that  proceeding,  he  could  not 
see  his  waj  to  H  feir  discussion  of  it,  in  case  of  their  putting  a  buUet 
through  him.    And  this  consideration  made  him  earefuL 

The  brother  and'  sister  went  on  well  by  the  footpath  over  the 
Tipknds  of  the  farm,  and  crossingtheneck  of  the  Flambum  peninsula,, 
tripped  away  naerrily  northward.  The  ^ wheat  looked  healthy,  and  the 
barley  also,  and  a  four-^cre  patch  of  potatoes  smceUed  sweetly  (for  the 
breese  of  them  was  pleasant  in  their, wholesome  days),  and  WilHe,. 
laving  overworked  his  brain,  according  to  his  own  account  of  it, 
strode  along  loftilj  before  his  sister,  casting  over  his  shoulder  an 
eddy  of  some  large  ideas  with  wMch  he  had  been  visited,  before  she. 
interrupted  hinou  .  But,  as  nothing  overcame  of : them,  they  need  not 
bere  be  stated.  From  a  paractical  point  of  view,  however,  as  they 
both  had  to  live  upon  the  profits  of  the  farm,  it  .pleased  them  to> 
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observe  what  a  diflFerence  there  was,  when  they  had  surmounted  the 
■chine  and  began  to  descend  towards  the  north  upon  other  people's 
land.  Here  all  was  damp  and  cold  and  slow;  and  chalk  looked 
slimy  instead  of  being  clean ;  and  shadowy  places,  had  an  oozy  cast ; 
/and  trees  (wherever  they  could  stand)  were  facing  the  east  with 
wrinkled  visage,  and  the  west  with  wiry  beards.  Willie  (who  had, 
;among  other  great  inventions,  a  scheme  for  improvement  of  the 
climate)  was  reminded  at  once  of  all  the  things  he  meant  to  do  in 
that  way ;  and  makings  as  he  always  did,  a  great  point  of  getting 
observations  first — a  point  whereon  he  stuck  fest  mainly — without 
any  time  for  delay  he  applied  himself  to  a  rapid  study  of  the  subject. 
He  found  some  things  just  like  other  things  which  he  had  seen  in. 
Scotland,  yet  differing  so  as  to  prove  more  clearly,  than  even  their 
resemblance  did,  the  value  of  his  discovery. 

'  Look  1 '  he  cried,  *  can  anything  be  clearer  ?  The  cause  of  all 
these  evils  is,  not  (as  an  ignorant  person  might  suppose)  the  want  of 
sunshine,  or  too  much  wet,  but  an  inadequate  movement  of  the 
air  

*  Why,  I  thought  it  was  always  blowing  up  here  1  The  very  last 
time  I  came,  my  bonnet-strings  were  split.' 

'  You  do  not  understand  me ;  you  never  do.  When  I  say  inade- 
quate, I  mean  of  course  incorrect,  inaccurate,  unequable.  Now  the 
air  is  a  fluid  ;  you  may  stare  as  you  like,  Mary,  but  the  air  has  been 
proved  to  be  a  fluid.  Very  well,  no  fluid  in  large  bodies  moves  with 
an  equal  velocity  throughout.  Part  of  it  is  rapid  and  part  quite 
stagnant.  The  stagnant  places  of  the  air  produce  this  green  scum, 
this  mossy,  unwholesome,  and  injurious  stuff;  while  the  over-rapid 
motion  causes  this  iron  appearance,  this  hard  surface,  and  general 
sterility.  By  the  simplest  of  simple  contrivances,  I  make  this  evil 
its  own  remedy.  An  equable  impulse  given  to  the  air  produces  an 
adequate  imiform  flow,  preventing  stagnation  in  one  place,  and  ex- 
cessive vehemence  in  another.  And  the  beauty  of  it  is,  that  by  my 
new  invention  I  make  the  air  itself  correct  and  regulate  its  own 
inequalities.' 

'  How  clever  you  are  to  be  sure  I '  exclaimed  Mary,  wondering 
that  her  father  could  not  see  it.  '  Oh,  Willie,  you  will  make  your 
fortune  by  it  I    However  do  you  do  it  ?  ' 

*  The  simplicity  of  it  is  such  that  even  you  can  understand  it. 
All  great  discoveries  are  simple.  I  fix  in  a  prominent  situation  a 
large  and  vertically  revolving  fan,  of  a  light  and  vibrating  substance. 
The  movement  of  the  air  causes  this  to  rotate  by  the  mere  force  of 
the  impact.  The  rotation  and  the  vibration  of  the  fan  convert  an 
irregular  impulse  into  a  steady  and  equable  undulation ;  and  such  is 
the  elasticity  of  the  fluid  called,  in  popular  language,  "the  air," 
that  for  miles  around  the  rotation  of  this  fen  regulates  the  circula- 
tion, modifies  extremes,  annihilates  sterility,  and  makes  it  quite 
impossible  for  moss  and  green  scum,  and  all  this  sour  growth  to  live. 
Even  you  can  see,  Mary,  how  beautiful  it  is.' 
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'Yes,  that  I  can  I'  she  answered  simply,  as  they  turned  the 
comer  upon  a  large  windmill,  with  arms  revolving  merrily ;  '  but^ 
Willie,  dear,  would  not  Farmer  Topping's  mill,  perpetually  going  as 
it  is,  answer  the  same  purpose  ?  And  yet  the  moss  seems  to  be  a& 
thick  as  ever  here,  and  the  ground  as  naked ! ' 

'  Tush  I '  cried  Willie.  '  Stuff  and  nonsense  I  When  will  you  girla 
mderstand  ?    Good-bye  1    I  will  throw  away  no  more  time  on  you.' 

Without  stopping  to  finish  his  sentence  he  was  oflf,  and  out  of 
sight  both  of  the  mill  and  Mary,  before  the  poor  girl,  who  had  not 
the  least  intention  of  oflfending  him,  could  even  beg  his  pardon,  or 
say  how  much  she  wanted  him ;  for  she  had  not  dared  as  yet  to  tell 
him  what  was  the  purpose  of  her  walk,  his  nature  being  such  that  no. 
one,  not  even  his  own  mother,  could  tell  what  conclusion  he  might 
come  to  upon  any  practical  question.  He  might  rush  oflf  at  once  to 
pat  the  Bevenue  men  on  the  smuggler's  track ;  or  he  might  stop  his 
sister  from  going ;  or  he  might  (in  the  absence  of  his  father)  order  a 
feast  to  be  prepared,  and  fetch  the  outlaw  to  be  his  guest.  So  Mary 
had  resolved  not  to  tell  him  until  the  last  moment,  when  he  could  do 
none  of  these  things. 

But  now  she  must  either  go  on  all  alone,  or  give  up  her  purpose 
and  break  her  promise.  After  some  hesitation  she  determined  to  go 
on,  for  the  place  would  scarcely  seem  so  very  lonely  now  with  the- 
windmill  in  view,  which  would  always  remind  her  henceforth  of  her 
dear  brother  William.  It  was  perfectly  certain  that  Captain  Eobin 
Lyth,  whose  fame  for  chivalry  was  everywhere,  and  whose  character 
was  all  in  all  to  him  with  the  ladies  who  bought  his  silks  and  lace, 
would  see  her  through  all  danger  caused  by  confidence  in  him ;  and 
really  it  was  too  bad  of  her  to  admit  any  paltry  misgivings.  But> 
reason  as  she  might,  her  young  conscience  told  her  that  this  was  not 
the  proper  thing  for  her  to  do  ;  and  she  made  up  her  mind  not  to  do 
it  again.  Then  she  laughed  at  the  notion  of  being  ever  even  asked, 
and  told  herself  that  she  was  too  conceited ;  and  to  cut  the  matter 
short,  went  very  bravely  down  the  hill. 

The  lane,  which  came  winding  from  the  beach  up  to  the  windmill, 
was  as  pretty  a  lane  as  may  anywhere  be  found  in  any  other  county 
than  that  of  Devon.  With  a  Devonshire  lane  it  could  not  presume  to 
vie,  having  little  of  the  glorious  garniture  of  fern,  and  nothing  of 
the  crystal  brook  that  leaps  at  every  comer ;  no  arches  of  tall  ash, 
keyed  with  dog-rose,  and  not  much  of  honeysuckle,  and  a  sight  of 
other  wants  which  people  feel  who  have  lived  in  the  plenitude  of 
everything.  But,  in  spite  of  all  that,  the  lane  was  very  fine  for 
Yorkshire. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mary  had  prettier  ankles,  and  a  more  gracefril 
and  lighter  walk  than  the  Devonshire  lanes,  which  like  to  echo  some- 
thing, for  the  most  part  seem  accustomed  to ;  and  the  short  dress  of 
the  time  made  good  such  favourable  fects  when  found.  Nor  was  this 
all  that  could  be  said,  for  the  maiden  (while  her  mother  was  so  busy 
pickling  cabbage,  from  which  she  drove  all  intruders)  had  managed 
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to  forget  what  the  day  of  the  week  was,  and  had  opened  the  drawer 
that  should  be  locked  up  until  Sunday.  To  walk  with  such  a  hand- 
some tall  fellow  as  Willie,  compelled  her  to  look  like  something  too, 
and  without  any  thought  of  it  she  put  her  best  hat  on,  and  a  very 
pretty  thing  with  some  French  name,  and  made  of  a  delicate  peach- 
-coloured  silk,  which  came  down  over  her  bosom,  and  tied  in  the 
neatest  of  knots  at  the  small  of  her  back,  which  at  that  time  of 
life  was  very  small.  All  these  were  the  gifts  of  her  dear  Uncle 
Popplewell,  upon  the  other  side  of  Filey,  who  might  have  been 
married  for  forty  years,  but  nobody  knew  how  long  it  was,  because  he 
had  no  children,  and  so  he  made  Mary  his  darling.  And  this  ancient 
gentleman  had  leanings  towards  free  trade. 

Whether  these  goods  were  French  or  not — ^which  no  decent  per- 
son could  think  of  asking — no  French  damsel  could  have  put  them 
on  better,  or  shown  a  more  pleasing  appearance  in  them ;  for  Mary's 
desire  was  to  please  all  people  who  meant  no  harm  to  her — as  nobody 
could — and  yet  to  let  them  know  that  hei"  object  was  only  to  do  what 
was  right,  and  to  never  think  of  asking  whether  she  looked  this,  that, 
or  the  other.  Her  mother,  as  a  matter  of  duty,  told  her  how  plain 
she  was  almost  every  day ;  but  the  girl  was  not  of  that  opinion ;  and 
when  Jlrs.  Anerley  finished  her  lecture  (as  she  did  nine  times  in  ten) 
by  turning  the  glass  to  the  wall,  and  declaring  that  beauty  was  a 
snare  skin-deep,  with  a  frown  of  warning  instead  of  a  smile  of  com- 
fort, then  Mary  believed  in  her  looking-glass  again,  and  had  the 
smile  of  comfort  on  her  own  face. 

However,  she  never  thought  of  that  just  now,'  but  only  of  how  she 
could  do  her  duty,  and  have  no  trouble  in  her  own  mind  with  think- 
ing, and  satisfy  her  fitther  when  she  told  him  all,  as  she  meant  to  do, 
when  there  could  be  no  harm  done  to  anyone;  and  this,  as  she 
heartily  hoped,  would  be  to-morrow.  And  truly,  if  there  did  exist  any 
vanity  at  ail,  it  was  not  confined  to  the  sex  in  which  it  is  so  much 
more  natural  and  comely. 

For  when  a  very  active  figure  came  to  light  suddenly,  at  a  little 
elbow  of  the  lane,  and  with  quick  steps  advanced  towards  Mary,  she 
was  lost  in  surprise  at  the  gaiety,  not  fco  say  grandeur,  of  its  ap- 
parel. A  broad  hat,  looped  at  the  side,  and  having  a  pointed  black 
"Crown,  with  a  scarlet  feather  and  a  dove-coloured  brim,  sat  well  upon 
the  mass  of  crisp  black  curls.  A  short  blue  jacket  of  the  finest 
Flemish  cloth,  and  set  (not  too  thickly)  wit*!  emboesed  silver  buttons, 
left  properly  open  the  strong  brown  neck,  while  a  shirt  of  pale  blue 
fiilk,  with  a  turned-down  collar  of  fine  needlework,  fitted,  without  a 
wrinkle  or  a  pucker,  the  broad  and  amply  rounded  chest*  Then  a 
belt  of  brown  leather,  with  an  anchor  clasp  and  empty  loops  for  either 
fire-arm  or  steel,  supported  true  sailor's  trousers  of  the  purest  white 
and  the  noblest  man-of-war  cut;  and  where  these  widened  at  the 
instep  shone  a  lovely  pair  of  pumps,  with  budkles  radiant  of  best 
Bristol  diamonds.  The  wearer  of  all  these  splendours  smiled,  and 
•eeemed  to  become  them  as  they  became  him. 
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*  Well,'  thought  Mary,  '  how  free  trade  must  pay !  What  a  pity 
that  he  is  not  in  the  Eoyal  Navyl' 

With  his  usual  quickness,  and  the  self-esteem  which  added  such 
lustre  to  his  character,  the  smuggler  perceived  what  was  passing  in 
her  mind,  hut  he  was  not  rude  enough  to  say  so. 

'  Young  lady,'  he  began^ — tod  Mary,  with  all  her  wisdom,  could 
not  help  being  fond  of  that ;  '  young  lady,  I  was  quite  sure  that  you 
would  keep  your  word.' 

'  I  never  do  anything  else,'  she  answered,  showing  that  she 
fjcarcely  looked  at  him ;  '  I  have  found  this  for  you,  and  then  good- 
hye.' 

'  Surely  you  will  wait  to  hear  my  thanks,  and  to  know  what  made 
me  dare  to  ask  you,  after  all  you  had  done  for  me  already,  to  begin 
again  for  me.  But  I  am  such  an  outcast  that  I  never  should  have 
done  it.' 

'I  never  saw  anyone  look  more  thoroughly  unlike  an  outcast,' 
Maiy  said ;  and  then  she  was  angry  with  herself  for  speaking,  and 
glancing,  and  worst  of  all  for  smiling. 

'Ladies  who  live  on  land  can  never  understand  what  we  go 
through,'  Bobin  replied  in  his  softest  voice,  aj3  rich  as  tlie  murmur 
of  the  summer  sea;  'when  we  expect  great  honours,  we  try  to  look 
a  little  tidy,  as  anyone  but  a  common  boor  would  do ;  and  we  laugh 
at  ourselves*  for  trying  to  look  well  after  all  the  knocking  about  we 
get   Our  time  is  short — we  must  make  the  most  of  it*' 

*  Oh,  please  not  to  talk  in  such  a  dreadful  way,'  said  Mary. 

^  You  remind  me  of  my  dear  friend  Dr.  Upround,  the  very  best 
man  in  the  whole  world,  I  believe.  He  always  says  to  me,  "  Bobin, 
Bobin  

*  What,  is  Dr.  Upandown  a  friend  of  yours  ? '  Mary  exclaimed  in 
amazement,  and  with  a  stoppage  of  the  foot  that  wa^  poised  for 
quick  departure. 

'Dr.  Upandown,  as  many  people  call  him,' said  the  smuggler, 
with  a  tone  of  condemnation,  'is  the  best  and  dearest  friend  I  have, 
next  to  Captain  and  Mistress  Coefcscroft,  who  may  have  been  heard 
of  at  Anerley  Manor.  Dr.  Upround  is  our  magistrate  and  clergy- 
man, and  he  lets  people  say  what  they  like  against  me,  while  he 
honours  jne  with  his  friendship.  .  I  must  not  stay  long,  to  thank  you 
e?en,  because  I  am  going  to  tJie  dear  old  doctor's,  for  supper  at  seven 
o'clock,  and  a  game  of  chess.' 

'  Oh  dear !  oh  dear  1  .  And  he  is  such  a  Justice ;  and  yet  tiiey  shot 
at  you  last  week !    It  makes  me  wonder  when  I  hear  such  things.' 

'  Young  lady,  it  makes  pverybody  wonder.  In  my  opinion  there 
never  could  be  a  more  shameful  murder  than  to< shoot  me;  and  yet 
hut  for  you,  it  would  surely  have  been  done.' 

'You  must  not  dwell  upon  such  things,'  said  Mary;  'they  may 
have  a  very  bad  effect  upon  your  mind.  But  good-bye.  Captain 
Lyth;  I  forgot  that  I  was  robbing  Dr.  Upround  of  your  society.' 

'  Shall  I  be  so  ungrateful  as  not  to  see  you  safe  upon  your  own 
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land,  after  all  your  trouble  ?  My  road  to  Flamborough  lies  that  way. 
Surely  you  will  not  refuse  to  hear  what  made  me  so  anxious  about 
this  bauble,  which  now  will  be  worth  ten  times  as  much.    I  never 
•  saw  it  look  so  bright  before.' 

^  It — it  must  be  the  sand  has  made  it  shine,'  the  maiden  stam- 
mered, with  a  fine  bright  blush ; '  it  does  the  same  to  my  shrimping- 
net.' 

*  Ah,  shrimping  is  a  very  fine  pursuit  I  There  is  nothing  I  love 
better ;  what  pools  I  could  show  you,  if  I  only  might;  pools  where  you 
may  fill  a  sack  with  large  prawns  in  a  single  tide — spools  known  to 
nobody  but  myself.    When  do  you  think  of  going  shrimping  next  ? ' 

'  Perhaps  next  summer  I  may  try  again,  if  Captain  Carroway  will 
come  with  me.' 

'  That  is  too  unkind  of  you.  How  very  harsh  you  are  to  me  I  I 
could  hardly  have  believed  it,  after  all  that  you  have  done.  And  you 
really  do  not  care  to  hear  the  story  of  this  relic  ? ' 

'  If  I  could  stop,  I  should  like  it  very  much.  But  my  brother, 
who  came  with  me,  may  perhaps  be  waiting  for  me.'  Mary  knew 
that  this  was  not  very  likely;  still  it  was  just  possible,  for  Willie's 
ill-tempers  seldom  lasted  very  long;  and  she  wanted  to  let  the  smug- 
gler know  that  she  had  not  come  aU  alone  to  meet  him. 

*  I  shall  not  be  two  minutes,'  Eobin  Lyth  replied  ;  '  I  have  been 
forced  to  learn  short  talking.    May  I  tell  you  about  this  trinket  ? ' 

*  Yes,  if  you  will  only  begin  at  once,  and  finish  by  the  time  we 
get  to  that  comer.' 

*  That  is  very  short  measure  for  a  tale,'  said  Eobin,  though  he 
liked  her  all  the  better  for  such  qualities  ;  *  however,  I  will  try ;  only 
walk  a  little  slower.  Nobody  knows  where  I  was  bom,  any  more  than 
they  know  how  or  why.  Oply  when  I  came  upon  this  coast  as  a  very 
little  boy,  and  without  knowing  anything  about  it,  they  say  that  I 
had  very  wonderful  buttons  of  gold  upon  a  linen  dress,  adorned  with 
gold  lace,  which  I  used  to  wear  on  Sundays.  Dr.  Upround  ordered 
them  to  keep  those  buttons,  and  was  to  have  had  them  in  his  own 
care  ;  but,  before  that,  all  of  them  were  lost  save  two.  My  parents, 
as  I  call  them  from  their  wonderful  goodness,  kinder  than  the  ones 
who  have  turned  me  on  the  world  (unless  themselves  went  out  of  it), 
resolved  to  have  my  white  coat  done  up  grandly  when  I  grew  too 
big  for  it,  and  to  lay  it  by  in  lavender ;  and  knowing  of  a  great  man  in  the 
gold-lace  trade,  as  far  away  as  Scarborough,  they  sent  it  by  a  fishing- 
smack  to  him,  with  people  whom  they  knew  thoroughly.  That  was 
the  last  of  it  ever  known  here.  The  man  swore  a  manifest  that  he 
never  saw  it,  and  threatened  them  with  libel ;  and  the  smack  was 
condemned  and  all  her  hands  impressed,  because  of  some  trifle  she  hap- 
pened to  carry ;  and  nobody  knows  any  more  of  it.  But  two  of  ^he 
l)utton8  had  fallen  oflf,  and  good  mother  had  put  them  by,  to  give  a 
last  finish  to  the  coat  herself ;  and  when  I  grew  up  and  had  to  go  to 
sea  at  night,  they  were  turned  into  a  pair  of  ear-rings.  There,  now. 
Miss  Anerley,  I  have  not  been  long,  and  you  know  all  about  it.' 
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*  How  very  very  lonesome  it  most  be  for  you,'  said  Mary  with  a 
gentle  gaze,  which,  coming  from  such  lovely  eyes,  went  straight  into 
his  heart,  '  to  have  no  one  belonging  to  you  by  right,  and  to  seem 
to  belong  to  nobody.  I  am  sure  I  cannot  tell  whatever  I  should 
do,  without  any  fk3ier,  or  mother,  or  uncle,  or  even  a  cousin,  to  be  . 
certain  of.' 

^  All  the  ladie»  seem  to  think  that  it  is  rather  hard  upon  me,' 
fiofain  answered,  with  an  excellent  effort  at  a  sigh ;  <  but  I  do  my 
very  best  to  get  on  without  them.  And  one  thing  that  helps  me 
most  of  all  is  when  kind  ladies,  who  have  good  hearts,  allow  me  to 
talk  to  them  as  if  I  had  a  sister.  This  makes  me  forget  what  I  am 
sometimes.' 

*  You  never  should  try  to  forget  what  you  are.  Everybody  in 
the  world  speaks  well  of  you.  Even  that  cruel  Lieutenant  Carroway 
eamiot  help  admiring  you.  And  if  you  have  taken  to  free-trade, 
what  else  could  you  do,  when  you  had  no  friends,  and  even  your  coat 
was  stolen  ? ' 

*  High-minded  people  take  that  view  of  it,  I  know.  But  I  do 
not  pretend  to  any  such  excuse.  I  took  to  free-trade  for  the  sake  of 
my  friends — to  support  the  old  couple  who  have  been  so  good  to  me.' 

^  That  is  better  still ;  it  shows  such  good  principle.  My  Uncle 
Popplewell  has  studied  the  subject  of  wlmt  they  call  political  eco- 
nomy," and  he  says  that  the  country  requires  free-trade,  and  the  only 
way  to  get  it  is  to  go  on  so  that  the  Government  must  give  way  at 
last  However,  I  need  not  instruct  you  about  that ;  and  you  must 
not  stop  any  longer.' 

*  Miss  Aiierley,  I  will  not  encroach  upon  your  kindness.  You  have 
said  things  that  I  never  shall  forget.  On  the  continent  I  meet  very 
many  ladies  who  tell  me  good  things,  and  make  me  better;  but  not 
lit  all  as  you  have  done.  A  minute  of  talk  with  you  is  worth  an  hour 
with  anybody  else.  But  I  fear  that  you  laugh  at  me  all  the  while, 
and  are  only  too  glad  to  be  rid  of  me.  G-ood-bye.  May  I  kiss  your 
hand?   God  bless  you ? ' 

Mary  had  no  time  to  say  a  single  word,  or  even  to  express  her 
ideas  by  a  look,  before  Bobin  Lyth,  with  all  his  bright  apparel,  was 
'conspicuous  by  his  absence.'  As  a  diving  bird  disappears  from  a 
|[un,  or  a  trout  from  a  shadow  on  his  hover,  or  even  a  debtor  from 
his  creditor,  so  the  great  free-trader  had  vanished  into  lightsome  air, 
and  left  emptiness  behind  him. 

The  young  maid,  having  been  prepared  to  yield  him  a  few  yards 
more  of  good  advice,  if  he  held  out  for  another  comer,  now  could  only 
say  to  herself  that  she  never  had  met  such  a  wonderful  man.  So 
^tive,  strong,  and  astonishingly  brave;  so  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  foreign  lands,  yet  superior  to  their  ladies ;  so  able  to  see  all  the 
meaning  of  good  words,  and  to  value  them  when  offered  quietly ;  so 
sweet  in  his  manner,  and  voice,  and  looks ;  and  with  all  his  &me  so 
mipretending ;  and — much  as'  it  frightened  her  to  think — really 
seenaing  to  be  afraid  of  her. 

No.  597  (no.  cxTn.  K.  8.)  T 
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Clf  APTEB  XIII, 
GIlbM±.n^G  AND  GROWLIKO. 

WAilb  these  successful  mns  treut  on,  and  great  authorities  smiled- at 
seeing  the  little  authorities  set  at  nought,  and  men  of  the  revenue 
smote  their  breasts  for  not  being  bom  good  smuggtere,  and  the  general 
public  was  well-pleased,  tod  congratulated  them  cordially  upon  their 
accotoplishmentbf  nought,  ^lie  ma^  there  was  whose  noble  spirit  chafed 
^and'knew  no  coilafort*  He*trode  up  and  down  at  Goastguard  Point, 
'and  communed  with  himself,  whil^  Sobin  held  sweet  converse  in  the 
lane. 

'Why  was  T  b6tn?'  t*le  sad  Canroway  cried;  'why  was  I 
thoroughly  educated,  and'  trains  in  bo*h  services  of  the  King,  exn 
'^pected  to  lise,  -and  b^tinitag'to  ris^,  till  ^  vile  bit  of  splinter  stopped 
^me ;  and  then-  s^tifc  down-  to  this  hole  of  a  place  to  starve,  and  be 
laughed  at,  and  baflfled  by  a  boy?    Another  lucky  run,  and  the 

*  revenue  bamb6<»lWj  find  ^he' whole  of  ns  sent  upon  a*  wild-goose 
chase  !^  Every  gapp^-mduth  zany  ^inishig' at-me^  and  scoundi^ 
swearing  that  I  get  my  Aare  I  -  And  the  only  time  I  have  had  my 
dinner  with-  my  knees  crook'd^  for  at  least  a  fortnight,  was  at  Anerley 

•  'Farm  on  Sunday. »  I '  am'  not< '  sure  that  even  -  they  wouldn't  tum 
agaiiwt  me  V I  ^na  certain  *that  pietty  girl  would.  I've  great  mind 
to* thto^^t  up^a  'gr€^at  mind-  to'throw  it^  tip.  '  It  ds  Imrdly  the  work 

"for  a  gentlemarn  born,  and  the  gttindson  of  a  rear-admital*  .Tinkers* 
and  tailors'  sons  get  the  luck  now ;  and  a  man  of  good  blood  is  put 
on  *  the*  back*shelf j  behiiid  the  blacking-bottles,  A  man  who  has 
battled  for  his  country-- — ^     •  •  '  ...  )  ; 

^      *  Charles,  are  you  o*£>ming  to  your  dinner,  once  more  V 

'■No,  I  am  not. .  ;There'e  no  dinner  worth  coming  to-  Yon  and 
'  the  children  may  eat-  the^  raJb^iei  A  man ^ who  has  battled  for 'his 
country,  find  'bled-^ill  all  his  veins  were  empty,  and  it  took  two  men 
to  hold  him  up,  and  yet  waved  his  sword  at  the  head  of  them-t-nit  is 
the  downright 'ContriEidietion  of  the  world  in  everything,  for  him  to 
poke  about  with  pots  and'  tubs^  like  »  pig  in  a  brewery, .  grain- 
hunting.'  '       .  f  •     .  ...  . 

"  '  Once  tnore^' Charles,  there  is  tieit  to  nothing  left^    The  children 
'  are  eating  for  their*  very  lives.    If  you  st^y  out  there  another  minute^ 
you  must  take  the  consequence.' 

Alas,  that  I  should  have  so  much  stomach,  and  so  little. to  put 
into  it !  My  dear,  put  a  Kttle  bit  under  a  basin ;  if  any  ef  them  has 
no  appetite.    I  wanted  just  to  think  a  little.' 

'  Charles,  they  have  all"  got  tremendous  appetites.  It  is  the  way 
the  wind  is.  You  may  think  by-and-by ;  but  if  you  want  to  eat,  you 
must  do  it  now,  or  never.' 

'  ^  Never "  never  suits  me  in  that  matter,'  the  brave  lieutenant 
answered ; '  Matilda,  put  Greraldine  to  warm  the  pewter  plate  for  mc 
Geraldine,  darling,  you  can  do  it  with  your  mouth  full.' 
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The  commander  of  the  coastguard  turned  alwruptly  from  hia  long 
indignant  stride,  and  entered  the  cottage  provided  for  him^  and  which 
he  had  peopled  so  speedily. 

Small  as  it  was,  it  looked  beautifully  clean,  and  neat,  and  every- 
hody  used  to  wonde*  how  Mrs.  Garroway  iept  it, so.  But  in  spite  of 
ail  her  troubles  and  many  complaints,,  she.  was  veiy  proud  of  this 
little  house,  with  its  healthful  poaitiotn  and  beautiful  outlook  over 
the  bay  of  Bridlington.  It ,  stood  in  a  niche  of  the  low  soft.  eUff, 
where  now  the  sea^axade  extends  from  the  northerp.  pier^of  Biid- 
lington  r  Quay ;  and  when  the.  roadstead  between  that .  and  the  paint 
was  filled  with  a  fleet,  of  every  kind  of  crafb,  or  better  still  when  tbey 
all  made  sail  at  once — ^as  happened  .when  a  trusty  breeze  arose — 'the 
view  wa»  livelyy  and  very  pleasant,  and  full  of  moviiig  interest.  Often 
of  hia  Majesty's  cutters,  '  Swordfisb,'  *  Kefitre  V  or  *  Albatross ' 
woold  swoop  in  with,  all  sail  sety  and  hover,  while  the  skipper  came 
ashore  to  see  the  *  Ancient  CarroWay,'  as  thia  vigilant  officer  ,was 
called ;  and  sometimes  even  a  sloop  of  war,  armed  brigantine,  or 
light  corvette,  prowling  for  recruits,  or  cruising  for  their  training,- 
.^onld  run  in  sunder  the  head,  and  ovei;haul  every  wind-abound  ship 
with  a  very  high  hand. 

^  Ancient  Carroway,' — as  old  friends  calljed  him,  and  even  young 
peeple  who  had  never  seen  him, — .was  famous  upon  this  coast  now, 
fiw  nearly  three  degrees  of  latitude.  He  had  dwelled  here  long,  and 
in  highly  good,  content^,  hospitably  treated  byr  his  neighbours,  and 
himself  more*  hospitable,  th^n  his .  wife  could  wisdi.  '  Until  two  trouUes 
in  his  life  ai*Qse,  and  from  year  to  year  grew  worse  and  worse.  One 
of  these  troubles  was  the  growth  of  mouths,  in  .number  .  and  size,,  that 
lequired  to  be  filled  ;  and  the  oi^er  trouble  was  the  rampant  growth 
of  smngglingy  and  the  glory  , of  that  upstart  Robin  Lyth.-  '  Now  let 
it  be  lawful  to  take  that  sutgeot  first. 

Fair '  Bolnn,' though  not  at  all  anxious: for.  fame,  but  modestly 
willing  to  decline  it^  had  not  been  successful — though  he  worked,  so 
much  by  night— in  ;preserving  sweet  obscurity- :  His  character,  was 
public,  and  set  on.  high  by  fortune,  to  be  gazed  at  from  wholly 
different  points  of  view.  ■From  their  narrow  and  lime^yed  outlook 
the  coastguard  >  beiield  in  him  the  latest  incarnation  of  Old  Nick,  yet 
thqr  hated  him  only  in  an  abstract  manner,  and  as  men  .fe^l  towards 
that  evil  one.  Magistrates  alsp,  and  the  large  protective  powers,  weare 
arrayed  against  him,  yet  happy  to  abstain  from  laying  hands,  when 
their  ihands  were  their  own,  upon  him.  And  many  ofthe£Eurmers,  who 
should  (have  been-  his.  warmest  friends  and  best  customers,  were  now  so 
attached  to  their  king  and  country,  by  bellicose  warmth  and  army 
contracts,  that  instead  of  a  guinea  for  a  fo\ir-gallon  anked*,  they  would 
offer  three  crowns,  or  the  exciseman.  And.  not  only  conscience,  but 
ahort  cash,  after  three  bad  harvests,  constrained  them. 

Yet  the  staple  of  public  opinion  was  sound,  as  it  must  be  where 
W(unen  predominate.  The  best  of  women  could  not  see  why  they 
should  not  have  anything  they  wanted  for  less  than  it  cost  the  maker. 
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To  gaze  at  a  sister  woman  better  dressed,  at  half  the  money,  was 
dimply  to  abjure  every  lofty  principle*  And  to  go  to  church  with  a 
counterfeit  on,  when  the  genuine  lace  was  in  the  next  pew,  on  a  body 
of  inferior  standing,  was  a  downright  outrage  to  the  congregation,  the 
rector,  and  all  religion.  A  cold-blooded  creature,  with  no  pin-money, 
might  reconcile  it  with  her  principles,  if  any  she  had,  to  stand  up 
like  a  dowdy,  and  allow  a  poor  man  to  risk  his  life,  by  shot  and 
storm  and  starvation,  and  then  to  deny  him  a  word  or  a  look,  because 
of  his  coming  with  the  genuine  thing,  at  a  quarter  the  price  fat 
tradesmen  asked,  who  never  stirred  out  of  their  shops  when  it  rained, 
for  a  thing  that  was  a  story  and  an  imposition.  Charity,  duty  and 
common  honesty  to  their  good  husbands,  in  these  bad  times,  com- 
pelled them  to  make  the  very  best  of  bargains ;  of  which  they  got 
really  more  and  more,  as  those  brave  mariners  themselves  bore  witness, 
because  of  the  depression  in  the  free  trade  now  and  the  glorious 
victories  of  England.  Were  they  bound  to  pay  three  times  the 
genuine  value,  and  then  look  a  figure,  and  be  laughed  at  ? 

And  as  for  Captain  Carroway,  let  him  scold,  and  threaten,  and 
stride  about,  and  be  jealous,  because  his  wife  dare  not  buy  true  things, 
poor  creature — although  there  were  two  stories  also  about  that,  and 
the  quantities  of  things  that  he  got  for  nothing,  whenever  he  was 
clever  enough  to  catch  them,  which  scarcely  ever  happened,  thank 
goodness  I  Let  Captain  Carroway  attend  to  his  own  business ;  unless 
he  was  much  belied,  he  had  a  wife  who  would  keep  him  to  it.  Who 
was  Captain  Carroway  to  come  down  here,  without  even  being  bom  in 
Yorkshire,  and  lay  down  the  law,  as  if  he  owned  the  manor? 

Lieutenant  Carroway  had  heard  such  questions,  but  disdained  to 
a^iswer  them.  He  knew  who  he  was,  and  what  his  grand£either  had 
been,  and  he  never  cared  a — short  word,  what  sort  of  stuff  long 
tongues  might  prate  of  him.  Barbarous  broad-drawlers,  murderers 
of  his  Majesty's  English,  could  they  even  pronounce  the  name  of  an 
officer  highly  distinguished  for  many  years  in  both  of  the  royal 
services  ?  That  was  his  description,  and  the  Yorkshire  yokels  might 
go  and  read  it — if  read  they  could — ^in  the  pages  of  authority. 

Like  the  celebrated  calf  that  sucked  two  cows,  Carroway  had 
drawn  royal  pay,  though  in  very  small  drains,  upon  either  element, 
b^pboning  with  a  skeleton  regiment,  and  then,  when  he  became  too 
hot  for  it,  diving  oflf  into  a  firigate,  as  a  recommended  volunteer. 
Here  he  was  more  at  home,  though  he  never  ceased  longing  to  be  a 
general ;  and  having  the  credit  of  fighting  well  ashore,  he  was  looked 
at  with  interest  when  he  fought  a  fight  at  sea.  He  fought  it 
uncommonly  well,  and  it  was  good,  and  so  many  men  fell  that  he 
picked  up  Ms  commission,  and  got  into  a  fifty-two  gun  slup.  After 
several  years  of  service,  without  promotion,  for  his  grandfather's 
name  was  worn  out  now,  and  the  wars  were  not  properly  constant, 
there  came  a  very  h'vely  succession  of  fights,  and  Carroway  got  into 
all  of  them,  or  at  least  into  all  the  best  of  them.  And  he  ought  to 
have  gone  up  much  faster  than  he  did,  and  he  must  have  done  so  but 
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for  his  loDg  lean  jaws,  the  which  are  the  worst  things  that  any  man 
can  have.  Not  only  because  of  their  own  consumption,  and  slow 
length  of  leverage,  but  mainly  on  accoimt  of  the  sadness  they  impart, 
and  the  timid  recollection  of  a  hungry  wolf,  to  the  man  who  might 
have  lifted  up  a  &tter  individiial. 

But  in  Eodney's  great  encounter  with  the  Spanish  fleet,  Carroway 
showed  such  a  dauntless  spirit,  and  received  such  a  wound,  that  it 
was  impossible  not  to  pay  him  some  attention.  His  name  was  near 
the  bottom  of  a  very  long  list,  but  it  made  a  mark  on  some  one's 
memory,  depositing  a  chance  of  coming  up  some  day,  when  he  should 
be  reported  hit  again.  And  so  good  was  his  luck,  that  he  soon  was 
hit  again,  and  a  very  bad  hit  it  was  ;  but  still  he  got  over  it  without 
promotion,  because  that  enterprise  was  one  in  which  nearly  all  our 
men  ran  away,  and  therefore  required  to  be  well  pushed  up  for  the 
sake  of  the  national  honour.  When  such  things  happen,  the  few 
who  stay  behind  must  be  left  behind  in  the  'Gazette'  as  well. 
That  wound,  therefore,  seemed  at  first  to  go  against  him,  but  he 
bandaged  it,  and  plastered  it,  and  hoped  for  better  luck.  And  his 
tiiird  wound  truly  was  a  blessed  one,  a  slight  one,  and  taken  in  the 
proper  course  of  things,  without  a  slur  upon  any  of  his  comrades. 
This  set  him  up  again  with  advancement  and  appointment,  and 
enabled  him  to  marry  and  have  children  seven. 

The  lieutenant  was  now  about  fifty  years  of  age,  gallant  and 
lively  as  ever,  and  resolute  to  attend  to  his  duty  and  himself  as  well. 
His  duty  was  now  alongshore,  in  command  of  the  coastguard  of  the 
east  district ;  for  the  loss  of  a  good  deal  of  one  heel  made  it  hard  for 
him  to  step  about  as  he  should  do  when  afloat.  The  place  suited 
him,  and  he  was  fond  of  it,  although  he  grumbled  sometimes  about 
his  grandfather,  and  went  on  as  if  his  office  was  beneath  him.  He 
abused  all  his  men,  and  all  the  good  ones  liked  him,  and  respected 
him  for  his  clear  English.  And  he  enjoyed  this  free  exercise  of 
language  out  of  doors,  because  inside  his  threshold  he  was  on  his  P's 
and  Q's.  To  call  him  *  ugly  Carroway,'  as  coarse  people  did,  because 
of  a  scar  across  his  long  bold  nose,  was  petty  and  unjust,  and  directly 
contradicted  by  his  own  and  his  wife's  opinion.  For  nobody  could 
have  brighter  eyes,  or  a  kindlier  smile,  and  more  open  aspect  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  week,  while  his  Sunday  shave  retained  its  influence, 
80  far  as  its  limited  area  went,  for  he  kept  a  long  beard  always.  By 
Wednesday  he  certainly  began  to  look  grim,  and  on  Saturday 
ferocious,  pending  the  advent  of  the  Bridlington  barber,  who  shaved 
all  the  Quay  every  Sunday.  But  his  mind  was  none  the  worse,  and 
his  daughters  liked  him  better,  when  he  rasped  their  young  cheeks 
with  his  beard,  and  paid  a  penny.  For  to  his  children  he  was  a  most 
loving  and  tender-hearted  father,  puzzled  at  their  number,  and  some- 
times perplexed  at  having  to  feed  and  clothe  them,  yet  happy  to  give 
them  his  last  and  go  without,  and  even  ready  to  welcome  more,  if 
Heaven  should  be  pleased  to  send  them. 

But  Mrs.  Carroway,  most  fidgety  of  women,  and  bom  of  a  well- 
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shorn  family,  was  unhappy  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the  week.  * 
that  she  could  not  scrub  her  husband's  beard  oflf.    This  lady's.sense  of  * 
human  crime^  and  of  everything  hateful  in  creation,  expressed  itself  i 
mainly  in  the  word  *  dirt.'    Her  rancour  against  that:  nobly  tfanquil,  . 
and  most  natural  of  elements,  inured  itself  into  a  downright  passion. 
From  babyhood  she  had  been  notorious  for  kicking  ^Ji^  little  ^leg&  ^ut 
at  the  least  q)eck  of  dust  upon  a  tiny  red  shoe,  - .  JHer  fethec,  a  clergy**,  i 
m^,  heard  so  much  of  tids,  and  had  so  many  cfaildraxkiofi  a  difibrent./ 
stamp>  that  when  he  came  to  christen  hepr,  at(.Bix  months  of  age.  j 
(which  used  to  be  considered  quite  an  early  thne  of  life)  he^put  xtpMi:z 
her  the  name  of  ^Lauta,'  to  whichj  she  thoroughly. acted;  up;  bnt  j 
people  having  ignorance  of  foreign  tonguea^aidvthathe^alway&mBantu 
'Matilda.'  .        .  . .  .     .    :  , 

'  Such  was  her  nature,  and  it  grew  upon ^ her .that;  when. «. 
young  and  gallant  officer,  tall  and .  fresh,  mod  4is^42lean  ^as  ^a  frigaie^u 
was  captured  by  her  neat  bright  eyes,  very  oleaarun,  and  shaiy  xnti-Tir 
water,  she.  began  to  like  to  look  at  hinu  JBefore  very. long  ius.spmoe^ 
trim  ducks,  careful  scrape  of  Brunswick ,  leather  bopts,^  cleanjpooket^u 
hantdkerchiefs,  and  iine  8pecMessDess,jjwere^  making:  and.  keepfngi&j 
well-swept  path  to  the  thorougMy-dasted  stojeroomjof  herjheiit^j 
How  little  she  dreamed,  in  tlK)8e  virgin  days,  that  the  future^conldi 
ever  contain  a  week  when  her  Charles  would  decline  to  jshave  more^ 
than  once,  and  then  have  it  dpne  for  him  on  a  Sunday!   ^  . »  l 

She  hesitated,  for  she  had  her  thoughts-^doubts  she  ^sdnined  ton 
call  them — but  still  he  forgot  once  to  d^aw^hi8  boots  sidewaya  after  Iueivw  i 
ii^  purged  the  toe  and  heel,  across  the^  bristle  ^f  her  fa^ther'Simat*.^ 
With  the  quick  eye  of  love,  he  perceived  her  frown,  and  the  ^ery  a 
next  day  he  conquered  her.  His  scheme  was  unworthy,  asit^b9tis«  l 
tuted  corporate  for  personal  purity;  still  it  succeeded^ a^unwor^i^jCii 
schemes  will  do.  On  the  birthday  of  his.  sacred  Majesty,  Oiarles  tcKik 
Matilda  to  see  his  ship,  the  48*gua  frigate  Immaculate,': commanded  i 
by  a  well-known  martinet.  Her  spirit  fdl  within  her,  like)the  Qu06np£  a 
Sheba's,  as  she  gazed,  but  trembled;  to  set^downioot  upon,  the  trim  ordec  : 
and  the  dazzling  choring.  She  might  have  survived  the  strict  purity  m 
of  all  things,  the  deck-lines  whiter  than  Parian  marble,  the  builwarics  d 
brighter  than  the  cheek-pieoe  of  a  grate,  the  breech^s  of  thje^^nms  i 
like  goodly  gold,  and  not  a  whisker: of  airope'-s  end  curling  theiOTong  x 
way ;  if  only  she  could  have  espied^  a  sw^b,  or^a  bucket,  or  a  flake^ofi  i 
holystone,  or  any  indic£uxient  'of<  labour  done. f  Artis.  eat>  celare 
artem ;'  tbis  art  was  unfathomaUe.  •         .      >  .  j 

Matilda  was  fain  to  assure  herself  that  the' inaioi  part  ^  thi^.mghi  . 
be  superficial,  like  a  dish-cover  polished  with,  the  spoits  on,  aaad^Bhe:; 
lost  her  haihikerchief  on  purpose  ito  come  back  and  txy^  littiaitest^;/ 
work  of  her  own.  This  was  a;  piecefof  .un8topped-kriottingf\ii^>th«Li 
panel,  of  a,  hatdhwajc, «  resiaoor  hole  ithatv.mxistv  catch  juoiii^edp  asi|r!  f 
speck  of  dust  meandering  on  the  wajfward  will  ofrwind;  Her  oambidci 
came  out  as  white  as  it  went  in  I 

She  surrendered  at  discretion^  and;  became,  the  pvize^^of  OsLnxjwfty. 
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Now  people  at  Bridlington  tjuay  declared  that  the  lientens^nt,- 
though  he  might  have  carried  oflF  a  prize,  "was  certainly  not  the  prize- 
master  ;  and  they  even  went  so  far  as  to  say  that '  he  could  scarcely 
call  his  soul  his  own.'  The  matter  was  ito  concern  of  theirs/  neither 
were  their  conclusions  true.  In  little  things  the  gallant  officer,  fo|r 
the  sake  of  discipline  and  peace,  submitted  to  due  authority,*  and 
being  so  much  from  hotne,  he  left  alt  household  matters  to  a  firm 
controL  In  return  for  this,  he  yas  always  thought  of  first,  and  the 
best  of  everything  was  kept 'fot  ' him;  and  Mrs;  Carro way 'quoted- hfm 
to  others  as  a  wonder,  though '  she  niafy  not  have  dcme  so  to  himselfi^ 
Arid  so,  upon  the  whofe,  they  g^ot  on  v^ry  Well  together.     '  • 

NoW  oA  this'^dafy,  when  the  lieut^naiit  had  ^xhausted-a  grumble^ 
of  imUsual  intensity,  and  the  'feir  Geraldine  '(his  eldest  child)  had 
obeyed  him  to  the-  letMr,  by  keeping  her  mouth  full,  while  she 
mrmed  a  plate  for  him,  it  >pfas  not  long  feefore  his  usual  luck  befell/ 
tiie'l)old  Carrowcty.  Bap,  nip,  came  a  kfloek  at  the  f side  door  of  his. 
cottage,  a  knock  only  too  familiar ;  and  he  heard  the  gruflf  voice  of 
Cadman — '  Can  I  see  his  Hotiour  immediately?^  '  '  r  - . 
^  *  No,  ydu'eannot, '  i*eplied  Mrs.  Carrowayv  *  *  One  would  think  you 
werei  all  in-  a  league  to  BtHrve  him. '  N6  soorrer  does  he  get  half  -a^ 
mouthful  '  ^  ' 

^  ' Greraldin©^ ■  put  it  on  the  hob,  my  dear, 'and; a  basin  over  it. 
Matilda,  my  love,  you  know^  liiy  ndaxim— duty  first,  dinner  afte©* 
wiuds."    Cadman,  I  Will  comb  with  y6ul'  .     m  ' 

The  revenue  officer  took  tip  his  -hat  (whi^  had  less  time  now. 
than  his  plate  to  get  cold)  hnd  -followed  Gadmto  to  the^  usual  plaoe^ 
fcr  holding  privy  councils.  This  was  under  the^^heel  ifltf  the  pier 
(which  was  then  about  half  as  long  ats  n6w)  at  a'Bpot  where  the  outer. 
Wall  combed  ov6r,  to  break  the  crest  of  the  surges  in  the  height?  of  a 
heavy  eastern  g6le.  'Af^eap  tidiee,  and  in-  moderate  weather,  tbis- 
]rface  was  dry,  with  a  fine  salb^smsell,  tfud'With  nothing  in  front  -of-  it^ 
Ihit  the  sea,  and  nothing  behind  it  b^  solid  stone  wallj  anyone  would- 
think  that  here  niust  commune  sacred,!  secret,  and  secluded  fromr 
ea?eadropper8.  •  Atid  yet  it'  Was  ubt  sd,'  by  reason  of  a  very  simple^ 

Upon  the  roadhmy  ^f  the  - pier,  and  over  agtdnsta  mooring-poBt,- 
where  the  pai^apet  andth6  pfer  itself  made ^  nfeedfoliturn  towards  tiie. 
fiouth,  there  was  an  equally  needful  thing,  a  guliy-hole  with  an  iron*^ 
twip  to  carry  oflf  th^  rain  that  feU^  or  the  spray  that  broke  upon- the 
febric;  and  the  outlet  of  this  waa  iti  lie  face  of  the  maeonry- 

outside.  Carroway,  not  being  gifted  with  a  crooked  mind,  had^never^ 
<beamed  that  tMs  little  gut  biight  eodduot  the  pulses  of  theair^'  like 
tte  tyrairffl  etur,  and  «that  the  trap  nt'^ttie  end  mfeht  be  a  trap  for 
Mnu  so  it  was ;  and-by  gently  Juiffltg"  th^^  movable  iron  frames 
^  the  top,  a  w€ai-di8f»6edT)etB0ri  ^6igbt  h^  every^  w<)id  that;Wa^ 
spoken  in  the  snug  recess  below.  Cadman  was  well  aware  of  this 
little  feet,  but  left  his  commander  to,  find  it  out. 

The  officer,  always  thinly  clad  (both  through  the  state  of  his 


Digitized  by  Google 


314  Mary  Anerley.  [September 


wardrobe  and  his  dread  of  eflfeminate  comfort),  settled  his  bony 
shoulders  against  the  rough  stonework,  and  his  heels  upon  a  groyne, 
and  gave  his  subordinate  a  nod,  which  meant,  ^  Make  no  fuss,  but 
oiit  with  it.'  Cadman,  a  short  square  fellow  with  crafty  eyes,  began- 
to  do  so. 

*  Captain,  I  have  hit  it  off  at  last.  Hackerbody  put  me  wrong 
last  time,  through  the  wench  he  hath  a  hankering  after.  This  time 
I  got  it  and  no  mistake,  as  right  as  if  the  villain  lay  asleep  'twixt  you 
and  me,  and  told  us  all  about  it  with  his  tongue  out ;  and  a  good 
thing  for  men  of  large  families  like  me.' 

*  All  that  I  have  heard  such  a  number  of  times,'  his  commander 
answered  crustily ;  *  that  I  whistle,  as  we  used  to  do  in  a  dead  calm, 
Cadman.    An  old  salt  like  you  knows  how  little  comes  of  that.' 

'  There  I  don't  quite  agree  with  your  Honour.  I  have  known  a 
hurricane  come  from  whistling.  But  this  time,  there  is  no  woman 
about  it,  and  the  penny  have  come  down  straight-forrard.  New 
moon  Tuesday  next,  and  Monday  we  slips  first  into  that  snug  little 
cave.    He  hath  a'  had  his  last  good  run.' 

'  How  much  is  coming  this  time,  Cadman  ?  I  am  sick  and  tired 
of  those  three  caves.  It  is  all  old  woman's  talk  of  caves,  while  they 
are  running  south,  upon  the  open  beach.' 

*  Captain,  it  is  a  big  venture ;  the  biggest  of  all  the  summer,  I 
do  believe.  Two  thousand  pounds,  if  there  is  a  penny,  in  it.  The 
schooner,  and  the  lugger,  and  the  ketch,  all  to  once,  of  purpose  to 
send  us  scattering.  But  your  Honour  knows  what  we  be  arfter  most. 
No  woman  in  it  this  time,  sir.  The  murder  has  been  of  the  women, 
all  along.  When  there  is  no  woman  I  can  see  my  way.  We  have 
got  the  right  pig  by  the  ear  this  time.' 

*  John  Cadman,  your  manner  of  speech  is  rude.  You  forget  that 
your  commanding  officer  has  a  wife  and  jEamily,  three-quarters  of 
which  are  female.  You  will  give  me  your  information  without  any 
rude  observations  as  to  sex,  of  which  you,  as  a  married  man,  should 
be  ashamed.  A  man  and  his  wife  are  one  flesh,  Cadman  ;  and  there- 
fore you  are  a  woman  yourself,  and  must  labour  not  to  disgrace  your- 
self. Now  don't  look  amazed,  but  consider  these  things.  If  you  had 
not  been  in  a  flurry,  like  a  woman,  you  would  not  have  spoiled  my 
dinner  so.  I  will  meet  you  at  the  outlook  at  six  o'clock.  I  have- 
business  on  hand  of  importance.' 

With  these  words  Carroway  hastened  home,  leaving  Cadman  to 
mutter  his  wrath,  and  then  to  growl  it,  when  his  officer  was  out  of 
earshot. 

'  Never  a  day,  nor  an  horn:  a'most,  without  he  insulteth  of  me.  A 
woman  indeed !  Well,  his  wife  may  be  a  man,  but  what  call  liath  he- 
to  speak  of  mine  so  ?  John  Cadman  a  woman,  and  one  flesh  with* 
his  wife  I  Pretty  news  that  would  be  for  my  missus  I' 

{To  he  continued.) 
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f[E  whole  period  treated  of  by  Mr.  Froude  in  this  volume  ^  is  one 
eminently  suited  to  his  genius.  It  is  full  of  political,  social,  and 
military  movement,  and  it  is  peculiarly  rich  in  dramatic  interest.- 
The  play  of  personal  character,  the  vicissitudes  of  personal  fortunes,, 
affect  the  imagination  as  they  do  in  a  great  tragedy.  And  although^, 
for  the  continuous  record  of  events,  we  have  to  rely  chiefly  on  late 
Greek  historians,  not  of  the  first  rank,  the  story  of  all  the  great  actors 
in  the  drama,  and  many  traits  of  individual  character,  which  escape 
the  notice  of  the  regular  historian,  have  been  kept  alive  for  us  in  the 
genial  and  impartial  pages  of  Plutarch.  But  for  the  most  interesting 
and  critical  phase  of  the  action,  that  dining  which  Caesar  and  Cicero 
are  the  prominent  figures,  we  have  still  more  immediate  sources 
of  knowledge.  To  quote  Mr.  Froude,  we  hear  '  the  actors  in  the- 
great  drama  speak  their  own  thoughts  in  their  own  words ; '  *  we 
hear  their  enemies  denounce  them,  and  their  friends  praise  them ; ' 
'we  are  ourselves  plimged  amidst  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  hour,  to 
fed  the  conflicting  emotions,  and  to  sympathise  in  the  struggles, 
which  again  seem  to  live.'  There  are  no  records  which  bring  a 
remote  period  of  history  more  immediately  before  us  than  the  Com- 
mentaries of  Caesar  and  the  letters  and  speeches  of  Cicero.  It  is 
only  a  small  part  of  their  value  that  they  were  written  by  two  of  the 
most  consummate  masters  of  style,  at  the  epoch  when  Latin  prose 
was  first  formed  into  qne  of  the  most  effective  vehicles  of  oratory^ 
poUtical  and  military  history,  and  familiar  correspondence,  which  any 
literature  possesses.  Nor  is  it  all,  that  we  have  in  the  one  case  a 
clear  and  trustworthy  record  of  actions,  written  by  the  hand  of  the 
man  who  set  them  in  motion  and  guided  them  to  their  issue ;  in 
the  other,  a  living  commentary  on  men  and  measinreg,  on  the  shifting 
phases  of  politics,  on  the  hopes  and  fears  entertained  on  the  eve  o 
the  most  momentous  events,  from  the  pen  of  one  who  watched 
them  all  from  day  to  day,  under  the  strongest  motives  of  public  and 
personal  interest — of  one  who  did  play  a  prominent,  and,  at  one  time, 
aspired  to  play  the  most  prominent,  part  in  the  drama — of  one,  too, 
endowed  with  the  liveliest  imagination  and  sympathies,  the  most 
sensitive  discernment,  the  most  impassioned  mobility  of  nature.  Nor 
is  it  only  as  affording  evidence  of  events,  opinions,  and  passions,  that 
these  works  are  valuable.  They  are  self-revelations,  the  one  of  perhaps 
the  greatest,  the  other  of  certainly  one  of  the  most  interesting,  men 
who  ever  lived.  They  are  so,  indeed,  in  different  ways  and  to  a 
different  degree.    It  was  not  Caesar's  purpose,  it  was  not  consistent 
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with  his  sense  of  personal  dignity,  which  was  as  strong  in  him  as  all 
the  other  great  Eoman  qualities,  or  with  the  vast  impersonal  objects 
which  he  had  always  before  him,  to  lay  bare  the  secrets  of  his  heart 
from  any  need  of  sympathy  or  any  craving  for  admiration.  But, 
while  not  thinking  of  himself  at  all,  he  yet  could  not  help  leaving  on 
his  record  the  stamp  of  his  own  large,  resolute,  loyal,  and  mag- 
nanimous nature.  But  he  never  affords  us  the'  same  iimOT  know- 
ledge of  himself  which  Cicero  does  o^T  himself  *in:  every  t)age  of  tbe 
'-Letterar  to  Attieus.*  They  are  the^siticerefet  ind  most  unresorved  feelf- 
revelations  which  one  mati  eveir'tnade  to  afrtother.  They ^are  truly,' 
what  Mr.  Munro  'calls  thetn,*  *  soliloquies'  by  an  impassioned'  toatiiw 
of  more  thau- Italian:  fervoilr  of  temj^erament.'  If  they  supply 
chief  evidence  on  which  those  wh<>' dislike  hi»  <^hai;aeter  have  eon-5 
demned  Mm^  to' other4,*ln  's^te  'of  this  plcituTe  they  offcen  givfe  of 
vanity^  arid  weakness,  sotnetimes  insinc^ty  'dnd  bi(itter)aiiim(»ity,^ 
they  still  seem  to  'aflPord  the-  best  justification'  fehr  cherishing  to 
ilriemory  with  affecti^.  *  ,  •  '     '  it'  '  ;  v 

•Mr.  Froude-^M^ife,  by  the  tdling'^use  be' dft^n  mafces  of  these 
letters  in-  his  6wn  iiferratiTe,'h<^  'shdwS  ^  true  appteciatioa' of  theii) 
historical  aiid  litewtry  value,  scai*e6ly  "itoee  'jiistiee  to'  ttes  »cd]idi^ 
tions  under  which^  they  ware^^ivritten.'^  In  refei^nce  to  the^  reteition 
of  Atticius  to  Cicei^o  he  writes t^*  * His^  acquaintance'  with  Ciceard 
rested  oh  similarity  of  temperam^ttt,  with  a- solid  financial  ijaa^ 
at  the  bottom'  of  it.  They  "v^rere  mutually  iuseful  td  one  anothBt-.^ 
It  is  quite  true  that  Atticus  ^i8ted'(5i^W,ia«^he assisted  Horte^^ 
in  the  management  of  his  business^  and  thai  feom  hfc^olm  abundant 
means  he  afforded  ^hiln,  as-  K^f-'did  oth^t^  friend^>  libeiiail  ai^stance  itt 
his  difficulties;  a-Ad  that  €i<;erd,  from  his  inflttifttice'  in  the  Senate^^ 
was  able  td  render  Attieus  flbcbie  service  in  his^flnanciid  op^tionsr^ 
But  it  would  be  as  appropriate  to  speak  ^of  Ciceib's  ^MisundeimtsaidMg^ 
with  Clodius  or  Antony,  as  6f  his  *  kcquaintancie '  with  Atticus.  The 
word  '  friendship  '  4s  too  Weak  to  eicpress'  thfeiir  life^long  iutimacyy 
based  on  the  close  association  'of  their  early  i^tudwt  ^days^  an* 
strengthened  by  femily  ties,  by  thfe  «rympathettoieifjoymetit  of  all  inteW 
lebtual  and  humane  pleasures,  and  by  thoifoii^  liatttual'  coiafldence  and 
esteem.  So  far  a^  we  can  judge  fit)m  the  evidence  afforded  by  Cidero^ 
letters  and  from  his*  •  biography  by  his  friend  and  '  cmitcmporary,^ 
Cornelius  Nepos,  we  should  say  that  his  tettipemrdent  was  as"  imlike 
that  of  Oicero  as  the  temp€*anient  of  Horatio  ' was' malike' that  of 
Hamlet.  Atticus  satisfied  in  Gi<5ero  the  need  which  his  nattu«  fdt  of  au* 
*  alter  ego,'-^f  a  leceiitive,  as  his  oivn  Was  of  an  ehergetic,  disposition,-^* 
an  admirer,  an  adviser,  a  corifessor;  one  to  sym^thise  With  all  hia 
triumphs, 'disappwntmerits,'  hopeff  and  '  fea^s;  a  congenial  corr«spoBK 
dent,  who  called  much  foir  what  intferetetied  hiBfri^&hd  willibufeetpBOtifi^ 
his^'friend  ta  care^imrch  fo#  wftat  iriterest^  hljiiself ;  ctti^  eippreeiatiw 


'  CrxHcUiM  and  ElucidatioM  of  CatuUtu, 
»  Page  128,  note. 
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-critic,  to  whom  he  could  repeat  his  good  sayings  and  communicate 
his  literary  projects,  and  to  whose  judgment  he  could  submit  liis 
finished  works  before  they  were  given  to  the  public ;  one,  in  short,  to 
use  the  old  words  of  Ennins,  *  with  whom  he  could  frankly  speak  hi9 
nrind  on  matters  grave  or  trifling,  with  whom-  he  could  joke  freely, 
to  whom' he  eould  tmburden  himself  of  all  he  had  to  say,  good  or  evU, 
and  safely  "epaflde  in  if  he  needed^at  all  to  do  so.'*  The  nnreasonablet 
complaints  in  which  GitJero -often  indulges,  the  exacting  demand* 
whidt  he  makes  on  his  Me^'ff  sympathy,  give  the  -strongest  assurance 
«f  his  unbounded  trust- in  biuf^':  ^nd  the  itopertiurbable  temper  and 
patience  vrith  which  Atil^us^  bears  the  vai?yiHg  humoui^sofi  Gicero  can 
only  be  explained,  or  even*  justified^  by  a  genuine  admiration,  and  the 
knowledge  which  he  had  of  the  r^l  goodness  of  heart  which  lay 
bttieath  the  superficial  ^bultitions  ^  a  too-  emotional  ^^perament, 

Nano  -of  the^ktteFS  toCieero'fi  othei^  -feerrespoftdents  aiford  such -a- 
^sertiain  index  of  the-  state  of  mind  and  feeling  tinder  which  they  we!?e 
TOtfen*  Even  witlv  his  brother*  he  is  not  sa  mu<A  at  his  ease.  He  is 
either  in  theattitode'  of  'a  ^iVCtentor  towards  hiin,  or  hd  seems  afraid  i>t 
offending  him.*-  But  still'tbe^  Epistofeead  Familiares '  add  much  to  ouf 
knowledge  of  Oicero/as  a  pubKc'man,  and  as  a  man  of 'th^  world  and 
of  sooiety.  They  make  us  acquainted  also  with  many  int^esting,  and 
some  estimable  persons,*  who  figured  in  the  public,  social,  and  lite- 
laiylife  of  the  time.'  The  impression  produced  by  the  letters  of 
Cicero's  eoirespondents  is  that  of  an  active^  cultivated,  thofoughly 
civilised,  and  tolerant  society.  The  doubt  is  borne  in  upon  us,  as  we 
read  them,  whether,- after  all,  it  may  not  have  been  ta  the  insoluble 
itoture  of  thie  social  and  poHtical  problems  bequeathed  by  ^  former 
gwierations,  and  to  the  general  confusion  of  the  world,  rather  than  to 
any  deep-seated  personal  immorality  and  intellectual  decay,  or  to^ 
Hhe  innumerable  yillanies  of  the  aristocracy/  that  the  troubles  of  the 
time  should  be  ascribed.  ' 

'The  speeches  of  'Cicero  afford  important  evidence,  and  were 
ftemselves  important  factors'  in  the  history  of  the  times.  Buty 
Wore  -weighing  the'  value  of  their  evidence  in  any  cases,  we 
tQusfc  -take  into  account  the  whole  conditions  of  public  q>eaking^ 
political  and  forensicj  in  ancient  times.  The  judices  in  the  law 
courts,  the  crowds  ^o  attended  the  public  meetings,  the  mass  of 
senators  who  listened  to  the  debates  and  gave  their  votes  in  the 
Oaria,^  were  much  more  easily  acted  on  through  their  feelings  than 
similar  bodies  in  the  present  day.  If  the  orator  produced  immediate 
persuasipn  his  object  was  gained.  It  was  not  thought  in  any  way 
discreditable  that  his  speech  did  not  express  his  real  convi^ions  or 
ife  r^l  impression  of  the  facts.  Students  o^  those  times,  who  can 
«jarcefy  avoid 'ftMrming  a  personal  liking  or  dislike  foir  the  actors 
^gaged  in-  them,  and  feeling  a  strong  sympathy  with  ttie  causd 

J         '   ^  r^.  r-,  .  ; 

*  Cui  res  andacter  magnae  parvasque'iocuxnque 
Eloqaeretnr,  cuncta  simiil  malaque  et  bona  dictu 
v      'KVomcret,  si  '^qui  venet,.tutoqiie  Itfcaret.        "  ' 
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either  of  the  old  republic  or  the  new  monarchy,  have  to  be  on  their 
guard  against  the  temptation  to  accept  Cicero  as  an  unimpeachable 
witness  when  he  is  on  their  side,  and  to  set  him  aside  as  rhetorical 
or  calumnious  when  he  tells  against  their  views. 

It  is  one  of  Mr.  Froude's  great  merits  that  he  not  only,  as  every 
historian  must,  uses  these  materials  as  his  best  evidence,  but  that^ 
so  often  as  the  subject  admits  of  it,  he  tells  his  story  directly  as 
it  is  told  in  them.  And  it  is  no  small  triumph  of  his  genius  that  the 
narrative  of  Csesar  does  not  seem  to  lose  in  clear  and  rapid  movement, 
nor  the  letters  and  speeches  of  Cicero  in  life  and  passionate  intensity^ 
when  they  are  reproduced  in  his  nervous  English. 

The  interest  which  all  the  period  embraced  in  Mr.  Froude's 
volume,  and  especially  its  final  crisis,  has  for  the  modem  world,  is 
shown  by  the  number  and  eminence  of  the  writers  who  have  treated 
of  it  recently — such  as  Drumann  and  Mommsen,  in  Grermany;  the 
late  Emperor  and  M.  Victor  Duruy,  in  France ;  Dean  Merivale  and 
Mr.  Long,  in  England.  And  while  difiering  much  from  one  another 
in  other  matters,  these  writers  are  substantially  agreed  on  the  verdict 
to  be  pronoimced  on  the  Senatorial  government,  and  on  the  necessity 
and  beneficence  of  the  work  accomplished  by  Csesar.  Mr.  Froude 
does  not  come  forward  to  reverse,  but  to  add  emphasis  to  this  judg- 
ment. Nor  does  he  profess  to  enter  on  any  difficult  investigations  as 
to  disputed  questions  of  fact.  With  whatever  other  objects  the  work 
was  undertaken,  it  was  not  intended  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of 
scientific  specialists.  The  work  claims  to  be  judged  not  so  much  as 
one  of  historical  criticism,  as  of  literary  art  and  genius.  And  from 
this  point  of  view  it  can  hardly  be  too  highly  praised.  For  the  great 
mass  of  readers  Mr.  Froude  makes  the  general  movement  of  the  time 
of  which  he  treats — the  questions  agitating,  and  the  passions  dis- 
tracting parties,  which  passed  away  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago^ 
but  which  have  reappeared  under  many  forms  and  in  various  coun- 
tries, in  modem  times— the  turbulent  action  of  the  forum  and  the 
senate-house — the  great  wars  which  secured  the  permanence  of  the 
Empire — the  great  and  critical  battles  of  the  civil  wars — the  actual 
men  who  were  bom  into  these  troubled  times,  who  spoke  in  public 
and  intrigued  in  private,  who  contended  in  the  strife  of  politics  and 
fought  in  battle  against  one  another — come  back  to  life  with  extra- 
ordinary vividness  and  realism.  Whether  his  representation  is  alto- 
gether in  accordance  with  the  evidence  we  have,  is  another  matter^ 
There  is  no  question  as  to  the  power  of  imagination  with  which  it  is 
conceived  and  executed.  He  has  that  command  over  the  whole  idea 
of  his  action,  that  skill  in  subordinating  details  to  general  effect^ 
that  penetrating  intuition  into  his  characters,  that  power  of  moving 
his  readers  by  scenes  of  stirring  action,  shifting  rapidly,  but  always 
clearly  and  consecutively,  from  the  streets  of  Rome  to  distant  encamp- 
ments and  battlefields,  which  constitute  the  art  and  genius  of  a  great 
dramatist.  There  is  no  work  of  recent  times  in  which  so  large  a  mass  of 
materials  is  treated  with  such  clearness,  rapidity,  and  unity  of  jnove- 
ment,  and  such  unflagging  animation  of  style. 
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To  readers  to  whom  the  subject  is  new  this  work  will  come  with 
all  the  freshness  and  fascination  of  a  powerful  romance.  To  those 
familiar  with  other  representations  of  the  time,  and  with  the  original 
authorities  on  which  they  are  based,  it  will  bring  a  powerful  stimu- 
lus, sometimes  of  sympathetic,  sometimes  of  antagonistic  feeling. 
Whether  they  agree  with  Mr.  Froude  or  not,  they  feel  that  the  actors 
in  the  drama  are  more  real  and  living  to  them  than  before,  that  the 
issues  involved  in  the  contest  have  a  more  vital  meaning  for  them.  If 
they  do  not  accept  Mr.  Froude's  version  of  the  ^  Fall  of  the  Boman  Re- 
public' as  an  altogether  adequate  historical  view  of  fiicts  and  causes, 
they  will  continue  to  value  it  as  they  would  a  powerful  speech 
arraigning  the  whole  conduct  of  the  Senatorial  government,  vin- 
dicating the  popular  leaders,  and  holding  up  to  the  admiration  of  the 
world  the  genius,  character,  and  actions  of  Caesar.  As  in  the  concep- 
tion of  his  work,  and  his  representation  of  character  and  action,  Mr. 
Froude  shows  the  art  and  genius  of  a  great  dramatist ;  so  in  his  style, 
rapid  and  energetic,  vivified  with  imagination,  glowing  with  moral 
passion,  or  terse  with  concentrated  sarcasm,  he  proves  himself  to  be 
gifted  with  the  oratorical  powers  of  a  great  advocate. 

The  work  is  all  so  animated  that  it  does  not  lend  itself  easily  to 
quotation.  There  is  no  level  narrative  giving  place  to  passages  of 
studied  ornament.  The  whole  work  seems  written  under  one  sus- 
tained impulse,  and  should  be  read  with  sustained  attention.  If  one 
were  to  select  a  few  out  of  many  specimens  of  imaginative  power, 
vivid  narrative,  or  eloquent  comment,  one  might  point  to  the 
account '  of  the  invasion  of  the  Cimbri  and  Teutones,  sweeping  over 
Gaul  and  the  north  of  Italy  ^  with  the  unguided  movements  of  some 
wild  force  of  nature,'  till  they  are  met  and  broken  by  Marius ;  to  the 
reflections^  on  the  proscription  of  Sulla;  to  the  account^  of  the 
widespread  organisation  and  far-reaching  audacity  of  the  pirates, 
'  flaunting  their  sails  in  front  of  Ostia  itself,  landing  in  their  boats 
at  the  villas  on  the  Italian  coast,  carrying  off  lords  and  ladies, 
and  holding  them  to  ransom  ;*  to  the  dramatic  scene  in  the  Forum* 
when  Csesar  reads  his  law  and  Bibulus  withdraws  to  save  the 
constitution  by  watching  the  heavens ;  to  the  description  ^  of  the 
hurry  and  alarm  at  Rome  when  the  report  reached  it  that 
Caesar  had  crossed  the  Eubicon,  and  of  the  helpless  dismay^^  of  the 
defenders  of  Italy  as  'steadily  and  swiftly  in  gathering  volume 
the  army  of  the  north  came  on  to  that  of  the  flight  and  death  of 
Pompey,**  '  flung  as  a  waif  on  the  shore  of  a  foreign  land or,  again, 
to  that  of  the  last  fierce  fight  at  Munda,  when  Hhe  two  armies 
fought  hand  to  hand  with  their  short  swords,  with  set  teeth  and 
prised  lips,  opened  only  with  a  sharp  cry  as  an  enemy  fell  dead.'** 
The  rapidity  and  energy  with  which  the  whole  narrative  of  Caesar's 
wars  is  told,  is  in  harmony  with  the  rapidity  and  energy  with  which 
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they  were  fought.  The  thrill  of  pain  with  which  the  armies  must 
have  heard  of  the  destruction  of  Sabinus,  and  of  enthusiasm  with 
which  they  took  part  in  the  relief  of  Q.  Cicero,  or  in  tlie  operations 
before  Alesia,  communicates  itself  to  the  narrative.  It  is  for  experts 
to  decide  how  far  these  operations  are  described  with  accuracy,  or 
how  far  Mr.  Froude  is  right  in  adopting,  as  lie  seems  to  do  in  regard 
to  disputed  localities,  the  results  of  the  careful  investigations  con* 
ducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  French  Emperor,  in  preference  to 
tiiose  at  which  Mr.  Long  has  independently  arrived.  But  the  read^, 
who  is  quite  ignorant  of  tactics,  or  engineering,  or  topography,  derives 
from  Mr.  Froude's  close  adherence  to  his  original  a  clearer  concep- 
tion of  what  war  is  like  than  he  does  from  most  military  narratives. 

Another  great  excellence  of  Mr.  Froude  as  a  dramatic  historian 
is  his  power  of  hitting  oflf  a  character  with  a  few  masterly  strokes. 
Nothing  can  be  finer  (or  indeed  truer,  if  we  supplement  the  picture, 
as  Mr.  Froude  probably  intends  us  to  do,  by  the  remembrance  that 
the  person  described  was  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most  ruthless 
and  imscrupulous  tyrants  who  ever  lived)  than  the  half-serious, 
half-ironical  vindication  of  the  chara^jter  of  Sulla^ : — 

He  was  a  person  of  singular  character,  and  not- without  many  qualities 
which  were  reklly  admirable.  He  was  free  from  any  toudi  of  chaiiatamy. 
He  was<  true,  simple,  and  tma£Eected,  and  even  withotit  ambition  in  the 
mean  and  personal  semse.  His  faulty  which  he  wouM  have  denied  to  be  a 
fault,  was  that  he  had  a  patiidan  disdain  pf  mobs  and  suffis^es  and  the 
cant  of  populaa*  liberty.       .    *  . 

We  have  several  sketches  of  Gato,'*  one  as  *  a  virtuous  fanatic,  narrow, 
pas)sionate,  with  a  vein  of  vanity,  regarding  all  ways  as  wrong  but 
his  own,  and  thinking  all  irien'who  would  not  wallk  as  he  prescribed 
wicked  as  well  as  mistaken  f  another  and  grimmiei^  onfe,  in  these 
words :  ^  He  was  an  aristocmtic  pedant,  to  Whomi  the  living  forces  of 
humanity  Iseenied  bitt  irrationfil  impulses,  of  which  he,  and  Such  as  he, 
were  the  appointed  schoolmasters.'*^  Clodius  tas  tlie  honour  of  several 
portraits.  In  one  place  he  is  described  as  ^  a  second  aiid  abler  Catiline.* 
When  we  think  of  his  high  birth,  his  beauty,  his  popularity,  Bis 
power  of  speaking,  his  personal  and  political  profligacy,  we  should 
rather  think  of  him  as  a  tenth-inte  Alcibiades,  without  his  capacity 
for  war,  or  his  imperial  imagination  and  ambition,  than  as  resem- 
bling the  common  type  of  the  Italian  conspirator.  But  no  elaborate 
portrait  enables  us  to  realise  the  whole  character,  power,  and 
fascination  of  the  creature,  so  well  as  the  single  sentence*®  (in 
reference  to  Cicero's  laughing  at  him  and  jesting  with  him  in 
private),  *  Cicero  did  not  understand  with  how  venomous  a  snake  he 
was  playing.'  So,  too,  the  opposite,  but  not  more  estimable  cha- 
racter, and  the  ultimate  fate  of  his  enemy  and  slayer,  Milo,  imprint 
themselves  in  the  memory  by  means  of  this  terse  sentence:*^  'The 
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consul  expectant  was  found  guilty  and  banished,  to  return  a  few 
years  after  like  a  huilgry  wolf  in  the  civil  war,  and  to  perish  as  he 
deserved.'  The  stupid,  obstinate,  ineflfectual  conscientiousness  of  one- 
type  of  conservatism^^  is  embodied  in  the  person  of  Bibulus :  'The 
fool  of  the  iaristocracy,  the  butt  of  Cic^o,  who  had  failed  in  every- 
thing whieh  he  bad  imdertaken^  and  had  been  thanked  by  Cato  for  his 
ill  successes  of  whom  tWe  read,  at  last,  *  Bibulus  held  oix  obstinately 
till  he  died  of  exposure  to  wet  axnl^  cold,  so  coding  his  useless  life.' 
The  six^e  glimpse  we  get  of  the  successor  who  was  destined  to  fulfil 
ti»  vork  b^gua  by  Ctesaar,  tells  us  the*  trae  secret  of  the  man,  then 
ioaicely  more  ihm-  a  boy :  >  Oetavius,  finding  Antony  hostile,  or  at 
least  indiflferent  to  his  daims,  played  with  the  Senate  with  cool 
laresighttill  be  felt  the  ground  fii^  under  his  feet.'  Those  who* 
are  nob  prepared  to  abandoo  Cicero  altogether  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  Druinann,  Mwrnnsen^  and  -  Mr.  I^ong,  will  not  greatly  quarrel 
<with  one  sentence,  in  whicb  Mr.t  Froude-  smns  .up  his.  idea  of  his 
;  character  :^  '  Sof  endfed  Cieero,^  a  tragic  ^  combination  of  magni- 
ficent talents,  high  aspiration^,  and  true  desire  ta  do  right,  with  an 
infirmity  of  purpose'  and  a  ktent  insincerity  .of  character  which 
neutralised,  and  could  almost  make  us  f9iirgeit,  his.  nobler  qualities/ 
Bat  they  will  object  that  Mr.  J>9iide  ijimwjf  has  too  often 
iagotten .  the  -quidifiyijig  f  almost  ^  of  that  sentence. '  Only  in  one 
or  two  cases  will  the  judgment  of  Mr*  Froude  be  deemed  tg©  lenient. 
Some  may  think  that  be  deals  too  gently  with  the^  savagery  of  Marius, 
and  the  merely  persontal  aims  of  Ids  political  career.  He-  entertains 
a  kindlier  feeling  for:  Praipey  than  for  others  >yho  we^re  as  able  and 
eBtimahtoy^aid  not  mojoe  imistaken  in  IJie  oourst?  they  followed— such 
as  Oiceh)  and. Lucvdlus.  He  says  of  him,^^  not  unfairly,  'fie  was 
a  weak,  good  man,  whom  accident  had  thrust  into  ^  place  to  which 
he.  was  unequal;.. and  ignorant  o(  himself,  and  unwillii^g  to  part 
irith  his  isnaginary  greatness,  he  was  Aujxg  down  with  careless  cruelty 
%  the  forces  wibicb  . were  dividing  jbhcworld.'^'^  H.e  was  a  *good '  man 
in  the  sense  of  bei^g  exempt  &om  the  personal  vices  compaon  in  that 
day.  OioeBo'ii  words  written  to  Attiqu^  shortly  after  his  djeath^  when 
these  Qould  bave  been  no  posfsible:  motive  for  insincerity,  afford 
perfectly,  eonvincing  proof  of  this — ^  Non  possiim  eius  casum  non 
delere ; .  hominem  enim  integruixi  et  c^tum  et  gray  em  cognoyi.' 
Bui  perhaps,  a  barahar  word  ^lan  ^weak'  might  be  applied  to  all  his 
later  relations  with  Csesaiv  Cicero,  under  the  influence  of  the  kind 
o£  pique  /which  quickened  his  insight  into  character,  had  once 
before  said  of  him^  /He  has  no  .  true  courtesy?  straightforwardness, 
high  political  principle,  honour,  resolution,  generosity  of  senti- 
ment.'^. Such  pungent  criticisms  of  bis  contemporaries  are  not 
^common .  in  Cicero's  confidenoes  .to.  Atticus.    They  have  to  be 
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qualified  by  diflferent  judgments  which  he  expresses  of  the  same 
persons  when  he  is  better  satisfied  with  his  relations  to  them.  But 
they  never  are  altogether  unmeaning.  They  point  to  real  weaknesses 
and  faults  of  character.  It  is  noticeable  that  the  only  one  of  his 
eminent  contemporaries  in  regard  to  whom  this  searching  criticism 
-foils  him  is  Csesar.  He  calls  him,  indeed,  <  amens '  and  ^  perditus,' 
and  uses  other  strong  language  about  his  policy.  But  he  never 
lays  his  finger  on  any  specific  flaw.  Csesar's  nature,  perhaps  because 
it  was  a  perfectly  ^  open  secret,'  was  a  mystery  to  him : — '  hoc  ripat^ 
horribili  est  vigilantia,  celeritate,  diligentia '  are  the  words  of  un- 
willing admiration  extorted  from  him.  He  was  awed  by  him, 
attracted  towards  him  by  a  fascination  unfortunately  more  akin  to 
hatred  than  admiration.  But  towards  Pompey  he  had  no  such  feel- 
ing. He  judged  him  from  intimate  knowledge  and  from  a  position 
of  intellectual  superiority,  and^  though  he  liked  him  and  was  flattered 
bv  his  intimacy,  he  never  trusted  him.  And  Pompey's  conduct  to 
Csesar  justifies  the  want  of  confidence  felt  by  other  men,  such  as 
Orassus  and  Lucullus.  He  wanted  staunchness,  openness,  and 
generosity  of  nature,  qualities  which  usually  go  together.  Whatever 
verdict  may  be  passed  on  Caesar's  quarrel  with  the  Bepublic,  in  his 
personal  quarrel  with  Pompey  he  was  not  to  blame.  As  long  as  it 
was  possible  he  was  an  open  and  generous  friend  to  him,  and  ever 
afterwards  an  open  and  generous  enemy. 

It  would  be  easy  to  occupy  our  whole  space  with  specimens  of  the 
powerftd  interest  and  stimulus  afforded  by  Mr.  Fronde's  treatment 
of  his  subject.  But  every  reader — and  most  of  those  who  care 
for  any  reading  at  all,  are  likely  to  read  this  volume— can  have 
no  difficulty  in  finding  this  powerful  attraction  for  themselves.  It 
remains  to  ask  how  far  does  he  satisfy  other  requirements  besides 
those  of  literary  pleasure.  And  to  this  question  a  more  qualified 
answer  must  be  given.  It  is  no  disparagement  to  one  who  has 
devoted  so  many  years  of  his  life,  with  so  much  industry  and  dis- 
tinction, to  other  provinces  of  historical  study,  that  he  has  not  the 
exhaustive  acquaintance  with  all  that  has  been  known  or  can  be 
known  (and,  indeed,  with  a  good  deal  more  even  than  that)  of  Italian 
antiquity  which  Mommsen  possesses — or  the  scrupulous  exactness  as 
to  details  and  accuracy  of  scholarship  of  Mr.  Long — or  the  intimate 
•familiarity  with  all  the  ordinary  conditions  of  Roman  life  which  long 
study  of  their  subject  has  given  to  Dean  Merivale  and  M.  Victor 
Duruy.  The  purpose  of  Mr.  Froude  is  to  write  a  biography  of  Julius 
Caesar,  not  a  critical  history  of  the  last  phase  of  the  Soman  Bepublic ; 
and  it  would  be,  perhaps,  unreasonable  to  apply  to  what  he  calls  '  a 
sketch '  of  an  individual  the  standard  of  criticism  applicable  to  a 
professed  history  of  the  times.  A  certain  latitude  is  allowed  to 
biographers,  whose  partiality  for  their  heroes,  and  occasional  injustice 
to  those  who  serve  as  foils  to  them,  the  reader  may  be  supposed  to 
^rrect  for  himself  by  comparing  the  view  of  the  biographer  with  that 
of  the  more  judicial  historian.    It  is  necessary,  however,  to  indicate 
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certain  defects  in  truth  of  colouring,  in  accuracy  of  statement,  in 
judgment  of  character,  which  seem  to  arise  from  an  excessive  ten- 
dency to  realise  the  subject,  from  mere  oversight,  or  from  the  bias 
whidi  Mr.  Froude  feels,  for  or  against,  parties  and  individuals. 

The  first  matter  of  objection,  though  superficial,  is  yet  a  stum- 
bling block  to  many  of  Mr.  Froude's  readers.    It  arises  from  his 
tendency  to  modernise  his  subject.    Thus,  for  instance,  while  the 
names  *  Catiline'  and  ^Pompey'  are  perfectly  appropriate  in  an 
English  writer,  such  hybrids  between  ancient  and  modem  nomen- 
clature as  Lucius  Sergius  Catiline,  Grnseus  Pompey,  sound  as  incon- 
gruous as  Publius  Virgil  Maro  or  Quintus  Horace  Flaccus  would  do ; 
and  that  is  enough  to  condenm  them.    Even  the  ^  Tite  Live,'  which 
denotes  the  afiectionate  appropriation  by  France  of  the  great  Boman 
hi8torian,is  comparatively  justified  by  the  consistency  of  its  modernism. 
The  form  *  Sylla,'  again,  has  long  since  been  disused  by  all  English  and 
Geraian  writers;  and  it  jars  with  the  associations  stirred  by  the  name  L. 
Cornelius  Sulla,  to  find  the  cognomen  toned  down  by  the  substitution  of 
the  weak  Greek  y  for  the  strong  Eoman  n.    In  the  haphazard  way  in 
which  Mr.  Froude  sometimes  uses  proper  names,  he  seems  to  forget 
the  paramount  importance  of  the  gmiile  organisation  in  Eoman  and 
Italian  life.    Thus,  when  he  writes :  '  His  father  had  been  a  client 
of  the  Metelli;  and  Caecilius  Metellus,  who  must  have  known 
Marius  by  reputation,'    &c.,  the  obvious  inference  of  a  reader  im- 
familiar  with  Roman  life  would  be  that  the  person  here  spoken  of  is 
distinguished  from  the  other  members  of  the  family  of  *  Metelli'  by  the 
name  *  Csecilius.'   Suppose  for  the  *  Metelli '  we  substitute  '  Scipios,' 
the  oddness  of  a  sentence  beginning,  *  His  father  had  been  a  client  of  the 
"Scipios,"  and  Cornelius  Scipio,  who  must  have  known,'  &c.,  will  be 
at  once  apparent.    A  similar  confusion  of  view  is  apt  to  arise  from  his 
tise,  in  a  modem  sense,  of  such  words  as  *  patrician,'  *  commoner,' 
^  noble  lords,'  &c.    The  word  patrician  has,  of  course,  a  very  definite 
sense  as  applied  to  a  Boman  family.    But  to  speak  of  members  of  the 
jJebeian  nobility  as  *  conmioners '  would  be  analogous  to  applying  the 
word  to  all  English  peers  whose  creation  dated  from  after  the 
Bevolution.    HiS  Mr.  Froude  kept  constantly  before  his  mind  all 
that  was  involved  in  the  distinction  between  *  patrician '  and  ^  plebeian,' 
*  noble'  and  *  commoner,'  as  understood  by  the  Bomans  in  the 
time  of  Caesar,  he  would  not,  on  the  one  hand,  have  spoken  of  the 
transference  of  Clodius  into  a  plebeian  house  as  a  *  descent  among  the 
cavmlle^*  nor  would  he  have  noticed  the  fact  that  Csesar— a  member 
of  a  pure  pa;trician  house — had  never  *  aspired  to  the  tribunate ' 
as  a  proof  *  that  he  had  not  thrown  himself  into  p  olitics  with  any 
ahsorbing  passion.'  ^   When  we  read,  ^  Metellus  went  on,  speaking 
from  memory :  Cato's  friends  shut  his  mouth  by  force.   The  patricians 
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present  drew  their  Bwords,*^  &c.,  we  jask  who  are  meant  by  the 
'  patricians'  ?  If  such  men  as  Cato,  and  other  representatives  of  the 
plebeian  nobility  are  intended,  why  then  is  Luciilus  spoken  of  as  a 
commoner?  Again,  we  read,  'Two  patricians,  Lentulus  and  C.  Mar- 
cellus,  were  declared  chosen.'  ^  It  woiJd  be  quite  right  to  have  written, 
'  two  aristocrats,*  or  '  two  representatives  of  the  highest  nobility ; ' 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Marcelli  were  the  one  branch  of  the 
Claudian  house  who  were  of  plebeian  extraction.  Was  not  the  old 
law  still  in  force  which  required  that  one  of  the  consuls  must  be  a 
plebeian  ?  It  is  noticeable  that  members  of  some  of  the  old  patrician 
houses,  such  as  the  Claudii,  Comelii,  or  Julii,  were  more  often  popular 
in  their  sympathies  than  those  of  the  great  plebeian  femilies.  This 
lax  use  both  of  names  and  of  words,  denoting  various  degrees  of  social 
and  political  distinction,  is  really  rather  a  serious  fault,  as  it  affects 
our  sense  of  the  relation  between  the  particular  period  traversed  by 
Mr.  Froude  and  whole  of  Eoman  history. 

A  similar  disturbance  of  our  associations  is  caused  by  Mr. 
Fronde's  almost  invariable  use  of  the  modern  geographical  names 
of  towns  and  countries.  This  is  quite  legitimate  in  regard  to  the 
great  permanent  features  of  the  earth,  such  as  large  rivers  and 
moimtain-chains.  It  would  be  the  silliest  pedantry  to  write  of  the 
Ehodanus  or  Hons  Vogesus,  instead  of  the  Ehone  and  the  Vosges. 
But  when  whole  districts  have  changed  their  names  owing  to  great 
changes  in  their  inhabitants,  it  jars  upon  the  reader  to  find  words 
which  did  not  come  into  use  for  many  centuries  afterwards  used 
of  the  countries  and  peoples  which  had  famous  names  of  their  own 
before  the  time  of  the  Germanic  migrations.  The  merest  modem 
reader  can  very  easily  be  made  to  understand  what  Cisalpine  or  Trans- 
padane  Graul  was.  The  very  use  of  the  name  ought  to  stamp  on 
his  mind  the  condition  of  the  north  of  Italy  during  a  long  period 
of  its  history.  The  substitution  of  the  word  Lombardy  for  it  is  a 
shock  to  our  sense  of  historic  continuity.  Mr.  Froude's  readers 
experience  moreover  a  serious  inconvenience,  in  following  the  cam- 
paigns of  Caesar,  from  the  fact  that  in  his  narrative  places  are  spoken 
of  by  their  modern  names — sometimes  perhaps  arbitrarily — and  in  his 
map  they  are  marked  by  their  ancient  names.  The  course  most  con- 
venient for  the  purposes  both  of  clearness  and  consistency,  is  probably 
that  adopted  by  many  historians — to  give  the  ancient  name,  and  to 
add  the  modem  name  in  parenthesis.  If  Mr.  Froude  would  consistently 
■carry  out  his  modern  nomenclature,  much  might  be  said  in  its 
favour.  But  surely  such  a  mosaic  as  that  contained  in  the  following 
sentence  (which  several  critics  have  noticed)  must  make  him 
hesitate  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  excessive  modernism  ;  *  Ariovistus, 
a  Bavarian  prince,  who  spoke  Graelic  like  a  native,  and  had  probably 
long  meditated  conquest,  came  over  into  Franche  Comtl  at  the 
invitation  of  the  Sequani,  bringing  his  people  with  him.' 
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1%ere  is  a  considerable  number  of  unimportant  ovenig;lrtB 
fletttered  over  Mr.  Fronde'iB  pages  which  do  not  affect  the  general 
troth  of  bis  views,  but  which  ought  to  be  corrected  in  a  future 
edition.** 

Bat  besides  Uiese  there  are  others  which  appear  to  us  to  call  for 
correction  or  modification,  in  justice  to  men  who,  though  the 
inferiors  of  Csesar  in  moral  and  intellectual  greatness,  may  still 
inspire  affection  and  admiration.  Thus  we  read  of  Tiberius  Gracchus : 
*Ten  years  lat^  he  went  to  Spain  as  Quaestor,  where  he  carried  on 
his  &ther^8  popularity,  and  hj  taking  the  people's  side  in  some 
questions  fell  into  disagreement  with  his  brotiier-in-law '  (Scipio 
£milianus).  ^His  political  views  had  perhaps  already  begun  to 
change.  He  was  still  at  an  age  when  indignation  at  oppression  calls 
out  a  practical  desire  to  resist  it.  On  his  journey  home  from  Spain 
he  witnessed  scenes  which  confirmed  his  conviction  and  determined 
him  to  throw  all  his  energies  into  the  popular  cause.' Anyone 
who  compares  this  statement  with  the  account  given  by  Plutarch 
on  which  it  is  founded,  will  see  with  how  great  haste  Mr.  Froude 
has,  in  this  instance,  read,  or  forgotten,  his  authorities.  First,  *  the 
seenes  he  witnessed '  were  on  his  original  journey  to  Spain,  not  on  his 
return  home.  Secondly,  the  disagreement  with  Scipio  ^Sknilianus  did 
not  occur  in  Spain,  whither  Scipio  did  not  go  till  the  year  134  6.0^ 
hut  in  Bome.  Thirdly,  their  disagreement  had  nothing  to  do  with 
*the  people's  side,'  but  arose  out  of  the  capitulation  of  Mancinus 
(iw.  137),  which  had  been  managed  through  Tib.  Q-raochus,  and 
which  both  Senate  and  people  were  united  in  repudiating.  Mr. 
ftoude's  version  of  the  transaction  really  does  injustice  to  Grraochus 
as  wdl  as  to  Scipio.    The  honoiur  of  the  former  appears  more  con- 


•  Thus,  for  instance,  at  page  79,  we  should  read  *  Praetor  and  Quaestor,'  not 
'ftetor  or  Quaestor*'  Again  (page  109),  Oioero  had  shown  his  respect  for  Marius 
loqg  before  the  date  mentioned  by  Mr.  Froude,  by  writing  a  short  epic  upon  him  in 
his  youth.  At  pa^  1 10  we  read  that  <  the  law  courts  were  composed  of  two-thirds 
of  Jcnights,'  &c. ;  it  should  be,  one-third  of  senators,  one- third  of  knights,  one  of 
'tribuni  seiarii,'  men  of  consideration  among  the  commons.  At  page  139,  Mr. 
Fronde  translates  <Nonnulli  equites  Bomani'  (Sail.  C^.  49),  <  some  of  the  young 
lords.'  At  page  140  Tiberius  Nero,  who  took  part  in  the  Catilinarian  debate,  is 
called  'great-grandfather  of  Nero  the  emperor.'  He  was  surely  father  of  the 
l^berius  Hero,  who  was  the  first  husband  of  Li  via,  and  thus  great-grandfather  not  of 
Keto  but  of  Oermanicus,  who  again  was  grandfather  (by  the  mother's  side)  of  Nero. 
At  page  167  Mr.  Froude  has  forgotten  that  by  the  Lex  Sempronia  it  was  necessary 
to  determine  the  provinces  of  the  Consuls  before,  and  not  Immediately  on,  their 
eleetion.  At  page  168  and  in  several  other  places  Mr.  Fronde  renders  <  libertini ' 
'  the  9&Rt  of  freedmen.'  There  is  doubtful  authorKy  for  the  statement  that  the  word 
had  that  meaning  in  early  times ;  but  certainly  it  could  not  have  had  it  in  the  time 
of  (Jaesar.  At  page  249  the  '  Three  Sisters,'  whether  Fates  or  Furies,  is  surely  a 
pomtless  rendering  of  <  tres  soroies.'  If  the  phrase  refers  to  the  three  Lady  Clodias, 
it  is  not  pointless,  and  the  interpretation  is,  unfortunately,  not  to  be  rejected  as 
unworthy  of  Cicero.  At  page  351,  Antony,  Cassius  Longinus,  and  Curio  are  spoken 
of  as  tribunes  at  the  same  time.  The  tribunate  of  Curio  ended  when  that  of  Cassius 
and  Antony  began.  Again,  at  354,  we  find  mention  of '  an  incapable  person  named 
Sestius.'  The  phrase  of  Cicero  clearly  points  to  the  well-known  Sestius,  whom  he 
defended  in  the  speech  *pro  Sestio,'  from  which  Mr.  Froude  largely  quotes. 
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spicuouBly  in  the  &ct  that  he  stood  almost  alone  in  Rome  in  demand- 
ing that  flEdth  should  be  kept  with  the  Numantines,  than  by  the 
gratuitous  supposition  of  his  having  taken  the  people's  side  in  Spain 
in  opposition  to  Scipio— one  of  the  purest,  justest^  most  liberal,  and 
able  among  the  soldiers  and  patriots  whom  Home,  even  in  her  best 
days,  had  produced.  With  his  character  and  services  to  the  Stat« 
Mr.  Froude  expresses  no  sympathy.  He  makes  one  slighting  allusion 
to  his  death — a  murder  as  sad  and  hateful  (whoever  were  its  per- 
petrators) as  that  in  which  the  long  record  of  crime  and  violence 
culminates — in  these  words : — '  Scipio  Africanus,  when  he  heard  in 
Spain  of  the  end  of  his  brother-in-law,  exclaimed,  "  May  all  who  act 
as  he  did  perish  like  him.'  There  were  to  be  victims  enough  and  to 
spare  before  the  bloody  drama  was  played  out.'  Mr.  Froude  says 
in  another  place :  *  The  aristocracy  had  made  the  first  inroad  on  the 
constitution.'  That  is  of  course  the  statement  of  an  inference,  not 
of  a  fact.  It  is  quite  open  to  those  who  read  the  history  of  these  pro- 
ceedings in  Plutarch  and  Appian,  while  paying  the  sincerest  tribute 
of  admiration  to  the  high  and  pure  intentions,  the  courage,  and 
patriotism  of  Tib.  Gracchus,  to  arrive  at  a  quite  different  conclu- 
sion.** They  may  even  venture  to  think  that  it  was  the  premature 
violence  of  the  tribune  which  made  it  impossible  for  Scipio  and  his 
friends  to  carry  measures  of  wise  and  just  reform. 

The  injustice  done  to  Scipio,  whose  fate  is  one  of  the  most  striking 
in  the  series  of  events  with  which  the  revolutionary  crisis  begins,  is 
rather  that  of  omission  than  of  commission.  Towards  another  of  the 
ablest  and  most  accomplished  of  the  aristocracy,  Mr.  Fronde's  feelinj^ 
is  more  unmistakeably  declared.  What  is  the  evidence  on  whidi 
he  writes  of  Lucullus,  *  He  lived  on  the  plunder  of  friend  and  foe  : 
and  the  defeat  of  Mithridates  was  never  more  than  a  second  object  to 
him ' — and  much  more  to  the  same  effect  ?  Again  we  read, 
'LucuUus  had  sacrificed  his  country  to  his  .avarice.'**  And  again, 
laws  *  which  no  future  Verres  or  LucuUus  could  dare  to  defy.'** 
And,  ^Lucullus  could  have  done  it  as  easily  as  his  successor  if 
he  could  have  turned  his  back  upon  temptations  to  increase  his 
own  fortime  or  gratify  his  own  passions.'*^  Mr.  Froude  assumes 
that  in  the  two  passages  which  he  quotes  from  the  ^Pro  Lege 
Manilia,'  Cicero,  'was  transparently  aJluding  to  LucuUus.'  If  80> 
they  are  not  in*  keeping  with  the  respect  which  Cicero  expresses 
for  Lucullus  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  speech,  and  with  what  he  says 
of  him  elsewhere — as,  for  instance,  in  the  '  Pro  Murena '  (a  passage 
which  Mr.  Froude  himself  notices  as  indicative  of  Cicero's  change  of 
attitude  in  politics),  and  in  one  of  his  latest  and  gravest  works,  the  'De 


"  P.  24.  «  P.  46. 

**  The  words  of  Mommsen :  '  As  it  bad  been  a  great  moment  when  the"  first 
breach  in  the  existing  constitution  was  made  by  disregarding  the  reto  of  Octavins  ' 
(voL  iv.  1 10,  English  translation),  express  an  opinion  directly  contrary  to  that  of 
Mr.  Froude. 
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Officiis,'  where  he  asks,  ^  Who  has  imitated  the  virtue  of  that  great 
man  Lueiillus  ?  yet  how  many  have  imitated  the  magnificence  of  his 
villas ! '  ^  But  it  is  ohvious  that  in  both  passages  he  is  contrasting  the 
character  of  Pompey  with  that  of  the  character  of  many  Boman 
generals.    And  the  very  charges  made  in  those  passages,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  continuation  of  the  second,  *  Utrum  plures  arbitramini 
per  hosce  annos  militum  vestrorum  armis  hostimn  urbes,  an 
hibemisy  aodorum  civitates  esse  deletas?'  may  be  shown,  on 
the  evidence  of  Plutarch — ^if  any  weight  is  to  be  attached  to  that— to 
be  peculiarly  inapplicable  to  LucuUus.    The  account  given  by  him 
of  the  whole  conduct  of  Lucullus  at  the  head  of  his  army  and  in  the 
government  of  his  province  might  at  least  have  been  weighed  by  Mr. 
Froude  against  the  assumed  testimony  of  Cicero.    But  even  ad- 
mitting, for  one  moment,  that  the  charges  and  insinuations  of  Cicero 
may  have  been  directed  chiefly  against  Lucullus,  under  what  circum- 
stances were  they  made?  The  speech  'Pro  Lege  Manilla'  was  a  partisan 
speech  delivered  before  the  people  in  support  of  Pompey.  Lucullus 
had  been  superseded.    He  had  failed  in  obtaining  final  success ;  he 
had  become  unpopular  with  the  army  from  the  strictness  of  his  dis- 
cipline, among  other  things,  by  keeping  them  under  tents  instead  of 
qmrtering  them  during  the  tvinter  i/n  the  provincial  dtiee ;  he  had 
excited  the  hatred  of  the  piiblicani  by  restraining  and  pimishing  their 
rapacity ;  he  was  not  supported  by  the  Senate  from  the  jealousy  that 
body  always  felt  of  a  protracted  conmiand.    Bome  was  at  this  time 
ML  of  rumours,  circulated  by  disappointed  officers  and  exasperated 
tax-gatherers  ;  and  if  Cicero  wished  to  disparage  Lucullus,  he  would 
not  have  cared  to  question  their  veracity.    To  take  a  somewhat 
parallel  case,  who  now-a*days  would  form  a  final  judgment  on  Moore 
or  Wellington  from  the  evidence  afforded  by  a  party  speech  delivered, 
or  a  party  review  written,  at  the  time  of  the  retreat  to  Corunna,  or 
after  the  battle  of  Talavera?    If  Lucullus  was  a  Verres,  how  was  it 
that  while  he  had  many  enemies  no  one  ventured  to  prosecute  him  ? 
Mr.  Froude  may  point  to  the  fortune  which  he  amassed,  as  a  proof  of  his 
rapacity.    But  did  Caesar  not  profit  by  the  plunder  gained  in  his 
Spanish  and  Gallic  wars  ?   How  else  did  he  pay  off  his  enormous 
debts,  and  from  what  other  source  was  his  own  subsequent  wealth  and 
that  of  his  friends — 'Labieni  divitiae  et  Mamuriae  et  Balbi  horti 
et  Tusculanum ' — derived  ?   Mr.  Froude  properly  resents  the  theory 
that  Caesar  conquered  Gaul  and  invaded  Britain  merely  to  create 
an  army  with  which  to  overthrow  the  constitution.    Would  he  not 
stai  more  properly  resent  the  charge  that  he  attacked  fresh  tribes 
merely  to  add  to  his  own  share  of  the  booty  ? 

Other  historians  with  the  same  evidence  before  them  have 
formed  an  opinion  the  very  opposite  to  that  of  Mjr.  Froude,  on 


Stndiose  enim  plerique,  prsesertim  in  banc  partem,  facta  principnm  imitantur ; 
ut  L.  LucuUi,  snmxni  viri — virtutem,  qois  ?  At  qxiam  mnlti  YiUamm  magnificentiazn 
imitati  sunt  l—Qf.  i.  39. 
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the  diaiacter  and  conduct  of  the  great  Proconsul.   Dean  M^vale 
is  no  partisan  of  the  Boman  aristocracy ;  from  his  feeling  towards 
Cio^o  he  wonld  naturally  be  inclined  to  attadi  more  weight  to  his 
evidence,  if  he  believed  that  it  really  told  against  Luoullus,  than 
Mr.  Fronde  is  generally  inclined  to  attach  to  it.  Compare  his  version 
of  the  same  fiax5ts  with  that  of  Mr.  Fronde.   Writing  of  the  state  of 
things  existing  before  Lucullus  assumed  commandy  he  says :  ^  All  dis- 
cipline was  lost,  and  soldiers  and  officers  vied  with  one  another  in 
harassing  the  unfortunate  natives.'   (May  it  not  be  to  the  state  of 
things  prior  to  the  advent  of  Lucullus  that  Cicero  really  refers,  as  so 
notorious  ?)    He  goes  on : '  Lucullus  undertook  the  task  of  chastising 
these  excesses,  and  restoring  the  modest  obedience  of  the  B<Mnan 
legionary.    Nor  did  he  show  himself  less  severe^in  placing  restrictions 
upon  the  cupidity  of  the  civil  officials ;  for  the  first  time  perhaps  in 
the  history  of  Roman  adrnvaistrcutixm  were  the  rights  of  the  subjed 
duly  regarded^  a/ad  honour  paidlto  thepri/nciples  of  justice.^  Again, 
^  While  in  military  prowess  Lucullus  may  fsdrly  rank  among  the  best 
of  the  Boman  imperators,  in  equity  and  humanity  he  stands  oon- 
spicuous  above  almost  all.    His  natural  kindness  /of  disposition  was 
not  hardened  by  the  stem  necessities  of  warfare ^  he  goMied  the  deep 
affection  of  the  provindaJs^  but  he  forfeited  the  support  of  his  own 
countrymen ;  and  intrigues  were  speedily  set  on  foot  for  ejecting  him 
from  his  command.'    'The  complaints  of  the  legionaries,  who  were 
weary  of  the  length  of  their  service,  and  of  the  hardships  they  had 
suffered,  as  well  as  those  of  the  officers,  whose  licentiousness  and 
rapacity  were  rebuked  by  his  noble  example,  and  who  ascribed  to 
pnde  the  disgust  with  which  their  bdiaviour  inspired  him,  had 
already  made  themselves  heard  at  Borne,  and  swelled  the  ontcij  of 
dissatis&ction  which  his  civil  administration  had  awak^oed,'  &c. 
*  The  intrigues  against  Lucullus  were  in  the  interest  of  Pompeius.''^ 
Mr.  Proude  may  be  right,  and  Dean  Merivale  may  be  wrong,  in  his 
reading  of  the  evidence ;  but  some  better  reason  than,  a  very  doubtful 
interpretation  of  a  passage  in  a  partisan  speech  of  Cicero  should  Iw^e 
been  given  for  branding  the  name  of  Lucullus  with  the  in£ftmy 
attaching  to  that  of  V^es,  in  contradiction  to  the  judgment  expressed 
by  ao  sotmd  a  scholar  and  so  well-informed  and  careful  an  historian. 
If  it  was  by  'a  languid  talent,'  as  Mr.  Fronde  sa^  that  LncuUus  had 
endeared  himself  to  Sulla,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  energy  in  war 
and  administration  may  be.   M.  Duruy  and  Mommsen  give  the  same 
account  of  the  causes  of  Lucullus'  recall,  speak  in  the  highest  tenns  of 
his  <5apacity,  and  do  not,  by  a  single  word,  give  countenance  to  the 
strong  charges  of  Mr.  Froude.    Mommsen,  certainly  no  fevouraWe 
judge  of  the  aristocracy,  writes :  *  Hardly  any  other  Boman  general 
accomplished  so  much  with  so  trifling  means  as  Lucullus.'  This 
testimony  speaks  of  something  more  thsui  *  a  languid  talent,'  of  some- 
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thing  better  than  a  mere  desire  ^to  increase  his  own  fortune  or 
gratify  his  own  passions.' 

What  again  is  the  evidence  on  which  Mr.  Froude  charges  Atticus 
with  *  being  deeply  engaged  in  slave  dealing '  ?  '  The  great  Pom- 
ponios  Atticus  himself  was  a  dealer  in  human  chattels!'  *  And 
he  warned  his  Mend  Atticus,  who  dealt  extensively  in  such  com- 
modities^ that  the  slaves  from  Britain  would  not  be  found  of 
superior  quality.'**  Cicero  does  not  say,  in  that  passage,  that 
these  slaves  would  'not  be  found  of  superior  quality;'  he  says 
that  he  need  not  expect  to  find  any  accomplished  in  literature 
and  art '  (mtmcia).  It  is  evidently  a  joke,  and  is  explained  by  a 
passage  in  the  life  of  Atticus,  by  Cornelius  Nepos,  whwjh  does  not 
seem  to  confirm  this  charge  of  slave-dealing.  He  says  that  '  in  hia 
household  there  were  the  most  highly  educated  lads,  admirable 
readers,  and  very  many  copyists  of  manuscripts ;  there  being  not  even- 
a  page  who  did  not  possess  both  of  these  accomplishments ;  and  all  the 
other  skilled  workers,  belonging  to  a  cultivated  household,  ware 
especially  good.  And  eoerry  one  of  these  had  been  bom  cmd  bred  in 
his  own  house — a  proof  not  only  of  self-restraint,  but  of  the  great 
pains  he  took  with  them — for  it  implies  self-restraint  not  to  covet 
what  you  see  coveted  by  most,  and  it  implies  no  slight  industry 
to  procure  good  slaves  by  the  pains  you  bestow  on  them  rather  than 
by  purchase.'  (Com.  Nep.  AU.  13.)  It  would  require  strong  posi- 
tive counter-evidence  to  shake  this  testimony  of  a  contemporary  and 
intimate  Mend.  Nepos  mentions  also  that  Atticus  never  took  part 
in  tiie  purchase  of  confiscated  estates  (the  means  by  which  CrassuH 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  colossal  fortune),  which  seems  to  imply 
tiiat  he  waa  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  by  which  money  was  to  be 
made. 

The  slaves  of  Atticus  seem,  indeed,  to  have  been  much  em- 
ployed ill  the  copying  of  manuscripts,  in  what  would  now  be  called 
'  the  puUishing  trade' — ^not  a  very  cruel  or  degrading  business — ^and 
this,  probably,  was  a  legitimate  source  of  profit  to  him.  When  we 
think  of  the  many  conditions  of  men  in  these  troubled  times,  and 
call  to  inind  the  kindly  and  humane  terms  in  which  Cicero  writes  to 
Atticus  about  their  slaves  and  freedmen,  it  would  seem,  among  the 
chances  in  the  lottery  of  life,  ^  non  ultima  sors,'  to  have  been  bom 
and  educated,  to  have  lived  and  worked,  in  the  household  of  Atticus.. 
In  one  place,  indeed,  Cicero  congratulates  his  friend  on  having 
bought  a  first-rate  school  of  gladiators.**  This  evidence  must  be 
weighed  on  the  other  side.    But  it  seems  hardly  enough  to  bear  out 


«•  Mommsen  ranks  the  administration  of  Lucullus  as  on  a  par  with  that  of 
Pompey,  which  Mr.  Froude  regards  as  exceptionally  pure.  He  says :  *  Looking  to 
the  times,  this  does  not  prevent  us  from  characterising  the  administration  of  both 
as  oomparatiTely  commendable,  and  conducted  primarily  in  the  interest  of  Rome, 
secondarily  in  that  of  the  provincials.'— VoL  iv.,  p.  150. 

*»  P.  128.         «  P.  488.         «  P.  272.  JEp.  ad  Att.  iv*  4.  b. 
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the  charge — so  derogatory  to  the  position  and  character  of  Atticus  as 
a  Eoman  gentleman — of  being  deeply  engaged  in  slave-dealing/* 

It  would  take  many  pages  to  discuss  our  diflferences  with  Mr. 
Froude  in  regard  to  his  treatment  of  Cicero.  He  does  not,  indeed, 
like  Mommsen,  assail  him  with  persistent  contumely  and  in  the 
tone  of  an  intellectual  superior.  He  is  never  forgetful  of  a  certain 
kind  of  sympathy  due  to  his  genius.  But  if  it  is  possible  to  take 
two  views  of  his  conduct,  he  certainly  adopts  the  less  lenient.  He 
forgets,  in  reference  to  him,  his  censure  of  those  who  judged  Marios 
harshly;  ^who,  while  they  have  no  better  information  than  others 
as  to  the  actions  of  men,  possess,  or  claim  to  possess,  the  most 
intimate  acquaintance  with  their  motives'^®  What  ground,  for 
instance,  is  there  for  this  insinuation?  ^He  appealed  to  Cicero's 
conscience,  and  Cicero  was  obliged  to  say — '^^  What  reason  is 
there  for  supposing  that  Cicero  had  any  hesitation  in  saying  it  ?  ^  A 
seat  in  the  Senate  had  been  the  supreme  object  of  his  ambition.'^* 
Surely  that  was  a  very  modest  ambition  for  a  man  conscious  of 
Cicero's  powers.  *If  the  bill  was  impracticable  in  its  existing 
form,  it  might  have  been  amended.'  'He  attacked  Rullus  with 
brutal  sarcasm.  He  insulted  his  appearance ;  he  ridiculed  his  dress, 
his  hair,  and  his  beard;  he  mocked  at  his  bad  enunciation  and 
bad  grammar '  All  this  is  said  of  the  speech  in  which  Cicero 
opposes  the  agrarian  law  of  Eullus.  Cicero  says  that  when  he 
heard  that  the  tribunes  were  preparing  a  bill,  he  asked  to  know 
what  it  was,  and  oflFered  to  co-operate  with  them  if  he  found 
it  a  good  one.  They  (probably  very  wisely)  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  him.  Cicero  might  have  proposed  a  counter-law,  but 
he  could  not  propose  an  amendment,  as  if  the  bill  had  been 
passing  through  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Probably 
Cicero  distrusted  the  wisdom  of  moving  any  agrarian  law  at  that 
time.  Probably  in  this  distrust  he  was  mistaken,  just  as  Sir  Eobert 
Peel  and  Lord  John  Russell  were  ,  for  a  long  time  mistaken  in  their 
opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws.  But  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  in  both  cases  the  opposition  was  sincere.  The  raillery  in 
which  BuUus  is  ridiculed  is  perhaps  not  in  good  taste ;  but  if  it  had  been 
used  by  a  Protectionist  candidate  against  a  member  of  '  the  League ' 
in  the  year  1841,  it  would  scarcely  have  been  called  *  brutal 
sarcasm'  by  a  party  newspaper  conamenting  on  the  speech  next 
morning.  Personalities  were  the  recognis^i  weapons  of  ancient 
debate :  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  passages  in  other 
speeches  of  Cicero,  in  comparison  with  which  the  language  applied 
to  Eullus  appears  perfectly  polite.    The  passage  referred  to  by  Mr. 


«  The  feelings  with  which  the  ancients  regarded  slave-dealing,  'mangonici 
quaestus,'  may  be  gathered  from  Plautns— 

Nmic  hie  occepit  qnaestnm  hone  fili  ^tia 
Inhonestom,  maznme  aliennm  ingenio  suo. — Captivi,  9S'9« 
55.         *'P.  150,         «P.  115.         •Pp.  128-9. 
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Froade  may  be  thus  literally  rendered:  ^Already  when  tribune*- 
elect  he  practised  the  assumption  of  a  different  look,  a  different  tone 
of  voice,  a  different  style  of  walk ;  he  wore  a  shabbier  dress ;  his 
personal  apearance  became  rough  and  unkempt ;  he  let  his  hair  and 
beard  grow  longer,  with  the  view  of  imposing  on  all  of  us,  and 
threatening  the  Bepublic  with  the  terrors  of  the  tribunate.'  He 
then  goes  on  in  reference  to  the  first  speech  he  delivered  before  a 
public  meeting.  <It  was  a  long  speech,  written  in  excellent  lan- 
guage* There  was  only  one  fault  in  it,  that  there  was  nobody  in  all 
that  great  crowd  who  understood  what  he  said.  I  don't  know 
whether  this  was  a  subtle  device  of  his,  or  whether  it  was  because 
he  is  partial  to  that  particular  style  of  eloquence.' 

In  reference  to  Caesar's  denial  of  the  future  life,  Mr.  Froude 
writes:  *  Probably  almost  everyone  in  the  Senate  thought  like 
Ceesar  on  this  subject.  Cicero  certcmdy  didJ  The  first  sentence 
seems  a  gratuitous  assumption.  Mr.  Froude  in  a  note  adds: 
'  The  real  opinion  of  educated  Bomans  on  this  subject  was  expressed 
in  tiie  well-known  lines  of  Lucretius.'  If  Lucretius  was  merely 
expressing  the  common  belief  of  educated  men,  the  terrible  earnest- 
ness of  his  protest,  the  whole  motive  of  his  poem,  become  unmeaning. 
But  where  does  Mr.  Froude  find  that  Cicero  agreed  with  Caesar  on 
this  subject  ?  It  certainly  is  not  in  the  first  book  of  the  Tusculan 
Questions,  or  in  the  '  Somnium  Scipionis.'  Cicero  had,  indeed,  no 
certainty  on  the  subject ;  but  he  expresses  the  same  sanguine  hope 
of  immortality  which  Socrates  and  Plato  felt.  And  that  this  was 
not  a  mere  speculative  view,  but  was  a  practical  consolation  to  him 
in  his  latter  days,  appears  from  these  words  in  a  letter  to  Attious : 
'  Id  spero  vivis  nobis  fore — quanquam  tempua  est  noa  de  ilia  per- 
pettui  iamj  non  de  hoc  eadgua  vita  coffitare.'^^  Could  a  Christian 
express  himself  more  trustfully  and  hmnbly  on  the  subject?  In 
another  passage  Mr.  Froude  writes  of  Caesar :  *  He  never  dilated  on 
the  beauties  of  virtue,  or  complimented,  ae  Cicero  didj  a  Providence 
in  which  he  did  not  believe.'**  The  obvious  meaning  of  these  words 
is,  that  Cicero  complimented  a  Providence  in  which  he  did  not  believe. 
What  warrant  has  Mr.  Froude  for  this  innuendo?  When  Mr. 
Froude**  speaks  of  tDicero's  *  total  want  of  political  principle,' 
one  may  utterly  disagree  with  him,  and  at  the  same  time  admit  that 
that  is  an  inference  which  may  have  been  fairly  formed  from  his  view 
of  the  whole  of  Cicero's  political  conduct.  More  than  a  mere  state- 
ment of  the  insincerity  of  Cicero's  belief  in  Providence  is  required 
before  we  admit  the  fairness  of  the  process  by  which  that  opinion 
has  been  arrived  at. 

Mr.  Froude  attributes  Clodius'  enmity  to  Cicero  *to  his  sar- 
casms, hifl  airs  of  patronage,  and  perhaps  his  intimacy  with  his 
sister.'*^  Would  Mr.  Froude  have  admitted  the  evidence  on  which 
this  last  suggestion  is  made  as  for  one  moment  to  be  listened  to  in  an 


X.  viil,  8.     "P.  493.     ^  P.  185.     »  P.  186. 
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tedlictment  against  the  moral  character  of  Csesar  ?  But  p^haps  one 
aspersion  more  or  less  on  the  character  of  Cicero  does  not  matter* 
But  surely,  as  Professor  Tyrrell  points  out,**  this  remark  does  a 
grave  injury  to  the  reputation  of  Clodius  as  a  man  of  the  worlds 
Is  it  conceivable  that  the  brother  of  Lesbia  should  have  resented 
the  additioii  of  one  more  to  her  '  three  hundred  '  lovers?®* 

Again,  it  might  be  shown  that  the  motives  which  Mr.  Proude 
attributes  to  Cicero  for  accepting  his  provincial  government  are  mis- 
taken.*^ The  oflSce  was  forced  on  him  against  his  will  by  the 
recent  law  of  Pompey  *  de  lure  Magistratuum.'  His  letters  to  his 
friends  in  Home  are  urgent  in  entreating  them  to  see  that  his 
oflBce  should  not  be  prolonged  beyond  the  year.  One  need  not 
be  an  uncompromising  partisan  of  Cicero  to  find  causes  of  dissent 
from  many  more  passages  in  which  Mr.  Froude  speaks  of  him. 
Cicero's  failure  and  mistaken  views  as  a  practical  politician,  his 
sacrifice  of  honour  at  one  period  of  his  political  career,  the  utter 
imworthiness  of  his  feeling  towards  Caesar,  who  on  every  occasion 
treated  him  with  the  most  magnanimous  and  friendly  consideration — 
all  this,  and  much  more,  must  be  frankly  admitted  by  those  who  still 
resent  his  unsparing  condemnation  by  recent  Grerman  and  English 
historians.  Cicero  is  the  last  of  all  men  who  can  be  '  chalked  in  a 
rough  black  or  white.'  The  charitable  comment  of  Mr.  Mimro  on 
words  of  Cicero  affording  perhaps  more  damning  evidence  against 
him  than  any  quoted  by  Mr.  Froude,  express  the  well-considered 
judgment  of  a  scholar  as  intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole  litera- 
ture of  this  period  as  any  man  can  well  be  with  any  literature,  and  of 
one  who  can  appreciate  what  is  great*  and  good  in  Cicero  as  well  as 
understand  what  is  weak  and  ted.  *  For  these  awful  words  neither 
Caesar  nor  Cicero  is  to  blame^  but  the  fortime  of  Bome ;  they  most 
express  the  feeling  of  the  boni "  generally,  who  could  not  see  that 
old  things  had  passed  away.'*^ 

Wherever  Mr.  Froude  is  dealing  with  Caesar — ^that  is,  through 
three-fourths  of  the  volume — ^he  is  at  his  best ;  and  we  read  his  narrar 
tive  with  sympathy  and  assent  almost  as  unqualified  as  our  pleasure 
and  admiration,  llie  supreme  merit  of  the  book  is  that  it  enables 
every  class  of  readers  to  realise  with  a  distinctness  and  vividness 
which  no  previous  writer  has  given  to  them,  the  true  figure  and 
proportions  ' 

Of  the  noMest  man 
That  ever  lived  in  the  tide  of  times. 


»*  Preface  to  the  Cffrrespondence  of  Cicero, 

"  Com  sois  vivat  valeatqoe  moeohis 

Quos  simul  compleza  tenet  trecentos. 

Catul.  xi.  i6,  17. 

No  one  any  longer  donbts  that  the  Lesbia  of  Catullus  is  the  fio&rit  of  Cicero's  letters, 
the  *  Clodia '  of  the  speech  'pro  Caelio.* 

*•  P.  33^*  "  OHMoisiM  and  EluoidatUm  cf  Catullus. 
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Yet  a  veiry  few  words  of  critioisin  may  be  allowed  in  regard  to  one  or 
two  points  in  his  view  of  Csesar'a  character* 

Mr.  Fronde  dismisses  with  the  generous  scorn  which  is  the  only 
attention  th^  merit,  the  ^perpetna  stigmata,'  which  Suetonius, 
writing  for  the  amusement  of  a  literary  society  in  uneyentful  times^ 
believed  to  be  afiSxed  to  the  name  of  Caesar  by  the  vile  calumnies  of 
Memmius  and  the  petulant  banter  of  Catullus*^®  He  regards  also  the 
record  by  the  same  writer  of  his  numerous  UaisorbS  as  irrelevant  to 
any  judgment  to  be  formed  of  his  character.  There  is  no  kind  of 
subject  on  which  lies  are  so  fireely  told,  are  so  difficult  to  expose,  and 
are  so  eagerly  believed.  But  even  if  all  these  stories  were  true,  they 
eannot  ^ock  modem  sentiment  to  such  a  degree  as  the  friendly 
arranganent  made  between  Gato  and  Hortensius  :  and  it  is  absurd  to 
judge  a  grea£  man  living  in  such  an  age  by  a  standard  of  morals 
which  it  would  be  unworthy  to  apply  to  the  biographies  of  eminent 
soldiers,  statesmen,  or  diplomatists  in  mod^n  times.  Caosar,  at  any 
rate,  never  sacrificed  any  of  the  higher  duties  of  life  to  pleasure. 
The  sketch  drawn  by  the  picturesque  fancy  of  M.  Duruy — a  sketch 
which  so  naturally  &scinates  the  French  imagination— of '  od,  ^l^gant 
debauch^  avec  ce  corps  us6  par  les  exc^s  et  les  travaux,'  is  quite  incom^ 
patible  with  the  almost  incredible  energy,  of  body  as  well  as  of  mind, 
which  he  displayed  during  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  his 
fife.  There  is  no  record  of  any  callousness  of  feeling,  any  &lBe 
dealing,  any  alienation  firom  Mends,  arising  out  of  any  of  these 
relations.  But  one  argument,  which  Mr.  IVoude  urges  in  vindication 
of  Caasar's  character,  is  of  doubtful  value — that  based  on  a.  supposed 
'  law  for  the  punishment  of  adultery '  enacted  by  Cassar  in  his  consul- 
ship.  Is  not  Mr.  Frcmde  here  attributing  to  JuHns  Oaesar  the  '  Iiex 
Iiilja  de  Adulteriis,' passed  long  afterwards  by  Augustus?  .  Caesar  had 
more  pressing  business  to  attwd  to  during  the  brief  tenure  of  his 
office.  The  matter,  too,  was  one  which  feU  within  the  qdiere  of  the 
^  PradfeotuB  morum '  rather  than  of  the  GonsuL 

Mr.  fVoude  confidently  states  that  Caesar  was  never  mixed  up  in 
any  ecmspiracies  during  his  earlier  career.  Mommsen  thinks  as  con- 
fidentiythat  he  was.  From  the  very  nature  of  conspiracieB  it  is 
impossible  to  prove  that  either  is  right.  Caesar  shows  extraordinary 
-audacity  both  in  war  and  politics,  but  he  was  never  reckless  or  irra* 
tional,  and  the  whole  GatiUnarian  conspiracy  seems  to  have  been  as 
reckl^  and  blundering  as  it  well  could  be.  Though  Caesar  was  not 
a  man  to  '  wear  his  heturi  on  his  sleeve,'  yet  all  that  is  really  known 
of  him  leaves  the  impression  of  singular  openness  and  straightforward 
dealing.  In  judging  of  a  character,  so  exceptionally  raised  above  the 
ordinary  average  of  men,  it  is  best  to  be  satisfied  with  what  is  known, 
to  trust  as  little  as  possible  to  remote  inferences  as  to  his  conduct  and 


"  Conl  Mnnro  on  the  agih  Poem  of  Catollos.  By  bis  discussion  on  that  poem, 
where  he  shows  in  what  sense  the  lampoons  of  Catullus  mnst  have  been  understood 
by  his  contemporaries,  Mr.  Mnnro  does  much  to  redeem  the  reputation  of  the  poet 
from  the  worst  stain  left  on  it. 
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motiyes.  Mr.  Froude  says  nothing  about  the  affair  of  Vettius  which 
occurred  during  the  latter  part  of  his  consulship.  It  is  incredible 
that  Caesar  could  have  had  anything  to  do  with  suborning  a  false 
witness.  It  is  not  so  incredible  that  his  agent  Vatinius  may  have 
had  to  do  with  it.  Caesar,  as  Consul,  must  have  been  cognisant  of 
the  murder  of  Vettius  in  prison.  Is  there  any  reason  to  doubt  that 
Vettius  was  a  Soman  citizen  ?  Had  he  any  formal  trial  ?  Had  he 
not,  as  well  as  Lentulus  and  Cethegus,  a  neck  which  had  some  tem- 
porary value  for  him  ?  Probably  none  of  them  were  '  any  the  worse 
of  being  hanged ; '  but  why  is  the  irregularity  of  the  one  Consul 
denounced  as  so  enormous,  and  that  of  the  other  passed  over  in 
silence  ?  It  was  probably  well  for  Caesar  in  many  ways  to  have  got 
away  for  ten  years  from  the  ignoble  passions  and  intrigues  of  the  city 
to  the  purer  air  of  the  camp  and  the  campaign. 

Mr.  Froude  claims  for  Caesar  (as  compared  with  other  Roman 
soldiers)  pre-eminent  humanity  in  the  conduct  of  foreign  wars  and  in 
the  use  of  victory.  We  do  not  know  enough  of  the  details  of  the 
wars  of  Lucullus  or  Pompey  to  enable  us  to  institute  a  comparison. 
But  certainly  if  any  man  ever  did,  Caesar  carried  out  unhesitatingly 
the  Roman  maxim, 

Parcere  subiectis  et  debellare  superbos. 

The  rapid  and  complete  subjugation  of  Gaul  seems  to  be  explained 
by  the  fact  mentioned  by  Caesar,  that  in  every  household,  district,  and 
tribe  there  were  two  factions.  The  national  faction  may  have  been 
nearly  exterminated,  that  favourable  to  Rome  easily  converted  into 
peaceful  subjects.  It  was  well  for  ancient  Gaul  in  the  long  run,  and 
for  modem  France,  that  the  subjugation  was  so  complete.  But  a 
good  deal  of  suffering  must  have  been  involved  in  the  process.  Mr. 
Long,  who  writes  in  a  spirit  favourable  to  Caesar,  and  is  not  given  to 
exaggeration,  writes  of  this  process — *  Thousands  were  slaughtered  in 
battle,  massacred  after  surrender,  mutilated  or  sold  into  slavery. 
Cities  were  destroyed,  villages,  houses,  and  farm-buildings  burnt, 
heavy  requisitions  were  laid  upon  the  people,  cultivated  lands  laid 
waste,  and  those  who  escaped  the  sword  would  die  of  cold  and  hunger 
in  the  severe  winters.'  *^ 

The  great  massacre  of  the  Usipetes  and  Tencteri,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mosa  (whether  that  is  the  Meuse,  as 
Mr.  Froude  thinks,  or  the  Moselle,  for  which  Mr.  Long  contends), 
may  be  referred  to  as  an  act  not  easy  to  reconcile  with  any  excep- 
tional humanity  towards  the  foreign  enemies  of  Rome.  The  Germans, 
to  the  number  of  430,000  men,  women  and  children,  had  taken  up 
their  position  near  this  confluence.  Caesar  required  them  to  recroes 
the  Rhine,  offering  to  procure  them  a  settlement  among  the  Ubii. 
They  asked  for  tiiree  days'  truce  to  consider  it.  He  granted  them  a 
day,  suspecting  treachery.   During  the  day's  truce  Caesar's  advanced 


Decline  of  th»  Roman  JUpubUc,  vol.  iy.  p.  396,  note. 
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guard  was  attacked  by  800  of  the  Grerman  horse  and  put  to  flight, 
with  the  loss  of  seventy-four  of  his  cavabry.^  In  the  morning 
the  German  chiefs  appeared  to  apolc^se  and  ask  for  a  truce. 
Ceesar  refused,  ^  flung  himself  on  the  unfortunate  people,  when 
they  were  entirely  unprepared  for  the  attack.'  *  Multitudes  were 
slaughtered,  multitudes  threw  themselves  into  the  water  and  were 
drowned.'  Gsesar  concludes  his  account  of  the  aflGedr  in  these 
plain,  onboasting,  impitying,  imapolo^etic  words:  ^  Nostri  ad  unum 
omnes  incolumes,  perpaucis  vulneratis,  ex  tanti  belli  timore,  cum 
hostium  numerus  capitum  ccccxxx  millium  fuisset,  se  in  castra 
receperunt.'®*  The  extermination  of  so  vast  a  multitude,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man  on  his  own  side,  is  indeed  a  remarkable 
instance  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest  in  the  affairs  of  this  world. 
Probably  Csesar  was  justified  in  suspecting  treachery ;  perhaps,  with 
a  view  to  *  the  defence  of  Italy,'  and  the  permanent  peace  of  the 
world,  it  was  ^permissible  and  even  necessary'  to  kill  as  many  Qermans 
as  possible  when  he  had  such  a  chance.  Still  there  is  no  act  recorded 
of  him  which  makes  the  parallel  suggested  in  the  last  paragraph  of 
Mr.  Fronde's  volume  appear  so  inappropriate. 

Mr.  Froude  has  a  striking  passage  at  page  334  on  Caesars  ambi- 
tion. The  view  expressed  in  that  paragraph,  beginning  >  Csesar  has 
been  credited  with  far-reaching  designs,'  appears  substantially  true. 
It  is  impossible  to  prove,  what  most  historians  assume,  that  every 
important  act  in  his  career  was  a  move  in  the  daring  game,  which  he 
had  resolved  to  play  from  his  youth  upwards ;  that  his  earlier  support 
of  Pompey  was  a  mere  stage  in  the  deliberate  process  of  supplanting 
him ;  that  the  conquest  of  Gaul  was  undertaken  merely  as  the  means 
of  creating  that  army, '  which  could  do  anything  and  go  anywhere,' 
by  the  aid  of  which  he  made  himself  master  of  the  Bepublic.  It 
is  more  consistent  with  the  transparent  action  of  all  the  time  in 
which  he  is  best  known  to  us  to  believe  with  Mr.  Froude,  that  he 
was  bom  with  the  genius  capable  of  giving  order  to  the  world  and 
restoring  unity  to  the  national  counsels,  and  that  he  was  irresistibly 
impelled  to  obey  his  genius ;  that  he  saw  in  the  Senatorial  government 
the  determined  enemy  of  order;  that  he  tried  to  defeat  that 
government,  first  by  constitutional  means,  and  the  co-operation 
of  the  men  of  most  capacity  and  influence  in  the  State ;  that  he  was 
loyal  to  them,  and  even  faithful  to  the  constitution,  so  long  as  futh 

*  Mr.  Fronde  makes  a  curious  mistake  in  his  rendering  of  Caesar  s  words.  He 
writes,  *A  large  body  of  them  flung  themselves  on  tbe  Roman  advanced  guard* 
(there  were  5,000  of  Caesar's  cavalry,  800  of  the  Qermans),  *  and  drove  it  in  with 
considerable  loss ;  Mtventy'/our  jRmnan  ImighU  fell^  and  two  Aquitanian  noblemen, 
&C.*  Caesar's  words  are,  *  In  eo  proelio  ex  equitibus  nostrU  interficiuntur  quatuor  et 
septuaginta,  i»  hU  vir  fortissimus  Piso  Aquitanus,'&c.  All  that  Caesar  says  is  that 
seventy-four  of  his  cavalry  ((Gaulish  auxiliaries)  fell.'  The  difference  in  the  gravity 
of  the  event  between  Caesar's  account  and  Mr.  Froude's  may  be  measured  by  the 
difference,  in  one  of  our  own  Eastern  wars,  of  an  action  in  which  seventy-fotur 
irregular  Sikh  cavalry,  including  two  native  chiefs,  and  one  in  which  seventy-four 
JCnglish  gentlemen  might  have  fallen. 

«  Ik  Bell.  Gall.  iv.  13. 
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wad  kept  with  Idm ;  that  even  the  conquest  of  Oanl  was  not  prompted 
by  the  necessity  of  creating  an  army,  or  the  mere  hist  of  glory  and 
conquest,  but  by  the  same  irresistible  impulse  to  introduce  ordcEr  and 
completeness  into  the  Empire.  As  he  grew  greater  in  character  and 
power,  his  enemies  and  rival  showed  themselves  to  be  more  inq>otent 
and  violent.  The  work  of  restoring  order  to  the  whole  world  had  to 
be  done,  not  by  the  peaceful  ascendency  of  the  greatest  capacity  for 
afiairs,  but  by  ^  blood  and  iron and  he  did  not  shrink  from  entering 
upon  that  work  and  carrying  it  out  to  the  end.  Yet,  while  agreeing 
with  Mr.  Froude's  general  view  of  the  motives  determining  Cesar's 
policy,  one  cannot  accept  such  a  sentence  as  this  as  affording  an 
explanation  of  the  way  in  which  he  obtained  his  command  in  QmH : 
^  He  asked  for  nothing,  but  he  was  known  to  desire  an  opportunity 
of  distinguished  service.'  GsBsar,  in  the  vindication  of  his  conduct 
which  he  sent  firom  Ariminum,  asserts  with  apparent  truth  and 
dignity  that, '  the  honour  of  the  fiepublic  had  always  been  his  para- 
mount consideration,  and  one  more  dear  to  him  than  life  ;'^^  yet  in  his 
address  to  his  soldiers  at  the  same  time,  the  wrongs  done  to  himself 
are  as  prominently  urged  as  the  outrage  done  to  the  constitution 
hj  the  proceedings  in  the  Senate.  He  does  not  profess  avBpaya0l^sa-0cu 
from  the  pure  disinterested  motives  which  Mr.  Proude  sometimes,  from 
a  too  modem  point  of  view,  attributes  to  him. 

Mr.  Proude  says,  in  reference  to  the  murderers  of  CsBsar :  *  Those 
in  the  provinces,  as  if  with  the  curse  of  Gain  upon  their  heads,  came 
one  by  one  to  miserable  ends.'  But,  indeed,  there  was  no  need  of 
the  intervention  of  any  supernatural  nemesis  to  bring-  about  their 
death;  When  the  fortune  of  war  declared  against  them,  there  was  no 
place  of  escape  for  them  in  the  whole  world ;  as  there  would  have 
been  none  for  Antony,  Lepidus,  and  Octavianus  had  it  declared  other- 
wise. But  it  is  strange  to  think  of  the  many  changes  in  the  world's 
verdict  on  their  act  since  it  was  perpetrated.  The  well-known  words 
of  Tacitus,  in  describing  the  funeral  of  Junia,  the  widow  of  Cassius, 
^  Praefulgebant  Cassius  atque  Brutus,  eo  ipso  quod  effigies  coram  non 
visebantur,' indicate  an  admiration  of  the  two  last  BepuUicans  as  deep 
as  the  detestation  indicated  by  the  position  which  Dante  assigns  to 
them  beside  Judas  Iscariot  in  the  lowest  circle  of  Cocytus.  And  that 
det^estation  again  is  in  marked  contrast  with  the  humane  and  tolerant 
judgment  on  all  the  actors  in  the  drama  implied  in  the  representaticm 
of  Shakespeare.  Almost  equally  marked  is  Uie  difference  of  sentiment 
entertained  towards  them  during  last  century  and  at  the  present  time^ 
and  the  difference  in  tone  between  historians  like  Niebuhr  and  Dr. 
Arnold  and  those  of  the  present  generation.  It  is  impossible  to  ju»- 
tify  the  deed  from  any  modem  point  of  view  or  from  any  trae  view  of 
what  was  best  for  the  ancient  world.  The  govemment  of  the  '  boni* 
'  has  been  judged  and  condemned.    But  before  passing  too  severe  a 


^  <8ibi  semper  Beipublicae  primam  fuisse  dignitatem,  vitaque  priorem.* — De 
Bell  Civ.  i,  9. 
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condemnation  upon  all  the  conspirators,  it  is  well  to  remember  what 
ttie  extinction  of  ancient  liberty  involved,  and  the  sense  of  almost 
servile  degradation  which  must  have  been  felt  by  the  inheritors  of  the 
traditions  of  the  proudest  governing  class  which  the  world  has  ever 
had,  when  they  recognised  tiiat  a  permanent  master  had  been  placed 
over  them.  But  about  one  of  their  number — ^the  one  who,  in  the 
events  which  followed,  alone  showed  soldierly  ciq>acity  and  resolution 
— ^ihere  need  be  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  a  verdict.  Decimus 
Brutus  could  not  have  shared  in  the  illusions  of  the  ^  optimates.'  He 
had  been  trained  as  a  soldier  under  ,Caesar,  he  had  gained  high  dis- 
tinction under  him  in  Gaul,  he  had  held  important  commands  imder 
him  during  the  Civil  War,  he  had  travelled  with  him  and  the  young 
Octavius,  to  whom  he  was  appointed  guardian  by  Caesar's  will  in  the 
last  journey  to  Spain  before  the  battle  of  Munda,  he  had  lived  in 
intimacy  with  Caesar  and  been  trusted  by  him  as  a  familiar  friend  till 
the  last  morning  of  his  life ;  and  he  abused  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
by  delivering  him,  with  callous  and  calculated  treachery,  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies.  Whether  judged  by  the  first  elementary 
notions  of  honour  recognised  among  savages,  or  by  the  conscience  of 
the  most  enlightened  nations,  his  baseness  is  not  to  be  forgiven. 

In  parting  with  Mr.  Froude,  it  remains  to  say  that  a  somewhat 
different  estimate  of  the  value  of  his  work  must  be  formed  according 
to  the  point  of  view  from  which  it  is  re;arded.  No  work  which  has 
appeared  in  recent  years  is  more  capable  of  affording  a  high  literary 
pleasure  and  stimulus  to  so  wide  a  circle  of  readers :  very  few  have  been 
written  with  such  facile  power,  with  such  vivid  realisation  of  the 
actors  and  actions  of  a  bygone  time.  If  it  appears  to  one  who 
has  undertaken  to  examine  the  work  closely  and  pass  an  opinion 
upon  it,  that  this  facility  has  sometimes  betrayed  the  author  into 
errors  and  oversights,  and  that,  in  realising  the  past,  the  force 
of  his  imagination  has  sometimes  outrun  the  verifying  processes 
of  his  intefiect,  it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  say  so  and  to  give  the 
grounds  on  which  the  opinion  has  been  formed.  It  is  hoped  &at  this 
has  been  done  without  any  forgetfulness  of  the  respect  due  to  the 
high  place  in  English  literature  which  Mr.  Froude  has  won  so  well 
and  holds  so  honourably,  or  any  insensibility  to  the  glow  of  genius 
and  generous  passion  with  which  his  whole  work  is  pervaded. 

W.  Y.  Sbllak. 
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My  Journal  in  the  Holy  Land. 

THE  following  notes  describe  a  journey  which  I  made  in  Syria  a 
few  years  ago.  Notwithstanding  the  invitation  of  friends,  I 
place  them  before  the  public  with  diffidence.  If  the  story  of  my 
Eastern  joumeyings  should  be  foimd  to  possess  any  interest  for  the 
general  reader,  it  will  mainly  be  because  it  was  written— often 
hurriedly  enough — amid  the  scenes  and  incidents  described,  and  that 
the  impressions  recorded  may  therefore  be  assimied  to  bear  the  stamp 
of  freshness  and  genuineness.  With  this  brief  explanation,  which 
will,  I  hope,  serve  as  an  excuse  for  many  shortcomings,  I  proceed 
with  my  narrative. 

About  the  middle  of  autumn  we  embarked  in  an  auxiliary 
screw  schooner-rigged  vessel  of  190  tons,  the  *  Meteor,*  at  Cowes, 
with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  Syria  by  way  of  Gibraltar  and 
the  Mediterranean.  From  the  first  moment  we  encountered  a  series 
of  mishaps  and  hindrances,  and  when  at  last  we  got  under  way  a 
heavy  gale  commenced.  As  the  wind  continued  to  freshen  we  hove 
to ;  all  the  boats  of  the  yacht  were  taken  on  board,  three  reefs  of 
the  mainsail  taken  in,  and  various  other  reductions  tried  in  her  canvas 
to  make  her  sail  more  easily.  It  certainly  was  a  frightful  sea.  Neither 
Mr.  Brassey  nor  any  of  our  party  ever  remembered  a  worse  one  than 
it  became  just  oflF  the  Eace  of  Ushant,  and  as  the  gale  increased 
we  dipped  head  into  it  every  moment. 

As  for  the  yacht,  she  rose  right  out  of  the  water  and  then  came 
down  with  a  thud  which  made  her  strain  and  creak  all  over.  At 
every  plunge  all  the  doors  of  the  wardrobes  and  cupboards  flew  open, 
and  the  clothes  and  books  came  tumbling  out  in  every  direction.  No 
fastening  seemed  capable  of  holding ;  so  that  by  morning  the  little 
berths,  which  were  so  tidy  when  we  started,  were  hardly  recognisable. 
All  our  worldly  goods  lay  heaped  on  the  floor,  rolling  from  side  to 
side  as  the  vessel  tossed  and  pitched,  nor  were  they  improved  by 
sundry  seas  we  had  shipped  during  the  night. 

After  beating  against  the  storm  many  weary  hours  we  were  com- 
pelled to  put  into  Brest,  and  here  our  yachting  voyage  ended,  for 
after  a  detention  of  ten  days,  finding  that  there  was  not  the  smallest 
prospect  of  an  improvement  in  the  weather,  I  decided  to  proceed 
overland  to  Gibraltar  with  my  cousin  and  the  courier  we  had  engaged 
for  our  Syrian  expedition.  Mr.  Brassey  would  not  desert  the  yacht, 
in  which  he  hoped  to  reach  Gibraltar  with  the  children  very  nearly 
as  soon  as  we  did. 

I  must  not  dwell  on  this  portion  of  our  journey,  and  therefore 
content  myself  with  saying  that  in  due  course  we  did  all  meet  at 
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Gibraltar  (where  we  were  joined  by  my  brother-in-law),  though  the 
ytcht  did  not  appear.  After  a  brief  but  pleasant  visit  we  found 
•ureelves — a  party  of  four — on  board  the  P.  and  0.  Company's 
steamer  bound  for  Alexandria,  at  which  port  we  re-embarked  for 
Beyrout,  where  my  journal  commences. 

NoveTnher  2. — On  awaking  at  six  this  morning  the  anchor  was 
just  being  let  go  oflF  Beyrout,  where  we  anchored,  and  soon  after 
landed,  going  straight  to  the  Hotel  de  I'Orient — a  queer  old  Asiatic 
boose  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  with  numberless  courtyards,  and  the 
filtliiest  of  rooms  opening  into  them.  I  had  been  feeling  unwell 
for  a  couple  of  days  past,  so  perhaps  I  was  more  susceptible  to 
the  influence  of  imcomfortable  surroundings.  Whether  it  was  the 
force  of  my  bad  example  I  know  not,  but  all  the  party  suddenly 
became  quite  depressed.  Broken  windows,  tattered  curtains,  doors 
without  fcwtenings,  chairs  and  tables  without  legs,  dirty  beds,  and 
lests  of  vermin  in  every  comer,  added  to  the  most  overpowering  bad 
smells,  are  not  enlivening.  However,  the  landlord  gave  us  a  fairly- 
cooked  breakfast  and  some  excellent  Lebanon  wine,  after  which  our 
two  gentlemen  set  out  to  find  the  post-office  and  the  banker's.  On 
their  way  they  fortunately  stumbled  on  a  nearly  new  hotel  on  the 
sea-shore,  built  in  the  European  style  and  kept  by  a  Greek.  It  had 
been  quite  full  in  the  morning,  and  the  proprietor  had  not  there- 
fore sent,  as  usual,  on  board  the  steamer  to  tout,  but  some  of  the 
lodgers  were  moving  out  later  in  the  day.  The  moment  Tom  found 
this  out  he  took  the  vacant  rooms,  and  came  back  to  bring  us  over, 
bag  and  baggage,  to  our  great  delight. 

In  the  afternoon  we  took  a  pretty  drive  along  the  banks  of  the 
Beyrout  river,  and  went  to  see  some  beautiful  orange  gardens  full  of 
tre«8  laden  with  fruit  and  flowers.  The  road  home  lay  through  some 
of  the  many  orchards  of  mulberries,  which  are  grown  here  as  ex- 
tensively as  vines  in  the  wine-growing  districts  of  France.  The  place 
is  also  famous  for  the  numerous  establishments  for  unwinding  the 
silk  from  the  cocoons,  and  for  preparing  the  raw  silk  for  the  European 
manufacturers.  The  country  round,  for  miles  up  the  slope  of 
I^banon,  has  become  one  vast  mulberry-orchard ;  scarcely  any  other 
plant  seems  to  be  cultivated.  Beyrout  appears  to  be  a  large  and 
prosperous  town,  well  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Lebanon,  with 
the  bay  which  bears  its  name  spreading  out  before  it.  The^  view  is 
glorious  from  this  hotel,  and  the  outlook  over  the  distant  mountains 
and  the  expanse  of  brilliant  blue  water  is  indescribably  lovely. 

November  3. — ^An  early  ride  through  the  bazaars  showed  us 
Bothing  extraordinary.  They  are  chiefly  full  of  Manchester  prints, 
which  are  much  worn  by  the  women  here.  The  cloth  bazaar  is  a 
good  one,  and  so  is  that  for  Lebanon  work,  of  which  there  were 
wme  fine  specimens.  It  is  a  sort  of  gold  stuff  worked  with  gay- 
cokmred  silks,  and  would  look  very  well  on  furniture  or  for  hangings. 
As  at  Cairo,  the  things  are  sold  in  queer  old  courts,  but  these  are 
.  built  m  quite  a  different  style  of  architecture.   After  a  twelve-o'clock 

IJo.  S97  (ko.  cxrn.  w.  •.)  A  A 

Digitized  by  Google 


340        My  youmal  in  the  Holy  Land.  [Sept^ber 


breakfast  we  were  packed  and  ready  for  a  start,  which  we,  however, 
decided  to  put  off,  as  the  preparations  in  the  commissariat  department 
were  by  no  means  complete.  But  as  the  hearses  were  standing  saddled 
at  the  door,  we  thought  we  might  as  well  try  them,  and  gaye  them  a 
good  gallop  to  the  pine-wood.  The  ground  was  loose  and  sandy,  and 
we  foimd  all  the  horses  pretiy  good  except  one  animal,  which  is 
decidedly  lame,  and  must  be  changed. 

On  returning  to  the  hotel,  Kaiam  took  us  to  see  his  preparations, 
and  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  wonder  at  the  delay  in  departure. 
He  seems  determined  that  the  journey  shall  be  made  in  the  greatest 
comfort ;  and  yet  it  is  against  his  own  interest,  for  we  pay  him  so 
much  a  day,  and  certainly  did  not  expect  a  quajrter  of  the  luxuries 
he  appears  to  be  providing. 

A  stormy  evening ;  all  the  ships  in  the  bay  rolling  and  pitching 
tremendously. 

NovmJber  4. — ^We  were  roused  at  6  iuM^  and  found  the  wind  still 
high  and  the  weather  threatening,  but  we  were  determined  to  make  a 
start,  our  time  being  limited.  I  still  feel  far  from  well,  but  perhaps 
the  travelling  and  mountain  air  will  set  me  all  right,  though  I  &ncy 
my  discomfort  is  caused  by  the  sudden  change  from  great  heat  to 
this  really  cool  weather. 

Our  baggage  train  of  ten  mules  and  one  donkey  started  soon  after 
eight,  and  by  9.30  we  were  on  horseback  with  Karam  and  an  atten- 
dant muleteer.  The  horses  are  not  much  to  look  at,  but  easy  to  ride 
and  sure-footed,  climbing  up  and  down  the  stone  staircases  which 
represent  roads  in  these  parts.  At  first  the  road  lay  through  the 
town,  but  we  soon  got  out  into  pleasant  shady  lanes  bordered  by  bam- 
boos, acacias,  and  aloes.  Then  we  came  out  on  the  open  sea-shore, 
and  rode  along  the  sand  of  St.  George's  Bay,  so  called  from  being  the 
supposed  scene  of  the  conflict  between  St.  George  and  the  Dragon.  I 
wonder  if  the  waves  were  as  high  on  that  occasion  as  they  are 
to^ay  1 

We  next  climbed  up  and  down  two  tremendous  rock  staircases, 
crossed  the  Dog  River,  otherwise  known  as  the  Lycus  or  Nahr-el-Kelb, 
and  arrived  at  the  luncheon  place.  This  was  a  curious  little 
inn,  built  almost  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  over  a  rapid  stream, 
rushing  from  the  rock  and  running  through  the  middle  of  the  inn. 
Two  tables  were  placed  bodily  m  the  stream,  so  that  if  you  liked  you 
might  sit  with  your  feet  and  legs  in  the  water.  But  we  were  satis- 
fied to  eat  the  luncheon  we  had  brought  with  us  in  the  verandah 
under  drier  conditions,  and  enjoy  the  lovely  view  on  either  side.  The 
rocks  hei-e  are  very  fine^  rising  into  abrupt  cliffs  1,000  feet  high  ; 
the  river  rushes  into  the  dark  blue  sea  beneath  them,  and  the  mingled 
waters  rise  and  beat  themselves  into  foam  i^ainst  their  steep  sides. 
A  few  women  in  bright-coloured  draperies  washing  clothes  on  a  little 
patch  of  sand,  and  the  mules  and  donkeys  tied  up  a  little  farther  on, 
made  all  together  a  beautiful  picture.  A  little  higher  up  the  river  are 
the  roek  sculptures  of  Nahr-el-Kelb,  curious  flat  tablets  of  Roman  * 
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origin,  supposed  to  have  been  put  up  by  difiEferent  kings  to  commemo 
rate  various  expeditions  and  conquests  in  this  part  of  Syria ;  but  the 
fignies  and  writings  are  much  defiaced  and  difficult  to  decipher. 

All  the  afternoon  the  rocky  bridle-path  led  us  up  the  st^p 
sides  of  Lebanon,  through  vineyards  and  mulberry-orchards,  past 
small  villages,  where  we  caught  an  occasional  glimpse,  through  the 
open  doors,  of  busy  handlooms,  weaving  the  beautiM  gold-threaded  ' 
*  Lebanon  work.'  The  air  is  much  cooler  at  this  height ;  in  fact,  after 
sanset  it  became  very  cold,  and  in  spite  of  the  lovely  scenery,  none  of 
us  were  sorry  to  come  suddenly  upon  our  tents  pitched  on  a  green  space 
just  beyond  the  village  of  Ajiltun.  There  was  some  anxiety  also  for 
the  first  sight  x)f  our  moveable  home  for  the  next  month.  First,  in 
the  centre,  was  the  dining  tent,  in  which  Tom  and  Albert  sleep,  but 
except  for  the  beds,  which  are  arranged  so  as  to  form  most  comfortable 
sofas  in  the  day,  you  would  never  guess  its '  double  duty.'  It  is  roufid  in 
shape,  and  some  eighteen  feet  in  diameter,  lined  with  gay-coloured  stuff 
and  well  carpeted.  The  second  tent  is  similar,  and  makes  a  com- 
fortable and  pretty  sleeping  place  for  Evie  and  me ;  besides  which 
there  is  a  kitchen  tent  and  all  its  belongings.  I  don't  think  any  of 
us  slept  much  that  first  night ;  the  horses  and  mules,  which  were 
picketed  all  round  the  tents  for  safety,  made  such  odd  noises.  Occa- 
sionally one  broke  loose  and  came  sniffing  round  the  tent,  only  to 
entan^e  itself  in  the  ropes  and  cause  a  good  deal  of  confusion. 

Novernber  5. — Breakfast  was  over  by  half-past  seven,  and  by  nine 
o'clock  everything  had  been  packed  up  and  our  long  train  began  to 
move  slowly  oflF.  We  thought  we  had  only  six  hours  before  us,  and 
therefore  took  it  easily  the  first  part  of  the  ^ay.  The  views  on  all 
sides  were  exquisite,  but  particularly  towards  Beyrout  over  the  sea^ 
where  the,  eye  can  follow  the  graceful  curves  of  the  coast.  On  the 
other  hand  rose  the  fantastic  limestone  rocks,  standing  out,  here 
like  a  convent,  there  like  the  battlements  of  a  fortress.  Beautiful 
flowers  grew  in  profusion  on  the  hill-sides,  cyclamens  and  crocuses  of 
half-a-dozen  different  kinds,  and  every  tiny  rivulet  ran  throi:^h  a  soft 
green  ftinge  of  maidenhair  fern.  Nearly  all  the  hill  peaks  are  cro'wned 
by  a  convent,  and  some  of  these  dwellings  are  very  large.  This  is 
the  principal  country  of  the  Maronites,  most  of  whom  have  been 
educated  at  Some. 

We  were  journeying  along  very  comfortably,  when  unfortunately 
we  took  it  into  our  heads  to  turn  aside  and  see  a  remarkable  natural 
bridge  called  *Ismel  Hain,'  which  has  been  much  spoken  of  by 
travellers,  and  our  guide  never  thought  of  telling  us  that  it  lay  three 
and  a  half  hours'  journey  out  of  our  way.  The  first  part  of  the 
track  was  truly  firightful ;  down  a  slippery  rock  staircase,  some  c£ 
whose  steps  were  so  steep  that  the  horses  almost  sat  on  the  top, 
dropping  both  their  fore  legs  down  at  once,  and  then  jerked  their 
hind  legs  after  them,  with  a  sort  of  jump,  which  was  most  jarring^ 
espedaUy  as  the  landing  hiad  to  be  made  on  a  smooth  doping  stone* 
It  looked  too  endless  to  attempt  to  walk  down  it,  so  the  only  way 
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was  to  give  the  horses  their  heads  completely,  and  sit  as  firm  as  one 
could.  Two  men  walked  by  the  side  of  Evie  and  me,  to  hold  us  on 
at  the  worst  places,  and  catch  us  should  we  show  any  signs  of  Mling 
oflF.  However,  we  reached  the  bottom  in  safety,  having  only  suffered 
firom  a  severe  shaking,  and  after  winding  along  the  steep  banks  of 
the  river  Nahr  Sahib,  we  crossed  it  by  a  stone  bridge  and  climbed  up 
the  opposite  side  of  the  moimtain  by  an  equally  precipitous  staircase. 
I  do  not  think  any  description  can  give  an  idea  of  the  tracks  used 
for  travelling  in  this  country ;  the  worst  Swiss  path  might  be  a  high 
road  by  comparison.  Perhaps  they  most  resemble — only  they  are 
a  hundred  times  worse — the  stony  side  of  *Monte  Moro,'  in  Switzerland, 
where  I  remember  we  had  to  jump  from  stone  to  stone.  The  scenery 
was  fine,  but  bleak,  bare,  and  desolate,  except  in  a  few  sheltered  nooks 
of  the  hill-sides,  which  were  filled  with  rhododendrons,  sometimes  in 
full  blossom. 

At  last  the  bridge  we  had  come  to  see  was  reached,  and  certainly 
it  is  most  wonderful.  Imagine  a  span  of  160  feet,  flung  over  the 
river,  and  formed  by  the  natural  limestone  rock.  The  illusion  is 
perfect,  for  there  are  the  abutments,  piers,  and  buttresses  exactly 
as  if  they  had  been  built  from  a  design.  It  was  now  two  o'clock,  and 
we  had  far  to  go.  After  a  hasty  lunch,  therefore,  and  a  much 
needed  half-hour's  rest,  we  started  again ;  but  before  half  an  hour 
was  over,  Karam  and  our  guide  began  to  quarrel  as  to  which  was 
the  right  road.  The  worst  of  it  was  that  neither  seemed  certain,  and 
when  we  decided  to  follow  Karam  up  a  dreadful  goat-track,  it  was 
only  because  he  was  our  responsible  leader.  This  path  brought  us, 
after  a  frightful  scramble,  into  a  sort  of  cfuX-d^BOjo  among  the  lime- 
stone rocks — a  spot  without  a  blade  of  grass  or  vestige  of  vegeta- 
tion ;  it  might  easily  have  been  the  original  of  any  of  Dora's  illus- 
trated pages  of  Dante's  *  Inferno.'  Here  all  traces  of  any  path  ended, 
and  after  trying  one  way  down,  which  was  too  steep  for  even  our 
'Oat-like  horses,  we  began  to  feel  that  we  were  destined  to  pass  a  night 
on  the  moimtains.  It  was  now  past  five  o'clock,  and  so  dark  that  we 
-could  hardly  see  our  way  by  the  fast  fading  twilight.  A  little  lower 
down  was  a  sheltered  hollow,  with  some  brushwood  to  make  a  fire. 
Here  we  hit  upon  a  track,  and  so  pursued  our  way  again  vrith 
great  difficulty  down  to  a  lower  range,  whence  we  saw  the  lights  of 
a  village.  Karam  declared  them  to  be  those  of  Afka,  but  this  was 
not  very  cheering  intelligence,  for  they  were  on  the  other  side  of 
the  gorge,  and  we  were  on  the  top  of  a  tremendous  precipice  and  had 
«gain  lost  the  path. 

By  this  time  I  was  so  tired  that  I  could  hardly  sit  on  my  horse. 
We  accordingly  determined  to  stop,  while  the  guides  went  on  to' try 
and  find  the  track  again.  Tom  and  Albert  laid  me  down  in  a 
sheltered  comer,  and  attempted  to  make  a  fire  out  of  our  newspapers 
and  brushwood,  in  the  hope  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  villagers. 
Two  snakes  gliding  away,  when  disturbed,  from  their  bushy  retreat, 
soon,  however,  made  them  desist  from  their  efforts.  Fortimately  a  little 
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brandy  and  wine  was  discoyered,  besides  some  fruit,  a  few  bis- 
cuits, and  a  solitary  egg  I  There  were  also  some  mackintoshes  and 
a  couple  of 'Turkey  rugs,  which  had  been  used  as  saddle-cloths.  As 
for  poor  Karam,  he  was  utterly  broken-hearted  at  the  idea  of  our 
passing  the  night  out,  and  cried  like  a  child.  Of  course  he  felt  it 
was  his  fieiult  for  having  mistaken  the  path. 

After  some  time  the  guides  returned,  declaring  they  had  found 
the  road,  and  we  reluctantly  mounted  our  poor  tired  horses  again.  We 
had  not  gone  f»x  before  my  horse  nearly  went  over  a  steep  bank.  It 
was  pitdbi  dark  and  Karam  had  been  leading  him.  Fortunately 
Albert  walked  next  me,  and  was  just  in  time  to  pull  me  off  on  the 
wrong  side  before  the  poor  weary  brute  floundered  over.  The  odd 
thing  was,  that  the  horse  did  not  appear  at  all  the  worse  for  his  fall, 
so  after  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  walk  over  the  huge  stones,  I  was 
obliged  to  mount  once  more.  For  nearly  three  weary  hours  we  wan- 
dered about,  losing  and  finding  the  path  alternately,  until  we  were 
all  completely  exhausted.  We  then  dismounted  and  laid  ourselves 
down  on  the  stony  ground,  sending  the  guides  on  to  some  distant 
lights,  with  orders  to  bring  a  native  with  torches  to  guide  us  to 
Afka. 

After  a  few  minutes'  rest,  Tom  and  Albert  tethered  the  horses, 
and  we  spread  one  of  the  rugs  under  a  large  walnut-tree  and  lay  down 
together,  as  close  as  possible,  to  keep  ourselves  warm.  The  two 
gentlemen  took  up  outer  positions  with  their  revolvers  in  their  hands 
ready  for  use :  we  put  another  rug  over  us  and  tried  to  go  to  sleep. 
But  my  dozes  were  haunted  by  recollections'of  bits  of  Murray's  Hand- 
book, such  as,  ^This  mountain  is  infested  with  jackals,  panthers,' 
&c.  A  vision  also  rose  up  before  me  of  a  certain  Syrian  shop  in 
Cairo,  full  of  splendid  leopard  and  panther  skins,  which  the  owner 
told  me  had  been  killed  in  the  valley  of  Afka.  All  day,  too,  we  had 
been  hearing  stories  of  the  evil  d^s  and  bad  character  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  whole  district.  So  our  slumbers  were  neither  deep 
nor  balmy,  and  it  was  a  joyful  moment  when  our  guides  returned 
with  a  couple  of  paper  lanterns  and  the  assurance  that  we  were  not 
far  from  the  tracks  which  would  bring  us  in  a  quarter  of  an  homr  to 
our  tents.  We  therefore,  with  some  difficulty,  remounted  our  weary 
steeds,  and  winding  along  the  edge  of  several  precipices,  arrived  at  the 
encampment  at  hSf-past  three.  We  were  all  far  too  tired  to  care  for 
anything  but  our  beds,  and  the  servants  had  entirely  given  us  up. 
Karam  was  in  such  a  rage  at  finding  no  tents  pitched,  no  one  up,  and 
no  food  prepared,  that  he  flew  at  the  head-cook  and  beat  him  vehe- 
mently, besides  distributing  a  good  many  cuffs  and  kicks  among  the 
rest  of  the  establishment.  This  sharp  practice,  though  rather  trying  to 
the  spectators,  resulted  in  the  production  of  an  excellent  dinner  of  four 
courses  in  a  very  short  time ;  and  great  was  Karam's  disappointment 
at  our  being  too  tired  to  eat  much  of  it. 

Satv/rday^  November  6. — ^Everyone  is  so  knocked  up  by  yester- 
day's feitigues  that  we  must  take  things  quietly  to-day.    It  has 
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therefore  besiv  determined  to  give  up  going  to  tiie  highest  point  of 
Lebanon  by  the  eedsrs,  and  to  take  the  mountain  road  lower  down, 
which  formS)  as  it  were,  the  base  of  the  triangle*  Our  original  idea 
included  the  two  sides. 

We  started  about  ten  o'clock  down  the  valley  to  the  beautiful  foun- 
tain in  the  glen  of  Afka,  the  source  of  the  ancient  river  Adonis.  It 
issues  firom  a  limestone  cave  said  to  extend  for  miles  into  the 
mountain.  When  there  is  a  storm  on  Lebanon  the  water:  becomes 
brightly  tinged  with  the  red  minium  earth,  which  has  for  centuries 
been  called  Adonis's  blood.  Close  by  are  the  ruins  of  an  ancient 
Boman  temple,  sacred  to  the  worship  of  Venus  and  Adonis.  The 
scenery  is  magnificent:  the  river  watering  the  glen  is  overhung 
with  fine  trees ;  the  arid  rocks  and  abrupt  limestone  cliffs  tower 
thousands  of  feet  above ;  whilst  before  you,  seeming  to  shut  in  the 
quiet  valley,  rises  range  after  range  of  mountains.  To-day  the  road 
has  been  rather  bett^ ;  and  we  climbed  slowly  up  the  rugged  path, 
every  step  showing  us  new  scenic  beauties.  We  had  a  good  view  of 
a  grove  of  cedars  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ravine ;  but  the  first 
sight  is  disappointing,  for  few  of  the  old  trees  are  left,  and  the  younger 
growth  has  not  such  laterally  spreading  branches  as  one  sees  else- 
where, nor  are  these  degenerate  trees  to  be  compared  at  the  present 
date  with  the  splendid  forest  of  Teniet-el-Had  in  Algeria,  which  has 
not  suffered  from  such  constant  and  varied  devastation.  AJl  these 
hiUs  were  once  clothed  with  luxuriant  cedar  and  pine  forests,  but 
they  have  been  hewn  down  for  ages  past,  not  only  for  the  Temple 
and  other  great  buildings,  but  for  houses  at  Tyre,  Sidon,  and  all  parts 
of  Syria  and  Palestine,  and  none  have  been  planted  to  replace  them, 
nor  have  even  the  young  ones  been  protected.  They  seed  themselves 
in  great  profusion,  but  the  cattle  eat  th^  almost  all  as  soon  as  ever 
they  appear  above  ground.  A  small  chapel  has  been  built  at  the  cedar 
grove  which  crowns  the  highest  point  of  Lebanon,  and  the  attendant 
monks  take  as  much  care  as  they  can  of  the  trees.  I  am  afraid, 
however,  they  do  this  for  their  own  sakes,  as  their  principal  income 
is  derived  from  the  travellers  who  come  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
to  visit  these  wide-spreading  branches.  We  had  not  time  to  go  up 
so  high  as  this  grove,  but  I  heard  from  some  friends  we  mett  shortly 
afterwards  at  Baalbek,  who  had  just  returned  from  seeing  them,  that 
two  or  three  of  the  trees,  supposed  to  have  been  saplings  in  tJie  time 
of  Solomon,  are  about  eighty  feet  high  and  forty  feet  round  the 
trunk. 

We  arrived  at  Akurah,  a  mountain  village,  in  about  three  hours, 
and  after  limching  on  the  banks  of  a  lovely  stream,  found  our  tents 
pitched  on  a  knoU  just  beyond  tibe  village,  beneath  three  beautiful 
Turkey  oaks,  with  a  fine  panorama  of  mountains  and  rocks  stretching 
before  us  down  to  the  sea.  I  was  only  too  glad  to  lie  down,  and  we 
were  all  quiet  the  rest  of  the  day.  The  ni^t  was  cold,  with  violent 
thunder-storms,  accompanied  by  the  first  rain  we  have  seen  since 
leaving  Brest*   The  effect  of  the  thunder  echoing  among  the  moun- 


Digitized  by  Google 


i879]      My  Jourml  in  the  Holy  Land.  345 


tains  was  very  grand,  but  the  wind  which  followed  was  not  so 
I^easant ;  our  tents  shook  and  creaked,  until  wie  thought  they  must 
come  down. 

8undan/y  November  7. — The  morning  was  bitterly  cold,  and  it  was 
8  luxury  to  feel  we  had  not  to  make  an  early  start,  for  We  had  none 
of  us  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  Friday.  I  spent  most  of  the  day 
Ijing  on  my  bed  and  reading,  and  I  don't  think  any  of  the  others  did 
much  more.  Tom  read  prayers  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon 
he  and  Albert  went  for  a  stroll,  whilst  Evie  and  I  found  our  way  to  a 
neighbouring  stream,  and  washed  out  a  few  things.  We  had  been 
led  to  expect  the  probability  of  a  daily  wash-out,  and  had  therefore 
come  but  slenderly  provided.  As  no  one  could  be  found  to  wash  for 
us,  it  seemed  best  to  take  this  opportunity  of  doing  it  for  ourselves, 
in  spite  of  its  being  Sunday.  Our  proceedings  excited  the  greatest 
interest,  and  we  soon  found  ourselves  the  centre  of  an  admiring 
crowd. 

Akurah  is  a  flourishing  Arab  village,  quite  on  a  par  with  its 
neighbours  as  to  noise.  Nobody  and  nothing  seems  ever  to  go  to 
sleep.  All  night  long  the  dogs  bark,  the  children  cry,  the  cocks  crow^ 
men  and  women  shout  and  wrangle,  and  the  rest  of  the  animals  make 
queer  nondescript  noises.  But  they  are  quite  harmless,  and  squatted 
in  a  watchful  and  deeply  interested  circle,  about  iifby  yards  off,  all 
this  bright  Sunday  afternoon.  In  our  turn  we  gazed  at  them, 
especially  at  some  picturesque  creatures  with  long  guns,  and  an 
imposing-looking  Bedouin,  who  rested  idly  on  a  lance  about  fburteen 
feet  long  and  pointed  at  each  end.  Presently  one  of  the  crowd  asked 
permission  to  show  us  a  curious  trick.  Of  course  we  signified  our 
willing  consent,  through  Karam,  whereupon  the  man  proceeded 
with  all  a  conjuror's  gravity  to  place  two  common  wine-bottles,  filled 
with  water,  on  the  ground,  a  few  inches  apart.  On  the  top  of  these 
he  balanced  nicely  two  tumblers,  also  filled  to  the  brim  with  water. 
Then  he  laid  a  short,  stout  oak  stick  across,  with  an  end  just  resting 
on  each  tumbler,  and  drawing  his  sword,  cut  the  stick  in  two  in 
two  places  with  two  strokes,  and  without  spilling  a  single  drop  of  the 
water.  It  was  very  cleverly  done,  and  a  r^  feat  of  skill,  not  a  mere 
trick,  with  a  substituted  stick. 

One  of  the  numerous  native  dogs,  who  always  infest  the  camp 
directly  it  is  pitched,  attached  himself  to  me  to-day,  and  insisted  on 


Monday,  November  8. — ^Yesterday's  thorough  rest  has  completely 
refreshed  all  the  camp,  but  the  cold  is  intense.  The  sunrise  was 
lovely,  though  at  half-past  ^ht,  when  we  started,  the  sun  had  not 
risen  sufficiently  over  the  mountains  to  warm  us.  Our  way  led 
through  a  narrow  gorge,  and  then  by  bleak  bare  hills ;  an  incessant 
dimb  for  two  hours.  By  this  time  it  had  become  intensely  hot,  yet 
with  a  sharp  east-wind  Uowing ;  exactly  like  an  English  March  day* 
The  halt  wMch  Earam  called,  on  .the  fiat  plateau  at  the  top,  gave  us 
time  to  admire  the  magnificent  view  of  the  chain  of  Lebanon  and 
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Anti-Lebanon,  with  the  wide  plain,  some  seyen  or  eight  miles 
across,  stretching  between*  The  highest  peaks  of  the  range  were 
covered  with  snow. 

Almost  immediately  we  began  to  descend  a  steep  path,  then 
crossed  the  lowest  mountain  spurs,  and  so  made  our  way  down  to  liie 
plain  itself.  Here  the  travellii)^  was  more  rapid,  and  we  had 
crossed  the  river  Orontes  and  reached  Baalbek,  after  passing  some 
Roman  ruins,  just  as  the  moon  was  rising.  The  village  is  built  on 
a  green  oasis  in  the  midst  of  the  long  sandy  plain,  but  we  quickly 
left  its  narrow  paths  behind,  and  struck  into  a  long  subterranean 
passage,  so  pitch-dark  that  we  could  only  make  our  "way  by  the  help 
of  some  cigar-lights  which  Albert  fortunately  had  in  his  pocket.  This 
tunnel  led  us  out  into  the  very  centre  of  the  court  of  the  great 
Temple,  and  nothing  I  can  write  can  convey  any  idea  of  the  solemn 
beauty  of  the  long  colonnade  of  the  Temple  of  the  Sun  or  the  six- 
columned  frieze  of  the  Temple  of  Baal,  as  we  first  saw  them  in  the 
clear  cold  moonlight. 

Our  tents  were  pitched,  and  we  found  in  another  comer  those 
of  some  friends,  with  whom  we  spent  a  pleasant  evening,  comparing 
notes  of  Syrian  travel  and  adventure. 

Tuesday^  November  9. — ^The  ruins  look  even  more  beautiful  by 
day  than  in  the  moonlight.  The  delicate  details  of  the  decorations 
are  better  seen,  the  fine  sharpness  of  the  acanthus  leaves,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  bas-reliefs  and  wreaths  on  the  soffit  or  roof,  between 
the  colonnade  and  main  building  of  the  Temple  of  Jupiter.  The 
mouldings  in  each  square  or  octagon  are  perfectly  exquisite.  These 
temples  stand  on  a  platform  still  more  ancient  than  themselves,  com- 
prising three  enormous  stones  64  feet  long  by  13  high.  From  these 
colossal  blocks  they  originally  derived  their  name  of  trilithan,  or 
*  the  three-stoned.' 

The  date  of  the  temples  is  somewhere  about  150  a.d.  The 
great  Temple  was  a  Pantheon,  dedicated  to  all  the  deities  of  Helio- 
polis.  The  second  Temple  was  dedicated  to  the  Sun;  but  Venus 
was  worshipped  there.  Theodosius  destroyed  them  in  379,  only  two 
hundred  years  after  they  had  been  built ;  but  the  carvings  on  their 
ruins  are  still  as  perfect  as  on  the  day  they  were  finished.  The  great 
portico  is  especially  magnificent ;  wreaths  of  foliage  hang  in  graceful 
festoons  on  each  side  of  the  doorway,  interspersed  with  Cupids  and 
processions  of  dancing  figures  on  the  frieze.  On  the  soffit  of  the 
door  is  a  fine  figure  of  an  eagle,  exactly  like  that  in  the  Temple  of 
Palmyra.  It  is  an  emblem  of  the  Sun,  to  which  the  temple  was 
•dedicated.  An  earthquake  has  shaken  the  buildings  to  such  an 
extent,  that  this  keystone  has  dropped  down  at  least  two  feet,  and 
the  huge  block,  weighing  many  tons,  looks  as  if  the  slightest  jar 
would  bring  it  down  at  a  moment's  notice.  Indeed  the  whole  gate- 
way appears  equally  toppling  and- dangerous,  and  yet  it  has  remained 
precisely  in  the  same  perilous  condition  for  an  immense  time. 

The  interior  of  the  great  Temple  of  the  Sun  is  as  beautiful,  eadi 
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of  its  ndned  details  as  conscientiously  finished,  as  the  outside  is 
grand  in  its  noble  proportions.  The  remains  of  a  magnificent  arch 
still  eidst,  also  the  friezes,  on  which  are  carved  endless  processions  of 
dancing  figures,  full  of  life  and  movement,  in  every  attitude.  It  must 
have  been  a  larger  building  than  the  Necropolis  at  Athens,  and  is  of  a 
higher  architectural  value  than  the  temples  at  Thebes,  though  it  is 
smaller  in  size.  It  is  the  temple  which  has  best  escaped  destruction ; 
for,  of  the  Temple  of  Baal,  only  six  columns,  supporting  an  ex- 
quisite and  elaborate  frieze,  remain.  This  firagment  stands  on  a  large 
platform,  which  serves  as  a  guide  to  the  eye  and  imagination  as  to  its 
original  area.  The  circular  Temple  of  Venus  is  almost  entirely 
ruined,  but  the  very  little  left  is  a  perfect  gem  of  beauty. 

An  Arab  temple  close  by  has  been  built  with  columns  and  capitals 
taken  from  the  various  temples  around,  and  looks  like  a  melancholy 
parody.  The  large  capitals  have  been  placed  on  columns  fieur  too 
short  and  too  small,  and  everything  seems  carefully  mismatched. 

After  a  while  we  went  outside  to  look  once  more  at  the  enormous 
stones  of  the  platform  on  which  the  temple  stands.  Then  we  strolled 
on  to  the  stone-quarry,  where  a  huge  block  remains  waiting,  as  it  has 
waited  for  many  hundred  years,  for  the  finishing  touch  of  its  workmen. 
It  is  larger  than  any  of  the  others  used  in  the  platforms,  being  68 
feet  long,  and  has  been  cut  into  its  destined  shape,  but  levelled  at 
only  one  end.  What  a  satire  on  human  vanity  and  man's  desire  to 
perpetuate  his  name,  that  there  is  not  the  faintest  clue  to  the 
name  of  the  builder  of  these  colossal  temples  I  Even  that  of  the 
reigning  king  was  only  conjectured  from  an  accidental  renoiark  of  a 
writer  in  the  seventh  century,  though  it  is  known  that  the  edifices 
themselves  existed  as  far  back  as  the  second  century. 

The  start  for  the  day's  journey  was  made  after  leaving  the  quarries, 
and  just  before  turning  round  the  shoulder  of  the  hill,  we  paused  to 
have  one  more  look  at  the  ruins,  half-hidden  by  the  clustering  trees. 
Beautiful  and  suggestive  as  are  the  Soman  ruins,  these  far  exceed 
them,  and  are  indeed  finer  than  anything  I  have  ever  seen. 

Our  road  to  Shurgaya  lay  over  the  same  bare  dreary  hills.  We 
lunched  on  a  rocky  spot,  and  then  went  on  for  four  hours  and  a  half 
more.  This  brought  us  to  our  destination,  and  we  encamped  just  outside 
the  village.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  very  noisy  and  sleepless  night,  for 
the  jackals  came  down  in  troops  from  the  mountains  and  surrounded 
the  tents,  and  indeed  the  village,  making  most  hideous  noises. 

yfednvtsday^  Novefmher  lo. — After  an  early  breakfast  we  made  a 
capital  start  by  eight  o'clock,  and  enjoyed  the  two  hours' ride  as  far  as 
Zebdany.  The  village  itself  stands  most  picturesquely,  amid  luxuriant 
orchards  and  gardens,  just  where  the  Abana  rises,in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains. After  breakfast  we  followed  the  course  of  the  river  along  a  path 
fringed  by  trees  and  winding  through  orchards  for  some  miles,  and  so 
emerged  upon  a  marshy  plain  between  the  hills.  We  picked  out  a  dryand 
grassy  spot  close  by  the  riverside  for  the  halt  for  luncheon,  and  then  rode 
en  through  marvellous  limestone  gorges  and  stalactite  formations, 
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toSuk  Wady  Bur&da^thesiteof  the  ancient  city  of  Abila,  the  remains 
of  which  are  yet  to  be  seen^  amid  numerous  rock  tombs  and  tablets 
with  inscriptions^  high  up  the  side  of  the  mountains.  We  followed 
the  course  of  the  Burada  (the  Arabic  name  for  Hiarphar)  down  the 
valley  until  dark,  then  turned  round  the  shoulder  of  the  mountain, 
and  arrived,  by  a  frightful  bit  of  road,  at  El  Fijeh,  our  camping  place 
for  the  night.  It  is  a  most  romantic  spot,  and  looked  especially  so 
with  the  moonlight  shining  on  the  rushing  water.  The  tents  were 
pitched  on  the  banks  of  the  rocky  stream,  not  five  feet  from  the  edge,  and 
there  was  barely  room  for  them  between  the  river  and  the  precipitous 
rocks  behind.  We  had  a  quiet  night,  which  was  a  great  treat,  and 
only  one  jackal  foimd  us  out. 

Thursday  J  Novewber  1 1. — ^El  Fijeh  is  one  of  the  largest  fountains 
in  Syria.  Even  at  its  source  it  is  a  river,  a  dozen  feet  deep,  and  clear 
as  crystaL  It  rises  from  a  limestone  rock,  over  which  stand  the 
ruins  of  a  Boman  temple,  and  flows  on  as  a  rocky  stream,  exactly  like 
the  trout  streams  in  Wales  or  Scotland,  except  that  it  is  overhung  with 
large  walnut  and  fig  trees.  The  place  was  so  delightM  that  we  could 
not  make  up  our  minds  to  leave  it,  and  lingered  until  ten  o'clock.  The 
contrast  seemed  all  the  sharper  when  we  found  ourselves  jogging 
along  for  three  hours  over  the  Sahara  or  Arabian  desert.  This  stage 
ended  at  Dammar,  a  village  about  an  hour  from  Damascus,  on  the 
only  carriage^road  in  the  whole  of  Syria — a  road  made  by  the  French 
between  Beyrout  and  Damascus.  We  did  not  follow  it,  however,  but 
kept  to  the  old  mule  track  over  the  mountains,  in  order  to  get  the  cele- 
brated view  of  Damascus  from  the  smnmit  of  the  bills  that  surround  the 
town.  There  is  a  ruined  Arab  temple  at  the  top  of  the  pass,  and 
we  lunched  there  in  order  to  enjoy  the  scene  at  our  leisure.  We 
certainly  thought  ourselves  well  repaid  for  choosing  the  steep  bridle- 
path when  we  caught  the  first  glimpse  of  the  city.  Its  domed 
mosques  and  peaceM  minarets  rise  from  amid  masses  of  variegated 
foliage ;  it  stsmds  among  trees  of  every  description,  which  grow.luru- 
riantiy  on  either  side  of  the  river.  The  Abana  waters  the  plain  here, 
and  so  converts  the  dreary  desert  land  into  a  rich  and  fertile  country, 
covered  with  fruit-trees — some  of  which  grow  to  the  size  of  English 
forest  trees — ^and  luxuriant  crops  of  many  kinds. 

With  the  same  lovely  view  ever  before  our  eyes,  we  descended  the 
hill  and  soon  reached  Damascus,  the  most  ancient  city  in  the  world, 
and  one  which  has  continued  to  flourish,  in  spite  of  all  disadvantages, 
under  its  numerous  rulers  from  the  time  of  Abraham  until  now.  Like 
all  Eastern  cities,  the  interior  is  disappointing.  The  streets  are  dusiy 
and  narrow,  and  the  effect  of  the  shabby  houses  and  dilapidated  walls 
is  rather  that  of  a  collection  of  villages  huddled  together  than  of  a 
large  and  important  city.  Our  first  call  was  made  at  aji  excellent 
hotel  kept  by  a  Greek.  Its  courtyards,  with  fountains  playing,  and 
with  large  orange  trees  shadowing  the  whole  place,  looked  so  enticing, 
its  myrtles  and  jessamines  and  marble  floors  so  cool,  and  its  bedrooms 
so  clean  and  comfortable,  that  we  felt  quite  sorry  it  had  not  been 
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ananged  tbat  we  should  stay  there,  instead  of  pitching  our  tents  in 

I    one  of  the  &r«fained  gardens  of  Damascus. 

From  the  hotel  we  made  a  progress  through  the  pictip-esque 
btmrs.  Here  they  are  eoveced-in  buildings,  swamiing  with  people 
in  eTcry  variety  of  Oriental  coetume.  Turlra,  Syrians,  Maronites  and 
Broses  of  the  town  jostle  each  other.  Now  a  Bedouin  of  the  desert 
zides  by  on  a  beautiful  Arab  mare^  with  his  l(Hig,  pointed  lance  at 

I    reft,  followed  by  other  Bedouins  on  foot  and  in  rags ;  unsuccessful 
robbers,  possibly. 

We  wander^  about,  for  some  time,  greatly  amused  by  looking  at 
'  a  crowd  assembled  to  await  the  Prince  of  Prussia's  arrival.  At 
last  we  saimtered  on  to  our  tents,  but  a  great  disappointment 
awaited  us  in  the  appearance  of  the  garden  in  which  they  had  been 
pitched.  Its  roses  were  over,  the  grass  looked  parched  and  dusty, 
and  the  Abana  flowed  low  and  sluggishly  in  its  bed.  But  it  was  too 
late  to  alter  now,  so  there  was  nothing  for  it  except  to  dress  and  go 
and  dine  at  the  hoteL  We  made  a  droll  cavalcade,  on  horseback,  the 
gentlemen  with  loaded  pistols,  and  the  attendants,  who  carried  Ian* 
terns,  bristling  with  weapons.  The  table'd^hdte  was  rather  bare 
of  guests  to-night,  for  the  diligence  which  plies  between  here  and 
Beyrout,  and  brings  the  travellers  in  time  for  dinner,  did  not  arrive 
at  all,  having  be^  required  for  the  use  of  the  Prince  of  Prussia, 
as  it  is  the  only  carriage  in  all  Syria !  We  returned  to  the  t^ts  in 
the  same  melodramatic  procession,  and  had,  besides,  four  soldiers  to 
guard  the  tents  during  the  night. 

Friday^  November  12. — ^Another  cold  and  lovely  day.  Friday  is 
the  Mohammedan  Sabbath,  and  they  make  it  market-day  as  well,  so 
^t  the  Bedouins  of  the  desert,  who  come  from  long  distances,  may 
combine  their  temporal  and  spiritual  duties  comfortaUy,  and  do  their 
marketing  and  go  to  the  mosque  on  the  same  day.  The  streets  were 
even  moire  crowded  than  last  night,  with  varied  and  wonderful  cos- 
tomes,  iuid  so  closely  packed  that  it  was  difficult  to  make  one's  way 
through  them.  In  one  comer  stood  a  Bedouin  Anazeh,  of  the  tribes 
from  near  Palmyra,  bargaining  for  a  cane  to  make  a  spear,  his  goat's- 
liair  cloak,  with  its  broad  black  and  white  stripes,  hanging  fix>m  his 
stalwart  shoulders.  Another  of  the  tribe,  hard  by,  seemed  to  be  doing  his 
hest  to  sell  a  horse,  whilst  others  again  rode  by  with  an  abstracted  air,  the 
gnuiefiil  mares  they  bestrode  often  closely  followed  by  whinnying  foals. 
Cronps  of  Turkish,  Jewish,  or  Christian  women  make  their  purchases 
with  quite  as  much  earnestness  andgesticnlation  as  housewives  nearer 
home,  whilst  their  lords  and  masters  lounged  near,  probably  keeping 
^  eye  on  the  domestic  expenditure,  but  apparently  only  intent  on 
^ying  sweetmeats  from  some  of  the  many  vendors.  There  were  no 
Franks  except  ourselves. 

* '  It  required  great  interest  to  get  an  order  from  the  Turkish 
Governor  of  Damascus  to  see  the  great  mosque,  and  the  firman 
^  only  at  last  obtained  through  the  good  offices  of  Captain 
Burton,  the  celebrated  traveller,  now  Consul  here.    The  hour 
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arranged  for  the  visit  was  early^  9.30  A.H.,  and  of  course  the 
first  thing  to  be  done  when  we  reached  the  mosque,  followed  by  a 
dense  crowd,  was  to  take  off  our  boots.  It  is  an  enormous  buUding, 
of  great  antiquity,  but  of  no  architectural  beauty,  used  successively, 
in  various  ages,  as  a  heathen  temple,  a  Christian  church,  and  an 
Arab  mosque,  and  now  falling  into  decay.  We  went  through  into 
the  outer  court,  and  so  up  the  steep  steps  of  the  nunaret,  whence  there 
was  a  fine  bird's-eye  view  of  the  city.  After  we  had  seen  aU  worth 
seeing  about  the  mosque,  we  went  on  to  look  at  some  Turkish  and 
Jewish  houses.  They  were  all  built  on  precisely  the  same  plan  as 
the  hotel,  with  outer  and  inner  courts,  fountains,  orange^trees,  flat 
roofs  and  divans,  and  were  all  more  or  less  richly  decorated  and  fur- 
nished according  to  the  wealth  and  taste  of  the  respective  owners. 

After  a  twelve-o'clock  breakfast,  we  saUied  forth  to  visit  the  gold- 
and  silver-smiths'  bazaars.  They  are  something  like  the  crypt  of  an 
old  church,  with  smoke-blackened  pointed  arches,  and  divisions  run- 
ning from  column  to  column,  looking  like  old-£Ashioned  square  pews. 
Every  division  contains  three  or  four  men,  each  with  his  little  pan 
of  fire  and  pair  of  bellows.  In  these  dingy  dens  most  exquisite 
workmanship  can  be  produced.  What  I  foimd  the  most  interesting 
were  the  ornaments  worn  by  the  Bedouin  women,  often  heavily  set 
with  jewels,  and  the  anklets  and  bracelets  hung  with  beUs,  delighted  in 
by  Jewesses.  There  were  also  some  golden  ^  tantours,'  or  horns,  from 
which,  on  great  occasions,  drops  the  veil  of  a  well-dressed  Jewish 
woman.  Though  the  things  looked  curious,  I  did  not  feel  tempted  to 
buy  much,  ajid  we  soon  left  the  bazaar  and  went  on  to  see  the  walls 
and  their  curious  projecting  windows,  from  one  of  which  St.  Paul  was 
let  down  in  a  basket.  After  this  we  passed  to  the  gates  at  the  end 
of  the  '  street  called  Straight,'  and  so  on  to  the  house  of  Naaman  the 
Syrian,  which  is  now  an  hospital  for  lepers,  the  original  Roman  stones 
having  received  many  additions  to  enlarge  the  building.  There  was 
also  to  be  seen  ilie  great  sycamore  which  grows  in  one  of  the  bazaars, 
and  is  of  goodly  proportions,  thirty-eight  feet  round  the  trunk,  and  of 
imknown  age. 

At  Damascus,  as  well  as  at  Beyrout  and  Cairo,  sugar-canes  are 
sold  at  the  comer  of  every  street,  and  the  children  seem  to  be  per- 
petually sucking  pieces  of  them.  We  tried  some,  and  found  the  juice 
very  good,  and  if  you  only  buy  a  cane  long  enough  you  may  do  the 
same  as  we  saw  many  passers-by  doing,  suck  one  end,  and  occasion- 
ally beat  your  donkey  with  the  other. 

Annie  Brasset. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Tenant  Eight  in  Ireland. 

IRELAND  has  for  many  years  been  comparatively  prosperous.  She 
has  been  thriving  on  the  profits  of  her  trade  with  England,  and 
reaping  to  the  full  the  advantage  which  proximity  to  England 
afford^  her.  She  has  been  to  a  great  extent  without  any  more 
fonnidable  competitor  than  the  English  farmer,  and  her  agricultural 
produce  has  at  all  times  found  in  England  a  ready  market  at  remu- 
nerative prices.  The  prosperity  of  the  great  masses  of  the  population 
of  the  United  Kingdom  caused  moreover  an  increased  demand  for 
those  articles  of  consumption  which  Ireland  was  best  adapted  to 
produce,  and  as  the  result  of  these  combined  advantages  agricultural 
\  interests  in  Ireland  have  been  until  lately  in  a  very  satisfactory  con- 
dition. Anyone  who  was  familiar  with  the  state  of  Ireland  some 
twenty-five  years  since,  and  who  again  saw  it  four  or  five  years  ago, 
I  observed  at  once  the  enormous  advance  which  the  country  had  made, 
and  the  marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  agricultural 
classes.    The  fact  was  patent  and  undeniable. 

Unfortunately,  however,  a  change  has  taken  place.  First  came 
diminished  trade,  then  a  series  of  indifferent  harvests,  then,  and  most 
important  of  all,  foreign  competition  on  a  scale  hitherto  unknown. 
Prices  drooped,  then  fell  considerably;  iinusual  inclemency  of  the 
spring  and  summer,  and  the  lateness  of  all  farming  operations,  told 
also  in  many  ways  on  the  formers  and  agricultural  labourers ;  and  it 
has  lately  become  evident  that  the  agricultural  depression  prevailing 
in  the  United  Kingdom  has  extended  itself  in  some  measure  to  Ireland. 
This  imfevourable  change  first  made  itself  apparent  in  the  poorer 
parts  of  the  country  districts,  which,  owing  to  their  remoteness  from 
the  great  markets  and  industrial  and  intellectual  centres  of  England, 
have  shared  least  in  the  general  progress,  and  have  always  been 
the  most  backward. 

Unfortunately,  every  grievance,  and  nearly  every  misfortune,  in 
Ireland  is  made  the  occasion  for  an  agitation  of  some  sort  or  other, 
and  the  present  depression  has  not  been  permitted  to  be  an  exception 
to  the  general  rule.  An  agitation  was  set  on  foot  in  the  counties  of 
Mayo  and  Chtlway — ^lying  in  the  extreme  west  of  Ireland — ^which 
has  attracted  considerable  attention  and  excited  some  anxiety 
amongst  those  brought  more  immediately  into  contact  with  it. 
The  opportunity  afforded  by  the  hard  times  was  too  tempting  not 
to  be  instantly  seized  on  by  some  of  those  agitators  who  are  ever 
on  the  look-out  for  the  means  of  gaining  notoriety,  and  as  the 
subject  was  one  appealing  to  the  real  interests  of  the  tenant  farmers, 
there  was  not  much  difficulty  in  inaugurating  a  movement  for  a 
reduction  of  rents.   With  this  view  a  series  of  public  meetings  was 
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held  in  the  counties  jnst  mentioned ;  excitement  was  propagated  finom 
district  to  district,  and  the  cry  arose  not  merely  for  a  redaction  of 
rents  but  against  rents  altogether,  and  even  against  the  fundamental 
rights  of  property. 

*Let  your  agitation  be,  the  land  of  Ireland  for  the  people  of 
Ireland '  was  the  advice  given  by  one  speaker  at  one  of  the  meeting^. 
Another  speaker  said — 

'  Let  the  tenant  fermers  meet  together  and  consult  and  settle  what  would 
be  a  feir  equitable  rent,  and  if  that  is  not  accepted  by  the  landlord,  let 
them  pay  none  at  all.  (Great  cheering,  and  loud  cries  of  "  None  at  alL" 
A  YoiCE — "  Let  them  do  that."  Great  cheering.)  Let  the  landlords  who 
refuse  take  the  consequences  of  refusal  on  their  own  heads.  (Cheers.) 
Extermination  of  the  people  on  the  one  hand — and  we  cannot  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  lessons  of  the  past-— extermination  of  the  exterminators  on  the 
other.    (Applause.) ' 

The  speech  of  Mr.  O'Connor  Power,  who  represents  the  county  of 
Mayo,  especially  deserves  attention.    He  is  reported  to  have  said — 

*'  If  you  ask  me  to  state  in  a  brief  sentence  what  is  the  Irish  land 
question,  I  say  it  is  the  restoration  of  the  land  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 
And  if  you  ask  me  for  a  solution  of  the  land  question  in  accordance  with 
philosophy,  experience,  and  common  sense,  I  shall  be  equally  brief  and 
explicit.  Abolish  landlordism,  and  make  the  man  who  occupies  and  culti- 
vates the  soil  the  owner  of  the  soiL    (Applause.)  ' 

Another  well-known  member  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Pamell,  proposed 
at  one  of  the  meetings  the  following  resolution — 

'That  ....  justice  and  the  vital  interests  of  Ireland  demand 
such  a  re-a^justment  of  the  land  tenure — a  re-a<$ustment  based  upon  tbe 
principle  that  the  occupier  of  the  land  shall  be  the  owner  theiW*— as 
will  prevent  further  confiscation  of  the  tenant's  property  by  unscrupulous 
landlords,  and  will  secure  to  the  people  of  Ireland  their  natural  right  to  th^ 
soil  of  their  country.' 

Language  is  never  carefully  measured  at  Irish  public  meetings,  and 
too  much  importance  may  be  attached  to  these  utterances.  The 
speeches,  and  the  comments  on  them,  indicate  clearly  enough,  how- 
ever, the  real  drift  of  many  of  the  agitators. 

Convoked  and  held  on  the  pretext  of  devising  a  remedy  against 
the  effects  of  the  agricultural  depression,  the  meetings  were  utilised 
to  propagate  the  '  Nationalist '  cause,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
candidates  of  the  extreme  *  Nationalist '  party  which  is  to  figure  so 
conspicuously,  and  to  effect  so  much,  in  the  next  Parliament.  That 
this  was  well  understood  ut  the  time  is  proved  by  the  noteworthy  fiact 
that  the  Boman  Catholic  clergy,  who  are  almost  invariably  iassociated 
with  the  people,  held  aloof  from  the  meetings,  and  in  some  instances 
discountenanced  them.  The  most  violent,  as  in  all  such  cases,  made 
themselves  most  consjpicaous,  and  showed  their  true  feelings  by  cheer- 
ing for  the  French  Bevdution,  for  Cetewayo,  for  th^  Zulus,  and  for 
the  Irish  B^mblic. 
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Such  features  of  the  agitation  must  not  conceal  the  fact  that  a 
ooDsiderable  number  of  tenant  farmers  took  part  in  the  meetings 
actuated  by  a  real  desire  to  have  their  rents  abated,  and  the  Land 
Laws  modified  in  their  favour.  In  other  parts  of  Ireland,  moreover, 
meetings  of  a  very  temperate  character  have  bem  held  for  similar 
objects,  and  once  the  scene  changes  £rom  Mayo  and  Gtilway,  and 
the  wires  are  no  longer  pulled  by  the  Nationdist  ^tators,  the 
violent  language  ceases.  At  Borrisoleigh,  in  co.  Tipperaiy,  the  people 
ccmtented  themselves  with  describing  the  circumstances  which  had 
reduced  their  earnings  or  profits,  and  with  a  ^solemn  and  earnest 
request'  to  their  landlords  for  a  reduction  of  rent.  Elsewhere,  the 
language  has  been  equally  moderate.  There  have  been  a  few  meet- 
ings of  Eoman  Catholic  clergy  confirming  the  statements  of  the 
tenant  formers ;  and  in  several  counties  some  of  the  boards  of  Poor 
Law  guardians  have  passed  resolutions  recommending  the  case  of  the 
tenants  to  the  kind  consideration  of  the  landlords. 

The  caiises  of  their  suffering,  as  stated  by  the  farmers  themselves, 
aie  the  succession  of  bad  harvests  since  1876,  the  competition  with 
foreigners,  Americans  or  others,  in  the  breeding  and  sale  of  stock,  grow* 
ing  of  crops,  manufacture  of  butter,  and  other  articles  of  agricultural 
produce ;  and  these,  doubtless,  are  the  main  causes  of  the  depression :  but 
there  are  certain  additional  circiunstances  which  tend  to  make  many 
of  the  tenants  feel  the  effects  of  these  more  at  present  than  they 
would  otherwise  have  done.  In  many  parts  of  the  country  large 
numbers  of  the  tenant  £eurmers,  in  their  efforts  to  tide  over  an  un- 
r^unerative  season,  had  recourse  to  the  banks,  and  borrowed  riioney — 
they  were  easily  able  to  do  this,  for  it  W€is  the  practice  of  Irish  banks 
to  lend  considemble  sums  to  the  &rma*s ;  but  the  shock  given  by  the 
fidlure  of  the  G-lasgow  and  other  banks  not  only  restricted  the 
practice,  but  induced  the  Irish  banks  to  call  for  payment  of  outstand- 
ing loans.  There  are  also  in  Ireland  a  large  number  of  money  lenders, 
who  advance  money  at  high  rates  of  interest,  to  whom  the  farmers 
were  indebted.  These  men  demanded  payments  The  demand  coming 
at  so  inconvenient  a  time,  pressed  heavily  on  their  already  diminished 
resources,  and  between  this  and  lower  prices  for  their  produce,  large 
niBnbm  of  the  tenant  formers  have  imdoubtedly  been  brought  into 
rather  hard  straits. 

As  to  the  inmiediate  claim  for  a  reduction  of  rents  it  is  impossible 
to  lay  down  any  general  principle.  Bents  vary  immensely  in 
Irdand  ;  as  a  rule  they  are  lower  on  laige  than  on  small  properties, 
and  they  are  also  lower  on  properties  which  have  been  long  held  by 
the  same  families  than  on  those  acquired  within  the  last  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years.  The  majority  of  landlords  in  Ireland  manage  their 
estates  foirly  and  generously,  and  many  of  them  have  not  raised  their 
rents  for  years,  notwithstanding  the  increase  in  the  value  of  agricultural 
produce,  but  have  allowed  tenants  to  reap  the  fuU  benefit  of  this  increase. 
On  the  other  hand  there  are  some,  mostly  small  landowners^  who 
oaanot  afford  to  be  indulgent,  men  who  have  been  in  business,  and 
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have  invested  their  savings  in  some  small  property,  and  who  are 
more  or  less  dependent  on  the  rents  they  receive.  There  are  also 
men  who  have  bought  land  as  a  monetary  speculation,  and  who 
endeavour  to  get  the  largest  return  for  their  investment  both  in  the 
present  and  with  a  view  to  the  disposal  of  the  land  at  a  high  price 
on  account  of  its  large  rental.  It  is  clearly  impossible  therefore  to 
estimate  the  claims  of  the  tenant  feurmers  by  any  general  rule.  Each 
case  must  be  settled  on  its  own  merits  between  limdlord  and  tenant. 

It  is  also  difficult  to  decide  exactly  how  far  the  distress  is  general. 
So  far  as  statistics  attest  to  the  state  of  the  countiy,  they  show  that 
the  present  year  is  in  some  respects  one  of  the  worst  that  has  been 
recently  known,  and  all  the  figures  by  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  is  usually  gauged  tend  to  establish  the  conclusion  that  there 
has  been  a  marked  diminution  in  the  wealth  of  the  people.  Pauper- 
ism has  increased ;  the  deposits  in  banks  have  decreased ;  the  export 
trade  has  been  on  a  smaller  scale ;  the  consumption  of  luxuries  less  ; 
railway  traffic  has  fetllen  off ;  bankruptcies  of  &rmers  have  been  more 
numerous,  and  the  means  of  disposing  of  agricultural  produce  some- 
what diminished. 

The  truest  approximation  to  the  depreciation  which  has  .taken 
place  is  probably  to  be  foimd  in  the  reductions  in  rent  which  have 
been  alre^y  made  by  some  landlords  in  Ireland,  and  with  which  the 
tenants  have  expressed  themselves  satisfied.  In  some  instances  the 
reduction  granted  has  been  lo  per  cent.,  in  others  15.  The  latter 
rate  has  been  in  the  poorer  districts  and  amongst  the  smaller 
fiEtrmers ;  the  former  has  been  made,  notably,  by  one  of  the  most 
hberal  and  intelligent  of  Irish  landloids,  who  devotes  himself  to  agri- 
culture, and  who  is  an  authority  on  the  subject,  and  the  calculation 
made  in  this  case  may  be  held  to  represent  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
true  depreciation  which  has  taken  place. 

One  conclusion  appears  evident  from  the  experience  of  the  last 
few  years,  and  that  is,  that  Ireland  will  not  have  it  her  0¥m  way  in 
the  English  markets  so  much  as  formerly.  She  will  henceforth  be 
subjected  to  far  keener  competition.  It  behoves  her  then  to  apply 
herself  with  increased  energy  to  meet  and  triumph  over  this  competi- 
tion. Everything  that  the  widest  experience  can  teach,  or  that  science 
can  suggest,  should  be  employed  with  this  object  in  view.  There  is 
great  room  for  improvement  in  the  system  of  agriculture  that  prevails  ; 
one  of  her  staple  trades — ^that  in  butter — ^is  being  incalculably 
damaged  by  sheer  carelessness  and  ignorance;  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  acres  of  valuable  land  are  through  bad  fEuming  scarcely  turned  to 
any  accoimt ;  many  of  her  great  resources  are  but  imperfectly  utilised, 
and  others  are  totally  neglected.  If  Ireland  is  to  triumph  over 
foreign  competition  all  this  must  be  remedied.  A  reduction  of  rent 
will  not  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  for  that  is  to  impoverish  a 
class,  and  not  to  enrich  the  country.  Nothing  but  the  fullest  de-> 
velopment  of  the  resources  of  the  country  will  enable  her  to  triumph, 
and  to  attain  this  end  both  landlords  and  tenants  will  have  to  do 
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their  utmost.  Nothing  less  than  the  welfare  of  the  country  and  of 
her  people  is  at  stake,  and  self-interest  at  least  should  urge  them 
to  higher  exertions  than  they  have  yet  made. 

It  is  right  to  say  so  much  on  general  grounds.  But  it  is  also 
undeniable  that  the  case  of  Irish  tenant  farmers  is  peculiar,  and 
deserves  political  consideration. 

It  was  hoped  at  the  time  the  Land  Act  was  passed  that  the  Irish 
land  question  was  finally  settled,  but  the  experience  V)f  ten  years  has 
belied  this  expectation.  The  great  objects  of  the  Act  were  to  give 
security  to  tenants  for  the  improvements  made  by  them  on  their 
holdings  (in  Ireland  nearly  all  improvements  are  made  by  them)  and 
to  prevent  their  being  turned  adrift  upon  the  world  without  some 
compensation  from  their  landlords.  These  objects  have  been  in  great 
measure  effected,  for  tenants  are  now  able  to  obtain  compensation  for 
improvements  which  they  make,  and  compensation  for  disturbance 
when  *  capriciously '  evicted  from  a  fiarm.  The  Act  has,  it  may 
be  remarked,  mainly  benefited  the  small  farmers — a  fact  that  is  proved 
by  the  statistics  of  the  working  of  the  Act — the  average  sum  of  com- 
pensation granted  to  tenants  on  the  termination  of  their  tenure  being 

each  in  1878.  But  even  as  regard  this  class,  further  legislation 
might  at  least  be  considered. 

The  fear  which  is  always  before  the  tenant's  eyes,  and  which 
makes  him  cling  so  tenaciously  to  the  land  he  occupies,  is  tl)at 
if  he  gives  up  that  means  of  supporting  life,  his  future  is  clouded 
in  uncertainty.  The  Land  Act,  by  securing  him  compensation 
on  leaving  his  holding,  secured  him  the  means  of  emigrating  or 
of  removing  to  some  centre  of  industry  and  supporting  himself  till  he 
could  get  employment.  But  if  he  faUs  into  a  year's  arrear  of  rent — 
and  a  tenant  is  always  six  months  in  arrear — he  can  be  evicted,  and 
thus,  by  an  event  which  might  happen  to  even  the  best  tenant,  he  is 
excluded  from  some  of  the  benefits  of  the  Act.  The  Poor  Law,  even 
in  the  last  resort,  gives  him  no  certainty  of  relief,  for  in  Ireland  the 
able-bodied  labourer  or  artizan  has  no  righi  to  relief,  the  guardians 
having  the  decision  whether  he  is  to  be  considered  destitute  or  not. 
In  Ulster  the  tenant  is  more  advantageously  circumstanced,  for  the 
Ulster  tenant-right  system  has  the  great  advantage  that  when  the 
tenant  gives,  or  is  forced  to  give,  up  his  farm,  he  is  able  to  sell  the 
tenant-right  thereof.  Even  the  non-payment  of  a  year's  rent  does 
not  preclude  his  doing  this,  for  though  he  may  be  compelled  to  give 
up  the  &rm,  he  is  able  to  pay  those  arrears  out  of  the  sum  he  receives 
as  tenant-right,  and  he  is  left  with  sufficient  fimds  to  emigrate  or  to 
make  another  start  in  life. 

These  two  points  may  appear  comparatively  small  ones,  but  they 
really  have  much  to  do  with  the  discontent  of  the  small  tenant  farmers 
in  the  South  and  West  of  Ireland,  with  the  obstinate  position  at  times 
assumed  by  them,  and  their  readiness  to  participate  in  agitation.  In 
the  one  case  the  tenants  see  themselves  placed,  for  no  sufficient 
reason,  upon  a  different  footing  from  persons  of  their  class  in  England, 
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and  dealt  with  less  liberally  by  the  laws  of  the  country  than  if  they 
were  Englishmen,  for  in  England  the  labourer  has  a  right  to  relief  if 
he  becomes  destitute.  In  the  other  case  they  see  themselves  placed 
in  a  less  favourable  position  than  some  of  their  own  class  in  the  same 
country;  and  what  is  even  more  calculated  to  make  them  aggrieved 
is,  that  the  laws  to  which  this  diflference  is  due  are  applied  in  such  a 
way  ad  to  excite  the  feeling  that  it  is  because  they  are  Irish  that  they 
are  so  treated,  for  the  laws  which  are  most  beneficial  to  the  tenants  pre^ 
vail  in  those  parts  of  the  country  inhabited  principally  by  the  descen- 
dants of  English  and  Scotch  settlers. 

The  Land  Act  aflFected  mainly  tenants  holding  by  annual  tenure 
— a  class  constituting  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  tenantry 
of  Ireland.  It  also  benefited  leaseholders,  so  far  as  regards  their 
obtaining  compensation  for  certain  permanent  improvements  made 
by  them,  and  it  extended  the  leasing  powers  of  landlords.  In  this 
latter  respect,  however,  it  did  not  go  far  enough,  for  as  the  law  still 
stands  there  is  on  the  one  hand  a  distinct  discouragement  to  taking 
leases,  and  on  the  other  hand  there  are  distinct  difficulties  in  thci 
way  of  granting  them.  Many  landlords  in  Ireland,  convinced  that 
the  system  of  small  feirms  held  from  year  to  year,  which  they  fbimd 
so  extensively  to  prevail,  was  not  comhicive  either  to  the  welfi^e 
of  the  people  or  to  the  development  of  the  wealth  of  the  country, 
determined  on  substituting,  as  far  as  they  could,  the  system  of  large 
farms  held  under  leases,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  country  efforts 
were  made  to  effect  the  change.  It  was,  in  fact,  an  attempt  to 
introduce  the  system  of  agriculture  to  which  Scotland  owes  so  mudu 
But  the  laws  which  in  the,  one  country  gave  encouragement  to  the 
system,  in  the  other  country  threw  impediments  in  the  way. 

In  Scotland,  by  a  law  dating  so  far  back  as  1469,  a  priority  was 
given  to  a  farming  lease  over  any  encumbrance.  The  result  was  that 
under  a  lease  the  tenant  obtained  full  security  in  his  leasehold  for  the 
stipulated  term,  and  with  this  certainty  of  tenure  developed  the 
resources  of  the  farm  and  turned  them  to  the  best  accoimt.  In 
Ireland  the  reverse  is  the  law,  and  certain  encumbrances  are  given 
priority  over  a  lease.  The  effect  of  this  is  that  a  landlord  whose 
property  is  encumbered  is  unable  to  grant  a  thoroughly  valid  lease, 
for  he  cannot  grant  a  lease  that  will  bind  any  person  having  a 
mortgage  on  his  estates  prior  to  his  life  interest,  and  so  the  lease- 
holder does  not  obtain  the  same  security  as  under  a  Scotch  lease, 
for  in  the  event  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  landlord  the  lease  can 
be  set  aside  by  any  prior  encumbrancer.*    When  we  consider  that 


'  See  *  A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Laws  of  Compensation  to  Tenants  in  Ireland,* 
Ac.,  &C.   By  Isaac  Butt,  Q.C.   Paragraphs  688,  689. 

<  A  lease  granted  under  this  Act  (1870)  confers  no  title  against  any  one  ezoepfe 
the  grantor,  and  those  who  claim  the  reversion  by  a  title  subsequent  to  his  limited 
estate.  .  ,  ,  .  The  tenant  might  be  evicted  by  any  person  who  had  an  estate  in 
the  lands  prior  to  that  of  the  grantor  of  the  lease.  ....  It  wiU  also  be  subject 
to  any  encumbrances  existing  on  the  estate  at  the  period  of  its  grant.  An  encuBi.* 
brancer  who  could  not  obtain  payment  6f  his  debt  by  a  sale,  subject  to  the  lease» 
would  be  entitled  to  aU  the  estate  discharged  of  the  lease.' 
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by  fer  the  greater  number  of  landed  proprietors  have  encum- 
brances or  charges  on  their  property,  we  can  appreciate  at  once 
how  extensive  are  the  evils  resulting  from  giving  'an  encumbrance 
priority  over  a  lease.  Any  reform  which  by  aflFording  greater 
security  to  a  leaseholder  would  encourage  improving  tenants  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  land,  would,  in  the  general  interests  of  the 
country,  be  desirable.  A  proposal  was  made  at  the  time  the  Land 
Bill  was  under  discussion  to  assimilate  the  Irish  law  to  the  Scotch 
law  in  this  respect^  but  it  was  not  adopted.  The  subject  deserves 
reconsideration,  for  it  is  doubtless  in  some  measure  due  to  this  state 
of  the  law  in  Ireland  that  large  formers  are  induced  to  participate,- 
as  some  of  thetn  have  done,  in  agitation.  A  far  greater  reform  was 
effected  some  thirty  years  ago  when  immense  Injury  was  being 
inflicted  on  the  country  thtough  the  large  number  of  encumbered 
estates.  An  Act  was  then  passed  which  virtually  compelled  the  sale 
of  such  estates,'  regardless  of  the  many  interests  involved,  and  it 
would  be  now  comparatively  but  a  very  small  reform  to  allow  an 
encumbered  proprietor  to  make  a  valid  lease. 

But  the  most  perfect  form  of  security  which  can  be  obtained  is  when 
the  tenant  is  his  own  landlord ;  and  as  the  advantages  of  security  of 
tenure  are  so  great  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view,  it  appears  most 
eminently  desirable— especially  imder  the  altered  condition  of  trade 
— that  Parliament  should  afford  as  great  facilities  as  possible  to  tenant 
farmers  to  enable  them  to  become  their  own  landlords,  or,  in  other 
words,  landed  proprietors. 

Two  efforts  have  been  made  by  Parliament  in  this  direction :  the 
first  under  the  Irish  Church  Act  in  1869,  the  second  under  the  Irish 
Land  Act  of  1870.  The  ftrst  has  been  most  eminently  successful, 
the  second  has  been  unsuccessful.  By  the  Irish  Church  Act  it  was 
provided  that  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  then  Established  Church 
should  be  sold,  and  that  the  tenants  should  have  the  right  of  pre- 
emption of  their  fEirms  at  a  fair  price,  which  was  fixed  by  a  valuation. 

In  1878  the  Commissioners  who  were  charged  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Act  reported  that  by  the  end  of  1877  over  5,000 
tenants  had  purchased  their  holdings,  and  they  stated  that  they  had 
received  reports  showing  that  considerable  improvements  had  already 
been  effected  on  their  properties  by  the  new  owners— new  houses  had 
been  built,  and  fencing,  draining,  and  reclamation  of  bog  land  was 
proceeding  in  many  places.  According  to  the  latest  Report,  the 
laige  number  of  5,623  'tenants  had  purchased  their  holdings,  and  an- 
other year's  experience  had  served  to  confirm  the  opinion  as  to  the 
beneficial  results  of  the  provisions  in  the  Act  for  creating  a  body  of 
small  proprietors.  The  success  of  the  project  therefore  was  complete, 
and  in  view  of  the  fiiilure  of  the  project  under  the  Land  Act,  it  is 
interesting  to  understand  the  means  by  which  success  was  gained. 

The  (Sunmissioners,  who  entered  fully  into  the  matter  in  their 
Report  for  1876,  stated  that  they  attributed  their  success  to  two 
•causes.    The  first  was  the  advantageous  terms  on  which  the  purchase 
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money  of  the  holding  was  payable — one-fourth  of  the  price  only  had 
to  be  paid  in  cash,  the  rest  was  placed  on  mortgage,  and  was  re- 
payable by  instalments.  The  second  cause  was,  the  farmer  had  not 
been  obliged  to  take  the  initiative  in  opening  negotiations  for  the 
purchase  of  his  farm,  nor  afterwards  to  conduct  any  correspondence  on 
the  subject. 

*  Everything  has  been  made  easy  to  him.  A  fior  price  has  been  put 
upon  his  farm,  full  printed  explanations  and  instructions  accompanied  the 
offer  which  was  sent  to  him.  .  He  has  had  only  to  write,  or  get  written  for 
him,  fix)m  one  to  six  words  on  a  printed  form  supplied  to  him  ;  to  sign  his 
name  or  affix  his  mark ;  to  provide  within  three  months  one  fourth  of  the 
purchase  money,  and  the  thing  was  done.  He  was  transformed  without 
trouble  to  himself  from  a  rent-paying  tenant  into  a  landed  proprietor.  Short 
and  simple  forms  of  conveyance  and  mortgage  were  settled  and  printed  by  our 
authority,  and  thus  the  cost  of  the  transaction  was  reduced  to  a  minimum.' 

The  operation,  so  far  as  it  could  be  eflFected  by  the  Chiu-ch 
Commissioners,  has  now  been  virtually  concluded,  nearly  all  the 
Church  lands  having  been  sold;  and  henceforward,  therefore,  if 
tenants  are  to  become  purchasers  of  their  holdings,  they  can  only  do 
so  imder  the  provisions  of  the  Land  Act.  In  that  Act  were  embodied 
certain  clauses  introduced  by  Mr.  John  Bright,  M.P.,  and  commonly 
called  the  Bright  clauses,  which  were  intended  to  facilitate  the 
acquisition  by  the  tenants  by  purchase  of  lands  oflFered  for  sale  in 
the  Landed  Estates  Court.  It  was  hoped  they  would  gradually 
create  a  peasant  proprietary  in  Ireland.  Practically,  however,  these 
clauses  failed  in  their  object,  and  in  the  seven  years  (1871  to  1877) 
only  710  tenants  purchased  their  holdings.  The  failure  having^ 
become  evident,  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  clauses,  and  to  report 
whether  any  further  facilities  should  be  given  for  promoting  the 
purchase  of  land  by  occupying  tenants.  Their  report  is  strongly  in 
favour  of  such  facilities  being  given.  They  point  out  that  when 
estates  are  offered  for  sale  there  is  a  general  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  tenantry  to  become  absolute  owners  of  their  farms,  and  they 
express  the  belief — in  which  almost  everyone  must  share — that  a 
substantial  increase  in  this  way  in  the  number  of  small  proprietors 
would  give  stability  to  the  social  system  in  Ireland,  and  would  tend 
to  spread  contentment,  and  promote  industry  and  thrift  amongst 
the  Irish  peasantry.  ' 

How,  then,  have  such  desirable  results  been  thwarted?  The 
Bright  clauses  were  founded  on  the  expectation  that  properties  sold 
by  the  Landed  Estates  Court  could  be  divided  into  lots  suited  to 
the  tenant's  wishes ;  and  to  enable  a  tenant  to  purchase  his  holding 
the  Board  of  Works  was  authorised  to  advance  him  two-thirds  of 
the  purchase  money  to  be  secured  on  mortgage.  They  also  contem- 
plated a  sale  direct  from  landlord  to  tenant,  and  gave  some 
facilities  towards  such  an  arrangement  being  effected.  This  latter 
plan  fitiled  completely,  and  the  former  has  not  been  successful  itt 
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practice*  The  causes  to  which  the  fiiilure  is  attributed  are  varied, 
and  are  mostly  of  a  too  technical  character  to  be  here  detailed  ;  but 
the  principal  would  appear  to  be  the  insufficient  opportunities 
afforded  to  tenants  by  the  Landed  Estates  Court  in  the  division  of 
the  estates  into  convenient  sized  lots,  the  insufficient  loan  by  the 
Board  of  Works,  the  difficulties  and  expense  attending  the  transfer 
of  real  property,  and  finally,  the  want  of  information  amongst  the 
tenants  as  to  the  terms  and  method  of  conducting  the  purchase,  as 
well  as  the  expense.  The  Committee  said  the  fundamental  difficiilty 
of  the  present  system  was  the  division  of  the  lots  to  suit  the  tenant 
purchasers  without  injuring  the  interests  of  those  whose  property 
was  being  sold;  and  they  were  imable  to  see  any  other  way  of 
effecting  the  desired  object  than  that  of  constituting  some  body 
which  should  be  entrusted  with  sufficient  funds  to  enable  them  to 
purchase  suitable  estates  when  offered  for  sale,  with  the  view  of 
afterwards  selling  the  same  to  so  many  of  the  tenants  as,  with  the 
aid  of  advances  through  the  Board  of  Works,  might  be  able  and 
willing  to  buy  ;  and  disposing  of  the  residues  (if  any)  at  such  times 
and  in  such  manner  as  would  be  most  productive. 

There  are  of  course  many  objections  to  this  scheme,  but  the  end 
to  be  obtained  is  so  desirable,  and  involves  in  so  many  different  ways 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  that  imless  some  other  more  satisfactory 
scheme  can  be  devised,  the  experiment  at  least  should  be  made.  No 
^jreater  experiment  was  ever  made  in  dealing  with  Irish  problems 
than  the  constitution  of  the  Encumbered  Estates  Court,  yet  it  was 
most  eminently  successful,  and  to  its  instrumentality  is  owing  much 
of  the  prosperity  Ireland  now  enjoys ;  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
imother  court  or  body  which  should  fulfil  the  functions  pointed  out 
for  it  by  the  Committee  might  confer  even  greater  benefit  upon  the 
-country.  The  subject  was  brought  forward  in  Parliament  last 
Se^on,  and  although  the  resolution  proposed  was  met  at  first  by 
-opposition  from  the  Government,  yet  the  opinion  in  the  House  of 
Commons  was  so  decided  in  favour  of  measures  being  taken  towards 
£Eu;ilitating  the  creation  of  a  peasant  proprietary  in  Ireland,  that 
the  Government  had  to  withdraw  their  opposition.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  although  the  matter  was  shelved  for  a  season,  no  length  of  time 
will  be  permitted  to  elapse  before  it  is  brought  forward  again  and 
satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

We  could  urge  much  in  favour  of  every  possible  facility  being 
given  towards  creating  a  peasant  proprietary  in  Ireland.  We  believe 
that  such  a  class  would  be  an  immense  advantage  to  the  country  in 
^very  way,  and  that  its  creation  would  be  the  crowning  and  most 
successful  of  England's  efforts  to  conciliate  Ireland.  Substantial 
reforms  of  this  nature,  calculated  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
people,  and  to  give  them  a  fixed  interest  in  the  soil  to  which  they 
4u:^  devotedly  attached,  can  alone  destroy  the  germs  of  im- 
practicable agitation  in  the  sister  island,  and  unite  it  on  a  basis  of 
-common  interest  with  the  Empire. 
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i  rpHE  gardener  and  his  wife/  Mr.  Tenny6<m  tells^iis,  *  laugh  at  the 
X  claims  of  long  descent.'  If  it  be  so,  the  laugh  is  nattmd,  for 
orlr  first  fwirents  were  *  novi  homing*  and  could  not  appreciate  what 
thej  did  not  possess.  Nevertheless,  in  all  nations  which  have  achieved 
any  kind  of  eminence,  particular  families  have  stood  out  <Joil8picuoilsly 
for  generation  after  generation  as  representatives  of  political  prin- 
ciples, as  soldiers  or  statesmen,  as  ruling  in  their  immediate  neighbour- 
hoods with  delegated  authority,  and  receiving  homage  voluntarily 
offered.  They  have  furnished  the  finer  tissues  in  the  corporate  body 
of  the  national  life,  and  have  given  to  society  its  unity  and  coherence. 
In  times  of  war  they  have  fallen  fireely  on  the  battle-field.  In  times 
of  discord  and  civil  strife  their  most  illustrious  member^  have  been  the 
first  to  bleed  on  the  "Scaffold.  An  English  family,  it  has  be^  said, 
takes  rank  according  to  the  number  of  its  members  which  have  been 
hanged*  With  men,  as  with  animals  and  plants,  peculiar  properties 
are  propagated  by  breeding.  Each  child  who  has  inherited  a  noble 
name  feels  a  special  call  to  do  no  dishonour  to  it  by  unworthy  actions. 
The  fanrily  falls  in  pieces  when  its  characteristics  disappear.  But, 
be  the  cause  what  it  may,  there  is  no  instance,  ancient  or  modem,  of 
any  long  protracted  national  existence  where  an  order  of  aristocracy 
and  gentry  are  not  to  be  found  preserving  their  identity,  their  influence, 
and  their  privileges  of  birth  through  century  after  century.  They 
have  no  monopoly  of  genius.  A  gifted  man  rises  out  of  the  people, 
receiving  his  patent  of  nobility,  as  Bums  said,  *  direct  from  Almighty 
God.'  He  makes  a  name  and  a  position  for  himself ;  but  when  the 
name  is  made,  he  hands  it  <m,  with  distinction  printed  upon  it,  to  his 
children  and  his  children's  children.  More  is  expected  from  the  sons 
of  eminent  parents  than  from  other  men,  and  if  the  transmitted  quality 
is  genuine  more  comes  out  of  them.  It  is  not  talent.  Talent  is  but 
partially  hereditary,  if  at  all.  The  virtue  that  runs  in  the  blood  is 
superiority  of  courage  or  character;  and  courage  and  character,  far  more 
than  cleverness,  are  the  conditions  indispensable  for  national  leaders. 
Thus  without  exception,  in  all  great  peoples,  hereditary  aristocracies 
have  formed  themselves,  and  when  aristocracies  have  decayed  or  dis- 
appeared the  state  has  degenerated  along  with  them.  The  fall  of  ano- 
bility  may  be  a  cause  of  degeneracyy  or  it  may  only  be  a  symptom ;  but 
the  phenomenon  itself  is  a  plain  matter  of  fiujt,  true  hitherto  under  all 
forms  of  political  constitution,  monarchic,  oligarchic,  or  republioan. 
Eepublics  have  held  together  as  long  as  they  have  been  strung  with 
patrician  sinews ;  when  the  sinews  crack  the  republic  becomes  a 
demoeracy,  and  the  unity  of  the  conunonwealth  is  shivered  itrto  a 
heap  of  disconnected  atoms,  each  following  its  own  laws  of  gravitati(m 
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towaids  its  imagined  iater^sts.  Athens  and  Borne,  the  Italian  Be- 
publics,  the  great  kingdoms  vfhich  rose  out  of  the  wreck  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  tell  the  same  story.  The  modem  Spaniard  reads  the  records 
«f  the  old  greatness  of  his  country  on  the  tombs  of  the  Castilian 
nobles,  and  in  the  ruins  of  their  palaces.  They  and  the  gloiy  of  the 
Spanish  race  have  departed  together.  The  Alvas  and  the  OUvarez's, 
^  Da  Leyva^  and  Mendozas  may  have  deserved  their  fall,  but  .when 
they  fedl,  and  no  others  had  arisen  in  their  places,  the  nation  felL 
Hitherto  no  nation  has  been  able  .,to  sustain  itself  in  a  front  ^lace 
without  an  aristocracy  of  some  kind  maintained  as  the  hereditary 
principle.  So  far  the  answer  of  history  is  unifonn.  The  United 
States  may  inaugurate  a  new  experience.  With  the  one  exception  of 
the  Adams's,  the  great  men  who  have  shown  as  yet  in  American 
history  have  left  no  representatives  to  stand  at  present  in  the  front 
political  ranks.  There  are  no  Washingtons,  no  Franklins,  no  Jeffer- 
8ons»  no  Clays  or  Randolphs  j;iow  governing  states  or  leading  debates 
in  Congress.  How  long  this  will  continue,  how  long  th^  determina- 
tion that  all  men  shall  start  equal  in  the  race  of  life  will  prevail 
against  the  instinctive  tendencies  of  successful  men  to  perpetuate  their 
names  is  the  most  interesting  of  political  problems.  The  American 
nationality  is  as  yet  too  young  for  conclusions  to  be  built  on  what  it 
has  do^e  hitherto,  or  has  forborne  to  do.  We  shall  know  better  two 
centuries  hence  whether  equality  and  the  ballot-box  provide  better 
leaders  for  a  people  than  the  old  methods  of  birth  and  training. 
France  was  cut  in  pieces  in  the  revolution  of  1793,  and  flimg  into  the 
Medean  .  caldron,  expecting  to  emerge  again  with  fresh  vitality.  The 
rash  experiment  has  not  succeeded  up  to  this  time,  and  here  too  we 
.must  wait  for  what  her  future  will  bring  forth.  So  far  the  nations 
which  have  democratized  themselves  have  been  successful  in  producing 
indefinite  quantities  of  money.  If  money  and  money-making  will 
secure  their  stability,  they  may  look  forward  hopefuUy — ^not  otherwise. 

We,  too,  have  travelled  far  on  the  same  road.  We  can  continue 
to  say, '  Thank  God  we  have  still  a  House  of  Lords,'  but  it  is  a  House 
of  Lords  which  is  allowed  to  stand  with  a  conditional  tenure.  It 
must  follow,  it  must  not  lead,  the  popular  will.  It  has  been  preserved 
rather  as  an  honoured  relic  of  a  state  of  things  which  is  passing  away, 
than  as  representing  any  actiial  forces  now  existing.  We  should  not 
dream  of  creating  a  hereditary  branch  of  legislature  if  we  had  to 
b^in  over  again ;  being  there,  we  let  it  remain  as  long  as  it  is 
harmless.  Nevertheless,  great  families  have  still  a  hold  upon  the 
country,  either  from  custom  or  from  a  sense  of  their  value.  Seven- 
and-forty  years  are  gone  since  the  great  democratic  Refonn  Bill, 
yet  the  hereditary  peers  must  still  give  their  consent  to  every  law 
which  passes.  Their  sons  and  cousins  form  a  majority  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  even  philosophic  Radicals  doubt  if  the  character  of 
the  House  would  be  improved  without  men  there  whose  position  in 
society  is  secured,  and  who  can  therefore  afford  to  be  patriotic.  How 
bng  a  privileged  order  will  hold  its  ground  against  the  tendencies  of 
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the  age  depends  upon  itself  and  upon  the  objects  which  it  places 
before  itself.  If  those  who  are  within  the  lines  retain,  on  the  whole, 
a  superior  tone  to  those  outside,  and  if  access  to  the  patrician  order 
is  limited  to  men  who  have  earned  admission  there  by  real  merit,  the 
Upper  House  will  be  left  in  spite  of  ballot  and  universal  suffrage,  or 
perhaps  by  means  of  them,  for  generations  to  come.  But  the 
outlook  is  not  without  its  ugly  features,  and  should  anything  happen 
to  stir  the  passions  of  the  people  as  they  were  stirred  half  a  century 
ago,  the  English  peerage  would  scarcely  live  through  another  storm. 

Whatever  futiure  may  be  in  store  for  them,  the  past  at  any  rate  is 
their  own,  and  they  are  honourably  proud  of  it.  The  Roman  preserved 
in  his  palace  the  ashes  of  his  titled  ancestors,  and  exhibited  their 
images  in  his  saloons.  The  English  noble  hangs  the  armour  which 
was  worn  at  Flodden  or  at  Crefy  in  his  ancestral  hall.  He  treasures  up 
the  trophies  and  relics  of  generations.  The  stately  portraits  of  his  sires 
look  down  upon  him  from  the  walls  of  his  dining-room.  When  he  dies 
his  desire  is  like  the  prayer  of  the  Hebrews,  to  be  buried  in  the  sepulchre 
of  his  fathers.  There  only  is  the  fitting  and  peaceful  close  of  a  life 
honourably  spent.  There  the  first  founder  of  the  fieunily  and  his 
descendants  rest  side  by  side,  after  time  has  ceased  for  each  of  them, 
to  be  remembered  together  by  the  curious  who  spell  through  their 
epitaphs,  and  to  dissolve  themselves  into  common  dust.  Occasionally, 
as  a  more  emphatic  memorial,  the  mausoleum  becomes  a  mortuary 
chapel  attached  to  some  parish  church  or  cathedral.  The  origind 
purpose  was  of  course  that  a  priest,  specially  appointed,  should  say 
masses  there  immediately  close  to  the  spot  where  their  remains  were 
lying.  The  custom  has  outlived  the  purpose  of  it,  and  such  chapels 
are  to  be  met  with  in  Protestant  countries  as  often  as  in  Catholic. 
The  most  interesting  that  I  ever  saw  is  that  of  the  Mendozas  in  the 
cathedral  at  Burgos.  It  is  the  more  aflfecting  because  the  Mendozas 
have  ceased  to  exist.  Nothing  survives  of  them  save  their  tombs, 
which,  splendid  as  they  are,  and  of  the  richest  materials,  are  charac- 
teristically free  from  meretricious  ornament.  There  lie  the  figures  of 
the  proudest  race  in  the  whole  nobility  of  Spain ;  knight  and  lady, 
prelate  and  cardinal.  The  stories  of  the  lives  of  most  of  them  are 
gone  beyond  recovery,  and  yet  in  those  stone  features  can  be  read 
character  as  pure  and  grand  as  ever  did  honoiur  to  humanity.  If  a 
single  family  could  produce  so  magnificent  a  group,  we  cease  to 
wonder  how  Spain  was  once  the  sovereign  of  Europe,  and  the  Spanish 
Court  the  home  of  courtesy  and  chivaliy. 

Next  in  interest  to  the  monuments  of  the  Mendozas,  and  second 
to  them  only  because  the  Mendozas  themselves  are  gone,  are  the 
tombs  of  the  house  of  Russell  in  the  chapel  at  Cheneys,  in  Bedford- 
shire. The  claims  of  the  Russells  to  honourable  memory  the  loudest 
Radical  will  acknowledge.  For  three  centuries  and  a  half  they  have 
led  the  way  in  what  is  called  progress.  They  rose  with  the  Reforma- 
tion. They  furnished  a  martyr  for  the  Revolution  of  1688.  The 
Reform  Bill  is  connected  for  ever  with  the  name  of  Lord  John.  To 
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know  the  biographies  of  the  dead  Russells  is  to  know  English  history 
for  twelve  generations ;  and  if  the  progress  with  which  we  are  so 
deUghted  leads  us  safely  into  the  Promised  Land,  as  we  are  bound 
to  believe  that  it  will,  Cheneys  ought  to  become  hereafter  a  place  of 
pious  pilgrimage. 

The  village  stands  on  a  chalk  hill  rising  from  the  little  river  Ches, 
four  miles  from  Eickmansworth,  on  the  road  to  Amersham.  The 
estate  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  it  is  pervaded  by  an  aspect 
of  serene  good  manners,  as  if  it  was  always  Sunday.  No  vulgar 
noises  disturb  the  general  quiet.  Cricket  may  be  played  there,  and 
bowk  and  such  games  as  propriety  allows — but  the  oldest  inhabitant 
can  never  have  heard  an  oath  spoken  aloud,  or  seen  a  drunken  man. 
Dirt  and  poverty  are  equally  unknown.  The  houses,  large  and  small, 
are  solid  and  substantial,  built  of  red  brick,  with  high  chimneys  and 
pointed  gables,  and  well  trimmed  gardens  before  the  doors.  A.  Gothic 
fouDtain  stands  in  the  middle  of  the  village  green,  under  a  cluster  of 
tall  elms,  where  picturesque  neatly  dressed  girls  go  for  the  purest 
water.  Beyond  the  green  a  road  runs,  on  one  side  of  which  stands 
the  church  and  the  parsonage,  on  the  other  the  remains  of  the  once 
spacious  manor  house,  which  was  built  by  the  first  Earl  of  Bedford 
on  the  site  of  an  old  castle  of  the  Plantagenet  kings.  One  wing  of 
the  manor  house  only  survives,  but  so  well  constructed,  and  of  material 
flo  admirable,  that  it  looks  as  if  it  had  been  completed  yesterday.  In 
a  field  under  the  window  is  an  oak  which  tradition  says  was  planted 
by  Queen  Bess.  More  probably  it  is  as  old  as  the  Conquest.  The  entire 
spot,  church,  mansion,  cottages,  and  people  form  a  piece  of  ancient 
England  artificially  preserved  from  the  intrusion  of  modem  ways. 
No  land  is  let  on  building  lease  in  Cheneys  to  be  disfigured  by  con- 
tractors' villas.  No  flaring  shops,  which  such  villas  bring  behind 
them,  make  the  street  hideous.  A  single  miscellaneous  store  supplies 
the  simple  wants  of  the  few  inhabitants — the  bars  of  soap,  the  bunches 
of  dip  candles,  the  tobacco  in  ounce  packets,  the  tea,  coffee,  and 
«iigar,  the  balls  of  twine,  the  strips  of  calico.  Even  the  bulFs-eyes 
and  gingerbread  for  the  children  are  not  unpermitted,  so  that  they 
are  honestly  made  and  warranted  not  to  be  poisonous.  So  light  is 
the  business  that  the  tidy  woman  who  presides  at  the  counter  com- 
bines with  it  the  duties  of  the  post-office,  which  again  are  of  the 
simplest  kind.  All  is  old-£ishioned,  grave,  and  respectable.  No 
signs  are  to  be  found  of  competition,  of  the  march  of  intellect,  of 
emancipation,  of  the  divine  right  of  each  man  and  woman  to  do  what 
is  good  in  their  own  eyes — of  the  blessed  liberty  which  the  House  of 
Russell  has  been  so  busy  in  setting  forward.  The  inhabitants  of 
Cheneys  live  under  authority.  The  voice  of  the  Russells  has  been  the 
'voice  of  the  emancipator — the  hand  has  been  the  hand  of  the  ruling 
noble. 

The  Manor  House  contains  nothing  of  much  interest.  In  itself, 
though  a  fragment,  it  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  mason  work  of  the 
Tudor  times,  and  if  not  pulled  down  will  be  standing  strong  as  ever 
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-when  the  new  London  squares  are  turned  to  dost  heaps.  Witii  its 
high  pitched  roofs  and  dusters  of  curiously  twists  chimneys  it  ha& 
served  as  a  model  for  the  architecture  of  the  village,  the  smallest 
cottages  looking  as  if  tliey  had  grown  from  seeds,  which  had  been 
dropped  by  the  central  mansion. 

All  this  is  pretty  enough,  but  the  attracti(m  of  the  place,  to  a 
Granger  is  the  Church  and  what  it  contains.    I  had  visited  it  before 
more  than  once,  but  I  wished  to  inspect  the  monuments  more  closely.. 
I  ran  down  from  London  one  evening  in  Jime  to  the  village  inn, 
and  in  the  morning,  soon  after  sunrise,  when  I  was  in  less  danger  of 
having  the  officious  assistance  thrust  upon  me  of  clerk  or  sexton,  I 
eaimtered  over  to  see  if  I  could  enter.    The  keys  were  kept  at  aa 
adjoining  cottage.    The  busy  mataron  was  already  up  preparing  h«r 
husband's  early  breakfast.    When  I  told  her  that  I  had  special  per- 
mission she  unlocked  the  church  door  and  left  me  to  myself.  With- 
in, as  without,  all  was  order.    No  churchwardens,  it  was  plain  enough,- 
had  ever  been  allowed  to  work  their  will  at  Chenejrs.   Nay,  the  un- 
challenged loyalty  to  constitutional  liberty  must  have  saved  the  Church 
from  the  visits  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Long  Parliament.    In  the 
walls  are  old  Catholic  brasses,  one  representing  a  parish  priest  of  the 
place  with  the  date  of  1512,  and  a  ecroU  praying  for  mercy  on  Ids 
«ouL  Strange  to  think  that  this  man  had  said  Mass  in  the  veiy  place 
where  I  was  standing,  and  that  the  memory  of  him  had  been  pre* 
served  by  the  Bussells,  till  the  wheel  had  come  round  again  and  a 
Catholic  hierarchy  had  been  again  established  in  England  with  its 
Cardinals  and  Archbishops  and  Bishops.    Will  Mass  be  ever  said  in 
Cheneys  again  ? — ^not  the  sham  mass  of  the  Ritualists,  but  the  real 
thing?  Who  that  looks  on  England  now  can  say  that  it  will  not  ?  And 
four  miles  off  is  Amersham,  where  John  ICnox  used  to  preach,  and 
Queen  Mary's  Inquisitors  gathered  their  batches  of  heretics  for  Smith-- 
field.    On  the  pavement  against  the  wall  lies  a  stone  figure  of  an  old 
knight,  finished  only  from  the  waist  upwards.    The  knight  is  in  his 
armour,  his  wife  rests  at  his  side ;  the  hands  of  both  of  them  revere 
ently  folded.    Opening  from  the  church  on  the  north  side,  but  pri- 
vate and  not  used  for  service,  is  the  Bussell  Chapel.    Below  is  the 
vault  where  the  remains  lie  of  most  of  the  family  who  have  borne 
the  name  for  three  centuries  and  a  half. 

On  a  stone  tablet  over  the  east  window  are  the  words  *  This  Chapel 
is  built  by  Anne,  Countess  of  Bedford,  wife  to  John,  Earl  of  Bedford, 
A.D.  1556.'  It  was  the  year  in  which  Queen  Mary  was  most  busy 
offering  her  sacrifices  to  persuade  Providence  to  grant  her  an  heir. 
The  chapel,  therefore,  by  a  curious  irony,  must  have  been  consecrated 
with  Catholic  ceremonies. 

The  earliest  monument  is  the  tomb  of  this  Lady  Anne  and  her 
husband,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  Europe.  The  material 
is  alabaster;  the  pink  veins  in  the  stone  being  abundant  enough  to 
give  a  purple  tint  to  the  whole  construction.  The  workmanship  is 
extremely  elaborate,  and  belongs  to  a  time  when  the  temper  of  men 


1879]     Ohekeys  and  the  'House  of  Russell.  365. 


was  Btall  ilianly  and  stern,  and  when  the  mediaeval  reverence  for  death 
•Ivas  stiU  unspoilt  by  insincerity  and  aflfectation.    The  hands  ure 
fold^  in  the  oMlnanner.  The  figures  are  not  represented  as  sleeping, , 
but  fts  in  a  trance,  \f ith  the  eyes  wide  open. '  The  faces  are  evidently 
careful  likenesses.   The  Earl  had  lost  an  eye  in  action — ^the  lid  droops 
over  th^  socket  as  in  life.    His  head  rests  on  his  corslet,  his  sword  is  at 
his  side.    He  wears  a  light  xsoronet  and  his  beard  &lls  low  on  his  breast. 
Hie  features  do  not  denote  a  man  of  genius,  but  a  loyal  and  worthy 
servant  of  the  State,  cautious,  prudent,  and  thoughtful.    The  lady's- 
fiioe  is  more  remarkable,  and  it  would  seem  from  the  pains  which 
have  been  taken  with  it  that  the  artist  must  have  personally  known 
and  admired  her,  while  the  Earl  he  may  have  known  only  by  his 
portarait.    The  forehead  of  the  Lady  Anne  is  strong  and  broad,  the 
fiose  large,  the  lipe  full  but  severely  and  expressively  closed.  She 
lookb  upwards  as  she  lies,  with  awe,  but  with  a  bold  heart,  stem  as  a 
Soman  matron.    The  head  is  on  a  cushion,  but  the  earl's  baldric  would 
have  formed  as  suitable  a  pillow  for  a  figure  so  commanding  and  so 
powerful.    It  is  a  pity  that  we  know  so  little  of  this  lady.    She  was 
the  daughter  of  Sir  Guy  Sapcote,  of  Huntingdonshire.    Her  mother 
wag  a  Cheney,  and  through  her  the  Cheneys  estate  fell  to  its  present 
owners.    She  had  been  twice  married  and  twice  a  widow  when  her 
hand  was  sought  by  Sir  John  Russell.    At  that  time  she  was  in  the 
household  of  Catherine  of  Arragon ;  but  she  had  no  liking  for  the 
cause  which  Catherine  represented,  or  Catherine's  daughter  either. 
She  died  while  Mary  was  still  on  the  throne,  but  in  her  will  she  gave 
a  significant  proof  that  she  at  least  had  not  bowed  the  knee  when 
Baal  was  brought  in  again.    She  bequeathed  her  soul  to  Almighty 
God,  'trusting  only  by  the  death  and  passion  of  his  dear  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  to  be  saved.'    This  is  all  that  can  be  said  of  '  the  mighty 
mother '  of  the  Russells  to  whose  side  they  are  gathered  as  they  fall ; 
but  if  the  stern  portrait  speaks  truth,  her  sons  have  inherited  gifts- 
fi^m  her  more  precious  by  fer  than  the  broad  lands  in  Bedford  and 
Huntingdon. 

The  Eussells,  or  Rozeb,  are  on  the  Battle  Roll  as  having  come 
from  Normandy  with  the  Conqueror.  They  played  their  part  imder 
the  Plantagenets,  not  without  distinction,  and  towards  the  end  of 
the  fifteenth  century  were  a  substantial  family  settled  at  Barwick,  in 
Dorsetshire.  In  the  year  1506,  John,  son  and  heir  of  the  reigning 
head  of  the  house,  had  returned  from  a  tour  on  the  continent, 
bringing  back  with  him  accomplishments  rare  at  all  times  vrith 
young  proud  Englishmen,  and  at  that  day  unheard  of  save  among 
the  officially-trained  clergy.  Besides  his  other  acquisitions  he  could 
speak  French,  and  probably  German.  It  happened  that  in  that 
winter  the  Archduke  Philip,  with  his  mad  wife  Joanna,  sister  of 
Catherine  of  Arragon,  was  on  his  way  from  the  Low  Coimtries  to 
Spain.  As  he  was  going  down  channel  he  was  driven  by  a  gale  into 
•Weymouth,  and  having  been  extremely  sea-sick,  he  landed  to 
recover  himself.    Foreign  princes  are  a  critical  species  of  guest.^ 
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The  relations  of  Henry  VII.  with  Joanna's  father,  Ferdinand,  were 
just  then  on  a  doubtful  footing.  Prince  Arthur  was  dead.  Catherine 
was  not  yet  married  to  his  brother  Henry,  nor  was  it  at  all  certain 
that  she  was  to  marry  him;  and  when  so  great  a  person  as  the 
Archduke,  and  so  nearly  connected  with  Ferdinand,  had  come  into 
England  uninvited,  the  authorities  in  Dorsetshire  feared  to  let  him 
proceed  on  his  voyage  till  their  master's  pleasure  was  known.  A 
courier  was  despatched  to  London,  and  meanwhile  Sir  Thomas 
Trenchard,  the  most  important  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood, 
invited  the  whole  party  to  stay  with  him  at  Wolverton  Hall. 
Trenchard  was  Russell's  cousin.  His  own  linguistic  capabilities  were 
limited,  and  he  sent  for  his  yoimg  kinsman  to  assist  in  the  royal 
visitors'  entertainment.  Bussell  came,  and  made  himself  extremely 
useful.  Henry  YII.  having  pressed  the  Archduke  to  come  to  him  at 
Windsor,  the  Archduke  carried  his  new  friend  along  with  him,  and 
.spoke  so  warmly  of  his  talents  and  character  to  the  king  that  he 
was  taken  at  once  into  the  household.  So  commenced  the  new  birth 
of  the  Bussell  house.  Most  men  have  chances  opened  to  them  at 
one  time  or  another.  Young  Russell  was  one  of  the  few  who  knew 
how  to  grasp  opportunity  by  the  forelock.  He  was  found  apt  for 
^y  kind  of  service,  either  with  pen  or  sword,  brain  or  hand.  He 
went  with  Henry  VIII.  to  his  first  campaign  in  France.  He  was  at 
the  siege  of  Therouenne,  and  at  the  battle  of  the  Spurs.  For  an 
inten'al  he  was  employed  in  political  negotiation.  Then  we  find 
him  one  of  sixteen  English  knights  who  held  the  lists  against  all 
comers  at  Paris  on  the  marriage  of  Louis  XII.  with  the  Princess 
Mary.  In  the  war  of  1522  he  lost  his  eye  at  the  storming  of 
Morlaix,  and  was  knighted  for  his  gallantry  there.  Immediately 
afterwards  he  was  employed  by  Henry  and  Wolsey  on  an  intricate  and 
dangerous  service.  Louis  XII.  was  dead.  The  friendship  between 
England  and  France  was  broken,  and  Henry  and  his  nephew  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  were  leagued  together  against  the  young  Francis. 
Charles  was  aiming  at  the  conquest  of  Italy.  Henry  had  his  eye 
on  the  French  crown,  which  he  dreamt  of  recovering  for  himself. 
Francis  had  afironted  his  powerful  kinsman  and  subject,  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon.  Bourbon  had  intimated  that  if  England  would  provide 
him  with  money  to  raise  an  army  he  would  recognise  Henry  as  his 
liege  lord,  and  John  Bussell  was  the  person  sent  to  ascertain  whether 
Bourbon  might  be  trusted  to  keep  his  word.  Bussell  it  seems  was 
satisfied.  The  money  was  provided  and  was  committed  to  Bussell's 
oare,  and  the  great  powers  of  Europe  made  their  first  plunge  into 
the  convulsions  which  were  to  last  for  more  than  a  century.  Little 
did  Henry  and  Charles  know  what  they  were  doing,  or  how  often 
they  would  ch?inge  partners  before  the  game  was  over.  Bourbon 
invaded  Provence,  Sir  John  Bussell  attending  upon  him  with  the 
English  treasure.  The  war  rolled  across  the  Alps,  and  Bussell  saw 
the  great  battle  fought  at  Pavia,  where  France  lost  all  save  honour, 
^nd  the  French  king  was  the  prisoner  of  the  Emperor. 
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Then,  if  ever,  was  the  time  for  Henry's  dream  to  have  been: 
accomplished,  but  it  became  too  clear  that  the  throne  of  France  was 
not  at  Bourbon's  disposition ;  and  that  even  if  he  had  been  willing 
and  able  to  keep  his  word  the  Emperor  had  no  intention  of  allowing^ 
him  to  keep  it.    Henry  and  Wolsey  had  both  been  foiled  in  the 
object  nearest  to  their  heai-ts,  for  Henry  could  not  take  the  place  of 
Francis,  and  Wolsey,  who  had  meant  to  be  pope,  saw  the  Cardinal  de 
Medici  chosen  instead  of  him.    So  followed  a  shift  of  policy. 
Charles  V.  was  now  the  danger  to  the  rest  of  Europe.    Henry  joined' 
himself  with  France  against  his  late  ally.    Francis  was  to  be 
Kberated  from  his  Spanish  prison,  and  was  to  marry  Henry's  daugh- 
ter.  Catherine  of  Arragon  was  to  be  divorced,  and  Henry  was  to 
marry  a  French  princess,  or  some  one  else  in  the  French  interest. 
The  adroit  Russell  in  Italy  was  to  bring  Milan,  Venice,  and  the 
Papacy  into  the  new  confederacy.    An  ordinary  politician  looking- 
then  at  the  position  of  the  pieces  on  the  European  chess  board,, 
would  have  said  that  Charles,  in  spite  of  himself  would  have  beeu 
compelled  to  combine  with  the  German  princes,  and  to  take  up  the 
cause  of  the  Reformation.    The  Pope  was  at  war  with  him.  Clement, 
Henry,  and  Francis  were  heartily  friends.    Henry  had  broken  a 
lance  with  Luther.    Bourbon's  army,  which  had  conquered  at  Pavia, 
was  recruited  with  lanz-knechts,  either  Lutherans  or  godless  ruffians. 
Bourbon's  army  was  now  Charles's ;  and  food  being  scanty  and  pay 
not  forthcoming,  the  duke  was  driven,  like  another  Alaric,  to  fling 
himself  upon  Rome,  and  storm  and  plunder  the  imperial  city.  It 
is  curious  and  touching  to  find  Clement  clinging  in  such  a  hurricane 
to  England  and  Henry  as  his  surest  supports.    Russell  had  been 
staying  with  him  at  the  Vatican  on  the  eve  of  the  catastrophe.  He 
had  gone  home  before  the  Germans  approached,  and  missed  being 
present  at  the  most  extraordinary  scene  in  the  drama  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  when  the  Holy  Father,  from  the  battlements  of  St.  Angelo, 
saw  his  city  sacked,  his  churches  pillaged,  his  sacred  sisterhoods  out- 
raged, his  cardinals  led  in  mockery  on  asses'  backs  through  the  streets 
by  wild  bands,  acting  under  the  order,  or  in  the  name,  of  the  most 
Citholic  King. 

An  attitude  so  extravagant  could  not  endure.  A  little  while,  and 
the  laws  of  spiritual  attraction  had  forced  the  various  parties  into 
more  appropriate  relations.  The  divorce  of  Catherine  went  forward. 
The  Pope  fell  back  on  Catherine's  Imperial  nephew ;  England  broke 
with  the  Holy  See,  and  the  impulses  which  were  to  remodel  the  modem 
world  flowed  into  their  natural  channels.  Russell's  friend,  Thomas 
Cromwell,  became  Henry's  chief  minister ;  and  Russell  himself,  though 
the  scheme  which  he  had  been  employed  to  forward  had  burst  like  a 
bubble,  still  rose  in  his  Sovereign's  confidence.  He  was  at  Calais 
with  Henry  in  1532  when  Anne  Boleyn  was  publicly  received  by 
Francis. .  He  was  active  in  the  suppression  of  the  monasteries,  and 
presided  at  the  execution  of  the  Abbot  of  Glastonbury.  Again,  when 
Anne  Boleyn  fell  into  disgrace,  Russell,  who  was  now  Privy  Seal,  was 
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appointed  with  her  uncle  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to  examine  into  the 
charges  against  her.    Through  all  the  changes  of  Henry's  later  years, 
when  the  scaffold  became  so  near  a  neighbom:  of  the  Bojal  closet, 
Eussell  remained  always  esteemed  and  trusted.    At  the  birth  of  the 
young  Edward  he  was  made  a  peer,  as  Baron  Russell  of  Cheneys. 
The  year  after  he  received  the  Garter.    As  Warden  of  the  Stan- 
.  naries  he  obtained  the  lands  and  mines  of  the  suppressed  Abbey  of 
Tavistock.    When  his  old  master  died  he  was  carried  on  with  the 
Tising  tide  of  the  Eeformation.    He  took  Miles  Coverdale  for  his 
chaplain,  and  obtained  the  Bishopric  of  Exeter  for  him.    At  hier 
house  in  the  Strand  was  held  the  conference  on  the  Eucharist^  when 
^he  strangest  of  all  human  superstitions  was  banished  for  a  time  from 
•the  English  liturgy.    Lord  Bussell's  vigorous  hand  suppressed  the 
Catholic  rebellion  in  Devonshire.    The  Earldom  of  Bedford  came 
next.    His  estates  grew  with  his  rank.    Wobum  Abbey  fell  to  him 
on  easy  terms,  for  i£e  Lords  of  the  Coxmcil  were  first  in  the  field, 
^nd  had  the  pick  of  the  spoil.    Faction  never  tempted  him  out  of 
the  even  road.    He  kept  aloof  from  the  quarrels  of  the  Seymours 
and  the  Dudleys.    When  Somerset  was  attainted,  the  choicest  morsel 
of  Somerset's  forfeited  estates— Covent  Garden  and  'the  seven  acres' 
— was  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford.    Edward's  death  was  a  critical 
moment.    Bedford,  like  the  rest  of  his  Council,  signed  the  instru^ 
ment  for  the  succession  of  Lady  Jane  Grey.    Like  the  rest,  he 
^changed  his  mind  when  he  saw  Lady  Jane  repudiated  by  the  country.. 
The  blame  of  the  conspiracy  was  thrown  on  the  extreme  Protestant 
faction.    The  moderate  Liberals  declared  for  Mary,  and  by  retaining 
their  places  and  their  influence  in  the  Council  set  limits  to  the 
reaction,  and  secured  the  next  succession  to  Mary's  sister.  Mary's 
•Government  became  Catholic,  but  Bedford  continued  Privy  Seal.  A 
rebellion  broke  out  in  Devonshire;  this  time  a  Prot^tant  one. 
Bedford  was  the  person  who  put  it  down.    His  last  public  act  was  to 
go  with  Lord  Paget  to  Spain  to  bring  a  Spanish  husband  home  for 
his  queen.    He  sailed  with  Philip  from  Corunna.    He  was  at  the 
memorable  landing  at  Southampton,  and  be  gave  away  his  mistress 
at  the  marriage  at  Winchester.    A  few  months  later  he  died,  after 
fifty  years  of  service  in  the  most  eventful  period  of  modem  English 
history.    His  services  were  splendidly  rewarded,  and  he  has  been 
repioached  in  consequence  as  a.  trimmer  and  a  time-server.  But 
revolutions  are  only  successful  when  they  advance  on  a  line  lying 
between  two  extremes,  and*  resulting  from  their  compound  action. 
To  be  a  trimmer  at  such  a  time  is  to  have  discerned  the  true  direc- 
tion in  which  events  are  moving,  and  to  be  a  wise  man  in  whom  good 
sense  is  stronger  than  enthusiasm.    John  Bussdl's  lot  was  cast  in  aa 
era  of  convulsion,  when  Europe  was  split  into  hostile  camps,  when 
religion  was  a  shuttlecock  of  faction,  Catholics  and  Protestants,  as 
they  wwe  alternately  uppermost,  sending  their  antagonists  to  stake- 
•or  scaffold.    Russell  represented  the  true  feeling  of  the  majority  of 
Englishmen.    They  were  ready  to  move  with  the  age,  to  ^ake  off 


Digitized  by  Google 


iS^grj     Cheneys  and  the  House  of  Russell:  ^  369 


the!oId  tyranny  of  the  Cborch,  to  pnt  an  end  to  monadic  i(|Ienef(By 
and  to  repudiate  the  authority  of  .  thb  Popa  Blit  ^they  had  .no 
inclination  to '  Bubstittite  ' dogmatic  Trotestantismf  for  dogmatic 
OatiioUcism.  They  felt  instinctively  that  theologians  kneWhut  little 
after  all  of  the  subject  for  which  they  were  so  eager  to  persecute 
eacfa'othei%'and  that  the  world  had  oth^r  interests  besides  those  which 
weref  technically  called  religidus ;  and  on  one  point  through  all  that 
trying  time  they  were  specially  determined,  that  they  would  have  no 
second!  war  in  England  of  rival  Roses,  no  more  fieldfl  of  Towton  or 
B&raet..  .  They  would  work  out  their  reformation,  dinc^  a  refonaation 
ti?Bce  was  to  be,:  within  the  law  and  by  the  form*  of  it,  aad  if 
aithusiasts  diose  to.  break  into  rebeUibn,  or  even  passively  to  reftiso 
obedience  to  .the  law  like  More  or  Fisher,  they  might  be  admin^  for 
their  genciDus  spirit,' biit  they  w^re  struck  down  .  without  hesitotion 
or  mercy '  Who  shall  say  that  the  resolution  Was  not  a  Wise  one,  or 
that  meiB  Who  acted  upon  it  are  proper  objects  of  historical  invective  ? 

The  mission  to  Spain  rounds  ©fif  John  BusselFs  story.  Itoona- 
meneed'  with  his  introductioii  to  Philip's  grand&ther.  It-  ended 
with  Philip's  marriage  to  the  English  QueeiL  Throvjghout  his  life, 
his  political  sjnnpathieff  were  rather  Imperial  than  French,  as  English 
faelhig  generally  was.  He  was  gone  before  the  .Marian  persecution' 
«sumed  its  darker  character ;  and  until  the  stake  beeanae  so  busy,  ft 
wise  lUierai  statesman  might  reasonaUy  have  looked  on  Mary's 
marriage:  ^'with  her  cousin  as  promising  peace  for  the '  country,  and  aa 
a  happy 'endings  of  an  old  quarrel.' 

.  Lady'Anne  lived  to  complete  the  Cheneys  chapel;  she  died  tw 
yeon^  after  her  husband,  and  the  Bussells  were  then  tlureatened  yntii 
a  change  of  fortime.  The  next  Earl,  Francis — ^Francis  *  with*  th^  big 
head' — was  bom  in  1528.  His  monument  stands  if^^t  that- of  hb 
fcthar  and  mother,  and  is  altogether  inferior  to  it. .  The  two  figures, 
theJBarl  himself  and  the  Countess  Margaret,  are  of  alabaster  like  the 
first,  and  thoi^h  wanting  in  dignity,  are  not  in  themselves  wholly 
offensive ;  but  according  to  the  vile  taste  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
they  are  tawdrily  coloured  in  white,  and  red,  and  gold^  and  are  lowered 
from  the  worthiness  of  sculpture  to  the  level  of  a  hairdresser's  model 
<»of  the.painted  Highlander  at  the  door  of  a  tobacco  shop.  Piei^  in 
England  had  by  this  time  passed  over  to  the  Puritans,  and  Art, 
divorced  &om  its  proper  inspiration,  represented  human  beings  as  no 
better  than  wearers  of  State  clothes^  The  Earl '  with  the  big  head ' 
deserves  a  more  honourable  portrait  of  himself,  or  dee^rves  at^  least, 
that  the  paint  should  be  washed  off.  He  was  brdugbtr  forward  early 
in  public  life.  He  was  Sheriff  of  Bedfordshire  when  he  was  nineteen. 
He  sate  in  the  Parliament  of  1 5  5 3,  when  the  Prayer-book  w$a  purged 
of  idolatry*  In  religion,  taught  perhaps  by  bis  mother,  he  was  dis- 
tinctly Protestant,  and  when  his  .fether  died  he  was  laid  hold  of  a9 
suspect  by  Grardiner.  He  escaped  and  joined  the  English  exiles  at 
<3«9ieva*  Atthe  accessioaofElizabethhewas'calledhome,'te9tored  to 
his  estates^  and  placed  on  the  Privy  Council^  and  whet  it  pleased 
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Mary  Stuart,  then  Queen  of  France,  to  assume  the  Royal  Arms  of 
England,  and  declare  herself  the  rightful  owner  of  the  English 
crown,  the  Earl  of  Bedford  was  sent  to  Paris  to  require  that 
ambitious  lady  to  limit  those  dangerous  pretensions  and  to  acknow- 
ledge Elizabeth. 

Here  it  was  that  Bedford  began  his  acquaintance  with  Mary- 
Stuart  ;  an  acquaintance  which  was  to  be  renewed  under  more  agita- 
ting conditions.  At  Greneva,  he  had  been  intimate  with  the  leading 
Eeformers,  Scotch  as  well  as  English.  When  Mary  began  her  in- 
trigues with  the  Catholic  party  in  England,  Bedford  was  sent  to 
Berwick  as  Governor,  where  he  could  keep  a  watch  over  her  doings, 
and  be  in  constant  communication  with  Knox  and  Miuray.  He 
received  and  protected  Murray  at  the  time  of  the  Darnley  marriage. 
Euthven  fled  to  him  after  the  mimier  of  Bizzio ;  and  from  Buthven's 
lips  Bedford  wrote  down  the  remarkable  despatch,  describing  the 
details  of  the  scene  in  that  suite  of  rooms  at  Holyrood  which  has 
passed  into  our  historical  literature. 

The  Queen  of  Scots  was  regarded  at  this  time,  by  the  great  body 
of  the  English  people,  as  Elizabeth's  indisputable  heir.  Catholic 
though  she  might  be,  her  hereditary  right  was  respected  as  Mary 
Tudor's  had  been,  and  had  Elizabeth  died  while  Darnley  was  alive^ 
she  would  have  succeeded  as  easily  as  James  succeeded  afterwards* 
When  James  was  bom  he  was  greeted  on  his  arrival  in  this  world  as 
a  Prince  of  the  blood  Eoyal,  and  Bedford  was  sent  to  Stirling  to  the 
christening  with  fine  presents  and  compliments  from  his  mistress. 
The  shadow  of  the  approaching  tragedy  hung  over  the  ceremony. 
Bedford  was  conducted  to  the  nursery  to  see  the  child  in  his  cradle. 
Among  the  gifts  which  he  had  brought  was  a  font  of  gold,  which  held 
the  water  in  which  James  was  made  a  Christian.  Mary  in  return 
hung  a  chain  of  diamonds  on  Bedford's  neck;  never  missing  an 
opportunity  of  conciliating  an  English  noble.  But  the  English 
ambassador  was  startled  to  observe  that  the  Queen's  husband  seemed 
of  less  consideration  in  her  Court  than  the  meanest  footboy.  The 
Queen  herself  scarce  spoke  to  him;  the  courtiers  passed  him  by  with 
disdain.  Bedford  set  it  down  to  the  murder  of  Bizzio,  which  he 
supposed  to  be  still  unforgiven,  and  he  gave  Mary  a  kindly  hint 
that  the  poor  wretch  had  friends  in  England  whom  in  prudence  she 
would  do  well  to  remember.  Two  months  after  came  Kirk  o'  Field, 
and  then  the  Bothwell  marriage,  Carberry  Hill,  Lochleven,  Langside, 
the  flight  to  England,  the  seventeen  years  in  which  the  caged  eagle 
beat  her  wings  against  her  prison  bars,  and,  finally,  the  closing  scene 
in  the  hall  at  Fotheringay. 

As  his  father  had  supported  the  rights  of  Mary  Tudor,  so  the 
second  Earl  would  have  upheld  the  rights  of  Mary  Stuart  till  she 
had  lost  the  respect  of  the  country.  But  after  Darnley's  death  the 
general  sense  of  England  pronounced  her  succession  to  be  impossible* 
Bedford  stood  loyally  by  his  own  mistress  in  the  dangers  to  which  she 
was  exposed  from  the  rage  of  the  disappointed  Catholics.    He  was 
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not  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Council  who  were  chosen  to  examine  the 
•celebrated  Gasket  letters,  for  he  was  absent  at  Berwick,  but  he  sate  on 
the  trial  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  he  joined  in  sending  him  to  the 
scaffold.  He  died  in  1585,  two  years  before  Mary  Stuart's  career 
was  ended,  but  not  before  it  was  foreseen  what  that  end  must  be. 
One  other  claim  must  not  be  forgotten  which  the  second  Earl 
possesses  upon  the  memory  of  Englishmen.  ^  The  famous  Drake  was 
bom  upon  his  estate  at  Tavistock.  The  Earl  knew  and  respected  his 
parents,  and  was  godfather  to  their  child,  who  derived  from  him  the 
name  of  Francis.  It  was  strange  to  feel  that  the  actual  remains  of 
the  man  who  had  played  a  part  in  these  great  scenes  were  lying 
beneath  the  stones  half  a  dozen  yards  from  me.  He  sleeps  sound, 
and  the  jangle  of  human  discords  troubles  him  no  more. 

He  had  two  sons,  neither  of  whom  is  in  the  vaults  at  Cheneys. 
Francis,  the  eldest,  was  killed  while  his  fether  was  alive,  in  a  skirmish 
on  the  Scotch  border.  William  fought  at  Zutphen  by  the  side  of 
Philip  Sidney.  For  five  years  he  was  Viceroy  of  Ireland,  which 
he  ruled  at  least  with  better  success  than  Essex,  who  came  after  him. 
This  William  was  made  Lord  Eussell  of  Thomhaugh,  and  brought  a 
second  peerage  into  the  family.  Their  sister  Anne  was  married  to 
Ambrose  Du^ey,  Earl  of  Warwick,  the  brother  of  Elizabeth's  Leicester. 

The  third  Earl,  Edward,  was  the  son  of  Francis  who  was  killed  in 
the  north,  and  succeeded  his  grandfather  when  a  boy  of  eleven.  In 
him  the  family  genius  slept.  He  lived  undisting^hed  and  harmless, 
and  died  in  1627,  having  left  unfulfilled  even  the  simple  duty  of 
batting  an  heir.  He  was  followed  by  his  cousin  Francis,  son  of  his 
uncle.  Lord  Thomhaugh,  and  the  divided  houses  again  became  one. 

This  Francis  was  called  the  wise  Earl.  He  was  a  true  Bussell, 
zealous  for  the  Constitution  and  the  constitutional  liberties  of  Eng- 
land. He  had  been  bred  a  lawyer,  and  understood  all  the  arts  of 
Parliamentary  warfare.  At  the  side  of  Eliot,  and  Pym,  and  Selden, 
he  fought  for  the  Petition  of  Eight,  and  carried  it  by  his  own  energy 
through  the  House  of  Lords.  Naturally  he  made  himself  an  object 
of  animosity  to  the  Court,  and  he  was  sent  to  the  Tower  as  a  reward 
of  his  courage.  They  could  not  keep  him  as  they  kept  Eliot,  to  die 
there.  He  was  released,  but  the  battle  had  to  be  waged  with 
weapons  which  a  Bussell  was  not  disposed  to  use.  When  he  was 
released  he  withdrew  from  politics,  leaving  the  storm  to  break  on 
other  heads,  and  he  set  himself  to  improve  his  property  and  drain 
the  marshes  about  Whittlesea  and  Thomey.  If  solid  work  well  done, 
if  the  addition  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  to  the  soil  available 
for  the  support  of  English  life  be  a  title  to  honourable  remembrance, 
this  Earl  ranks  not  the  lowest  in  the  Cheneys  pantheon.  He  and  his 
countess  lie  in  the  vault,  with  several  of  their  children  who  died  in 
childhood ;  they  are  commemorated  in  a  monument  not  imgraceful 
in  itself,  were  not  it  too  daubed  with  paint  and  vulgarised  by  gilding ; 
one  of  the  little  ones  is  a  baby,  a  tambino  swaddled  round  with 
wrappings  which  had  probably  helped  to  choke  the  infant  life  out  of  it. 
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The  wise  Earl  died  immediately  after  the^'opening  of  the  Long 
Parliament.'  William  Russell,  his  eldest  son,  had  beto* returned  to 
'  the  House  of  Commons  along  with  Pym  as  membet  for  Tavistock. 
The  Bedford  interest  doubtless  gave  Pym  his  seat  there.  His  fatber's 
death  removed  him  from  the  stormy  atmosphere  of  the  Lower  House, 
and  he  was  unequal  to  the  responsibilities  which  hid  new  position 
threw  upon  him.  Civil  war  was  not  a  thefitre  on  which  any  Bussell 
was  likely  to  distinguish  himself,  and  Earl  William  less  than  any  of 
them.  The  old  landmarks  were  submerged  under  the  deluge.  He 
was  washed  from  side  to  side,  fighting  alternately  in  the  field  for 
King  and  Parliament.  He  signed  the  Covenant  in  1645,  but  he 
found  Wobum  a  pleasanter  place  than  the  council  chamber,  and 
thenceforward,  till  Cromwell's  death,  he  looked  on  and  took  no  part 
in  public  life.  Charles  twice  visited  him;  once  on  his  way  back  to 
Oxford  after  his  failure  at  Chester,  and  again  in  1647,  when  he 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  army,  then  quartered  between  Bedford  and 
St.  Albans.  It  was  at  the  time  of  the  army  manifesto,  when  the 
•  poor  King  imagined  that  he  could  play  oflf  Cromwell  against  the 
Parliament,  and  in  fact  was  playing  away  his  own  life.  After  the 
negotiations  were  broken  off,  Charles  went  from  Wobum  to  Latimers,. 
a  place  close  to  Cheneys,  from  the  windows  of  which,  in  the  hot 
August  days,  he  miist  have  looked  down  on  the  Cheneys  valley  and 
seen  the  same  meadows  that  now  stretch  along  the  bottom,  and  the 
same  hanging  beech  woods,  and  the  same  river  sparkling  among  its 
flags  and  rushes,  and  the  cattle  standing  in  the  shiillows.  The  world 
plunges  on  upon  its  way ;  generation  follows  generation,  playing  its. 
part,  and  then  ending.  The  quiet  earth  bears  with  them  one  after 
the  other,  and  while  idl  else  changes,  itself  is  changed  so  little. 

This  Earl  was  memorable  rather  from  what  befell  him  than  from 
anything  which  he  did.  He  was  the  first  duke,  and  he  was  the  father 
of  Lord  William,  whom  English  constitutional  history  has  selected  to- 
honour  as  its  chief  saint  and  martyr.  The  Eussells  were  not  a  family 
which  was  likely  to  furnish  martyrs.  They  wanted  neither  courage, 
nor  generally  decision  of  character,  but  they  were  cool  and  prudent ; 
never  changing  their  colours,  but  never  rushing  on  forlorn  hopes,, 
or  throwing  their  lives  away  on  ill-considered  enterprises. 

Lord  William  had  perhaps  inherited  some  exceptional  quality  in 
his  blood.  His  mother  was  the  beautiful  Anne  Carr,  daughter  of 
Carr,  Earl  of  Somerset,  the  favoiurite  of  James  I.,  and  of  Francis 
Howard,  the  divorced  wife  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  the  hero  and 
heroine  of  the  great  oyez  of  poisoning,  with  its  black  surroundings 
of  witchcraft  and  devilry.  The  old  Earl  Francis  had  sate  upon  their 
trial.  He  had  been  horrified  when  his  son  had  proposed  to  marry 
the  child  of  so  ominous  a  pair.  But  Lady  Anne  was  not  touched 
by  the  crimes  of  her  parents.  Her  loveliness  shone  perhaps  the 
more  attractively  against  so  dark  a  background.  Her  character  must 
have  been  singularly  innocent,  for  she  grew  up  in  entire  ignorance 
that  her  mother  had  been  tried  for  murder.  The  family  opposition  1 
was  reluctantly  withdrawn,  and  young  Russell  mamed  her. 
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This  pair,  EarliWiUiam-rafterwards  ])uke-*-and  the  liady  Anne 
Carr^  dre  the  chief  figures  in  the  most  ostentations  monument  in 
the  Buseell  chapeL  They  are  seated  opposite  each  other  in  an 
attitude  of,  violent  grief,  their  bodies  flung  back,  their  heads  buried 
in  their  hands  in  th6  anguish  of  petrified  despair.  They  had  many 
ehildreti,  medallions  of  whom  are  ranged  on  either  side  in  perpen- 
dicular rows.  In  the  centre  is  the  eldest — the  occasion  of  the  sorrow 
so  conspicuously  exhibited— whose  head  fell  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 
The  execution  of  this  medallion  is  extremely  good  ;  the  likeness-r-^if 
we  may  judge  from  the  extant  portraits  of  Lord  William— is  very 
remarkable.  The  expression  is  lofty  and  distinguished,  more  nearly 
resembling  that  of  the  first  Countess  than  that  of  any  of  her  other 
descendants ;  but  there  is  a  want  of  breadth,  and  the  features  are 
depressed  and  gloomy.  It  is  a  noble  face,  yet  a  face  which  tells  of 
aspirations  and  convictions  unaccompanied  with  the  force  which  could 
carry  them  out  into  successful  action.  It  stands  with  a  sentence  of 
doom  upon  it,  the  central  object  in  a  group  of  sculpture  which,  as  a 
whole,  is  afiected  and  hysterical.  A  man  so  sincere  and  so  honour- 
able deserves  a  simpler  memorial,  but  it  is  not  uncharacteristic  of  the 
pretentiousness  and  unreality  which  have  been  the  drapery  of  the 
modern  Whigs— their  principles  good  and  true  in  themselves,  but 
made  ridiculous  by  the  extravagance  of  self-laudation. 

Lord  William's  wife  is  a  beautiful  figure  in  the  story,  and  she  lies 
by  his  side  in  the  Cheneys  vaiilt.  She  was  Kachel  Wriothesley, 
daughter  of  Lord  Southampton;  her  mother  being  a  De  Bouvigny, 
one  of  the  great  Huguenot  fiatmilies  in  France.  The  tragedy  of  Lord 
William  scarcely  needs  repeating.  The  Eestoration  was  an  ex- . 
periment,  to  try  whether  the  liberties  of  England  were  compatible 
with  the  maintenance  of  a  dynasty  which  was  Catholic  at  heart,  and 
was  for  ever  leaning  as  far  as  the  times  would  permit  to  an  avowal  of 
Catholic  belief.  Charles  II.  had  been  obliged  to  hide  his  real  creed, 
and  pretend  to  Protestantism  as  a  condition  of  his  return.  But 
the  Catholic  party  grew  daily  stronger.  Charles  had  no  son,  and 
the  Duke  of  York  was  not  Catholic  only,  but  fanatically  Catholic* 
Lord  William  led  the  opposition  in  Parliament.  He  shared  to  the 
bottom  of  his  heart  in  the  old  English  dread  and  hatred  of  Popery. 
He  impeached  Buckingham  and  Arlington.  He  believed  to  the  last 
in  the  reality  of  the  Popish  plot,  and  he  accepted  Gates  and  Dangej- 
field  as  credible  witnesses.  He  carried  a  Bill  prohibiting  Papists 
firom  sitting  in  Parliament.  If  Papists  could  not  sit  in  Parliament, 
stiU  less  ought  they  to  be  on  the  tbrone,  and  the  House  of  Commons, 
under  his  inftuence,  passed  the  Exclusion  Bill,  cutting  ofi*  the  Duke 
of  York.  Bussell  carried  it  with  his  oym  hands  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  session  after  session,  dissolution  after  dissolution,  he  tried 
to  force  tiie  Lords  to  agree  to  it.  No  wonder  that  the  Duke  of  York 
hated  him,  and  would  not  spare  him  when  he  caught  him  tripping. 
When  constitutional  opposition  failed,  a  true  Bussell  would  have  been 
content  to  wait.   Lord  William  drifted  into  something  which,  if  not 
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treason,  was  curiously  like  it,  and  under  the  shadow  of  his  example  a 
plot  was  formed  by  ruder  spirits  to  save  the  nation  by  killing  both 
the  Duke  and  the  King.  Lord  William  was  not  privy  to  the  Rye 
House  affair,  but  he  admitted  that  he  had  taken  part  in  a  consulta-  . 
tion  for  putting  the  country  in  a  condition  to  defend  its  liberties  by 
force,  and  the  enemy  against  whom  the  country  was  to  be  on  its  guard 
was  the  heir  to  the  crown. 

Martyrs  may  be  among  the  best  of  men,  but  they  are  not 
commonly  the  wisest.  To  them  their  particular  theories  or  opinions 
contain  everything  which  makes  life  of  importance,  and  no  formula 
ever  conceived  by  man  is  of  such  universally  comprehensive  character 
that  it  must  be  acted  upon  at  all  hazards  and  regardless  of  time  and 
opportunity.  The  enthusiast  imagines  that  he  alone  has  the  courage 
of  his  convictions ;  but  there  is  a  &ith,  and  perhaps  a  deeper  faith, 
which  can  stand  still  and  wait  till  the  fruit  is  ripe,  when  it  can  be 
gathered  without  violence.  Each  has  its  allotted  part.  The  noUe 
generous  spirit  sacrifices  itself  and  serves  the  cause  by  suffering. 
The  indignation  of  the  country  at  the  execution  of  Sidney  and 
Russell  alienated  England  finally  and  &tally  from  the  House  of 
Stuart.  Lord  WiUiam  and  his  Mend  were  canonized  as  the  saints 
of  the  revolution,  but  the  harvest  itself  was  gathered  by  statesmen  of 
more  common  clay,  yet  perhaps  better  fitted  for  the  working  business 
of  life. 

Lord  William's  trial  was  attended  with  every  feature  which 
could  concentrate  the  nation's  attention  to  it.  The  Duke  of  York 
was  the  actual  and  scarcely  concealed  prosecutor.  Lady  Rachel 
appeared  in  court  as  her  husband's  secretary.  It  is  idle  to  say  that 
he  was  unjustly  convicted.  He  was  privy  to  a  scheme  for  armed 
resistance  to  the  G-ovemment,  and  a  Grovemment  which  was  afraid 
to  pmiish  him  ought  to  have  abdicated.  Charles  Stuart  had  been 
brought  back  by  the  deliberate  will  of  the  people.  As  long  as  he 
was  on  the  throne  he  was  entitled  to  defend  both  himself  and  liis 
authority.  Lord  Russell  was  not  like  Hampden,  resisting  an  unconsti- 
tutional breach  of  the  law.  He  was  taking  precautions  against  a  danger 
which  he  anticipated  but  which  had  not  yet  arisen.  A  Government 
may  be  hateful,  and  we  may  admire  the  courage  which  takes  arms 
against  it ;  but  the  Government,  while  it  exists,  is  not  to  be  blamed  for 
protecting  itself  with  those  weapons  which  the  law  places  in  its  hands. 

He  died  beautifully.  Every  effort  was  made  to  save  him.  His 
father  pleaded  his  own  exertions  in  bringing  about  the  restoration. 
But  the  Duke  of  York  was  inexorable,  and  Lord  William  was 
executed.  The  Earl  was  consoled  after  the  Revolution  with  a 
dukedom.  His  mother,  Lady  Anne,  did  not  live  to  recover  from 
the  shock  of  her  son's  death.  In  the  midst  of  her  wretchedn^  she 
found  accidentally  in  a  room  in  Wobum  a  pamphlet  with  an  account 
of  the  Overbury  murder.  For  the  first  time  she  learnt  the  dreadful 
story.  She  was  found  senseless,  with  her  hand  upon  the  open  page, 
and  she  never  rallied  from  the  blow. 
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Lady  Bachel  lived  far  into  the  following  century,  and  was  a 
venerable  old  lady  before  she  rejoined  her  husband.  Once  at  least 
while  alive  Lady  Bachel  visited  Cheneys  Chapel.  Her  foot  had  stood 
on  the  same  stones  where  mine  were  standing ;  her  eyes  had  rested  on 
the  same  sculptured  figures. 

^  I  have  accomplished  it,'  she  wrote,  *  and  am  none  the  worse  for 
having  satisfied  my  longing  mind,  and  that  is  a  little  ease — such 
d^[ree  of  it  as  I  must  look  for.  I  had  some  business  there,  for  that 
to  me  precious  and  delicious  friend  desired  I  would  make  a  little 
monument  for  us,  and  I  had  never  seen  the  place.  I  had  set  a  day 
to  see  it  with  him  not  three  months  before  he  was  carried  thither, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  boy's  illness.' 

*  She  would  make  a  little  monument.'  And  out  of  that  modest 
hope  of  hers  has  grown  the  monstrous  outrage  upon  taste  and 
simplicity,  which  we  may  piously  hope  was  neither  designed  nor 
approved  by  the  admirable  Iiady  Rachel. 

Lord  William  had  pressed  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
beyond  the  law ;  another  Bussell  has  been  accused  of  treason  to  the 
sacred  traditions  of  the  family.  Edward,  the  youngest  brother  of 
Earl  Francis,  the  first  Duke,  who  lies  with  the  rest  at  Cheneys,  had  a 
son,  who  was  one  of  the  few  Russells  that  was  famous  in  arms — the 
admiral  who  won  the  battle  of  La  Hogue,  saved  England  from 
invasion,  and  was  rewarded  with  the  Earldom  of  Orford.  Admiral 
Bussell,  like  Marlborough,  notwithstanding  his  brilliant  services, 
was  beyond  doubt  in  correspondence  with  the  Court  of  St.  Germains, 
and  equally  beyond  doubt  held  out  hopes  to  the  banished  King  of 
deserting  William  and  carrying  the  fleet  along  with  him.  The  real 
history  of  these  mysterious  transactions  is  unknown,  and  perhaps^ 
never  will  be  known.  William  was  personally  unpopular.  His 
manner  was  imgracious.  He  was  guilty  of  the  impardonable  sin  of 
bemg  a  foreigner,  which  Englishmen  could  never  forget.  A  restora- 
tion like  that  of  Charles  II.  seemed  at  one  time,  at  least,  one  of 
the  chances  which  were  on  the  cards — and  cautious  politicians 
may  not  have  felt  that  they  were  committing  any  serious  violation  of 
trust  in  learning  directly  from  James  the  securities  for  rational 
liberty  which  he  was  ready  to  concede.  The  negotiation  ended, 
however,  in  nothing — and  it  is  equally  likely  that  it  was  intended  to 
end  in  nothing.  James's  own  opinion  was  that  *  Admiral  Bussell 
did  but  delude  the  King  with  the  Prince  of  Orange's  permission.' 
It  is  needless  to  speculate  on  the  motives  of  conduct,  which,  if  we 
knew  them,  we  should  be  unable  to  enter  into.  To  the  student  who 
looks  back  over  the  past,  the  element  of  imcertainty  is  eliminated. 
When  the  future,  which  to  the  living  man  is  contingent  and  dim, 
obscuring  his  very  duties  to  him,  has  become  a  realised  fact,  no 
effort  of  imagination  will  enable  the  subsequent  enquirer  to  place 
himself  in  a  position  where  the  fact  was  but  floating  possibility. 
The  services  both  of  Churchill  and  Bussell  might  be  held  great 
enough  to  save  them  from  the  censures  of  critics,  who.  in  their  arm* 
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chairs  at  a  distance  of  two  centuries,  moralise  on  the  meaanesBes  of 
great  men. 

'  The  Admiral,  at  any  rate,  is  not  among  his  kindred  in  the  Cheneys 
vatdt.  He  was  buried  at  his  own  home,  and  his  peerage  and  his 
lineage  are  extinct. 

"  I'he  Dukedom  has  made  no  difference  in  the  attitude  of  the  Bed- 
ford £Euniiy*  A  more  Olympian  dignity  has  surrounded-  the  chiefs  of  . 
th^  house,  but  they  have  continued,  without  exception,  staunch  friends 
of  liberty ;  advocates  of  the  things  called  Reform  and  Pro^esSy  which  < 
have  taken  the  place  of  the  old  Protestant  cause ;  and  the  younger 
scms  have  fought  gallantly  like  their  forefathers  in  the  front  ranks  of 
the  battle.  We  may  let  the  dukes  glide  by  wearing  the  honours 
which  democracy  allows  to  stand,  because  they  are  gradually  ceasing 
to  have  any  particular  meaning.  We  pass  on  to  the  last  Russell  for 
whom  the  vault  at  Cheneys  has  unlockeid  *  its  marble  jaws ; '  the  old 
statesman  who  filled  so  large  a  place  for  half  a  century  in  English 
public  life,  whose  whole  existence  from  the  time  whai  he  passed  out 
of  childhood  spent  in  sharp  political  conflict^  under  the  eyes  of 
the  keenest  party  criticisms,  and  carried  his  reputation  off  the  stage 
at  last,  unspotted  by  a  single  act  which  his  biographers  are  called  on 
to  palliate. 

To  the  Tories,  in  the  days  of  the  Reform  Bill,  Lord  John  Russell  was 
the  tribune  of  an  approaching  violent  revolution.  To  the  Radicals  he 
was  the  Moses  who  was  leading  the  English  nation  into  the  promised 
land.  The  alarm  and  the  hope  were  alUce  imaginary.  The  wave  has 
gone  by,  the  crown  and  peerage  and  church  and  primogeniture  stand 
where  they  were,  and  the  promised  land,  alas  1  is  a  land  not  running 
with  com  and  wine,  but  running  only  with  rivers  of  gold,  at  which 
those  who  drink  are  not  refireshed.  To  the  enthusiasts  of  Progress 
the  Reform  Bill  of  183 1  was  to  be  a  fountain  of  life,  in  which  society 
was  to  renew  its  youth  like  the  eagle.  High-born  ignorance  was 
to  disappear  &om  the  great  places  of  the  nation :  we  were  to  be 
nUed  only  by  Nature's  aristocracy  of  genius  and  virtue.  The  ine- 
qualities of  fortune  were  to  be  re-adjusted  by  a  truer  scale,  and  merit, 
and  merit  only,  was  to  be  the  road  to  employment  and  distinction. 
We  need  not  quarrel  with  a  well-meant  measure  because  foolish 
hopes  were  built  upon  it.  But  ^erienced  men  say  that  no  one 
useful  tiling  has  been  done  by  the  Reformed  Parliament  which  the 
old  Parliament  would  have  refused  to  do ;  and  for  the  rest,  it  begins 
to  be  suspected  that  the  reform  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  is 
not  the  substitution  of  a  wise  and  just  government  for  a  government 
which  was  not  wise  and  just,  but  the  abolishment  of  government 
altogether,  and  the  leaving  each  individual  man  to  follow  what  he 
calls  his  interest — a  process  under  which  the  English  people  are 
becoming  a  congregation  of  contending  atoms,  scrambling  every  one 
of  them  to  snatch  a  larger  portion  of  good  things  than  its  fellow. 

It  is  idle  to  quarrel  with  the  inevitable.  Each  generation  has 
its  work  to  do.    Old  England  could  continue  no  longer;  and  the 
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proUem  for  the  statesmen-  of  the  first  half  of  this  century  was  to  > 
make  the  process  of  trapsformation  a  quiet  and  not  a  violent  one 
The  business  of  I^rd  Joh^  fiussell  was  to  save  us  from  a  second  . 
edition  of  the  French  Eevolution ;  and  if  he  thought  that  something  , 
higher  or  better  would  come  of  it  than  we  have  seen,  or  are  likely 
to  see,  ,  it  is  well  that  men  are  able  to  indulge  in  such  pleasant  illu- 
sions to  make  the  road  the  lighter  for  them.  The  storms  of  his 
I  early  life  had  long  passed  awsy  before  the  end  came.  He  remained 
the  leacjer  of  the  Liberal  party  in  the  House  of  Commons  during  the 
many  years  in  which  the  administration  was  in  the  Liberal  h^ndsj 
and  he  played  his  part  with  a  prudence  and  good  sense,  of  which  we 
have  basn  more  conscious,  perhaps,  since  the  late  absence  of  these 
quaUties.  Lord  John  Kussell  (or  Earl  Bussell  as  he  became)  never 
played  with  his  country's  interests  for  the  advantage  of  his  party  1 
Calumny  never  whispered  a  suspicion  either  of  his  honour  or  his 
patriotism,  and  Tory  and  Sadical  alike  followed  him  when  he  retired  . 
with  affectionate  respect.  In  Cheneys  church  there  is  no  monument 
of  him.  His  statue  will  stand  appropriately  in  the  lobby  of  the 
House,  where  he  fought  and  won  his  many  battles.  It  may  be  said 
of  him^  as  was  said  of  Peel,  that  we  did  not  realise  his  worth  till 
he  was  taken  from  us.  In  spite  of  progress,  we  have  not  produced 
another  man  who  can  make  us  forget  his  loss. 

Here,  too,  beneath  the  stones,  lies  another  pair,  of  whom  the 
world  spoke  much,  and  knew  but  little — Earl  Russell's  yoimg  son, 
who  died  prematurely  before  his  father,  and  that  son's  still  younger 
wife.  Lord  Amberley  also  was  a  true  Russell,  full  of  talent,  following 
truth  and  right  wherever  they  seemed  to  lead  him ;  and  had  life 
heen  allowed  him  he  too  would  have  left  his  mark  on  his  generation* 
He  was  carried  away,  it  was  said,  into  extreme  opinions.  It  is  no 
unpardonable  crime.  H^s  father,  too,  in  his  young  days,  had 
admired  Napoleon  and  the  French  Revolution ;  had  admired  many 
things  of  which  in  age  he  formed  a  juster  estimate.  We  do  not 
augur  well  of  the  two-year*old  colt,  whose  paces  are  as  sedate  as  those 
of  an  established  roadster,  who  never  rears  when  he  is  moimted, 
or  flings  out  his  heels  in  the  overflow  of  heart  and  spirit.  Our  age 
has  travelled  fast  and  far  in  new  ways,  tossing  off  traditions  old  as 
the  world  as  if  they  were  no  better  than  worn-out  rags.  And  the 
^dent  and  hopeful  Amberley  galloped  far  in  front  in  pursuit  of 
what  he  called  Liberty,  not  knowing  that  it  was  a  false  phantom 
which  he  was  following;  not  freedom  at  all, — ^but  anarchy.  The 
wise  world  held  up  its  hands  in  horror  ;  as  if  any  man  was  ever  good 
for  anything  whose  enthusiasm  in  his  youth  has  not  outrun  his 
understanding.  Amberley,  too,  would  have  learnt  his  lesson  had 
time  been  granted  him.  He  would  have  learnt  it  in  the  best  of 
schools — ^by  his  own  experience.  Happy  those  who  have  died  young 
if  they  have  left  a  name  as  little  spotted  as  his  with  grosser  faults 

follies. 

She,  too,  his  companion,  went  along  with  him  in  his  philosophy 
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of  progress,  each  most  extravagant  opinion  tempting  her  to  play  with 
it.  True  and  simple  in  herself,  she  had  been  bred  in  (Usdain  of 
tmreality.  Transparent  as  air,  pure  as  the  fountain  which  bubbles 
tip  from  below  a  glacier,  she  was  encouraged  by  her  very  innocence  in 
speculations  against  which  a  nature  more  earthly  would  have  been  on 
its  guard.  She  so  hated  insincerity  that  in  mere  wantonness  she 
trampled  on  affectation  and  conventionality,  and  she  would  take  up 
and  advocate  theories  which,  if  put  in  practice,  would  make  society 
impossible,  while  she  was  as  little  touched  by  them  herself  as  the 
seagull's  wings  are  wetted  when  it  plunges  into  the  waves. 

The  singular  ways  of  the  two  Amberleys  were  the  world's  wonder 
for  a  season  or  two.  The  world  might  as  well  have  let  them  alone. 
The  actual  arrangements  of  things  are  so  far  fix)m  excellent  that 
young  ardent  minds  become  Eadical  by  instinct  when  they  first 
become  acquainted  with  the  world  as  it  actually  is.  BadicaUsm  is 
tamed  into  reasonable  limits  when  it  has  battered  itself  for  a  few 
years  against  the  stubborn  bars  of  fact,  and  the  conversion  is  the 
easier  when  the  Badical  is  the  heir  of  an  earldom.  The  Amberleys, 
who  went  further  than  Lord  Sussell  had  ever  done  in  the  pursuit  of 
imaginary  Utopias,  might  have  recoiled  further  when  they  learnt 
that  they  were  hunting  after  a  dream.  Peace  be  with  them.  They 
may  dream  on  now,  where  the  world's  idle  tattle  can  touch  them  no 
more. 

The  ghostly  pageant  of  the  Eussells  has  vanished.  The  silent 
hours  of  the  summer  morning  are  past,  and  the  sounds  outside  tell 
that  the  hamlet  is  awake  and  at  its  work.  The  quiet  matron  must 
resmne  the  charge  of  the  church  keys,  that  intruders  may  not  stray 
into  the  sanctuary  unpermitted.  In  Catholic  countries  the  church 
doors  stand  open ;  the  peasant  pauses  on  his  way  to  the  fields  for  a 
moment  of  meditation  or  a  few  words  of  prayer.  The  kneeling 
figures,  on  a  week  day  morning,  are  more  impressive  than  Sunday 
rituals  or  preacher's  homily.  It  was  so  once  here  in  Cheneys,  in  the 
time  of  the  poor  priest  whose  figure  is  still  on  the  wall.  Was  the 
Eeformation,  too,  the  chase  of  a  phantom?  The  freedom  of  the 
church  at  all  events  is  no  longer  permitted  here  in  Protestant 
England.  I  too  must  go  upon  my  way  back  to  the  village  inn, 
where — for  such  things  have  to  be  remembered — breakfast  and  a 
young  companion  are  waiting  for  me.  It  is  worth  while  to  spend  a 
day  at  Cheneys,  if  only  for  the  breakfast — breakfast  on  fresh  pink 
trout  from  the  Ches,  fresh  eggs,  fresh  yellow  butter,  cream  undefiled 
by  chalk,  and  home-made  bread  untouched  with  alum.  The  Eussells 
have  been  the  apostles  of  progress,  but  there  is  no  progress  in  their 
own  dominion.  The  ducal  warrantry  is  on  everything  which  is  con- 
sumed there. 

The  Sim  was  shining  an  hour  ago.  It  is  now  raining ;  it  rained 
all  yesterday ;  the  clouds  are  coming  up  from  the  south  and  the  wind 
is  soft  as  oU.  The  day  is  still  before  us,  and  it  is  a  day  made  for 
trout  fishing.   The  chapel  is  not  the  only  attraction  at  Cheneys. 
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No  river  in  England  holds  finer  trout,  nor  trout  more  willing  to  be 
caught.  Why  fish  will  rise  in  one  stream  and  not  in  another  is  a 
problem  which  we  must  wait  to  understand,  as  Bret  Harte  says,  in 
*  another  and  a  better  world.'  The  Ches  at  any  rate  is  one  of  the 
fevoured  waters.  Great  too  is  the  Duke  of  B^ford — great  in  the 
millions  he  has  spent  on  his  tenants'  cottages — ^great  in  the  remission 
of  his  rents  in  the  years  when  the  seasons  are  unpropitious — great 
in  the  administration  of  his  enormous  property;  but  greater  thatt 
all  in  the  management  of  his  fishing,  for  if  he  gives  you  leave  to 
fish  there,  you  have  the  stream  for  the  day  to  yourself.  You  are 
in  no  danger  of  seeing  your  fevourite  pool  already  flogged  by 
another  sportsman,  or  of  finding  rows  of  figures  before  you  fringing 
the  river  bank,  waving  their  long  wands  in  the  air,  each  followed 
by  his  boy  with  basket  and  macintosh.  *  Competition '  and  '  the 
greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest  number '  are  not  heard  of  in  this^ 
antique  domain.  A  day's  fishing  at  Cheneys  means  a  day  by  the  best 
water  in  England  in  the  fisherman's  paradise  of  solitude. 

Such  a  (Jay's  privilege  had  been  extended  to  me  if  I  cared  to  avail 
myself  of  it,  when  I  was  coming  down  to  see  the  chapel,  and  though 
my  sporting  days  were  over,  and  gun  and  rod  had  long  lain  imdis- 
turbed  in  their  boxes,  yet  neither  the  art  of  fly-fishing,  nor  the 
enjoyment  of  it  when  once  acquired  and  tasted,  will  leave  us  except 
with  life.  The  hand  does  not  forget  its  cunning,  and  opportunity^ 
begets  the  inclination  to  use  it.  I  had  brought  my  fishing  case  along 
with  me.  Shall  I  stay  at  the  inn  over  the  day  and  try  what  can  be 
done?  The  rain  and  the  prospect  of  another  such  breakfast  decide 
it  between  them.  The  water-keeper  is  at  the  window — ^best  of 
keepers — for  he  will  accept  a  sandwich  perhaps  for  luncheon,  a  pull 
firom  your  flask,  and  a  cigar  out  of  your  case,  but  other  fee  on  no 
condition.  The  rain  he  tells  me  has  raised  the  water,  and  the  large 
fish  are  on  the  move,  the  May-fly  has  been  down  for  two  days.  They 
were  feeding  on  it  last  evening.  If  the  sky  clears  they  will  take 
weU  in  the  ^lemoon  ;  but  the  fly  will  not  show  till  the  rain  stops. 

The  Cheneys  fishing  is  divided  in  the  middle  by  a  mill.  Below 
the  mill  the  trout  are  in  greatest  numbers,  but  comparatively  small  i 
above  them  is  a  long  still  deep  pool  where  the  huge  monsters  lie^ 
and  in  conmion  weather  never  stir  till  twilight.  The  keeper  and  I 
remember  a  summer  evening  some  years  ago,  when  at  night  fall,, 
after  a  burning  day,  the  glittering  surface  of  the  water  was  dimpled 
with  rings,  and  a  fly  thrown  into  the  middle  of  these  circles  was 
answered  more  than  once  by  a  rush  and  scream  of  the  reel;  and  a 
struggle  which  the  darkness  made  more  exciting.  You  may  as  well 
fish  on  the  high  road  as  in  the  mill  pool  when  the  sun  is  above 
the  horizon,  and  even  at  night  you  will  rarely  succeed  there  ;  but  at 
the  b^inning  of  the  May-fly  season  these  large  fish  sometimes  run 
up  to  the  rapid  stream  at  the  pool  head  to  feed.  This  the  keeper 
decides  shall  be  tried  if  the  fly  comes  down.  For  the  morning  he  will- 
leave  me  to  myself. 
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Does  the  reader  care  to  hear  of  a  day's  fishing  in  a  chalk  8t|*eam  fif- 
teen miles  from  London  ?  As  music  to  the  deaf,  as  poetry  to  the  political 
•economist,  as  a  mountain  landscape  to  the  London  Cockney,  so  is 
<5halk  stream  trout-fishing  to  those  who  never  felt  their  fingers  tingle 
^  the  line  whistles  tiirough  the  rings.  For  them  I  write  no  furth^ ; 
let  them  leave  the  page  uncut  and  turn  on  to  the  next  article* 

Break&st  ov^,  I  start  for  the  lower  water.  I  have  my  boy  ^vith 
me  home  for  the  '  holidays.  He  carries  the  landing  net,  and  we 
splash  through  the  rain  to  the  milL  The  river  runs  for  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  down  under  hanging  bushes.  As  with  other  accomplishments 
when  once  learnt,  eye  and  hand  do  the  work  in  fly-fishing  without 
reference  to  the  mind  for  orders.  The  eye  tells  the  hand  how 
distant  the  bushes  are,  how  near  the  easting  line  approaches  them. 
If  a  gust  of  wind  twists  it  into  a  heap  or  sweeps  it  towards  a 
•dangerous  bough,  the  wrist  does  someUiing  on  the  instant  which 
^ends  the  fly  straight  and  unharmed  into  the  water.  Practice  gives 
our  different  organs  functions  like  the  instinct  of  animals,  who  do 
what  their  habits  require,  yet  know  not  what  they  do. 

The  small  fish  take  freely — some  go  back  into  the  water,  the  few 
in  good  condition  into  the  basket,  which,  after  a  field  or  two  becomes 
perceptibly  heavier.  The  governor,  a  small  humble'  bee,  used  to  be 
a  good  fly  at  Cheneys,  and  so  did  the  black  alder.  Neither  of  them 
is  of  any  use  to-day.  The  season  has  been  cold  and  late.  The 
March  brown  answers  best,  with  the  never-failing  red  spinner.  After 
running  rapidly  through  two  or  three  meadows,  the  river  op^  into 
A  broad  smooth  shallow,  where  the  trout  are  larger,  and  the  water 
being  extjremely  clear,  are  specially  diflBcult  to  catch.  In  such  a 
place  as  this,  it  is  useless  to  throw  your  fly  at  random  upon  the 
stream.  You  must  watch  for  a  fish  whidi  is  rising,  and  you  must 
fish  for  him  till  you  either  catch  him  or  disturb  him.  It  is  not 
enough  to  go  below  him  and  throw  upwards,  for  though  he  lies  with 
his  head  up-stream,  his  projecting  eye  looks  back  over  his  dioulders. 
You  must  hfie  behind  a  bunch  of  rushes.  You  must  crawl  along  the 
grass  with  one  an|i  only  raised.  If  the  sun  is  shining  and  the  shadow 
of  your  rod  glances  over  the  gravel,  you  may  get  up  and  walk  away. 
No  fish  within  sight  will  stir  then  to  the  daintiest  cast. 

I  see  a  fish  close  to  the  bank  on  thid  opposite  side,  lazily  lifting 
his  head  ^  a  fly  floats  past  him.  It  is  a  long  throw,  but  the  wind  is 
fair,  and  he  is  worth  an  effort — once,  twice,  three  times  I  fedl  to 
reach  him.  The  fourth  I  land  the  fly  on  the  fieu:  bank,  and  draw  it 
gently  off  upon  his  very  nose.  He  swirls  in  the  water  like  a  salmon  as 
he  sweeps  round  to  seize  it.  There  is  a  splash — a  sharp  jerk,  telling 
unmistakably  that  something  has  given  way.  A  large  fish  may 
break  you  honestly  in  weeds  or  round  a  rock  or  stump,  and  only  fate 
is  to  Uame,  but  to  let  yourself  be  broken  on  the  first  strike  is  un- 
pardonable. What  can  have  happened?  Alas,  the  red-epinner 
has  snapped  in  two  at  the  bend — a  new  fly  bought  last  week  at* 

 ^'s,  whose  boast  it  has  been  that  no  fly  of  his  was  ever  known  to 

break  or  bend. 
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Otie  grumbles  on  these'  occasions^  for  it  is  always  the  best  fish 
idiich  one  loses ;  and  as  imagination  is  free,  one  may  call  him  what 
weight  one  pleases.  The  damage  is'  soon  repaired!  The  basket  fills 
&st  as  trout  follows  trout.  It  still  rains,  and  I  begin  to  think  that 
I  hare  had  enough  of  it.  I  have  promised  to  be  at  the  mill  at  mid- 
<Iay,  and  then  we  shall  see. 

Evidently  the  sky  means  mischief.  Black  thunder-clouds  pile 
up  to  windward,  and'  heavy  drops  continue  falling.  But  there  is  a 
bre^  in  the  south  as  I  walk  back  by  the  bank — a  gleam  of  sunshine 
spans  the  valley  with  a  rainbow,  and  an  actual  May-fly  or  two  sails 
ly  which  I  see  greedily  iswallowed.  The  keeper  is  waiting ;  he 
looks  scornfully  into  my  basket.  Fish — did  I  call  these  herrings 
fish?  I  must  try  the  upper  water  at  all' events.  The  large  trout 
were  feeding,  but  the  fly  was  not  yet  propetly  on — we  can  have  our 
IwAeon.  first. 

How  plleasant  ia  In&cbeon  on  mountain  side  or  river's  bank,  when 
you  fling  yourself  down  on  fern  or  beattier  after  your  mommg's  wodc, 
md  no  daintiest  entrie'  had  ever  such  flavour  as  your  sandwiches,  and  no 
champagne  was  ever  so  exquisite  as  the  fresh  stream  water  just  tempered 
from  your  whisky  flask.  Then  follows  the  smoke,  when  the  keeper 
fills  his  pipe  at  your  bag,  and  old  adventures  are  talked  over,  and  the 
■conversation  wanders  on  through  anecdotes  and  experiences,  tiU,  as 
you  listen  to  the  shrewd  sense  and  kindly  feeling  of  your  companion, 
you  become  aware  that  the  steep  difference  which  you  had  imagined 
to  be  created  by  education  and  habits  of  life  had  no  existence  save  in 
your  own  conceit.  Fortune  is  le^  unjust  than  she  seems,  and  true 
hearts  and  clear-judging  healthy  minds,  are  bred  as  easily  in  the 
cott^e  as  the  palace. 

But  time  runs  on,  and  I  must  hasten  to  the  end  of  my  story. 
Tbe  short  respite  from  the  wet  is  over.  Down  falls  the  rain  again ; 
rain  not  to  be  measured  by  inches,  but  by  feet ;  rain  such  as  has  rarely 
been  seen  in  England  before  this  *8Bstas  mirabilis'**^  i879-  It 
looks  hopeless,  but  the  distance  by  the  road  to  the  top  of  the 
TOter  is  not  great.  We  complain  if  we  are  caught  in  a  shower; 
we  splash  along  in  a  deluge,  in  boots  and  waterproof,  as  composedly 
as  if  we  were  seals  or  otters.  The  river  is  rising,  and  as 
seldom  happens  with  a  chalk  stream,  it  is  growing  discoloured. 
Every  lane  is  running  with  a  brown  stream,  which  finds  its  way  at 
last  into  the  main  channel;  The  highest  point  is  soon  reached.  The 
first  hundred  yards  are  shallow,  and  to  keep  the  cattle  from  straying 
a  high  iron  railing  runs  for  a  hundred  yards  along  the  bank.  Well 
r  knew  that  iron  railing.  You  must  stand  on  the  lower  bar  to  fish 
over  it.  If  you  h6ok  a  trout,  you  must  play  him  from  that  imeasy  . 
perch  in  a  rapid  current  among  weeds  and  stones,  and  your  attendant 
must  use  his  landing  net  through  the  bars.  Generally  it  is  the 
liveliest  spot  in  the  river,  but  nothing  can  be  done  there  to-day. 
There  is  a  ford  immediately  above,  into  which  the  thick  i<oad-water 
iB pouring,  and  the  fish  cannot  see  the  fly.    Shall  we  give  it  up? 
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Not  yet.  Further  down  the  mud  settles  a  little,  and  by  this  time 
even  the  road  has  been  washed  clean,  and  less  dirt  comes  off  it.  The 
flood  stirs  the  trout  into  life  and  himger,  and  their  eyes,  accustomed 
to  the  transparency  of  the  chalk  water,  do  not  see  you  so  quickly. 

Below  the  shallow  there  is  a  pool  made  by  a  small  weir,  over 
which  the  flood  is  now  rushing — on  one  side  there  is  an  open  hatch- 
way, with  the  stream  pouring  through.  The  banks  are  bushy,  and 
over  the  deepest  part  of  the  pool  the  stem  of  a  large  ash  projects 
into  the  river.  Yesterday,  when  the  water  was  lower,  the  keeper  saw 
a  four-pounder  lying  under  that  stem.  Between  the  weir  and  the 
trees  it  is  an  awkward  spot,  but  difficulty  is  the  charm  of  fly-fishing. 
The  dangerous  drop  fly  must  be  taken  off ;  a  drop  fly  is  only  fit  for 
open  water,  where  there  is  neither  weed  nor  stump.  The  March 
brown  is  sent  skimming  at  the  tail  of  the  casting  line,  to  be  dropped^ 
if  possible,  just  above  the  ash,  and  to  be  carried  imder  it  by  the 
stream.  It  has  been  caught  in  a  root,  so  it  seems ;  or  it  is  foul 
somewhere.  Surely  no  fish  ever  gave  so  dead  a  pull.  No ;  it  is  no 
root.  The  line  shoots  imder  the  bank.  There  is  a  broad  flash  of 
white  just  below  the  surface,  a  moment's  struggle,  the  rod  springs 
straight,  and  the  line  comes  back  unbroken.  The  March  brown  is 
still  floating  at  the  end  of  it.  It  was  a  big  fish,  perhaps  the  keeper's 
very  big  one ;  he  must  have  been  lightly  hooked,  and  have  rubbed 
the  fly  out  of  his  mouth. 

But  let  us  look  closer.  The  red  spinner  had  played  false  in  the 
morning ;  may  not  something  like  it  have  befallen  the  March  brown? 
Something  like  it,  indeed.  The  hook  has  straightened  out  as  if,  instead 
of  steel,  it  had  been  made  of  copper.  A  pretty  business!  I  try 
another,  and  another,  with  the  same  result.    The  heavy  trout  take 

them,  and  one  bends  and  the  next  breaks.  Oh!  !  Well  for 

Charles  Kingsley  that  he  was  gone  before  he  heard  of  a  treason  which 
would  have  broken  his  trust  in  man.  You  in  whose  praise  I  have 
heard  him  so  often  eloquent!  You  never  dealt  in  shoddy  goods. 
You  were  faithful  if  all  else  were  faithless,  and  redeemed  the  credit 
of  English  tradesmen.  You  had  not  then  been  in  the  school  of  pro- 
gress and  learnt  that  it  was  the  buyer's  business  to  distinguish  good 
from  bad.  You  never  furnished  your  customers  with  cheap  and  nasty 
wares,  fair  looking  to  the  eye  and  worthless  to  the  touch  and  trial. 
In  those  days  you  dealt  with  gentlemen,  and  you  felt  and  traded  like 
a  gentleman  yourself.  And  now  you,  too,  have  gone  the  way  of  your 
fellows.  You  are  making  a  fortune  as  you  call  it,  out  of  the  reputation 
which  you  won  honourably  in  better  days.  You  have  given  yourself  over 
to  competition  and  semblance.  You  have  entered  for  the  race  among 
.the  sharpers,  and  will  win  by  knavery  and  tricks  like  the  rest.  I  will 
not  name  you  for  the  sake  of  the  old  times,  when  C.  K.  and  I  could  send 
you  a  description  of  a  fly  from  the  furthest  comer  of  Ireland,  and  by 
return  of  post  would  come  a  packet  tied  on  hooks  which  Kendal  and 
Limerick  might  equal,  but  could  not  excel.  You  may  live  on  unde- 
nounced for  me ;  but  read  C.  K.'s  books  over  again ;  repent  of  your 
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ans,  go  back  to  honest  ways,  and  renounce  the  new  gospel  in  which 
whosoever  believes  shall  not  be  saved. 

But  what  is  to  be  done?  Spite  of  the  rain  the  river  is  now 
covered  with  drowned  May-flies,  and  the  trout  are  taking  them  all 
round.  I  have  new  May-flies  from  the  same  quarter  in  my  book, 
but  it  wiU  be  mere  vexation  to  try  them.  Luckily  for  me  there  are 
a  few  old  ones  surviving  from  other  days.  The  gut  is  brown  with 
age — ^but  I  must  venture  it.  If  this  breaks  I  will  go  home,  lock . 
away  my  rod,  and  write  an  essay  on  the  effects  of  the  substitution 
of  Political  Economy  for  the  Christian  &ith. 

On  then  goes  one  of  these  old  flies.  It  looks  welL  It  bears  a 
mild  strain,  and,  like  Don  Quixote  with  his  helmet,  I  will  not  put  it 
to  a  severe  trial.  Out  it  shoots  over  the  pool,  so  natural  looking  that  I 
cannot  distinguish  it  from  a  real  fly  which  floats  at  its  side.  I  can- 
not, nor  can  that  large  trout  in  the  smooth  water  above  the  &11.  He 
takes  it,  springs  into  the  air,  and  then  darts  at  the  weir  to  throw 
himself  over.  If  he  goes  down  he  is  lost.  Hold  on.  He  has  the 
stream  to  help  him,  and  not  an  inch  of  line  can  be  spared.  The  rod 
bends  double,  but  the  old  gut  is  true.  Down  the  fiedl  he  is  not  to 
go.  He  turns  up  the  pool,  he  makes  a  dart  for  the  hatchway, — but  if 
you  can  stand  a  trout's  first  rush  you  need  not  fear  him  in  fair  water 
afterwards.  A  few  more  efforts  and  he  is  in  the  net  and  on  the  bank, 
not  the  keeper's  four-pounder,  but  a  handsome  fish,  which  I  know 
that  he  will  approve. 

He  had  walked  down  the  bank  pensively  while  I  was  in  the  diffi- 
culty with  my  flies,  meditating,  perhaps,  on  idle  gentlemen,  and 
reflecting  that  if  the  tradesmen  were  knaves  the  gentlemen  were  cor- 
respondingly fools.  He  called  to  me  to  come  to  him  just  as  I  had 
landed  my  trout.  He  was  standing  by  the  side  of  the  rapid  stream 
at  the  head  of  the  mill  pool.  It  was  as  he  had  foretold ;  the  great  fish 
had  come  up,  and  were  rolling  like  salmon  on  the  top  of  the  water 
gulping  down  the  May-flies.  Even  when  they  are  thus  carelessly 
ravenous,  the  clearness  of  the  river  creates  a  certain  difficulty  in 
catching  them  in  ordinary  times,  but  to-day  the  flood  made  caution 
superfluous.  They  were  splashing  on  the  surface  close  to  our  feet, 
rolling  about  in  a  negligent  gluttony  which  seemed  to  take  from 
them  every  thought  of  dainger,  for  a  distance  of  at  least  three  hundred 
yards. 

There  was  no  longer  any  alarm  for  the  tackle,  and  it  was  but  to 
throw  the  fly  upon  the  river,  near  or  far,  for  a  trout  instantly  to  seize 
it.  There  was  no  shy  rising  where  suspicion  balks  the  appetite.  The 
fish  were  swallowing  with  a  deliberate  seriousness  every  fly  which  drifted 
within  their  reach,  snapping  their  jaws  upon  it  with  a  gulp  of  satis- 
&ction.  The  only  difficulty  was  in  playing  them  when  hooked  with 
a  delicate  chalk-stream  casting-line.  For  an  hour  and  a  half  it 
lasted,  such  an  hour  and  a  half  of  trout-fishing  as  I  had  never  seen  and 
shall  never  see  again.  The  ease  of  success  at  last  became  wearisome. 
Two  large  baskets  were  filled  to  the  brim    Accident  had  thrown  in 
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my  'way  a  aLdguJar  opportunity  which  it  would  have  been  wrong  to 
abuse,  so  I  decided  to  stop.  We  emptied  out  our  spoils  upon  the  gtafts,. 
and  the  old  keeper  said  that  long  as  he  had  known  the  river  he  had 
never  but  once  seen  so  many  fish  of  so  large  size,  taken  in  the  Gbes 
in  a  single  day  by  a  single  rod.  "  '  ^ 

How  <»tn  a  reasonable  creature  find  pleasure  in  having  perSfonyed 
such  an  exploit?  If  trout  were  Wanted  for  human  food,  a  net  wotfd 
have  answered  the  purpose  with  less  trouble  to  the  man  and  less- 
annoyance  to  the  fish.  Throughout  creation  man  iisthe  only  ahitniiil*— 
man,  and  the  dogs  and  cats  which  have  learnt  from  him — ^who  kiUs,. 
for  the  sakiB  of  killing,  what  he  does  not  want,  and  calls  it  sport. 
All  other  animals  seize  their  prey  only  when  hungry,  and  fire  satis- 
fied when  their  hunger  is  appeased. 

Such,-  it  can  only  be  answered,  is  man^s  disposition.  He  a»  a 
curiously  formed  creature,  and  the  appetite  for  sport  does  not  seem  to 
disappear  with  civilisation.  The  savage  in  his  natural  state  hiints,  as 
the  animals  hunt,  to  support  his  life  ;  the  sense  of  sport  is  strdtigest 
in  the  elaborately  educated  and  civilised.  It  may  he  that  the'taste 
will  die  out  before  *  Progress.'  Our  descendants  perhaps,  a  few  gene- 
rations hence,  may  look  back  upon  a  pheasant  battue  as  we  look 
back  on  bear-baiting  and  bull-fighting,  and  our  mild  offspring,  in- 
structed in  the  theory  of  development,  may  see  a  proof  in  their 
fathers'  habits  that  they  come  of  a  race  who  were  once  crueller  than 
tigers,  and  will  congratulate  themselves  on  the  change.  So  tbey 
will  think,  if  they  judge  us  as  we  judge  our  forefathers  of  the  days  of 
the  Plantagenets  and  Tudors,  and  both  we  and  they  may  be  perhaps 
mistaken.  Half  the  lives  of  men  in  mediaeval  Europe  was  speitt  in 
fighting.  Tet  firom  mediaeval  Europe  came  the  knightly  graces  of 
courtesy  and  chivalry.  The  modem  soldier,  whose  trade  is  war,  yet 
hates  and  dreads  war  more  than  civilians  dread  it.  The  sportsman's 
knowledge  of  the  teibitsof  animals  gives  him  a  kindly  feeling  towaards 
them  notwithstanding,  and  sporting  tends  rather  to  their  preserva- 
tion than  their  destruction.  The  human  race  may  become  at'  Idst 
vegetarians  and  water-drinkers.  Astraea  may  come  back,  and  itian 
may  cease  to  take  the  life  of  bird,  or  beast,  or  fish.  But  the 
lion  will  not  lie  down  with  the  lamb,  for  lambs  and  lions  Will  no 
longer  be  ;  the  eagle  will  not  feed  beside  the  dove,  for  doves  W!H  liot 
be  allowed  to  consume  grain  which  might  have  served  as  human  food, 
and  will  be  extinct  as  the  dodo.  It  may  be  all  right  and  fit  and 
proper :  a  world  of  harmless  vegetarians  may  be  the  apprbpriate  out- 
come of  the  development  of  humanity.  But  we  who  have  been  bom 
in  a  mder  age  do  not  aspire  to  rise  beyond  the  level  of  our  own 
times.  We  have  toiled,  we  have  suffered,  we  have  enjoyed,  as  the 
nature  which  we  have  received  has  prompted  us.  We  blame  our 
fathers'  habits ;  our  children  may  blame  oiu:s  in  turn ;  yet  we  may  be 
sitting  in  judgment,  both  of  us,  on  matters  of  which  we  know 
nothing. 

The  storm  has  passed  away,  the  dripping  trees  are  sparkling  in 
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the  warm  and  watery  sunset.  Back  then  to  onr  inn,  where  dinner 
waits  for  us,  the  choicest  of  our  own  trout,  pink  as  salmon,  with  the 
milky  curd  in  them,  and  no  sauce  to  spoil  the  delicacy  of  their 
flavour.  Then  bed,  with  .  it«  lavender-scented  sheets  and  white 
curtains,  and  sleep,  sound  sweet  sleep,  that  loves  the  country  village 
and  comes  not  near  a  London  bedroom.  In  the  morning,  adieu  to 
Cheneys,  with  its  red  gable  ends  and  chimneys,  its  venerable  trees, 
its  old-world  manners,  and  the  solemn  memories  of  its  mauso- 
leum. Adieu,  too,  to  the  river,  which, '  though  men  may  come  and 
men  may  go,'  has  flowed  and  ^nSi  flow  on  for  ever,  winding  among 
its  reed  beds,  murmuring  over  its  gravelly  fords,  heedless  of  royal 
dynasties,  uncaring  whether  Cheney  or  Eussell  calls  himself  lord  of 
its  waters,  graciously  turning  the  pleasant  com  mills  in  its  course, 
unpolluted  by  the  fetid  refuse  of  manufactures,  and  travelling  on  to 
the  ocean  bright  and  pure  and  uncharged  with  poison,  as  in  the  old 
times  when  the  priest  sung  mass  in  the  church  upon  the  hill  and  the- 
sweet  soft  matins  bell  woke  the  hamlet  to  its  morning  prayers. 

J.  A.  Froude. 


Digitized  by  Google 


386 


[September 


In  the  Coesican  Highlands, 

Cloud-chaos  surges  o'er  a  crest  sublime, 
That  seems  forked  lightning  spell-bound  into  stone ; 
Abruptly  steep  flame-pointed  precipices, 
Dark  as  the  night,  dissolve  to  opaline 
In  phantom  foldings  of  circimifluent  sea. 
Their  natures  blend  confused ;  the  mists  assume 
A  semblance  of  impenetrable  rock ; 
Stem  rock  relents  to  luminous  faint  cloud. 

Their  banners  rent  as  in  uproarious  war, 
Behold  I  the  vaporous  battalions 
Unclose,  dispelled  and  routed  of  loud  winds. 
That  drive  them  scared,  and  scattered ;  so  Jehovah 
Clove  that  astounded  sea  for  Israel. 
Yonder  beneath  me,  the  enormous  crag 
Heveals,  between  grey  ghostly  robes  of  them, 
Solid,  and  rude,  and  perpendicular, 
A  mighty  front  of  Titans  grandly  piled. 
Umber,  and  gory  red,  and  pallid  green. 
Seared  in  some  alien  world  beyond  the  cloud, 
Stronghold  stupendous  of  immortal  gods. 

The  rude,  immense,  straight  pillars  of  grey  pine 
Scale  heaven,  sustaining  tempest-writhen  roofs 
Of  scant,  green,  level  umbrage ;  they  are  built 
Athwart  yon  vaporous  and  vasty  walls 
Of  fAr-ofif  mountain :  over  them  arise 
Buinous  tower,  fantastic  pinnacle. 
And  icy  spire  in  a  blue  burning  air. 
They  overhang  deep,  forest-filled  ravines 
Wandering  seaward ;  whose  dim  serpentine 
Night  ever  hears  a  solemn  utterance 
Of  torrents,  with  deep  monotone  attuned 
To  these  wind-oracles  of  ancient  pine. 
Yonder  a  gaunt  trunk-Skeleton  upbraids 
With  blasted  arms  the  Bolt  that  shattered  it. 
Tusky  black  monsters  reign  within  the  gloom 
Of  forest,  and  dead  waters  desolate : 
Dim  mists  drive  blindly  through  portentous  trees. 
While  a  weird  Sun  blinks  dwarfed  within  the  drift : 
Legions  of  shadowy  -shaggy  ilex  climb 
Yon  narrow-cloven  hollows  of  the  crag. 
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Now  evening  falls :  an  aromatic  breath 
Of  amber  oozing  from  a  dun-red  bark, 
And  mountain  herb,  and  many  a  mountain  flower 
Pervades  the  air  slow  clearing  from  the  cloud : 
A  vaselike  cleft  between  two  snowy  peaks 
Glowingly  fills  with  a  pale  violet ; 
Beneath  appears  fair  Ocean's  purple  line, 
Far  away  from  far  portals  of  the  pass. 
Lower,  a  surge  of  huge  dun  purple  rock, 
Tumultuously  contorted,  rolls  a  rude 
And  shadowy  chaos  interposed  between 
Dark  peaks  and  me  :  Night's  ever-deepening  gloom 
Engulphs  the  gorges  :  all  is  mighty  Music, 
Phantasmal  symphony  of  ghostly  Form, 
A  visionary  Chorus  with  no  sound  1 

Stem-visaged  Islel  upon  thy  rocky  breast 
Two  sons  were  nurtured,  heritors  of  fame. 
The  one  drew  pride  and  ruin  from  thy  veins. 
Towering  portentous,  terrible,  alone, 
A  scourge  of  God ;  Napoleon  drew  power 
To  desolate  the  world ;  while  Paoli 
Drank  from  dark  fountains  of  thy  resolute  blood 
The  patriot's  unshamed  integrity. 

Behold  !  I  stand  within  a  place  of  graves : 
Low  wooden  crosses  o'er  the  lonely  dead. 
Within  the  wondrous  amphitheatre 
Of  mountains  overshadowing  they  rest ; 
Watched,  warded,  in  those  awful  arms  they  lie. 
Ah  1  Nature  here  hath  roused  herself  to  robe 
Her  oft  unheeded  royalty  in  robes 
Of  godlike  splendour,  that  our  eyes  may  see ; 
Hath  sounded,  as  with  trumpet-blast  of  doom. 
That  our  dull  ears  may  slumber  not,  but  hear  1 
Brands  with  fierce  fire  upon  the  heedless  heart 
Her  names  of  wonder  1  yea,  I  know  ye  now : 
I  bow  my  head  in  worship :  yea,  I  feel 
Your  majesty  of  godlike  Presences  ; 
Stand  here  abashed,  with  mortal  head  bowed  low 
Before  you.  Angels,  demons  of  the  Lord ! 

Yet  with  no  rapture  of  strong  youth's  acclaim 
I  hail  you,  as  a  lowlier  brother  may 
Hail  a  liege  lord,  a  hero,  or  a  king. 
But  I  have  come  into  your  awful  courts, 
A  poor  blind  broken  pilgrim  from  afar, 
Wlio  £Edtering  chances  upon  some  august 

597  (j^O.  CXTH.  N.  ■.) 


D  D 


L 


Digitized  by  Google 


In  the  Corsican  Highlands.  [September 


Assembly  of  dtead  princes,  and  bows  low. 
Yet  only  craves  to  learn  if  haply  he, 
AMio  used  to  lead  his  poor  blind  footistep^  k>n 
With  such  clear-seeing  love,  a  little  child,  ' 
Who  has  been  lost  to  him,  alas !  for  long. 
And  whom  he  vainly  seeks  about  the  world, 
About  the  dreary;  barren  world,  be  here  ? 
But  meeting  no  response  to  his  demand. 
He  can  but  idly  weep  a  moment,  ere 
He  grope  his  weary  way  abroad  again. 


These  are  but  void  and  ruined  courts  to  me 
Of  faded  splendour,  unremembered  Power ! 
I  cannot  see  aright,  I  cannot  feel. 
And  while  men  prate  of  knowing  all  the  laws. 
The  mortal  cold  possessing  human  hearts 
Weighs  down  their  eyes  in  deep  sepulchral  gloom. 
But  if  some  Angel's  sword  from  forth  the  night, ' 
With  vasty  voice  of  Doom,  by  human  tongnes 
Called  thunder,  leapt,  and  smote  me  out  of  all 
These  evil  dreams  named  living,  might  I  find 
My  little  child,  and  with  him  find  the  Lord  ? 

We  joiuney  ever  higher,  through  a  grove 
Of  moonlit  chestnut,  where  a  babbling  stream, 
At  intervals,  in  open  forest  glades. 
Flashes  with  ruffled,  wandering,  pale  flame. 
The  air  is 'richly  laden  with  sweet  spoil 
From  fragrant  flower,  and  foliage  feint-green ;        .  . 
Shadowy-folded  hills  and  de41s  involved 
Whisper  of  verdure  lush,  luxuriant, 
Known  to  fair  elves,  or  rills  who  tinkling  glide^ 
Telling  sweet  secrets,  haunted  of  shy  beams. 
Whene'er  the  whims  of  leafy  Ariels, 
And  cloudy  gossamer,  aloft  allow 
Their  gentle  wandering ;  tall  asphodel. 
And  flowery  fennel,  either  side  our  way. 
Often  we  dim  discern  ;  but  where  the  woods 
No  longer  in  their  colonnades  of  gloom 
Involve  our  patb,  beyond  the  precipice. 
Behold !  how  all  the  regions  of  the  noi'tii, 
Height,  depth,  and  breadth,  are  held,  filled,  dominated 
By  one  supreme  pale  presence,  Monte  d'Oro  1 
His  spirit-robes  far  floating,  a  dim  grey,  • 
Sombre  with  forest,  pallid  with  the  moon. 
His  kingly  crest  snow-gleaming  to  the  stars. 
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Pan  is  not  dead  I    He  lives  1    He  lives  for  ever ! 
These  awful  Demiurgic  Powers  named  Nature 
Nourish,  involve  a  half-alive,  blind  soul, 
A  human  soul,  who  fondly  deems  them  dead. 
Surely  the  Lord  is  making  us  alive  I 
Mine  aching  wound  shall  heal ;  for  I  shall  find 
My  lost,  for  whom  I  long ;  from  thee,  my  friend, 
The  weary  burden  of  thy  doubt  shall  pass. 
Sorrow  and  Wrong  are  pangs  of  a  new  birth : 
All  we  who  BuflFer  bleed  for  one  another ; 
No  life  may  live  alone,  but  all  in  all ; 
We  lie  within  the  tomb  of  our  dead  selves, 
Waiting  till  One  command  us  to  arise. 

EoDEN  Noel. 
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A  Hungarian  Episode:  Zigeunee  Music. 
Bt  the  Authob  of  'Flemish  Imtsbiobs.' 

IT  was  a  cslm  August  night  in  Raab:  repose  had  already  taken 
possession  of  the  quaint  old  moonlit  streets,  a  few  hours  ago  so- 
sultry  and  so  busy,  and,  we  may  add,  so  noisy  with  the  bustle  of  the 
annual  horse-fair.  All  lights  seemed  under  the  ban  of  the  curfew, 
but  those  of  a  cavi-hdz  (or  coflFee-house)  forming  the  angle  of  the- 
street  nearly  £ekcing  the  windows  of  our  primitive  rooms.  It  was  a 
picturesque  house,  with  a  verandah  covering  in  a  part  of  the  street 
divided  off  by  a  row  of  square  green  boxes  containing  bushy  oleanders 
in  flower. 

The  scene,  too,  was  picturesque  as  we  caught  glimpses  of  a  con- 
siderable gathering  of  Magyars  within,  indulging  in  the  lazy  luxury  of 
the  never-neglect^  pipe. 

We  left  our  casements  open,  closing  the  Venetian  shutters,  and 
were  preparing  for  rest,  when  suddenly  the  surrounding  stillness  was 
broken  by  a  brilliant  cascade  of  clear  and  thrilling  notes  proceeding 
from  some  unrecognisable  instrument  or  instruments,  and  giving 
expression  to  a  melody  altogether  distinctive  in  character.  It  was 
wildly  sweet  and  melancholy  in  tone,  and  possessed  at  once  a  grace 
and  a  power  which  entranced  us  as  with  some  weird  and  irresistible 
fascination. 

It  literally  spoke,  and  in  language  inspired  by  a  creative  fency, 
weaving  a  fairy  poem  with  the  originality  and  facility  of  genius.  We 
listened  breathless,  as  the  caprice  of  the  unseen  artist  revelled  in  the 
rainbow  hues  with  which  he  was  pleased  to  tint  his  picture — as 
harmonious,  as  soft,  as  rich,  and  alas!  as  evanescent;  we  followed,  en- 
raptured, the  magic  numbers,  astonished  as  well  as  charmed  by  the 
audacity  with  which  the  movements  changed,  till  at  length  the 
measure  became  rapid  and  yet  more  rapid  as  the  tale  approached  its 
climax,  and  the  improvisatore,  carried  away  by  his  muse,  expressed 
his  enthusiasm  in  notes  which  came  pouring  on  in  unrestrained 
luxuriance  as  it  were  a  mountain  torrent  leaping  down  from  rock  to- 
rock — ^it  was  the  very  poetry  of  music.  Abruptly,  and  with  the  bi- 
aarrerie  which  had  stamped  the  whole  performance,  a  final  chord  closed 
the  recital,  and  in  an  instant  all  was  hushed.  Vainly  we  waited  and 
hoped  for  a  renewal  of  the  bewitching  strain ;  we  looked  out  only  to 
discern  that  the  guests  of  the  cavS^haz,  whence  we  had  no  doubt  the 
sounds  had  proceeded,  were  dispersing,  and  to  feel  convinced  that  it 
would  be  useless  to  repair  thither  with  any  hope  of  satisfying  our 
ctwiosity  on  the  subject ;  for  as  we  looked  the  doors  were  closed  and 
the  lights  were  extinguished.    Next  morning,  on  waking,  the  mysteri* 
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ous  improvisation  still  lingered  on  our  hearing,  and  on  the  appearance 
of  our  excellent  Magyar  friend  we  related  to  him  what  we  had  heard 
and  how  we  had  been  impressed. 

*  Glad  I  am,'  replied  he, '  that  yon  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  that  singular  and  beautiful  music :  it  is  one  of  the  peculiarities 
of  our  nation  and  the  speciality  of  our  vast  nomad  tribes  to  whom  these 
itinerant  bands  belong.  As  their  habits  are  altogether  erratic,  their 
visits  to  our  larger  and  even  omr  smaller  cities  are  arbitrary,  but  just 
now  they  are  attracted  hither  by  our  cattle-&ir. 

*  These  Zigeuners  of  Hungary,'  he  continued,  ^  like  the  Gritanos  of 
Spain,  the  Bayaderes  of  Portugal,  the  Bohemians  of  Central  and  the 
Oipsies  of  Northern  Europe,  have  no  fixed  habitation :  they  lead  a  free 
and  independent  life,  occupying  movable  dwellings  and  establishing 
themselves  at  intervals  in  our  putztas  and  forests.  You  will  meet 
them  halting  within  and  on  the  skirts  of  the  Bakonyer-Wald  as  they 
journey  from  place  to  place  and  settle  for  the  time  being  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  locality  where  they  seek  employment. 

*  As  they  exercise  various  handicrafts,  they  are  always  sure  of  being 
able  to  earn  their  livelihood,  whether  by  tinkering,  carpentering, 
basket-making,  china-mending,  horse-shoeing,  or  other  industries, 
while  a  certain  number  of  them  possess  the  remarkable  gift  of  ima- 
gining the  wildest  and  most  stirring  poems  and  interpreting  them  in 
a  music  entirely  sui  generis. 

*  As  long  as  they  remain  in  one  spot  they  resort  in  the  evenings  to 
the  principal  cavSs,  so  that  if  you  woidd  like  to  hear  and  also  to  see 
their  performance,  which  is,  I  assure  you,  very  extraordinary,  I  will 
with  pleasure  conduct  you  this  evening  to  one  which  I  know  they 
firequent.' 

Rejoiced  at  this  oflFer,  we  met  at  the  appointed  hoiu*,  and  after 
traversing  the  broad  market-place  in  which  stood  our  hotel,  the  '  Grolden 
Lamb,'  and  threading  several  narrow  and  characteristic  streets,  we  ar- 
rived at  the  entrance  of  the  cavS  in  question.  A  considerable  crowd 
surrounded  the  door,  but  as  soon  as  they  perceived  we  were  strangers 
they  made  a  passage  with  the  utmost  courtesy,  and  we  followed  our 
firiend  within,  into  a  spacious  room.  At  the  upper  end  a  portion  of  the 
floor  was  raised  about  a  foot ;  here  were  placed  seats  for  those  of  the 
audience  who  were  of  a  higher  class,  and  among  them,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  Magyar  hospitality,  to  us  was  immediately  assigned  a 
place  of  honour. 

Down  the  centre  of  the  room  was  a  large  billiard  table,  and  along 
either  side  at  regular  intervals  small  circular  marble-topped  tables,  at 
which  sat  groups  of  two  or  more  persons  sipping  wine,  coflfee,  beer,  &c., 
but  the  universal  pipe  was  in  the  mouth  of  everyone,  and  so  dense  was 
the  smoke  that  it  was  not  easy  to  distinguish  what  was  going  on. 

Just  below  the  dais  a  considerable  space  had  been  reserved  for  the 
Zigeuner  band.  In  the  midst  stood  a  large  square  table,  and  on  it  waff 
the  singular  instnmient  to  be  played  by  the  principal  performer,  the 
tones  of  which  had  so  intensely  mystified  us,  and  to  which  the  ten  others. 


Digitized  by  Google 


392  A  Hungarian  Episode :  [September 


flute,  fife,  violins  and  violoncelloe,  constituted  the  accompanimeut.  If 
consisted  of  a  sounding-board  about  three  feet  in  length  and  of  a.  breadth 
sloping  from  two  to  three  feet,  across  which  were  stretched  the  strings, 
the  whole  of  extremely  rough  construction  and  played  by  means  of  t  wo 
short  sWps  of  whalebone  muffled  with  a  rag  wound  round  the  end  of 
each :  with  these  it  is  more  sharply  or  gently,  deliberately  or  rapidly 
fitruck,  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  so  simple  not  to  say  clumsy 
an  apparatus  can  be  made  to  produce  a  tone  so  sweet,  flexible,  and 
powerful,  or  be  amenable  to  such  delicate,  brilliant,  varied  and  ex- 
pressive execution.  It  is  called  'tzymbalon'  and  the  tzymbalon 
player  it  is  who  improvises  the  melody  and  gives  the  cue  to  the  band, 
who  upon  the  intuitive  apprehension  of  his  thoughts  and  also  of  those 
of  each  other  produce  the  most  appropriate  and  effective  aocom- 
panim/ent.  From  the  divan  on  which  we  had  been  so  obligingly 
placed  we  were  able,  without  being  too  near  the  music,  to  observe 
not  only  the  whole  group,  but  could  also  study  the  audience. 

The  performers  were  now  agreeing  upon  their  theme,  arranging 
Iheir  several  parts — (howbeit  all  score-less) — and  turning  their  strings, 
and  it  was  impossible  not  to  remark  the  unmistakable  stamp  of  their 
race  which  all  bore,  not  only  on  their  countenances  and  features, 
but  in  their  whole  person  and  bearing.  Swarthy  in  complexion,  with 
jet-black  hair,  beard,  eyes,  and  eyebrows,  their  Oriental  features  were 
lighted  up  with  an  intelligent  expression,  and  that  they  were  bom 
musicians,  tmtutored,  untaught,  imtrained  by  any  laws — ^for  genius 
recognises  none — was  manifested  in  the  complete  command  they  had 
of  their  instruments,  which  seemed  to  be  absolutely  part  of  thelnselves. 
Equally  striking  was  the  marvellous  spontaneity  and  simultaneousness 
of  their  action  in  this  entirely  extemporaneous  performance.  Never 
was  there  the  slightest  hesitation  or  break  on  the  part  of  aiiy  of  them, 
though  the  leader  playing  the  tzymbalon  changed  whether  the  key,  the 
time,  the  harmony,  or  the  movement  as  he  wove  his  romance,  fDr 
such  it  was. 

The  pieces  thus  executed  by  these  unique  musicians  may  be  called 
f  operas  without  written  libretti,'  and  strange  to  say  the  libretto  would 
be  utterly  superfluous,  for  so  expressive  are  the  strains,  the  hearer  must 
be  dull  of  comprehension  indeed  if  he  fiail  to  follow  their  meanii^. 
Indeed  one  scarcely  realises  that  the  scene  so  graphically  described 
by  the  music  is  not  actually  before  one's  eyes,  so  entirely  do  they 
follow  the  Horatian  rule  and  lead  the  minds  of  the  audience  yttocwm- 
qiie  volentj  making  them  see  what  they  seem  to  see  themselves. 

The  theme  is  generally  a  legend  or  story,  selected  from  among, 
those  orally  preserved  among  the  tribe,  and  narrated  in  the  language 
of  music,  so  that  it  is  no  wonder  they  should  be  lost  in  a  kind  of 
dreamy  inspiration  and  abandoti  themselves  for  the  time  to  the 
caprices  of  their  imagination.  According  to  the  nature  of  the 
subject,  they  occasionally  becoiAie  so  excited  that  they  impress  on)e 
with  the  idea  they  are  enacting  the  scene  they  depict,  and  thus,. 
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without  an  effort,  succeed  in  firing  their  audience  with  their  own 
enthusiasm. 

At  length  the  instruments  are  tuned,  and  amid  breathless  silence, 
the  piece  begins.  To  ourselves  no  intimation  had  been  made  as  to 
i*s  nature ;  no  form  of  words  or  even  abridged  '  argument '  bad  been 
passed  round.  There  was  nothing  but  the  weird  influence  of  tbese 
musicians  of  nature  imparting  their  narrative  by  the  language  of 
music  to  a  mu^cal  people.  .  Attracted  by  the  prestige  and  the  novelty 
of  the  situation,  we  al|io  gave  ourselves  to  the  subject,  and  as  it  pro- 
ceeded it  interpreted  itself  to  us  as  foUows : — 

The  simple,  flowing,  graceful  melody  with  which  it  o^pened 
described  a  calm  scene  of  rural  life,  the  rosy  d^wn,  the  jEreshness  of 
tibe  easy  morning  hour,  the  dewy  grass,  the  scent  of  spring  flowers, 
the  brook  bubbling  beneath  overhanging  branches,  all  was  there— a 
contented  peasant  population  going  forth  tq  their  healthy,  harmless^ 
peaceful  occupations ;  the  cowherd  driving  his  cattle  to  their  moun- 
tain pastures ;  the  shepherd  leading  his  flocks  afield ;  the  Roes-fiirt' 
scampering  over  the  putzta  with  bis  troop  of  horses,  and  the  advancing 
day  bringing  out  *the  insect  youth'  with  their  busy  hum  on  the 
cahn  noontide  air. 

Now  we  are  in  the  depths  of  the  forest ;  the  sun  is  pouring  his 
l)eams  through  the  intersticeB  of  the  foliage,  and  the  glowing  light 
mottles  the  chequered  ground.  Innocent  birds  are  singing  in  the 
trees,  but  among  men  a  marauding  spirit  is  astir:  a  horde  of  brigands, 
lieaded  by  their  desperate  chief,  is  preparing  an  attack  on  these  happy^ 
laborious,  unconscious,  and  alas!  prosperous  villagers.  Their  plan 
of  action  is  arranged,  they  start  for  their  merciless  expedition ;  we 
are  roused  by  the  sudden  clattering  of  hoofs,  the  clang  of  arms^  the 
sound  of  voices,  the  periodical  word  of  command.  We  have  arrived 
at  the  encounter  and  are  prepared  for  the  dismay  of  the  surprised 
peasants  expressed  in  the  furious  shouts  of  men,  the  shrieks  of  women, 
the  cries  of  children,  as  by  the  power  of  arms  and  the  force  of  numbers 
their  stores  and  cattle  are  seized  and  carried  away  amid  violence  and 
bloodshed,  and  the  defenceless  owners  made  captive. 

But  things  are  not  to  end  thus,  the  innocent  will  be  avenged ; 
retributive  justice  is  not  to  be  mocked  and  awaits  the  dastardly 
plunderers ;  the  battery  of  Heaven  interposes  to  avenge  the  wrongs 
of  the  helpless ;  and  the  dark  eye  of  the  Zigeuner  flashes  as  he  draws 
down  thQ  forked  lightning  in  vivid  flashes,  and  presently  follows  the 
roar  of  the  loud  thunder  echoing  from  one  mountain  peak  to  another 
and  answering  again  and  again  as  it  pursues  its  mysterious  transit 
into  the  far-roff  distance  and  dies  away.  The  cowardly  victors,"  seeing 
X>ue  of  their  chiefs,  horse  and  rider,  struck  to  the  ground  in  the  im- 
mediate front  of  their  band,  and  so  suddenly  that  the  rest,  having  no 
time  to  rein  in,  ride  headlong  over  him,  have  recourse  to  a  hasty 
flight;  more  than  one  is  thrown  with  violence  to  the  ground,  aijd  they 
are  unable  to  gain  their  forest  fastness ;  the  &irj  of  tiie  storm  puisnes 
them ;  shelterless  and  bewildered  they  are  scattered  in  all  directions; 
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their  booty  escapes  them,  their  captives  are  freed,  while  the  confusion 
that  prevails  among  them  renders  their  expedition  abortive.  In  the 
midst  of  the  fury  of  the  elements,  and  the  general  consternation  it 
has  occasioned,  a  shot  from  the  cross-bow  of  one  of  tJie  peasants,  who 
have  now  summoned  presence  of  mind  to  defend  themselves,  has 
struck  their  leader,  and  while  trying  to  rally  his  band  he  has  CEillen 
dead  from  his  horse,  and  the  panic  is  complete. 

But  see  the  leader  of  the  performance ;  he  has  worked  himself 
into  a  frenzy  by  the  time  this  consummation  is  reached ;  his  coun- 
tenance becomes  of  a  deeper  hue ;  the  perspiration  runs  down  his  &ce, 
and  as  he  gives  the  final  stroke,  the  whalebones  drop  from  his  hands 
and  he  sinks  back  in  his  chair  completely  exhausted. 

To  ourselves  this  exciting  performance  was  perfectly  magical,  and 
we  had  so  completely  followed  every  stage  of  the  story  that,  when  the 
finale  came,  diflScult  as  it  seems  to  understand  it  now,  we  were  not 
even  surprised  at  this  result  to  the  poet-musician.  The  audience, 
more  or  less  used  to  these  exhibitions  of  genius,  though  not  astonished, 
were  enthusiastic  in  their  applause,  and  testified  their  sympathy  and 
admiration  by  loudly  cheering  the  band,  raising  their  glasses  in  the 
air  and  drinking  the  health  of  the  performers  with  reiterated  bravos. 

A  hat  was  carried  round  by  one  of  the  Zigeuners,  and  we  were 
glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  testifying  our  gratification ;  but 
Hungarian  hospitality  admits  of  no  compromise,  and  we  were  dis- 
appointed as  well  as  surprised,  on  beckoning  the  collector  to  us,  to 
find  his  approach  forbidden  by  the  landlord,  who,  advancing,  whispered 
that  the  little  performance  must  be  considered  as  ofiered  to  us  in  our 
character  of  strangers,  and  that  all  present  would  feel  gratified  if  we 
would  accept  it  as  a  mark  of  their  welcome  to  us  on  coming  among 
them.  All  we  could  do,  therefore,  was  to  assure  the  spokesman  of 
the  pleasure  we  had  derived  from  the  entertainment  and  to  beg  him 
to  convey  the  expression  of  our  warm  recognition  of  the  coiurtesy  of 
those  who  had  provided  it  for  us.  At  the  same  time  we  would  not  be 
denied  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  Zigeuner  band  drink  our  health, 
and  requested  the  landlord  to  provide  them  wherewithal  to  perform 
this  task. 

The  history  of  these  strange  folks  is  as  interesting  as  curious. 
Each  of  these  wandering  detachments  owns  a  tract  or  beat,  the  bounds 
of  which  are  recognised  and  respected  by  the  rest,  and  they  pay 
their  periodical  visits  to  the  towns  and  villages  it  contains  with  great 
regularity.  Those  who  claim  the  town  of  Raab  as  their  privileged 
resort  have  from  time  immemorial  earned,  and  have  tnuiitionally 
maintained,  a  brilliant  reputation  as  virtuosi.  Among  them,  the 
names  of  Bibary,  Szarcoszy,  and  Ketskemety  are  recognised  as  stars  of 
the  first  magnitude,  but  Farkacs  Miskah  is  the  *  full-moon'  of  tzym- 
balon-players. 

The  Zigeimer-volk  constitute  an  important  element  in  the  social 
habits  of  the  Hungarian  people;  they  are  regarded  as  a  national 
institution,  without  the  help  of  which  their  popular  festivities,  public 
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or  private,  their  mamagefl,  baptisms,  betrothals,  anniversaries  and 
fikinily  gatherings  would  be  devoid  of  spirit  or  interest.  The  musical  . 
feu^ulties  inherited  by  these  people  seem  to  amount  almost  to  a  supple* 
maitary  sense.  Theoretically  speaking,  they  know  nothing  of  the 
science  of  music,  but  their  ear  catches  with  marvellous  facility,  and 
their  mind  retains,  any  air  they  may  once  hear,  and  they  possess  the 
power  of  reproducing  it  on  any  of  their  own  simple  instruments.  It  is 
sufficient  to  hum  or  whistle  to  them  the  suggestion  of  a  tune  they 
have  never  heard,  for  them  to  play  it  with  elaborate  accompaniments. 
This  is  the  delight  of  the  Magyar  population.  Every  Himgarian  has 
his  favourite  air,  and  sometimes  a  whole  evening  in  a  cavi-haz  is 
passed  in  calling  upon  the  Zigeuners  for  this  reproduction  of  one  time 
after  another ;  their  success  in  responding  to  these  appeals  being  met 
vith  the  most  rapturous  applause.  The  popular  dances  such  as  the 
Czardacs  could  not  be  danced  without  the  accompaniment  of  the 
tzymbalon. 

It  is  a  singular  and  suggestive  fact  that  the  idiosyncratic  talent 
evinced  by  these  unlearned  musicians  is  a  gift  per  86  and  is  incapable 
of  being  attained  or  improved.  The  great  Maestro  Liszt — himself  a 
Hungarian  and  conversant  with  the  music  of  these  tribes — gives  an 
interesting  account  of  an  experiment  made  by  himself  to  train  and 
educate  a  Zigeuner  lad,  very  proficient  in  his  own  natural  art.  The 
result,  however,  proved  abortive,  and  so  far  from  cultivating  the  germ  v. 
which  appeared  so  fertile,  he  only  succeeded  in  disturbing  his  pre- 
conceived notions  without  imparting  any  new  ideas. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  music  forms  the  occupation  of  all 
Zigeunei:? ;  there  is  only  one  section  that  gives  itself  up  to  this  sesthetic 
pursuit ;  others  employing  their  early  youth  in  acquiring  the  various 
trades  by  which  they  earn  their  living:  these  are,  as  in  other  countries, 
charcoal-burning,  tinkering,  smithying,  nail-making,  horse-shoeing, 
while  the  women  carry  on  an  auxiliary  'business'  in  tambourine 
playing,  dancing  and  fortime-telling,  and  often  earn  from  the 
credulitgr  of  village  maidens  more  than  the  men  who  supply  the 
domestic  needs  of  the  population. 

Thus  they  travel  from  village  to  village  in  their  movable  wooden 
hut,  with  their  &milies  and  all  their  chattels  about  them ;  pigs  and 
dogs,  their  only  live-stock,  bringing  up  the  rear,  a  hammer  and 
hellows  their  only  tools,  and  an  iron  pot  their  compendious  batterie 
de  cuiame.  Arrived  at  their  halting-place  on  the  outskirts  of  a  town, 
tiiey  encamp,  dig  a  hole  and  kindle  their  bivouac-fire ;  they  then  un- 
harness their  horse  and  leave  him  to  find  his  pasture.  While  the 
women  wash  their  clothes  and  cook  their  food,  the  men  present 
themselves  to  their  expectant  employers  and  generally  find  repairs 
and  orders  awaiting  their  arrival. 

Although  the  Zigeuners  belong  to  all  countries,  those  of  each 
country  maintain  their  distinctive  peculiarities  so  rigidly  from 
generation  to  generation,  that  there  is  no  tracing  in  them  any  aflSnity 
to  the  races  among  which  they  have  established  themselves. 
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Wonderfdlly  hardy  in  eonstitution,  they  will  face  the  extremes^ 
whether  of  heat  or  cold,  without  any  of  those  artificial  compensationa- 
irhich  with  ill  other  people  have  become  necessities  of  nature.  Thua  a 
3Siere  rag  suffices  to  cover  them  beneath  the  ieenest  blast,  and  they 
expose  themselves  bare4ieadedcto  the^  fietcest  ffiifa.   The  Zigeuner  i» 
reckless  as  a  child  and  wild  as-n  beast  of  prey :  he  knows  no  care  for/ 
ite  morrow  and  is  always  in.  need,  and  in  squAli^  poverty:  though* 
^ager  for  a  meal  when  he  can  get  it  by  no  maUier  what  means,  he^idU 
go  without  food  uncomplSEtiilinglyiWhfep  it  is  nbt  tb  be  had;  tobaoco^- 
however,  is  to  him  a  neoessity,  and  he  ccmnot  school  himself  to  d«o^^' 
without  it ;  but  he  is  ^content!  with  the  vilest  sort,  and  if  he  oannot 
obtain  any  fit  to  smoke,  he'fcolb  up  into  a  ball  fencl^  as  he  can  procure 
and  keeps  it  in  his  mouth;'  :  ' 

The  newly-born  Zigeuner  ehild  is  frcim  the  hour  of  its  birth  used 
to  cold  water  by  being  plungM^  into  the  nearfest  spring  at  whatever 
season  of  the  year,  and  after  a  couple  of  weeks'  travels  tied  to  its 
mother's  back  or  borne  on  -het  head  whether  through  piercing  c<dd  or 
torrid  heat.  For  the  first  two  years  it  wears  no  clothing ;  it  reoeivea 
BO  training  of  any  kind  utij^  in  the  att  of  plundermg  or  acquiring 
its  trade,  so  that  its  moral  uegradatiori  may  be  easily  estimated. 
?  Sigismimd  granted  tovlfttfeZigeuners  of  Hungary  certain  privileges 
and  recognised  their  nghi  to  "te  represented  by  deputies;  and  his 
successor  tried  in  vain  to  induce  theto  to  settle  and  take  u^)  fixed 
habits  as  artisans  or  a^ciiltural  tj^bourers.  Then,  as  always,  it  wa» 
found  impossible  ^  wean  thejn  flroiA  their  independent  habits  and 
nomad  propensities.  •     .  ^ 

•  We  are  glad  to  add  that  it  has  been  ascertained  the.musicak 
Zigeuners  exhibit  a  greatmoral  superiority  over  the  rest  of  their 
tribe,  and  there  seems  every  reason  to  attribute  this  elevation  to  the 
refining  influences  of  their  pursuit.  These  gelierally  appear  iit 
peasant'  Oostume,  but  they  are  always  glad  to.  puchase  second-hand 
the  rich  dress-costume  of-  ihe  Magyar,  and  this  gtaoeful  and  pictur- 
esque attire  becomes  them  well.  .  ^■ 

Once  again  it  was  our  lot  to  hear  the  Zigeuner  band,  but  this^ 
titne  on  foreign  soil,  in  the  precincts  of  the  Trocadero.  Strange  as  it 
may  seem,'  We  scarcely  recognised  our  enchanters  of  Eaab.  Their 
strains  were  marvellously  sweet,  and  they  were  also  distinctive  in  th^ 
cjharacter  as  all  nationd  music  always  must  be ;  but  it  was  like  the 
sdtig  of  the  caged  nightingale.  The  effect  was  that  produced  by 
seeing  a  choice  -relic  of  antiquity  in  a  museum  instead  of  on  the  ^K>t 
where  it  was  found  ;  the  prestige  was  gone  with  the  cadre  that  sur— 
rounded  it,  and  the  Zigeutier'of  Magyar-land  had  lost  his  witchery! 
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BY  the  tim^  these  words  are  printed  most  of  us  will  have  started  on  the 
holiday  expeditions  which  have  become  a  portion  of  English  life,, 
as  certainly  calculated  upon  and  provided  for  as  the  family  bread  and> 
butter.  It  used  to  be  permitted  to  the  social  critic  to  say  that  there 
were  many  people  in  the  closed-up  streets  iii^ho  shut  their  shutters 
fot  the  sake  of  the  fashion,  and  lived  in  severe  economy  and  their 
back  parlourB  when  their  richer  neighbours  were  wandering  hither*  and 
thither.  But  now  there  is  on  this  point  no  distinction,  so  to  speak,  or 
ridier  or  power.  To  be  away  somewhere  in  the  months  of  August  and 
September,  or  a  portion  of  tJiem,  is  as  much  a  matter  of  necessity  as  a 
warm  gown  or  an  overcoat  in  winter.  Whether  it  is  to'Switzerland,  or 
Oermany,  or  France^  or  regions  still  further  afield ;  or  only  to  the  sea- 
side; or,  homelier  still,  to  country  lodgings,  the  rustic  cottage  or 
farmhouse,  where  people  who  have  not  much  to  spend  get  just  as 
much  good  out  of  their  holidays  sometimes  as  the  most  costly  tra- 
vellers— everybody  in  England,  who  pretends  to  be  anybody,  *  goes 
away'  in  the  autumn.  We  do  not  speak  of  those  who  are  always 
going  away — those  whose  health  conveniently  requii'es  the  sunshine 
of  the  South  in  winter,  the  bracing  air  of  the  Engadine  in  autunm, 
perhaps  the  brightness  of  Paris  at  Easter,  and  whose  means  enable 
them  to  vary  their  life  and  their  climate  in  this  pleasant  way,  getting 
the  best  of  everything,  and  avoiding  everjrwhere  the  bitter  half  of 
^esistence.  Happy  are  those  people — or  at  least  they  ought  to  be 
happy.  Perhaps,  on  the  whole,  let  us  console  ourselves  by  thinking— 
though  the  doctrine  of  compensations  is  not  so  much  in  vogue  as  it  used 
to  be— they  are  no  happier  than  the  rest  of  us.  But  at  least  they  have 
more  in  their  lives;  they  get  more  for  their  money,  to  speak  vulgarly; 
they  buy  themselves  a  larger  share  of  the  concomitants  of  happiness 
than  other  people.  We  say  nothing  of  these  fortunate  persons ;  but 
nether  of  those  classes  of  English  society,  who  have  more  occu- 
pations than  riches,  down  to  the  working  man,  who,  though 
he  does  not  *gD  away,'  takes  his  pleasure  in  a  van  of  a  Monday^ 
and  gets  his  share,  in  broken  bits  perhaps,  yet  bearing  as  go6d 
a  comparison  with  the  month  at  the  seaside  of  the  toilitig  pro- 
fessional fkmily  or  not  rich  merchant  as  thei^  does  with  the  Italian 
tours  and  Swiss  expeditions  of  their  wealthy  contemporaries.  And 
it  is  not  even  among  the  denizens  of  towns  alone  that  the  habit  is 
universal.  They  have,  perhaps,  a  better  reason.  Goal  smoke  apd  the 
3coix5hings  of  the  summer  (not  this  summer,  innocei;it  of  scorching  1), 
the  heated  pavements,  the  bumt-up  parks,  the  dust  and  the  din,  are- 
all  so  many  demons  before  whom  we  flee  when  our  lot  id  cast  in 
London,  or,  in  any  other  of  the  great  towns  iirEhgland.   But  even  to- 
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the  smallest  the  same  instinct  has  spread.  The  little  country  town, 
all  cool  and  shady  under  its  trees,  perhaps  with  poetic  woods  all 
round  it,  perhaps  with  the  soft  flowing  of  a  river  underneath  its  old 
bridges,  tranquil  and  cool  and  kind,  where  other  holiday  travellers 
disport  themselves  with  delight,  is  abandoned  by  its  inmates  as 
much — nay,  perhaps  more, — than  a  smoky  town  in  the  Black 
Country.  From  coimtry  granges  and  parsonages,  the  abodes  of 
peace — even  from  the  great  houses  of  great  people,  though  these  have 
attractions  of  their  own  not  so  easily  overlooked,  and  the  season  in 
London  makes  '  home '  in  itself  the  most  grateful  of  changes — group 
;affcer  group  streams  away.  To  what  use  even  are  we  writing  these  words, 
which  in  all  likelihood  the  half  of  the  readers  of '  Fraser '  will  not 
^ee  ?  Is  not  the  book  which  a  pubUfeher  produces  at  this  season  as 
good  as  a  murdered  book  unless  it  has  private  means  of  its  own,  like  a 
briefless  barrister,  to  support  it  till  readers  come  back  to  read  it,  and 
writers  to  notice  it,  and  the  world  is  astir  again  ?  A  clever  contem- 
porary once  dubbed  this  period  of  the  year  the  '  silly  season.'  The 
newspapers  maimder,  for  all  the  members  of  their  staflf  who  can  write 
are  *away.'  Even  *Pimch,'  though  he  is  never  in  greater  request, 
-nods  occasionally.  Wit,  like  everything  else,  is  out  of  town.  But 
while  we  are  discouraged  by  this  idea,  we  are  on  the  other  hand 
encouraged  by  the  fact  that  those  who  cannot  get  *  away,'  and  there 
are  always  some  millions  of  them  in  England,  want  special  consolation 
at  this  time  of  the  year ;  and  that  those  who  are  '  away,'  but  only 
within  the  four  seas,  also  require  a  little  more  diversion  than  usual  from 
*the  unaccustomed  pressure  upon  them  of  the  coimtry  or  the  sea.  There 
is  nothing  so  good  for  bringing  one  to  a  true  knowledge  of  one's 
Tesources  and  their  value,  as  the  mere  fact  of  finding  one's  self  in 
sea-side  lodgings,  or  in  the  depths  of  the  coimtry  in  some  melancholy 
rhired  house,  probably  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  carefully  stripped  of 
■everything  that  is  human.  When  the  day  is  over,  during  which  time 
the  novelty  of  the  new  scene  occupies  the  visitors,  there  is  something 
in  the  evening  seclusion  within  the  stiff  muslin  curtains,  under 
the  blazing  gaslights,  of  a  house  on  the  Marine  Parade :  or  in  the 
perhaps  more  appalling  gloom  of  a  rustic  drawing-room,  low-roofed, 
and  somewhat  mouldy,  with  faint  candles  endeavouring  to  penetrate 
the  gloom,  which  strikes  a  chill  to  the  boldest  heart.  Then  how 
welcome  are  our  little  ships  of  literature,  with  all  their  mingled  freight 
of  story  and  song,  of  philosophies  and  musings,  of  wisdom  and  non* 
sense — the  nonsense,  if  it  is  pleasant,  being  perhaps — who  shall  say  ? — 
in  these  grave  circumstances,  the  most  welcome  of  all.  It  is  in  the 
benevolent  hope  of  carrying  some  amusement,  if  perhaps  a  little 
envy,  not  malevolent,  to  the  bosoms  of  our  dear  neighbours  who  are 
taking  their  holiday  in  the  country  or  on  the  sea,  and  who  have  come 
in,  somewhat  disgusted,  to  an  evening  which  is  longer  than  is  desirable, 
^nd  a  parlour  much  unlike  the  dainty  drawing-room  at  home,  that  we 
bring  out  our  little  bundle  of  holiday  books — records  of  the  follies  and 
the  pleasures  of  people  more  venturesome  than  themselves,  and  we. 
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There  is  no  more  general  subject  of  congratulatidn  to  the  age  than 
I  that  about  the  fiu^ilities  of  travelling,  the  abundant  modes  of  con- 
veyance* which  we  possess  into  all  the  comers  of  the  earth,  which  have 
80  wonderfully  developed  our  natiural  instinct  for  wandering ;  and 
nothing  can  be  more  true.  But  this  very  fecility  has  produced  ai 
reaction.  The  people  who  once  had  the  traveller's  privileges  all  to^ 
themselves — or  rather  the  descendants  and  representatives  of  these* 
!  people — ^bave  become  impatient  of  the  advantages  which  they  share 
I  with  Cook's  exciu-sionists  and  all  the  commonplace  rabble  of  tourists 
who  are  to  be  found  about  Swiss  hotels  and  pensions ;  and  as  the  wheels- 
of  time  go  round,  it  begins  to  be  found  more  amusing  and  more  original 
to  behave  as  if  these  facilities  had  never  been ;  to  ignore  railways,  to  for- 
get the  huge  hotels,  which  are  another  feature  in  the  progress  of  our 
time,  and  to  pursue  the  obscure  pathways  of  the  earth  by  primitive 
j  means.  Nay,  we  are  beginning,  with  systematic  earnestness,  to  recall 
to  ourselves  the  fact  that,  almost  without  the  aid  of  railway there 
are  travels  within  our  reach  as  amusing  and  interesting  as  anything 
▼e  could  obtain  by  long  journeys  and  much  expenditure  of  time  and. 
money.  We  are  beginning  to  explore  our  own  rivers,  to  wander 
about  our  own  homely  green  valleys  and  hillsides.  The  Khine  we- 
have  found  in  reality  much  inferior  to  the  Thames  as  a  pathway  of 
pleasure.  This  is  the  eflfect  of  over-facility,  of  too  many  advantages. 
We  remember  the  time  when  that  very  Bhine,  which  now  reminds 
us  of  the  scenery  of  an  opera,  was  the  chosen  river  of  romance,  flow- 
ing through  a  land  of  enchantments.  But  nowadays  the  Thames, 
by  Goring  and  Pangboume,  and  the  woods  of  Cliveden,  is  more  to 
our  mind.  We  toss  our  carpet-bags  into  the  bow,  divest  ourselves  of 
aU  but  flannel,  and  push  out  upon  the  delightful  kindly  stream, 
where  we  know  we  shall  see  nothing  better  than  a  coimtry  churchy 
nothing  worse  than  a  prosaic  lock,  and  in  the  freedom  of  silence  and 
daylight,  in  the  low  murmur  of  the  flowing  water,  in  the  broad  air 
and  imencumbered  road,  find  something  better  than  the  most  per- 
I  fectly  arranged  of  steamboats,  the  most  punctual  of  express  trains,  and 
all  the  facilities  of  tmvel.  Thus  we  come  round,  as  humanity  so  con- 
stantly does,  to  our  old  starting  point.  It  is  not  always  the  ease  of 
doing  that  makes  an  enterprise  pleasant.  The  crowd,  the  heat,  the- 
haste,  the  din,  which  are  inseparable  from  all  the  new  conveniences 
of  the  time,  are  no  longer  to  many  of  us  made  up  for  by  the  power 
of  getting  over  so  much  more  space,  arriving  at  so  much  further 
distances  than  of  old.  We  have  tried  the  facilities  of  travel,  and 
tasted  their  advantages,  and  now  we  turn  upon  them  and  abjure 
them.  We  set  up  coaches  on  which  to  traverse  the  disused 
country  roads;  we  make  our  way  four  miles  an  hour  upon  the 
river,  and  only  stop  to  vituperate  the  fussy  abomination  of  a  steam- 
launch  which  sends  its  wash — vulgar  little  upstart ! — to  injure  our 
river  banks  and  toss  our  boat  about,  and  'take  our  water.' 
Such  is  one  result  of  a  universally  extended  railway  system, 
and  the  careful    organisation    of    every  meang   of  travellings 


Digitized  by  Google 


400 


Holiday  Travel-Books.  September 


«0n  the  other  Side,  we  do  not  attempt  to  dispute  the  fact  that  the  rail- 
ways have  opened  up  the  world  to  hundreds  to  whom  the  lovely  scenery 
of  continental  countries,  now  within  a  distance  of  twenty-four  or  forty- 
eight  hours  from  their  doors,  would  have  been  a  sealed  book  all  their 
lives.  Even  Cook's  excursions  may  widen  some  minds,  cut  some 
bands  of  prejudice,  and  light  up  some  imaginations  with  aU  the 
rglories  of  Italian  moonlight  and  Alpine  snow.  But  in  the  meantime 
the  fastidious  mind  of  the  cultivated  classes  is  reverting  to  the 
locomotion  of  our  fathers,  or  to  methods  still  more  simple  than  any 
which  our  immediate  fathers  or  grandfathers  would  have  condescended 
to  use.  To  wander,  a  genteel  vagabond,  about  xmknown  hills  and 
valleys  '  with  a  donkey,' '  would  have  looked  a  very  strange  proceedings 
'fifty  years  ago  when  the  ContineBt  was  first  set  open  after  the  great 
wars.  Now  we  are  used  to  every  kind' of  eccentricity  in  travelling  and 
shocked  by  none.  The  very  guide-books  recognise  the  delig^  of 
•escaping  from  the  iron  road  and  all  its  conveniences.  Here  is  a  very- 
good  embodiment  of  what  we  have  been  trying  to  say,  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  pleasure  of  returning  to  primitive  modes  of  conveyance, 
which  we  take  out  of  a  book  not  otherwise  very  interesting,  upon* 
the  subject  of  the  Black  Forest,^  which  is  not  exactly  a  fresh  subject 
nor  treated  in  a  very  original  way. 

The  sight  of  the  bid  lumbering  yellow  vehicle  with  its  team  of  grey 
cart-horses  which  awaits  the  trav^er's  arrival  at  Oppenati,  has  something 
of  r^reshment  in  it.  The  appearance  of  the  wonderful4ooking  individual, 
who,  in  his  huge  top-boots  and  brigand  hat,  with'  its  parti-ooloured  tuft 
-and  big  cock's  feather,  presente  rather  the  appearance  of  a  theatrical 
bandit  than  of  a  possible  stage  coachman,  has  a  certain  indefinable  charm 
^ibout  it.  It  is  delightful  to  lounge  in  the  roomy  old  coupe,  or  even  to  find 
one's  self  above  the  world,  amid  the  portmanteaus  and  bandboxes,  and  to 
Tje  trotted  steadily  along,  through  valleys  and  villages,  beside  streams  and 
-over  mountains,  with  the  happy  sense  of  leisurely  progress  that  is  so  rare 
in  these  days  of  steam  and  hurry.  There  is  a  certain  intoxication  in  the 
feeling  that  we  have  shaken  ourselves  firee  of  the  steam  monster,  who  is  in 
a  manner  the  good  and  evil  genius  of  our  lives.  We  are  like  schoolboys 
escaped  from  everyday  drudg^;  we  are  discoverers  passing  into  a  world 
unlmown.  When  we  observe  the  excitement  with  which'  our  progress 
through  the  villages  is  regarded ;  when  we  find  ourselves  merged  into  a 
portion  of  the  local  Post,  the  mouthpiece  of  the  outer  world  to  these  quiet 
spots ;  when  we  notice  how  a  crimson  flag  is  hung  out  by  way  of  signal 
iihat  passenger  or  pai'cel  is  awaiting  us ;  and,  above  all,  when  we  remark 
that  our  entrance  and  exit  to  every  village  is  thought  worthy  of  musical 
honours — that  is  to  say,  wh6n  our  worthy  bandit  is  found  pla^ong  a 
whole  tune  with  variations  on  his  comet  solemnly,  and  a  good  deal  out  of 
tune,  but  still  with  much  efiecty  on  each  occasion ; — ^when  all  these  things 
happen  to  us,  we  look  about  us  with  an  air  of  satisfaction  and  say,  *  Wa 
:are  off  the  beaten  track.' 


*  Travels  rvith  a  Donkey  in.  tlw  Cerenncs,  By  Robert  Louis  Stevenson.  London : 
Kegan  Paul  &  Co. 

'  The,  Black  Ihrest :  its  People  and  LegcnBs.  By  L.  G.  Seguin.  London : 
.Strahan. 
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We  must  however  pause  here  to  admit  that,  however  delightful  it 
may  be  in  holiday  times  thus  to  recover  our  individuality,  and 
vindicate  our  human  preferisnce  for  doing  something  which  it  is  not 
open  to  every  other  himian  being  to  do — a  long  journey  pertbrmed  by 
these  antiquated  means  is  something  upon  wMch  the  modem  mind 
can  scarcely  fail  to  look  with  horrdr.  We  remember  travelling  on 
the  way  to  Italy,  in  a  diligence,  which  ran  along  one  of  the  loveliest 
loads  in  the  world,  from  Marseilles  to  Nice.  We  were  a  night  and  a 
day  on  the  road.  It  is  twenty  years  ago  or  mote,  and  no  railway 
pick  had  touched,  or  theodolite  surveyed,  that  ^chauting  coast.  We 
remember  how  tl^  sun  rose,  the  flood  of  golden  light,  bands  of  orangio 
and  crimson  with  which  the  azure  sky  was  barred  as  sudden  day  came 
out  of  the  mists  of  night,  and  the  mystic  blueness  of  the  dawn.  But 
we  remember  also  how  the  joy  of  this  solenm  and  glorious  spectacle, 
this  resurrection  of  the  earth,  was  vulgarised  into  the  relief  of  the 
sensation  that,  thank  heaven  I  a  hideous  night — made  miserable  by 
every  kind  of  contortion  into  which  the  aching  body  could  be  twisted, 
stifling  with  heat  and  du$t,  disgusting  with  the  odours  and  the  coBr 
tact  of  other  heavily  breathing  and  similarly  contorted  individuals^ 
on  either  side — ^wafl  over  at  last.  For  getting  over  the  ground,  And 
securing  a  certain  amount  of  comfort  while  doing  so,  the  railway  has 
unspeakably  the  advantage  of  any  other  mode  of  travelling  in  Com^ 
mon.  We  most  not  permit  fancy  to  carry  us  too  far.  The  Black 
Forest,  with  its  quaint  coaches  and  villages  hidden  among  the  trees, 
would  not  have  been  for  us  had  there  been  only  carriages  and  horses 
to  take  us  there.  For  the  long  swift  flight  over  a  wearyroad,the  feteady 
un&ltering  rush,  with  whirr  as  of  strong  wings,  through  the  ^ooms 
and  silences  of  night,  devouring  the  way,  let  us  thank  that  iron  road 
and  the  tributary  giants  that  never  weary  or  fail,  whom  human  craft 
has  put  to  this  work,  a  work  not  to  be  accomplished  in  any  other 
way. 

The  book  about  the  Black  Forest,  to  which  we  have  referred,  is 
not  however  a  good  specimen  of  the  kind  of  travel-book  which  we 
have  been  describing.  It  may  be,  perhaps,  more  valuable  to  an 
intending  traveller  than  a  mere  record  of  individual  experience; 
for  it  IiOLS  maps  and  copious  descriptions,  and  goes  systematically 
into  the  question  how  to  get  from  one  woodland  depth  to  another, 
with  full  detail  of  every  wood  or  water  nymph  by  the  way. 
But  we  have  got  by  this  time  a  little  weary  of  the  Undines  and 
Melusinas.  Perhaps  we  have  overdone  those  Teutonic  versions  of 
plder  fable,  and  we  have  also  had  somewhat  too  much  of  the  German 
simplicities  of  primitive  life.  There  is  a  respectable  solidity  and 
mpectability  about  that  great  nation  which  grows  monotonous  aft^ 
awhile.  Perhaps  we  are  ourselves  built  too  much  on  the  same 
lines.  Impossible  not  to  esteem  their  slow  and  steady  excellence, 
the  ponderous,  heavy  virtue  which  thrives  and  multiplies  and 
breads  itself  over  the  earth,  as  we  ourselves  do ;  but  it  wants  the 
l^fater  graces  which  attract  the  imagination.   The  general  Germanism 
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seems  too  strong  for  iDdividuality.  It  is  the  race  incarnate  in  one 
person  with  whom  we  talk,  not  a  man  modified  by  the  peculiari- 
ties of  race.  But  yet  those  quaint  and  antique  towns,  all  perfect  in 
their  habits  as  they  lived  three  hundred  years  ago;  ^ose  stiU 
villages  with  their  old  houses ;  those  clumjy,  heavy-footed  forms  in 
costumes  that  are  rarely  beautiful,  but  full  of  practical  use  and  wear- 
ing— are  all  refreshful  to  the  wearied  mind  which  wants  more  rest 
than  excitement.  And  what  wealth  of  woodland  glades,  what  nooks 
of  human  habitation  buried  in  the  rocks  and  woods,  may  be  found 
there  !  It  is  a  little  world  of  itself,  a  world  so  easily  accessible,  that 
Baden-Baden,  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  frequented  of  pleasure 
resorts,  sits  on  the  edge  of  this  sylvan  region,  where  the  traveller  may 
lose  himself  in  mazy  byways  leading  from  village  to  village,  and  for- 
get that  he  is  living  in  the  nineteenth  century.  Nothing,  however, 
can  be  more  utterly  conventional  than  the  herding  together  of  the 
popidation  here  and  there,  wherever  there  is  a  nasty  spring  of  mineral 
water,  to  take  the  periodical  *  Cure,'  which  seems  the  synonym  in 
many  places  of  that  'change  of  air'  which  is  our  own  fiEivoiurite 
panacea.  The  German  pleasure-seeker  puts  his  amusement  on  a  grave 
height  of  necessity.  The  author  of  the  *  Black  Forest '  gives  an 
amusing  account  of  the  *  annual  passion '  for  water  which  seizes  the 
whole  Teutonic  race :  '  At  a  certain  period  of  the  year  he  is  seized, 
no  matter  what  his  rank,  occupation,  or  position,  with  an  insatiable 
craving,  an  intolerable  water-thirst,  which  nothing  less  than  a  month 
at  a  bath  can  satisfy.  Water  he  must  have,  or  die— socially.'  The 
very  babies  are  made  to  consume  their  modicum  of  diluted  sulphur, 
or  rotten  eggs,  and  to  take  their  dip.  '  Poor  little  things !  what  is 
the  matter  with  them  ? '  the  stranger  asks.  But  there  is  nothing  the 
matter  with  them ;  they  have  come  to  take  the  waters,  and  they  take 
them.  This  inclination  towai-ds  medicine,  whether  we  want  it  or  not, 
has  happily  never  been  developed  among  ourselves ;  imless,  indeed, 
in  the  sublimer  regions  of  society,  where  people,  after  the  season,  go 
meekly  to  Homburg,  to  drink  and  gossip  and  warm  up  all  the  old 
dishes  of  scandal  that  one  hoped  had  been  done  with.  No  doubt  many 
a  seaside  expedition  of  doubtful  advantage  and  comfort  has  been 
justified  by  the  reflection  that  '  a  change  is  good  for  the  children ; ' 
but  in  Germany  it  is  like  the  nursery  *dose'  after  Christmas 
mince-pies  and  puddings,  a  making  up  for  the  enjoyments  of  the 
rest  of  the  year.  The  body  does  penance ;  the  mind  is  regaled, 
with  music,  with  solemn  tea-garden  sociabilities,  such  as  please 
the  Teutonic  race.  'A  band  plays  twice  a  day  on  the  Kurplatz,' 
and  the  good  people  sit  about,  the  women  knitting,  the  men 
smoking,  some  on  long  benches  by  long  tables,  some  with  the  free- 
dom of  chairs  dotted  here  and  there.  Few  are  their  words,  and  let 
us  hope  they  are  well  chosen :  but  much  is  their  tobacco— a  blue  cloud 
imder  the  trees— and  the  stockings  that  are  knitted  and  the  worsted 
work  that  is  done  must  be  endless.  But  whether  the  amusement  of 
-sittiBg  out  under  that  cloud  for  hours  together  is  a  lively  way  of  spend- 
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ing  the  annual  holiday  it  is  not  for  us  to  say ;  it  is  the  '  Cure '  which 
the  nation  loves. 

It  is  curious  that  among  all  our  borrowings  and  adaptations  we  have 
•never  set  up  a '  Cure.'  *The  Bath'  indeed  a  himdred  years  ago  occupied 
something  of  the  position  which  the  larger  and  more  &shionable  of 
the  German  baths  occupy  now.    And  Buxton  and  Harrogate  supply 
«  certain  amoimt  of  drowsy  dissipation  for  their  invalids.    But  the 
English  mind  in  general  has  never  been  drawn  towards  this  medi- 
cated pleasure.    Pure  idleness,  indeed,  has  never  established  itself 
among  us  as  a  fashion  of  amusement.    We  think  there  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  for  it  in  many  ways.    To  go  from  one  sort  of  active 
exercise  to  another  is  our  general  practice.    We  leave  our  books, 
our  offices,  and  omr  toils  for  an  opposite  kind  of  fatigue — climbing 
mountains,  seeing  pictures,  studying  architecture — doing  something, 
whatever  that  something  may  be.    But  could  we  be  content  to  sit 
still,  with  or  without  the  tobacco,  to  let  the  soft  warm  featureless 
days  glide  over  us,  without  incident,  without  exertion,  might  not 
this  be  better  for  the  mind  at  least,  of  which  we  are  always  com- 
{daining  that  it  is  overworked  ?    To  lie  on  the  sea-beach  and  skim 
pebbles  across  the  waves  is  perhaps  a  kind  of  idleness  that  would  suit 
the  Englishman  better,  or  to  withdraw  to  the  solitude  of  the  most 
private  of  lawns,  where  the  shade  of  the  trees  is  shared  by  no 
rabble  of  bathers,  but  may  be  enjoyed  in  absolute  freedom.  That, 
no  doubt,  would  be  good  for  him — ^if  he  could  be  persuaded  to  do  it. 
But  what  English  family  does  not  know  the  misery  of  finding  itself 
afloat  for  the  holidays  at  some  resort  of  pleasure  where  there  is 
*  nothing  to  do  ? '  The  German  does  not  feel  the  same  kind  of  necessity. 
He  can  be  idle — that  most  difficult  of  efforts  to  us  ;  and  among  the 
Latin  races  the  still  happier  climax  is  attained  of  being  idle  and 
gay.   We  cannot  do  it,  unhappily  for  ourselves.    How  much  hard- 
earned  money  do  we  spend,  how  much  unnecessary  trouble  take  upon 
us,  both  in  mind  and  body,  because  it  is  a  necessity  of  our  nature  to 
turn  our  leisure  into  occupation !    But  we  do  not  think  it  probable 
that  any  number  of  Englishmen  will  ever  be  soothed  into  quiet  idle- 
ness by  the  expedient  of  le%  eaux.    Women  are  more  easily  con- 
tented ;  yet  the  placid  knitting  of  a  Grerman  housemother  between 
the  smoke  and  the  beer  does  not  furnish  a  delightful  ideal  to  her 
British  contemporary.    And  music,  though  the  heavenliest  of  its 
kind,  palls  after  a  while  upon  all  but  the  most  highly  cultivated  ears. 
For  our  own  part,  our  conviction  is,  that  only  after  a  little  experience 
of  a  band  playing  '  on  the  Kurplatz  twice  a  day '  is  the  heavenly 
soothing  of  silence  fully  appreciated.    How  sweet  it  is  not  to  be 
called  upon  to  listen  to  anything,  even  though  it  be  Mozart  or  Beet- 
hoven !    How  delicious  to  hear  the  last  scrape  of  the  imtiring  bow,  the 
last  boom  of  that  wind  which  never  seems  to  fail,  breathing  through 
brazen  tubes  for  hours  together — and  to  feel  the  silence  flow  in  like 
a  river  of  balm  and  healing,  into  all  those  wounds  and  abrasions  of 
the  hurt  air  in  which  that  noise  has  been  I    Then  come  out  softly,  as 
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the  instruments  march,  away  on  the  blue-dothed  legs  that  belong  to 
them,  all  the  imdertones  of  manifold  life ;  those  birds  which  have 
been  stupefied  into  silence,  that  soft  buzz  of  insects  which  gives 
character  to  a  summer  day,  the  interchange  of  human  voices  out  of 
.  which,  by  some  magical  property  it  has,  the  warm  air  steak  every 
.  harshness,  harmonising  them  by  the  subtlest  incomprehensible  art — 
with  what  a  flood  of  refreshment  this  heavenly  softness,  instinct  with 
music,  flows  over  us  as  soon  as  the  blare  is  over  !  But  this,  we  are 
awarcy  is  heresy  of  the  deepest  dye. 

We  have  been  beguiled  by  thetje  suggestions  of  German  leisure, 
of  beer,,  smoke,  knitting,  brass  bands,  and  unpleasant  waters,  out  of 
the  consideration,  with  which  we  began,  of  those  new  features  of 
travel  whicli  have  been  developed  by  the  too  great  facilities  given 
us  for  moving  about  the  world.    But  here  is  something  which  brings 
us  back  to  our  pm-pose  with  whimsical  promptitude.    The  expe- 
dition of  ]Mr.  Stevenson  recorded  in  the  charming  little  book  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  call  *  Travels  with  a  Donkey,'  is  as  admirable  an 
example  of  disgust  with  the  ordinary  conditions  of  pleasure-rambling, 
as  it  is  of  graceful  writing,  and  the  original  and  delicate  vein  of 
fancy  which  this  young  gentleman  has  developed.    In  its  key-note, 
however,  we  find  still  something  more  than  the  mere  fastidious 
dislike  of  over^refinement  for  the  pleasures  which  the  rabble  share^ 
and  desire  after  a  sensation  more  delicate;  in  the  superiority 
of  that  new-fangled  old-fashionednescj  which  is  the  very  height 
of  the  mode  nowadays.     The  traveller  in  this  case  goes  a  step- 
further.    He  is  a  young  man  of  letters,  one  of  thpse  who,  stand- 
ing on  the  very  apex  of  culture  and  the  nineteenth  century,  find 
nothing  better  to  do  than  to  topple  over  and  begin  again  on  the 
other  side ;  and  he  is  at  the  same  time,  we  presume,  one  of  those 
darlings  of  fortime,  who,  having  no  natural  hardships  of  their  own, 
find  a  piquant  gratification  in  inventing  a  few  artificial  ones,  that 
they  may  know  how  it  feels  to  be  weary,  and  cold,  and  footsore,  and 
belated,  with  the  option  at  any  moment  of  returning  to  their 
ordinary  b*fe. 

Few  sorrows  hail  she  of  her  own, 

My  hope,  my  joy,  my  Genevieve ; 
She  loves  me  best  whenever  I  sing 

The  songs  that  make  her  grieve. 

So  Mr.  Stevenson  turns  from  life,  which  is  too  soft  and  indulgent,, 
to  try  how  it  feels  to  be  a  vagabond.  It  is  a  caprice  like  another. 
*Why  any  one  should  desire  to  visit  either  Luc  or  Cheyhird  is 
more  than  my  much-inventing  spirit  can  suppose,'  he  says,  with  in- 
genuous frankness,  while  discussing  his  own  itinerary ;  and  we  are 
obliged  to  agree  with  him  fully.  No  madder  expedition  could  well 
have  been ;  and  it  does  not  seem  to  have  had  the  usual  pretence  of 
fine  scener}'  or  historical  interest.    '  For  my  part,'  he  says,  '  I  travel 
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not  to  go  anywhere,  but  to  go.  The  great  aflFair  is  to  move ;  to  feel 
the  needs  and  hitches  of  our  life  more  nearly,  to  come  dbwn  oflF  this 
feather-bed  of  civilisation,  and  find  the  globe  granite  underfoot  and 
strewn  with  cutting  flints.*  This  is  so  wonderful  a  counter-propo- 
sition to  our  innocent  assumption  that  pleasure-travel  vras  an  amuse- 
ment and  refreshment  for  hard-working  people,  that  we  cannot  but 
laugh  even  in  the  midst  of  our  gasp  of  surprise.  In  our  day 
we  say,  with  that  half-irritated  sense  of  contrast  which  is  one  of 
the  symptoms  of  age  coming  on — in  our  day  hardships  were  not 
voluntary.  We  had  them  without  the  asking.  What  a  thing 
it  is  to  be  young,  to  be  super-refined,  to  load  a  donkey  with 
aU  one's  belongings,  and  to  start  out  upon  the  barest  of  hill-sides 
at  the  moment  when  all  the  fiddles  are  tuning  up,  and  feasting 
and  merry-making  in  full  progress  over  all  the  world !  This  is  the 
last  whim  of  exquisite  youth.  The  reader  can  imagine  the 
supreme  satisfaction  with  which  the  young  monarch  of  civilisation 
discards  it  and  all  its  comforts,  and  contemplates  himself  in  the 
cunning  disguise  of  a  pedlar,  exulting  vastly  in  the  practical  joke 
which  he  is  playing  upon  mankind.  It  is  a  still  more  piquant 
version  of  the  prince  travelling  incognito,  with  always  an  amused 
wonder  that  nobody  recognises  him.  To  be  sure,  our  young  traveller 
does  not  hesitate  to  tell  that  he  is  a  writer  travelling  with  the 
purpose  of  bookmaking;  but  a  maker  of  books  is  but  a  sort  of 
pedlar,  or  wandering  raconteur  to  the  out-of-the-way  French  peasant, 
who  attaches  no  importance  to  the  title.  And  probably  none  of  the 
people  he  met  in  the  way  had  any  real  idea  what  an  amusing  thing 
it  was  to  see  an  English  author  leading  a  donkey  over  the  bleak 
pathways  of  the  Cevennes. 

Having  said  this,  however,  we  are  boimd  to  admit  that  a  prettier 
book  than  that  which  contains  the  history  of  this  journey  we  have 
not  met  with  for  a  long  time.  Nothing  particular  happens  to  the 
traveller;  he  has  nothing  much  to  tell  us.  But  he  tells  us  that 
nothing  in  detail,  hour  by  hour  of  his  not  very  long  journey,  with  a 
happy  grace  of  narrative  and  lucid  flow  of  musing,  which  among  ail 
the  vulgarities  and  commonplaces  of  print  are  singularly  refreshing. 
It  is  all  about  himself,  but  it  is  not  egotistical  in  the  evil  meaning 
of  the  word.  We  never  feel  that  we  are  hearing  too  much  of  him, 
or  find  his  details  impertinences — or  at  least  hardly  ever,  to  use  the 
guarded  language  of  the  popular  poet.  Though  the  idea  of  the 
expedition  is  altogether  over-fine  and  superior  in  its  very  rudeness,  our 
young  author  is  never  priggish.  He  is  perfectly  unaffected  in  his 
affectation.  The  innocent  vanity  of  his  satisfaction  in  doing  some- 
thing no  one  has  thought  of  doing  before  is  quite  innocent  and 
pleasant,  and  in  no  way  harms  the  impression  produced  on  our  minds 
that  he  is  a  charming  companion,  fall  of  good  feeling  and  good  taste, 
as  well  as  of  sense  and  spirit,  and  with  a  quite  exceptional  gift  of 
literary  expression.  If  here  and  there  a  passing  temptation  towards 
fine  writing  crosses  his  mind,  it  is  speedily  brushed  aside  by  the 
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natural  flow  of  a  style  as  superior  in  grace  as  it  is  in  spontaneous- 
ness  and  ease,  to  the  big  mouthings  of  that  talk  which  we  call 
*^tall'  in  these  days.  Mr.  Stevenson  will  think  but  poorly  of  us 
when  we  say  that  this  little  book  is  the  first,  bearing  his  name, 
that  has  fallen  into  our  hands;  but  this  £Eict  will  not  disturb  the 
reader,  who  probably,  like  ourselves,  has  not  found  out  the  new 
name  which,  in  all  likelihood,  will  make  itself  very  well  known 
ere  long.  We  say  *in  all  likelihood,'  with  a  doubt  in  our  minds 
as  to  whether  the  graceful  art  of  writing  about  nothing  will  suf- 
fice to  build  a  great  and  permanent  reputation  upon.  Perhaps  it 
is  because  we  ourselves  belong  to  a  more  positive  age  that  this  doubt 
affects  us.  At  the  present  moment  it  is  a  delightful  gift,  and,  while 
our  author  is  young,  gives  such  an  air  of  promise,  and  of  that  easy 
play  of  nascent  power  which  *  may  do  anything,'  that  it  is  perhaps  more 

attractive  than  a  more  solid  performance.  But  .  Nothing  can  be 

more  charming  than  those  sketches  of  Mr.  Henry  James,  for  instance, 
which  are  as  near  as  possible  stories  about  nothing — a  breath,  a  passing 
sentiment,  a  problem  unsolved.  They  are  the  very  flower  and  perfec- 
tion of  literature  in  its  superlative  mood,  written  for  those  to  whom  a 
suggestion  is  enough,  and  requiring,  that  combination  of  mutual 
sentiment  and  fiemcy  in  writer  and  reader  which  carries  intellectual 
intercourse  in  the  airier  regions  to  the  very  highest  point  of  which  it 
is  capable — ^the  point,  in  fact,  firom  which  that  also  must  topple  over 
and  get  back  to  common  earth  again.  *  So-and-So,'  says  a  musical 
friend,  in  perfect  good  faith, '  has  carried  so  far  his  studies  in  pure 
sound  that  he  is  impatient  of  music'  There  is  a  vulgarity  in  execu- 
tion of  all  kinds,  which  jars  upon  these  delicate  souls.  The  artist's 
highest  gift  is  to  elude  the  appearance  of  doing  anything,  and  to 
secure  his  effect  as  by  magic,  by  a  suggestion,  the  airiest  touch,  a  light 

and  fine  indication  of  meaning.   But  .    It  is  all  delightful ;  yet,  as 

in  life,  so  in  literature,  we  must  feel,  as  Mr.  Stevenson  himself  says, 
*  the  granite  underfoot.'  And  we  think  it  probable  that,  after  a 
while,  these  young  exquisites  of  genius  will  hiave  to  commit  them- 
selves to  a  recognition  of  the  obstinate  solidity  of  old  earth,  and  the 
flesh  and  blood  that  inhabit  it.  We  speak  with  precaution,  not  at  all 
sure  whether  it  may  not  be  a  lingering  prejudice  from  a  more  positive 
age,  a  middle-aged  incapacity  to  understand  how  a  musician  should 
so  cultivate  himself  ^s  to  be  independent,  nay  intolerant,  of  music^ 
and  feel  every  note  jar  upon  the  perfection  of  sound — which  alarms  us ! 
In  the  meantime  it  is  very  delightful  fooling — if  it  does  but  last. 

Mr.  Stevenson  started  on  his  expedition  from  the  village  of 
Monastier,  among  the  hills  of  Le  Puy,  in,  by  way  of  a  little  additional 
perversity  and  tempting  of  Providence  and  the  elements,  the  end  of 
September — though  *at  the  high  altitudes  over  which  my  road 
lay  there  was  no  Indian  summer  to  be  looked  for.'  He  had  made 
up  his  mind  to  be  independent  of  inns  if  necessary,  and  carried 
with  him  an  elaborate  provision  for  camping  out — that  is  to 
say,  an  article  of  his  own  invention,  captivating  as  it  appeared 
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to  him  in  its  simplicity,  a  '  sleeping  sack,'  otherwise  described  as 
*a  sort  of  long  roll  or  sausage,  green  waterproof  cart-cloth  with- 
out and  blue  sheep's  fur  within,'  in  which  the  traveller  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  insert  himself,  burying  his  person  in  it  up  to  the 
neck,  with  a  fur  cap  and  hood  to  shelter  the  head,  that  most 
important  of  all  the  members  for  a  literary  man  on  his  travels. 
But  this  sausage  or  pack  being  six  feet  square,  though  it  served 
as  a  chest  of  drawers  (i.e.  a  portmanteau)  by  day,  was  not  exactly  the 
sort  of  thing  which  a  man  can  carry  under  his  arm,  and  something 
had  to  .be  got  to  convey  it  about.  We  wonder  it  did  not  occur  to  Mr. 
Stevenson  to  get  a  child's  perambulator,  which  would  have  suited 
his  necessities  exactly,  and  given  him  no  trouble  ;  but  genius  has  its 
limitations,  and  in  short  the  idea  has  but  flashed  across  our  mind  at 
the  moment,  and  might  not  have  occurred  to  us  in  time  to  be  of  use 
any  more  than  it  did  to  our  traveller.  A  horse  was  not  to  be  thought 
of,  for  *  a  horse  is  a  fine  lady  among  animals,  flighty,  timid,  delicate 
in  eating,  of  tender  health ;'  therefore  he  fixed  his  choice  upon  a 
donkey,  and  a  donkey  was  procured  accordingly.  The  delicate  little 
sketch  of  the  village,  and  the  interest  it  took  in  all  his  arrange- 
ments, the  little  crowds  that  went  after  him,  and  the  universal 
friendliness,  not  unmitigated  by  an  inclination  to  take  the  stranger  in 
when  practicable,  make  a  delightful  vignette  to  begin  with.  What  a 
godsend  the  mad  young  Englishman  and  his  sack  must  have  been  to 
Monastier  I  To  be  provided  with  such  an  amusement  when  nothing 
particular  is  going  on  is  an  advantage  which  only  the  dwellers  in 
retired  hamlets  can  fully  appreciate.  The  women  over  their  lace 
must  have  thanked  all  the  saints  for  him  as  he  played  the  first  scene 
of  his  little  drama  before  their  eyes  ;  and  when  he  set  out  the  whole 
village  turned  out  too,  to  load  the  donkey  and  help  him  to  get  under 
weigh.  He  started,  it  need  not  be  said,  with  a  young  traveller's 
usual  load  of  superfluous  articles — which  impedimenta  he  got  rid 
of  as  he  went  on — and  these  articles  were  bound  on  by  sheer  force 
and  zeal  on  the  back  of  the  hapless  donkey.  The  donkey's  master 
however,  found  out  by  mournful  experience  afterwards  that  'one 
thoughtful  person  without  any  exercise  of  force  can  make  a  more 
solid  job  than  half  a  dozen  heated  and  enthusiastic  grooms.'  He 
set  out  with  a  light  heart,  but  many  were  the  troubles  in  store. 
Modestincjfor  so  he  named  his  ass,  developed  into  that  legendary  animal 
the  donkey  that  wouldn't  go,  and  though  '  I  am  worthy  the  name  of 
Englishman,  and  it  goes  against  my  conscience  to  laymyliand  rudely 
on  a  female,'  her  owner  had  to  belabour  her,  and  that  soundly,  but 
without  producing  any  effect.  When  a  sarcastic  peasant  makes  his 
appearance  with  a  switch,  totally  incredulous  of  the  'trembling  knees' 
and  'distressed  breathing'  of  this  accomplished  actress,  the  little 
beast  breaks  into  a  good  round  pace ;  but  the  moment  he  is  left  to  his 
own  innocent  and  highly-civilised  devices,  nature,  in  the  form  of  the 
most  patient  and  enduring  of  her  many  species,  laughs  at  the  young 
philosopher.  His  first  day's  journey  is  fidlof  all  the  humorous  miseries 
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that  could  be  gathered  ieto  so  many  hours.  *  0  what  a  cruel  thing' 
is  a  ferce  to  those  engaged  in  it ! '  he  cries,  reminding  himself  remorse- 
fully of  the  light  laughter  with  whioh  in  happier  days  of  ignorance 
he  had  regarded  *  good  men  struggling  with  adversity  in  the  i)er9on  of  a 
jackass.'  The  pack  comes  loose  twice  over,  and  has  to  be  readjusted; 
and  thereupon  ensues  a  general  throwing  away  of  the  impedimenta* 
Thus  the  long  day  passed  away  with  two  thumps  for  every  step,  until 
in  the  confused  dusk,  with  strange  hills  rising  coldly  round  him  on 
every  side,  his  arm  'aching  like'  toothache  from  perpetual  beating,' 
and  his  heart  failing  him,  he  gives  up  all  idea  of  /the  Wvouac  he  had 
intended,  and  discreetly  but  weakly  betakes  himself  to  the  shelter  of 
the  auberge.  Here,  however,  the  compassionate  master  of  the  house  ' 
supplies  him  with  a  goad,  by  means  of  which  he  has  the  donkey  at  hi^ 
mercy,  and  things  go  better  when  they  are  again  started  next  morning* 
on  their  way. 

His  first  night^s  encampment  was  an  unlucky  and  imintentional 
one,  consequent  upon  the  inhospitable  brutiUity  of  a  peasant  who  would 
not  show  him  the  way,and  of  whose  cowardly  dread  of  the  night  and  dark- 
ness we  have  a  curious  little  Eembrandt  sketch,  lit  up  by  a  lanthom 
in  the  doorway,  where  the  churl  stands,  with  a  flippant  daughter 
behind  him,  replying  to  the  belated  wanderer  out  in  the  dark,  upon 
whose  indignant  and  weary  countenance  the  light  throws  dazzling 
gleams.  When  after  this  episode  the  traveller  gropes  about  the  roads 
till  he  finds  black  trees  showing  themselves,  and  *  suddenly  crossing 
the  road  a  cave  of  immitigated  blackness  right  in  front,'  he  puts  him- 
self into  his  bag,  and  feeling  his  heart  beating  faster  than  usual,  - 
though  with,  he  says,  '  an  agreeable  excitement,'  makes  his  first  ven- 
ture in  the  midst  of '  the  perturbing  concert  of  the  wind  among  the 
woods.'  It  is,  however,  from  pother  night  fiurther  on  that  we  take 
the  following  bit  of  description,  in  which  there  is  a  certain  cold,  and 
clear,  and  dewy  reflection,  a  soft  sigh  as  of  night  air,  a  murmur  as  of 
the  inextinguishable  soimds  which  make  up  silence,  such  as  reproduces 
not  only  the  scene,  but  the  inmost  sentiment  of  it,  which  is  the 
highest  of  all  tributes  to  the  writer's  power. 

Night  is  a  dead,  monotonous  period  under  a  roof;  but  in  the  open 
world  it  passes  lightly  with  its  stars,  and  dews,  and  perfumes,  and  the 
hours  are  marked  by  changes  in  the  face  of  nature.  What  seems  a  kind  of 
temporal  death  to  people  choked  between  walls  and  cuiliains,  is  only  a  light 
and  living  slumber  to  the  man  who  sleeps  afield.  All  night  long  he  can 
hear  Nature  breathing  deeply  and  freely ;  even  as  she  takes  her  rest  she  turns 
and  smiles ;  and  there  is  one  stirring  hour  unknown  to  those  who  dwell  in 
houses,  when  a  wakeful  influence  goes  abroad  over  the  sleeping  hemisphere,  and 
all  the  outdoor  world  are  on  their  feet.  It  is  then  that  the  cock  first  crows, 
not  this  time  to  announce  the  dawn,  but  like  a  cheerful  watchman  speeding 
the  course  of  the  night.  Cattle  awake  on  the  meadows ;  sheep  break  their 
fast  on  dewy  hillsides,  and  change  to  a  new  lair  among  the  ferns,  and  house- 
less men,  who  have  lain  down  with  the  fowls,  open  their  dim  eyes  and 
behold  the  beauty  of  the  night. 

At  what  inaudible  summons,  at  what  gentle  touch  of  Nature,  are  ail . 
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these  sleq^ers'  tbufe  i-eeiHed  in  the  mssLh  hotir  tb/liferi  Do  the  6tapB> i^alu  \ 
dcnm  an  infiuenca  or  cb:  we  idiaro  some  -  t^riH  of  iBothexr  earth  bek)iv  otir  c 
resting  bodies  ?   £ven  shepherds  and  old  eoimtrjTfolk,  wbo^  are  the  deepest  ) 
read  in  these  arcana^  have  not  a  guess  as  to  the  ^eans  and  purpose  of  thi^^ ; 
nightly  resurrection.    Towax'ds  two  in  th^  morning  thpy  declare  the  thing 
taies  place,  and  neither  know  nor  inquire  further,    ^nd  at  least  it  is  a 
pleasant  incident.   We  are  disturbed  in  our  slumber  only  like  the  luxurious 
Montaigne,  *that  we  may  the  better  and  more  seriously  relish  it.*  We  have  ' 
a  moment  to  look  upon  the  stars.  ....  When  that  hour  canie  to  tne  I 
wakened  thirsty.    My  tin  "was  standin^i;  by  me  half  full  of  water.  I 
emptied  it  at  a  draught  >  and  feeling  broad  awake  aft^r  this  internal  oold 
!     aspersion,  sat  upright  to  make    ingarette.    Tbei^rs  were  clear,  coloured, 
*and  jewel  like,  but  not  frosty.    A  foinfe  silvery  vapour  stood  for  the  Milky 
I     Way.    All  around  me  the  black  fir-points  stood  upright  and  stock-still. 
By  the  whiteness  of  the  pack-saddle  I  could  see  Modestine  walking  round. , 
and  round  at  the  length  of  her  tether  ;  I  could  hear  her  steadily  mimching 
at  the  sward  ;  but  there  was  not  another  sound  sjive  the  indescribable  quiet 

i      talk  of  the  runnel  over  the  stones  A  faint  wind,  more  like  a 

i  moving  coolness  than  a  stream  of  air,  passed  down  the  glade  from  time  to 
j     time :  so  that  even  in  mV  great  chamber  the  air  whs  being  renewed  all 

ni^t  long  I  have  not  often  enjoyed*  a  more  serene  possession  of 

myself,  nor  felt  more  independent  of  material  aids^  The  outer  wocld  from 
which  we  cower  into  our  houses  seemed  after  all  a  gentle  habitable  place ;  . 
and  night  after  night  a  man's  bed,  it  seemed,  was  laid,  ajid  waiting  for  him 
in  the  fields  where  Grod  keeps  an  open  house.  I  thought  I  had  rediscovered 
one  of  those  truths  which  are  revealed  to  savages  and  hid  from  political 
economists ;  at  the  least  I  had  discovered  a  new  plea*sure  for  myself.  And 
yei;  even  while  I  was  exulting  in  my  solitude  I  became  aware  of  a  strange  ' 
lack.  I  wished  a  companion  to  lie  near  me  in  the  starlight  silence,  not 
moving,  but  ever  within  touch. 

•  After  this  the  reader  will  feel  as  if  he  too  had  passed  a  night  out- 
oMoors.  The  cool  and  ^starlit  northern 'night  in  which  old  Edward  j 
the  '  Scotch  naturalist,'  watched  for  the  beasts  '  which  can  only  be 
found  in  the  confidence  of  that  first  stir  and  awakening — -was  almost 
as  beautiful ;  but  the  presence  of  the  old  blunderbuss  which  cold- 
blooded science  introduced  into  the  scene  jarred  upon  its  freshness 
and  gracefulness.  Pure  poetry  without  any  blunderbuss  is  more  in  har- 
mony with  nature.  We  don't  pretend  to  any  experience  of  nights 
hi  belle  Stoile ;  but  long  watches,  even  under  a  roof,  give  a  certain 
iasight  into  the  ways  of  the  mysterious  world,  so  much  wider  thjm  our 
own  limited  circle  of  articulate  revelation,  which  lies  around  ns.  He 
"who  watches  the  blue  mornings  in,  even  through  the  crevices  of  shut- 
tered windows,  will  remember  how  the  birds  awake,  not  at  once  into 
song,  but  with  first  a  few  vague  questioning  chirps,  as  who  would 
say, '  Daylight  is  coming — is  that  the  day  ? '  gradually  quickening 
into  the  hasty  adjurations  addrej^sed  to  laggards,  and  cheerfiil  demands 
as  to  how  Mrs.  Mavis  and  the  little  ones  have  passed  the  night,  or 
about  Madame  Thrush's  evening  visits.  The  bird-talk,  before  they 
begin  their  more  formal  task  of  singing,  gets  to  such  a  pitch  of  noisy » 
gn^sip  as  would  be  noticeable-  in  an  excited  village-t-before,  the  fuU » 
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flush  of  day  being  come,  they  all  distribute  themselves  to  their  places 
in  the  orchestra,  and,  preluding  with  many  a  triumphant  trill  to  show- 
how  little  they  have  suffered  from  the  night,  time  up  in  shrill  sweetness 
to  the  day's  work.  This  twitter  and  chirp  of  sociability  and  conver- 
sation, as  well  as  the  first  flood  of  song,  presumably  for  their  own 
entertainment  before  lazy  man  is  stirring,  are  as  distinct  from  the 
ordinary  music  after  as  it  is  possible  to  suppose. 

This,  however,  is  a  digression,  just  as  Mr.  Stevenson's  visit  to  the 
Trappist  monastery,  though  by  many  people  it  will  be  considered  the 
most  interesting  part  of  Ms  book,  is  a  digression.  All  the  people  that 
pass  us  by  as  we  travel  with  him  are  lifelike  and  natural,  and  none 
more  so  than  the  group  of  cheerful  monks,  bound  by  the  most  rigid 
of  unnatural  vows,  whom  Mr.  Stevenson  evidently  r^^ards  with  a 
certain  naif  curiosity,  the  other  side  of  which  shows  itself  in  his 
natural  and  honest  admission  that  the  Protestantism  of  the  village 
further  on  '  pleased  me  more  than  I  should  have  expected.'  It  gives 
him  a  touch  of  surprise  to  find  that  the  Trappist  brothers  are  by  no 
means  a  moumftd  company,  and  his  picture  of  them  is  all  the  brighter 
and  more  agreeable  for  the  unexpectedness  of  anything  so  pleasant. 
Father  ApoUinaris,  who  had  never  seen  a  Scotsman,  and  *  looked  me 
all  over,  his  good  honest,  brawny  countenance  shining  with  interest 
as  a  boy  might  look  upon  a  lion  or  an  alligator '  (by  the  way,  is 
brawny  a  just  adjective  to  use  as  distinguishing  a  counimance'i^ — 
and  the  other  kind  brethren,  with  the  eager  prattle  which  seems 
to  diversify  their  silence,  and  their  polemical  visitors,  and  the  plea- 
sure of  the  whole  community  in  something  new,  is  set  before  us 
with  a  hand  both  tender  and  skilful.  So  is  an  altogether  differ- 
ent person  on  the  other  side  of  the  hiU,  where  the  Protestantism 
pleases  our  traveller — an  old  man  on  the  road-side,  who  asks  ab- 
ruptly, '  Connaissez-vous  le  Seigneur?' — a  question  to  which  our 
young  Scotsman  responds  with  honest  reverence,  though  he  has  a 
compunctious  doubt  that  he  has  made  his  questioner  think  better 
of  him  than  he  deserved.  The  difference  in  his  appreciation  of  these 
two  sides  of  the  religious  question  is  very  prettily  put  and  charms 
us  with  its  sincerity.  Of  the  monks  he  tells  us,  '  A  happier  nor  a 
healthier  company  I  should  scarce  suppose  that  I  have  overseen.. 
Those  with  whom  I  spoke  were  singularly  sweet-tempered,  with 
what  I  can  only  call  a  holy  cheerfulness  in  air  and  conversation ;'  but, 
on  the  other  side,  when  he  gets  among  the  gentle  and  friendly 
descendants  of  the  old  Camisards,  the  French  Covenanters,  whom  he 
cannot  help  contrasting  with  their  sterner  prototypes  in  Scotland,  he 
speaks  with  warmer  energy.  '  I  own,'  he  says,  *  I  met  these  Protes- 
tants with  delight  and  a  sense  of  coming  home.  I  was  accustomed 
to  speak  their  language  in  another  and  deeper  sense  of  the  word 
than  that  which  distinguishes  between  French  and  English ;  for  the 
true  Babel  is  a  divergence  upon  morals.'  We  cannot  say  that  we 
agree  with  our  traveller  on  this  point,  having  always  found  the  aspect 
of  the  simple  unpolemical  Catholic,  in  a  Catholic  country,  far  more 
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gympathetio  than  that  of  the  (probably  freethinking  and  undevout) 
Protestant ;  but  we  heartily  like  him  for  feeling  so,  and  admire  the 
courage  and  naturalness  of  his  opinions.  Not  the  least  charm  of  his 
book  indeed  is  the  acquaintance  we  get  in  it  with  a  friendly  and 
genial  yoimg  soul,  full  of  the  freshness  and  sincerity  of  nature,  thought 
80  far  advanced  in  culture  and  letters  and  art. 

The  only  taint  of  bad  taste  in  Mr.  Stevenson's  delightful  mono- 
logue is  when  it  pleases  him  to  break  out  into  a  silly  and  equivocal. 
French  song  about  helX^  jiUes^  and  the  reckonings  of  UAmouVy 
nnder  the  roof  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Snows.  He  ought  to  have 
known  better  than  to  have  disturbed  that  respectable  seclusion  with 
the  senseless  rubbish  of  '  Girofl^  and  Girofla.'  If  we  did  not  hesitate 
to  avenge  a  momentary  foolishness  with  imdue  severity,  we  should 
say  that  this  was  a  melancholy  proof  that  a  scrap  of  Mr.  Punch's 
*'Arry'  is  to  be  found  in  all  young  Englishmen — nay,  even  young 
Scotsmen  too.  We  hope  our  young  companion  and  guide  by  so 
many  pleasant  ways  will  find  something  better  in  future  to  express 
his  preference  for  love  and  life — as  he  easily  may  in  many  a  delicate 
and  delicious  refrava  of  French  poetry  and  melody,  not  to  speak  of 
music  nearer  home — and  condescend  no  more  to  such  popular 
vulgarities  of  art. 

We  have  given  a  great  deal  of  room  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  because 
his  little  book  is  a  captivating  book,  well  calculated  to  lead  a  re- 
viewer astray  ;  and  we  have  been  so  charmed  with  our  new  acquaint- 
ance, picked  up  by  the  roadside  so  to  speak,  when  we  were  thinking 
of  nothing  but  travels,  that  we  have  been  loth  to  part  with  him. 
Here,  however,  is  another  little  narrative,^  not  of  travel  indeed,  but 
of  holiday  residence  in  an  altogether  primitive  and  out-of-the-way 
r^on,  which,  though  it  has  not  the  distinction  of  Mr.  Stevenson's 
book,  is  very  pleasant  reading,  and  opens  up  a  beautiful  and  but  little 
explored  country.  It  is  not  perhaps  a  country  to  which  the  English 
heads  of  a  family  could  convey  their  flock  of  children,  as  the  writer 
did,  who  is  evidently  a  resident  in  Horence,  and  to  whom  the  Apen- 
nines are  a  natural  refuge  from  the  summer  heats.  Nor  could 
an  English  family,  were  it  so  transported,  naturalise  itself  among  the 
peasants  of  those  lovely  hills,  as  did  every  member,  down  to  the 
smallest,  of  the  occupants  of  the  villa,  to  whom  the  language  of  Pietro- 
and  Xarciso  was  evidently  as  familiar  as  their  own.  But  this  fact  being 
granted,  the  pretty  domestic  story  of  this  vUleggiatura,  with  all  the 
cottages  dotted  ro.und  the  great  house  in  pleasant  Italian  sociability 
and  a  natural  familiar  fellowship,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  poli- 
tical equality,  and  which  we,  with  all  our  free  institutions,  have  never 
been  able  to  attain — is  as  pleasant  a  record  of  holiday  as  could  be 
desired.  It  is  perhaps  a  little  too  feminine ;  but,  if  that  is  not  an 
uncommon  feult  in  our  lighter  literature  at  the  present  moment,  it  is 


*  A  Nook  in  the  Apeninnes.    By  Leader  Scott. 


Digitized  by  Google 


412 


Holiday  Travel-Books.  [Septeihber 


not  quite  so  couunun  as  might  be  desired  in  the  better  s^se.  The 
author  does  not  thrust  her  sex  upon  us  in  auy  way;  but  there  is 
a  flavour  of  chf^erful  chatty  womanliness  abotit  tie  little  Volume ; 
and  all  the  pretty  expeditions,  and  the  prominence  of  the  ohlldren, 
and  the  charoof^u-  ot*  their  intercourse  with  their  simple  neigh- 
bours, betray  one  .»t  those  cheerful  households  where  the  'house- 
mother'— gi-avn  title,  which  yet  may  be  as  applicable  within  the 
range  of  the  twenties  as  at  a  more  venerable  age — has  sisters  and 
frieaods  and  lively  young  womankind  about  her,  and  a  oontiisued' 
pleasant  ripple  of  intercourse  and  variety  and*  talk.  There  are 
no  such  true  lioliday  parties  as  these.  Men,  it  must  be  allowed, 
are  uncomfortible  animals  in  this  do-nothing  period.  The  little 
pleasures  do  not  please  them ;  the  children  get  in  their  way ;  the  do- 
mesticity turned  out  of  doors,  and  with  no  boundary  of  socid.  neces- 
sities to  limit  it,  beec»mes  a  bore  after  a  while.  This  is,  perhaps,  why 
we  see  so  little,  ot*  *  the  Antiquary' — which  seems  to  be  the  title 
appropriated  to  the  head  of  the  house — in  the  pleasant  narrative. 
Well  for  him  that  he  was  an  antiquary,  and  no  doubt  could  find 
amusement  in  all  the  venerable  relics  put  away  by  Time  among  the 
rocks  and  wooils  ot  that  ancient  country,  where  there  are  etill  se 
many  traces  ot*  an  elder  civilisation,  and  all  the  almanack  of  archi- 
tecture may  })e  made  out  upon  the  different  layers  of  building 
which  chronicle  mutely  the  changes  of  seasons  and  feshions.  In 
short,  to  enjoy  a  family  holiday  it  is,  perhaps,  essential  that  the 
male  members  of  t  lie  party  should  have,  if  not  *  something  to  do,'  at 
least  an  interest  which  can  occupy  them,  and  supply  the  gentle 
stimulant  whieh  tlie  more  easily  satisfied  feminine  mind  finds  in  the 
children's  pic-nies,  :uid  all  the  pretty  family  bustle  which,  truth  to 
tell,  smells  bv  times  too  strongly  of  bread  and  butter.  But  the 
mothers  and.  aunts,  by  a  special  dispensaticm  of  providence,  take 
kindly  to  the  ]n<  ad  and  butter.  It  is  of  the  most  poetical  kind  in 
the  villa,  but  >till  it  is  there — and  the  male  element  does  not  show 
much,  probably  iu  «  «»nsequence;  which,  no  doubt,  for  all  parties  con- 
cerned was  th«^  b»\sf  . 

F'ew  people  avIio  have  travelled  that  way  will  forget  the  glimpses 
of  lovely  mountain  a) id  glen  which  gleam  upon  the  traveller  as  the 
train  rushes  from  ou<*  tunnel  to  another  on  the  road  from  Bologna  to 
Florence.  Alas  I  all  our  personal  knowledge  of  that  enchanting 
district  is  derived  from  this  rapid,  smoky,  and  stifling  journey ;  a 
sort  of  goat'g  path  among  railways,  but  with  all  the  disadvantage 
of  the  constantly  recurring  suffocations  of  the  tunnels  in  ques- 
tion. The  great  one  through  Mont  Cenis  is  nothing  in  comparison, 
its  admirable  \eiitilation  doing  away,  to  a  great  extent,  with  the 
physical  evils,  of  the  situation,  leaving  only  an  imaginative  thrill 
•of  pleasant  alarm  to  the  novice  conscious  for  the  first  time  of 
plunging  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  The  Apennine  tunnels 
;appeal  less  to  t  he  imagination,  but  more  to  the  lungs.  They  are 
not  big  enough  to  wnrrajat  (we,  suppose)  the  same  expenditure  on 
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their  ventilfttion,  and  each  successive  plunge  into  the  hole  in  each  new 
mountain  is  attended  ii<rith  a  very  unpleasant  change 'of  atmosphere; ' 
But  in  the  sudden  breaks  of  light  which  alternate  these  dives  into 
the  darkness,  what  glimpses  of  paradise  burst  upon  us,  vanished 
almost  before  we  have  realised  them,  yet  leaving  a  hundred  exquisite 
slight  sun-pictures  upon  the  camera  of  the  mind.  Scores  of  little 
mountains  stuping  down  and  down,  or  up  and  up,  at  as  many 
diflFerent  elevations,  from  the  green  depths  to  the  ethereal  skies ;  here 
and  there  a  white  village  clinging  to  the  steep  hillside,  but  veiling  every  - 
rock  of  its  little  platform  in  cloi^s  of  wealthy  ohestnut-tre^,  with  now  • 
and  then  an  old  c^tle  standing  up  between  those  same  green  chestnuts 
and  the  heavenly  Italian  blue ;  village  bells  tinkling,  village  herds 
like  playthings  upon  the  lofty  slopes,  square  convent  walls  like 
straight  lines  (the  only  straight  lines  in  all  the  landscape)  thrusting  a 
grey  angle  out  of  the  foliage,  while  the  little  glens  underneath, 
made  for  mere  beauty,  like  the  flowers,  serve  like  reversed  bridges 
to  cairy  the  little  thread  of  brown  road  from  one  peak  to  another. 
What  a  heavenly  land !  and  what  a  kind,  friendly,  always  sympa- 
thetic people,  redding  at  a  glance  what  is  in  the  heart  of  the 
stranger — ^that  is,  if  there  is  anything  in  his  heart— and  under- 
standing as  duller  observers  do  not  understand  after  worlds  of  explan- 
ation I  WTioever  would  climb  those  Tuscan  hills,  up  and  down,  from 
wooded  cone  to  cone,  while  still  tranquil  upon  an  English  lawn,  as 
far  from  noise  and  railways  as  the  village  itself ;  or  in  a  dusty  English 
street  which  has  still  more  need  of  the  refreshment — could  not  do 
better  than  read  the  *Nook  in  the  Apennines,'  with  all  its  innocent 
expeditions  and  family  pleasantness. 

We  do  not  pretend,  however,  that  we  can  find  in  this  pretty  book 
anything  like  the  landscape-painting  in  which  Mr.  Stevenson  is  a 
nutter,  nor  can  the  author  convey  to  her  pages  that  indescribable 
sentiment  of  the  scene  which  requires  something  more  subtle  than 
colours.  The  maze  of  varied  height  s  which  surround  her  mountain 
village ;  the  neighbouring  hamlets,  like  her  own,  hung  in  the  sweet 
highland  air  across  a  leafy  chasm  of  verdure,  where  the  delightful 
pathway  winds  up  and  down ;  the  ancient  little  borgo  still  higher  up, 
perching  its  tall  white  houses  on  the  steep  side  of  another  leafy  cone ; 
the  occasional  keen  needle  of  rock  penetrating  to  the  sky,  with  its 
rugged  precipices  to  diversify  the  panorama,  and  balanced  by  the 
velvet  smoothness  of  a  grassy  down — Prato  Fiorito,  field  of  flowers, 
all  radiant  like  an  Alpine  garden — with  here  'a  pair  of  ruined 
towers '  flung  up  on  high,  and  deep  down  in  the  valley  a  glimmer  of 
water  and  grey  old  bridges  traversing  the  indistinct,  half  visible 
stream — sweep  round  the  villa  on  its  little  platform  among  the 
chestnut-trees.  Hills  and  valleys  wave  alike  with  chestnuts,  which 
replace  all  the  forms  ^f  food  known  on  lower  altitudes,  and  are  com 
and  beef  alike  to  the  villagers.  In  the  foreground  'rises  a  green 
foliaged  knoll  on  whose  point  is  a  picturesque  little  brown  village 
•cftll^  Piteglio,  which  lies  only  a  short  mile  from  our  Nook,  and  contains 
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the  parish  church  of  our  peasants.'  To  this  centre  of  the  parish^ 
the  Kirkton  as  it  would  be  called  in  Scotland,  the  visitors  are  always 
making  pilgrimages.  All  the  funzioni  of  the  Church,  those  invari- 
able attractions  to  the  district  round,  all  the  weddings  and  the 
funerals,  the  natural  solemnities  of  life,  necessitate  a  picturesque 
procession  down  one  hill  and  up  another  to  this  general  point  of 
attraction.  The  reader  who  has  not  been  in  Italy  knows  at  least  by 
old  pictures  the  endless  succession  of  peaks  which  are  so  marked  a 
feature  of  Tuscan  scenery,  and  here  they  are  in  lull  perfection,  all 
dififerent,  all  harmonious — *  the  little  hills  like  lambs ' — in  the  billowy 
landscape.  Sometimes  the  party  make  longer  excursions,  climbing 
the  quaint  delightful  mo\mtain-top  where  the  village  of  Lucchio  has 
planted  its  white  houses  like  stalactites  on  the  very  edge  of  the 
precipice — a  wonderful  scene  which  forms  the  frontispiece  to  the 
volume — even  penetrating  as  far  as  San  Marcello,  a  town  where  there 
are  cafes  and  a  market  and  fashionable  visitors.  In  a  country  where 
every  village  forms  the  crown  of  a  picturesque  hill,  and  where  every 
house  has  some  lingering  touch  of  mediaeval  grace,  it  may  be  supposed 
there  was  no  want  of  excursions.  We  do  not  hear  of  any  treasure- 
trove  in  the  shape  of  pictures  in  the  churches  or  convents,  but  nature 
supplied  pictures  enough  to  content  any  reasonable  mind;  and  all  the 
members  of  the  party  seem  to  have  had  an  acquaintance  more  or  less 
with  art,  and  went  out  with  their  sketch-books,  pouncing  upon  every 
new  point  of  view  with  the  delighted  avidity  of  the  amateur. 

There  is,  however,  as  much  about  the  inhabitants  of  this  moun- 
tain country  as  about  their  hill-tops,  and  the  account  is  one  which 
will  surprise  those  superficial  observers  who  judge  all  Italians  from 
their  experience  of  here  and  there  a  cunning  cicerone  or  grasping 
valet  de  place.  The  Giulios  and  Giorgios  of  these  eyries  among 
the  Apennines  have  little  in  common  with  the  ordinary  traveller's  con- 
ventional idea  of  an  Italian  peasant.  Here  is  a  little  sketch  of  the 
mingled  intelligence  and  simplicity  of  these  honest,  industrious, 
gentle-hearted  fellows  which  it  would  be  hard  to  match  in  any  other 
country  we  are  acquainted  with : — 

This  morning  I  have  had  a  talk  with  Luigi,  who  was  smoking  the  pipe  of 
peace  at  our  gate  after  a  morning's  work.  And  what  do  you  suppose  our 
wooden-faced  friend  talked  of?  Not  the  crops  and  the  weather — no!  his 
mind  soars  above  that.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  read  Tasso  !  and  did  I  like 
the  *  CJerusalemme  Liberata'?  Then  he  went  on  to  Ariostoand  Dante,  and 
quoted  whole  verses  of  his  favourite  poets.  Next  he  put  this  astounding 
question,  *  Is  it  true,  signom,  that  there  are  three  lost  things  now  1  That  a 
star  is  gone  from  the  sky,  and  a  fish  fi'om  the  sea,  and  a  bird  from  the  airT 

*  Many  species  of  animals  once  known  are  now  extinct,'  I  reply  vaguely, 
not  quite  imderstanding  his  drift. 

*  Yes  :  but  these  were  so  much  written  about  by  the  poets,  and  now  they 
tell  me  there  are  no  such  things.  The  bird  was  called  the  Phcenix,  the 
fish  the  Siren.' 

I  breathed  freely  again.  Luigi's  knowledge  was  not  scientific,  but  only 
poetic.    Then  he  went  on  to  explain  how  the  Phoenix  made  her  nest,  and 
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then  offered  herself  up  a  burning  sacrifice,  and  as  she  did  so  her  ofi^ring 
arose  from  the  heat  of  her  ashes ;  and  for  authority  quoted  a  beautiful 
verse  from  one  of  the  ancient  poets. 

'  I  think  the  poet  only  meant  to  show  how  life  springs  from  decay  and 
•seeming  death.  .  I  ventured  to  remark.  But  Luigi's  fedth  in  poetry  would 
accept  no  myths. 

*  At  least  you  must  own  that  the  Siren  was  real,'  he  says.  *  Why,  were 
not  many  mariners  lost  who  listened  to  herl  and  was  not  Ulysses  only 
saved  by  refusing  to  hearken  %  They  say  that  even  now  sailors  won't  go 
near  those  rocks;  they  are  down  on  the  sea-coast  near  Sicily  some- 
where .  .  . ' 

At  this  juncture  his  younger  brother,  Giulio,  the  Adonis  of  the  village, 
made  his  appearance  with  an  illustrated  paper.  ^  Perhaps  the  signora  can 
help  me  to  find  out  this  rebus,'  he  says,  showing  a  page  of  riddles  at  the  end. 
'  I  have  guessed  these  three,  but  number  four  puzzles  me.' 

My  amazement  will  out.  Where  in  the  world  do  these  peasants,  far 
from  tiie  world  and  their  fellow-men,  pick  up  their  education  %  I  venture 
to  put  my  curiosity  into  words.  *  When  do  you  find  time  for  so  much 
readingl' 

They  laugh  simultaneously.  *If  the  signora  was  only  here  in  the 
winter,  she  would  have  then  to  ask  what  we  can  do  with  our  time,  for  we  have 
80  much  more  than  we  need  on  our  hands.  There  are  times  when  it  snows 
for  a  week,  and  we  cannot  get  out  to  do  a  stroke  of  work.  .  .  .  We  generally 
meet  in  one  house,  and  sit  round  the  fire.  One  of  us  reads,  and  the  others 
listen.  The  women  have  their  spinning  and  weaving  to  do ;  they  don't 
mind  it  so  much,  but  it's  a  terribly  irksome  time  to  us.' 

In  Switzerland,  this  time  of  over-abundant  leism-e  would  have  been 
occupied  in  wood-carving  (often  to  the  sore  distress  of  the  summer 
traveller,  overwhelmed  with  match-boxes  and  nut-crackers),  which 
would  at  once  have  amused  the  poor  fellows  thus  unwillingly  out  of 
work,  and  gained  a  few  francs  for  the  family  purse.  But  that  craft 
does  not  seem  to  flourish  among  the  Italian  hills,  though  wherever 
the  olive  grows  there  are  an  infinity  of  little  articles  made  from  its 
yellow  wood.  We  do  not  know  if  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  pretty 
rubbish  with  which  we  all  encumber  ourselves  should  not  be  produced 
among  the  Apennines ;  but  the  match-boxes  at  least  are  profitable, 
and  might  serve  to  buy  books. 

If  the  reader  would  like  to  compare  this  volume,  which  we  have 
called  feminine,  with  a  purely  nuiscidine  performance,  we  recommend 
him  (or  her)  to  take  a  passing  glance — it  will  not  require  more — 
at  a  slim  little  book  about  Yachting,*  lately  published.  The  author 
spends  his  holidays,  with  three  chosen  friends,  cruising,  as  he  says, 
*  in  the  West  Highlands,'  which  is  surely  a  confusion  of  ideas  to  start 
with — though  we  suppose  the  salt  water  of  the  Clyde  and  all  those 
noble  lochs  that  cut  the  coast  with  their  long  indentations,  liquid 
valleys  reflecting  the  glowing  heather  and  purple  splendour,  or  stony 
sternness  of  the  hills,  may  be  called  highlands  by  a  pardonable  in- 
correctness, though  they  are  only  high  waters  tributary  to  the  sea. 
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A  man  who  is  not  a  poet,  nor  indeed,  we  presmne,  a  man  of  letters 
at  all,  is  at  a  prodigious  disadvantage  in  the  lochs  and  firths  which 
Mr.  Black  has  taken  possession  of  before  him.  This  is  not  our  Yachts- 
man's fault ;  but  it  shows  great  courage,  or,  as  he  would  prefer  to  call 
it,  *  pluck,'  to  venture  thus  to  *  take  the  water '  of  one  of  the  chief 
magicians,  in  this  sort,  of  our  time.  But  he  wisely  refrains  from 
attempting  to  emulate  those  wonderful  pictures  of  sea  and  land  which 
come  to  us  from  the  easel  of  the  real  artist,  glowing  in  such  a  dazding 
beauty  of  description  as  might  drive  any  painter  to  despair.  It  is 
amusing  to  contrast  the  woman's  hand  with  the  man's  in  these  two 
books.  The  contrast  is  as  great  as  that  which  exists  between  the 
Apennines,  all  leafy  and  luxuriant,  and  the  Highland  locbs  and 
shores.  The  lady  is  diflfuse,  and  the  man  is  brief  enough.  Where 
she  gives  us  pretty  Watteau  pictures  of  little  fetes  chamjpetrea^  he 
unfolds  the  Homeric  eating  of  four  heroes,  all  ready  to  face  the 
wildest  breeze  or  the  roughest  sea  at  a  moment's  notice,  all  weather- 
proof, delighting  in  the  sniflf  of  the  gale  and  the  salt  foam.  But  if 
tJie  family  pleasantries  are  a  little  mild  in  the  one  case,  the  jokes  of 
the  cabin  and  the  forecastle  are  a  trifle  rough  in  the  other  ;  and  the 
record  of  mere  weighings  of  anchors,  running  before  gales,  moor- 
ings in  convenient  harbours,  and  abundant  dining,  with  much  jocular 
devotion  to  the  '  wine  of  the  coxmtry,'  is  scarcely  enough  to  carry  the 
reader  through  even  a  slim  volume.  '  "  Your  craft  must  be  built  on 
the  lines  of  the  Flying  Dutchman,  to  sail  independent  of  wind  and 
weather,"  says  a  generous  rival ;  "  you  ought  to  write  a  book  about 
it."  And  1  said  I  would.'  And  here  is  the  book  in  which  that  in- 
tention is  carried  out ;  it  no  doubt  will  be  of  some  interest  to  other 
yachtsmen,  but  not  much  to  any  other  class  of  the  community,  so  far  as 
we  can  see. 

It  is  with  an  involuntary  smile  of  mingled  surprise  and  amuse- 
ment that  we  stop  after  reading  a  few  chapters  of  Miss  Betham- 
Edwards's  book  about  Eastern  France.*  We  ask  ourselves  from 
whence  the  rosy  light  is  derived  which  is  diflfused  over  all  the  picture? 
Such  a  paradise  on  earth  never  was  as  La  Brie,  according  to  this 
lady's  description,  except  that  it  is  not  quite  so  perfect  a  pamdise,  on 
the  whole,  as  is  one  corner  of  it,  the  City  of  Chocolate,  where  M.^ 
Menier  prepares  what  Miss  Edwards  declares  over  and  over  again  to 
be  the  best  chocolate  in  the  world,  and  makes  a  large  number  of 
workpeople  completely  blessed.  We  do  not  feel  by  any  means  con- 
vinced that  the  Chocolate  Menier  is  the  best  chocolate  in  the  world, 
though  we  are  very  willing  Miss  Edwards  should  think  so ;  but  why 
she  should  round  every  period  of  her  hymn  in  praise  of  Seine  et 
Mame  by  a  fling  at  poor  Brittany,  a  country  dear  to  so  many  of  our 
hearts,  is  what  we  cannot  understand.    It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
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an  enlightened  writer  of  advjfficed  liberal  typihi»>n?  should  like  one 
district  simply  because  it  is  rich  and  prosperous,  or  draw  invidious 
comparisons  between  it  and  its  poorer  neighbour,  witliout  any  other 
reason.    Is  it  possible  that  ]\Iiss  Edwards  can  b  li^tve  that  Brittany, 
by  sending  away  its  priests  and  shutting  up  its  churches,  could  turn 
its  wild  moorlands  and  bleak  sea-coasts  into  fat  panrures  like  those  of 
La  Brie?    A  soil  that  without  any  paiticular  skill  of  cultivation 
yields  inexhaustible  supplies  of  fruit,  and  fields  that  provide  France 
with  one  of  the  most  popular  of  cheeses,  must  count  for  something,, 
we  imagine,  in  the  difference.    Or  is  it  because  t inhabitants  (Umlt 
go  to  church,  as  she  tells  us,  with  what  looks  \>ny  like  suppressed 
exultation,  that  Miss  Edwards  loves  this  fat  hiu\  nutl  its  well-to-do 
people?    Her  pictures  of  the  rich  cornfields,  th»'  lonif  lines  of  poplar 
by  canal  and  river,  the  gardens  fiiUof  mellow  wealth,  ai  e  often  pretty 
enough,  and  they  would  be  prettier  still  if  she  could  <!•>  without  that 
dark  shadow  of  the  northern  province,  with  all  its  poetry  and  penury, 
to  enhance  their  happier  light.    Spite  of  all  Mis.-  lulwards  can  say, 
however,  poor  Brittany  will  continue  more  interct^tinir  to  the  foreign 
visitor  than  La  Brie  with  all  its  cheeses  and  its  firuit.  The  melancholy 
western  province  has  a  charm  in  its  misfortunes,  in  its  many  chills  and 
troubles,  in  its  old-world  unlikeness  to  ourselves,  which  will  stand 
any  contrast.    And  we  do  not  think  that,  if  our  t^eutle  readers  were 
to  be  moved  to  an  immediate  start  across  the  ClKHuiel  by  any  of  the 
travel-books  we  have  put  before  them,  that  it  woukl  l)e  •the  poplars 
and  the  canals  and  the  gardens  that  would  tempt  them.  Well-to- 
do-ness  is  a  highly  desirable  condition.    Woukl  tli-it  we  could  all 
share  it]  but  it  does  not  possess  any  romance  Mf  interest;  rather, 
if  we  must  confess  it,  in  our  inmost  hearts  awakes  a  certain  opposition, 
and  natural  defiance.    Neither  is  the  pictme  Mis»  Edwards  gives  us 
at  all  an  attractive  one.    The  farmers'  wives  and  daughters,  she 
informs  us,  though  still  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  dairies,  and 
helping  to  make  the  abundant  wealth  of  the  disi:riot,  *wear  the 
smartest  of  Paiisian  bonnets  and  gowns  when  piyin«4:  visits ' — •!  was 
going  to  say  when  at  church,'  she  adds  jauntily,  *  Imt  nobody  does 
go  there !  .  .  .  .    Church-going  has  becom"-  out  of  date  among 
the  manufacturers  of  Brie  cheese.     They  aTuiH*-   themselves  on 
Snnday  by  taking  walks  with  their  children  :  tlie  patei'-familia^ 
bathes  in  the  river ;  the  ladies  put  on  their  p\hi  dn^sses  and  pay 
visits — ^but  they  omit  the  devotions.' 

Our  humble  opinion  is  that  La  Brie  must  bt*  in  a  very  bad  way, 
and  that  the  prosperity  which  has  no  higher  side  than  paying  visits 
in  Parisian  bonnets,  is  rather  a  vulgar  sort  of  well-being.  Miss 
Edwards  writes  veiy  well,  and  has  written  much  better.  But  the 
reader  who  will  compare  her  paeans  of  indiscriuiinate  praise,  and 
equally  indiscriminate  denunciations,  with  the  real  knowledge  and 
patient  observation  of,  let  us  say  Mr.  Hamerton's  book  about 
France,  so  full  of  true  and  sympathetic  und<,*r>tanding  of  the 
country  and  the  people,  will  perceive  the  difi^^rence  at  a  glance.  It 
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is  a  pity,  though,  that  the  ideal  of  Bepublican  virtue,  which  has 
always  a  surface  of  generous  and  high-minded  sentiment,  should  fall 
so  ingenuously  and  quickly  into  the  snare  of  riches.  Perhaps  when 
.all  imaginative  superiorities  are  abolished,  it  is  natural  that  a  fine, 
bold,  well-developed  golden  image  should  be  the  handiest  substitute ; 
but  it  is  bold  to  put  it  forward  in  this  unhesitating  way.  The  great 
fortunes  of  the  farmers,  the  immense  wealth  of  M.  Menier,  all  made 
out  of  the  best  chocolate  in  the  world  ;  finally,  the  gorgeous  blazing 
golden  chateau  of  the  Rothschilds  The  very  name  of  Rothschild 
tills  us  with  awe  and  bewilderment  I '  cries  the  enthusiastic  traveller) 
are  the  objects  of  Miss  Edwards's  adoration.  No  wonder  she  de- 
spises poor  Brittany,  which  wears  no  Paris  bonnets,  and  possesses 
so  few  millionaires. 

There  is,  however,  one  thing  in  this  book  against  which  we  pro- 
test in  the  interest  of  all  truly  liberal  opinions.  The  intolerant 
hatred  with  which  a  French  secularist  speaks  of  the  Church  is  like 
the  French  patrician's  cruel  fear  of  the  Revolution,  a  remnant  and 
reflection  of  evil  times  that  are  past ;  but  no  words  can  be  strong 
enough  to  condemn  the  English  writer  who  ventures  to  put  into  black 
and  white  the  following  comparison : — 

Ah,  what  a  different  thing  is  the  existence  of  a  Catholic  priest  from 
that  of  a  Protestant  minister!  On  the  one  side  we  find  selfishness, 
sensuality,  and  enforced  isolation  from  the  purifying  influences  of  home  and 
the  domestic  affections ;  a  life  out  of  harmony,  with  the  holiest  instincts 
human  nature,  and  by  the  force  of  circumstances  detrimental  not  only  to 
the  individual  himself,  but  to  society  at  large ;  on  the  other,  a  high  standard 
of  social  and  domestic  virtue,  a  career  of  persistent  self-denial,  simpUdty, 
and  dignified  obedience  to  the  natural  laws  and  exigencies  of  society ;  a  life 
indeed  edifying  to  all,  and  by  virtue  of  its  unselfishness  uplifting  to  the 
individual. 

Nothing  can  excuse  a  generalisation  of  this  kind.  No  one  ever 
knew  France  well  without  knowing  to  what  perfection  of  simple 
virtue  her  humble,  hard-worked  cur^s,  laborious,  unremunerated 
servants  of  Grod  and  man,  often  attain.  If  not  all  apostles,  they  are 
yet  quite  as  much  so  as  most '  Protestant  Ministers.'  To  claim  self- 
denial  as  the  leading  characteristic  in  the  existence  of  a  well- 
to-do  '  family  man '  with  wife  and  children,  and  selfishness  as  the 
special  qualification  of  the  poor  celibate,  is  one  of  those  follies 
of  prejudice  to  which  a  laugh  is  the  only  reply.  It  does  not 
say  much  for  the  honourable  estate  of  marriage  if  it  is  to  be 
adduced  as  a  proof  of  self-denial.  We  are  tempted  to  inquire, 
though  it  may  seem  uncivil,  whether  *  enforced  isolation  from  the 
purifying  influences  of  home  and  the  domestic  affections '  has  effects 
as  deadly  upon  the  great  number  of  English  ladies  who,  as  writers 
like  Miss  Edwards  are  continually  assuring  us,  never  can  marry,  as 
upon  the  poor  priests  who  have  fathers  and  mothers  and  sisters  and 
brothers,  though  they  have  not  wives?  We  are  ourselves  of  an 
•opposite  opinion. 
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PARLIAMENT  has  said  its  last  word  for  1879  policy  of 

the  Government,  foreign  and  domestic.    It  does  not  yet  appear 
when  the  nation  as  a  nation  will  be  allowed  to  say  its  &tst.  Since 
we  discussed  the  state  of  public  business  in  our  August  number, 
the  prospects  of  British  policy,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  are  sup- 
posed to  have  cleared.    The  Afghan  war  had  already  then  closed ;  now 
the  psBan  of  victory  has  been  sung.    A  victory  had  retrieved 
Isandlana  ;  now  the  flight  of  Cetewayo  into  the  desolate  darkness  of 
his  mountains  is  supposed  to  have  placed  the  fruits  of  the  triumph 
at  the  disposal  of  E^land.    The  Russians,  at  the  end  of  July,  were 
still  in  occupation  of  Bulgaria:  now  the  last  Russian  soldier  has 
disappeared.    A  Ministerial  crisis  at  Constantinople  was  keeping 
Ottoman  reforms  in  indefinite  abeyance :  now  the  crisis  is  at  an 
end,  and  a  formal  scheme  of  financial  reconstruction  under  European 
I     control  is  reported  to  have  received  the  Sultan's  sanction.  There 
I     was  still  a  fear  at  the  beginning  of  August  that  the  deposition  of 
1     Ismail  might  throw  back  Egyptian  aflFairs  into  the  power  of  the 
Constantinople  Seraglio:  now  the  virtual  independence  of  the  new 
Khedive  is  believed  to  have  been  ascertained,  and  the  consequent 
sopremacy  of  Western  Europe  in  his  councils.  In  internal  legislation 
j     the  catalogue  of  successes  may  not  be  equally  long ;  but  it  is  alleged 
I     that  the  intrinsic  importance  of  its  contents  makes  up  for  their 
i     deficiency  in  number.   A  Bank  Bill  has  been  passed.    The  Army 
Discipline  Bill  has  survived  Irish  criticism,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  and  has  received  the  Royal  assent.    Still  more,  an 
Irish  University  Bill  has  become  law,  and  Irish  Catholics  have  been 
assured  that  they  have  been  granted,  without  prejudice  to  Protestant 
eonsciences,  a  more  substantial  boon  than  was  conferred  upon  them 
in  Mr.  Grladstone's  overthrow  of  the  Irish  Church. 

The  Qt)vemment  and  its  fuglemen  invite  the  public  to  be  humbly 
giatefdl  for  its  escape  from  the  quagmire  of  petty  wars,  international 
complications,  and  a  kind  of  sense  that  the  British  Parliament  had 
become  water-logged.  Lord  Salisbury,  at  Hatfield,  on  the  4th  of 
Angnst,  told  the  Middlesex  Conservative  working-men  that  the  Afghan 
war  was  the  most  momentous  Asiatic  war  England  had  ever  waged. 
He  congratulated  the  same  nondescript  politicians  upon  the  final  dis- 
persion of  the  cloud  which  impended  from  Zululand,  and  the  trium- 
phant repulse  of  the  attack  by  a  savage  host  upon  our  South  African 
colonies.  Lord  Beaconsfield  took  up  the  note  of  exultation  at  the 
Mansion  House  on  the  6th  of  August.  He  reminded  his  aldermanic 
andience  of  his  diplomatic  dexterity.    He  had  signed  the  Treaty  of 
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Berlin,  and  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  was  actually  being  obeyed.  He 
infoimed  the  same  audience  of  his  own  prophetic  sagacity.  He  had 
declared  at  the  Guildhall  in  November  that  Great  Britain  was 
warring  with  Shere  Ali  for  a  scientific  frontier  to  the  Indian  Empire. 
A  scientific  frontier  we  now  possessed.  On  the  same  festive  occasion 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defended  the  Session  festively  against 
the  charge  of  indolence  and  inertness  above  any  other  Session  in  the 
history  of  Parliament.  He  appealed  to  the  candour  of  the  House 
of  Lords  to  admit  that  the  Commons  must  have  worked  well  during 
its  weeks  of  angry  contention  to  send  up  a  Bill  of  such  bulk  as  the 
Army  Bill  in  a  state  so  perfect  that  two  hours'  inquiry  satisfied  the 
Peers  to  remit  it  intact  to  the  Crown  for  itfi  approvaL  He  claimed, 
again,  for  his  House  the  glory  of  having  breatiied  life  into  the  Irish 
University  scheme  which  it  had  received  from  the  sister  House  an 
inanimate  skeleton.  All,  to  judge  by  the  words  of  Conservative 
chie&,  is  peaceful  and  prosperous  in  British  policy.  Parliament  and 
Government  have  equally  earned  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  Even 
Obstruction  has  calmed  down  under  the  generous  determination  of 
Irish  patriotism  not  to  let  pride  in  its  power  to  veto  legislation 
beguile  it  from  its  purpose  to  take  all  it  can  get  from  English 
weariness  at  litigious  delays. 

We  gladly  welcome  any  symptoms  that  Great  Britain  is  emerging 
from  the  vague  uncertainties  among  which  her  feet  have  been  long 
wandering.  A  creditor  who  finds  his  debtor  insolvent  rejoices  to 
receive  half-arcrown  in  the  pound.  For  the  moment  he  feels  as 
if  he  had  made  a  profit^  instead  of  having  compromised  a  loss. 
That  Bussia  should  not  embarrass  her  own  finances  and  terrify 
Europe  by  maintaining  the  machinery  of  a  European  war  in  the 
emancipated  provinces  of  Turkey  is  not  the  less  matter  for  satis- 
faction from  the  practical  impossibility  of  a  contrary  procedure. 
The  most  determined  unbelievers  in  Turkish  regeneration  under 
Ottoman  rule  may  yet  hear  with  pleasure  that  taxes  wrested  from 
starving  peasants  will  not  be  wholly  squandered  in  pampering  vice 
and  foUy.  Cyprus  may  be  our  shame  for  the  meanness  whidi  ex- 
torted it  from  a  crushed  ally  by  an  intrigue  behind  the  back  of 
Europe;  yet  we  are  glad  to  be  assured  that  English  honesty  of 
administration  is  beginning  to  be  appreciated  by  the  Cypriotes.  It 
may  be  held  that  British  statesmanship  blundered  in  invoking  the 
sympathy  of  the  Porte  with  the  Egyptian  bondholders  at  the  cost 
of  opening  a  back  door  from  Constantinople  into  the  Cairo  treasury. 
That  is  one  cause  the  more  for  content  if  the  gate  which  was  unwarily 
unlocked  have  really  now  once  more  been  shut.  It  is  consistent 
to  question  the  morality  of  the  aggression  on  the  A%han  Ameer,  yet 
extol  the  endurance  of  British  soldiers  in  forcing  his  mountain 
barrier.  We  may  censure  the  folly  of  marking  out  a  frontier  of  out- 
posts in  a  wilderness,  yet  be  grateM  that  what  we  deem  the  gain  of  a 
loss  has  not  been  bought  even  with  a  heavier  price  than  several  TnilHni^a 
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of  British  treasiire.  Not  a  word  can  be  retracted  of  all  that  has  been 
ever  pleaded  against  the  policy  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere,  and  the  ^  post 
fado  connivance  of  the  Conservative  Government,  yet  a  patriotic 
delight  be  stirred  at  the  victory  of  Ulundi.  Peace  does  not  become 
unwelcome,  because  there  need  never  have  been  war.  We  may 
refuse  to  account  the  consolidation  of  the  Mutiny  Acts  a  glorious 
trophy  of  legislation,  and  still  be  well  satisfied  that  the  work  of  the 
one  industrious  episode  of  the  Session  has  not  been  lost  in  the  tur- 
moil of  obstructive  manoeuvres.  We  are  not  to  be  supposed  to  approve 
the  tactics  which  introduced  a  shadow  into  Parliament  in  the  hope 
that  the  House  of  Commons  might  nourish  it  into  organic  life, 
because  we  experience  a  sentiment  of  pleasure  at  a  temporary  paci- 
fication of  Irish  rancour,  and  at  the  bestowal  on  Irish  youth  of  a  new 
though  awkwardly  conceived  inducement  to  intellectual  progress. 

We  are  grateftd  that  a  foreign  policy  which  entails  a  heavy  burden 
in  the  future  has  not  added  misery  in  the  present ;  that  a  Session 
which  threatened  to  accomplish  nothing,  has  accomplished  something; 
that  Obstruction,  if  it  insisted  upon  bdng  bribed  with  a  pro-CathoUo 
University,  kept  to  its  own  part  of  the  bargain,  and  let  Supply  be 
voted.  But  the  gratitude  is  not  of  that  intensity  which  forbids  us  to 
look  the  gift-horse  in  the  mouth.  We  cannot  help  remembering  that 
the  happy  results  accredited  to  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  must  have 
equally  followed  from  the  Treaty  of  San  Stefano.  Had  a  consolidated 
Bulgaria  been  permitted  to  come  into  existence  under  the  original 
arrangement  between  the  belligerents,  Bussian  troops  must  have 
evacuated  the  single,  and  stronger,  principality  as  they  have  now 
evacuated  its  two  weak  halves.  No  stipulations  of  the  one  treaty 
have  been  observed  which  would  not  have  been  as  faithfully  ob- 
served had  the  other  continued  operative.  When  it  is  asked  how 
fiur  the  Porte  has  fulfilled  the  pledges  it  accepted  in  London,  or 
which  were  accepted  by  itself  or  on  its  behalf  at  Berlin,  we  are 
scolded  for  expecting  impossibilities.  Greece  and  Turkey  scowl  at 
each  other  across  their  borders.  Grreat  Britain  is  less  powerful  to  in- 
fluence her  dependent  and  ally  to  settle  the  dispute  on  the  basis  which 
she  herself  mediated,  than  is  France,  which  befriended  the  opposite 
cause.  Asia  Minor  has  not  yet  begun  to  be  reformed.  The  Porte 
goes  on  as  before,  denying  that  a  magistrate  can  do  justice 
unless  England  reconmience  the  old  system  of  subsidies.  Never  did 
State  so  confess  its  shame  as  the  Porte  with  its  audacious  avowal  of 
incapacity  in  its  magistracy  to  distinguish  between  guilt  and  inno- 
cence unless  the  wealthy  West  will  cross  its  palm  with  gold.  Were 
England  on  the  same  level  with  the  rest  of  Europe  in  her  rdation 
to  the  Porte,  matters  would  be  no  worse  than  they  have  been  for  a 
century  past.  The  Porte  would  be  merely  heaping  up  wrath  against 
the  day  of  vengeance  upon  its  iniquities.  Enghmd  would  have  no 
greater  liability  for  the  consequences  than  has  every  neighbour  of  a 
man  who  leaves  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  open  in  his  back  yard.    As  it 
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is,  England  has  made  herself  Turkey's  referee.  She  has  implicitly 
declared  her  &ith  in  the  future  good  behaviour  of  this  reckless 
player  with  fire.  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord  Salisbury  boast  that 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin  is  in  fair  way  of  accomplishment.  They  do  not 
stand  up  at  Hatfield  and  the  Mansion  House  and  report  the  fulfilment 
of  the  Treaty  of  London.  Cyprus,  they  assert,  with  its  thousands  of 
military  police  for  conveying  imaginary  treasure  across  the  island,  is 
a  burden  light  as  air  upon  the  Imperial  finances.  They  never 
explain  what  Cyprus  is  doing  towards  justifying  British  expenditure 
upon  it,  little  or  great.  We  know  that  Bussia,  having  accomplished 
her  mission  in  the  Bulgarian  principalities,  has  withdrawn,  as  it  was 
always  certain  that  she  must  withdraw.  We  know  fiirther  that 
England  took  upon  herself  responsibilities  for  the  Porte  in  the 
expectation  that  the  Porte  would  create  a  reserve  fund  of  good 
government  against  any  claims  from  without  which  those  responsi- 
bilities might  draw  with  them.  We  know,  lastly,  by  the  complaints 
of  a  Philo-Turk  like  Sir  Henry  Layard,  and  the  invectives  of  a 
Miso-Russian  like  Sir  Drummond  Wolff,  that  Turkey  is  as  irre- 
deemably ill  administered  now  as  before  the  war  with  Servia  and 
Montenegro  began. 

Li  Egypt  the  menace  of  a  perpetual  Constantinopolitan  nightmare 
tethered  at  the  door  of  the  new  Khedive's  treasury  may  have  been 
removed  for  the  time  by  the  affirmation  of  the  old  independence.  But 
the  same  power  which  is  recognised  as  required  to  affirm  must  be 
recognised  as  having  power  to  revoke.  The  Western  Powers,  in 
obeying  the  initiative  of  Berlin,  and  acquiescing  in  the  right  of  the 
Sultan  to  depose  the  chief  of  Mehemet  Ali's  family,  have  made 
a  breach  in  Egyptian  self-government  which  the  Porte  will  be 
astute  enough  to  keep  open.  It  will  not  parade  its  supremacy 
before  Europe,  but  it  will  tighten  its  grasp  upon  its  feudatory. 
France  had  an  object,  though  none  very  exalted,  to  gain  by  her 
complicity  with  Berlin  and  Constantinople.  Great  Britain  had 
nothing  to  gain ;  she  may  find  that  she  has  lost  much.  That  the 
Conservative  Grovemment  fell  into  this  trap,  not  from  a  mistaken 
policy,  but  from  the  fact  it  had  no  policy  at  all  in  Egyptian  afBeurs, 
does  not  reassure,  though  it  can  scarcely  surprise. 

In  the  consequences  of  the  Afghan  War  there  is  visible  the  same 
process  of  skinning  over  a  dangerous  wound.  If  we  have  carried 
any  advantages  out  of  that  war,  it  is  possible  they  may  have  been 
acquired  at  small  cost.  Unfortunately  they  are  advantages  which  at 
any  moment  may  shed  their  ornamental  plimiage,  and  pose  as  brood- 
ing disasters.  The  attack  on  Shere  Ali  was  conmienced  in  alarm  at 
Russian  intrigues  in  Afghanistan.  Those  intrigues  have  been  de- 
feated for  a  time,  at  any  rate.  So  far  the  enterprise  has  been 
successful.  Unluckily  the  wind  of  popular  apprehensions  very 
shortly  after  the  aggression  was  made  began  to  blow  away  from 
Russia.   Lord  Beaconsfield  foresaw  a  danger  that  the  Gt>vemment 
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might  find  a  quantity  of  unsaleable  panic  preparations  left  on  its 
hands.  Accordingly,  he  discovered  that  the  object  of  the  war  was 
of  more  than  temporary  concern.  Had  Kussia  never  crossed  the 
Danube  and  threatened  England  by  looking  across  the  Black  Sea 
to  Constantinople,  Lord  Beaconsfield's  pretext  for  the  Afghan  War 
would  have  held  good  still.  India  was  discovered  to  have  a  want 
which  only  Naboth's  vineyard  in  the  dominions  of  Gabul  could  supply. 
A  scientific  frontier  for  Hindostan  was  required ;  we  were  warring 
with  Shere  Ali  to  encircle  Hindostan  with  a  ring  fence.  The  war 
left  England  mistress.  She  could  take  whatever  she  pleased  to 
complete  her  scientific  frontier.  The  chief  champion  of  the  war  of 
jqpoliation  has  explained  how  fieur  the  new  frontier  is  no  frontier  at  all. 
Its  advantage  in  Sir  Henry  Bawlinson's  eyes  is  that  it  pledges  England 
to  advance  further,  &om  the  very  fact  that  in  itself  it  is  a  string  of 
untenable  outposts.  If  the  advantages  are  prospective,  its  cost  is 
actual.  At  a  moment  when  the  only  hope  for  Indian  finances  was 
to  take  the  military  estimates  and  lop  off  a  third,  a  permanent  addi- 
tion is  made  to  the  war  budget  of  the  Empire.  The  most  thorough 
advocate  of  the  Government  does  not  attempt  to  deny  that  the  new 
frontier  will  be  expensive.  The  compensation  suggested  is  to  convert 
every  feudatory  in  the  peninsula  into  a  deadly  and  irreconcilable 
enemy  by  the  enforced  disbandment  of  his  troops,  that'  the  British 
Government  may  be  able  to  economise  its  own. 

The  Zulu  war  is  assumed,  perhaps  somewhat  sanguinely,  to  be 
at  an  end,  and  the  highest  praise  the  Government  can  extract  &om  a 
grave  reproach  to  English  justice  is  that  the  quarrel  was  none  of  its 
seeking.  If  a  portion  of  tJie  burdens  this  dreary  enterprise  entails 
have  to  be  borne  by  the  section  of  the  Empire  which  joyfully  ac- 
cepted the  guilt  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere's  policy,  and  which  has  profited 
la^^ely,  at  tiie  cost  of  the  British  treasury,  by  a  war  waged  on  its 
beb^lf.  Government  may  thank  the  initiative  of  the  British  nation  at 
large  which  repudiated  &om  the  first  a  gratuitous  aggression.  The 
memory  of  an  injustice  committed  in  the  name  of  the  State  can 
seldom  be  blotted  out.  The  statement  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
Ckdonies  on  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  Session  permits  us  to  hope  that 
Englishmen  have  not  to  blush  at  hearing,  as  newspaper  correspondents 
had  announced,  that  the  Zulu  king  has  had  a  price  set  upon  his 
head  for  the  sole  crime  of  warding  off  an  attack  which  Lord  Salis- 
bury's fervid  imagination  transmutes  into  the  making  of  war.  We 
had  always  found  it  impossible  to  credit  such  rumours  as  came  &om 
the  scene  of  operations,  under  date  July  18,  that  even  a  guarantee  of 
his  life  was  refused  by  Cetewayo's  ungenerous  enemies.  Englishmen 
have  happily  not  yet  learnt  to  treat  a  vanquished  foe  like  a  wolf. 
Sufficient  cause  for  mortification  at  the  origin  and  incidents  of  the 
war  exists  without  the  shame  of  such  meanness*  The  only  set-off 
against  the  many  vexations  of  one  of  the  least  honourable  and  most 
extravagantly  costly  of  little  wars  this  country  has  ever  waged  is  that 
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British  South  Ajfrica  appears  likely  to  be  confronted  at  last  with  the 
consequences  of  coveting  the  possessions  of  its  neighbours. 

Lord  Salisbury  bid  his  Hatfield  visitors,  the  Middlesex  Conser- 
vative working-men,  regard  the  G-ovemment's  'broad  outlines  of 
policy.'  To  Ms  fervid  fancy  all  his  acts  as  Foreign  Secretary,  with 
those,  we  presume,  of  the  Colonial  and  Indian  OflBices  thrown  in, 
appear  so  many  'links  in  a  long  chain.'  The  bounds  of  policy 
are  certainly  hospitably  wide.  When  an  insubordinate  oflScer 
engages  in  a  war  almost  in  defiance  of  his  superiors.  Ministers 
reprove  him  for  taking  the  bit  between  his  teeth.  At  the  same 
time  they  assure  critical  busybodies  that,  in  running  away,  he  has 
happily  only  carried  his  masters  with  agreeable  sp^d  to  their  in- 
tended destination.  Lord  Salisbury's  '  broad  outlines '  are  a  number 
of  Union  Jacks  which  the  Ministry  serves  out  of  its  stores  for  its 
diplomatists  and  colonial  governors  to  plant  on  any  newly  discovered 
policies  they  may  come  across,  so  only  that  they  be  sufiSciently 
meddlesome.  He  and  his  chief  have  been  for  a  year  past  perpetually 
sallying  outside  the  circle  of  British  interests,  and  demonstrating^, 
to  their  own  satisfaction,  the  necessity  of  tracing  a  new  position  by 
proving  their  incapacity  to  defend  or  even  beat  the  bounds  of  that 
which  exists.  A  Conservative  Minister  is  never  so  happy  as  when  he 
can  show  the  instability  of  all  things  British  as  they  are.  He  discovers 
that  the  actual  Navy  is  a  phantom.  He  proclaims  the  actual  boundary 
line  of  any  quarter  of  the  Empire  untenable.  He  lays  down  a  dozen 
ironclads,  and  leaves  the  bill  for  his  Liberal  successors  to  pay.  He 
occupies  a  dozen  disconnected  pin-points  in  advance  of  his  ancient 
limits,  and  styles  them  a  scientific  frontier.  His  'broad  outlines  of 
policy '  consist  of  the  constant  execution  of  a  war  dance,  lest  Europe 
should  forget  the  existence  of  the  British  power.  He  is  forging  his 
'  links  in  a  long  chain,'  when  his  Government  guarantees  the  moral 
conduct  and  political  welfare  of  an  allied  Afghanistan,  and  the 
coming  regeneration  of  the  Porte ;  when  it  accepts,  on  behalf  of  the 
South  African  Colonies,  new  obligations  towards  Zululand,  which  the 
Colonies  we  know  will  interpret  after  a  spirit  absolutely  unlike  our 
own ;  when  it  extorts  territory  from  Turkey  as  the  price  of  its  good 
oflBices  with  Europe,  in  violation  of  the  first  elements  of  equity  which 
forbid  a  trustee  to  turn  his  fiduciary  character  to  profit.  Lord  Salis- 
bury may  claim  consistency  and  fidelity  to  a  tradition  as  signs  of  a 
Conservative  policy.  But  be  must  first  prove  that  the  policy  is  for 
the  credit  and  advantage  of  Great  Britain  before  he  can  expect  his 
countrymen  to  exult  in  a  consistency  which  may  be  only  persistency 
in  evil  and  folly. 

Lord  Beaconsfield's  Ministry  has  concluded  '  the  most  momentous 
Asiatic  war  England  ever  waged' — a  war  of  a  single  engagement,  which 
the  most  rhetorical  Correspondent  has  scarcely  designated  a  battle- — a 
war  in  which  the  only  difficult  enemies  we  had  to  encounter  were  tribes 
with  which  we  were  supposed  to  have  no  quarreL    It  has  repulsed  in 
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South  Africa  an  attack  which  was  never  made.  It  has  seen  all  the 
aims  and  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  happily  executed,  with 
the  trivial  exception  of  those  the  Porte  had  to  perform.  Freed  from 
the  cares  of  foreign  complications,  it  found  at  length  a  few  weeks^ 
leisure  to  attend  to  domestic  affairs.  Within  five  days  of  the  Pro- 
rogation, it  actually  passed  an  Irish  University  Bill.  Adversaries  of 
the  Government  may  willingly  admit  that  the  Bill  in  passing  through 
tiie  Lower  House  ceased  to  be  a  shadow.  The  measure  left  the  Lords 
a  title  and  a  preamble.  In  the  Gonmions  it  became  a  step  towards 
procuring  a  liberal  education  for  naturally  able  and  energetic 
Irish  Catholics.  The  Government  has  not  endowed  a  Catholic 
CoU^e  or  University.  It  has  not  even  founded  a  single  scholarship 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  promising  Catholic  student.  But  it  has  sug- 
gested to  the  Senate  of  the  future  University  that,  if  the  Senate 
obtains  leave  from  Parliament  to  lay  its  hands  on  an  endowment  for 
its  students,  the  Conservative  Government  wiU  stand  by  acquiescent 
while  the  spoil  is  being  carried  off.  That  it  will  persist  in  its  resolve 
when  next  year  some  double  of  Mr.  Whalley  tears  the  veil  off  the 
betrayal  of  Protestantism,  Catholic  Ireland  has  no  assurance.  Ir^eland 
has  no  assurance  that  the  Government,  as  against  its  Protestant 
followers,  would  even  have  the  power  to  keep  its  pledge.  Though  the 
friendly  neutrality  and  the  supremacy  of  the  present  Government 
should  siLrvivQ  to  another  Session,  England  at  all  events  can  have  no 
assurance  that  Irish  Catholics  who  want  one  thing  will  leave  off  want- 
ing it  because  they  have  been  given  something  else.  Catholic  Ireland 
desires  State  countenance  and  help  for  a  system  of  collegiate  education 
like  that  provided  by  Oxford  and  Cambridge  for  English  Protestants. 
Mr.  James  Lowther,  with  that  moral  courage  which  marks  his  general 
administration  of  Irish  affairs,  informed  his  Irish  opponents,  while 
the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  that  he  knew  their  wishes  bett^  than 
themselves.  They  fencied  it  was  a  teaching  University  they  wanted. 
He  told  them  they  were  mistaken :  what  they  require  is  not  a  teach- 
ing, but  an  examining  University.  According  to  Mr.  Lowther,  when 
an  Irish  Catholic  craves  a  national  endowment  for  a  professorial  chair, 
his  request  is  only  a  non-natural  form  of  asking  for  an  endowment 
of  the  best  pupil  the  professor's  class  produces. 

An  Irishman  accounts  as  gain  every  pound  he  can  wrest  from  the 
Imperial  treasury,  however  it  may  be  expended.  He  is  ready  to  take 
Imperial  money  for  fishing-tackle,  for  branded  herrings,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  small  holdings,  for  the  reclamation  of  a  bog,  for  the  widening 
of  a  bridge.  But  an  Irishman,  like  an  Englishman,  has  his  favourite 
objects  which  he  is  eager  to  see  carried  out.  If  he  wish  for  an  en- 
dowed Catholic  College,  he  will  not  rest  content  with  a  number  of 
prizes.  He  will  devour  the  babes  a  matricidal  Government  oasts 
oat  to  him,  yet  not  give  over  chasing  the  mother  herself.  From 
the  Roman  Catholic  point  of  view,  we  doubt  if  the  Irish  Catholic 
ought  to  rest  satisfied  with  a  concession  of  something  diametrically 
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unlike  the  object  of  his  prayer.  He  wishes  to  raise  the  standard 
of  instruction  for  the  average  Irishman  who  would  rejoice  in  a 
University  course,  did  his  Church  sanction  his  attendance  at  it. 
The  lines  of  the  Government  scheme,  should  they  ever  be  filled  in, 
will  recognise  only  the  prize  student.  The  undergraduate  of  eminent 
zeal  and  energy  will  profit  by  the  State  benefaction;  the  under- 
graduate, fit  only  to  attain  a  qualifying  degree  is  to  gain  nothing. 
Such  an  arrangement  ofiends  against  the  principles  of  true  University 
education,  in  the  judgment  of  all  who  think  there  is  any  good  in 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  in  the  Scotch  Universities,  or  in  Trinity 
College,  Dublin.  But,  whatever  its  merits  or  demerits,  it  has  beyond 
controversy  the  radical  vice,  that  it  pretends  to  remove  one  Irish 
Catholic  grievance  by  imaginiag  and  redressing  another.  The 
Government's  concession  to  Ireland  is  not  quite  like  giving  a  stone 
to  those  who  ask  for  bread ;  but  it  is  like  an  offer  of  turtle  and 
champagne  to  one  child  while  a  dozen  others  are  crying  for  milk. 

The  course  of  the  controversy  on  Irish  University  Education 
cannot  be  surveyed  without  regret  at  the  melancholy  waste  of  an 
opportunity  for  beMending  and  conciliating  Catholic  Ireland.  Mo- 
tives of  a  dozen  collateral  kinds  have  been  suffered  to  interpose 
between  an  acknowledged  want  of  Ireland  and  its  satisfaction.  The 
reproach  for  a'  very  discreditable  condition  of  things  does  not  fidl 
solely  upon  the  present  Government.  Many  Liberals  are  so  wedded 
to  a  belief  in  supposed  general  principles  that  they  will  not  con- 
descend to  consider  the  especial  exigencies  of  Ireland.  Irish 
Catholics  can^  in  existing  circumstances,  matriculate  and  graduate 
at  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  as  fireely  as  can  Irish  Protestants.  Some 
Irish  Catholics  do.  If  they  dislike  the  tradition  of  Protestant 
ascendency  which  clings  to  an  institution  governed  by  Protestant 
clergymen,  and  at  which  Protestants  retain  the  machinery  of  denomi- 
national instruction,  they  may  resort  to  the  Queen's  Colleges.  There 
Protestants  and  Koman  Catholics  are,  at  least,  on  a  leveL  Neither 
the  one  denomination  nor  the  other  can  obtain  religious  instruction 
from  the  University  and  College  authorities.  Catholics  in  fair 
numbers  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  held  out  by  the  Queen's 
Colleges ;  and  those  colleges  have  now  as  much  success  as  any  unde- 
nominational collegiate  institutions  in  a  Catholic,  agricultuial,  and 
uncommercial  country  like  Ireland  could  probably  anticipate.  But  tiie 
whole  force  of  the  Irish  Catholic  priesthood  is  arrayed  against  an  educa- 
tion which  is  not  supervised  by  itself.  After  a  struggle,  in  which  at  one 
moment  it  appeared  as  if  counsels  of  mutual  toleration  would  prevail 
in  the  Boman  Catholic  hierarchy,  the  mass  of  Irish  Catholics  has 
given  in  its  adhesion  to  the  clerical  dogma.  A  University  educa- 
tion is  refused  by  the  people  at  large,  unless  on  condition  that  the 
colleges  in  which  it  is  given  are  denominational.  A  certain  small 
section  of  English  Liberals  asserts  that  the  demand  is  fictitious. 
It  declares  that  the  Queen's  Colleges  do  now,  and  Trinity  Coll^  in 
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the  near  future  will,  provide  as  much  academical  education  as  the 
Irish  nation  is  aUe  to  absorb.  If  there  be  young  Catholics  fitted 
to  benefit  by  University  Education,  but  who  are  excluded  from  it  by 
the  absence  of  an  intermixture  of  a  denominational  spirit,  they  are 
told  they  must  wait  until  their  theological  advisers  have  learnt  more 
wisdom.  There  would  perhaps  be  admitted  to  be  a  possibility  of 
individual  loss  under  the  present  system.  A  much  greater  loss,  how- 
ever, is  threatened,  were  the  priesthood  to  be  allowed  to  control  a  form 
of  higher  education  sanctioned  by  the  State.  A  clear  result  would,  it 
is  intimated,  be,  that  the  stronger  wills  which  now  refuse  to  subject 
themselves  to  their  priests  would  have  no  excuse  for  independence 
when  a  State-subsidised  priest-supervised  college  was  ready  to  open  its 
doors  to  them.  The  contest  is  represented  as  one  between  a  very 
small  and  femciftd  inconvenience  in  the  present,  and  the  danger  of 
raising  up  a  permanent  bar  between  Irish  cultivated  intelligence  and 
national  British  tendencies  and  sympathies. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  state  the  objection  to  a  State  reo^pMtion 
of  a  denominational  Irish  University  or  College  fairly,  if  shortly.  It 
seems  to  us  to  come  to  little  more  than  this,  that  Irish  Catholics,  if 
they  imderstood  their  own  interests  and  those  of  the  British  Empire, 
would  insist  upon  confining  their  priesthood  to  its  proper  religious 
fimctions.  The  United  Kingdom  suffers  by  the  danmiing  up  with 
artificial  denominational  bajrriers  of  the  current  of  Irid^  national 
feeUng.  Irishmen  themselves  suffer  still  greater  injury.  Where  we 
are  unable  to  follow  the  argument  against  legislation  like  that  pro- 
posed by  The  O'Conor  Don's  University  Bill  is  in  what  appears  to  us 
a  pure  assumption  that  Irishmen,  if  they  cannot  obtain  the  particular 
variety  of  University  they  prefer,  will  accept  another  which  they  pro- 
fess to  regard  as  involving  a  violation  of  their  consciences.  We 
cannot  look  upon  the  question  of  University  education  for  Irishmen  as 
one  of  a  simple  boon  to  Ireland.  Ireland  requests  a  favour  of  the 
hnpmal  Parliament ;  but  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  king- 
dom as  much  as  of  the  part  called  Ireland  that  the  object  which 
inspired  the  request  should  be  compassed.  Could  a  new  source  of 
national  enlightenment  be  opened  up  for  Ireland  by  encouraging  the 
due  training  of  the  rough  intellectual  material  of  the  population,  the 
Empire  would  gain.  Did  Irish  Catholics  consent  to  attend  classes  at 
the  Queen's  CoU^s,  or  at  Trinity,  in  company  with  their  Protestant 
countrymen,  the  desired  end  would  be  attained  more  completely.  We 
do  not  see,  however,  that  English  Protestants  like  ourselves,  who 
believe  sincerely  that  the  principle  of  undenominational  education  is 
the  best^  and  not  least  compatible  with  religious  feeling,  would  be 
doing  either  justice  or  good,  whether  to  the  kingdom  or  to  Ireland, 
ty  forcing  their  especial  view  upon  millions  who  detest  it.  What  is 
more  to  the  purpose  still,  we  have  no  confidence  that  the  attempt 
would  ever  succeed.  Its  failure  would  embitter  yet  more  a  national 
alienation  which  has  been  already  too  long  by  centuries  in  progress. 


Digitized  by  Google 


428 


The  Close  of  the  Session. 


[September 


Parliament  is  forbidden  by  the  spirit  of  the  age  from  entrusting 
State  funds  to  a  religious  denomination  to  disburse.  But  as  Parlia- 
ment cannot  encourage,  so  neither  is  it  under  any  obligation  to 
discourage,  voluntary  denominational  education.  Neutral  itself 
among  the  rival  denominations,  it  is  bound  to  be  imdenominational 
in  the  conduct  of  any  educational  institutions  itself  establishes.  But 
it  is  the  interest  of  Parliament,  as  trustee  for  the  nation,  that  national 
education  should  be  promoted,  whether  it  tend  in  its  results  to  the 
strengthening  of  one  denominational  cause  or  another.  If  Parliament 
finds  in  fiict  that  the  youth  of  Ireland,  if  it  is  to  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  higher  education  at  all,  will  pass  through  denominational  colleges, 
that  is  no  reason  why  it  should  refuse  to  supervise  and  devate  the 
character  of  the  education  by  bestowing  a  premium  upon  its  success. 
It  may  be  admitted  to  be  a  roundabout  way  of  effecting  what  might 
be  effected  directly,  would  Catholic  Ireland  agree  to  be  educated  in 
undenominational  universities.  Chairs  might  then  be  endowed  openly 
as  imder  a  system  of  payment  by  results  they  would  be  endowed  in- 
cidentally. But  in  the  proposed  arrangement  there  is  nothing  under- 
hand. The  State  could  not  pay  professors  who  are  appointed  because 
they  are  CathoUcs,  and  selected  for  their  ability  to  promote  Catholicism. 
They  may  doubtless  be  selected  for  their  capability  to  promote  secular 
learning  as  well.  But  the  State  could  have  no  guarantee  that  their 
competence  for  the  one  purpose  had  not  been  allowed  to  cover  their 
incompetence  for  the  other.  In  granting  rewards  to  institutions 
which  can  prove  that  they  have  not  sacrificed  a  liberal  education  to 
theological  considerations,  the  State  shows  no  denominational  lean- 
ings, but  only  a  preference  for  educational  enei^.  There  may  be 
contact  only  at  one  point  between  its  objects  and  those  of  the 
colleges  its  payments  would  help  to  maintain ;  but  that  is  the  one 
cardioal  point  which  enlists  the  sympathies  of  the  State  on  behalf  of 
any  educational  institution  whatever. 

When  we  turn  to  the  Grovemment  University  Bill  in  the  ampli- 
fied form  it  has  taken  since  it  left  the  Chancellor's  North-Irish  hands, 
we  find  that  a  Conservative  Grovemment  no  longer  shudders  at  the 
contingency  that  a  State  grant  may  enure  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  a 
denominational  College.  It  is  not  unwilling  that  scholarships  should 
reward  industry  and  capacity  trained  at  such  places,  and  enable  the 
prizemen  to  remain  under  the  same  course  of  instruction.  A  scholar- 
ship conferred  upon  the  student  of  a  Catholic  College  in  Ireland  would 
have  the  same  effect  as  a  like  valuable  distinction  at  Oxford  or  Cam- 
bridge. Its  object  must  be  to  &cilitate  the  continued  enjoyment  by 
the  winner  of  the  educational  advantages  of  the  Collie.  Tlie  money 
will  pass  through  his  hands  into  the  College  chest,  and  help  to  main- 
tain its  existence.  That  end,  however,  wUl  have  been  reached  in  a 
manner  less  advantageous  to  the  College,  as  a  centre  of  academical 
life  than  had  the  State  paid  the  College  instead  of  its  member. 
The  production  of  prizemen  wiU  be  encouraged,  instead  of  an  even 
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attention  to  the  general  instruction  of  students,  whose  intellectual 
deyelopment  is  of  at  least  equal  importance  to  the  national  welfare. 
Scholars  and  prizemen  educate  themselves  for  the  most  part.  The 
inferior  orders  of  mental  calibre  profit  by  academical  training,  but 
they  do  not  insist  upon  it.  The  class  of  intelligence  which  the  Scotch 
Universities  prepare  for  the  ordinary  work  of  professional  life  has 
never  yet  been  adequately  cultivated  in  Ireland.    Ministers  in  both 
Houses  have  answered  with  bated  breath  to  the  suggestion  that  the  suc- 
cess of  College  students  in  a  State-superintended  examination  should 
redound  directly  to  the  pecuniary  benefit  of  the  College.  They  have 
spoken  as  if  the  Great  Charter,  the  Act  of  Union,  or  the  Coronation  Oath 
forbade  payments  for  results  to  a  denominational  College  in  Ireland, 
and  allowed  payments  to  denominational  schools.  The  only  principle 
we  know  anything  of  by  which  the  State  has  chosen  in  these  un- 
denominational days  to  limit  its  own  discretion  in  aiding  education, 
is  that  it  requires  the  education  which  demands  a  State  subsidy  to 
satisfy  the  State  by  its  works  of  its  ability  to  make  good  use  of  the 
grant.   The  State's  neutrality  in  matters  of  theology  would  not  be 
more  infringed  by  paying  over  the  reward  of  distinguished  merit  in 
an  examination  to  the  college  which  has  trained  it,  than  by  awarding 
it  to  the  student  who  has  displayed  the  merit.    The  public  gains  as 
manifestly  by  a  high  standard  of  education  in  a  denominational  as  in  an 
midenominational  College.    Provided  the  State  have  taken  care  to 
fix  the  examination  test  sufficiently  high,  it  is  at  least  as  likely  to 
obtain  value  for  its  money  when  paid  for  resiilts  to  the  teachers,  as  if 
paid  for  results  to  the  pupils.  In  either  case  what  the  State  desires  is 
to  set  a  premium  upon  good  instruction.    Probably  it  would  obtain 
its  object  more  completely  by  adopting  the  former  alternative  in  pre- 
ference to  the  latter.  To  some  minds  it  might  seem  a  supplementary 
argoment  for  the  course,  that  it  would  be  infinitely  more  acceptable 
to  the  Irish  people.    An  inference  from  the  temper  of  much  of  the 
discussion  of  the  question  would  be  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
pmsely  this  aspect  of  the  proposition  which  had  frightened  a 
multitude  of  legislators  out  of  seriously  considering  it. 

The  Government  has  made  a  concession  to  the  Irish  party  in  Par- 
liament which  does  not  remove  a  grievance,  but  satisfies  the  members  of 
tihat  party  of  their  power  to  conquer  its  future  removal.  Irishmen  are 
encouraged  by  the  whole  history  of  the  measure  to  treat  the  scheme 
which  Parliament  has  sanctioned  as  a  mere  common  form  into  which 
they  claim  the  right  to  introduce  the  really  operative  clauses. 
Oovemment  measures  have  lately  resembled  an  octopus  in  adaptability 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  moment.  They  are  always  ready  to 
torn  inside  out,  and  develope  a  stomach  out  of  what  an  instant 
hefore  was  a  mouth.  Lord  Beaconsfield's  and  Mr.  Cross's  under- 
standing of  the  Cabinet's  objects  in  the  Eastern  Question  or  an  Afghan 
war  could  not  differ  more  than  the  attitude  of  the  Irish  University 
Bill  as  it  left  Lord  Caims's  and  Sir  Stafford  Northcote's  hands.  The 
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Ministry  obviously  can  have  cared  nothing  about  Irish  University 
education.  It  wished  the  question  could  have  been  buried  fathoms 
deep  so  long  as  itself  remained  in  office.  As  the  &vourable  reception 
of  The  O'Gonor  Don's  Bill  rendered  that  impracticable,  it  desired  to 
gratify  the  Home  Bule  party  as  much  as  it  must,  and  to  offend 
Conservative  Protestants  as  little  as  it  could  help.  The  prejudices 
of  men  like  Sir  Walter  Barttelot  were  not  to  be  outraged;  but 
Scotland  had  earned  no  title  to  consideration  at  the  hands  of  Lord 
Beaconsfield's  Cabinet.  If  it  would  please  Mr.  Pamell  and  Mr.  Biggar 
that  the  votes  for  the  Scotch  Universities  should  be  postponed  until 
after  way  was  made  with  the  Irish  University  Bill,  Mr.  Pamell  and  Mr. 
Biggar  should  enjoy  their  cheap  pleasure.  When  it  appeared  that 
Irish  members  who  were  no  Home  Bulers,  men  of  the  weight  of  Mr. 
ICavanagh,  would  not  feel  compensated  by  the  administration  of  a  snub 
to  Scotland  for  being  put  off"  in  Ireland  with  a  shadow  of  a  University, 
the  Government  affected  to  be  naively  surprised  that  Lord  Caims's 
Bill  should  ever  have  been  deemed  more  than  a  pen-and-ink  sketch. 
The  real  Bill  was  to  be  what  the  House  of  Conunons  should  choose 
to  make  it,  if  only  the  House,  especially  the  Protestants  and  the 
Home  Bulers,  would  be  so  kind  as  to  agree  among  themselves  what 
the  Ministerial  measure  ought  to  be. 

The  Liberal  party  in  Parliament  has  in  this  matter  of  the  Irish 
University  Bill  failed,  as  usual,  from  its  incapacity  to  conduct 
itself  as  a  party.  Mr.  Forster  and  Lord  Hartington  understand 
the  folly  of  legislating  over  the  heads  of  the  subjects  of  the  legislation. 
If  Irish  graduates  are  to  graduate  at  denominational  colleges  the 
Liberal  chiefs  desire  that  these  colleges  should  be  encouraged  to 
become  as  effective  places  of  enlightened  education  as  is  consistent 
with  their  origin.  A  principle  which  lies  at  the  very  root  of  the 
English  system  of  primary  education,  and  which  has  been  allowed  to 
shape  the  relations  between  the  State  and  the  earlier  stage  of  secon- 
dary education  in  Ireland  itself,  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  subversive 
of  political  morality.  Mr.  Forster  and  Lord  Hartington  would  wil- 
lingly see  State  aid  to  Irish  University  education  take  the  character  of 
payment  to  the  collies  of  the  University  by  results.  But  an  energetic 
and  a  fluent  section  of  the  Liberal  party  does  not  comprehend  why 
it  should  follow  its  titular  leaders  to  this  conclusion.  The  debates 
on  the  Irish  University  Bill  have,  like  many  other  debates  on  the 
audacity  or  moral  weakness  of  the  Conservative  Government,  exposed 
the  utter  incapacity  of  the  Opposition  to  realise  the  necessity  of 
discipline.  A  party  in  Opposition  needs  to  be  drilled  and  after  its 
manner  to  concert  its  operations  as  carefully  as  a  party  in  power. 
Liberals  out  of  office  seem  to  be  scarcely  a  party  at  alL  It  is  not 
necessary  that  the  recognised  chiefs  shoidd  dictate  a  policy.  The 
policy  pursued  should  be  a  matter  of  arrangement,  and  often  of  com- 
promise. But  as  presented  to  Parliament  it  should  be  one  policy,  and 
not  half  a  dozen.    Were  there  no  House  of  Lords  the  country  would 
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find  it  at  the  present  time  practically  impossible  to  learn  what  the 
Liberal  policy  is.  The  Lil]^ral  party  rallies  to  its  standard  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  In  the  House  of  Commons  it  is  powerless,  not  from 
tie  absence  of  energy,  but  from  excess.  The  factions  into  which  it  is 
broken  could  never  carry  their  several  policies  by  their  own  weight. 
The  utmost  they  can  hope  is  to  colour  and  bias  the  general  policy  of 
the  party  to  which  they  profess  to  belong.  From  lack  of  drill  and 
docility,  they  are  throwing  the  balance  of  Parliament  into  the  hands 
of  the  Home  Kulers. 

The  especial  feature  of  the  Session  which  ended  last  month  has 
been  the  rise  of  the  influence  of  the  Home  Bulers.  Mr.  Pamell  has 
rnursed  them  into  a  power  greater  than  Mr.  Butt  ever  wielded.  The 
Anny  Discipline  Act  is  a  monument  of  their  obstructive  force,  and  of 
their  capacity  for  making  a  second-class  measure  appear  a  tirst-dass 
one.  The  Irish  University  Act,  such  as  it  is,  remains  a  tribute  from 
the  Conservative  Government  to  the  terror  they  inspire.  Like  the  ill- 
tempered  child  in  a  good-tempered  family,  they  have  intimidated  the 
House  of  Commons  into  propitiating  them.  They  threaten  to  con- 
tinne  throughout  the  constituencies  of  England  and  Scotland  the 
policy  of  universal  opposition  which  has  proved  not  unsuccessful  in 
Parliament.  At  the  next  general  election  adhesion  to  the  Home 
Bnle  dogma  is  to  be  made  a  condition  of  receiving  the  Irish  vote  in 
every  considerable  town.  Wherever  parties  are  evenly  balanced,  a 
third  term  which  has  no  affinity  with  the  other  two  is  to  be  intro- 
duced as  a  common  measure. 

That  is  the  agreeable  prospect  opened  up  in  English  politics 
through  Conservative  indifference  to  domestic  legislation  and 
liberal  anarchy.  That  Irish  interests  will  gain  nothing  by  the 
paralysing  of  the  vital  forces  of  Parliament  is  nothing  to  Irish 
politicians,  and  little  to  the  Irish  people.  That  has  its  reward 
if  its  representatives  make  noise  enough  and  keep  English  tempers 
in  a  chronic  state  of  fever.  It  remains  for  England  and  Scot- 
land and  their  Parliamentary  representatives  to  consider  how  far 
they  are  liable  for  such  a  prospect,  and  what  they  can  do  to  avert 
it  We  ourselves  believe  the  wiU  of  the  mass  of  English  and  Scotch 
liberalfl,  as  of  the  mass  of  Conservatives,  to  be  that  the  members  they 
return  i^ould  subject  themselves  to  party  discipline.  The  Liberal 
oi^nisation  is  naturally  less  rigid  than  the  Conservative  organisation. 
It  is  a  simpler  thing  to  stand  fast  on  the  old  paths  than  to  pioneer  new. 
On  each  side,  and  especiaUy  on  the  Liberal  side,  there  are  always  ques- 
tions not  of  a  cardinal  order  on  which  a  discretion  is  left  to  party 
politicians.  But  when  Conservatives  as  a  body  are  ranged  on  one  side, 
in  support  of  a  Conservative  policy,  it  is  the  duty  of  Liberals,  if  they 
are  to  continue  to  constitute  a  party,  to  range  themselves  as  a  body  on 
the  other  side.  That  is  a  duty  Liberals  appear  to  imderstand  but  feebly. 
Perhaps  this  fault  may  not  rest  altogether  with  the  Liberal  rank  and 
file.  The  leaders  may  be  too  uncertain  of  their  own  position  to  feel 
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able  or  justified  to  impose  their  view  oh  their  followers.  They  may 
lack  the  moral  courage  to  risk  open  mutiny.  They  may  even  some- 
times be  so  resolved  not  to  surrender  a  jot  or  tittle  of  their  own  indi- 
vidual views  as  not  to  care  to  submit  them  to  discussion  before  a  Liberal 
meeting.  Whatever  the  motive,  the  chiefs  of  Opposition  ought  to  know 
that  they  are  accused  of  abstaining  from  calling  their  followers  into  con- 
ference, and  deciding  in  council  of  war  on  their  plan  of  action.  The 
^t  consequence  is,  that  latterly  the  great  Liberal  party  has  seldom 
manifested  itself  as  a  party  at  all  in  resisting  the  Ministerial  dictates 
obediently  registered  by  the  Conservative  majority.  A  second  conse- 
quence is,  that  in  the  general  confusion  (treated  by  half  a  dozen  Liberal 
sections  and  fractions  the  addition  of  one  more  in  the  shape  of  the  Irish 
Obstructives  excites  little  surprise  and  less  opposition.  The  Liberal 
party  is  hindered  from  adding  its  aggregate  force  to  the  weight  of 
Parliamentary  opinion  against  Obstruction.  Its  power  of  resistance 
to  Conservative  recklessness  is  neutralised  at  every  turn  by  the  con- 
sciousness that  its  leaders  do  not  speak  in  the  name  of  collective 
Jiiberalism.  The  credit  of  Parliament  suffers  equally  with  the  numy 
interests  which  need  legislation  and  are  debarred  from  it  by  the  waste 
of  parliamentary  energy.  It  is  high  time  that  the  Liberal  party  outside  '  I 
Parliament  should  interpose  and  pledge  its  representatives  within  to 
a  regular  party  discipline.  This  discipline  it  has  during  the  last  two 
Sessions  been  the  rule  to  violate,  and  the  exception  to  observe. 

August  25. 


NOTICE  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 


Gommunications  to  the  Editor  should  he  addressed  to  him  at  ^^Paternoster 
Bow,  E.G. 

Unirmied  M88.  can  only  he  considered  and  returned  at  the  convenience 
of  the  Editor. 
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Mary  Anerley  :  a  Yorkshire  Tale. 
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SEBIOUS  CHARGBS. 

*  CITEPHEN,  if  it  was  anybody  else — ^you  would  listen  to  me  in  a 
O  moment,'  said  Mrs.  Anerley  to  her  lord,  a  few  days  after  that 
little  interview  in  the  Bempton  lane ;  '  for  instance,  if  it  was  poor 
Willie,  how  long  would  you  be  in  believing  it  ?  But  because  it  is 
Mary,  you  say  "Pooh,  pooh  1"  And  I  may  as  well  talk  to  the  old 
cracked  chum.' 

^  First  time  of  all  my  bom  days,'  the  farther  answered,  with  a 
jdeasant  smile,  '  that  ever  I  was  resembled  to  a  chum.  But  a  man's 
wife  ought  to  know  best  about  'un«' 

*  Stephen,  it  is  not  the  chum— I  mean  you ;  and  you  never  should 
attempt  to  ride  off  in  that  sort  of  way.  I  tell  you  Mary  hath  a 
mischief  on  her  mind ;  and  you  never  ought  to  bring  up  old  chums 
to  me.  As  long  as  I  can  carry  almost  anything  in  mind,  I  have 
been  considered  to  be  full  of  common  sense.  And  what  shoiild  I  use 
it  upon.  Captain  Anerley,  without  it  was  my  own  daughter  ? ' 

The  &rmer  was  always  conquered  when  she  called^  him  ^  Captain 
Anerley.'  He  took  it  to  point  at  him  as  a  pretender,  a  coxcomb  fond 
of  titles,  a  would-be  officer,  who  took  good  care  to  hold  aloof  from 
fighting.  And  he  knew  in  his  heart  that  he  loved  to  be  called 
'Captain  Anerley,'  by  everyone  who  meant  it. 

'  My  dear,'  be  said,  in  a  tone  of  submission,  and  with  a  look  that 
grieved  her ;  '  the  knowledge  of  such  things  is  with.  you.  I  caniiot 
enter  into  young  maids^  minds,  any  more  than  conmiand  a  pompiEmy.' 

^  Stephen,  you  could  do  both,  if  you  chose,  better  than  ten  of 
eleven  who  do  it.  For,  Stephen,  you  have  a  very  tender  mind,  and 
are  not  at  all  like  a  chum,  my  dear.  That  was  my  manner  of  speech, 
you  ought  to  know ;  because  from  my  youngest  days  I  had  a  crowd  of 
imagination.    You  remember  that,  Stephen,  don't  you  ? ' 

*I  remember,  Sophy,  that  in  tixe  old  time  you  never  resembled 
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me  to  a  churn,  let  alone  a  cracked  one.  You  used  to  christen  me  a 
pillar,  and  a  tree,  and  a  rock,  and  a  polished  comer — ^but  there,  what's 
the  odds,  when  a  man  has  done  his  duty  ?  The  names  of  him  makes 
no  difference.' 

*  Twixt  you  and  me,  my  dear,'  she  said,  *  nothing  can  make  any 
difference.  We  know  one  another  too  well  for  that.  You  are  aU 
that  I  ever  used  to  call  you,  before  I  knew  better  about  you;  and 
when  I  used  to  dwell  upon  your  hair  and  your  smile.  You  know 
what  I  used  to  say  of  them  now,  Stephen  ? ' 

'Most  complimentary,  highly  complimentary!  Another  young 
woman  brought  me  word  of  it,  and  it  made  me  stick  firm,  when  my 
mind  was  doubtful.' 

'  And  glad  you  ought  to  be  that  you  did  stick  firm.  And  you 
have  the  Lord  to  thank  for  it,  as  well  as  your  own  sense.  But  no 
time  to  talk  of  our  old  times  now.  They  are  coming  up  again,  with 
those  younkers,  I'm  afraid.  Willie  is  like  a  Cihurch;  and  Jack- 
no  chance  of  him  getting  the  chance  of  it — ^but  Mary,  your  darling 
of  the  lot,  our  Mary — her  mind  is  unsettled,  and  a  worry  coming 
over  her ;  the  same  as  with  me,  when  I  saw  you  first.' 

'  It  is  the  Lord  that  directs  those  things,'  the  fsumer  answered 
stedfeistly ;  '  and  Mary  hath  the  sense  of  her  mother,  I  believe.  That 
it  is  maketh  me  so  fond  on  her.  If  the  young  maid  hath  taken 
a  &ncy,  it  will  pass,  without  a  bit  of  substance  to  settle  on.  Why, 
how  many  fancies  had  you,  Sophy,  before  you  had  the  good  luck  to 
clap  eyes  on  me  ? ' 

*Tliat  is  neither  here  nor  there,'  his  wife  replied  audaciously; 
<  how  many  times  have  you  asked  such  questions,  which  are  no  con- 
cern of  yours  ?  You  could  not  expect  me,  before  ever  I  saw  you,  not 
to  have  any  eyes  or  ears.  I  had  plenty  to  say  for  myself;  and  I  was 
not  plain ;  and  I  acted  accordingly.' 

Master  Anerley  thought  about  this,  because  he  had  heard  it,  and 
thought  of  it,  many  times  before.  He  hated  to  think  about  anything 
new,  having  never  known  any  good  come  of  it;  and  his  thoughts 
would  rather  flow  than  fly,  even  in  the  fugitive  brevity  of  youth. 
And  now,  in  his  settled  way,  his  practice  was  to  tread  thought 
deeper  into  thought,  as  a  man  in  deep  snow  keeps  the  track  of  his 
own  boots,  or  as  a  child  writes  ink  on  pencil  in  his  earliest  copy- 
books. *You  acted  according,'  he  said,  *and  Mary  might  act 
according  to  you,  mother.' 

'How  can  you  talk  so,  Stephen?  That  would  be  a  different 
thing  altogether.  Young  girls  are  not  a  bit  like  what  they  used  to 
be  in  my  time.  No  steadiness,  no  diligence,  no  '  aty  to  ther 
parents.  Gadding  about  is  all  they  thkik  of,  and  light-headed 
chatter,  and  saucy  ribbons.' 

*  May  be  so  with  some  of  them.  But  I  never  see  none  of  that 
in  Mary.' 

'  Mary  is  a  good  girl,  and  well  brought  up,'  her  mother  could 
not  help  admitting ;  '  and  fond  of  her  home  and  industrious.  But 
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for  all  that  she  must  be  looked  after  sharply.  And  who  can  look 
after  a  child  like  her  mother?  I  can  tell  you  one  things  Master 
Stephen,  your  daughter  Mary  has  more  will  of  her  own  than  the 
reel  of  your  family  all  put  together,  including  even  your  own  good 
wife.' 

'Prodigious I'  cried  the  farmer,  while  he  rubbed  his  hands  and 
laughed ;  ^  prodigious,  and  a  man  might  say  impossible.  A  young 
lass  like  Mary,  such  a  coaxing  little  poppet,  as  tender  as  a  lambkin, 
and  as  soft  as  wool  I ' 

*  Flannel  won't  only  run  one  way ;  no  more  won't  Mary,'  said  her 
mother.  '  I  know  her  better  a  long  sight  than  you  do ;  and  I  say  if 
ever  Mary  sets  her  heart  on  anyone,  have  him  she  will,  be  he  cow- 
boy, thief,  or  chimney-sweep.  So  now  you  know  what  to  expect. 
Master  Anerley.' 

Stephen  Anerley  never  made  light  of  his  wife's  opinions  in  those 
few  cases  wherein  they  differed  from  his  own.  She  agreed  with  him 
80  generally,  that  in  common  fairness  he  thought  very  highly  of  her 
wisdom,  and  the  present  subject  was  one  upon  which  £^e  had  an 
especial  right  to  be  heard. 

^  Sophy,'  he  said,  as  he  set  up  his  coat  to  be  off  to  a  cutting  of 
clover  on  the  hill— for  no  reaping  would  begin  yet  for  another  month 
— '  the  things  you  have  said  shall  abide  in  my  mind.  Only  you  be 
a-watching  of  the  little  wench.  Harry  Tanfield  is  the  man  I  would 
choose  for  her  of  all  others.  But  I  never  would  force  any  husband 
on  a  lass ;  though  stem  would  I  be  to  force  a  bad  one  off,  or  one  in 
an  unfit  walk  of  life.  No  inkle  in  your  mind  who  it  is,  or  wouldst 
have  told  me  ? ' 

'Well,  I  may,  or  I  may  not.  I  never  like  to  speak  promiscuous. 
Ton  have  the  first  right  to  know  what  I  think.  But  I  b^  you  to 
let  me  be  awhile.  Not  even  to  you,  Steve,  would  I  say  it,  without 
more  to  go  upon  than  there  is  yet.  I  might  do  the  lass  a  great 
wrong  in  my  surmising ;  and  then  you  would  visit  my  mistake  on 
me,  for  she  is  the  apple  of  your  eye,  no  doubt.' 

'  There  is  never  such  another  maid  in  all  York  county,  nor  in 
England,  to  my  thinking.' 

^  She  is  my  daughter  as  well  as  yours,  and  I  would  be  the  last  to 
make  cheap  of  her.  I  will  not  say  another  word  until  I  know.  But 
if  I  am  right — which  the  Lord  forbid — we  shall  both  be  ashamed  of 
her,  Stephen.' 

'The  Lord  forbid!  The  Lord  forbid  1  Amen.  I  will  not  hear 
another  word.'  The  farmer  snatched  up  his  hat,  and  made  off  with 
a  haste  unus-^^l  for  him,  while  his  wife  sate  down,  and  crossed  her 
arms,  and  b^;an  to  think  rather  bitterly.  For,  without  any  dream  of 
such  a  possibility,  she  was  jealous  sometimes  of  her  own  cUld.  Pre- 
sently the  &rmer  rushed  back  again,  triumphant  with  a  new  idea. 
His  eyes  were  sparkling,  and  his  step  full  of  spring,  and  a  brisk 
smile  shone  upon  his  strong  and  ruddy  face. 

*  What  a  pair  of  stupes  we  must  be  to  go  on  so !'  he  cried,  with  a 
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couple  of  bright  guineas  in  his  hand ;  '  Mary  hath  not  had  a  new 
frock  even,  going  on  now  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Sophy,  it  is  enough 
to  turn  a  maid  into  thinking  of  any  sort  of  mischief.  Take  you 
these  and  make  everything  right.  I  was  saving  them  up  for  her 
birthday,  but  maybe  another  will  turn  up  by  that.  My  dear,  yon 
take  them,  and  never  be  afeared.' 

*  Stephen,  you  may  leave  them,  if  you  like.  I  shall  not  be  in  any 
haste  to  let  them  go.  Either  give  them  to  the  lass  yourself,  or  leave 
it  to  me  purely.    She  shall  not  have  a  sixpence,  imless  it  is  deserved.' 

'  Of  course,  I  leave  it  in  your  hands,  wife.  I  never  come  between 
you  and  your  children.  But  young  folk  go  piping  always  after  money 
now  ;  and  even  our  Mary  might  be  turning  sad  without  it.' 

He  hastened  oflF  again,  without  hearing  any  more ;  for  he  knew 
that  some  hours  of  strong  labour  were  before  him  ;  and  to  meet  them 
with  a  heavy  heart  would  be  almost  a  new  thing  for  him.  Some  time 
ago  he  had  begun  to  hold  the  plough  of  heaviness,  through  the  diffi- 
cult looseness  of  Willie's  staple,  and  the  sudden  maritime  slope  of 
Jack  ;  yet  he  held  on  steadily  through  all  this,  with  the  strength  of 
homely  courage.  But  if  in  the  pride  of  his  heart,  his  Mary,  he  should 
find  no  better  than  a  crooked  furrow,  then  truly  the  labour  of  his 
latter  days  would  be  the  dull  round  of  a  mill-horse. 

Now  Mary,  in  total  ignorance  of  that  council  held  concerning  her, 
and  even  of  her  mother's  bad  suspicions,  chanced  to  come  in  at  the 
front  porch  door,  soon  after  her  father  set  ofi^  to  his  meadows  by  way 
of  the  back  yard.  Having  been  hard  at  work  among  her  flowers,  she 
was  come  to  get  a  cupful  of  milk  for  herself,  and  the  cheery  content 
and  general  good  wiU  encouraged  by  the  gardener's  gentle  craft  were 
smiling  onher  rosy  lips  and  sparkling  in  her  eyes.  Her  dress  was  as  plain 
as  plain  could  be,  a  lavender  twill  cut  and  fitted  by  herself,  and  there 
was  not  an  ornament  about  her  that  came  from  any  other  hand  than 
nature's.  But  simple  grace  of  movement,  and  light  elegance  of 
figure,  ffidr  curves  of  gentle  face,  and  loving  kindness  of  expression, 
gladdened  with  the  hope  of  youth — what  did  these  want  with  smart 
dresses,  golden  brooches,  and  two  guineas?  Her  mother  almost 
thought  of  this,  when  she  called  Mary  into  the  little  parlour.  And 
the  two  guineas  lay  upon  the  table. 

*  Mary,  can  you  spare  a  little  time  to  talk  with  me  ?  You  seem 
wonderfully  busy,  as  usual.' 

*  Mother,  will  you  never  make  allowance  for  my  flowers?  They 
depend  upon  the  weather,  and  they  must  have  things  accordingly.' 

<  Very  well,  let  them  think  about  what  they  want  next,  while  you 
sit  down  awhile,  and  talk  with  me.' 

The  girl  was  vexed ;  for  to  listen  to  a  lecture,  already  manifest  in 
her  mother's  eyes,  was  a  far  less  agreeable  job  than  gardening.  And 
the  lecture  would  have  done  as  well  by  candlelight,  which  seldom  can 
be  said  of  any  gardening.  However,  she  took  off  her  hat,  and  sat 
down,  without  the  least  sign  of  impatience,  and  without  any  token  of 
guilt,  as  her  mother  saw,  and  yet  stupidly  proceeded  just  the  same. 
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'Mary,'  she  began,  with  a  gaze  of  stem  discretion,  which  the 
girl  met  steadfastly  and  pleasantly,  *  you  know  that  I  am  yonr  own 
mother,  and  bound  to  look  after  you  well,  while  you  are  so  very  young. 
For  though  you  are  sensible  some  ways,  Mary,  in  years  and  in  ex- 
perience what  are  you  but  a  child  ?  Of  the  traps  of  the  world,  and 
tne  wickedness  of  people,  you  can  have  no  knowledge.  You  always 
think  the  best  of  everybody ;  which  is  a  very  proper  thing  to  do,  and 
what  I  have  always  brought  you  up  to,  and  never  would  dream  of 
discouraging.  And  with  such  examples  as  your  father  and  your 
mother,  you  must  be  perverse  to  do  otherwise.  Still  it  is  my  duty  to 
warn  you,  Mary,  and  you  are  getting  old  enough  to  want  it,  that  the 
world  is  not  made  up  of  fathers  and  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  good  imcles.  There  are  always  bad  folk  who  go  prowling  about 
like  wolves  in — wolves  in — what  is  it  ' 

*  Sheep's  clothing,'  the  maiden  su^ested  with  a  smile,  and  then 
dropped  her  eyes  maliciously. 

'  How  dare  you  be  pert,  miss,  correcting  your  own  mother  ?  Do 
I  ever  catch  you  reading  of  your  Bible  ?  But  you  seem  to  know  so 
much  about  it,  perhaps  you  have  met  some  of  them  ? 

*  How  can  I  tell,  mother,  when  you  won't  tell  me  ? ' 

*I  tell  you  indeed!  It  is  your  place  to  tell  me,  I  think.  And 
what  is  more,  I  insist  at  once  upon  knowing  all  about  it.  What 
makes  you  go  on  in  the  way  that  you  are  doing  ?  Do  you  take  me  for 
a  drumledore,  you  foolish  child  ?  On  Tuesday  afternoon  I  saw  you 
sewing  with  a  double  thread.  Your  father  had  potato-eyes  upon  his 
plate  on  Sunday ;  and  which  way  did  I  see  you  trying  to  hang  up  a 
dish-cover?  But  that  is  nothing;  fifty  things  you  go  wandering 
about  in  ;  and  always  out,  on  some  pretence,  as  if  the  roof  you  were 
bom  under  was  not  big  enough  for  you.  And  then  your  eyes — I  have 
seen  your  eyes  flash  up,  as  if  you  were  fighting ;  and  the  bosom  of  your 
Sunday  frock  was  loose  in  church  two  buttons ;  it  was  not  hot  at  all  to 
speak  of,  and  there  was  a  wasp  next  pew.  All  these  things  make  me 
unhappy,  Mary.    My  darling,  tell  me  what  it  is.' 

Mary  listened  with  great  amazement  to  this  catalogue  of  crimes. 
At  the  time  of  their  commission,  she  had  never  even  thought  of  them ; 
although  she  was  vexed  with  herself,  when  she  saw  one  eye — for  in 
verity  that  was  all — of  a  potato  upon  her  father's  plate.  Now  she 
blushed,  when  she  heard  of  the  buttons  of  her  frock — which  was  only 
done  because  of  tightness,  and  showed  how  long  she  must  have  wom 
it — but  as  to  the  double-thread,  she  was  sure  that  nothing  of  that  sort 
could  have  happened. 

*Why,  mother  dear,'  she  said,  quite  softly,  coming  up  in  her 
coaxing  way,  which  nobody  could  resist,  because  it  was  trae  and  gentle 
lovingness ;  *  you  know  a  hundred  times  more  than  I  do.  I  have 
never  known  of  any  of  the  sad  mistakes  you  speak  of ;  except  about 
the  potato-eye,  and  then  I  had  a  roimd-pointed  knife.  But  I  want  to 
make  no  excuses,  mother ;  and  there  is  nothing  the  matter  with  me. 
Tell  me  what  you  mean  about  the  wolves.' 
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*  My  child,'  said  her  mother,  whose  face  she  was  kissing,  while  they 
both  went  on  with  talking ;  *  it  is  no  good  trying  to  get  over  me.  Either 
you  have  something  on  your  mind,  or  you  have  not — which  is  it  ? ' 

'  Mother,  what  can  I  have  on  my  mind  ?  I  have  never  hurt  any- 
one, and  never  mean  to  do  it.  Everyone  is  kind  to  me,  and  every- 
body likes  me ;  and  of  course  I  like  them  all  again.  And  I  always 
have  plenty  to  do,  in  and  out,  as  you  take  very  good  care,  dear 
mother.  My  father  loves  me ;  and  so  do  you,  a  great  deal  more  than 
I  deserve  perhaps ;  I  am  happy  in  a  Sunday  frock  that  wants  more 
stuff  to  button ;  and  I  have  only  one  trouble  in  all  the  world.  When 
I  think  of  the  other  girls  I  see  ' 

*  Never  mind  them,  my  dear.    What  is  your  one  trouble  ? ' 

'  Mother,  as  if  you  could  help  knowing  1  About  my  dear  brother 
Jack,  of  course.  Jack  was  so  wonderfully  good  to  me !  I  would  walk 
on  my  hands  and  knees  all  the  way  to  York,  to  get  a  single  glimpse 
of  him.' 

*  You  would  never  get  as  far  as  the  rickyard  hedge.  You  children 
talk  such  nonsense.  Jack  ran  away  of  his  own  free  will,  aad  out  of 
doworight  contrariness.  He  has  repented  of  it  only  once,  I  dare  say ; 
and  that  has  been  ever  since  he  did  it,  and  every  time  he  thought  of 
it.  I  wish  he  was  home  again  with  all  my  heart,  for  I  cannot  bear  to 
lose  my  children.  And  Jack  was  as  good  a  boy  as  need  be,  when  he 
got  everything  his  own  way.  Mary,  is  that  your  only  trouble? 
Stand  where  I  can  see  you  plainly,  and  tell  me  every  word  the  truth. 
Put  your  hair  back  from  your  eyes  now,  like  the  catechism.' 

*  If  I  were  saying  fifty  catechisms,  what  more  could  I  do  than 
speak  the  truth  ? '  Mary  asked  this  with  some  little  vexation ;  while 
she  stood  up  proudly  before  her  mother,  and  clasped  her  hands  behind 
her  back.  'I  have  told  you  everything  I  know,  except  one  little 
thing,  which  I  am  not  sure  about.' 

*  What  little  thing,  if  you  please  ?  and  how  can  you  help  being 
sure  about  it,  positive  as  you  are  about  everything? ' 

^  Mother,  I  mean  that  I  have  not  been  sure  whether  I  ought  to 
tell  you ;  and  I  meant  to  tell  my  father  first,  when  there  could  be  no 
mischief' 

'Mary,  I  can  scarcely  believe  my  ears.  To  tell  your  £Etther, 
before  your  mother ;  and  not  even  him,  until  nothing  could  be  done 
to  stop  it,  which  you  call  mischief  "I  I  insist  upon  knowing  at 
once  what  it  is.  I  have  felt  that  you  were  hiding  something.  How 
very  unlike  you,  how  unlike  a  child  of  mine ! ' 

*  You  need  not  disturb  yourself,  mother  dear.  It  is  nothing  of 
any  importance  to  me,  though  to  other  people  it  might  be.  And 
that  is  the  reason  why  I  kept  it  to  myself.' 

*  Oh,  we  shall  come  to  something  by-and-by  1  One  would  really 
think  you  were  older  than  your  mother.  Now,  miss,  if  you  please, 
let  us  judge  of  your  discretion.  What  is  it  that  you  have  been 
hiding  so  long  ? ' 

Mary's  &ce  grew  crimson  now,  but  with  anger  rather  than  with 
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shame;  she  had  never  thought  twice  about  Sohin  Lyth,  with  any- 
thing warmer  than  pity;  but  this  was  the  very  way  to  drive  her 
into  dwelling  in  a  niischievous  manner  upon  him. 

'  What  I  have  been  hiding,'  she  said  most  distinctly,  and  stead- 
fiastly  looking  at  her  mother,  ^  is  only  that  I  have  had  two  talks  with 
the  great  free-trader,  Bobert  Lyth.' 

*  That  arrant  smuggler  1  That  leader  of  all  outlaws  1  You  have 
been  meeting  him  on  the  sly  1' 

*  Certainly  not.  But  I  met  him  once  by  chance ;  and  then,  as  a 
matter  of  business,  I  was  forced  to  meet  him  again,  dear  mother.' 

*  These  things  are  too  much  for  me,'  Mrs.  Anerley  said  decisively ; 
^  when  matters  have  come  to  such  a  pass,  I  must  beg  your  dear  father 
to  see  to  them.' 

'  Very  well,  mother ;  I  would  rather  have  it  so.  May  I  go  now 
and  make  an  end  of  my  gardening  ? ' 

^  Certainly ;  as  soon  as  you  have  made  an  end  of  me ;  as  you 
must  quite  have  laid  your  plans  to  do.  I  have  seen  too  much  to  be 
astonished  any  more.  But  to  think  that  a  child  of  mine,  my  one 
and  only  daughter,  who  looks  as  if  butter  wouldn't  melt  in  her 
mouth,  should  be  hand  in  glove  with  the  wickedest  smuggler  of  the 
age,  the  rogue  everybody  shoots  at,  but  cannot  hit  him;  because  he 
was  bom  to  be  hanged — ^the  by-name,  the  by-word,  the  by-blowj 
Bobin  Lyth  1 '    Mrs.  Anerley  covered  her  face  with  both  hands. 

*  How  would  you  like  your  own  second  cousin,'  said  Mary,  pluck- 
ing up  her  spirit,  ^  your  own  second  coUsin,  Mistress  Cockscroft,  to 
hear  you  speak  so  of  the  man  that  supports  them,  at  the  risk  of  hib 
life,  every  hour  of  it  ?  He  may  be  doing  wrong,  it  is  not  for  me  to 
say,  but  he  does  it  very  well,  and  he  does  it  nobly.  And  what  did 
you  show  me  in  your  drawer,  dear  mother  ?  And  what  did  you  wear, 
when  that  very  cruel  man.  Captain  Carroway,  came  here  to  dine  on 
Sunday?' 

*  You  wicked,  undutiful  child  1  Gro  away.  I  vdsh  to  have  no- 
thing  more  to  say  to  you.' 

'  No,  I  will  not  go  away,'  cried  Mary,  with  her  resolute  spirit  in 
her  eyes  and  brow ;  ^  when  false  and  cruel  charges  are  brought  against 
me  I  have  the  right  to  speak,  and  I  will  use  it.  I  am  not  hand  in 
glove  with  Robin  Lyth,  or  any  other  Bobin.  I  think  a  little  more  of 
myself  than  that.  If  I  have  done  any  wrong,  I  will  meet  it,  and  be 
sorry,  and  submit  to  any  punishment.  I  ought  to  have  told  you 
before  perhaps ;  that  is  ^e  worst  you  can  say  of  it.  But  I  never 
attached  much  importance  to  it ;  and  when  a  man  is  hunted  so,  was 
I  to  join  his  enemies  ?  I  have  only  seen  him  twice ;  the  first  time 
by  purest  accident ;  and  the  second  time  to  give  him  back  a  piece  of 
Us  own  property.  And  I  took  my  brother  with  me ;  but  he  ran  away, 
as  usual.' 

*  Of  course,  of  course.  Everyone  to  blame  but  you,  miss.  How- 
ever, we  shall  see  what  your  father  has  to  say.  You  have  very  nearly 
taken  all  my  breath  away ;  but  I  shall  expect  the  whole  sky  to  tiunble 
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in  upon  us,  if  Captain  Anerley  approves  of  Robin  Lyth  as  a  sweetheart 
for  his  daughter.' 

*I  never  thought  of  Captain  Lyth;  and  Captain  Lyth  never  thought 
of  me.  But  I  can  tell  you  one  thing,  mother — if  you  wanted  to  make 
me  think  of  him,  you  could  not  do  it  better  than  by  speaking  so 
unjustly.' 

*  After  that  perhaps  you  will  go  back  to  your  flowers.  I  have 
heard  that  they  grow  very  fine  ones  in  Holland.  Perhaps  you  have 
got  some  smuggled  tulips,  my  dear.' 

Mary  did  not  condescend  to  answer,  but  said  to  herself  as  she 
went  to  work  again — '  Tulips  in  August !  That  is  like  the  rest  of  it. 
However,  I  am  not  going  to  be  put  out,  when  I  feel  that  I  have  not 
done  a  single  bit  of  harm.'  And  she  tried  to  be  happy  with  her 
flowers,  but  could  not  enter  into  them  as  before. 

Mistress  Anerley  was  as  good  as  her  word,  at  the  very  first  oppor- 
tunity. Her  husband  returned  from  the  clover  stack,  tired  and 
hungry,  and  angry  with  a  man,  who  had  taken  too  much  beer,  and  ran 
at  him  with  a  pitchfork  ;  angry  also  with  his  own  son  Willie,  for  not 
being  anywhere  in  the  way  to  help.  He  did  not  complain  ;  and  his 
wife  knew  at  once  that  he  ought  to  have  done  so,  to  obtain  relief. 
She  perceived  that  her  own  discourse  about  their  daughter  was  still 
on  his  mind,  and  would  require  working  off,  before  any  more  was  said 
about  it.  And  she  felt  as  sure  as  if  she  saw  it,  that  in  his  severity 
against  poor  Willie — for  not  doing  things  that  were  beneath  him — 
her  master  would  take  Mary's  folly  as  a  joke,  and  fall  upon  her 
brother,  who  was  so  much  older,  for  not  going  on  to  protect  and 
guide  her.  So  she  kept  till  after  supper  time  her  mouthful  of  bad 
tidings. 

And  when  the  farmer  heard  it  all,  as  he  did  before  going  to  sleep 
that  night,  he  had  smoked  three  pipes  of  tobacco,  and  was  calm ;  he 
bad  sipped  (for  once  in  a  way)  a  little  hollands,  and  was  hopefuL 
And  though  he  said  nothing  about  it,  he  felt,  that  without  any  order 
of  his,  or  so  much  as  the  faintest  desire  to  be  told  of  it,  neither  of 
these  petty  comforts  would  bear  to  be  rudely  examined  of  its  duty* 
He  hoped  for  the  best,  and  he  believed  the  best,  and  if  the  king  was 
cheated,  why  his  loyal  subject  was  the  same,  and  the  women  were 
their  masters. 

'  Have  no  fear,  no  fear,'  he  muttered  back  through  the  closing 
gate  of  sleep  ;  *  Mary  knows  her  business — business — '  and  he  buzzed 
it  off  into  a  snore. 

In  the  morning,  however,  he  took  a  stronger  and  more  serious 
view  of  the  case,  pronoimcing  that  Mary  was  only  a  young  lass,  and 
no  one  could  ever  tell  about  young  lasses.  And  he  quite  fell  into  his 
wife's  suggestion,  that  the  maid  could  be  spared  till  harvest-time,  of 
which  (even  with  the  best  of  weather)  there  was  little  chance  now  for 
another  six  weeks,  the  season  being  late  and  backward.  So  it  was 
resolved  between  them  both,  that  the  girl  should  go  on  the  following 
day  for  a  visit  to  her  Uncle  Popplewell,  some  miles  the  other  side  of 
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Filey.  No  invitation  was  required :  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Popplewell,  a 
snug  and  comfortable  pair,  were  only  too  glad  to  have  their  niece, 
and  had  often  wanted  to  have  her  altogether  ;  but  the  farmer  would 
never  hear  of  that. 

Chapter  XV. 

CAUGHT  AT  LAST. 

Whilb  these  little  things  were  doing  thus,  the  coast  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Tees  to  that  of  Humber,  and  even  the  inland  parts,  were 
in  a  great  stir  of  talk  and  work,  about  events  impending.  It  must 
not  be  thought  that  Flamborough,  although  it  was  Robin's  dwelling- 
place — so  far  M  he  had  any — was  the  principal  scene  of  his  operations, 
or  the  stronghold  of  his  enterprise.  On  the  contrary,  his  liking  was 
for  quiet  coves  near  Scarborough,  or  even  to  the  north  of  Whitby, 
when  the  wind  and  tide  were  suitable.  And  for  this  there  were  many 
reasons  which  are  not  of  any  moment  now. 

One  of  them  showed  fine  feeling  and  much  delicacy  on  his  part. 
He  knew  that  Flamborough  was  a  place  of  extraordinary  honesty, 
where  every  one  of  his  buttons  had  been  safe,  and  would  have  been 
80  for  ever ;  and  strictly  as  he  believed  in  the  virtue  of  his  own 
free  importation,  it  was  impossible  for  him  not  to  learn  that  certain 
people  thought  otherwise,  or  acted  as  if  they  did  so.  From  the 
troubles  which  such  doubts  might  cause  he  strove  to  keep  the  natives 
free. 

Flamburians  scarcely  imderstood  this  largeness  of  good-will  to 
them,  Their  instincts  told  them  that  free-trade  was  every  Briton's 
privilege ;  and  they  had  the  finest  set  of  donkeys  on  the  coast  for 
landing  it.  But  none  the  more  did  any  of  them  care  to  make  a 
movement  towards  it.  They  were  satisfied  with  their  own  old 
way — to  cast  the  net  their  father  cast,  and  bait  the  hook  as  it  was 
baited  on  their  good  grandfather's  thumb. 

Yet  even  Flamborough  knew  that  now  a  mighty  enterprise  was 
in  hand.  It  was  said,  without  any  contradiction,  that  young  Captain 
Robin  had  laid  a  wager  of  one  himdred  guineas  with  the  worshipful 
mayor  of  Scarborough  and  the  commandant  of  the  castle,  that  before 
the  new  moon  he  would  land  on  Yorkshire  coast,  without  firing 
pistol  or  drawing  steel,  free  goods  to  the  value  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  and  carry  them  inland  safely.  And  Flamborough  believed 
that  he  would  do  it. 

Dr.  Upround's  house  stood  well,  as  rectories  generally  contrive  to 
do.  No  place  in  Flamborough  parish  could  hope  to  swindle  the 
wind  of  its  vested  right,  or  to  embezzle  much  treasure  of  the  sun, 
but  the  parsonage  made  a  good  efibrt  to  do  both,  and  sometimes  for 
three  days  together  got  the  credit  of  succeeding.  And  the  dwellers 
therein,  who  felt  the  edge  of  the  difierence  outside  their  own  walls. 
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not  only  said  but  thoroughly  believed  that  they  lived  in  a  little 
Goshen. 

For  the  house  was  well  settled  in  a  wrinkle  of  the  hill  expanding 
southward,  and  encouraging  the  noon.  From  the  windows  a  pleasant 
glimpse  might  be  obtained  of  the  broad  and  tranquil  anchorage, 
peopled  with  white  or  black,  according  as  the  sails  went  up  or  down ; 
for  the  rectory  stood  to  the  southward  of.  the  point,  as  the  rest  of 
Flamborough  surely  must  have  stood,  if  built  by  any  other  race  than 
armadilloes.  But  to  see  all  those  vessels  and  be  sure  what  they  were 
doing,  the  proper  place  was  a  little  snug  *  gazebo,'  chosen  and  made 
by  the  Doctor  himself,  near  the  crest  of  the  gulley  he  inhabited. 

Here  upon  a  genial  summer  day — when  it  came,  as  it  sometimes 
dared  to  do — was  the  finest  little  nook  upon  the  Yorkshire  coast  for 
watching  what  Virgil  calls  '  the  sail-winged  sea.'  Not  that  a  man 
could  see  roimd  the  Head,  unless  his  own  were  gifted  with  very 
crooked  eyes ;  but  without  doing  that  (which  would  only  have  dis- 
turbed the  tranquillity  of  his  prospect)  there  was  plenty  to  engage 
him  in  the  peaceful  spread  of  comparatively  waveless  waters.  Here 
might  he  see  long  vessels  rolling,  not  with  great  misery,  but  just 
enough  to  make  him  feel  happy  in  the  firmness  of  his  bench,  and 
little  jolly-boats  it  was  more  jolly  to  be  out  of,  and  fer-away  heads 
giving  genial  bobs,  and  sea-legs  straddled  in  predicaments  desirable 
rather  for  study  than  for  practice.  All  was  highly  picturesque  and 
nice,  and  charming  for  the  critic  who  had  never  got  to  do  it. 

'  Now,  papa,  you  must  come  this  very  moment,'  cried  Miss  Janetta 
Upround,  the  daughter  of  the  house,  and  indeed  the  only  daughter, 
with  a  gush  of  excitement,  rushing  into  the  study  of  this  deeply-read 
divine ;  ^  there  is  something  doing  that  I  cannot  understand.  You 
must  bring  up  the  spy-glass  at  once  and  explain.  I  am  sure  that 
there  is  something  very  wrong.' 

*  In  the  parish,  my  dear  ? '  the  rector  asked,  with  a  feeble  attempt 
at  malice,  for  he  did  not  want  to  be  disturbed  just  now,  and  for  weeks 
he  had  tried  (with  very  poor  success)  to  make  Janetta  usefid ;  for  she 
had  no  gift  in  that  way. 

^  No,  not  in  the  parish  at  all,  papa,  unless  it  runs  out  under  water, 
as  I  am  certain  it  ought  to  do,  and  make  every  one  of  those  ships  pay 
tithe.  If  the  law  was  worth  anything  they  would  have  to  do  it. 
They  get  all  the  good  out  of  our  situationj  and  they  save  whole 
thousands  of  pounds  at  a  time,  and  they  never  pay  a  penny,  nor  even 
hoist  a  flag,  unless  the  day  is  fine,  and  the  flag  wants  drying.  But 
come  along,  papa,  now.  I  really  cannot  wait ;  and  they  will  have 
done  it  all  without  us.' 

^  Janetta,  take  the  glass  and  get  the  focus.  I  will  come  presently, 
presently.    In  about  two  minutes,  by  the  time  that  you  are  ready.' 

'  Very  well,  papa.  It  is  very  good  of  you.  I  see  quite  clearly 
what  you  want  to  do ;  and  I  hope  you  will  do  it.  But  you  promise 
not  to  play  another  game  now  ?' 

'  My  dear,  I  will  promise  that  with  pleasure.  Only  do  please  be 
oflf  about  your  business.' 
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The  rector  was  a  most  inveterate  and  insatiable  chess-player. 
In  the  household,  rather  than  by  it,  he  was,  as  a  matter  of  lofty 
belief,  supposed  to  be  deeply  engaged  with  theology,  or  magisterial 
questions  of  almost  equal  depth,  or  (to  put  it  at  the  lowest)  parochial 
affairs,  the  while  he  was  solidly  and  seriously  engaged  in  getting 
up  the  soimd  defence  to  some  continental  gambit.  And  this,  not 
only  to  satisfy  himself  upon  some  point  of  theory,  but  from  a  nearer 
and  dearer  point  of  view — ^for  he  never  did  like  to  be  beaten. 

At  present  he  was  labouring  to  discover  the  proper  defence  to 
a  new  and  slashing  form  of  the  Algaier  gambit,  by  means  of  which 
Eobin  Lyth  had  won  every  game  in  which  he  had  the  move,  upon 
their  last  encounter.  The  great  freetrader,  while  a  boy,  had  shown 
an  especial  aptitude  for  chess,  and  even  as  a  child  he  had  seemed  to 
know  the  men,  when  first,  by  some  accident,  he  saw  them.  The 
rector  being  struck  by  this  exception  to  the  ways  of  childhood— 
whose  manner  it  is  to  take  chessmen  for  ^  dollies,'  or  roll  them  about 
like  nine-pins — at  once  included  in  the  education  of  ^Izunsabe,' 
which  he  took  upon  himself,  a  course  of  elemental  doctrine  in  the 
one  true  game.  And  the  boy  fought  his  way  up  at  such  a  pace, 
that  he  jumped  from  odds  of  queen  and  rook,  to  pawn  and  two  moves, 
in  less  than  two  years.  And  now  he  could  almost  give  odds  to  his 
tutor,  though  he  never  presumed  to  offer  them ;  and  trading  as  he 
•did  with  enlightened  merchants  of  large  continental  sea-ports,  who 
had  plenty  of  time  on  their  hands  and  played  well,  he  imported 
new  openings  of  a  dash  and  freedom  which  swallowed  the  groimd 
np  under  the  feet  of  the  steady-going  players,  who  had  never  seen 
a  book  upon  their  favourite  subject.  Of  course  it  was  competent  to 
all  these  to  decline  such  fiery  onslaught ;  but  chivalry  and  the  true 
love  of  analysis  (which  without  may  none  play  chess)  compelled  the 
acceptance  of  the  challenge,  even  with  a  trembling  forecast  of  the 
taste  of  dust. 

*  Never  mind,'  said  Dr.  Upround,  as  he  rose  and  stretched  him- 
self, a  good  straight  man  of  threescore  years,  with  silver  hair  that 
shone  like  silk;  ^it  has  not  come  to  me  yet;  but  it  must,  with  a 
Uttle  more  perseverance.  At  Gsimbridge  I  beat  everybody;  and 
who  is  this  uncircumcised — at  least,  I  beg  his  pardon,  for  I  did 
myself  baptise  him — ^but  who  is  Eobin  Lyth,  to  mate  his  pastor  and 
his  master  ?  All  these  gambits  are  like  a  night  attack.  If  once  met 
properly  and  expelled,  you  are  in  the  very  heart  of  the  enemy's 
camp.  He  has  left  his  own  watch-fires  to  rush  at  yours.  The  next 
game  I  play,  I  shall  be  sure  to  beat  him.' 

Fully  convinced  of  this  great  truth,  he  took  a  strong  oak  staff 
and  hastened  to  obey  his  daughter.  Miss  Janetta  Uproimd  had  not 
only  learned  by  nature,  but  also  had  been  carefully  taught  by  her 
parents,  and  by  everyone,  how  to  get  her  own  way  always,  and  to 
he  thanked  for  taking  it.  But  she  bad  such  a  happy  nature,  full  of 
kindness  and  goodwill,  that  other  peoples'  wishes  always  seemed  to 
flow  into  her  own,  instead  of  being  swept  aside.  Over  her  father 
her  government  was  in  no  sort  constitutional,  nor  even  a  quiet 
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despotism  sweetened  with  liberal  illusions,  but  as  pure  a  piece  of 
autocracy  as  the  Continent  could  itself  contain,  in  the  time  of  this 
first  Napoleon. 

'  Papa,  what  a  time  you  have  been,  to  be  sure ! '  she  exclaimed, 
as  the  Doctor  came  gradually  up,  probing  his  way  in  perfect  leisure, 
and  fragrant  still  of  that  gambit;  'one  would  think  that  your 
parish  was  on  dry  land  altogether,  while  the  better  half  of  it,  as  they 
call  themselves — ^though  the  women  are  in  righteousness  the  better 
half  a  hundred-fold  ' 

*My  dear,  do  try  to  talk  with  some  little  sense  of  arithmetic,  if 
no  other.  A  himdred-fold  the  half  would  be  the  unit  multiplied  by 
fifty.    Not  to  mention  that  there  can  be  no  better  half  ' 

*  Yes,  there  can,  papa,  ever  so  many ;  and  you  may  see  one  in 
mama  every  day.  Now  you  put  one  eye  to  this  glass ;  and  the  half 
is  better  than  the  whole.  With  both,  you  see  nothing ;  with  one, 
you  see  better,  fifty  timeg  better  than  with  both  before.  Don't 
talk  of  arithmetic  after  that.  It  is  Algebra  now,  and  quod  demon- 
strandum.' 

*  To  reason  with  the  less  worthy  gender  is  degeneration  of  reason. 
What  would  they  have  said  in  the  Senate-house,  Janetta  ?  However 
I  will  obey  your  orders.    What  am  I  to  look  at  ? ' 

'  A  tall  and  very  extraordinary  man,  striking  his  arms  out,  thus 
and  thus.  I  never  saw  anyone  looking  so  excited  ;  and  he  flourishes 
a  long  sword  now  and  again,  as  if  he  would  like  to  cut  everybody's 
head  off.  There  he  has  been  going  from  ship  to  ship,  for  an  hour  or 
more,  with  a  long  white  boat,  and  a  lot  of  men  jumping  after  him. 
Everyone  seems  to  be  scared  of  him,  and  he  stumps  along  the  deck, 
just  as  if  he  were  on  springs,  and  one  spring  longer  than  the  other. 
You  see  that  heavy  brig  outside  the  rest,  painted  with  ten  port-holes ; 
well,  she  began  to  make  sail,  and  run  away,  but  he  fired  a  gun — quite  a 
real  cannon  ;  and  she  had  to  come  back  again,  and  drop  her  colours. 
Oh,  is  it  some  very  great  admiral,  papa  ?  Perhaps  Lord  Nelson  him- 
self ;  I  would  go  and  be  sea-sick  for  three  days,  to  see  Lord  Nelson. 
Papa,  it  must  be  Lord  Nelson.' 

'My  dear.  Lord  Nelson  is  a  little  short  man,  with  a  very  brisk 
walk,  and  one  arm  gone.  Now  let  me  see  who  this  can  be.  Where- 
about is  he  now,  Janetta  ? ' 

'  Do  you  see  that  clumsy-looking  schooner,  papa,  just  behind  a 
pilot  boat  ?  He  is  just  in  front  of  her  foremast — ^making  such  a 
fuss-  ' 

'  What  eyes  you  have  got,  my  child  1  You  see  better  without  the 
glass  than  I  do  with  it.  Oh  now  I  have  him  1  Why,  I  might  have 
guessed.  Of  course  it  is  that  very  active  man  and  vigilant  oflScer, 
Lieutenant  Carroway.' 

*  Captain  Carroway  from  Bridlington,  papa  1  Why,  what  can  he 
be  doing  with  such  authority  ?  I  have  often  heard  of  him,  but  I 
thought  he  was  only  a  coastguard.' 

*  He  is,  as  you  say,  showing  great  authority,  and  I  fear  using  very 
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had  language,  for  which  he  is  quite  celebrated.  However,  the  tele- 
scope refuses  to  repeat  it,  for  which  it  is  much  to  be  commended. 
But  every  allowance  must  be  made  for  a  man  who  has  to  deal  with  a 
wholly  uncultivated  race,  and  not  of  natural  piety,  like  ours.' 

*  Well,  papa,  I  doubt  if  ours  have  too  mucli,  though  you  always 
make  the  best  of  them.  But  let  me  look  agaiu,  please ;  and  do  tell 
me  what  he  can  be  doing  there.' 

*  You  know  that  the  revenue  oflBcers  must  take  the  law  into  their 
own  hands  sometimes.  There  have  lately  been  certain  rumours  of 
some  contraband  proceedings  on  the  Yorkshire  coast.  Not  in  Flam- 
borough  parish,  of  course,  and  perhaps,  probably  I  may  say,  a  long 
way  oflf  ' 

'  Papa  dear,  will  you  never  confess  that  free-trade  prevails  and 
flourishes  greatly,  even  under  your  own  dear  nose?' 

'  Facts  do  not  warrant  me  in  any  such  assertion.  If  the  fact  were 
so,  it  must  have  been  brought  officially  before  me.  I  decline  to 
listen  to  uncharitable  rumours.  But  however  that  matter  may  be, 
there  are  officers  on  the  spot  to  deal  with  it.  My  commission,  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  gives  me  no  cognizance  of  offences — if  such 
there  are — ^upon  the  high  seas.  Ah,  you  see  something  particular ; 
my  dear,  what  is  it  ?' 

*  Captain  Carroway  has  found  something,  or  somebody,  of  great 
importance.  He  has  got  a  man  by  the  collar,  and  he  is  absolutely 
dancing  with  delight.  Ah,  there  he  goes,  dragging  him  along  the 
deck,  as  if  he  were  a  cod-fish,  or  a  conger.  And  now,  I  declare,  he  is 
lashing  his  arms  and  legs  with  a  great  thick  rope.  Papa,  is  that 
legal  without  even  a  warrant  ? ' 

*  I  can  hardly  say  how  far  his  powers  may  extend,  and  he  is  just 
the  man  to  extend  tJiem  farther.  I  only  hope  not  to  be  involved  in 
the  matter.    Maritime  law  is  not  my  province.' 

'  But,  papa,  it  is  much  within  three  miles  of  the  shore ;  if  that 
has  got  anytfiing  to  do  with  it.  My  goodness  me!  They  are  all 
coming  here,  I  am  idmost  sure  that  they  will  apply  to  you.  Yes,  two 
boat-loads  of  people  racing  to  get  their  oars  out,  and  to  be  here  first. 
Where  are  your  spectacles,  dear  papa?  You  had  better  go  and  get 
up  the  law,  before  they  come.  You  will  scarcely  have  time,  they  are 
coming  so  fiewt — a  white  boat,  and  a  black  boat.  The  prisoner  is 
in  the  white  boat,  and  the  officer  has  got  him  by  the  collar  still. 
The  men  in  the  white  boat  will  want  to  commit  him,  and  the  men 
in  the  black  boat  are  his  friends,  no  doubt,  coming  for  a  habeas- 
corpns  ' 

<  My  dear,  what  nonsense  you  do  talk ;  what  has  a  simple  Justice 
of  the  Peace  ' 

'  Never  mind  that,  papa,  my  facts  are  sound ;  sounder  than  yours 
about  smuggling,  I  fear.  But  do  hurry  in,  and  get  up  the  law.  I 
will  go  and  lock  both  gates,  to  give  you  more  time.' 

'Do  nothing  of  the  kind,  Janetta.  A  magistrate  should  be  acces- 
fdhle  always ;  and  how  can  I  get  up  the  law,  without  knowing  what  it 
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is  to  be  about — or  even  a  clerk  to  help  me  ?  And  perhaps  they  are 
not  coming  here  at  all.    They  may  be  only  landing  tbeir  prisoner.' 

'  If  that  were  it  they  would  not  be  coming  so ;  but  rowing  towards 
the  proper  place — Bridlington  Quay,  where  their  station-house  is. 
Papa,  you  are  in  for  it,  and  I  am  getting  eager.  May  I  come  and 
hear  all  about  it  ?  I  should  be  a  great  support  to  you,  you  know. 
And  they  would  tell  the  truth  so  much  better.' 

^  Janetta,  what  are  you  dreaming  of?  It  may  even  be  a  case  of 
secrecy.' 

*  Secrecy,  papa,  with  two  boat-loads  of  men,  and  about  thirty 
ships  involved  in  it  1    Oh,  do  let  me  hear  all  about  it !' 

'  Whatever  it  may  be,  your  presence  is  not  required,  and  would 
be  improper.  Unless  I  should  happen  to  want  a  book ;  and  in  that 
case  I  might  ring  for  you.' 

'  Oh,  do,  papa,  do  1  No  one  else  can  ever  find  them.  Promise 
me  now  that  you  will  want  a  book.  If  I  am  not  there,  there  will  be 
no  justice  done.  I  wish  you  severely  to  reprimand,  whatever  the 
facts  of  the  case  may  be,  and  even  to  punish,  if  you  can,  that  tall, 
lame,  violent,  ferocious  man,  for  dragging  the  poor  fellow  about  like 
that,  and  cutting  him  with  ropes,  when  completely  needless,  and  when 
he  was  quite  at  his  mercy.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  other  man 
does  not  deserve  one  bit  of  it ;  and  whatever  the  law  may  be,  papa, 
your  duty  is  to  strain  it  benevolently,  and  question  every  syllable 
upon  the  stronger  side.' 

*  Perhaps  I  had  better  resign,  my  dear,  upon  condition  that  you 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  stead  of  me.  It  might  be  a  popular 
measure,  and  would  secure  imiversal  justice.' 

*  Papa,  I  would  do  justice  to  myself — ^which  is  a  thing  you  never 
do.  But  here,  they  are  landing ;  and  they  hoist  him  out,  as  if  be 
were  a  sack,  or  a  thing  without  a  joint.  They  could  scarcely  be 
harder  with  a  man  compelled  to  be  hanged  to-morrow  morning.' 

*  Condemned  is  what  you  mean,  Janetta.  You  never  iwll  un- 
derstand the  use  of  words.    What  a  nice  magistrate  you  would  make!' 

*  There  can  be  no  more  correct  expression.  Would  any  man  be 
hanged,  if  he  were  not  compelled  ?  Papa,  you  say  the  most  ill^fal 
things  sometimes.  Now,  please  to  go  in  and  get  up  your  legal 
points.  Let  me  go  and  meet  those  people,  for  you.  I  will  keep 
them  waiting,  till  you  are  quite  ready.' 

*  My  dear,  you  will  go  to  your  room,  and  try  to  learn  a  little 
patience.  You  begin  to  be  too  pat  with  your  own  opinions ;  which 
in  a  young  lady  is  ungracefid.  There,  you  need  not  cry,  my  darling, 
because  your  opinions  are  always  sensible,  and  I  value  them  very 
highly ;  but  still  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  you  are  but  a  girL' 

'  And  behave  accordingly,  as  they  say.  Nobody  can  do  more  so. 
But  though  I  am  only  a  girl,  papa,  can  you  put  your  hand  upon  a 
better  one?' 

*  Certainly  not,  my  dear;  for  going  down  hill,  I  can  always 
depend  on  you.' 
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Suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  Dr.  Upround,  whose  feet  were  a 
little  touched  with  gout,  came  down  from  his  outlook  to  his  kitchen- 
garden,  and  thence  through  the  shmbbery  back  to  his  own  study  ; 
where,  with  a  little  sigh,  he  put  away  his  chessmen,  and  heartily 
hoped  that  it  might  not  be  his  fevourite  adversary  who  was  coming 
before  him,  to  be  sent  to  jail.  For  although  the  good  rector  had  a 
warm  r^ard,  and  even  affection,  for  Bobin  Lyth,  as  a  waif  cast  into 
his  care,  and  then  a  pupil  wonderfully  apt  (which  breeds  love  in  the 
teacher),  and  after  that  a  most  gallant  and  highly  distinguished  young 
parishioner  ;  with  all  this  it  was  a  difficulty  for  him  to  be  ignorant 
that  the  law  was  adverse.  More  than  once  he  had  striven  hard  to  lead 
the  youth  into  some  better  path  of  life,  and  had  even  induced  him  to 
*  follow  the  sea '  for  a  short  time,  in  the  merchant  service.  But  the 
force  of  nature  and  of  circumstances  had  very  soon  prevailed  again, 
and  Bobin  returned  to  his  old  pursuits  with  larger  experience,  and 
seamanship  improved. 

A  violent  ringing  at  the  gate-bell,  followed  by  equal  urgency  upon 
the  front-door,  apprised  the  kind  magistrate  of  a  sharp  call  on  his 
frumlties,  and  perhaps  a  most  impleasant  one.  '  The  poor  boy,'  he  said 
to  himself;  'poor  boy  1  From  Carrowa/s  excitement  I  greatly  fear 
that  it  is  indeed  poor  Bobin.  How  many  a  grand  game  have  we  had  I 
His  new  variety  of  that  fine  gambit  scarcely  beginning  to  be  analyzed ; 
and  if  I  commit  him  to  the  meeting  next  week,  when  shall  we  ever 
meet  again  ?  It  will  seem  as  if  I  did  it,  because  he  won  three  games ; 
and  I  certainly  was  a  little  vexed  with  him.  However,  I  must  be 
stem,  stem,  stem.    Show  them  in,  Betsy ;  I  am  quite  prepared.' 

A  noise,  and  a  sound  of  strong  langfuage  in  the  hall,  and  a  dragging 
of  something  on  the  oilcloth,  led  up  to  the  entry  of  a  dozen  rough 
men  pushed  on  by  at  least  another  dozen. 

'  You  will  have  the  manners  to  take  off  your  hats,'  said  the  magis- 
trate, with  all  his  dignity ; '  not  from  any  undue  deference  to  me,  but 
common  respect  to  his  Majesty.' 

*Off  with  your  covers,  you  sons  of — something,  shouted  a  loud 
voice,  and  then  the  lieutenant,  with  his  blade  still  drawn,  stood  before 
them. 

*  Sheathe  your  sword,  sir ;'  said  Dr.  Upround  in  a  voice  which 
amazed  the  officer. 

*I  beg  your  worship's  pardon,'  he  began,  with  his  grim  fiwe 
flushing  purple,  but  his  sword  laid  where  it  should  have  been ;  '  but 
if  you  knew  half  of  the  worry  I  have  had,  you  would  not  care  to  rebuke 
me.  Cadman,  have  you  got  him  by  the  neck  ?  Keep  your  knuckles 
into  him,  while  I  make  my  deposition.' 

*  Cast  that  man  free.  I  receive  no  depositions,  with  a  man  half- 
strangled  before  me.' 

The  men  of  the  coastguard  glanced  at  their  commander,  and, 
receiving  a  surly  nod,  obeyed.  But  the  prisoner  could  not  stand  as 
yet ;  he  gasped  for  breath,  and  someone  set  him  on  a  chair. 

*  Your  worship,  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  form,'  said  Carroway, 
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still  keeping  eyes  on  his  prey ;  *  if  I  had  my  own  way,  I  would  not 
trouble  you  at  all,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  quite  needless.  For  this 
man  is  an  outlaw  felon,  and  not  entitled  to  any  grace  of  law  ;  but  I 
must  obey  my  orders.' 

*  Certainly  you  must,  Lieutenant  Carroway ;  even  though  you  are 
better  acquainted  with  the  law.  You  are  ready  to  be  sworn.  Take 
this  book,  and  follow  me.' 

This  being  done,  the  worthy  m?tgi8trate  prepared  to  write  down 
what  the  gallant  officer  might  say ;  which,  in  brief,  came  to  this,  that 
having  orders  to  seize  Robin  Ljrth,  wherever  he  might  find  him,  and 
having  sure  knowledge  that  said  Bobin  was  on  board  of  a  certain 
schooner  vessel,  the  *  Elizabeth,'  of  Creole,  the  which  he  had  laden 
with  goods  liable  to  duty,  he,  Charles  Carroway,  had  gently  laid  hands 
on  him,  and  brought  him  to  the  nearest  justice  of  the  peace,  to 
obtain  an  order  of  commitment. 

All  this,  at  fifty  times  the  length  here  given.  Lieutenant  Carro- 
way deposed  on  oath,  while  his  worship,  for  want  of  a  clerk,  set  it 
down  in  his  own  very  neat  handwriting.  But  several  very  coaly- 
looking  men,  who  could  scarcely  be  taught  to  keep  silence,  observed 
that  the  magistrate  smiled  once  or  twice ;  and  this  made  them  wait  a 
bit,  and  wink  at  one  another. 

'  Very  clear  indeed.  Lieutenant  Carroway,'  said  Dr.  Upround,  with 
spectacles  on  nose ;  '  good  sir,  have  the  kindness  to  sign  your  de- 
position. It  may  become  my  duty  ix)  commit  the  prisoner,  upon 
identification.  Of  that  I  must  have  evidence,  confirmatory  evidence. 
But  first  we  will  hear  what  he  has  to  say.  Robin  Lyth,  stand  for- 
ward.' 

^  Me  no  Robin  Lyth,  sar ;  no  Robin  man  or  woman,'  cried  the 
captive,  trying  very  hard  to  stand ;  *  me  only  a  poor  Franpais,  make 
liberty  to  what  you  call — ^row,  row,  sweem,  sweem,  sail,  sail,  from  la 
belle  France  ;  for  why,  for  why,  there  is  no  import  to  nobody.' 

*  Your  worship,  he  is  always  going  on  about  imports,'  Cadman 
said  respectfiilly ;  *  that  is  enough  to  Aow  who  he  is.' 

'You  may  trust  me  to  know  him,' cried  Lieutenant  Carroway; 
*  my  fine  fellow,  no  more  of  that  stufi" !  He  can  pass  himself  oflF  for 
any  countryman  whatever.  He  knows  all  their  jabber,  sir,  better 
than  his  own.  Put  a  cork  between  his  teeth^  Hackerbody.  I  never 
did  see  such  a  noisy  rogue.    He  is  Robin  Lyth  all  over.' 

'I'll  be  blest  if  he  is;  nor  under  nayther,'  cried  the  biggest  of 
the  coaly  men  ;  '  this  here  froggy  come  out  of  a  Chaise  and  Mary, 
as  had  nm  up  from  Dunkirk.  I  know  Robin  Lyth  as  well  as  our 
own  figure-head.  But  what  good  to  try  reason  with  that  there 
revenue  hofficer?' 

At  this,  all  his  friends  set  a  good  laugh  up,  and  wanted  to  give 
him  a  cheer  for  such  a  speech ;  but,  that  being  hushed,  they  were 
satisfied  with  condemning  his  organs  of  sight  and  their  own  quite 
fairly. 

'  Lieutenant  Carroway,'  his  worship  said,  amidst  an  impressive 
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ailenoe,  *  I  greatly  fear  that  you  have  allowed  zeal,  my  dear  sir,  to 
outrun  discretion.  Sobin  Ljrth  is  a  young,  and  in  many  ways  highly 
respected,  parishioner  of  mine.  He  may  have  been  guilty  of  casual 
breaches  of  the  laws  concerning  importation,  laws  which  fluctuate 
from  year  to  year,  and  require  deep  knowledge  of  legislation,  both  to 
observe  and  to  administer.  I  heartily  trust  that  you  may  not  sufier 
from  having  discharged  your  duty  in  a  manner  most  truly  exemplary, 
if  only  the  example  had  been  the  right  one.  This  gentleman  is  no 
more  Bobin  Lyth  than  I  am.' 


Chaptbb  XVI. 

discipline  asserted. 

As  soon  as  his  troublesome  visitors  were  gone,  the  rector  sat  down  in 
his  deep  arm-chair,  laid  aside  his  spectacles,  and  began  to  think. 
His  £Etce,  while  h^  thought,  lost  more  and  more  of  the  calm  and 
cheerful  expression,  which  made  it  so  pleasant  a  &ce  to  gaze  upon ; 
and  he  sighed,  without  knowing  it,  at  some  dark  ideas,  and  gave  a 
little  shake  of  his  grand  old  head.    The  revenue  officer  Imd  called  his 
favourite  pupil  and  cleverest  parishioner  'a  felon  outlaw and  if  that 
were  so,  Sobin  Lyth  was  no  less  than  a  convicted  criminal,  and  must 
not  be  admitted  within  his  doors.    Formerly  the  regular  penalty  for 
illicit  imiK>rtation  had  been  the  forfeiture  of  the  goods  when  caught ; 
and  the  smugglers  (unless  they  made  resistance,  or  carried  fire-cmns) 
were  allowed  to  escape  and  retrieve  their  bad  luck,  which  they  very 
soon  contrived  to  do.    And  as  yet,  upon  this  part  of  the  coast,  they 
had  not  been  guilty  of  atrocious  crimes,  such  as  the  smugglers  of 
Sussex  and  Hampshire,  who  must  have  been  utter  fiends,  committed, 
thereby  raising  sdl  the  land  against  them.    Dr.  Uproimd  had  heard 
of  no  proclamation,  exaction,  or  even  capias,  issued  against  this  young 
free-trader ;  and  he  knew  well  enough  that  the  worst  offenders  were 
not  the  bold  seamen  who  contracted  for  the  run,  nor  the  people  of 
the  coast  who  were  hired  for  the  carriage,  but  the  rich  indWellers  who 
provided  aU  the  money,  and  received  the  lion's  share  of  all  the  profits. 
And  with  these  the  law  never  even  tried  to  deal.    However,  the 
magistrate-parson  resolved  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  interest  of  tutor- 
ship and  chess-play,  and  even  all  the  influence  of  his  wife  and 
daughter  (who  were  hearty  admirers  of  brave  smuggling),  he  must 
eitli^  reform  this  young  man,  or  compel  him  to  keep  at  a  distance 
which  would  be  very  sad. 

Meanwhile  the  lieutenant  had  departed  in  a  fury,  which  seemed 
to  be  incapable  of  growing  any  worse.  Never  an  oath  did  he  utter 
all  the  way  to  the  landing  where  his  boat  was  left ;  and  his  men,  who 
knew  how  much  that  meant,  were  afraid  to  do  more  than  just  wink 
at  one  another.  Even  the  sailors  of  the  collier  schooner  forbore  to 
jeer  him,  until  he  was  afloat,  when  they  gave  him  three  fine  rounds  > 
Ko.  598  (ko.  cxmi.  K.  a.)  H  H 
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of  mock-cheers,  to  which  the  poor  Frenchman  contributed  a  shriek. 
For  this  man  had  been  most  inhospitably  treated,  through  his  strange 
but  undeniable  likeness  to  a  perfidious  Briton. 

*  Home  I '  cried  the  oflScer,  glowering  at  those  fellows,  while  his 
men  held  their  oars,  and  were  ready  to  rush  at  them.  *  Home  with 
a  will  I  Give  way,  men  1 '  And  not  another  word  he  spoke,  till  they 
touched  the  steps  at  Bridlington.  Then  he  fixed  stem  eyes  upon 
Gadman,  who  vainly  strove  to  meet  them,  and  he  said,  *  Come  to  me, 
in  one  hour  and  a  half.'  Gadman  touched  his  hat  without  an  answer, 
saw  to  the  boat,  and  then  went  home  along  the  quay, 

Garroway,  though  of  a  violent  temper,  especially  when  laughed 
at,  was  not  of  that  steadfast  and  sedentary  wrath,'  which  chews  the 
cud  of  grievances,  and  feeds  upon  it  in  a  shady  place.  He  had  a 
good  wife — though  a  little  over-clean — and  seven  fine-appetited 
children,  who  gave  him  the  greatest  pleasure  in  providing  victuals. 
Also,  he  had  his  pipe,  and  his  quiet  comers,  sacred  to  the  atmosphere 
and  the  private  thoughts  of  Garroway.  And  here  he  would  often  be 
ambitious  even  now,  perceiving  no  good  reason  why  he  might  not  yet 
command  a  line-of-battle  ship,  and  run  up  his  own  flag,  and  nobly 
tread  his  own  lofty  quarter-deck.  If  so,  he  would  have  Mrs.  Garro- 
way on  board,  and  not  only  on  the  boards,  but  at  them ;  so  that  a 
challenge  should  be  issued  every  day,  for  any  other  ship  in  all  the 
service  to  display  white  so  wholly  spotless,  and  black  so  void  of 
streakiness.  kxA  while  he  was  dwelling  upon  personal  matters — 
which  after  aU  concemed  the  nation  most — ^he  had  tried  very  hard  to 
discover  any  reason  (putting  paltry  luck  aside)  why  Horatio  Nelson 
should  be  a  lord,  and  what  was  more  to  the  purpose,  an  admiral, 
while  Gharles  Garroway  (his  old  shipmate,  and  in  every  way  superior, 
who  could  eat  him  at  a  mouthful,  if  only  he  were  good  enough) 
should  now  be  no  more  than  a  'long-shore  lieutenant,  and  a  Jonathan 
Wyld  of  the  Revenue.  However,  as  for  envying  Nelson,  the  Lord 
knew  that  he  would  not  give  his  little  Geraldine's  worst  firock  for  all 
the  fellow's  grand  coat-of-arms,  and  freedom  in  a  snuflF-box,  and 
golden  shields,  and  devices,  this,  that,  and  the  other,  with  Pharaoh 
of  Egypt  to  support  them. 

To  this  conclusion  he  was  fairly  come,  after  a  good  meal,  and 
with  the  second  glass  of  the  finest  Jamaica  pine-apple  mm — ^which 
he  drank  from  pure  principle,  because  it  was  not  smuggled — steaming 
and  scenting  the  blue  curls  of  his  pipe,  when  his  admirable  wife 
came  in  to  say  that  on  no  account  would  she  intermpt  him. 

'  My  dear,  I  am  busy,  and  am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  Pish  I  where 
have  I  put  all  those  accounts  ? ' 

*  Gharles,  you  are  not  doing  any  accounts.  When  you  have  done 
your  pipe  and  glass,  I  wish  to  say  a  quiet  word  or  two.  I  am  sure 
that  there  is  not  a  woman  in  a  thousand  ' 

*  Matilda,  I  know  it.  Nor  one  in  fifty  thousand.  You  are  very 
good  at  figures,  will  you  take  this  sheet  away  with  you?  Eight 
o'clock  will  be  quite  time  enough  for  it.' 
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*My  dear,  I  am  always  too  pleased  to  do  whatever  I  can  to  help 
you.  But  I  must  talk  to  you  now ;  really  I  must  say  a  few  words 
about  something,  tired  as  you  may  be,  Charles,  and  well  deserving 
of  a  little  good  sleep,  which  you  never  seem  able  to  manage  in  bed. 
You  told  me,  you  know,  that  you  expected  Cadman,  that  surly  dirty 
fellow,  who  delights  to  spoil  my  stones,  and  would  like  nothing  bet- 
ter than  to  take  the  pattern  out  of  our  drawing-room  Kidderminster. 
Now,  I  have  a  reason  for  sajring  something.  Charles,  will  you  listen 
to  me  once,  just  once  ? ' 

*I  never  do  anything  else,'  said  the  husband,  with  justice,  and 
meaning  no  mischief. 

*  Ah  I  how  very  seldom  you  hear  me  talk ;  and  when  I  do,  I  might 
just  as  well  address  the  winds  1  But  for  once,  my  dear,  attend,  I 
do  implore  you.  That  surly  burly  Cadman  will  be  here  directly, 
and  I  know  that  you  are  much  put  out  with  him.  Now,  I  tell  you, 
he  is  dangerous,  savagely  dangerous ;  I  can  see  it  in  his  imhealthy 
skin.  Oh,  Charles,  where  have  you  put  down  your  pipe  ?  I  cleaned 
that  shelf  this  very  morning  1  H(Jw  little  I  thought  when  I  promised 
to  be  yours,  that  you  ever  would  knock  out  your  ashes  like  that  1 
But  do  bear  in  mind,  dear,  whatever  you  do,  if  anything  happened  to 
you,  whatever  would  become  of  all  of  us  ?  All  your  sweet  children 
and  your  faithful  wife — I  declare  you  have  made  two  great  rings 
with  your  tumbler  upon  the  new  cover  of  the  table.' 

*  Matilda,  that  has  been  done  ever  so  long.  But  I  am  almost 
certain  this  tumbler  leaks.' 

*  So  you  always  say ;  just  as  if  I  would  allow  it.  You  never  will 
think  of  simply  wiping  the  rim  every  time  you  use  it ;  when  I  put 
you  a  saucer  for  your  glass,  you  forget  it ;  there  never  was  such  a 
man,  I  do  believe.  I  shall  have  to  stop  the  rum-and-water  altogether.' 

'No,  no,  no.  Fll  do  anything  you  like.  I'U  have  a  tumbler 
made  with  a  saucer  to  it — I'll  buy  a  piece  of  oU-cloth  the  size  of  a 
fore-top  sail— rU  ' 

*  Charles,  no  nonsense,  if  you  please ;  as  if  I  were  ever  unreason- 
able 1  But  your  quickness  of  temper  is  such,  that  I  dread  what  you 
may  say  to  that  Cadman.  Remember  what  opportunities  he  has, 
dear.  He  might  shoot  j^u  in  the  dark  any  night,  my  darling,  and 
put  it  upon  the  smugglers.  I  entreat  you  not  to  irritate  the  man, 
and  make  him  your  enemy.  He  is  so  spiteful ;  and  I  should  be  in 
terror  the  whole  night  long.' 

*  Matilda,  in  the  house  you  may  command  me  as  you  please — 
even  in  my  own  cuddy  here.  But  as  regards  my  duty,  you  know 
well  that  I  permit  no  interference.  And  I  should  have  expected  you 
to  have  more  sense.  A  pretty  oflScer  I  should  be,  if  I  were  afraid  of 
my  own  men.  When  a  man  is  to  blame,  I  tell  him  so,  in  good  round 
laDgiiage,  and  shall  do  so  now.  This  man  is  greatly  to  blame,  and  I 
doubt  whether  to  consider  him  a  fool  or  a  rogue.  If  it  were  not  that 
he  has  seven  children,  as  we  have,  I  would  discharge  him  this  very 
night.' 
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<  Charles,  I  am  very  sorry  for  his  seven  children ;  but  our  place 
is  to  think  of  our  own  seven  first.  I  beg  you,  I  implore  you,  to  dis- 
charge the  man ;  for  he  has  not  the  courage  to  haim  you,  I  believe, 
except  with  the  cowardly  advantage  he  has  got.  Now  promise  me 
either  to  say  nothing  to  him,  or  to  discharge  him,  and  be  done  with 
him.' 

^  Matilda,  of  such  things  you  know  nothing ;  and  I  cannot  allow 
you  to  say  any  more.' 

'  Very  well,  very  well  I  I  know  my  duty.  I  shall  sit  up  and  pray 
every  dark  night  you  are  out,  and  the  whole  place  will  go  to  the 
dogSy  of  course.  Of  the  smugglers  I  am  not  afraid  one  bit,  nor  of 
any  honest  fighting,  such  as  you  are  used  to.  But  oh,  my  dear 
Charles,  the  very  bravest  man  can  do  nothing  against  base  treachery.' 

<  To  dream  of  such  things  shows  a  bad  imagination,'  Carroway 
answered  sternly ;  but  seeing  his  wife's  eyes  fill  with  tears,  he  took 
her  hand  gently,  and  begged  her  pardon,  and  promised  to  be  very 
carefid.  ^  I  am  the  last  man  to  be  rash,'  he  said,  <  after  getting  so 
many  more  kicks  than  coppers.  I  never  had  a  fellow  under  my 
command  who  would  lift  a  finger  to  harm  me.  And  you  must 
remember,  my  darling  Tilly,  tiiat  I  command  Englishmen,  not 
Lascars.' 

With  this  she  was  forced  to  be  content,  to  the  best  of  her  ability ; 
and  Geraldine  ran  bouncing  in  from  school,  to  fill  her  other's  pipe 
for  him ;  so  that  by  the  time  John  Cadman  came,  his  commander 
had  almost  forgotten  the  wrath  created  by  the  failure  of  the  morning. 
But  unluckily  Cadman  had  not  forgotten  the  words,  and  the  look,  he 
received  before  his  comrades. 

*  Here  I  am,  sir,  to  give  an  account  of  myself,'  he  said  in  an  inso- 
lent tone,  having  taken  much  liquor  to  brace  him  for  the  meeting. 
*  Is  it  your  pleasure  to  say  out  what  you  mean  ? ' 

'  Yes,  but  not  here.  You  will  follow  me  to  the  station.'  The 
lieutenant  took  his  favourite  staff,  and  set  forth  ;  while  his  wife,  from 
the  little  window,  watched  him  with  a  very  anxious  gaze.  She  saw 
her  husband  stride  in  front  with  the  long  rough  gait  she  knew  so  well, 
and  the  swing  of  his  arms  which  always  showed  that  his  temper  was 
not  in  its  best  condition ;  and  behind  him  Cadman  slouched  along, 
with  his  shoulders  up,  and  his  red  hands  clenched.  And  the  poor 
wife  sadly  went  back  to  work,  for  her  life  was  a  truly  anxious  one. 

The  station,  as  it  was  rather  grandly  called,  was  a  hut  about  the 
size  of  a  four-post  bed,  upon  the  low  cUff,  undermined  by  the  sea,  and 
even  then  threatened  to  be  swept  away.  Here  was  a  tall  flagstaff  for 
signals,  and  a  place  for  a  beacon-light  when  needed,  and  a  bench  with 
a  rest  for  a  spy-glass.  In  the  hut  itself  were  signal-flags,  and  a  few 
spare  muskets,  and  a  keg  of  bullets,  with  maps  and  codes  hung  roimd 
the  wall,  and  flint  and  tinder,  and  a  good  many  pipes,  and  odds  and 
ends  on  ledges.  Carroway  was  very  proud  of  this  place,  and  kept  the 
key  strictly  in  his  own  pocket,  and  very  seldom  allowed  a  man  to 
pass  through  the  narrow  doorway.  But  he  liked  to  sit  inside  and  see 
them  lookhig  desirous  to  come  in. 
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^  Stand  there,  Cadman/  he  said,  as  soon  as  he  had  settled  himself 
in  the  one  hard  chair ;  and  the  man,  though  thoroughly  primed  for 
revolt,  obeyed  the  old  habit,  and  stood  outside. 

*  Once  more  you  have  misled  me,  Cadman,  and  abused  my  con- 
fidence. More  than  that,  you  have  made  me  a  common  laughing- 
stock for  scores  of  fools,  and  even  for  a  learned  gentleman,  magistrate 
of  divinity.  I  was  not  content  with  your  information,  until  you 
confirmed  it  by  letters  you  produced  from  men  well  known  to  you, 
as  you  said,  and  even  from  the  inland  trader,  who  had  contracted  for 
the  venture.  The  schooner  *  Elizabeth,'  of  Goole,  disguised  as  a  col- 
lier, was  to  bring  to,  with  Hobin  Lyth  on  board  of  her,  and  the 
goods  in  her  hold  under  covering  of  coal,  and  to  run  the  goods  at  the 
South  Flamborough  landing,  this  very  night.  I  have  searched  the 
'  Elizabeth '  from  stem  to  stem,  and  the  craft  brought  up  alongside  of 
her ;  and  all  I  have  found  is  a  wretched  Frenchman,  who  skulked  so 
that  I  made  sure  of  him ;  and  not  a  blessed  anker  of  foreign  brandy, 
nor  even  a  forty-pound  bag  of  tea.  You  had  that  packet  of  letters 
in  your  neck-tie.    Hand  them  to  me  this  moment  ' 

*  If  your  honour  has  made  up  your  mind  to  think  that  a  sailor 
of  the  Eoyal  Navy  ' 

*  Cadman,  none  of  that  1  No  lick-spittle  lies  to  me ;  those  letters, 
that  I  may  establish  them  I  You  shall  have  them  back,  if  they  are 
right.    And  I  will  pay  you  a  half-crown  for  the  loan.' 

*  If  I  was  to  leave  they  letters  in  your  hand,  I  could  never  hold 
head  up  in  Burlington  no  more.' 

*  That  is  no  concern  of  mine.  Your  duty  is  to  hold  up  your  head 
with  me,  and  those  who  find  you  in  bread  and  butter.' 

*  Precious  little  butter  I  ever  gets,  and  very  little  bread  to  speak 
of.  The  folk  that  does  the  work  gets  nothing.  Them  that  does  no- 
thing gets  the  name  and  game.' 

*  Fellow,  no  reasoning,  but  obey  me  1 '  Carroway  shouted,  with 
his  temper  rising;  *hand  over  those  letters,  or  you  leave  the 
service.' 

*  How  can  I  give  away  another  man's  property  ? '  As  he  said 
these  words,  the  man  folded  his  arms,  as  who  should  say,  ^  That  is  all 
you  get  out  of  me.' 

*  Is  that  the  way  you  speak  to  your  commanding  officer  ?  Who 
owns  those  letters,  then,  according  to  your  ideas  ? ' 

*  Butcher  Hewson ;  and  he  says  that  you  shall  have  them  as  soon 
as  he  sees  the  money  for  his  little  bill.' 

This  was  a  trifle  too  much  for  Carroway.  Up  he  jumped  with 
surprising  speed,  took  one  stride  through  the  station-door,  and  seizing 
Cadman  by  the  collar,  shook  him,  wrung  his  ear  with  the  left  hand, 
which  was  like  a  pair  of  pincers,  and  then  with  the  other  flung  him 
backward,  as  if  he  were  an  empty  bag.  The  fellow  was  too  much 
amazed  to  strike,  or  close  with  him,  or  even  swear,  but  received  the 
vehement  impact  without  any  stay  behind  him.  So  that  he  stag- 
gered back,  hat  downward,  and  striking  one  heel  on  a  stone,  fell  over 
the  brink  of  the  shallow  cliff  to  the  sand  below. 
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The  lieuteoant,  who  never  had  thought  of  this,  was  terribly 
scared,  and  his  wrath  turned  cold.  For  although  the  fall  was  of 
no  great  depth,  and  the  ground  at  the  bottom  so  soft,  if  the  poor 
man  had  struck  it  poll  foremost,  as  he  fell,  it  was  likely  that  his 
neck  was  broken.  Without  any  thought  of  his  crippled  heel,  Carro- 
way  took  the  jump  himself. 

As  soon  as  he  recovered  from  the  jar,  which  shook  his  stiff  joints, 
and  stiffer  back,  he  ran  to  the  coast-guardsman  and  raised  him,  and 
found  him  very  much  inclined  to  swear.  This  was  a  good  sign,  and 
the  officer  was  thankful  and  raised  him  in  the  gravelly  sand,  and 
kindly  requested  him  to  have  it  out,  and  to  thank  the  Lord,  as  soon 
as  he  felt  better.  But  Cadman,  although  he  very  soon  came  round, 
abstained  from  every  token  of  gratitude.  Falling  with  his  mouth  wide 
open  in  surprise,  he  had.  filled  it  with  gravel  of  inferior  taste,  as  a 
tidy  sewer-pipe  ran  out  just  there,  and  at  every  execration  he  dis- 
charged a  little. 

*  What  can  be  done  with  a  fellow  so  imgrateful  ? '  cried  the  lieu- 
tenant, standing  stiffly  up  again  ;  ^nothing  but  to  let  him  come  back 
to  his  manners.  Hark  you,  John  Cadman,  between  your  bad  words, 
if  a  glass  of  hot  grog  will  restore  your  right  wits,  you  can  come  up 
and  have  it,  when  your  clothes  are  brushed.' 

With  these  words  Carroway  strode  off  to  his  cottage,  without 
even  deigning  to  look  back ;  for  a  minute  had  been  enough  to  show 
him  that  no  very  serious  harm  was  done. 

The  other  man  did  not  stir  until  his  officer  was  out  of  sight ;  and 
then  he  arose,  and  rubbed  himself,  but  did  not  care  to  go  for  his 
rummer  of  hot  grog. 

'  I  must  work  this  off,'  the  lieutenant  said,  as  soon  as  he  had  told 
his  wife,  and  received  his  scolding ;  ^  I  cannot  sit  down ;  I  must  do 
something.  My  mind  is  becoming  too  much  for  me,  I  fear.  Can 
you  expect  me  to  be  laughed  at  ?  I  shall  take  a  little  sail  in  the 
boat ;  the  wind  suits,  and  I  have  a  particular  reason.  Expect  me, 
my  dear,  when  you  see  me.' 

In  half-an-hour  the  largest  boat,  which  carried  a  brass  swivel-gun 
at  her  bows,  was  stretching  gracefiilly  across  the  bay,  with  her  three 
white  sails  flashing  back  the  sunset.  The  lieutenant  steered,  and  he 
bad  four  men  with  him,  of  whom  Cadman  was  not  one ;  that  worthy 
being  left  at  home  to  nurse  his  bruises  and  his  dudgeon.  These  four 
men  now  were  quite  marvellously  civil,  having  heard  of  their  com- 
rade's plight,  and  being  pleased  alike  with  that,  and  with  their  com- 
mander's prowess.  For  Cadman  was  by  no  means  popular  among 
them,  because,  though  his  pay  was  the  same  as  theirs,  he  always  tried 
to  be  looked  up  to ;  the  whUe  his  manners  were  not  distinguished, 
and  scarcely  could  be  called  polite,  when  a  supper  requir^  to  be 
paid  for.  In  derision  of  this,  and  of  his  desire  for  mastery,  they  had 
taken  to  call  him  ^  Boatswain  Jack,'  or  ^  John  Boatswain,'  and  pro- 
voked bim  by  a  subscription  to  present  him  with  a  pig-whistle.  For 
these  were  men  who  liked  well  enough  to  receive  hard  words  frota 
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their  betters,  who  were  masters  of  their  business,  but  saw  neither 
virtue  nor  value  in  submitting  to  superior  airs  from  their  equals. 

The  '  Royal  George,'  as  this  boat  was  called,  passed  through  the 
fleet  of  quiet  vessels,  some  of  which  trembled  for  a  second  visitation  ; 
but  not  deigning  to  molest  them  she  stood  on,  and  rounding  Flam- 
borough  Head,  passed  by  the  pillar  rocks  called  King  and  Queen,  and 
bore  up  for  the  North  Landing  cove.  Here  sail  was  taken  in,  and 
oars  were  manned ;  and  Carroway  ordered  his  men  to  pull  in  to  the 
entrance  of  each  of  the  well-known  caves. 

To  enter  these,  when  any  swell  is  running,  requires  great  care 
and  experience ;  and  the  ^  Boyal  Creorge '  had  too  much  beam  to  do 
it  oomibrtably,  even  in  the  best  of  weather.  And  now,  what  the 
sailors  call  a  '  chopping  sea '  had  set  in  with  the  turn  of  the  tide, 
although  the  wind  was  still  off-shore ;  so  that  even  to  lie-to  at  the 
month  made  rather  a  ticklish  job  of  it.  The  men  looked  at  one 
another,  and  did  not  like  it,  for  a  badly  handled  oar  would  have  cast 
them  on  the  rocks,  which  are  villanously  hard  and  jagged,  and  would 
stave  in  the  toughest  boat,  like  biscuit  china.  However,  they  durst 
not  say  that  they  feared  it ;  and  by  skill  and  steadiness  they  examined 
all  three  caves  quite  enough  to  be  certain  that  no  boat  was  in  them. 

The  largest  of  the  three,  and  perhaps  the  finest,  was  the  one  they 
first  came  to,  which  already  was  beginning  to  be  called  the  cave  of 
Bobin  Lyth.  The  dome  is  very  high,  and  sheds  down  light,  when 
the  gleam  of  the  sea  strikes  inward.  From  the  gloomy  mouth  of  it, 
as  fiu*  as  they  could  venture,  the  lapping  of  the  wavelets  could  be 
heard  all  round  it,  without  a  boat,  or  even  a  baulk  of  wood  to  break 
it.  Then  they  tried  echo,  whose  clear  answer  hesitates  where  any 
soft  material  is ;  but  the  shout  rang  only  of  hard  rock  and  glassy 
water.  To  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  they  lit  a  blue-light  and  sent 
it  floating  through  the  depths,  while  they  held  their  position  with 
two  boat-hooks  and  a  fender.  The  cavern  was  lit  up  with  a  very  fine 
effect,  but  not  a  soul  inside  of  it  to  animate  the  scene.  And  to  tell 
the  truth,  the  bold  invaders  were  by  no  means  grieved  at  this ;  for  if 
there  had  been  smugglers  there,  it  would  have  been  hard  to  tackle 
th^n. 

Hauling  off  safely,  which  was  worse  than  running  in,  they  pulled 
across  the  narrow  cove,  and  rounding  the  little  headland,  examined 
the  Church  cave  and  the  Dovecot  Ukewise,  and  with  a  like  result. 
Then  heartily  tired,  and  well  content  with  having  done  all  that  man 
could  do,  they  set  sail  again  in  the  dusk  of  the  night,  and  forged 
their  way  against  a  strong  ebb-tide  towards  the  softer  waters  of 
Bridlington  and  the  wanner  comfort  of  their  humble  homes. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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French  Tragedy  before  Corneille. 

AMONG  the  notioiis  generally  prevalent  concerning  literature  and 
literary  history  there  is  no  one  which  is  Mler  of  £eillacies  than 
the  common  idea  of  literary  originality.  It  has  always  pleased  the 
general  reader,  and  for  a  considerable  time  it  pleased  literary  histo- 
rians, to  suppose  in  certain  great  writers  an  entire  absence  of  in- 
debtedness to  their  forerunners,  and  to  base  upon  this  absence  of 
indebtedness  tbeir  chief  claim  to  greatness.  In  a  few  very  rare 
instances  there  may  be  some  colour  for  the  supposition,  but  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases  there  is  certainly  nothing  of  the  kind.  Stody  | 
and  research  are  constantly  exposing  the  debts  of  great  writers  to  the 
lesser  men  who  came  before  them,  and  when  this  exposure  is  made 
uncritical  people  are  apt  to  run  away  with  the  idea  that  the  greatness 
of  their  idols  is  somehow  or  other  diminished.  Those  who  are  wis^ 
of  course  know  better.  They  know  that  it  is  the  use  an  artist  makes 
of  his  materials  and  his  models  that  constitutes  his  claim  to  greatness, 
and  that  to  have  done  excellently  what  other  men  have  done  im- 
perfectly before  is  really  the  utmost  to  which  anyone  can  pretend. 
Yet  the  old  notion  is  stUl  apt  to  prevail,  and  in  no  literary  history 
does  it  prevail  more  strongly  than  in  the  history  of  the  literature  <^ 
France.  Despite  the  researches  and  the  studies  of  the  last  half- 
century,  there  are  still  to  be  found  people  in  France — ^no  wonder,  then, 
if  there  are  still  be  found  people  in  England — ^who  regard  the  great 
dramatists  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Corneille  in  tragedy  and 
Moli^re  in  comedy,  as  a  pair  of  literary  Melchisedecs  with  no  ancestry 
in  their  own  country  and  with  only  an  indistinct  and  doubtful  strain 
of  indebtedness  to  any  other.  It  is  not  necessary  to  remark  that 
both  a  priori  and  from  analogy  this  is  exceedingly  improbable.  It 
is  not  only  this,  but  it  is  utterly  false  in  fact.  In  no  literature  is  the 
genealogy  of  almost  all  literary  forms  traceable  more  clearly  or  for  a 
h)nger  period  than  in  France.  French  comedy  can  trace  its  descent 
in  unbroken  line  from  the  <  Jeu  de  la  Feuillie '  and  the  ^  Robin  et 
Marion '  of  Adam  de  la  Halle  at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century. 
French  tragedy  owes  indeed  more  to  foreign,  and  especially  to  dassiod 
influences  ;  but  it,  too,  has  a  well  made  out  parentage  as  fiEur  back  as 
the  eleventh,  and  possibly  the  tenth  century  of  our  era,  in  the  mys- 
teries and  miracles  par  personnagea,  of  which  the  first  half-French 
half-Latin  forms  are  now  to  be  found  in  the  sacred  dramas  of  *  Adam ' 
and  the  '  Ten  Virgins.' 

It  is  not,  however,  necessary  at  present  to  go  back  to  the  Creation, 
and  we  may  very  well  pass  to  the  Deluge,  the  deluge  of  the  Renais- 
sance.  The  point  of  importance  is  that,  even  if  we  strike  mysteiy 
and  miracle,  farce  and  morality,  out  of  the  calculation,  France 
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possessed  a  largely  attended  and  fertile  school  of  tragedies  and  com- 
edies of  distinctly  modern  stamp  a  century  before  the  representation 
of  *Les  Pr&jieuses  Ridicules,'  and  more  than  three-quarters  of  a 
century  before  the  representation  of  *  M6d6e.'  The  comic  writers  of 
the  period  were  indeed,  with  one  exception,  not  of  the  most  remark- 
able, and  Comeille  himself  had  to  take  French  comedy  in  hand  before 
Moliftre  was  possible.  But  in  tragedy  a  chain  of  names,  distinctly 
remarkable  among  the  minor  stars  of  literature,  conducts  us  from 
what  is  generally  called  the  birth  of  French  tragedy  in  Jodelle's 
^  Cl^opatre '  to  its  sudden  and  splendid  adolescence  in  the  ^  Cid.'  Some 
account  of  these  writers,  few  of  whom  are  much  known  on  this  side 
the  Channel,  may  perhaps  be  worth  giving. 

The  connection  of  the  form  of  tragedy  which  was  most  to  prevail 
in  France  with  its  predecessors  was,  as  has  been  already  remarked, 
somewhat  looser  than  was  the  case  with  comedy.  The  comic  work  of 
the  post-Renaissance  time  was  merely  the  indigenous  farce  largely 
modified  and  improved  by  foreign  and  especially  by  classical  models. 
The  tragic  productions  of  France,  on  the  contrary,  have  rather  been 
exotic  in  origin  and  nature,  though  some  strain  of  the  indigenous 
pro£Eme  mystery  may  be  observed  in  them.  The  acclimatisation  of 
regular  tragedy  was  one  of  the  capital  eflForts  and  one  of  the  most 
durable  successes  of  the  Pleiade.  It  was  impossible  that  the  study  of 
the  classics  should  not  draw  attention  to  the  dramatic  forms  which 
are  among  the  crowning  glories  of  classical  art.  Both  independently 
and  in  imitation  of  Italian  predecessors  the  scholars  of  France  busied 
themselves  in  translations  of  Greek  and  Latin  plays,  and  before  the 
sixteenth  century  was  half  past  the  *  Electra,'  the  *  Hecuba,'  the  *  Iphi- 
genia,'  the  *  Plutus '  had  been  versified  in  French.  The  influence  of 
Italy,  combined,  no  doubt,  with  a  reminiscence  of  the  mysteries,  also 
gave  the  early  dramatists  of  the  French  Renaissance  another  class  of 
subject  very  little  cultivated  on  the  English  stage.  This  was  the 
sacred  tragedy,  written  after  a  semi-classical  model,  but  on  Scriptural 
subjects,  a  class  of  composition  which  can  boastnot  merely  of '  Esther ' 
and  *  Athalie,'  but  of  the  best  regular  tragedy  written  before  Cor- 
neille,  Gamier's  '  Les  Juives,'  and  of  another,  not  fiu:  inferior,  the 
^Aman'  of  Antoine  de  Montchrestien.  For  some  time  drama  on 
these  models  was  either  merely  translated,  or  else,  like  the  plays  of 
Buchanan,  Muretus,  and  Gn^rente,  written  in  Latin.  In  1 549,  how- 
ever, appeared  Du  Bellay's  *  Defense  et  Illustration  de  la  Langue 
Fran(ai8e,'theprofession  of  &itb,and  at  the  same  time  the  actof  associ- 
ation, of  the  Pleiade.  A  very  short  time  only  had  elapsed  when  Jodelle, 
the  youngest  of  the  seven,  carried  out  the  principles  of  Du  Bellay  by 
creating  French  tragedy  and  comedy  of  the  modem  type,  the  one 
with  his  *  Cleopatre,'  the  other  with  his  *  Eugene.'  These  were  both 
represented  on  the  same  day  in  1552  before  the  Court,  of  Henry  II., 
the  actors  being  Jodelle  himself  and  others  of  the  society,  such  as 
Belleau  and  Gx^vin.  Few  literary  anecdotes  are  better  known  than 
that  of  the  scene  which  followed  the  representation.    The  Pleiade 
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had  inherited  a  good  deal  of  the  somewhat  pagan  enthusiasm  of  the 
Italian  humanists  for  antiquity,  and  nothing  would  satisfy  them  but 
a  solemn  Dionysiac  festival  to  complete  the  introduction  of  drama 
into  France.  They  journeyed  to  Arcueil  for  the  purpose,  and  un- 
luckily met  a  goat  by  the  way.  The  coincidence  was  too  strong  to 
be  resisted,  and  the  beast  was  caught,  crowned  with  flowers,  and 
solemnly  conferred  upon  Jodelle  as  the  reward  of  his  prowess.  This 
escapade  made  a  terrible  distiurbance.  Catholics  and  Protestants 
alike  raised  the  cry  of  atheism  and  profoinity,  and  the  story  losing  as 
usual  nothing  by  repetition,  it  was  soon  asserted  that  the  imfortunate 
goat  had  been  sacrificed  on  the  occasion  to  the  god  whose  part  was 
said  to  have  been  played  by  Eonsard.  Jodelle's  walk  and  conver- 
sation were  unluckily  not  quite  proof  against  scandal,  and  the  ac- 
count of  him  which,  at  his  death  twenty  years  after,  Pierr  ede 
FEstoile  sets  down  in  his  journal,  is  far  from  being  complimentary. 
It  must  be  admitted  to  be  curious  that  Marlowe  and  Jodelle,  who, 
unlike  as  they  were  in  style,  genius,  and  accomplishment,  held 
corresponding  positions  in  the  literature  of  England  and  France, 
should  each  have  been  accused  formally  and  in  set  terms  of  atheism* 
Besides  ^  Cl^patre'  we  also  possess  Jodelle's  subsequent  tragedy  of 
*Didon,'  in  which  a  considerable  advance  is  visible.  The  earlier 
drama  is  written  irregularly,  now  in  verses  of  ten,  now  in  verses  of 
twelve  syllables.  The  regular  interlacement  of  masculine  and 
feminine  rhymes  is  not  attended  to,  and  the  chorus,  an  important 
part  of  the  early  French  drama,  attempts  a  regular  sequence  of 
strophe,  antistrophe,  and  epode.  <  Didon '  exhibits  a  considerable 
advance  in  this  respect  towards  the  model  finally  accepted.  The 
dialogue  is  in  alexandrines  throughout,  the  alternation  of  rhymes 
is  generally  though  not  quite  universally  observed,  and  the  complex 
division  of  the  chorus  is  abandoned.  It  is  exceedingly  curious  to 
observe  in  these  two  first  tragedies  the  germ  of  nearly  all  the  merits 
and  defects  of  the  classical  French  drama.  In  some  respects  too, 
though  by  no  means  in  all,  they  are  better  than  their  immediate 
successors.  The  besetting  sin  of  most  tragedians  from  Jodelle  to 
Corneille  was  the  enormous  length  of  their  speeches.  Even  Gamier 
has  tirades  of  nearly  200  lines,  whole  plays  of  Montchrestien  read 
like  monol(^es,  here  and  there  broken  by  the  end  and  beginning  of 
acts  and  scenes,  and  Jean  de  Sch^landre  sends  his  characters  on 
the  stage  to  talk  to  themselves  and  the  audience  for  half  a  dozen 
pages.  In  Jodelle's  work,  especially  in  ^  Cl^patre,"  the  speeches  are  of 
a  much  more  reasonable  length,  la  two  other  points,  however,  the 
founder  of  French  tragedy  set  an  example  which  almost  all  his  suc- 
cessors followed.  One  of  these  is  the  aTtxpfivOla,  or  snipsnap 
dialogue,  which,  more  than  a  centuir  afterwards^  Butler  so  admirably 
ridiculed,  as  it  appeared  in  the  EngUsh  heroic  drama.  The  other  is 
the  device  of  beghming  several  successive  lines  with  the  same  word 
or  words,  a  device  of  which  in  its  most  &mous  and  suocessftd  in- 
stance, the  final  speech  of  Camille  in  Comeille's  '  Horace,'  everyone 
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must  admit  the  eflfectiveness,  but  which  becomes  terribly  vnaniSrS 
when  indiscriminately  used.  A  short  analysis  and  a  sample  of  the  first 
French  tragedy  may  not  be  without  interest. 

The  ^  Cleopatre,'  as  is  natural,  takes  its  plot,  and  such  action  as  it 
possesses,  mainly  from  Plutarch,  with  a  certain  admixture  of  the 
eommon  form  of  tragedies  after  the  fashion  of  Euripides  and  Seneca. 
Eyen  in  this  early  play  the  tendency  to  abridge  and  weaken  the 
action  in  order  to  comply  with  the  unities  appears.  The  shade  of 
Antony  prologises,  inviting  Cleopatra  to  share  his  fate  as  she  has 
shared  his  pleasures.  Then  enters  the  queen  with  her  two  handmaids, 
who  seek  to  deter  her  from  her  already  formed  purpose.  She  remains 
firm,  and  a  chorus  of  Alexandrian  women  closes  the  act.  The  second 
act — it  should  be  observed  that  these  divisions  are  rather  long  scenes 
than  acts  proper — contains  a  discussion  between  Octavian,  Proculeius 
and  Agrippa  on  the  death  of  Antony  and  the  probable  action  of 
Cleopatra.  Suicide  is  considered  likdy  on  her  part,  and  Agrippa 
advises  that  every  respect  should  be  shown  her  in  order  to  prevent 
it.  The  chorus  then  descants  on  the  evil  effects  of  pride.  In  the 
third  act,  Cleopatra  and  Octavian  are  introduced  in  conversation. 
The  latter  shows  some  sternness,  and  reproaches  the  queen  with  her 
conduct,  but  ends  by  granting  her  her  life.  Then  comes  the  incident 
of  the  treasurer  Seleucus,  and  the  false  return  of  the  queen's  goods. 
The  chorus  foreshadows  Cleopatra's  future  conduct.  The  fourth  act 
is  entirely  taken  up  with  a  kind  of  Optjvos,  Cleopatra,  her  attendants, 
and  the  chorus  all  bewailing  their  past  and  future  lot.  Lastly,  in 
the  fifth  act,  Proculeius  describes  the  heroine's  death.  Part  of  this 
description  will  illustrate  weU  enough  the  style  of  Jodelle : — 

Escoutez  done,  dtoyens,  escoutez ; 

Ei  m'escoutant  votre  mal  lamentez, 

J'6tois  venu  pour  le  mal  supporter 

l)e  C16opatre,  et  la  r^oonforter ; 

Quand  je  trouve  ses  gardes  qui  frappoyent, 

Contre  sa  chambre,  et  sa  porte  rompoyent 

Et  qn'en  entrant  dans  ceste  chambre  dose 

J'ay  ven,  6  rare  et  miserable  chosey 

Ma  Cleopatre  en  son  royal  habit, 

Et  sa  couronne  an  long  d'un  riche  lit 

Peint  et  dor^,  blesme  et  morte  couch^e. 

Sans  qu'elle  f(it  d'aucon  glaive  touch6e, 

Avec  Eras  sa  femme  k  ses  pieds  morte 

Et  Charmium  vive,  qu'en  telle  sorte, 

tTay  lors  blasm^  :  All !  ah  !  Charmium,  est-oe 

Noblement  foist  1   Guy,  ouy,  c'est  de  noblesse 

De  tant  de  rois  Egyptiens  venue 

Tin  t^moisnage.    Et  lors,  peu  soutenue. 

En  chancelant  et  s'accrochant  en  vain, 

Tombe  k  I'envers  restant  un  tronc  humain. 

Yoilii  des  trois  la  fin  espouvantable, 

Yoil&  des  trois  le  deetin  lamentable ! 
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L'amour  ne  veut  s^parer  lee  deux  corps 
Qu'il  avoit  joints  par  longs  at  longs  accords; 
Le  del  ne  veul  permettre  toute  chose 
Que  bien  soubvent  le  courageux  propose. 
O^sar  vernty  perdant  ce  qu'il  attend. 

Que  nul  ne  pent  au  monde  ^tre  content^ 
L'Egypte  aura  renfort  de  sa  d^tresse, 
Perdant  apr^s  son  bonneur  sa  maitressc. 
Mesmement  moy  qui  suis  son  ennemi 
En  y  pensant  je  me  pasme  k  demi, 
Ma  voiz  s'infirme  et  mon  penser  d^faut, 
Oh  1  qu'incertain  est  Tordre  de  14-haut ! 

In  fairness,  of  course,  this  must  be  compared,  if  comparison  is 
required,  with  *  Tancred  and  Gismund,\or  *  Gorboduc,'  rather  than  with 
'  Antony  and  Cleopatra.'  But  as  one  of  the  earliest  instances  of  not 
the  least  famous  of  literary  styles,  it  may  possess  some  attraction, 
and  the  contrast  with  Shakespeare's  play  hardly  brings  out  too 
strongly  the  disadvantages  of  the  method  of  ricits,  measageSj  &c., 
as  compared  with  the  multiplied  action  and  nimierous  personages  of 
the  English  stage. 

The  literary  movement  of  the  Pl^iade  was  more  than  any  other, 
except  its  counterpart  the  romantic  outburst  of  the  present  century, 
a  school  movement,  and  Jodelle's  example  could  not  fail  of  imitators. 
If  it  was  more  troublesome  to  write  a  drama  than  to  write  a  sonnet  or 
an  ode,  it  was  also  much  more  glorious.  La  Perouse,  Toustain,  J acques 
de  la  Taille,  and  Gr^vin  at  once  adopted  the  new  model,  though  only 
the  last  is  of  importance  sufficient  to  deserve  much  notice.  De  la 
Taille,  indeed,  has  earned  an  unenviable  place  in  story  by  an  attempt 
at  realism.    His  dying  Darius  thus  addresses  Alexander : — 

Mes  enfants  et  ma  femme  aie  en  reoommanda.  .  .  . 
II  ne  put  achever  car  la  mort  I'engarda. 

Gr6vin,  however,  is  of  a  different  stamp.  He  was  a  Protestant, 
and  did  not  a  little  to  swell  the  literary  renown  which  Du  Bartas  and 
D'Aubign^  have  acquired  for  the  French  Galvinists  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  When  only  eighteen  years  old  he  wrote  two  comedies,  *  Les 
Esbahis '  and  *  La  Tr^sori^re,'  which  are  fer  livelier  than  *Eug&ne,'and 
are  hardly  surpassed  by  the  adaptations  of  Larivey.  He  was  scarcely 
older  when  he  wrote  his  tragedy  '  La  Mort  de  C6sar.'  Afterwards  he 
betook  himself  to  the  regular  practice  of  medicine,  and  accompanying 
to  Savoy  Marguerite,  sister  of  Henry  II.  (the  princess  at  whose  mar- 
riage were  uttered  the  expressions  of  dissatisfaction  of  which  Bran- 
tdme  gives  us  such  an  edifying  list),  he  died,  aged  only  thirty,  at 
Turin.  His  *  C&ar '  is  not  exactly  a  lively  play,  and  it  is  still  much 
encumbered  with  choruses  and  the  rest  of  the  unmanageable  details 
of  a  classical  drama.  But  it  has  some  interest  of  action  and  the  style 
is  good,  partaking  of  the  easiness  and  grace  of  the  author's  viUarir 
esquea — a  simplified  villanelle  of  which  he  was  fond — and  baisers. 
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A  very  different  figure  from  any  yet  mentioned  is  that  of  Eobert 
Gamier.  If  he  be,  as  he  certainly  is,  far  inferior  to  the  dramatists 
which  a  very  few  years  after  his  time  England  produced,  that  is 
owing  chiefly  to  the  unfortunate  model  which  he  followed.  It  is 
acknowledged  by  all  competent  judges  that  *  Les  Juives '  is  not  only 
the  best  French  tragedy  before  the  seventeenth  century,  but  also  the 
best  French  tragedy  on  the  regular  lines  before  Comeille,  and  that 
without  Gamier  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  French  classical 
drama,  as  we  now  know  it,  would  never  have  existed.  There  are 
doubtless  different  estimates  of  the  loss  which  the  world's  litera- 
ture would  have  suffered  in  such  a  case.  For  my  part,  although 
'Rodogune'  and  *PhMre'  and  *  Zaire'  are  less  attractive  to  me 
than  <  Hamlet '  and  ^  Lear,'  it  does  not  seem  to  me  necessary  to 
deny  merit,  and  even  excellence,  to  the  former  plays  and  their  writers. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  lesser  attempts  which  led  in  each  case 
to  the  masterpieces  of  the  two  schools.  Gramier  may  justly  be 
regarded  as  the  poet  who  made  French  tragedy.  He  took  the 
accepted  forms  of  classical  and  biblical  subjects ;  he  added  to  them 
the  important  form  of  tragi-comedy,  and  in  each  class  he  pro- 
duced work  of  remarkable  and  permanent  literary  value.  The 
perception  of  stage  effect,  for  which  French  dramatists  were  later 
to  be  so  justly  famed,  indeed  escaped  him.  This  was  to  be  added 
by  Hardy,  the  neglected  and  often  ridiculed  playwright  who  imme- 
diately preceded  Comeille.  But  when  we  compare  Gamier  with 
our  own  contemporary  tragedians,  it  is  only  fair  to  remember  that 
he  exceeded  them  as  much  in  the  literary  sense  as  they  exceeded  him 
in  merely  theatrical  proficiency,  in  variety,  and  in  poetical  vigour 
and  grasp  of  character.  The  somewhat  severe  adherence  to  a 
definite  critical  standard  of  which  he  set,  if  not  the  example,  at 
least  the  most  successful  and  attractive  instance,  was  never  after- 
wards quite  forgotten ;  and  the  attempts  of  Jean  de  Sch^landre,  and 
the  achievements  of  Hardy,  only  temporarily  obscured  this  model. 
It  is  at  least  doubtful  whether  the  French  would  have  produced 
masterpieces  in  the  romantic  drama  had  they  taken  to  it.  It  is 
matter  of  history  that  they  have  produced  masterpieces  on  the 
classical  models  which  the  example  of  Jodelle  and  the  brilliant 
seconding  of  Gamier  led  them  to  adopt. 

Gumier,  who  was  a  lawyer,  and  whose  life  was  noways  eventftil, 
was  bom.  in  1545,  and  died  in  the  first  year  of  the  following  cen- 
tury. His  dramatic  works  consist  of  six  tragedies  on  ancient  topics 
and  models,  viz. :  *  Porcie,'  *  Com^lie,'  *  Marc  Antoine,'  'Hippolyte,' 

*  La  Troade,'  and  *  Antigone  ; '  of  the  Biblical  *  Les  Juives,'  and 
of  ^  Bradamante,'  a  tragi-comedy  suggested  by  Ariosto.  The  six 
antique  tragedies  have  but  little  attraction  for  us,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  merely  improved  attempts  on  the  '  Cl^opatre '  model,  with  the 
influence  of  Seneca  more  [prominent  than  ever.    One  of  them,  the 

*  Comelie,'  has  for  Englislunen,  however,  a  certain  interest  uncon- 
nected with  its  intrinsic  merit.    Kyd  adapted  it  to  the  English 
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stage,  and  thus  it  formed  almost  the  only  link  of  connection  between 
the  early  drama  of  the  two  countries.  The  proportion  of  adapta- 
tions from  the  French  among  our  plays  has  scarcely  proved  a  constant 
quantity.  Perhaps  no  better  instance  of  the  faults  of  these  tragedies 
could  be  foimd  than  that  speech  in  *  Hippolyte,'  wherein  the  cata- 
strophe is  told.  The  length  of  this  in  Racine's  *  PhMre '  has  always 
been  felt  (and  English  playgoers  have  recently  had  an  opportunity 
of  feeling  it)  to  be  a  great  blemish.  Where  Bacine  has  eighty 
verses  his  predecessor  has  one  hundred  and  seventy-two.  *Le8 
Juives,'  however,  is  a  play  of  much  greater  interest.  The  subject 
is  the  punishment  of  Zedekiah  and  his  &mily  after  the  fell  of 
Jerusalem.  The  first  act  is  taken  up  with  a  recapitulation  by  an 
anonymous  prophet  of  the  woes  and  crimes  of  the  chosen  people; 
while  the  chorus  expostulates  with  Providence,  alleging  the  frailty 
of  man.  Only  in  the  second  does  the  action  of  the  play  begin. 
Nebuchadnezzar,  who  has  some  kinship  to  Marlowe's  Tamburlaine, 
comes  on  the  scene  boasting  of  his  power,  and  vowing  vengeance 
against  the  Jews  and  their  king  who  have  dared  to  resist  him.  He 
is  succeeded  as  a  contrast  by  Amital,  mother  of  Zedekiah,  who  bewails 
conjointly  with  the  chorus  the  woes  of  her  family,  and  endeavours 
to  enlist  Nebuchadnezzar's  queen  as  an  intercessor,  an  office  which 
the  master  of  the  horse,  Nebuzaradan,  has  already  taken  upon  him. 
The  third  act  sees  these  attempts  at  softening  the  conqueror  actu- 
ally made,  without  much  result.  Zedekiah's  life  is'  granted,  but  at 
the  cost  of  his  family's  destruction.  In  the  fourth  act  the  two  kings 
meet,  and  the  captive  pleads  his  own  cause,  but  his  sons  are  never- 
theless led  off  to  an  execution,  the  details  of  which  are  told  by 
the  prophet  in  the  last  act.  Here  Zedekiah,  blinded,  reappears, 
and  is  partially  comforted  for  his  woes  by  the  prophecy  of  the  return 
from  the  Captivity,  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple,  and  the  coining  of 
Christ.  The  opening  of  this  last  scene  will  illustrate  Gamier's 
style : — 

Sid,    Astres  qui  sur  nos  chefs  6temels  flamboyez, 
Begardez  mes  tourmens,  mes  angoisses  voyez. 
Mes  yeux  ne  verront  plus  vostre  lumi^re  belle 
Et  vous  verrez  toujours  ma  passion  cruelle ; 
Vous  me  verrez  un  roi  priv^  de  liberty, 
De  royaume,  d'amis,  d'en£uis  et  de  clart6, 
Qui  vit  si  nus^rable  autour  de  cette  masse : 
Voyez-vous  un  malheur  qui  mon  malheur  surpasse  % 

Le  Fro,    Non,  il  est  infini ;  de  semblable  il  n'a  rien, 

U  en  faut  louer  Dieu  tout  ainsi  que  d'un  bien. 

Sid.    Tousjours  soit  il  b^nist,  et  que  par  trop  d'angoisse 
Jamais  d^sesp^r^  je  ne  le  d^nnoisse. 
Je  sgai  bien  que  le  Fai  mille  fois  irrit^, 
Que  j'ay  trop  justement  mes  peines  m6rit6, 
Que  j'ay  son  ire  esmeue  et  que  par  mon  seul  crime 
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J'ay  incite  an  mal  toute  J^rosolyme. 
Je  suis  cause  de  tout,  je  le  s^ay ;  maiB  ponrquoy 
Me  feit-il  torturer  par  un  pire  que  moy  1 
Par  ce  roy  Chald^en  qui  rien  ne  le  redoute, 
Qui  sa  grace  n'invoque  ain^ois  qui  la  reboute  ? 

Ze  Pro.    Et  ne  s9avez-vouB  pas  qu'il  le  fait  tout  expr^, 
Le  souflfre  en  ses  horreurs  poiu*  le  punir  aprds  % 
II  use  de  sa  dextre  k  venger  son  colore 
Comme  fait  d'une  verge  une  prudente  m^re 
En  vers  son  cher  en&nt,  quand  une  mauvaiti6, 
Qu'il  a  faite  a  quelqu'un  veut  qu'il  soit  chati6. 
Car  apr^  cet  usage  en  la  flamme  on  la  rue, 
Ou  avec  mespris  est  en  pi^es  rompue. 
Ainm  Dieu  vengera  les  massacres  commis 
Par  ce  roi  camader,  bien  qu'il  les  ait  permis. 
Les  maux  qu'il  nous  a  faits  il  lui  S9aura  bien  rendre 
Et  quelquefois  Babylon  sera  mis  en  cendre. 

While  Qumier  was  thus  bringing  the  classical  tragedy  as  Jodelle 
had  imitated  it  from  the  ancients,  and  especially  from  Seneca,  to  the 
greatest  height  it  could  for  the  time  attain,  a  number  of  minor  poets 
were  producing  dramatic  work,  sometimes  based  upon  the  same 
model,  sometimes  tracing  a  more  direct  lineage  to  the  mysteries  which 
stiU  continued,  especially  in  the  provinces,  to  be  performed.  The  pro- 
ductions indeed  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  sixteenth  century  in  France 
merit,  much  more  than  anything  produced  in  England,  the  formid- 
able Polonian  catalogue,  *  tragedy,  comedy,  history,  pastoral,  pastoral- 
comical,  historical -pastoral,  tragical-historical,  tragical -comical, 
historical-pastoral,  scene  undividable  or  poem  unlimited.'  As  a 
specimen  (though,  to  do  French  literature  justice,  it  is  an  extreme 
one)  may  be  quoted  *Le  Ghiysien,'  the  second  title  of  which  is 
'Perfidie  tyrannique  commise  par  Henry  de  Valois  es  personnages 
des  illustrissimes  et  tr^  g^n&reux  Princes  de  Lorraine,  Cardinal  et 
Arch^vesque  de  Rheims  et  Henry  de  Guyse,  grand  maistre  de  France, 
Eclogue  pastorelle  a  onze  personnages  sur  les  mis^res  de  France 
et  la  trte  heureuse  et  tr^s  miraculeuse  d^vrance  du  trda  magnanime 
et  tr^  illustre  Prince  Mgr.  le  due  de  Gnyse.'  Among  the  names  of 
Mathieu,  Leger,  Billard,  Bounin,  Filleul,  and  a  dozen  more  equally 
forgotten,  Jean  de  la  Taille,  brother  of  the  already  mentioned  Jacques, 
deserves  at  least  a  passing  notice.  On  the  touching  subject  of  Bizpah, 
the  daughter  of  Ayah,  and  her  sons  (as  a  poet  of  our  day  has  it), 

'  Dead  in  the  dim  and  lion-haunted  ways/ 

he  wrote  the  tragedy  of  ^  Les  Grabaonites,'  containing  not  a  few 
affecting  scenes,  and  some  attempt  at  carefiil  character  drawing ;  he 
d^rves  especial  credit  for  attempting  to  break  up  the  dialogue 
into  something  at  least  distantly  resembling  an  actual  conversation. 
Among  or  shortly  after  these  mediocrities  and  absurdities  a  really 
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noteworthy  figure  takes  its  place.  This  is  Antoine  de  Montchrestien, 
a  man  of  remarkable  life  and  of  remarkable  works.  Montchrestien 
is  one  of  the  strong  men  who,  living  before  the  tragical  Agamemnon 
of  France,  have  singularly  lacked  celebration*  In  the  somewhat 
sweeping  denunciation  of  early  French  tragedy  which  M..  Jannet,  of 
the  BibUoth^que  Elzevirienne,  has  affixed  to  his  ^Ancien  Th^tre 
Fran^ais,'  his  name  is  not  so  much  as  mentioned.  Ebert,  in  his 
^  Entwicklungsgeschichte  der  Franzosischen  Tragodie,'  passes  him 
by,  and  the  ordinary  short  histories  of  French  literature  leave  him 
entirely  unnoticed.  Only  in  the  *Seizi6me  Sidcle  en  Prance*  of  MM. 
Darmesteter  and  Hatzfeld,  an  excellent  work  published  last  year, 
is  something  like  justice  done  him,  and  even  here  the  singular 
beauty  of  his  choruses  receives  no  mention,  nor  the  fact  that  he  was 
the  first  of  a  long  line  of  tragedians  to  take  the  death  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots  for  a  subject.  Even  in  those  stormy  times  few 
stormier  lives  can  have  been  lived  than  the  life  of  this  Protestant 
dramatist.  He  was  bom  about  1 560,  being  the  son,  it  is  said,  of  a 
surgeon  of  Falaise,  though  somehow  or  other  he  gained  or  took 
the  title  of  Seigneur  de  Yasteville.  He  was  left  an  orphan  and 
robbed  by  his  guardians;  but  succeeded  in  compelling  restitution 
by  force  of  law.  Then  he  quarrelled  with  a  certain  Baron  de  Groui- 
vUle,  was  half  killed  by  him  and  afterwards  again  returning  to  the 
aid  of  the  law,  obtained  the  heavy  damages  of  twelve  thousand  livres. 
Later  he  killed  his  man  in  another  quarrel,  and  had  to  fly  to 
England.  James  I.  (it  is  said  in  gratitude  for  the  tragedy  of 
*  L'Ecossaise  *)  obtained  his  pardon  from  Henry  IV.  and  he  returned. 
He  then  took  to  a  not  very  comprehensible  business,  which  seems  to 
have  included  the  manufactiue  of  cutlery  and,  according  to  his 
enemies,  the  manufacture  of  base  money.  In  tiie  anarchy  of  the 
early  years  of  Louis  XIII.  he  joined  a  Huguenot  rising  in  his  native 
province,  was  killed  in  a  skirmish,  and  after  his  death  was  broken 
on  the  wheel  and  burnt.  The  lives  of  Marlowe  and  Jonson  are 
commonplace  in  comparison  with  this. 

A  speech  of  Elizabeth  from  ^  L'Ecossaise '  and  a  chorus  firom*  the 
play  of  *  La  Cartaginoise,'  one  of  the  many  versions  of  the  story  of 
Sophonisba,  will  show  Montchrestien's  polish  of  style  and  command 
of  rhythm.  It  is  in  these  points  that  the  merit  of  his  dramas 
whoUy  consists.  ^L'Ecossaise'  has  so  little  plot  that  it  is  hardly 
worth  while  even  to  attempt  a  lengthy  analysis  of  it.  It  consists 
almost  entirely  of  monologues  spoken  by  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Davison, 
and  the  maiire  d^hdtdy  who  recites  the  queen's  death,  interspersed 
with  choric  odes  of  considerable  beauty.  The  extracts  tiierefore  may 
be  left  to  speak  for  themselves : — 

Si  done  pour  assurer  mon  6tat  et  ma  vie 

Je  Tai,  m6me  k  regret,  quelque  temps  asservie 

Ne  cberchant  point  sa  mort,  ains  taschant  seulement 

A  dompter  son  audace  et  vivre  assar^ment, 
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Faat-il  qu'une  fureur  de  I'antre  la  transporte, 
£t       me  courir  bus  tout  le  monde  elle  exhorte ) 
Que  oontre  moi  les  miens  elle  tasclie  animer, 
Qu'elle  excite  mon  peuple  et  s'efforce  k  Parmer, 
Bref  que  par  see  attraits  maint  qui  m'^tait  fiddle 
Distrait  de  son  devoir  s'engage  i  sa  oordelle  ? 
0  oosnr  trop  inhumain  pour  si  douce  beauts ! 
Puisque  tu  peuz  couver  tant  de  desloyaut^, 
D'ennui  et  de  despit,  de  fureur  et  d'audace, 
Pourquoy  tant  de  douceur  fais-tu  lire  dans  ta  face  1 
Tes  yeux  qui  tons  lea  coeurs  prennent  k  leurs  appas 
Sans  en  dtre  troublez  verront-ils  mon  tr^pas  ? 


This  I  think  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  tirade  from  the  point  of 
view  of  metre  and  language,  and  not  destitute  of  force,  though  Eliza- 
beth may  be  said  with  some  truth  to  look  at  things  rather  too  much 
from  her  own  side  of  the  shield.  The  chorus  alluded  to  above  runs 
as  foflows  :— 


Oyez  nos  tristes  voix, 
Yous  qui  logez  votre  esp^ranoe  au  monde, 
Yous  dont  Fespoir  sur  ce  roseau  se  fonde, 

Oyez-nous  cette  fois. 

0 !  que  Ton  voit  souvent 
La  gloire  humaine  imiter  la  fleurette, 
Au  poinct  du  jour  joyeuse  et  vermeillette, 

Au  soir  cuite  du  vent. 


Penses-tu  rien  trouver 
Que  le  destin  n'alt^re  d'heure  en  heure  ? 
Bien  que  le  del  ferme  en  son  cours  demeure 

Sa  fin  doit  arriver. 

Le  sceptre  des  grands  rois 
Est  plus  siget  aux  coups  de  la  fortime 
Qu'aux  vents  mutins  les  ondes  de  Neptune, 

Aux  foudres  les  hauls  bois. 

Cessons,  pauvres  humains, 
De  concevoir  tant  d'espdrances  vaines, 
Puisque  aussit6t  les  grandeurs  plus  certaines 

Tombent  hors  de  nos  mains. 


The  matter  of  this  is  of  course  trite  enough;  but  its  manner 
«eeitt8  to  have  something  at  least  of  that  •  organ-tone  *  with  which 


Qui  sur  tons  s'^levoit 
Comme  un  sapin  sur  les  basses  bruy^res, 
Dedans  le  tr6ne  oil  tu  le  vis  nagu^res 

Uk  plus  il  ne  se  voit. 


Ton  regard  est  bien  clair 
S'il  pent  de  lui  remarquer  quelque  trace. 
Le  lustre  humain  comme  un  songe  s'e£&ce, 

Passe  comme  un  6clair. 


^'o.  598  (no,  cxmi.  K.  s.) 
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the  earlier  seventeenth  century  knew  how  to  treat  such  subjects,  and 
of  which  the  French  Calvinists  wwe  not  the  least  skilful  masters. 

While  Montchrestien  was  in  this  manor  illustrating  the  im- 
possibility of  continued  tragedy  cb  la  Cramier,  a  co-religionist  of  his 
was  making  an  experiment  which  had  it  been  followed  up  might 
have  changed  the  whole  course  of  French  drama.    Jean  de  Sch^ 
landre  was  of  a  noble  family  of  Lorraine,  entered  the  anny 
early,  and  served  nearly  all  his  life  on  the  northern  frontiers  of 
France.    He  was  bom  in  1585  or  thereabouts,  and  died  of  wounds 
received  in  battle  in  1635.    His  principal  work  is  ^Tyr  et  Sidon,'  a 
tragi-comedy  of  formidable  proportions,  which  was  twice  printed 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  author  (once  in  1608,  once  in  1628) 
and  then  was  forgotten  until  M.  Charles  Asselineau  called  attention 
to  it  some  five-and- twenty  years  ago,  with  the  satisfactory  result 
that  it  was  reprinted  in  the  Biblioth^que  Elz^virienne.    It  consists  of 
some  five  or  six  thousand  lines,  and  the  original  editor,  Franpois 
Ogier,  seems  to  have  considered  it  at  least  doubtful  whether  it 
would  ever  be  represented  except  in  private  theatricals.    On  reading 
the  play,  however,  one  is  surprised  to  find  it  constructed  far  more 
on  the  model  of  contemporary  English  dramas  than  on  the  accepted 
French  plan,  though  the  influence  of  the  latter  is  apparent  enough. 
The  plot  is  full  of  incident,  which  is  yet  disposed  in  a  not  disorderly 
manner,  and  the  interest  is  essentially  dramatic.  Theneighbouringand 
rival  kings  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  both  possess  young  and  warlike  sons. 
These  princes,  Leontes  and  Belcar,  meet  at  the  head  of  their  troops, 
and  by  accident  both  fall  into  the  power  of  the  enemy,  Leontes 
borne  down  by  sheer  weight  of  numbers,  Belcar  disabled  by  a  severe 
wound.   The  former  is  thus  carried  to  Sidon  and  the  latter  to  Tyre, 
each  serving  as  a  hostage  for  the  other's  good  treatment.  Abdolonymus, 
ICing  of  Sidon,  allows  his  prisoner  complete  liberty  on  parole,  and 
Leontes,  being  of  a  gay  disposition,  frequents  Sidonian  society  and  fidls 
in  love  with  Philoline,  the  young  wife  of  an  old  and  churlish  husband, 
Zorotes.    Assisted  by  his  confidant  Timadon,  who  like  him  is  a 
prisoner,  he  easily  succeeds  in  his  pursuit  of  the  lady.  Unfortunately 
the  jealous  husband  becomes  aware  of  his  dishonour  and  hires  a 
party  of  disbanded  soldiers  to  assassinate  Leontes.    The  prince  drives 
off  his  assailants,  but  is  mortally  wounded,  and  dies,  to  the  great 
regret  and  alarm  of  Abdolonymus,  who  naturally  fears  reprisals  on 
Belcar,  knowing  the  fierce  temper  of  Phamabazus,  the  Tyrian  king. 
Meanwhile  Belcar  is  kept  by  his  wounds  close  prisoner  in  the  palace 
of  Phamabazus,  but  is  tended  by  the  two  princesses  Cassandra  and 
Meliane.    Both  faU  in  love  with  him,  but  he  only  responds  to 
Meliane's  affection.    The  slighted  princess  has  already  had  recourse 
to  her  nurse  Almodice,  when  the  news  arrives  of  the  death  of 
Leontes.    Phamabazus  is  furious  and  wishes  to  put  Belcar  at  once 
to  death,  though  by  form  of  law.    But  the  Tyrian  judges  steadily 
resist  this,  and  for  the  time  the  prince  is  only  ordered  into  closer 
custody.    His  guardian,  Thamys,  however,  is  won  over  by  Mdiane, 
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and  the  prince  is  set  free  by  night,  a  vessel  being  ready  to  carry 
off  him  and  his  beloved.  Now  Almodice  has  an  opportunity  of  carry- 
ing out  her  treason.  Trusted  by  the  guileless  Meliane,  she  substitutes 
CMsandra  for  her  on  board  ship.  Belcar,  discovering  the  cheat, 
refuses  to  continue  in  the  same  vessel  with  Cassandra,  and  throwing 
himself  into  a  skiflf  makes  for  land.  Thereupon  Cassandra  in  despair 
stabs  herself,  leaping  overboard  at  the  same  time.  Her  body  is 
washed  ashore  just  where  Meliane,  who  has  wandered  in  search  of  her* 
fidthless  lover,  as  she  supposes  Belcar  to  be,  is  standing.  She  draws 
the  dagger  from  her  sister's  breast,  and  is  found  in  this  suspicious 
attitude  by  Phamabazus,  who  has  started  in  pursuit.  Without 
listening  to  a  word,  he  accuses  her  of  the  crime  and  sentences  her  to 
instant  execution.  The  news  flies  to  Sidon,  which  Belcar  has  already 
reached ;  but  he  at  once  returns,  arriving  at  the  scaffold  just  in  time 
and  determined  to  clewr  his  mistress  or  die  with  her.  Meanwhile 
an  embassy  from  Abdolonymus  arrives  with  full  proof  of  the  cir- 
(Jumstances  of  Leontes'  death,  while  the  confession  of  Almodice 
clears  Meliane*  Phamabazus,  though  not  too  willingly,  consents  to 
the  restoration  of  harmony  by  the  marriage  of  the  lovers.  The 
punishment  of  Zorotes  and  Almodice  satisfies  poetical  justice  and  the 
manes  of  Leontes  and  his  sister. 

There  are  some  things  no  doubt  to  smile  at  in  this  plot,  but  in 
completeness  and  interest  it  fiu"  exceeds  anything  known  to  the  French 
stage  in  its  own  time.  For  the  first  time,  too,  character  is  presented 
in  a  really  satisfectory  and  moving  fashion.  The  somewhat  frivolous 
bat  generous  and  amiable  Leontes,  a  Valois  all  over,  is  well  contrasted 
with  Belcar,  less  brilliant  biit  more  solid  and  sincere.  Meliane  is  a 
singularly  graceful  and  innocent  vng&nue,  without  being  in  the  least 
milk-and-watery.  The  two  scenes  in  which  she  first  represses  the  too 
great  ardour  of  her  lover,  and  afterwards,  as  he  arrived  breathless  at 
the  foot  of  the  scaffold,  makes  unrestrained  declaration  of  her  love, 
are  charmingly  conceived  and  very  well  expressed.  The  comic  inter- 
ludes, though  not  devoid  of  the  licence  of  the  time,  are  smart  and 
bustling ;  and  the  two  disbanded  bravos,  La  Buine  and  La  Debauche, 
are  particularly  good.  Nor  should  such  incidents  as  the  conduct  of  the 
Tyrian  judges  lack  recogniticai  and  praise  The  great  fault  of  the  play 
is  its  enormous  length,  and  this  length  is  in  great  part  due  to  the 
unlucky  confidant;  Phamabazus  and  Abdolonymus  each  having  a 
gentleman  of  this  description,  with  messengers  to  boot.  As  for  the 
language  it  is  full  of  poetry.  There  is  a  strong  infusion  of  Pl^iade 
pedantry  in  it,  but  an  equally  strong  infusion  of  Pleiade  colour  and 
splendour.  '  Dompte-g&nt '  is  no  doubt  too  much  in  the  manner  of 
Du  Bartas,  and  so  is  ^Le  Charontide  Port.'  But  the  good  side  of 
the  influence  is  shown  in  such  a  vigorous  image  as — 

Le  crespe  de  Vesper  leur  faisait  tant  d'ombrage 
Qu!k  peine  trois  des  siens  virent  son  accident. 
The  general  character  of  the  style  could  only  be  shown  in  a  somewhat 
longer  extract ;  though  it  is  in  single  lines  such  as 
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La  godrre  c'eet  la  foi^  oii  se  font  les  oouronnes, 

that  Sch^landie's  somewhat  unequal  talent  best  displays  itself.  How- 
ever here  is  a  very  pretty  passage.  Meliane,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, has  been  an  Imogen  hitherto  in  coyness;  but  when  Belcar 
joins  her  at  the  scaflfold-foot  she  relents : — 

Odkf  que  de  mes  deux  bras  je  faille  environner, 

Que  n'ay-je  un  myrte  en  main  propre  k  te  couronner  1 

0  mon  par&dt  amy !  ma  m^fiance  fausse 

De  ta  fidelity  le  m^rite  rehausse, 

Baise-mol  nulle  fois.    Ma  joie  en  sa  grandemr 

Comme  un  petit  objet  m^prise  la  pudeur. 

I  have  the  fear  of  Molifire  before  my  eyes  as  much  as  anybody; 
but  I  must  admit  that  I  feel  towards  this  ya  very  much  as  Armande 
and  Belise  pretended  to  feel  towards  Qrwiqu^on  die.  I  have  only 
room  for  one  more  citation,  the  utterance  of  a  happy  lover  leaving 
his  beloved : — 

dentils  globes  de  feu,  brillans  k  mille  pointes, 
Qui  d'aspects  ^loign^  et  d'influences  jointes 
Enclinez  puissamment  nos  esprits  et  nos  corps 
Aux  premiers  mouvements  qu'ils  poussent  en  dehors ; 
Chers  joyaux  dont  la  nuit  pare  sa  voile  sombre 
D'un  melange  subtil  de  lumi^re  dans  Tombre ; 
Beaux  caractires  d'or  oii  les  doctes  esprits 
Trouvent  tous  nos  destins  lisiblement  Merits ; 
Bluettes  du  soleil,  que  j'aime  votre  flamme 
Puisqu'eUe  a  tel  rapport  k  oelle  de  mon  kme, 
Yous  paraissez  de  nuit  et  vous  cachez  de  jour, 
Mais  toi^'ours  sans  repos,  ainsi  fait  mon  amour. 
Yous  estes  tous  ardents  et  n*eschauffez  personne, 
Ainsi  briile  mon  ooenr  en  mon  corps  qui  Mssoime. 
Yous  estes  k  souhait  au  oomble  de  tous  biens, 
Moi  je  suis  parvenu  jusqu'au  oomble  des  miens. 

Like  most  verse  this  smacks  somewhat  of  the  &ncies  and  conceits  of 
the  time,  but  it  has  great  merit  notwithstanding. 

Sch^landre  had  no  imitators,  and  as  £eu*  as  we  know  exerdaed  no 
influence.  It  was  far  otherwise  with  Alexandre  Hardy  (i  560-1631). 
Hardy  was  the  first  of  the  eminent  playwrights  rather  than  dramatists 
of  whom  France  has  produced  so  many.  He  was  regularly  engaged 
as  author  by  different  troops  of  actors,  and  the  number  of  pieces 
which  he  wrote  is  sometimes  put  as  high  as  eight  hundred,  and  never 
lower  than  five  hundred.  A  play  was  to  Hardy  a  week's  work,  and 
his  tariff  was  the  modest  sum  of  fifty  crowns.  Some  thirty  or  forty  of 
his  pieces,  including  a  series  of  dramatisations  of  the  Theagenes  and 
Charicleia  of  Heliodorus,  remain  in  print,  and  enable  us  to  form  a 
good  idea  of  their  author.  He  was  evidently,  like  most  of  his  English 
contemporaries,  a  man  of  considerable  reading  and  scholarship;  and  he 
took  his  subjects,  and  sometimes  a  little  more,  wherever  he  chose. 
The  Spanish  stage  supplied  him  with  much  material,  and  to  a  certain 
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extent  with  models.  His  work  is  not — ^and  from  the  circumstances  of 
its  production  could  be  hardly  be  expected  to  be — of  much  literary 
value.  His  incidents  vei7  often,  and  his  language  almost  always,  are 
extravagant,  sometimes  to  the  verge  of  the  preposterous.  But  he 
withstood  the  growing  taste  for  what  were  called  pointeaj  smart 
antithetic  sayings,  and  he  had  the  knack  of  presenting  situations,  if 
not  character,  effectively  enough,  and  of  carrying  his  audience  with 
him.  He  departed  somewhat  widely  from  the  Jodelle-Gamier  model, 
but  only  so  far  as  to  make  that  model  acceptable  to  miscellaneous 
audiences.  Thus  ^  Mariamne,'  his  best  play^  takes  rank  rather  with  ^  Le 
Comte  d'Essex'  and  ^Mademoiselle  de  Belle-Isle'  than  with  ^PhMre' 
or  ^Hemani,'  and  its  author  rather  with  Thomas  Corneille  and  Alex- 
andre Dumas  than  with  Badne  or  Hugo.  He  deserves,  however,  the 
credit  of  having  made  the  French  drama  possible  as  an  acting 
medium.  It  was,  as  we  have  seen,  becoming  more  and  more  suitable 
(mly  for  reading  and  recitation,  and  his  great  experience  and  immense 
fecundity  helped  to  rescue  it  from  this  &te.  He  is,  therefore,  in  one 
sense  the  most  important  figure  in  the  pre-Comelian  theatre  of  France, 
but  that  sense  is  by  no  means  a  literary  one.  Yet  for  the  sake  of  his 
I»nictical  services  it  may  be  well  to  give  a  short  extract  from  ^  Mari- 
amne,'  with  a  brief  argument  of  the  play 

^Marianme'  opens,  according  to  a  classical  habit  which  had  taken 
too  firm  hold  of  the  French  stage,  with  the  ghost  of  Aristobnlus,  who 
indulges  in  strong  invective  against  Herod,  the  enemy  and  butcher  of 
his  house.  Then  in  the  first  act  the  king  is  introduced  alternating 
between  fits  of  rage  at  Mariamne's  coldness,  and  fits  of  ardent  affection 
for  her.  Pherore  and  Salome  his  sister  endeavour  to  stimulate  the 
former  feeling.  The  second  act  introduces  Mariamne  herself,  whose 
indignation  against  Herod  for  the  murder  of  her  relations  is  as  high 
as  his  indignation  with  her,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  her 
nurse  to  cahn  her.  Meanwhile  Salome  is  elsewhere  tampering  with 
Herod's  cupbearer,  endeavouring  to  induce  him  to  accuse  Mananme 
of  instigating  him  to  poison  the  king.  The  still  more  formidable 
charge  of  adultery  is  also  brought  against  her  by  the  machinations  of 
Pherore.  At  last  she  is  summoned  into  the  presence  of  the  king,  and 
though  she  proudly  denies  both  the  accusations  against  her,  her  lan- 
guage is  not  calculated  to  pacify  him.  Her  final  refusal  to  beg  for 
mercy  is  a  good  example  of  Hardy's  rather  exaggerated  but  still 
forcible  declamation,  and  of  the  classical  and  mythological  common- 
places with  which  he  loads  and  overloads  it : — 


Lorsque  je  changeray  de  parole  ou  de  £ace, 
Barbare,  en  volenti  de  mendier  ta  grace, 
Lorsque  je  m'oubliray  tant  que  de  reoourir 
Au  bourreau  de  mon  sang  de  crainte  de  mouiir^ 
Thetis  done  perdra  Tordinaire  amertume, 
Phcebus  ira  s'^teindre  oil  sa  lampe  s'alltune, 
Z^phyre  accoutum^  de  suivre  le  printemps 
Soufdera  quand  lliiver  nous  h^risse  les  champs, 
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Les  oorbeaxuc  ydteront  du  dgne  le  plumage, 
PhilomMe  avec  eox  ^changeant  de  ramage. 

le  presume  pas>  sangninaire  felon, 
Avant  je  supplierois  un  Scythe  on  un  (Men. 
Corsaire  Idiun6en  !  race  ignoble !  n'estime 
Que  Mariamne  meure  autre  que  magnanime, 
Que  pouvant  de  soy-m^me  elle  n*eut  enterr6 
'        Tes  l^hea  cruaut^s  dans  ton  flanc  enferr^, 
Qu'elle  n'eiit  accompli  ce  que  tu  lui  supposes, 
Bus  done :  &y-moi  mourir.    H  semble  que  tu  n'oses ! 

Tlie  challenge  is  accepted.  In  a  tenq>e8t  of  rage  the  king  orders 
his  rebellious  wife's  death,  and  the  last  act  gives  us  the  recital  of  the 
execution  by  the  inevitable  messenger,  and  the  remorse  which  at 
once  overwhelms  Herod.  The  dramatic  merit  of  the  play  consists 
almost  entirely  in  the  skill  with  which  the  king's  oonflieting  feelings 
are  brought  out. 

The  first  quarter  of  the  seventeenth  century  produced  a  lacjre 
number  of  dramatic  poets,  whose  very  names  are  not  worth  mratioo- 
ing«  But  Th^ophile  de  Viau  demands  in  this  connection,  as  in 
others,  some  notice.  Excluding  the  doubtful  'Pasiphae,'  his  one 
dramatic  work  is  the  tragedy  of '  Pyrame  et  Thisb^.'  Qautier  in  the 
charming  essay  which  as  he  declares  he  wrote  to  show  that  a  person 
named  llieophile  could  not  be  so  bad  a  poet  as  they  made  out  De 
Viau  to  be,  has  not  said  much  about  these  two  plays,  nor  is  tiiis 
wonderful  to  those  who  have  read  them.  They  contain,  like  most 
of  Ih^phile's  work,  a  great  deal  of  very  admirable  verse.  TSiot  is 
the  ^  Pasiphae '  as  alarming  as  its  title  and  subject  might  suggest. 
But  if  we  compare  ^  Pyrame  et  Thisb6 '  with  the  more  celebrated 
drama  on  that  subject  which  was  once  acted  before  the  Athenian 
Court,  iJne  advantage  in  dramatic  interest  must,  I  think,  rest  with  the 
latter*  Th^ophile's  play  is  full  of  the  old  &ults,  superabundance  of  ' 
talk  and  deficiency  of  action,  while  its  language  is  too  often  marked 
by  the  jaffectation  which  the  literieary  coteries  of  the  time  were  already  ^ 
beginning  to  render  fiushionable.  Of  the  contemporaries  and  im- 
mi^liate  followers  of  De  Viau  there  is,  as  I  have  said,  little  need  to 
speak  here,  and  indeed  we  have  already  reached  the  limits  of  our 
periods  A  year  or  two  after,  the  death  of  De  Viau,  Comeille's 
^  M^lite '  appeared.  It  was  preceded  by  some  work  of  contempcwy 
poets,  who  (especially  Mairet  and  Botrou)  are  worth  attention.  But 
Botrou,  even  in  his  first  imperfect  attempts,  is  not  a  person  to  be 
dismissed  with  brief  notice,  and  he,  as  well  as  others  of  his  rivals,  are 
rather  companions  of  Comeille  than  his  predecessors.  The  influ^ces 
which  worked  on  them  were  identical  with  those  which  worked  on 
him,  and  though  he  himself  acknowledged  Botrou's  priority,  the 
relations  of  pupil  and  master  were  very  soon  reversed.  Hardy  is  the 
last,  as  he  is  also,  in  some  ways,  the  most  important,  of  the  early 
French  dnunatists  who  can  properly  be  said  to  be  before  Comeille. 

The  foregoing  summary  of  iJie  most  remarkable  tragic  work 
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betwera  Jodelle  and  GomeiUe  is  not  int^ed — some  peofde  may  say 
that  it  is  not  calculated — ^to  tempt  imyone  to  expl<»re  this  peurt  of 
literature  for  himself.  Not  many  of  the  authors  noticed  have 
attained  the  honours  of  recent  impression,  and  in  the  italic  type  of 
the  tiny  volumes  which  for  the  most  part  contain  them  they  are 
more  fitted  to  attract  the  bibliomaniac  than  the  reader.  Nor,  perhaps, 
is  French  tragedy,  even  in  its  most  perfect  forms,  sufficiently  attrac- 
tive, to  Englishmen  to  induce  them  to  study  it  in  forms  which  are 
and  most  be  admitted  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  imperfect.  Never- 
thdess,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  at  least  sufficient  interest,  in- 
trinsio  and'  collateral,  in  this  chapt^  of  literature,  for  it  to  deserve 
some  exploration  and  report  fi^m  those  whose  business  or  pleasure  it 
is  to  inisit  the  omor  as  well  as  the  trii(h  of  the  field  of  letters.  In 
the  first  place,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out,  its  merits,  if  not 
always  specially  or  genuinely  dramatic,  are  by  no  means  inconsider- 
aUe.  But  the  interest  of  these  dramatists  in  connection  with  their 
greater  successors  deserves  less  negative  epithets.  For  my  part  I  am 
unable  to  recognise  a  real  break  in  the  ^tyle  and  manner  of  fVeneh 
tragedy  firom  the  Idme  when  Jodelle  uttered  its  first  hesitating 
accents  to  the  time  when  those  accents,  st^  more  hesitating,  perished 
with  Soumet  and  Delavigne,  and  gave  way  to  cJreme.  No  doubt 
the  p(nnt0  in  which  this  omilarity  chiefly  consists  w^e  to  some 
extent  suggested  by  the  ancients,  and  especially  by  Seneca.  But  it 
is  almost^^  if  not  quite,  a  unique  thing  in  literature  that  such  an  im^ 
portation  should  leave  such  durable  traces  upon  a  language  and  a 
Uteraiure  sa  rich  and  already  so  storied  and  characteristic  as  the 
language  and  literatove  of  France  in  tiie  sixteenth  century^  There 
most  have  been  something  strangely  appropriate  in  the  new  soil  to 
which  the  seedling  was  transplanted^  some  singular  sympathy  between 
the  old  bottles  and  the  new  wine  to  make  the  experiment  so  successfdl. 
No  doubt  the  work  of  -  the  century  we  have  surveyed  was  to  a  very 
great  extent  tentative  woork.  The  forgotten  plays  I  have  mentioned 
weie  in  some  sort  the  rough  drafts  of  Fi^ench  tragedy,  and  deserved,' 
parhaps^  to  be  foi^Otten  by  those  who  possess  its  definite  and  de- 
liberate examples,  but  we  may  justly  remember  that  those  who 
produced  the  more  perfect  work  had  the  imperfect  before  them,  and 
thattbqr  beyond  all  question  profited  both  by  its  excellences  and  its 
defidcts.  Independently  of  definite  borrowings  (which  are  but  of 
small' accoimt  on  a  sound  theory  of  criticism)^  it  is  certain  that  with^- 
oat  the  experiments  of  the  series  of  poets  just  catalogued  we  should 
have  had  neither  Comeille  nor  Eacinew  It  has  been  observed  by 
Sainte*Beave  as  a  remarkable  thing,  that  in  the  great  disputes  which 
took  place  about  dramatic  theories  in  the  days  of  the  ^Cid,'  no 
reference  was  made  to  the  earlier  dramatic  poets,  some  of  whom  were 
scarcely  cold  in  their  graves.  But  the  chief  combatants  on  that 
occasion  were  not  persons  likely  to  quote  vernacular  authors  when 
th^  could  invoke^the  important  names  of  Aristotle  and  Horace.  The 
practice  of  dramatists  themselves  tells  a  difierent  story.    The  theatre 
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of  Hardy,  deficient  as  it  is,  undoubtedly  fpnned  all  his  successors  by 
the  influences  either  of  imitation  or  judicious  improvement.  Hardy^ 
on  the  other  hand,  though  deservedly  looked  upon  as  the  second 
founder  of  French  drama,  was  unquestionably  governed  in  his  practice 
by  the  results  of  his  predecessor's  experiments  no  less  than  by  his 
Spanish  models.  In  him  and  in  his  two  contemporaries,  SchSandre 
and  Montchrestien,  we  find  the  three  forms  of  tragedy  possible  after 
Garnier  to  writers  who  do  not  choose  wholly  to  almndon  (Jamier's 
model.  We  do  not  find,  though  in  Sch^landre  there  is  some  approach 
to  it,  the  unfettered  tragedy  which  as  in  England  independent  effort 
would  have  enabled  men  fer  inferior  in  intellect  and  culture  to 
produce.  The  spell  of  the  classical  forms  as  construed  by  the 
dramatists  of  the  Pleiade  is  on  all  of  them,  while,  again  to  go  back- 
wards, the  connection  of  these  with  one  another  is  too  obvious  ever 
to  Jiave  been  denied.  Let  us  now  reverse  this  process  and  see  what 
alterations  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  period. 

In  Jodelle,  tragedy  assumes  very  much  the  character  wUdi  it 
must  have  had  in  its  earliest  days.  ^Cl^patre'  and  ^Didon'are 
little  more  than  chains  of  monologue  broken  or  joined,  whichever 
metaphor  be  preferred,  by  choric  odes  at  first  constructed  upon  a 
stricUy  antique  modeL  The  same  character,  varied  a  Uttle  by  the 
idiosyncrasy  of  the  writers,  is  noticeable  in  Gr^vin,  La  Perouse,  La 
Taille,  and  all  the  rest  of  ihem.  But  the  tendency  is  always  towards 
greater  restriction  and  regularity.  The  alexandrine  becomes  obliga- 
tory, and  the  alternation  of  masculine  and  feminine  rhymes  (so  gratd[ul 
to  all  French  ears  and  so  unintelligible  to  most  English)  is  by  degrees 
rigidly  observed.  This  model  comes  to  a  climax  in  Gamier,  who 
however  makes  little  alteration  in  its  main  details.  The  chorus  is 
still  of  the  greatest  importance,  so  great  that  in  ^  Bradamante,'  which 
for  some  reason  or  other  is  not  provided  with  it,  the  stage  manager  is 
begged  to  have  the  omission  supplied  in  case  of  representation.  In 
Gtmoier's  best  plays  the  monologue  is  perhaps  not  so  conspicuous  as 
in  his  less  adroit  predecessors,  and  even  where  it  prevails  the  excellence 
of  his  tragic  style — justly  extolled  by  Konsard — ^partly  carries  off  its 
defects,  while  the  important  introduction  of  the  confidant  supplies  an 
easy  method  of  varying  and  relieving  it.  Of  action  in  the  sense  in 
which  we  understand  action  in  English  drama  there  is  still  Uttle  or 
nothing.  What  happens  happens  for  the  most  part  off  the  stage,  and 
is  recounted  by  messengers  and  such  like  mediums.  Thus  the 
opportunity  of  developing  character,  as  our  dramatists  were  able  to 
develop  it,  under  the  many-sided  aspects  of  frequently  changed 
incidents,  does  not  present  itself  at  all.  The  author  is  still  able  to 
give  a  general  complexion  to  his  principal  personages  and  to  maintain 
that  complexion  twnJt  bien  que  mat  in  their  speeches.  But  he  cannot 
make  them  live,  because  they  have  for  the  most  part  nothing  to  do, 
and  living  without  doing  is  not  living. 

This  difficulty  the  three  poets  we  have  menti<Hied,  who  represent 
most  strikingly  the  tragic  work  of  the  first  quarter  of  tiiie  seventeenth 
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century,  attacked  in  different  ways.  Montchrestien,  the  earliest,  did 
not — ^if  the  contradiction  may  be  pardoned — attack  it  at  all.  The 
chomses  of  this  model  of  tragedy — Sainte-Beuve  has  remarked  it  before 
me — ^had  a  constant  tendency  to  excel  the  dialogue  or  monologue  in 
literary  merit.  Montchrestien  has  left  us  perhaps  the  best  work  of 
the  kind  which  exists  in  French.  His  choruses  have  caught  perfectly 
the  tone  of  those  of  Euripides,  and  deal  with  the  philosophy  of  human 
life  in  a  manner  which  unfriendly  critics  may  call  trite,  Imt  which  is 
remarkable  as  verse  for  artful  construction  and  musical  effect.  So 
also  his  alexandrines  are  both  artful  and  musical,  and  his  characters 
are,  as  far  as  monologue  will  let  them  show  themselves,  touchingly 
conceived.  But  as  plays,  as  mirrored  portions  of  active  and  actutd 
life,  they  are  in  no  way  advances  upon  those  of  Gtimier,  perhaps  they 
are  even  inferior  to  them.  Sch^andre,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the 
remarkable  work  already  noticed,  revolts  against  the  classical  model 
to  the  utmost  extent  possible  to  one  who  does  not  choose  to  break 
with  it  altogether.  He  ignores  the  unities,  he  dismisses  the  chorus  as, 
a  useless  encumbrance,  he  imports  vigorous  and  varied  action  into 
his  work.  There  is  positive  interest  in  it,  and  one  looks  with  some 
eagerness  to  see  how  matters  will  go  off,  while  the  characters  have 
the  like  action,  variety,  and  vigour,  and  the  tragi-comic  interludes 
are  happily,  if  somewhat  audaciously,  interspersed.  But  with  these 
good  gifts  he  has  still  the  defects  of  his  model,  and  the  union  of 
merits  and  defects  produces  one  special  defect,  which  is  capital.  He 
oicumbers  himself  with  what  is  to  him  quite  unnecessary,  the  lumber 
of  confidants,  messengers,  and  subordinate  people,  who  are  good  for 
nothing  but  to  talk  and  be  talked  to,  instead  of  allowing  the  action 
to  take  place  on  the  stage.  This  mode  of  handling  a  decidedly  fuU 
subject  has,  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  resulted  in  a  play  of  por- 
tentous length,  which  was  in  all  probability  never  acted  at  all,  and 
which  in  the  acting  version  suggested  by  the  editor  requires  division 
into  two  parts,  and  an  immense  amount  of  cutting  down  besides.  It 
was  not  likely  that  Hardy,  who  never  wrote  except  for  immediate 
representation,  would  fiall  into  this  mistake.  His  fifty  crowns  apiece 
would  soon  have  &iled  him  if  he  had.  Nor  on  the  other  hand  would 
the  mere  monologues  of  Gamier  and  Montchrestien  any  more  satisfy 
his  audiences.  His  plan,  therefore,  was,  without  breaking  entirely 
with  the  method  of  his  predecessors,  to  infuse  more  interest  into  his 
pieces.  He  chose  his  subjects  everywhere,  but  he  took  care  to  choose 
an  interesting  if  an  improbable  situation.  This  situation  he  brought 
out  by  the  aid  of  occasionally  violent  incident,  by  smartly  interchanged 
and  shortened  dialogue,  and  above  all  by  the  use  of  forcible,  although 
sometimes  bombastic,  language.  His  pieces  were  not  intended  to 
last,  and  apparently,  &om  the  small  selection  which  he  published  in 
half  a  dozen  very  pretty  volumes,  were  seldom  intended  to  be  read. 
He  gave  them,  therefore,  just  enough  interest  to  enable  them  to  strut 
their  hour  and  no  more.  A  central  situation  and  vigorous  language 
summed  up  his  ideas  of  the  necessary. 
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Tb^nre  is  nothing,  as  it  sterns  to  'me,  in  tiie  most  deservedly 
admired -works  of  the  seventeenth  century  which  cannot  be  traced  to 
the  practice  of  one  or  other  of  these  poets,  though  the  merits  may  be 
very  greatly  enhanced  and  the  defects  proportionately  softened.  What 
are  the  faidts  which  an  English  audience  or  an  English  reader  finds 
now  with  *  PhMre'  and '  Berenice,'  with  Polyeucte '  and  *  Ginna'  ?  They 
are,  if  I  mistake  not,  deficiency  of  action,  lack  of  romantic  interest, 
exUfaiiion  of  character  in  a  limited  and  monotonous  light,  tendency 
to  declamation  and  mere  recital*  ^lienever  an  interest  has  been 
created  for  these  works  on  our  dde  of  the  Channel,  it  has  been 
through  the  exakatiom  of  single  parts  by  actors  or  actresses  of 
vigorous  personality.  The  plays,  as  plays,  have  never  satisfied  us. 
Now  kU  dbiese  faults  are  distinctly  traceable  in  our  authors,  and,  what 
is  more,  are  traceable  to  the  method  which  they  employed,  and 
wbieh^  with  subcessive  improvements,  their  successors  employed,  like- 
wise. On  the  other  hand,  the  merits  of  the  heroic  tragedy,  though 
less  oimous  in  the  work  w.e  have  surveyed,  are  there  notwithstanding. 
The  adroit  utiliisation  of  single  and  not  complicated  situations,  the 
strt^ng  presentment  of  particUlfKr  and  lindited  {diases  of  character  and 
conduct,  the  use  of  harmonious  verse  and  brilliant  declamation  to 
make  up  for  other  defects — these  are  the  merits  of  the  form«  It 
need^,  doubtless,  the  gemusiof  Botrou,  and  ComeiUe^  and  JBaoine  to 
bring' tlMn  out  in  full  lustre ;  but — ^let  it  be  once  more  repotted— it 
needed  the  &ults,  the  experiments,  and  the  partial  successes  of  tlieir 
forerunners  to  show  that  genius  what  to  relinquish  and  irtiat  to 
attempt. 
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A  Village  Idyll. 

TFUS  the  quiet  eve  of  a  northern  Spring :  the  village  eleepei  in  the 
X  ran 

That  flames  in  the  west  as  fiEtir  as  when  the  world  was  new  begpm.; 
Tmi  Labour  lays  his  tools  ^de  aad  hk  cmnped  soul  waims  with . 
mirth 

As  he  lingers  out  in  the  cool  Spring  wind  to  lookmthe  lovely  eartkfe ' 
For  the  crocus  gleams  in  the  garden-plots,  primroses  shine  on  theleas^ 
And  &intly,  slowly,  like  ga^ring  flame,  the  green  ,  tint  gaim  on 
the  trees. 

The  swallow  has  come  from  ttbe;fiOutiL.  onoe  more  to  live  liur  his 

last  year's  nest,  -  . 

For  his  hearty  too,  dings  to  the  olden  things  and  the  plaoes  his 

youth  knew  best:  ....  i  i 

The  new-bom  bee  is  out  in  the  fields — he  is  labouring,  too,  as  we, 
To  gamer  £ruit  thro'  the  sunshine. hours  for  days  he  shall  mver  see; 
And  the  heart  of  man,  on  this  eve  of  spring,  is  glad,  and  he  kmows 

not  why,  ^       :  i  -  .  t 

Bui  be  feels  that  to  live  is  a  lovely  thing,  tho':  at  last  heiiaust 

&deanddie. 

Tli6  rooks  in  solemn  counoil  all  are  met  cki  the  beeches  seven  . 
That  crown  the  middle  hillock  green  where  the  kirk  paints  up  to 
'    the  heaven : 

Wide  over  the  nestling  village  rings  the  din  of  their  loud  debate 
Tis  a  question  of  serious  import  siira^— a  .  matter  that  touches  the*  . 

state!  .  V 

Down  there  in  the  quaint  and  stiBggling  istreet  a  grofup  of .  thet 

wise  men  stand — 
The  rustic  senate^and  speak  de^  .  words  of  the  war  aad  the. 

state  of  the  land : 
And  nigh,  on  the  grass  of  the  village  green,  the  laughing  cbildreiL . 

play. 

Filled  foil  of  the  season's  rt^turouar  life  land  glad  for  the  gift  of  a'l 
day: 

By  their  open  doors,  with  fEtces  pale'  made  sweet  with  sorrow  and 
love. 

Linger  the  women  a-knitting  and  look  to  the  kirkyard'  slope 
above^ —  »  . 

At  his  shining  window  that  looks  to  the  west  the  village  teacher 
sits; 

Now  fixes  his  eyes  on  the  sunset  skies — now  reads  in  bis  book  by  fits. 
Ifeis  old  and  shnmken  before  his  time  tod.  the  lines,  of  hisrtfain 
cheek  tell 
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Of  early  sorrows  his  heart  keeps  locked  away  in  its  secret  cell ; 
They  have  ceased  to  pain ;  he  has  conquered  them  ;  they  have  left 

but  a  silent  trace 
In  the  gentle  shadow  that  sometimes  moves  so  softly  over  his  face. 
He  turns  firom  his  page  to  the  sun-haired  boy  who  cons  his  task  by 

his  side. 

And  a  strange  light  dawns  in  his  dewy  eyes — ^is  it  sadness,  I  wonder, 
or  pride  ? 

<  Lay  past  your  book '  he  begins,  and  the  boy  starts  up  in  a  glad 
gurpris^ 

But  he  checks  his  heart  at  the  earnest  look  that  dwells  in  his  &ther^8 
eyes — 

*  I  have  thought,  my  boy,  as  I  looked  to-night  on  the  new  world 

spread  for  the  spring, 
And  heard  the  delight  that  the  children  make  now  winter  hath  taken 

wing — 

I  have  thought  as  I  heard  their  voices  blithe — so  £Eist  on  my  track 
they  pour — 

That  the  change  of  the  earthly  seasons  soon  will  touch  me  nevermore. 
But  I  would  not  darken  your  bright  young  soul  with  the  mystical 

shadow  of  Death : 
Rejoice  in  your  youth — ^we  are  given  but  once  that  period  of  precious 

breath; 

Yet  I  who  must  finish  my  journey  soon  have  somewhat  indeed  to  say 
To  you  who  are  setting  your  untired  feet  to  traverse  the  same  life-way. 
I  do  not  murmur — I  have  not  sunk  at  least  by  the  strife  opprest : 
Chriefs  I  have  gained  when  I  looked  for  joys :  who  knows  in  truth 
what  is  best  ? 

Some  lives  I  have  sought  to  solace  at  least,  some  lonely  souls  to 
be&iend : 

Much  wrong — some  good  I  have  lived  to  do,  and  now  I  can  fsEu^  the 
end. 

For  trust  me,  boy,  when  your  eyes  are  met  by  the  earnest  eyes  of 
Death, 

What  good  hast  thou  done  with  thy  life  ? — is  indeed  what  the  voice 

of  the  spirit  saitb. 
The  counsel  of  bloodless  age,  I  know,  sounds  harsh  in  the  ears  of 

youth : 

It  may  be  each  for  himself  thro'  pain  and  error  must  find  the  truth. 
Some  time  at  least  thou  shalt  know,  my  boy,  if  ignorant  yet  thou  art. 
No  end  that  is  shut  in  self  can  bring  content  to  a  human  heart ; 
Nor  withering  pleasure  nor  golden  treasure  can  heal  its  inmiortal 
ache, 

But  a  will  that  strains  to  the  goal  of  good  will  the  world  one 
splendour  make. 

Tis  a  truth  that  gleams  thro'  the  radiant  cloud  of  the  tale  that  the 

bright  Greeks  told, 
How  vainly  the  tempest  of  warrior  kings  round  the  walls  of  Hiurn 

rolled: 
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For  they  sought  sweet  Helen  Vdth  labour  and  blood  in  the  blind  hot 
fever  of  fight, 

But  she  by  the  calm  of  the  ancient  Nile  walked  crowned  with  the 
lotus  white.' 

So  strive  men  blindly,  and  trust  from  power  or  pleasure  Content  to 
win. 

But  she  in  a  home  of  quiet  air  dwells  far  from  struggle  and  sin. 
Ah  me  I  how  the  noise  of  their  empty  lives  in  my  hearing  now  but 
seems 

The  foolish  babble  of  children  lost  in  a  dim  confusion  of  dreams  I 
But  the  light  is  failing  low  in  the  world  as  the  life  ebbs  out  in  me, 
And  the  shadows  gather  and  grow  amain  like  the  tides  of  the  last 
great  sea: 

0  clear  in  the  core  of  the  darkness  shine,  thou  steadfast  light  of  the 
soul, 

Hofwever  the  days  throng  down  into  death,  however  the  seasons  roll !' 
The  lost  day  dropt  in  the  gulf  of  night,  his  words  in  the  silence  deep. 
And  the  holy  stars  came  out  to  watch  as  the  village  sank  to  sleep. 


In  cool  high  boughs  the  clamorous  rooks  confer ; 

Hark,  from  below,  the  children's  echoing  mirth ! 
Mild  the  young  Spring ;  in  all  the  air  astir 

The  subtle  sense  of  a  renewing  earth. 

This  is  the  spot  where  now  they  slumber ;  see 
The  lichened  letters  of  the  father's  name ; 

Nature  is  busy  with  them  silently, 

O'ermastering  powerless  man's  imeasy  aim. 

The  youth  ?    He  left  the  village  for  the  town. 
Made  a  great  fortune — so  the  people  say ; 

And  a  fair  wife  came  graciously  to  crown 
His  lot  with  love  ;  till  on  an  evil  day 

She  died,  and  he  was  childless  and  alone. 

Thereon  he  left  the  city  and  returned 
To  his  old  birthplace,  and  beneath  this  stone 

Sleeps  with  his  father  quietly  inumed. 

His  wealth  he  left  to  folk  in  pain  and  need  : 
Even,  living  here,  their  woes  would  oft  release. 

It  was  not  always  so,  they  say  indeed. 
I  cannot  tell.   Let  the  dead  rest  in  peace. 

J.  MoRbath. 


"  oW  Xk€o  xipyaiM  Tpotaf, — Slesichcrus* 
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Partridges  and  Politics. 

*  A  S  the  birds  were  pretty  plentiful,^  and  partridge-shooting  is, 
XjL  ^  it  were,  the  duty  of  an  English  gentleman  of  statesman- 
like propensities,  Sir  Pitt  Crawley,  the  first  shock  of  grief  over, 
went  out  a  little  and  partook  of  that  diversion  in  a  white  hat  with 
crape  round  it.' 

We  all  know  how  profound  a  politician  was  Sir  Pitt  Crawley, 
and  the  above  quotation  from  *  Vanity  Fair '  will  serve  very  well, 
therefore,  to  introduce  the  subject  of  this  article.  It  is  a  curious 
circumstance  that  although  partridge- shooting  is  now  .the  most 
generally  diffused  and  most  popular  of  all  the  sports  of  the  trigger, 
the  partridge  nevertheless  seems  to  have  been  the  last  of  our 
game  birds  to  become  food  for  powder.  It  is  not  known  with  any 
certainty  when  shooting  flying  first  came  into  vogue.  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  who  is  not  very  likely  to  be  mistaken  on  such  a  point, 
tells  us  of  Boger  Wildrake*  shooting  woodcocks  in  the  year  1650; 
but  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  for  at  least  eighty  years  after 
this  date,  the  common  mode  of  taking  partridges  was  by  netting 
them.  Pope  in  *  Windsor  Forest,'  written  in  17049  describes  the  death 
of  the  whirring  pheasant,  the  lonely  woodcock,  and  the  clamorous 
lapwing  before  the  tube  of  the  ^  unwearied  fowler.'  But  the  covey  is 
taken  in  the  ^  swelling  net,'  which  is  cautiously  extended  over  them, 
just  as  the  eager  sons  of  Albion  approach  some  thoughtless  garrison 
till  the  closing  lines  gradually  inv^  it. 

Sudden  they  seize  the  amazed,  defenceless  prize, 
And  high  in  air  Britannia's  standard  flies. 

Addison,  writing  seven  years  afterwards,  says  of  Sir  Roger  de 
Coverley  that  he  has  in  his  youthful  days  taken  forty  covfeys  of  par- 
tridges in  a  season,  which  clearly  means  that  he  had  netted  them, 
though  Sir  Roger  speaks  of  one  of  his  neighbours  as  being  *  a  very 
worthy  man  who  shoots  flying,'  as  if  partridges  were  then  only 
beginning  to  be  shot,  and  as  if,  moreover,  the  art  of  shooting  flying 
was  of  more  modem  date  than  the  Commonwealth.  Thomson  in 
his  *  Autumn,'  which  was  published  in  1 730,  though  he  describes 
the  net  as  still  the  ordinary  engine  for  the  dei^ruction  of  partridges, 
tells  us  that  the  gun  was  carried  at  the  same  time,  to  give  the 
sportsman  a  chance  at  such  birds  as  might  happen  to  escape  the 
meshes.  Thomson's  whole  description  is  so  lively  and  accurate  that 
our  readers,  we  are  sure,  will  pardon  us  for  reproducing  it. 

How,  in  his  mid  career,  the  spaniel,  struck 
Stiff  by  the  tainted  gale,  with  open  nose, 


>  Unfortunately  not  the  case  this  season ;  but  when  this  article  was  written  t^e 
prospect  did  not  seem  so  bad. 
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Ontstretohed  and  finely  sensible,  draws  fall 
Fearful  and  cautious  on  the  latent  prey, 
As  in  the  sun  the  circling  coTey  bask 
Their  varied  plumes,  and,  watchful  every  way, 
Through  the  rough  stubble  turn  the  secret  eye. 
Caught  in  the  meshy  snare,  in  vain  they  beat 
Their  idle  wings,  entangled  more  and  more : 
Nor  on  the  surges  of  the  boundless  air, 
Though  borne  triumphant,  are  they  safe  j  the  gun, 
Glan^  just  and  sudden  from  the  fowler's  eye, 
Overtakes  their  sounding  pinions,  and  again 
Immediate  brings  them  from  the  towering  wing 
Dead  to  the  ground,  or  drives  them,  wide  dispersed. 
Wounded,  and  wheeling  various,  down  the  wind. 

Ten  years  later,  however,  it  is  clear  from  Gilbert  White  that 
partridge*shooting  was  taking  its  place  among  our  recognised  field 
sports,  and  that  the  net  was  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past.  He 
tells  US  in  his  ^  History  of  Selbome'  that  in  the  diy  simmiers  of  1740 
and  1 741  partridges  swarmed  to  such  a  degree  Hhat  parties  of  un- 
reasonable sportsmen  killed  twenty,  and  sometimes  thirty,  brace 
a  day;'  nor  in  the  allusions  to  his  own  early  love  of  field  sports 
which  are  scattered  up  and  down  that  most  delightful  of  volumes 
is  thare  ever  mention  of  the  net.  In  ^Tom  Jones,'  again,  we 
find  the  two  treqmssers  shooting,  not  netting,  the  partridge — then, 
as  now,  the  he!}/h  tderrima  ca/usa  between  so  many  country  neigh- 
bours. It  is  unnecessary,  however,  to  multiply  instances.  It  is  clear 
that  by  the  middle  of  the  last  century  it  had  become  the  regular 
practice  with  sportsmen  to  shoot  these  birds,  though  a  few  old- 
fi^ahioned  ones  continued  the  use  of  nets  almost  down  to  within 
living  memory.  We  think  we  remember  to  have  read  that  Sir 
Theophilus  Biddulph,  of  Birdingbury,  in  Warwickshire,  was  the  last  of 
the  retioHi ;  and  he  died  somewhere  about  the  end  of  the  last  century. 
When  the  net  was  drawn  it  was  thrown  over  birds,  dog  and  all,  and 
hence  perhaps  the  name  of  the  setter,  who  was  taught  to  sit  down 
when  close  to  his  birds  instead  of  standing  like  a  pointer. 

Partridge-shooting  may  be  said  to  have  passed  through  two 
distinct  phases,  and  to  be  now  in  the  middle  of  a  third.  There  was 
what  may  be  allied  the  flint  period,  when  the  whole  sport  partook 
of  the  slow,  heavy,  and  deliberate  character  corresponding  to  the 
weapon  then  employed.  Look  at  some  of  the  engravings  of  WooUett, 
or  the  pictures  of  George  Morland,  which  represent  the  partridge 
shooter  of  a  hundred  years  ago :  he  wears  a  long,  broad-skirted 
shooting  coat,  reaching  far  below  his  knees,  with  immense  pockets, 
and  made,  we  may  be  sure,  of  stiff  and  ponderous  material ;  tight 
breeches,  buttonii^g  about  the  middle  of  the  calf ;  gaiters  and  thick 
shoes  or  boots  coxnplete  his  attire.  He  carries  a  long-barrelled, 
heavy-looking  gun,  furnished  with  the  old  flint  and  steel,  pan  and 
tonch^hole,  and  he  is  followed,  generally  speaking,  by  two  big-boned, 
deep-Upped,  wide-nosed  pointers,  usually  called  Spanish  pointers,  and 
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prized  in  those  days  for  their  staunchness  and  their  power  of 
endurance.  In  his  pocket  he  has  the  old  powder  horn— often 
a  veritable  horn — and  round  his  waist  he  wears  the  genuine  shot- 
belt,  a  hollow  leathern  belt  stuffed  with  small  shot,  and  terminating 
in  a  brass  charger.  So  equipped,  our  friend  sallied  forth  with  the 
dawn,  and  made  his  way  to  the  nearest  stubbles,  usually  following 
his  sport  till  the  sun  was  high  in  the  heavens,  when  he  would  return 
to  his  midday  dinner,  stopping  by  the  way,  very  likely,  at  one  of 
those  roadside  public-houses  with  which  we  are  familiar  in  the 
shooting  prints  aforesaid,  and  having  a  jug  of  ale  brought  out  to  him 
as  he  rested  on  the  wooden  bench  under  the  great  elm-tree.  Here, 
perhaps,  he  would  turn  out  his  pockets  and  reckon  up  his  sport ;  and 
if  with  his  long  single-barrelled  flint  and  steel  he  had  bagged  five  or 
six  brace  of  birds  and  a  hare  or  two,  he  would  think  he  had  done 
well.  His  style  of  shooting  was  peculiar,  but  it  conduced  to  accuracy 
and  to  killing  his  game  clean.  Throwing  one  foot  well  forward  as 
the  bird  rose,  and  taking  a  firm  hold  of  the  groimd,  he  steadied 
himself  like  a  rock,  and  covered  his  bird  slowly  and  deliberately 
before  pulling  the  trigger.  Such  at  least  is  the  attitude  in  which 
he  is  always  drawn ;  and  I  can  remember  a  very  old  keeper  in  my 
boyhood  who  had  used  a  flint  and  steel  in  his  youth,  and  of  whose 
positions  I  am  always  reminded  by  the  sportsmen  in  Mr.  Harvey*s 
windows.  Once  at  home,  and  the  *  brown  October'  broached,  our 
firiend  did  not  trouble  himself  much,  we  fancy,  about  the  afternoon 
shooting,  but  smoked  his  pipe  placidly  instead. 

Turnips  were  not  quite  so  much  cultivated  in  the  last  century 
as  they  have  been  since,  and  walking  the  stubbles  in  those  days 
was  a  synonymous  expression  with  partridge-shooting.  The  sport, 
however,  I  imagine,  must  have  reached  its  perfection  during 
the  second  of  the  three  periods  I  have  mentioned — ^what  may  be 
called  the  detonating  period,  when  the  gun  had  been  greatly  im- 
proved without  being  improved  too  much,  when  wheat  stubbles 
were  still  unconscious  of  the  scythe  or  the  machine,  though  more 
evenly  interspersed  with  turnips  than  they  were  during  the  great 
war.  If  the  partridge  shooter  had  to  choose  between  cover  consist- 
ing exclusively  of  reaped  stubbles  or  consisting  exclusively  of  even 
good  turnips,  he  would  doubtless  prefer  the  former;  but  a  due 
admixture  of  the  two  gives  a  variety  and  interest  to  the  sport,  greater, 
perhaps,  than  it  possessed  either  before  there  were  so  many  turnips 
or  since  there  have  been  no  stubbles.  For  a  day  of  what  is  now 
called  old-fitshioned  partridge-shooting  we  must  go  back  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  then,  we  think,  it  was  one  of  the  most 
delightful  amusements  in  which  anybody  really  fond  of  the 
country  and  its  pleasures  could  indulge  himself.  The  habit  of 
beginning  very  early  still  continued  when  outlying  ground  exposed 
to  predatory  incursions  had  to  be  traversed;  and  to  go  on  shoot- 
ing fix)m  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  six  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon imder  a  hot  September  sun  was,  when  this  old  gun  was 
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new,  the  delight  and  glory  of  my  life.  Except,  however,  for 
the  reasons  I  have  mentioned,  such  long  days  were  the  exception.  It 
was  more  usual  then  to  take  the  field  about  half-past  nine — say,  with 
two  guns  and  a  brace  of  dogs :  setters  I  preferred  myself,  because 
they  were  the  nicest  companions,  though  I  am  not  certain  that 
pointers  are  not  better  adapted  for  partridge-shooting.  The  dress  was 
then  neither  the  long  heavy  garb  of  the  sportsman  of  George  III.'s 
time  nor  the  dandy  knickerbockers  and  short  jacket  in  vogue  at 
present.  A  lightly  made  velveteen  or  tweed  shooting  jacket,  with 
inside  pockets  large  enough  to  hold  a  few  birds,  and  tweed  or 
corduroy  trousers,  either  with  or  without  gaiters,  according  to  the 
weather,  was  then  the  usual  attire  of  the  partridge  shooter,  though 
in  this  one  particular  I  think  the  modem  system  is  superior.  Our 
dress,  it  may  be  owned,  is  cooler  and  more  convenient  than  it  used  to 
be ;  but  then  of  course  it  won't  turn  thorns  nearly  so  well,  which 
in  a  blackthorn  coun^  is  a  quality  to  be  borne  in  mind.  You  first 
tried  the  stubbles,  where  the  birds  jugged  at  night  and  where  they 
fed  in  the  morning ;  and  if  they  had  got  away  before  your  arrival 
they  were  sure  not  to  be  fistr  oflF.  As  the  sun  gets  hot  the  par- 
tridge retires  into  the  long  grass,  the  hedgerows,  the  turnip  fields, 
and  when  quite  dry  into  the  thick  clover.  They  are  very  fond  of 
dusting  themselves  near  field  gateways  in  the  ruts  made  by  the 
waggons,  whence  they  can  rapidly  slip  into  the  ditch  on  an  alarm 
being  given.  But  in  some  of  these  places  they  are  sure  to  be 
found  as  soon  as  they  have  left  the  stubbles.  Cheerily  you  walk 
along ;  the  bright  morning  sim  lighting  up  the  filmy  stubbles  and 
the  cool  green  turnips,  and  making  the  dew  drops  on  the  long  grass 
tremble  like  diamonds,  with  the  fresh  September  air  blowing  in  your 
fece  and  that  pretty  mixed  landscape  all  round  you,  which  in  Eng- 
land compensates  for  the  absence  of  grander  features.  You  have 
traversed  a  barish  piece  of  barley  stubble  without  finding  any- 
.  thing,  and  are  beginning  to  wonder  where  the  birds  can  be,  when 
Duke,  your  fiivourite  white  setter,  begins  to  show  symptoms  of 
anxiety  and  to  draw  cautiously  in  the  direction  of  the  adjoining  fence. 
'They've  run  through,'  you  say  to  yourself,  and  begin  to  remem- 
ber tiiat  on  the  other  side  lies  a  fine  piece  of  white  turnips,  always 
better  cover  than  swedes,  because  they  dry  so  much  sooner.  Care- 
^7  you  get  over  the  hedge,  and  quietly  and  silently  you  wade  into 
the  mass  of  thick  green  leaves  where  you  hope  the  promised  prey. 
But  no,  they  are  not  there.  Very  odd ;  you  must  have  overrun 
them :  try  back.  And  now  is  seen  a  good  illustration  of  the  par- 
tridge's habits.  The  covey  has  run  through  the  hedge,  it  is  quite 
true,  but  instead  of  going  into  the  turnips  they  have  trotted  in 
Indian  file  along  the  narrow  foot-path  which  leads  down  the  inside  of 
the  hedge,  and  crept  through  at  the  comer  into  a  meadow,  again 
running  up  another  hedgerow  where  the  grass  is  short  and  the  ground 
dry  and  the  morning  sun  is  shining  full  upon  it.  Partridges  will 
often  run  a  long  way  under  these  circumstances;  and  the  best 
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plan  is  to  leave  them  to  themselves  for  five  or  ten  minutes,  till  they 
have,  settled  down  and  have  got  well  into  the  hedgerow,  and  sonae 
of  them,  perhaps,  back  into  the  turnips.  Now  if  you  are  lucky  you 
will  have  some  good  sport.  Let  one  go  on  each  side  of  the  hedge 
with  a  beater  behind.  Don't  let  him  beat  tiie  hedge,  as  that  distracts 
the  dogs ;  wait  till  they  stand,  and  then  let  him  brush  it  very  gently ; 
or,  what  is  still  better,  if  you  have  a  very  steady  spaniel  take  up  the 
setter  and  put  the  spaniel  on  the  right  side  for  the  wind.  By  either 
plan,  however,  you  will  probably  get  the  birds  up  in  ones  and  twos 
and  threes,  and  I  have  seen  almost  a  whole  covey  bagged  in  this  way. 
And  fine  sport  it  is :  the  birds  fly  very  fiewt  when  they  are  put  out  in 
this  manner,  and  often  rise  straight  up  into  the  air,  giving  you  very 
difficult  shots,  which  require  all  your  nerve  and  coolness.  You  pick  up 
your  three  or  four  brace  of  birds,  perhaps,  along  the  hedgerow ;  and 
then,  as  you  have  already  beaten  the  turnips,  ]»rooeed  onwards  to 
some  fresh  cover.  You  are  crossing  a  rough  pasture  field,  the  dogs 
ranging  freely,  when  suddenly  Euftus,  your  red  Irish  dog,  brings  him- 
self'all  of  a  heap'  close  to  a  large  patch  of  thistles.  A  hare  you 
tirink,  in  all  proliibility ;  but  you  are  wrong.  Two  of  the  birds  out 
of  the  hedgerow  have  dropped  in  tUs  place  of  lefrige,  and  you  kill 
them  right  and  left,  at  which  it  is  doubtful  whether  you  or  the  dog  is 
more  pleased.  Another  odd  one  gets  up  suddenly  behind  you  as  you 
are  crossing  the  stile,  and  is  of  course  handsomely  missed. 

And  now  you  find  yourself  in  a  large  imdulating  field  of  mangel 
wUrzel,  with  a  south  aspect  and  a  light  breeze  which  has  not  dried 
the  ground  sufficiently  to  mar  the  scent.  One  of  your  scouts,  sent  to 
walk  some  outlying  land  without  cover  to  conceal  a  mouse^  reports 
that  two  coveys  have  '  come  this  road,'*  but  he  couldn't  mark  them 
down.  The  keeper  knows  of  two  lots  that  belong  here,  one  hatched  in 
the  meadow  and  the  other  '  down  agen  the  wood '  on  the  other  side. 
So  with  this  prospect  you  plunge  into  the  mangel  full  of  confidence. 
*  Give  Uie  dogs  the  wind.  Hallo  I  coufound  it  1  How  did  that  happen  ? 
Down,  Duke !  do  you  hear  ?  What  have  you  been  about  ? '  The  white 
dog,  in  &ct,  by  some  unaccoimtable  mischance,  has  run  right  into  tiie 
middle  of  a  splendid  covey,  and  his  penitence,  not  to  say  remorse,  are 
piteous  to  behold.  There  he  seems  to  say, '  Take  me  and  do  what 
you  like  with  me ;  I'm  no  longer  fit  to  live  with  gentlemen.'  But 
his  attitude  disarms  your  wrath,  and  giving  him  a  slight  push 
with  your  toe,  accompanied  with  a  grave  caution  that,  like  Mr. 
Winkle,  he  had  better  be  careful,  you  spare  the  lash  and  send  him 
on  his  way  again  rejoicing.  The  fault  is  soon  repaired.  On  the 
brow  of  a  little  knoU  he  crouches  in  an  agony  of  excitement,  his 
hind  quarters  drawn  close  under  him,  his  fore  legs  stretched  firmly 
out  as  if  to  keep  himself  together,  and  his  closed  mouth  and  ardent 
eye  betraying  the  pent-up  anxiety.  Eufus  ba^ks  him  to  perfection ; 
so  you  gently  round  the  knoll,  one  to  the  right  and  the  other  to  the 
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left;  and  get  well  below  him,  so  as  to  place  the  birds  between  y  ouraelyes 
and  tiie  canine  detectives,  a  plan  which  always  makes  them  lie  yery 
dose  and  scatter  When  tiiey  rise»  according  to  Thomson's  pictnre. 
After  a  minute's  suspense,  which  seems  at  least  fiye,  while  you  nlOYe 
l^tly  to  and  &o,  fearful  lest  the  bij^s  should  have  got  bdiind  you 
after  all,  there  is  a  sudden  roar  of  wings — ^for  with  a  large  covey  ri^bdg 
dose  enou^  tp  touch  each  othet  it  can  be  called  nothing  else— and 
fifteen  or  sixteen  fine  young  birds,  headed  the  two  old  ones,  whirl 
up  into  the  air,  and  parting  about  ten  feet  above  the  ground^  make 
off  in  every  direction.  A  brace  apiece  right  and  left,  clean  killed 
and  quite  dead^  reward  good  nerves  and  steady  shooting ;  and  the 
pursuit  of  the  survivors  is  quite  mough  to  occupy  you  UU  lunch.  You 
fiM  another  covey  in  the  turnips,  which  goes  away  wild,  and  you 
then  devote  yourself  to  picking  up  the  scattered  birds  out  of  the 
first  one,  as  a  skilftd  player  will  pick  up  the  balls  at  pyramids 
aft^  they  have  been  scattered  over  the  table :  singly  or  in  couples,  out 
of  the  fiEir  end  of  the  turnips,  here  one  out  of  the  hedgerow,  there 
one  out  of  the  long  grass  on  the  other  side,  here  a  brace  out  of  the 
rushes  by  the  side  of  the  little  brook,  there  an  odd  bird  which  has 
pitched  by  i^e  side  of  the  lane ;  from  all  sorts  of  spots  the  remaizb- 
ing  dosen*  birds  are  flushed,  thanks  to  the  undeniable  noses  of 
Duke  and  ^Bufus^  till,  in  the  course  of  another  hour  and  a  half  you 
have  added  another  four  brace  to  the  bag,  tnaldng  nine  or  ten  brace 
in  all  before  lunch,  which  for  two  guns,  old  style,  was  very  good 
work. 

Then  came  ^at  many  m^,  and  good  sportsmen  too,  thought  the 
^  sweetest  morsel '  of  the  day — the  limch  laid  out  upon  the  grass  under 
some  cool  dark  elm  or  comprdiensive  oak,  on  a  spot  properly  selected 
{iaaf  its  natural  beauties  and  affording  pretty  gllimpses  here  and  there 
of  the  )>Iieitsant  home  scenery  among  which  partridge-shooting  is  gene- 
rally pursued.  The  copse,  the  dingle,  the  old  gable-ended  farm-house 
wiibh  it)3  ricks  and  orchard ;  the  grey  churoh  tower  rising  through 
sotie  leafy  clump  of  elm,  or  sycamore,  or  chestnut ;  t]^  various 
diades  of  green  which  belong  to  tbet  turnip  fidds^  the  woods,  and  the 
meadows,  contrasting  beautifully  with  ^ach  other,  and  all  alike  with 
the  silky,  tawny  stubbles  glistening  in  the  stmshine  ;  the  comer  of  an 
cUi  villa[ge,  showing  a  cottage  or  t^,  with  its  mossy  thatched  roof 
«ad  ita  wreaths  of  peaceful  smoke,,  the  blue  hazy  distance  with 
an  outUine  of  undulating  hills,  or  perhaps  some,  ancient  forest — 
fonn  a  picture  of  repose  and  beauty  thoroughly  congenial  with  the 
frame  of  both  mind  and  body  ,  in  whiidl  you  now  find  yourself. 
OjHnifcms  differ  as  to  the  be^  kind  of  lunbheon  for  shooting ;  but  cer- 
tsdnly  when  you  mean  business  the  lighter  it  is  the  bett^.  Some 
cold  fowl  or  grouse,  some — ^not  too  mudi— rfiresh  home-brewed  beer,  a 
ba'pcrth  of  dtieese,  as  Lord  Sparkish  s^s,  al^daglass  of  sherry  to  wind 
up  with)  should  be  enough  for  any  man.:  Instead  of  beer. you  may 
takd  hock  and  seltzer,  if  you  prefer  it  \  but  I  think  it  does  one  less 
good.   After  luncheon  smoke,  or,  what  is  «tiU  better,  go  to  sleep  for 
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three-quarters  of  an  hour,  which  will  bring  you  up  to  nearly  three 
o'clock,  when  the  birds  are  beginning  to  think  about  the  stubbles 
again,  and  when  some  of  the  prettiest  sport  in  the  whole  day  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season  was  often  to  be  obtained.  You  were  sure  of 
your  birds  towards  four  o'clock  in  the  long  wheat  stubbles ;  and  the 
pursuit  of  the  scattered  coveys  in  the  cool  of  the  afternoon  till  the 
dew  began  to  fall,  the  scent  improving  all  the  while,  made  a  charm- 
ing finish  to  the  day ;  and  when  you  turned  out  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  brace  at  the  end  of  it  you  felt  that  you  had  shot  well,  walked 
well,  and  worked  well,  and  that  you  had  thoroughly  earned  the  good 
dinner  that  was  in  store  for  you. 

The  third  period  in  which  partridge-fihooting  now  is  shows  the 
sport  under  quite  different  conditions.  Not,  of  course,  that  the 
middle  style  is  entirely  abandoned,  or  that  pointers  and  setters  are  not 
still  very  often  used ;  but  the  want  of  wheat  stubbles,  consequent  on 
mowing  or  machining  the  wheat,  and  the  destruction  of  hedgerows 
combined,  have  altered  the  character  of  partridge-shooting  in  all  but 
some  highly  favoured  localities.  It  is  a  common  remark  now  that  even 
where  there  are  hedges  the  birds  will  not  take  to  them  as  they  used 
to  do,  and  the  consequence  is  that  turnips  are  almost  the  only 
cover  in  which  they  can  be  killed.  Men  therefore  have  got  tired  of 
beating  the  stubbles  for  two  or  three  hours,  without  getting  half  a 
dozen  shots,  in  order  to  drive  the  birds  into  the  root  crops,  and  they 
prefer  to  have  this  done  for  them.  But  when  the  turnips  are  thus  filled 
with  birds,  pointers  and  setters  are  rather  in  the  way  than  otherwise,  and 
the  result  has  been  that  these  dogs,  though  still  indispensable  on  the 
moors,  are  almost  discarded  firom  partridge-shooting.  According  to 
the  modem  system  half  a  dozen  gims  and  half  a  dozen  beaters,  each 
with  a  retriever  behind  him,  walk  in  line  through  the  turnips,  going 
from  one  field  to  another,  knocking  over  the  birds  as  they  rise  in  front 
of  them  like  pigeons,  never  stopping  to  look  for  a  runner  or  caring  to 
mark  a  covey  down.  This  method  of  proceeding  in  time  becomes 
exceedingly  monotonous,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  men  have  ceased  to 
care  about  a  day's  shooting  as  they  used  to  do.  To  leave  the  house 
about  eleven,  after  a  loimge  in  the  stable  yard  with  a  cigar,  to  march 
through  the  turnips  for  two  or  three  hours,  and  then  to  find  a  sump- 
tuous lunch  laid  out  for  them  in  a  farm-house,  with  champagne,  hot 
cutlets,  lobster  salad,  and  what  not,  and  to  walk  again  for  a  couple  of 
hours  afterwards,  returning  home  to  finish  the  day  with  billiards 
before  the  late  dinner,  is  now  the  regular  practice  with  many  men 
who  thirty  years  ago  would  have  worked  hard  from  nine  o'clock  to 
six,  and  have  taken  more  pleasure  in  seeing  their  dogs  work  than  in 
maJking  the  largest  bag.  Another  consequence  of  the  want  of  cover 
which  is  now  experienced  on  most  manors  is  that  the  practice  of 
driving  birds  has  come  into  £Eishion,  not  only  late  in  the  season  or 
among  Frenchmen,  but  early  in  September  and  where  the  birds  are 
all  English.  There  is  no  occasion  to  describe  this  branch  of  the 
sport  at  any  length.   The  shooters  are  either  placed  in  little  huts  or 
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behind  screens  of  bougbs  set  up  for  the  occasion,  or,  when  the  sport  is 
extemporised,  behind  the  tallest  hedge  that  can  be  found  within  the 
probable  range  of  flight,  and  the  birds  are  then  driven  towards 
the  guns  by  as  large  a  party  of  men  as  can  be  mustered.    Skill  and 
direction  are  required  both  in  driving  the  birds  and  in  shooting  them 
when  driven.    Partridges  are  no  exception  to  what  is  the  rule  with 
almost  all  animals,  wild  or  tame ;  they  are  very  *  orkard '  to  drive.  Try 
to  drive  sheep  through  a  gateway,  or  even  cows  or  horses,  and  the 
chances  are  that  many  of  them  head  back  and  give  you  a  run  round 
the  field  again  after  them.    And  so  it  is  with  birds.  Unless  the  line  of 
the  beaters  is  formed  in  a  proper  crescent,  and  the  flight  of  the  birds  has 
been  very  accurately  studied,  not  one  covey  in  half  a  dozen  will  come 
the  right  way.    When,  however,  it  is  properly  managed,  and  the  guns 
are  in  good  hands,  the  process  is  murderous.    Almost  every  bird  in  a 
covey  comes  within  shot  of  some  one,  and  a  party  of  five  or  six  guns 
may  kill  their  thirty  or  forty  brace  in  this  manner  where  by  the 
ordinary  method  they  would .  not  kill  a  quarter  of  the  number. 
Something  else,  too,  which  we  have  as  yet  omitted  to  mention  has 
had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  change  which  has  come  over  partridge- 
shooting  during  the  last  few  years.     As  the  early  period  was  the 
flint  period,  the  middle  the  detonating  period,  so  this  third  may  be 
styled  the  breech-loading  period.  The  quickness  with  which  men  can 
now  load  makes  them  want  to  fire  oftener ;  and  as  no  one  ever  stands 
still  to  load  his  gun,  the  dogs,  where  they  are  still  used,  cease  to  down- 
charge  and  grow  wild  and  wilful.     More  birds  are  probably  killed 
now  in  good  seasons  than  our  grandfathers  ever  dreamed  of.    Still  it 
can  hardly  be  called  sport,  and  is  certainly  not  comparable  with  the 
old  style  of  shooting,  which  delighted  our  forefethers,  and  by  which 
in  former  times  so  many  men  of  eminence  have  lightened  the  cares 
of  state  and  refireshed  the  overwrought  brain  reeling  under  the 
weight  of  empires. 

Partridge-shooting  seams  to  be  ipar  excellence  the  statesman's 
amusement.  Of  the  distinguished  men  whose  names  we  are  about  to 
mention,  a  few — two  or  three,  perhaps — were  fox  hunters ;  but  the 
great  majority  have  stuck  steadily  to  the  partridge.  First  on  the 
honoured  roll  stands  the  name  of  Walpole.  His  passion  for  field 
sports  is  among  the  commonplaces  of  political  biography,  and 
probably  few  traits  of  character  of  the  same  kind  have  been  oftener 
repeated  than  his  habit,  on  receiving  a  packet  of  letters,  of  opening 
his  gamekeeper's  first.  Sir  fiobert,  twice  a  year,  kept  something  very 
like  open  house  at  Houghton,  where  the  profusion  and  conviviality 
were  enormous.  One  of  these  was  m  September,  when,  no  doubt,  the 
party  after  dinner  might  have  sat  to  Thomson  for  their  portraits. 
We  can  easily  imagine  the  jovial  licence  of  that  privileged  period,  on 
which  the  presence  of  Lady  Walpole,  if  she  was  present,  appears  to 
have  been  no  restraint.  Her  ladyship,  indeed,  had  little  right  to  insist 
(m  any  special  decorum.  She  was  a  famous  beauty,  and  in  that  all- 
licensed  age  was  notorious  for  her  gallantries.   She  made  no  more 
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.prete^ice,  indeed^of  being  faithful  to  her  husband  than  he  did  of 
being  faithM  to  his  wife ;  and  although  the  witty  and  fashionable 
London  dame  may  hare  had  little  in  common  with  the  boisterous 
liorfolk  squires,  it  is  very  unlikely  that  these  showed  her  any  special 
respect  by  curtailing  their  orgies  in  her  house.  Whether  Sir  Eobert 
himself  was  a  good  shot  or  not  we  do  not  know,  and  no  Dutch  pictures 
have  been  left  us  of  the  Houghton  doings.  But  the  preservation  of 
game  became  a  sacred  tradition  of  the  estate ;  and  many  years  after- 
wards Horace  Walpole,  describing  the  woful  state  of  dilapidation 
into  Which  everything  else  had  sunk — the  staircases  rotting,  the 
garden  a  mere  thicket,  everything  apparently  going  to  rack  and 
ruin — says  that  in  the  com-se  of  an  evening's  walk  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  Hall  he  saw  a  thousand  hares.  Walpole 
in  the  winter  time  hunted  with  a  pack  of  beagles  in  Eichmond 
Park,  and  we  may  presume  that  he  did  not  trouble  the  Norfolk  hares 
very  much.  He  was  a  genuine  English  squire  of  the  period — too 
able  a  man  to  be  entirely  satisfied  with  the  amusements  of  the 
country  and  the  silent  flattery,  as  he  calls  it,  of  his  oaks  and  beeches, 
but  yet  probably  never  so  happy  as  when  engaged  among  his  woods  or 
with  a  few  congenial  spirits  traversing  the  commons  or  the  stubbles  of 
his  well-stocked  estate  and  discussing  the  comparative  merits  of  Juno, 
and  Don,  and  Sancho,  and  Lucy,  and  Flora.  In  many  respects  there 
seems  to  have  been  some  resemblance  between  Walpole  and  Sir 
Walter  Scott.  Each  lived  two  distinct  lives ;  and  as  Scott  was  probably 
happier  at  the  Abbotsford  hunt  than  at  any  other  moment  of  his  life, 
so  probably  was  Walpole  at  the  Houghton  meeting  happier  than  ever 
he  was  in  his  most  triumphant  moments  in  the  House  of  Commons* 
NoW  there  are  very  few,  if  any,  of  our  sporting  statesmen  of  whom 
this  could  be  said  with  equal  truth,  unless,  perhaps,  it  was  Charles 
Fox,  whose  passion  for  partridge-shooting  was  quite  equal  to  Walpole's, 
and  whose  love  of  politics  was  founded  less  on  any  distinct  principle 
than  on  the  thirst  for  excitement  and  the  delights  of  battle,  which 
drove  him  equally  to  the  gaming  table. 

Fox  was  an  enthusiastic  partridge-shooter,  and  in  his  corre- 
spondence with  Gilbert  Wakefield  he  has  to  defend  himself  from  the 
attacks  of  that  gentle  humanitarian,  then  languishing  in  Dorchester 
GaoU  Wakefield,  hearing  in  September  1799  that  Fox  has  been 
hurt  by  the  bmrsting  of  his  gun,  writes  to  inquire  after  his  health, 
and  makes  use  of  the  opportunity  to  inflict  on  him  ^a  flake'  of 
Cicero,  as  poor  James  Hannay  would  have  called  it,  rebuking  hini 
for  his  addiction  to  pleasures  unworthy  of  a  man  of  letters.  *  Voluptatibus 
viro  docto  ihdignis.'  Fox,  however,  caps  the  quotation  by  another.  '  Si 
quern  nihil  delectaret,' he  replies,  *nisi  quod  ciun  laude  et  dignitate 
conjunctum  foret,  huic  homini  ego  fortasse  et  pauci  Decs  propitios, 
plerique  iratosputarent ' — *  The  majority  of  mankind  would  not  think, 
though  I  perhaps  and  a  few  others  might,  that  Providence  had  been 
very  good  to  the  man  who  could  take  no  delight  in  anything  but 
what  was  dignified  and  distinguished' — which  is  perhaps  as  good 
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a  de^ce  of  field  sports  as  any  which  has  yet  been  offeied^  Fox 
never  forgot  his  htimaiiities  in  the  midst  of  his -shooting,  tod  so 
doubt  while  he  was  beating  for  birds  at  Holkham:  his  mind 
oft^  occupied  with  the  next  Virgilian  criticism  which  he  would 
sesnd  to  his  impriscoied  friend.  Fox,  as  may  be  supposed^'was  a/gre&t 
Mend  of  Admiral  Keppel,  who  owned  the  estate  of  Elden  Hall,  in 
Suffolk,  and  here  Fox  used  to  shoot  regularly,  as  i^ell  as  at  Hotkhazn; 
Eldeb.  Hall,  he  said,  was  for  its  size  the  best  manor  for  game  in  Ei^fland; 
and  those  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  shooting  witii  the  MaWajah 
Dhtileep  Sing,  who  is  now  the  owner  of  the  Hall,  with  all  the  sor- 
rounding  property,  will  probably  not  dissent  from  the  etddgium 
pronounced  upon  it  by  the  great  Whig  statesman  a  hundred  years 
ago.  The  present  Lord  Albemarle  remembers  Bob  Jeffs,  thb  old 
Eld^  gamekeeper,  who  knew  Fox  well,  and  from  him  he  hasi]^icked 
np  a  good  many  interesting  anecdotes  relating  to  his  loi^  of  sport. 
He  was  not  at  all  a  good  shot,  but  he  used  to  grow  so  exmted  oyer 
it  that  he  often  put  the  shot  into  his  gun  before  the  powder*  H^ 
had  other  ways  too  of  impairing  the  straightness  of  the  latter'  Seven 
when  it  was  in  the  right  place. 

One  hot  September  day  (says  Lord  Albemarle)  he  set  out  frpm  Solk- 
ham,  fully  anticipating  a  gcK)d  day's  sport  at  Egmere,  Mr.  Ooke's  best 
partridge  beat.  As  was  usual  with  sportsmen  in  those  days,  he  Started  at 
daylight.  Just  as  the  family  were  sitting  down  to  breakfast  Fox  wa^  seen 
staggering  home.  '  Not  ill,  I  hope,  Charles ) '  inquired  his  host.  :  ^  N(v' 
was  the  reply,  '  only  a  little  tipsy.'  Being  thirsty,  he  had  asked  the  tenant 
of  IBJgmere  for  a  bowl  of  milk,  and  was  too  easily  persuaded  to  add  thereto 
a  certain,  or  rather  an  imcertain,  quantity  of  rum.  As  a  consequence  he 
passed  the  rest  of  the  day  in  bed  instead  of  in  the  turnip  field. 

As  a  specimen  of  his  shooting  old  Jeffs  used  to  tell  the  followihjg 
anecdote.  He  once  marked  down  a  woodcock,  and  went  up  to  th^ 
Han  with  the  news.  The  party  were  just  beginning,  breakfast,  but 
Fox  started  up  at  once,  leaving  his  plate  untouched,  seized  his  ,gun^ 
and  marched  off  with  the  keeper.  Bob  threw  his  cap  into  the  bush, 
away  w«it  the  woodcock,  and  bang  went  Fox's  gun,  which  blew  the 
cap  iiito  fragments  but  never  touched  the  bird.  He  always,  how- 
ever, seems  to  have  kept  his  eyes  and  ears  open  for  the  benefit  of 
uaefhl  information.  The  Holkham  shooting  party  was  one  day 
driven  home  by  a  very  heavy  rain.  When  they  reached  the 
Hall  Fox  was  missing,  and  it  was  found  that  he  had  stayed  behind 
discussing  with  a  labouring  man,  who  had  sought  shelter  under  the  same 
tree, , '  the  new  turnip  husbandry,'  which  had  just  come  into  fbshi<mr 
The  labiKirer  probably  thought  of  Fox  what  under  similar  circumstances 
would,  according  to  Dr.  Johnson,  have  been  thought  of  Burke% 

Fox's  great  rival,  Pitt,  was  just  as  fond  of  partridge-shooting  as- 
Fox  himself,  and  was  one  of  the  few  to  whom  we  have  above  referred 
who  were  equally  at  home  in  the  saddle.  Pitt's  appdintn:ient  to 
the  wardenship  of  the  Cinque  Ports  in  1792  gave  him  the  opportufdty 
6f  obtaining  some  very  good  partridge-booting  in  Kent.    He  took 
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a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood,  chiefly  with  that  object  in  view ;  and 
as  it  is  a  capital  country  for  birds,  no  doubt  he  had  good  sport. 
I  have  often  pictured  to  myself  Pitt,  after  a  good  day's  partridge- 
shooting,  sitting  on  the  ramparts  of  Walmer  Castle  in  the  cool  of 
the  evening,  taking  his  port  in  company  with  Dimcan,  or  Dundas, 
or  any  other  choice  spirit  who  might  happen  to  have  been  in 
the  neighbourhood  at  the  time,  and  discussing  the  prospects  of 
an  invasion  from  the  opposite  coast.  Pitt  was  evidently  quite  as 
fond  of  the  gun  as  Fox,  and  partridge  shooters  in  those  days  did  not 
spare  themselves.  In  September  1802  he  writes  to  Mrs.  Stapleton 
that  he  has  brought  on  a  slight  bilious  attack  by  taking  too  much 
exercise  in  shooting.  It  is  well  known  that  he  took  the  keenest 
delight  in  all  coimtiy  amusements ;  that  he  was  devoted  to  gardening 
and  planting,  was  a  scientific  farmer  and  a  great  breeder  of  stock. 
Those  who  visited  the  *  Pilot'  in  his  retreat  at  Walmer,  so  far 
from  finding  him,  like  Achilles,  brooding  over  his  wrongs,  found 
him  happy  among  his  trees  and  flowers,  following  his  dogs  over  the 
stubbles  with  imtiring  ardour,  or  exhibiting  his  fat  hogs  to  anyone 
who  was  willing  to  go  and  see  them.  On  the  farm  to  which  we  have 
already  referred  was  a  house  in  which  Pitt  had  some  rooms  fitted 
up  for  his  own  use,  where  he  generally  lunched  on  shooting  days. 

*  He  had  a  "  tidy  woman  "  to  cook  for  him,'  says  Lady  Hester  Stan- 
hope, *  and  the  hunches  of  bread  and  cheese  and  bread-and-butter 
which  he  used  to  consume  on  these  occasions  would,'  she  adds, 

*  have  more  than  satisfied  a  ploughman.'  Pitt's  solace  in  retirement 
was  not  the  harp,  but  the  gun  and  the  usual  amusements  of  an 
English  country  gentleman,  confidently  supposed  by  a  certain 
school  of  philosophers  at  the  present  day,  who  in  this  agree  with 
Gilbert  Wakefield,  to  be  wholly  incompatible  with  the  possession  of 
political  genius.  Pitt,  in  fact,  according  to  the  testimony  of  his 
niece,  was  very  far  from  being  the  man  which  the  outside  world 
imagined  him  to  be — the  haughty,  self-contained  statesman,  ab- 
sorbed in  imperial  aflairs  and  incapable  of  stooping  to  the  ordi- 
nary passions  or  ordinary  diversions  of  mankind.  He  was  naturally, 
she  says,  formed  for  domestic  life,  and  would  have  been  quite 
happy  with  Eleanor  Eden  in  a  cottage,  digging  his  own  garden  and 
getting  a  little  good  partridge-shooting  in  September  and  October. 

Another  most  devoted  partridge  shooter  among  our  fiemious 
statesmen,  though  he  was  better  known  as  a  fox  himter,  was  Lord 
Althorpe.  He  was  bred  to  field  sports  from  his  cradle,  being 
left  much  alone  in  his  childhood  with  the  servants  at  Althorpe, 
where  grooms  and  gamekeepers  of  course  became  his  chief  com- 
panions. Lord  Althorpe,  however,  lived  to  perform  a  service  to  his 
country  in  which  men  of  more  dazzling  abilities  would  not  impro- 
bably have  failed.  He  prevented  a  revolution;  for  he  it  was 
virtually  who  carried  the  Eeform  Bill  of  1832  and  reconciled 
moderate  men  to  the  necessity  of  it.  Yet  it  is  a  curious  fact  that 
what  he  did  so  well  he  nevertheless  did  so  reluctantly;  and  he 
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told  Lord  Ly ttelton  that  his  retirement  from  ofi5ce  was  ^  the  cessa- 
tion of  acute  pain  to  him.'  He  did  his  best,  however,  to  mitigate 
his  suflFerings  by  indulgence  in  his  favourite  amusement ;  not,  indeed, 
in  hunting,  for  that  he  gave  up — we  could  never  tell  exactly  why — 
when  he  was  a  comparatively  young  man,  but  on  the  moors  and  in 
the  stubbles.  He  had  always,  says  his  biographer,  been  very  fond  of 
the  gon,  and  always  regarded  the  first  of  September  as  aJho  Tiotanda 
lapulo.  He  took  great  pains,  we  are  told,  to  make  himself  a  good 
shot ;  and  to  that  end  kept  an  account  of  every  shot  which  he  fired  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  noting,  we  presume,  what  seemed  to  be  causes 
of  fsolure  or  success  in  each.  He  never,  in  spite  of  these  efforts, 
became  a  first-rate  performer ;  but  still  he  lived  to  shoot  fairly  well,  as 
his  letters  to  his  father  testify.  In  1827,  in  the  midst  of  the  poli- 
tical crisis  which  followed  the  death  of  Mr.  Canning,  his  heart  was 
with  his  gun.  On  August  17,  when  he  himself  was  in  his  forty- 
fifth  year,  he  sends  his  fkther  an  accoimt  of  his  sport  on  the  moors : — 

"We  have  a  terribly  rainy  week.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  we  could  not 
stir  out  at  all;  yesterday  and  to-day  we  could  not  get  out  till  twelve,  and 
the  moors  are  a  sheet  of  water.  Yesterday  I  netted  seven  brace ;  Daven- 
port, one  bird ;  Ord  and  Joy,  ten  and  a  half  brace.  To-day  I  netted  five  and 
a  half  brace ;  Davenport,  one  brace;  and  Ward  and  Joy,  fifteen  brace.  My 
dogs  are  doing  very  well,  except  the  young  one,  who  is  good  for  nothing,  I 
am  afraid.  Patch  is  at  the  top  of  the  list ;  Eothe  is  not  here,  having  lost 
a  daw,  and  being  consequently  lame.  This  last  information  is  intended  for 
Bob,  as  I  do  not  think  you  are  acquainted  with  the  individuals. 

A  wet  August  seems  in  this  year  to  have  been  followed  by  a  fine 
September,  for  on  the  9th  he  writes  from  Leamington  that  he  has 
capital  sport  in  Warwickshire,  shooting  over  unpreserved  land : — 

I  have  had  capital  sport.  I  told  you  that  I  killed  twenty  and  a  half 
brace  on  the  ist ;  on  Monday  I  killed  fifteen  brace,  on  Tuesday  nineteen 
brace,  on  Wednesday  eight  brace,  on  Thursday  eleven  and  a  half  brace, 
and  on  Friday  eleven  brace,  a  cat,  and  a  weasel.  Of  these  two  brace  were 
wounded  birds  of  other  people's,  which  my  dogs  caught,  for  I  have  not  yet 
shot  on  preserved  groimd,  so  that  to  my  own  gun  I  have  killed  eighty-three 
brace  in  six  days.  I  am  shooting  better  than  I  did,  but  if  I  could  expect 
to  keep  to  my  work  of  Thursday  and  Friday  I  should  distinguish  myself 
veiy  much  this  year. 

Lord  Althorpe,  though,  like  his  prototype  Sir  fi.  Walpole,  he  had 
shown  little  turn  for  literature,  either  at  Harrow  or  Cambridge, 
nevertheless  wrote  Latin  verses ;  and  classical  scholarship  seems  to 
have  been  in  some  shape  or  other  a  frequent  accompaniment  of  a 
taste  for  partridge-shooting  among  our  eminent  politicians.  Pitt, 
Fox,  Peel,  Eldon,  Melbourne,  and  the  late  Lord  Derby,  are  at  all 
events  example  cases  in  point.  In  Ticknor's  '  Eeminiscences '  many 
interesting  anecdotes  on  this  subject  are  to  be  found ;  and  we  learn 
frcsn  the  last  published  volumes  that  the  late  Lord  Bussell,  true  to 
hifl  idiosyncrasy,  which  bade  him  be  unequal  to  nothing,  did  occasion- 
ally take  a  gun  when  staying  at  his  brother's  house  at  Wobum. 
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Of  Lord  Eldon's  attachment  to  partridge-shooting  it  is  imneees- 
sary  to  speak.  He,  too,  was  a  bad  shot ;  and  the  stiory  of  his  lordfifaip 
and  tlie  pooi^  curate  who  went  down  to  Encomlie  to  ask  him  for  a 
living  and  found  him  in  the  field  is  too  well  known  to  need  quotai- 
tion.  The  poor  man  made  himself  very  useful — ^marked  down  tJie 
birds,  was  very  kind  to  all  the  Chancellor*s  successful  shots  and 
proportionately  blind  to  his  bad  ones ;  in  a  word,  he  made  himself  so 
plefi,sant  that  Lord  Eldon  gave  him  the  living.  '  And  now,'  he  used  to 
say,  *  see  how  he  requited  me.  He  had  hardly  taken  possession  of 
his  benefice  before  he  sent  me  a  large  hamper  of  game,  with  a  letter 
to  the  effect  that,  from  what  he  had  seen  of  my  shooting,  he  should 
suppose  that  I  got  very  little.'  Lord  Eldon  always  preference 
shot  alone,  and  this  not  because  he  was  ashamed  of  his  shooting, 
but  because  he  really  found  it  the  best  way  of  enjoying  the  sport. 
Pitt  and  Fox  seem  to  have  been  of  much  the  same  opinion,  and 
another  well-known  statesman,  to  whom  we  s^Il  presently  refiw^ 
seems  to  have  agreed  with  them.  Angling  has  been  called  the  con- 
templative man's  recreation,  but  one  really  hardly  sees  why  partridge- 
shooting  should  not  be  called  so  too.  The  angler  cannot  be  con*- 
tanplative  when  the  fish  are  rising  or  biting  freely,  nor  can  the 
shooter  when  the  birds  dre  all  about  Him.  But  the  old-^fEuhioned 
sportsman,  who  beat  for  his  game  with  dogs  and  did  not  expect  to 
find  a  covey  in  every  field  he  entered,  had  plenty  of  time  to  think 
well  as  to  shoot  in  the  course  of  a  day's  walk.  And  when  you  ?ire 
alone  you  are  not  obliged  to  be  perpetually  watching  your  com- 
panions with  a  view  either  to  their  safety  or  your  own — a  source  of 
anxiety  which  detracts  materially  from  the  pleasure  of  partridge- 
shooting  when  you  are  not  with  very  old  friends  indeed,  on  whom  yoa 
qan  thoroughly  depend.  Lord  Eldon,  who  was  very  fond  of  dogs, 
always  made  the  last  day  of  the  season  a  jubilee  for  them. 
'  Pointers,  spaniels,  Newfoundlands,  &c.,  of  whatever  species  and  in 
whatever  number  they  happened  to  be,  were  alike  permitted  to 
share  in  making  or  marring  the  fortunes  of  the  day.'  We  suppose 
Pincher  of  course  formed  one  on  these  occasions.  Lord  Eldon 
always  shot  with  a  *  Joe  Manton,'  a  single-barrelled  percussion  gun^ 
with  which,  however,  he  said  he  shot  worse  than  he  used  to  do  at 
Oxford  with  his  flint  and  steel  and  when  he  had  no  qualification. 
By  the  time,  he  used  to  say,  that  he  got  a  qualification  he  became 
disqualified.  Lord  Eldon,  as  we  know,  shared  the  convivial  tastes  of 
Walpde,  Foi,  and  Pitt,  and  perhaps  we  might  indulge  in  a  third 
alliteiTKtion  by  calling  tiiis  article  *Port,  Partridges,  and  Politics* 
without  much  impropriety. 

With  the  name  of  Eldon  we  are  all  of  us  accustomed  to  asso^te 
another  and  a  greater,  as  if  they  had  been  brothers  in  arms.  We  speak 
of  Wellington  and  Eldon  as  if  the  conjunction  of  the  two  represented  a 
period,  a  school  of  politics,  and  a  system  of  government,  and  M  to 
some  extent  it  does.  It  is  exactly  fifty  years  ago  since  that  system 
was  broken  up,  and  since  we  find  Lord  Eldon  writing  from  Enebivibe 
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to  say  that  the  countiy  people  attribute  the  continuous  wet  to'lthe 
passage  of  the  ^  Boman  Bill,'  because  Lord  Eldon  had  said  that  if  the 
Bill  passed  ^  the  sun  of  Great  Britain  was  set  for  ever.'*  Howeyer, 
the  Duke  did  not  turn  traitor  to  the  gun.  One  of  his  last  acts  was 
to  oppose  a  Bill  for  giving  the  right  of  killing  game  to  every  man 
with  twenty  acres  of  land ;  and  at  Strathfieldsaye  in  the  season  he 
always  entertained  a  party  of  distinguished  sportsmen.  Among  th^ 
were  generally  to  be  found  the  late  Sir  Eobert  Peel  and  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre,  the  present  Xiord  Eversley,  who  had  the  reputation  at  one 
time  of  being  the  two  best  shots  in  England.  I  remember  on  several 
occasions  talking  with  an  old  man  who  had  once  been  a  keeper  at 
Strathfieldsaye,  and  hearing  from  him  of  the  lively  betting  that  Used 
to  go  on  among  the  Duke's  servants  when  these  two  distinguished 
pcditidans  were  about  to  take  the  field  together.  My  ihformant  told 
me  that  he  thought  Sir  Robert,  if  anything,  had  the  advantage,  but 
that  it  was  very  difficult  to  decide.  The  great  minister  was  quite  as 
fond  of  shooting  as  any  of  his  illustrious  predecessors,  a  fiwjt  not  for- 
gotten in  the  circumstantial  pages  of  ^Coningsby.' 

*  I  kept  this  cover  for  Peel/  said  the  Duke  pensively  as  he  loaded  his 
gnn  on  &e  morning  of  the  14th.  '  I  was  always  against  his  going  to 
Bcnne.  After  all  he  is  the  only  man,  and  I  really  believe  the  oount^  thmks 
80.'  '  Pray  what  is  the  cotmtry  ? '  said  Mr.  Bigby.  '  It  is  the  constitttendes 
we  have  to  deal  with.' '  And  to  manage  them  you  must  have  a  good  cry,'  said 
Taper.  '  So  much  for  the  science  of  politics/  said  the  Duke,  bringing  down 
ajiieasant.  *  How  Peel  would  have  enjoyed  this  cover.'  *  He  will  have 
plenty  of  time  for  sport  during  his  life,'  said  Mr.  Eigby. 

The  quotation  is  not,  perhaps,  strictly  in  place  in  an  article  on 
partridge-shooting,  but  in  such  a  dreadful  season  as  the  present  one 
we  may  be  allowed  a  stray  pheasant  in  September. 

Lord  Palmerston's  attachment  to  field  sports  is  well  known.  His 
letters  are  full  of  allusions  to  them — how  Melbourne  got  the  better 
of  him  in  a  high  wind  and  killed  eight  pheasants  to  his  one ;  how 
they  only  killed  sixteen  *  in  Yew  Tree,'  a  &vourite  wood  at  Broad- 
lands  ;  how  ^  Thresher '  must  be  dismissed,  since  be  spends  his  nights 
in  the  public-house  that  the  poachers  may  spend  theirs  in  the  covers. 
Of  partridge-shooting  he  was  particularly  fond,  and-  continued  to  go 
out  long  after  his  eyesight  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  shoot  with 
Miy  accuracy.  He  never  would  allow  old  age  to  prevent  him  from 
doing  anything  which  he  had  been  used  to  do ;  and  he  regarded 
shooting  as  the  best  way  of  securing  that  bodily  exercise  which  he 
deemed  indispensable  to  health  in  a  man  whose  brain  was  hardly 
worked.  I  wonder,  when  he  became  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
whether  he  ever  shot  over  Pitt's  farm. 

The  last  upon  our  list  is  the  late  Lord  Derby,  who  was  onoe — so 
8aid  the  newspapers— much  disappointed  because  his  party  at 
Knowsley  only  killed  eighty  brace  of  birds  one  day  at  the  end  of 

'  Since  writing  these  words  I  have  heard  from  a  country  pulpit  tJje  present  wet 
ascribed  to  the  progress  of  Eitualism. 
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October.  He  was  an  excellent  shot  himself,  and  extremely  fond  of 
the  sport,  and  liked  shooting,  either  alone  or  with  one  other  friend, 
over  spaniels  trained  to  keep  within  easy  shot  of  him,  say  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  yards.  He  always  used  *  cockers '  for  this  purpose, 
and  it  is  on  record  that  in  one  small  Lancashire  turnip  field  he  once 
shot  twenty-three  brace  of  birds  over  two  of  these  dogs  without  ever 
going  out  of  it.  Where  the  birds  are  very  abundant  we  are  not 
sure  that  this  is  not  better  sport  for  a  time  than  killing  them  to 
pointers  and  setters.  The  shooting  is  quicker ;  you  cannot  tell  quite 
so  easily  whereabouts  the  birds  will  rise ;  and  the  dogs  have  a  way 
of  their  own  of  working,  almost  as  interesting  as  a  pointer.  I  once 
had  the  honour  of  being  intimately  acquainted  with  a  spaniel — not  a 
cocker,  but  a  rather  bigger  dog — ^who  would  keep  just  before  you  in 
turnips,  like  Lord  Derby's  cockers,  though  he  had  never  been  taught 
to  do  it,  and  who,  when  birds  were  near  him,  would  turn  round  for  a 
moment,  look  you  in  the  face,  and  wag  his  tail,  as  much  as  to  say, 
^  Here  they  are ;  come  on,'  and  then  go  on  and  put  them  up.  The 
delight  which  a  spaniel  takes  in  shooting  is,  I  think,  even  more 
distinctly  manifested  than  it  is  in  pointers  and  setters ;  at  least  I 
never  saw  dogs  exhibit  their  emotions  so  plainly  as  the  spaniel 
aforesaid  and  one  other  of  my  own.  We  can  fancy  that  Lord  Derby 
would  have  loved  the  dogs  for  this  very  trait — ^a  trait  so  character- 
istic of  himself. 

Partridge-shooting  at  the  present  day  has  no  doubt  lost  many 
of  its  former  charms,  not  only  material  but  moral.  There  is  such  a 
fuss  now  about  the  game  laws,  and  farmers  are,  in  some  places  at  all 
events,  so  different  fix)m  what  they  used  to  be,  and  so  sulky  and  discon- 
tented on  the  score  of  shooting  rights,  that  half  the  pleasure  of 
shooting  is  destroyed.  In  former  days,  when  no  tenant  former  ever 
wanted  to  shoot,  or  would  have  cared  for  the  privilege  if  it  had  been 
offered  to  him,  nothing  of  the  kind  was  ever  felt,  and  the  landlord 
knew  he  was  just  as  welcome  in  his  tenant's  turnips  as  he  would  have 
been  in  his  farm-house.  The  golden  age,  so  prettily  described  by  Lord 
Stanhope  in  his  <  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,'  is  probably  not  the  least  over- 
charged, and  it  would  have  been  equally  true  to  nature  in  the  reign  of 
G-eorge  IIL,  and  a  good  deal  later  on  than  that.  Indeed,  there  are 
many  parts  of  England  where  it  is  true  to  nature  still ;  where  the 
young  squire  goes  in  to  an  old-fashioned  luncheon  in  an  old-fashioned 
house,  with  an  old-fashioned  host  to  entertain  him,  who  would  no  more 
think  that  shooting  was  '  for  the  likes  of  him '  than  he  would  dream  of 
being  Pope  of  Some.  Such  a  man  delights  like  his  grandfather  in  show- 
ing his  landlord  the  coveys,  in  marking  down  the  birds,  and  in  carrying 
his  share  of  the  game.  In  fact,  there  are  a  few  Mester  Poysers  and  a  few 
Hayslope  Hall  farms  to  be  met  with  still  in  sheltered  situations,  where 
doubtless  Lord  Stanhope's  picture,  mutatis  mutaTidis,  may  be  realised. 
But  the  more  general  ill-feeling  which  he  acknowledges  to  exist  he  attri- 
butes to  the  'excessive  increase  and  effeminate  pursuit  of  game,'  which 
is  characteristic  of  our  own  times.    The  rabbit,  he  says,  is  in  many 
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English  counties  the  best  ally  of  the  Badical.    It  may  be  so,  but  Lord 
Stiuohope  should  remember  that  since  the  sale  of  game  has  been  legalised 
game-preserving  has  become  a  business,  and  to  such  an  extent  is  this 
carried  by  some  gentlemen  that  they  will  not  ask  any  man  to  join 
their  shooting  parties  who  is  not  known  to  kill  his  game  clean  and 
fit  for  the  market.    Clumsy  shots  who  mangle  their  birds  are  not 
admitted  to  share  in  the  highly  scientific  sport ;  and  the  reason  why 
game  is  preserved  in  such  quantities  is  that  there  is  so  large  and  pro- 
fitable a  demand  for  it.    The  Bill  which  legalised  the  sale  of  game  is 
answeraUe  for       result ;  of  that  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Before 
that  time  neither  preserving  nor  poaching  was  carried  to  the  length 
they  are  now.    There  was  far  more  game  on  unprotected  land,  and 
less  where  it  was  preserved.    We  see  that  Lord  Althorpe  could 
go  out  by  himself  and,  though  only  a  middling  shot,  kill  his  twenty 
brace  of  birds  on  impreserved  land  in  Warwickshire.    The  property 
qualification  too,  which  still  exists  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland,  kept 
down  the  number  of  shooters,  and  caused  partridges  to  be  compara- 
tively plentiful  where  now  you  can  scarcely  see  a  brace.    I  myself 
know  some  groimd  in  an  adjoining  coimty  to  Warwickshire  where  forty 
years  ago  there  was  no  preserving  at  all,  and  where  anybody  might 
dioot  who  chose,  provided  he  had  the  legal  right :  yet  a  relative  of  my 
own  has  often  told  me  that  when  he  was  a  young  man  he  could  go  out 
like  Lord  Althorpe  and  kill  twenty  brace  of  birds  over  those  hiUs  and 
think  little  of  it.    Under  these  circumstances  there  was  clearly  less 
temptation  to  excessive  preservation  than  there  is  now,  and  that  for 
two  reasons.    The  nobleman  or  gentleman  who  killed  the  enormous 
quantities  of  game  which  it  is  the  fashion  to  kill  at  present  would 
hardly  have  known  what  to  do  with  it  when  he  could  not  sell  it ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  could  always  be  sure  of  sufficientiy  good  sport 
with  wild  birds  alone,  unindebted  to  either  keeper  or  watcher.  This 
was  true  to  some  extent  of  pheasants  as  well  as  of  partridges.  The 
Game  Act  of  1831  has  certainly  led  to  results  which  were  never 
contemplated  by  its  authors.    And  what  was  intended  only  to  be 
the  abolition  of  a  privilege  attaching  to  the  possession  of  land 
has  ended  in  the  introduction  of  a  system  which  is  mischievous 
to  the  whole  community.    At  the  same  time  we  must  remember 
that  this  statement  requires  to  be  largely  qualified  by  the  un- 
doubted advantages  arising  firom  the  sale  of  game,  which  brings 
it  within  the  reach  of  the  general  public;  and  why  the  general 
public  should  be  deprived  of  an  agreeable  and  nutritious  article  of 
food  because  some  of  the  lawless  classes  will  insist  upon  stealing  it 
is  difficult  to  comprehend.    The  agricultural  discontent  is,  of  course, 
another  branch  of  the  question  with  which  we  do  not  purpose  to  deal; 
nor,  indeed,  was  it  our  intention  to  have  been  betrayed  even  into  this 
brief  dissertation  on  the  subject  of  the  game  laws.    Our  business  has 
been  solely  to  illustrate  the  remark  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
paper— namely,  that  ^  partridge-shooting  is,  as  it  were,  the  duty  of 
an  English  gentleman  of  statesmanlike  propensities.' 

T.  E.  Ebbbel. 
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The  Failure  of  Altbuism. 

r^B  inventions  and  theories  these  days  ajto  likely  to  be  diatin- 
guished  in  the  future.  It  is  true  that  what  is  near  in  time  or 
place  is  apt  to  bulk  too  largely.  In  all  periods,  to,  those  who  live  in 
them,  things  are  at  high  interest.  Only  when  the  days  have  retreated 
considerably  among  their  previous  fellows,  can  even  the  judicial  his^ 
torian  marshal  them  according  to  their  stature.  That  much  soimtific 
fact  is  realised  and  put  into  operation,  has  been  the  staple  subject  of 
declamation  for  so  long  that  it  is  hardly  safe  to  risk  a  w(»xl  in  the 
directiiHi.  Hands  up  to  ears,  and,  ^  Save  us  talk  about  telegraphs, 
steam-engines,  even  telephones,  and  phonographs,'  would  be  the  most 
likely  reception  to  one  who  should  try  to  expatiate  on  the  glories  of 
the  century.  Nevertheless,  though  nothing  so  valuable  to  humanity 
as,  for  example,  the  spade,  was  discovered  by  our  Watts,  Stephenaons, 
Faradays,  and  Edisons,  great  physical  advance  has  been  with  us. 
Whether  the  moral  .advance,  which  is  always  the  correlative  of  real 
material  improvement,  is  to  be  seen  in  the  world  of  theories,  gospels, 
doubts,  devdlopments,  and  other  incomplete  things  of  what  is  g^e- 
raUy  called  now-a^ys  a  transition  period,  may  be  considered  a 
valuable  inquiry.  It  is  at  least  subtle  enough.  There  is  a  kind  of 
Egyptian  darkness  over  all  the  spiritual  fields,  old  and  new.  The 
clouds  may  be  now  passing;  but,  as  yet,  hope  has  not  fix^  very 
steadily  npQn  any  indication  of  the  eternal  light  beyond. 

It  is  a  high  enterprise  to  invent  the  moral  scheme  that  would 
harmonise  into  some  unity  physical  and  moral  totagbnisikis  that 
seem,  often  quite  uselessly,  in  eager  operation.  To  collect  a  few 
choice  spirita  in  a  coimtry-house,  and  squeeze  them  as  to  what  they 
really  would  have  and  do  in  the  way  of  rearranging  public  afiEEors, 
was  m  ingenuous  and  somewhat  ingenious  plan.  It  was  hardly  to 
be  ex|>ect^  that  out  of  a  few  elements  of  individuality,  thrown  at 
random  together,  any  very  sublime  composition  could  be  raised.  Acci* 
dents  do  happen;  fabulous  apples  fall,  to  reveal  mysteries;  but  the 
pretty  plfdn  trutb  in  moral,  as  in  material  science;,  is  that  oat  df 
substo^ce  substance  can  only  come.  It  is  not  at  all  an  axiom  in  the 
kingdidm  of  thought  that  two  or  ten  heads  are  better  than  one.  The 
theorist  of  this  new^method  has  already,  like  so  many  good  men,  gone 
wrongs  He  would  drive  and  bUmp  the  vessel  6f  our  modem  hopes. 
Were  he  offidial  or  popular  helmsmat  aiough,  back  again  among  the 
shoals— the  idolatries-rand  quaintnesses— of  the  middb  an4  dark  ages. 
The  old  skin  bottle  of  the  papacy  is  far  too  dry  and  dusty  for  the  new 
wine  of  life.  With  all  its  accessories  and  climates  to  help,  only  the 
decrepit  sit  at  the  feasts  where  the  infitUible  papa  presides.  The 
ideal  church  by  bur  later  lights  is  confused  with  the  hybrid,  pagan- 
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and-Helurew  reality*  This  is  how>ii^  is  done:  and  hence  Newmans, 
Huirell-Froades,  Poseys,  possibly  Mallocks — ^men  of  fine,  too  fine 
&oalty,andof  the  flushed  eiithusiasm  that  ends  in  the  reaction  and  weak- 
ness that  n^ed  rest,  ,  Hardly  are  the  stronger  Buskins  safe  from  the  pic- 
toresque  attractions  of  my  thologic  ruins  and  monkish  repose.  Under 
the  sbf^dow  of  any  big,  ragged  wings  the  weaker  ones  have  aspiration 

imagination  ^ough  to  find  their  peculiar  form  of  peace.  While 
we  cannot  be  led  by  such  spirits,  we  could  no  more  aflFord  to  want 
tivem,  in  our  actual  republic,  than  society  could  spare  the  delightful, 
inspiring  presence  of  woman  to  glorify  its  every  scene. 

All  these  are  advances  or  retreats  on  the  old  lines.  From 
Kome  to  Geneva  and  Geneva  to  Rome  were  till  lately  the  main 
journeys  on  the  theological  continent.  But  our  day  has  seen  novel 
enterprise  in  religion.  The  Italian  sweet  soimd  of  Altruism,  is  the 
latest  ai^pearance  of  interest  on  the  horizon  round  which  so  many 
theories  of  life  have,  like  summer  lightning,  been  playing,  it  may  be 
for  healthfulness  in  some  way.  '  The  love  of  others '  would  be  the 
plain  English  translation  of  lids  somewhat  mysterious  word.  If  we 
love  others  with  our  mind  and  soul  and  strength,  if  we  love  our 
neighbour  pot  only  as  much  as  ourselves,  but  twice  as  much,  nay, 
infinitely  as  much,  in  other  words,  ourselves  not  all,  we  have  secured 
then  the  perfect  ideal.  It  does  not  seem  quite  a  new  gospel,  but 
practically  it  really  is.  One  old  ideal  included  this  duty  to  fellows  as 
a  half  of  hmnan  aspiration,  and  the  secondary  half.  The  altruists, 
Uke  the  cunningest .  acrobats,  now  profess  to  fly  the  whole  human 
race,^  on  one  wing  to  each  individual,  in  the  airy  r^ons  of  the 
spiritual  life.  It  is  to  bo  feared,  perhaps  hoped^  that  the  scientific 
Dsedalus  will  have  as  little  satisfaction  out  of  this  youth,  Altruism,  as 
tile  old  Greek  had  of  his  Icarus,  whose  waxen  back  and  wings  tilie 
spn  melted  inexorably,  so  that  he  got  down  among  the  dead  things. 
Even  ballooning  with  all  appliances  is  a  very  helpless  amusement* 

It  has  been  said  by  grave  and  famous  writers  that  women  want 
imagination  of  the  highest  type.  It  is  a  woman  who  at  present 
takes  the  lead  in  Eughmd  in  propagating  this  new  gospeL  *  George 
EUot,'  trained  at  the  scientific  school  every  moment  that  could  be 
spared  from  what  some  think  better  work,  has  become  certainly  the 
most  popular  apostle  of  the  one^winged  ideal.  The  dogma  is  not 
hers ;  but  she  preaches  it  quite  with  missionary  enthusiasm.  It  was 
the  too  mathematical— i|i  pther  word,  mad — Frenchman,  Comte, 
who  struck  out  the  sublime  idea  that, — ^blessed  be  man,  man  was 
wholly  sufficient  unto  himself.  The  first  table  of  the  highest  ideal 
m(N:ality  could  be  eliminated  with  great  advantage,  he  tiiought,  in 
solving  the  problem  of  life.  Mathematicians  can  never  understand 
that  in  moral  spheres  two  and  two  ma^  not  always,  or  ever,,  make 
four.  Bare  American  free-traders  {aimillimi  cygnia)  clinch  their 
a^rguments  beyond  change  with  this  munerical  argument,  but  how 
strangely  the  facts  elude  their  perfect  accuracy  of  demonstration  1 
It  was  only  when  his  nature  matured  that  Comte  began  to  find  his 
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Positivism  failing  him  at  every  turn,  and  that  the  element  of  groins 
which  was  knit  with  his  mechanical  faculty  commenced  to  realise 
the  ideal  world  in  its  formative  power.  He  was  on  the  road  to 
making  a  scheme  or  fiishion  of  beautiful  living  towards  the  end  of 
his  life.  On  his-  own  path  he  had  arrived  at  *  the  love  of  others  * 
as  an  ideal,  and  every  sign  pointed,  if  his  power,  of  thinking  had 
gone  on  increasing,  to  the  higher  and  inclusive  one  to  which  all 
minds  of  first-class  power  reach.  Physical  weakness,  and  some 
degree  of  dotage,  overtook  him ;  but,  even  so,  the  valuable  part  of 
the  man  is  what  he  did  in  the  way  of  setting  lines  down  for  a  new 
religious  hierarchy.  With  wonder  it  has  been  remarked  how  like 
the  Roman  Catholic  system  his  was  growing;  the  explanation  of 
which  simply  is  that,  to  really  powerful  minds,  religions  must  have 
much  the  same  constitutions,  the  popular  necessities  and  growths 
of  places  and  times  making  the  noticeable  differences.  Unfortn- 
nately,  Comte  left  an  incomplete  legacy  to  his  followers ;  and  none 
of  them  having  ever  yet  reached  as  far  as  he  did,  they  are  but 
wallowing  in  the  Egjrpt  and  wilderness  of  Positivism  and  one-winged 
Altruism. 

It  appears  there  are  small  metropolitan  collections  of  worshippers 
of  *  The  Being  of  Humanity '  in  Paris  and  in  London.  But  none 
of  Gomte's  followers  in  either  place  can  be  said  to  have  reached  even 
his  own  spiritual  level.  They  have  become  the  expounders  of  his 
one-sided  logic,  or  given  ardent  voice  to  his  weaker  or  more 
intolerant  fenaticisms  ;  but  they  are  singularly  destitute  of  spiritual 
light  and  the  humility  which  is  never  far  off  from  genuine  reli- 
gious thoughtfulness.  Intellectual  scorn  is  a  pretty  product  of  our 
scientific  modernism,  but  it  is  hardly  a  prophetic  endowment ;  and 
the  eloquent  apostles  of  the  religion  of  humanity,  who  condescend 
now  and  then  through  the  periodical  press  and  otherwise  to  let  us 
know  how  superior  they  are  to  the  weaker  sort  still  grovelling  amidst 
the  remains  of  historical  superstitions,  have  yet  to  begin  their 
spiritual  schooling  before  they  touch  us  much.  Out  of  the  silent 
and  the  sorrowful  can  only  come  the  still  small  voice  of  ultimate 
religious  direction.  And  Comte,  as  a  poor  and  solitary,  if  not 
humble  thinker,  stands  yet  greatly  above  any  of  his  disciples. 
Despite  not  a  little  of  the  theatric,  the  hoimd  of  thought  clung  to 
him  to  the  death  of  him.  In  some  way  the  thinker  must  die  for 
his  fellows.  Only  with  sacrifice  of  life  can  great  things  be  secured 
in  the  high  kingdoms.  If  any  men  have  held  devotedly  onward 
towards  what  they  thought  best  in  them,  this  hero  of  Parisian 
poverty  and  misery  may  get  place  of  honour  among  them.  Having 
great  sympathy  with  the  man,  one  does  not  see  the  less,  but  the  more 
clearly,  that  he  was,  as  to  greatest  things,  a  fidlure.  He  has,  how- 
ever, left  much  of  real  value  to  thinkers ;  and  Altruism,  in  the 
right  place,  is  a  genuine  product :  but  he  did  not  know  its  proper 
relations ;  and  his  followers  are  worshipping  mere  idols,  dead  as  any 
stock  or  stone  that  ever  savage  palavered. 
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Practically,  our  English  altruists  are  on  the  same  ground  with  the 
utilitarians,  of  whom  we  hear  less  now,  since  Positivism  of  science  and 
Alfcniism^  of  religion  have  come  into  the  field.  Jeremy  Bentham's 
^  greatest  happiness  to  the  greatest  number'  as  the  inMlible  guide  in 
morals,  is  exactly  the  same  as  '  let  us  do  all  things  in  the  interests  of 
our  fellows.'  These  sentiments  are  so  beautiful  in  themselves  that  it 
seems  suicidaL  for  moralists  not  to  be  altogether  pleased  with  them ; 
and,  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that,  so  fieur  as  they  go,  there  is  no  conten- 
tion against,  but  all  for,  them.  The  real  question  is.  Do  they  go  fEur 
enough  ?  That  they  are  partial  and  deceptive  exactly  at  the  moment 
when  some  beauty  of  deed  is  imperatively  needed,  is  the  point.  Here 
they  fail  for  ever.  If  there  be  nothing  more  than  utility,  if  there  be  only 
bare  duty  to  others,  then  d^;radation  from  bad  to  worse  is  the  course. 
Believers  in  such  ideals  will  fell  lower  and  lower,  till  they  land  in 
cyuicism,  despair,  and  ultimate  hatred  to  humanity.  Men,  women, 
duldren  grow  and  decay,  bodily  and  spiritually ;  they  are  loveable,  they 
are  hateful,  even  to  the  touch ;  no  individual  has  head  or  heart  wide 
enough  to  contain  all  the  joys  and  sorrows,  beauties  and  monstrosities 
of  life  :  it  would  jnake  the  greatest  man  or  woman  that  ever  lived 
mad  in  a  day,  to  live  thoroughly  and  solely  either  on  the  utilitarian 
or  the  altruistic  principle.  In  a  true  scheme,  both  of  them  can  find 
due  subordinate  position ;  but  woe  to  world,  or  nation,  or  individual 
that  could  get  all  arrangements  made  by  which  to  try  the  experiment 
of  living  within  either  of  these  shirts  of  Nessus  for  best  and  outer 
garment. 

With  the  author  of 'The  Mill  on  the  Floss,'  there  can  be  no 
cold-blooded  controversy.  To  put  it  truly,  she  is  only  losing  better 
things  by  toiling  so  manfully  in  conmioner  fields  than  she  was  born 
to.  The  loophole  through  which  she  has  escaped  from  her  paradise 
or  Eden  of  imaginative  fiction  is  of  the  old  Eve  character,  curiosity ; 
and  we  must  be  content,  since  declines  are  not  new  phenomena.  If 
she  had  been  equal  to  the  highest  things,  she  would  not  have  fallen 
into  the  laboured  cynicism  of  her  later  work.  If  she  had  had  the 
true  prophetic  gift,  she  could  not  have  become  the  teacher  of  this  new 
metamorphosis  of  the  hylic  or  matter  element.  For  this  it  is,  and 
nothing  less — ^the  old  gospel  of  materialism  arranged  in  a  new  and 
feseinating  garment.  It  is  wonderftd  how  well  these  angels  of 
darker  spheres  can  dress  up,  to  personate  those  of  better,  brighter 
planets.  Theories  of  naked  Altruism  are,  when  unapplied,  futility ; 
and,  if  put  into  practice,  failure,  even  for  the  strongest  heads  and 
hearts.  And  how  could  the  weak,  the  poor,  the  criminally  degraded 
live  on  such  a  gospel  ?  The  greatest  happiness  to  the  least  number, 
number  one,  is  a  weight  which  no  utilitarianism  can  ever  move  with 
any  frdcrum ;  the  infinite  majority  live,  and  must  live,  on  the  selfish 
principle  from  which  the  greatest  of  ideals  can  only  awake  them  at 
joyful  ^but  seldom  divine  intervals.  '  Love  all  others,'  except  on  the 
rascally  principle  of '  honesty  is  the  best  policy,'  is  as  hypocritical  as 
it  is  vague  and  impracticable.    If  Altruism  means  anything  in  its 
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advocates'  mouths,  it  must  be  somewhat  equival^t  to  Goethe's 
abDegation  or  to  the  Christian's  self-denial ;  but  neither  of  these  make 
this  the  end  of  the  journey,  as  the  altruists  do  ;  it  is  only  the  last 
step  of  a  prepa/ratio  for  the  life  of  beauty  and  perfect  artistic  action 
that  then  begins* 

The  origin,  and  the  short  but  suggestive  history  of  Aluruism,  can 
throw  the  best  light  on  what  it  is. 

Taking  its  life  from  a  philosophy  of  universal  hiunan  progress — 
universal  human  decline  being  a  quite  forgotten  possibility— -ihis  of 
itself  would  make  it  suspect  to  many  cautious,  sound  minds.  But 
assuming  the  law  of  progress.  Altruism  is  the  redAictio  ad  abmrdum 
to  which  it  comes.  Early  or  savage  races  are  mythologic,  naturally 
poetic,  or  at  least  poetic  so  £Etr  as  superstition  is;  more  advanced 
peoples  are  metaphysical,  theological,  didactic ;  nations  in  the  highest 
state  of  civilisation  are  exact,  scientific,  without  imagination,  except 
the  theoretic  which  science  needs.  This  philosophy  of  three  proposi- 
tions seemed  for  a  time  to  exhaust  all  the  problems  of  sky,  earth,  and 
waters  under  the  earth,  with  those  also  of  all  their  inhabitants, 
gods,  men,  and  animals.  The  discoverer  of  so  inclusive  a  theory 
rested  satisfied,  after  the  completion  of  this  cosmos,  for  a  considerable 
period ;  but  he  was  the  first  before  all  his  disciples  to  feel  the  weakness 
of  it,  and  to  attempt  to  get  out,  as  for  life,  into  a  more  human,  emo- 
tional atmosphere. 

To  mankind  it  would  be  like  living,  or  dying  rather,  in  an  ex- 
hausted receiver,  to  be  imprisoned  in  Comte's  dry  intellectualism  of 
exact  science.  Emotionalism  is  present  equally  in  whatever  advance  of 
civilisation.  Tyndall  himself  cannot  live  without '  moods '  and  *  gazings 
on  the  infinite  azure,'  which  are  the  rankest  heresy  to  the  Positivist 
philosophy ;  and  as  to  the  mass  of  even  the  educated  spirits  of  our 
most  modem  peoples,  the  absolute  quantity  in  them  of  what  positivists 
call  mythology,  superstition,  metaphysics,  theology,  is  little,  if  at 
all,  changed  by  the  advance  of  science.  Mere  symbol  wor^ip  or 
idolatry,  under  different  aspects,  is  as  widely  prevalent  and  intense 
now  as  ever.  Theology  is  as  popular  and  strong  as  at  any  past 
time,  even  inside  the  laboratories  of  scientists.  It  would  be  quite 
a  feasible  thesis  to  undertake  to  prove  that,  as  the  physicists  say 
of  energy  in  the  universe,  the  quantities  of  superstition,  meta- 
physics, science,  in  the  world,  are  always  absolutely  the  same,  however 
they  change  in  appearance.  Early  and  ignorant  peoples  believe  in 
gods  and  demons,  semi-civilised  in  dogmas  and  theologic^  hierarchies ; 
but  we,  the  last  results  of  time,  the  civilised,  the  enlightened,  believe 
only  in  science,  as  being  all-powerful  to  supply  and  satisfy  the  entire 
wants  and  aspirations,  material  and  spiritual,  of  man.  The  feUacy  in 
this  is  in  the  *we' ;  and  that  in  two  lights — ^first,  how  many  does  the 
word  include  ?  and  second,  of  this  number,  what  is  their  quality, 
depth,  accuracy,  reality  of  knowledge  ?  It  would  be  bold  to  doubt 
whether  there  may  be  more  really  scientific  men  now  than  in  periods 
and  places  which  Gomte  would  call  mythological  or  theological ;  it 
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would  be  only  exact  and  scientific  to  say  that  the  quality  of  the 
knowledge  or  science  of  these  days  is  not  essentially  superior,  with 
regard  to  individuals,  to  that  of  what  he  thinks  less  advanced  states  of 
hfe.  Science  itself  to  positivists  is  a  superstition,  and  they  themselves 
Uve  in  the  mythologic  stage  like  the  savages  they  deride  too  much. 
What  is  their  maid  faith  in  mere  measuring,  telescoping,  and 
microscoping  but  another  species  of  superstition  ?  It  is  not  useless ; 
but  no  superstition,  even  far  meaner  fetichisms  than  theirs,  is  with- 
out some  general  and  private  benefit.  If  they  found  a  philosopher's 
stone  that  would  turn  a  kingdom  into  food,  clothes,  and  all  the  other 
goods,  where  would  there  be  grounds  for  the  infinite  jubilations  ? 
b  rich,  crowding  vulgus  to  be  the  earth's  mmmum  honvm  ?  From 
this  result,  too,  how  far  they  are  and  ever  will  be !  Have  we  not 
the  wretched  among  us  as  many  as  before — for  all  the  unimaginative 
practicality  of  inventive  science  ?  The  men  of  spiritual  Uves  do 
actually  momrn  over  the  state  of  popular  modem  life,  with  all  the 
seeming  science  that  is  abroad.  If  we  could  get  our  scientific  feet 
on  the  most  volcanic  of  moons,  what  matter?  Athenians  hearing 
tiie  newest  things  are  constant  phenomena  in  every  period.  Death 
hunts  us  all  remorselessly,  and  science,  when  most  altruistic,  helps 
us  not.  It  has  no  immortality  for  us,  none ;  and  the  race  of  man 
cares  not  much  for  the  stony  cakes  it  offers  as  food.  They  cannot, 
the  poor,  weaker  creatures — and  can  the  philosophers  themselves  ? — 
live  beautiful  lives  on  the  prospect  of  being  fossils,  or  even  spiritual 
winds  of  the  material  future. 

A  philosophy  of  this  sort  soon  failed  Comte  himself.  He 
dropped  the  philosopher  who  was  to  guide  the  civilised  world  by 
positive  scientific  intellect  and  nothing  more,  and  became  the 
theologian.  He  had  tried  to  empty  modem  aspiration  of  all  divinity, 
of  all  emotion,  the  spring  and  source  of  mankind's  noblest  being 
and  deed  in  life,  art,  government,  at  all  past  periods.  But  he  found 
that  he  would  have,  in  this  state  of  things,  oidy  one  genuine  convert, 
namely,  himself;  and,  on  the  discovery,  even  the  one  apostatised. 
The  new  religion  of  Altruism  was,  at  this  point,  bom ;  and  a  hierarchy 
of  the  usual  graded  kind  grew  around  its  main  dogma,  ^Let  us 
worship  The  Being  of  Humanity,'  in  other  words,  *  Let  us  imagine  a 
collection  of  the  best  things  in  all  men,  and  worship  that  in  some 
shape.  There  is  no  God;  there  is  no  immortality;  there  are  no 
facts  corresponding  to  the  ideals  of  the  nations ;  yet,  somehow,  we 
need  worship ;  and,  knowing  our  fellows  as  realities,  let  us  set  t^em 
up  ideally  as  entire  object  of  our  inspirations.'  This  was  and  is 
-Aitruism.  Nothing  beyond  this ;  the  rest  is  mere  detail  of  govem- 
ment,  constitution,  practicalities. 

Ilie  most  ciuious  result  in  the  latter  aspect  was  the  strange,  and 
worse  than  strange,  social  absurdities  that  Comte's  followers  ended 
i&)  and  not  illogically.  Bazard,  Enfantin,  Chevalier,  and  others 
made  the  oddest  attempts  at  building  a  religion.  WHiat  most  puzzled 
them,  and  soon  destroyed  their  whole  doubtful  fabric,  was  the 
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position  of  woman  in  the  scheme.  Mary,  the  Virgin  of  Catholicism, 
came  over  into  the  religion,  by  sympathy  as  well  as  philosophy. 
By-and-by,  France  could  not  tolerate  the  state  of  things,  on  the 
ordinary  social  gromids  of  morality.  Comte  himself  had  decided  for 
woman  as  the  ideal  of  his  religion ;  the  English  missionary  of  most 
eflfect,  '  George  Eliot,'  chooses  man,  the  pre-Christian  Jewish  man 
whose  Canaan  is  entirely  of  this  earth,  as  the  crown  of  altruistic 
aspirations.  It  is  a  religion  of  gallantries,  of  communistic  exchanges 
of  the  higher  aflFections,  sweet  to  the  initiated ;  but  hopelessly  obscure 
and  weak  in  attractive  power  to  all  else. 

Here,  in  the  weakness  of  its  motive  powers  throughout,  we  touch 
one  of  the  chief  sources  of  the  failure  of  Altruism.  Even  for  highly 
cultivated  minds  its  impelling  force  is  small ;  and  this  decreases  so 
swiftly,  as  the  appeal  goes  downward  to  the  weak  and  poor,  that  the 
crowd  could  not  and  cannot  understand  it  with  the  heeui,  much  less 
live  with  the  warm  action  of  the  heart  by  it.  Who  does  not  know 
that  the  most  mathematical  makers  of  systems  for  the  material  and 
general  improvement  of  their  fellows,  are  chronically  the  most  careful 
as  to  touching  with  a  finger  the  real  burdens  of  life  which  are  near 
them  ?  If  their  fellows  should  only  take  their  system,  they  wofM 
work :  but  till  then,  they  are  wronged ;  and  who  could  expect  them 
to  help  the  foolish,  unsystematic  needs  of  miserable  creatures 
who  live  far  too  considerably  on  worthless,  passing  emotion  ?  Can- 
ning's philanthropist  who  could  not  give  sixpence  to  the  knife- 
grinder,  though  his  heart  was  '  rapt  away '  in  altruistic  love  of  his 
fellows,  less  the  fellow,  is  no  extinct  type  among  men,  however  much 
good  the  struggling  people  may  owe  to  individuals  of  the  altruistic  cult 
There  are  worse  types  than  the  Mrs.  Jellybys,  who  are  so  intent  on 
African  advances,  while  their  own  homes  are  miserable.  Were  it  not 
for  the  army  of  far  other  and  professedly  emotional  cults,  our  crowded 
modem  countries  would  become  scenes  terribly  illustrative  of  the 
modem  doctrine, '  The  survival  of  the  fittest.'  Love  of  others  from 
the  basis  of  exact,  secular  knowledge,  soon  clears  up  to  be  love  of  the 
best  others ;  and  this  develops  into  destraction  of  the  worst  others 
inevitably.  Even  the  warmest,  widest  heart  would  come  to  this  on 
altruistic,  positive  principles.  And  were  such  a  religion  ever  to  ac- 
quire persuasive,  popular  force,  the  crowd  would  soon  feel,  if  they 
might  not  be  able  to  see,  that,  for  the  real  good  of  others,  shooting 
the  weak  ones  through  the  head,  as  on  material  principles  we  do  to 
our  best  loved  animals,  would  be  the  supreme  kindness.  Have  we 
not  had  all  this  already  *  wisely '  pointed  at  by  the  positivists,  the 
Darwinians,  the  Gregs,  in  their  current  articles  on  such  questions  as 
population  and  national  advance  ?  There  are  enigmas  too  cunning  for 
any  man  to  unlock  ;  and  the  intellect  alone  is  as  feeble  in  answering 
the  sphinxes  as  is  maudlin  sentiment.  But  the  instinct  of  real 
humanity  will  not  follow  this  strange  company.  They  do  violence  to 
all  that  is  sweetest,  keenest,  grandest,  in  the  simple  as  in  cultivated 
souls.    Such  children  as  Pope,  and  likely  Shakespeare  and  Scott  and 
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Nelson,  to  mention  no  more  out  of  what  a  noble  roll,  for  the  good  of 
'  The  Being  of  Humanity,'  should  have  been  weeded  oflf  in  time,  as 
the  Chinese  are  said  to  do  for  other  than  altruistic  reasons*  Have 
we  not  had  example  in  Boman  Catholic  zeal  of  burning  Protestants, 
for  the  good  of  their  souls,  as  to  what  excessive  or  unregulated  '  love 
of  others '  could  do,  even  in  an  emotional  system  of  human  and  divine 
aflFairs?  What  could  be  expected  from  the  purely  intellectual, 
scientific  love  of  others,. if  allowed  &ee  course  to  its  glorification, 
checked  as  it  would  be  by  no  references  other  than  to  utilities,  and 
utilities  settled,  be  it  never  forgotten,  by  entire  reference  to  human 
intellects,  there  being  nothing  other  available  on  this  platform? 
*  The  Being  of  Humanity '  would  be  a  dumber  god  to  inquiries  than 
any  the  most  heathen  oracle. 

But  such  an  uninspired  religion  can  have  no  hold  on  the  popular 
heart.  The  handful  of  intellectual  men  and  women,  who  have  been 
trying  to  live  by  it,  themselves  abjure  their  theory  the  moment  it  is 
required  that  they  act  it  into  real  life.  Their  time  is  not  ripe,  their 
hour  is  not  come,  the  mob  is  too  dull,  the  game  is  not  worth  the 
candle  ;  these  are  the  doubts  and  fears  of  altruists.  Women,  because 
they  do  not  so  strongly  see  where  they  are  going  in  such  fields, 
sometimes  feel  drawn  to  do  strange  things  and  speak  and  write 
stranger  words :  but  this,  if  a  dangerous,  is  also  a  useful  symptom, 
as  to  the  general  popular  life  ;  it  tells  the  stronger  doctors  what  the 
cure  ought  to  be,  and  that  another  kind  of  motive  power  than 
fitful,  weak,  spasniodic  Altruism  must  be  used  for  the  people's  life. 

To  show  fully  and  clearly,  however,  wherein  this  Altruism  is  a 
failure,  this  religion  bom  of  so-called  modem  scientific  progress, 
it  is  necessary  to  bring  into  view  the  true  Altruism,  which  forms 
only  a  part,  by  no  means  the  whole,  of  the  healthful  religion 
that  is  as  suitable  to  the  child  as  to  the  sage,  and  all  that 
live  their  lives  between  those  extremes.  No  imperfect  one-sided 
synthesis  of  the  past  life  and  thought  of  humanity,  such  as  the 
Positivist  religion  is,  can  ever  be  anything  but  a  mockery  to  what  is 
best  in  man.  With  the  divine  eliminated,  or  something  like  it 
imagined,  not  as  objectively  real,  but  as  a  mere  psychological 
hypothesis,  to  be  used  provisionally,  human  action  must  ever  be  of 
the  earth  earthy,  gross  as  the  hylic  element  in  which  then  it  would 
alone  work.  There  must  be  intellectual  and  emotional  life  in  com- 
munion with  Being  entirely  above  human  and  animal  limitations,  if 
we  are  to  secure  what  has  ever  been  the  aim  of  noblest  religions,  hope 
of  trae  immortality ;  otherwise  it  is  the  shortest  curve,  however 
mechanically  beautiful,  till  we  are  grovelling  in  the  dust  again,  lower 
than  the  beasts  in  the  fierceness  of  our  false  knowledge  and  selfish, 
destructive  fitnesses. 

There  are  distinct  stages  in  the  life  of  an  individual  who  progresses 
to  his  full  manhood.  Nations,  also,  as  being  aggregates  of  indi- 
viduals, have  the  same  road  of  culture  to  walk,  if  they  are  to  reach 
their  highest  possibilities. 
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When  young  we  are  clothed,  for  reasons  of  self-preservation  and 
growth,  in  the  wonderfully  well-fitting  armour  of  Egoism.  Of  some 
of  the  pictures  by  Millais  of  the  golden  youth  of  England,  Suskin 
curiously  wrote  that  he  admired  exceedingly  the  value  these  young 
people  seemed  to  put  upon  themselves.  Injudicious,  wild  thinkers 
would  call  their  appearance  conceit,  foppery,  and  what  not  other 
ribald  names.  The  wiser  moralist  knew  the  infinite  value  of  this 
protecting  shell  for  the  growth  to  manhood  and  womanhood  of  fine 
natures.  It  is  but  too  tragically  true  that  many  noble  Hamletic  and 
Werterian  heroes,  as  well  as  the  vast  majority,  the  dead,  vulgar  souls, 
never  get  out  of  this  enclosure  ;  but,  to  a  certain  stage  of  growth,  it 
is  as  necessary  and  appropriate  as  skin  is  for  natural  birth.  It  is  the 
egoistic  state  of  life. 

If  there  is  no  advance  beyond  this,  as  well  for  us  never  to  have 
appeared  in  life ;  the  dumb  cattle,  especially  those  that  refuse  to  be 
driven,  are  the  true  fellows  of  such  a  class  of  beings.  There  must  be 
deliverance  from  egoism,  for  the  greater  spirits.  What  words  can 
express  their  misery,  their  terror,  their  despair  when  the  trust  in  self 
begins  to  appear  as  but  their  coffin,  to  suffocate  for  ever  everything 
that  is  fair,  honourable,  hopeful,  and  generous  ?  It  is  to  this  crisis 
that  the  prophets  and  priests  of  all  religions  chiefly  address  them- 
selves ;  and  such  loving,  human  ministration,  with  all  its  de- 
ficiencies, has  been,  and  is,  of  incalculable  value.  Greek  *  choice 
of  Hercules,'  Hebrew  *  second  birth,'  modem  '  conversion,'  had  and 
have  the  same  fact  to  meet,  and  are  but  the  different  directions 
of  doctors  of  divine  law  trained  in  different  schools,  as  to  what 
is  needed  for  the  life  of  an  individual  at  this  point.  From  present 
horror  and  future  wrath,  the  more  terrible  for  their  indefinite, 
gigantic  shapings  on  the  darkness  of  comparative  ignorance,  who  will 
deliver  him  ?  who  will  show  him  any  light  ?  From  the  wild  wood  of 
passionate,  early  wanderings,  who  may  guide  him  to  a  new  ideal 
imder  which  any  satis&ctory  action  can  be?  The  Infinite  firom 
above  terrifies  the  miserable  '  me '  in  which  he  had  so  much  £uth ; 
the  Infinite  from  beneath  opens  to  destroy  him  wholly.  The  mys- 
teries of  death  and  life  are  around  him  with  their  unfathomable 
possibilities. 

What  is  the  assistance  here  offered  by  scientific  Altruism  ?  It 
recognises  that  some  change  of  nature  or  action  is  imperatively  neces- 
sary for  the  ^oist  who  has  been  stripped  of  his  shell  of  complacency. 
'  Come  and  let  us  reason  it  out,'  says  this  gospel.  ^  All  the  imagina- 
tions of  Infinity  that  are  worrying  you  are  only  phantoms.  Hold 
still  by  self ;  but  change  your  attitude  outward  to  others,  and  your 
peace  is  entirely  secured.  Above  all,  let  no  emotion,  but  only  cod 
intellect,  enter  into  your  life  any  more.  Know  all  things  from  sky 
above  to  sky  beneath  that  are  possible,  and  rearrange  your  duties  to 
yourself  and  to  others  mathematically,  eliminating  everything  that  is 
not  realisable  to  the  educated,  the  philosophical,  sense.  Be  realists, 
in  the  material  sense  of  realism,  or  die,  that  is,  wallow  in  the  wastes 
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of  imagination.  Love  man,  and  if  Darwinians  prove  the  reality  of  the 
development  of  all  the  creatures  from  protoplasm  ending  in  him,  love 
them  too,  if  they  should  even  be  quite  prepared,  as  beasts  of  prey  or 
other  vermin,  to  hate  you  without  mercy.  By-and-by,  perhaps,  it 
may  be  cannibalism  to  sit  at  the  most  refined  of  tables  as  now  served* 
Life  will  be  sacred  in  a  new  sense.  We  shall  assxmie,  as  we  perfect 
in  Altruism,  the  Hindoo  broom,  for  fear  of  treading  on  flies.' 

It  is  only  necessary  to  state  such  an  ideal  to  show  that  it  is  eter^ 
nally  a  failure,  as  a  practical  guide  of  life,  to  busy,  compromising  man- 
kind. The  higher  Altruism,  on  the  contrary,  appeals  passionately  to 
the  individual  that  self  is  nothing,  and  that  reason  of  a  mathematical 
kind  is  mere  vacuity  in  a  world  like  this.  It  cannot  help  the 
struggling  soul.  It  may  teach  the  vanity  of  passion  and  the  need  of 
wider  utilities  than  any  that  are  bom  of  self;  but  it  cannot  break  the 
egoistic  crust  that  encloses  the  will  and  holds  it  fast  in  the  circle  of 
lower  desires.  It  not  only  does  not  reach  the  Infinite,  but  it  mocks  it 
as  a  shadow  bom  of  false  dreams,  and  the  strength  of  its  own  ideal  is 
broken  before  the  first  storm  of  passion.  It  requires  another  process 
altogether  to  overthrow  the  giant  self  and  bring  all  baser  thoughts 
*  to  the  hest '  of  a  firm  and  high  resolve.  The  diflference  is  eternal 
between  any  system  which  tries  to  make  a  god  out  of  human  reason 
on  the  most  cunning  modem  principles,  and  &ith  in  a  living  God 
embracing  man  and  all  being  in  His  helpful  arms.  There  is  weak- 
ness enough  even  in  the  consciousness  of  such  help,  and  the  forms  of 
hmnan  well-being  are  but  roughly  and  grossly  moulded  tmder  all  the 
impulses  of  this  higher  faith.  But  here  at  least,  as  experience  has 
proved,  there  is  power  to  move  man  and  to  develop  within  him  the 
art  of  noble  living  in  a  way  that  no  refinement  of  Egoism  or  social 
Altruism  can  ever  do. 

The  plainest  Methodist,  with  his  most  uncouth  cry,  is  a  greater 
fiiend  to  his  fellows,  and  has  instincts  of  diviner  mould  withui  him 
than  all  the  merely  intellectual  philosophers  in  the  world.  The  sight 
of  the  Infinite  alone  awakens  within  man  the  tme  ideal,  and  alone 
ctothes  it  with  reality.  It  alone  breathes  form  and  life  into  his 
bigher  aspirations,  and  makes  of  him  a  new  man  I  He  who  lives  in 
this  sight  is  more  than  ^oist  and  more  than  altruist.  He  is  a  divine 
artist,  a  master  with  the  masters  in  all  climes  and  ages,  and  with  the 
Divine  Master  of  the  Cosmos.  He  loses  both  himielf  and  others  in 
the  glory  of  a  great  transformation,  and  becomes  '  a  fellow-worker 
with  God '  in  moulding  a  world  '  out  of  joint '  to  diviner  uses  and 
loan  to  a  nobler  destiny  than  he  can  here  enjoy. 
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Prince  Napoleon  and  European  Democracy. 

Heminiscences  by  Kabl  Blind. 
1. 

THIRTY  years  have  passed  since  I  first  beheld  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, the  *  Prince  of  the  Mountain.'  I  have  still  a  most  vivid 
impression  in  my  mind  of  his  personal  appearance,  and  of  the  whole 
scene  around.  It  was  in  the  stormy  days  of  1849,  deeply- 
agitated  National  Assembly  of  France — shortly  before  that  ever- 
memorable  13th  of  June,  when  Ledru-RoUin  made  an  attempt  to 
save  the  Roman  Republic  (then  under  the  government  of  Mazzini, 
Saffi,  and  Armellini)  from  the  assault  of  Gallic  bayonets  by  a  rising  in 
the  streets  of  Paris. 

The  French  Parliament  in  those  days  presented  a  strangely  multi- 
coloured picture.  Even  before  entering  the  great  Hall,  you  quickly 
obtained  an  idea  of  the  strong  passions  heaving  and  surging  within. 
In  the  Salle  des  Pas-Perdus  a  noisy  throng,  swarming  to  and  fro : 
National  Guards,  troops  of  the  line,  deputies  loudly  d&sputing  with 
each  other,  huissiera,  questors,  in  motley  pell-mell ;  the  long  row 
of  those  who  wished  to  speak  to  a  member,  to  urge  him  on — or  to 
take  him  to  task — being  with  diflSculty  restrained  from  rushing 
in ;  in  the  Assembly  itself,  every  symptom  of  the  grim  struggle 
between  the  sorely  pressed  defenders  of  the  Commonwealth,  Sie 
masked  Royalists  aiming  at  a  Restoration,  and  the  intimate  friends 
of  Louis  Napoleon  bent  upon  dark  designs.  Tumultuous  mass  dis- 
turbances, now  on  the  '  Mountain,'  now  in  the  *  Plain,'  and  then 
again  on  the '  Right,'  alternated  with  well-nigh  ceaseless  exclamations 
and  interruptions  by  individual  members,  or  with  sharp  calls  to  order. 
As  the  several  political  parties  lashed  themselves  into  fury  it  seemed 
as  if  the  Conmionwealth  would  be  stifled  amidst  their  violence. 

In  the  Speaker's  chair  might  be  seen  the  ex-Orleanist  statesman, 
M.  Dupin — a  sarcastic  personage  with  fox-like  glance — a  strange  mix- 
ture of  a  humourist  and  of  an  arrogant  bailiflF.  Involuntarily  our 
eyes  cast  about  for  General  Cavaignac,  the  pitiless  vanquisher  of  that 
terrible  insurrection  of  June  1848,  behind  whose  Social  Democratic 
flag  Bonapartist  and  Legitimist  intrigues  had  also  hidden  themselves. 
There  he  sits,  bending  forward  in  somewhat  melancholy  mood — a 
face  as  of  a  bird  of  prey :  still  more  markedly  so  by  the  bald  and 
somewhat  flat  skull.  He  wears  a  black  dress-coat  and  checkered 
summer  trousers :  the  incongruous  garments  do  not  seem  to  fit  in 
with  the  manner  of  the  man.  A  firm  Republican  in  his  way,  but 
with  a  dash  of  the  Spanish  pronunciamiento  soldier.    In  his  outward 
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look  not  a  vestige  of  the  enthusiasm  of  his  departed  brother  Godefroi 
Cavaignac,  the  zealous  leader  of  the  Eepublican  propaganda,  who, 
however — like  almost  all  the  men  of  the  *  National ' — called  for  what 
he  asserted  to  be  the  *  natural  boundary '  of  France,  namely,  the  Rhine 
frontier. 

Thiers  enters — ^another  Chauvinist.  Some  nine  years  before, 
the  historian  of  the  Consulate  and  the  Empire,  who  brought 
about  the  transfer  of  the  ashes  of  Napoleon  I.  from  St.  Helena,  had 
almost  lighted  up  the  torch  of  war  between  France  and  Germany. 
To  him  the  Eastern  Question  was  to  be  the  pretext  for  getting  to 
the  Shine.  But  all  Germany  replied,  in  Becker's  song,  that '  never 
shall  they  have  it.'  We  were  somewhat  surprised  at  the  exterior  of 
Monsieur  Thiers.  A  remarkably  small  man :  stout ;  of  comfortable 
bourgeois  aspect ;  the  silver-grey  hair  combed  down  to  the  golden- 
spectacled  eyes ;  of  awkward  gait ;  almost  a  comic  figure,  but  a  deep 
political  mind.  He  still  cunningly  declares  the  Republic  to  be  that 
'which  divides  us  least.'  Yet,  at  heart,  he  schemes  for  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  the  Monarchy,  zealously  struggling  against  the  true 
friends  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  company  with  the  reactionary 
*  Society  of  the  Rue  de  Poitiers ' !  What  a  change  was  to  come  over 
him,  years  afterwards — a  great  change  for  the  better ;  but  not  before 
France  had  suflFered  for  the  teaching  to  which  he  had  once  lent  his 
powerful  tongue  and  pen. 

To  the  *  Society  of  the  Rue  de  Poitiers '  (who  would  believe  it 
to-day  ?)  France's  most  distinguished  poet,  Victor  Hugo,  also  swears 
allegiance — then  still  a  Saul  in  his  attitude  towards  the  people's 
cause.  Wbilst  the  other  prominent  poet  of  France,  Lamartine,  had 
helped  in  founding  the  Republic,  few  days  will  pass  ere  Hugo,  as  a 
member  of  a  parliamentary  committee,  will  vote  for  the  proclamation 
of  a  state  of  siege  over  Paris  and  the  neighbouring  districts  !  Ages 
seem  to  divide  us  to-day  from  that  party  position  of  a  great  writer 
who  is  now  looked  upon  as  the  very  patriarch  of  Republicanism,  but 
who,  in  his  even  earlier  pliocene  period,  was  a  Legitimist,  a  Bona- 
partist,  and  an  Orleanist  Peer  in  turn.  He,  too,  like  Thiers,  had 
then,  and  afterwards,  strong  *  Rhenish'  aspirations. 

A  gap  had  already  been  made  in  the  group  of  those  popular  leaders 
who,  after  February  the  25th,  held  the  political  destiny  of  France 
in  their  hands.  Louis  Blanc,  in  May  1849,  when  I  first  came  to 
Paris,  had  been  for  ten  months  an  exile  in  London.  I  well  re- 
member the  deep  emotion  I  felt  for  the  future  of  the  Republic,  when, 
in  August  1848,  I  read,  on  my  way  from  Strassburg  to  Basel,  the 
indictment  preferred  in  the  Constituent  Assembly  against  the  author 
of  the  '  History  of  Ten  Years,'  and  his  subsequent  flight. 

In  the  tiurmoil  into  which  France  then  was  thrown,  shameful  deeds 
were  done  in  the  outraged  name  of  the  Republic.  I  had  sought  refuge, 
after  the  overthrow  of  one  of  our  German  popular  risings,  on  Alsa- 
tian soiL  There  I  was  at  the  head  of  a  committee  founded  for  the 
support  of  a  great  many  of  our  distressed  fellow-exiles.  Falsely 
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accused  of  being  connected  with  the  June  insurrection  at  Paris,  I 
was  imprisoned  in  Strassburg,  and  then,  with  chains  on  my  hands, 
escorted  by  French  gendarmes  to  a  district  where  Swiss  and  German 
territory  joins.  Trusty  Mends,  fortunately,  learnt  in  time  tiiat  a 
plot  had  been  got  up  between  the  French  and  the  German  police 
for  delivering  me  over  to  the  Baden  Government,  Armed  with  guns 
and  other  weapons,  two  of  them  followed  us  at  a  distance,  ready  to 
engage  in  battle  with  the  gendarmes,  should  they  endeavour  to  effect 
a  surrender  of  their  prisoner.  At  the  little  French  frontier  town  of 
St.-Louis,  the  venerable  mayor  had  been  warned  of  the  existence  of 
the  police  plot.  He  indignantly  declared  that,  '  though  no  Repub- 
lican, he  would  consider  his  white  locks  disgraced  if  he  did  not  do 
everything  in  his  power  to  frustrate  the  infamous  scheme.'  I  learnt 
later  that  he  was  an  ex-soldier;  in  politics  inclining  to  Legitimist 
principles;  in  private,  a  man  of  unblemished  character. 

My  departure  from  what  then  still  was  French  soil  had  been  a 
forced  one  in  1848.  In  1849, 1  came  back  as  one  of  the  diplomatic 
envoys  of  Baden  and  the  Palatinate,  where  in  the  meanwhile  the 
popular  party,  aided  by  the  army  itself,  had  achieved  a  signal 
triumph.  The  intervening  months  had  been  full  of  exciting  events. 
We  had  fought  in  the  Black  Forest.  With  Gustav  von  Struve  and 
others,  I  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  been  courtmar- 
tialled,  and  kept  as  a  State  prisoner  in  the  fortress  of  Rastatt.  But 
finally  the  very  troops  of  the  Grand-Duke  of  Baden  rose  in  support  of 
the  German  Parliament ;  and  the  dynasty  having  fled,  a  Cionstituent 
Chamber  was  called  together,  which  pronounced  for  the  Democratic 
form  of  government. 

During  these  events,  the  revolutionary  movement  in  France  had 
wrought  a  Saturnine  destruction  among  its  founders.  The  once 
towering  figure  of  Lamartine  had  receded  to  the  background.  The 
Pretender  of  Strassburg  and  Boulogne,  the  ex-prisoner  of  Ham,  was 
entrusted  with  the  headship  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  he  had 
sworn  to  defend.  No  harm  to  the  popular  cause  at  home  was  at  this 
time  apprehended  from  one  who  was  pronounced  ^that  arch-in- 
capable.' The  only  danger  was  considered  to  be  in  the  Royalist 
direction.  Not  a  few  Republicans  believed  that  Louis  Bonaparte, 
having  been  promoted  to  the  chief  magistracy  as  a  sort  of  stop-gap 
by  the  aid  of  the  various  monarchical  parties,  would  in  due  time 
be  pushed  aside  by  them,  and  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to 
set  up,  as  President,  some  Royalist  general,  who  afterwards  would 
bring  in  a  new  king. 

Of  the  former  membera  of  the  Provisional  Government,  Ledru- 
RoUin,  the  ex-Home  Minister,  still  stood  erect,  in  the  early  part  of 
1849.  ^®  elections  for  the  Legislative  Assembly,  nearly  a  milli<Mi 
votes  had  been  cast,  in  five  departments,  in  his  favour.  Paris 
appointed  him  one  of  its  representatives  by  130,000  votes.  Hifl 
conduct  was  to  be  decisive  for  the  future  of  the  Republican  cause. 
Upon  him  all  eyes  were  directed.    As  a  member  of  the  Executive 
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Commission  he  had,  together  with  General  Cavaignac,  Gramier^ 
Pag^,  and  Arago,  taken  the  first  measures  for  combating  the  insur- 
rection of  June  1848.  Now  he  sought  to  protect  the  freedom  of 
France,  which  was  endangered  by  the  attack  upon  the  Roman 
Bepublicy  and  to  undo  the  terrible  error  which  universal  suffrage  had 
<x>mmitted  in  entrusting  a  Bonaparte  with  the  supreme  political 
fdnctions.  This  duty  naturally  fell  to  him.  He  himself  had  been 
the  *  Father  of  Universal  Suffrage.' 

On  the  summit  of  the  '  Mountain,'  in  the  deeply-torn  Legislative 
Assembly,  were  found  Eattier  and  Boichot,  conmion  soldiers,  in 
their  uniform,  as  representatives  of  the  people*  And  here — strange 
twpect ! — we  see  another  Bonaparte  passionately  striding  forth  from 
the  Montague,  where  he  has  chosen  to  take  his  seat.  It  is  Napoleon, 
the  son  of  Jerome — the  *Red  Prince.'  He  precipitates  himself  to  the 
orator's  platform  of  the  House,  in  order  to  uphold  the  rights  of  Rome, 
against  whose  walls  the  French  cannon  was  belching  forth  its  deadly 
message.  An  Alsatian  deputy,  M.  Beyer — ^whose  acquaintance  I  had 
made  a  year  before,  at  Strassburg,  after  Hecker's  imsuccessful 
Republican  movement  in  the  Black  Forest — came  up  to  the  galleries 
to  direct  our  attention  to  this  Napoleonide,  and  to  some  other  mem- 
bers whom  we  had  not  yet  seen,  or  spoken  to  in  accordance  with  the 
mission  that  had  brought  us  to  Paris. 

The  ^Mountain  Prince'  was,  however,  recognisable  as  a  Bona- 
parte at  a  first  glance,  without  being  specially  pointed  out.  A 
striking  resemblance  to  the  Emperor— only  taller ;  the  feuje  as  yellow 
«  a  quince,  with  prominent,  strongly-developed  chin ;  the  attitude 
now  and  then  reminding  the  spectator  so  much  of  the  typical  one  of 
his  uncle,  as  to  have  an  almost  weird  and  eerie  efi^ect.  When  there 
were  stormy  signs  of  disapprobation,  he  leant  back,  with  folded 
arms,  on  the  wainscoting  of  the  tribune.  In  his  words  a  Democrat, 
he  yet  excited  no  confidence  in  those  who  seemed  best  to  know  his 
character. 

The  mission  entrusted  to  Dr.  Friedrich  SchUtz,  the  member  of 
the  National  German  Assembly,  and  to  myself,  by  the  new  govern- 
ments of  Baden  and  the  Palatinate,  was  not  a  solitary  one  of  its 
kind.  On  a  similar  mission  there  were  then  in  the  French  capital 
Count  Teleki  and  Francis  Pulszky  as  ambassadors  of  Hungary,  and 
Colonel  Frapolli  as  the  diplomatic  representative  of  the  Roman 
Republic.  The  full  powers  which  had  been  agreed  on  between  the 
Executive  at  Karlsruhe  and  the  Provisional  Grovemment  of  Rhenish 
Bavaria  for  their  envoys  were  to  this  effect : — '  That  diplomatic  rela- 
tions should  be  established  with  the  French  Republic;  that  the 
recognition  of  the  new  governments  of  Baden  and  the  Palatinate 
should  be  sought  for;  and  that  in  general  a  Mendly  intercourse 
should  be  maintained  between  the  several  countries.'  There  were 
confidential  instructions  also,  suggesting  a  personal  intercourse  with 
the  leaders  of  the  Republican  party  *  for  the  case  of  probable  events.* 
Many  hoped  for  an  overthrow  of  Louis  Napoleon  by  means  of  a 
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movement  which  would  be  officered  by  Ledru-Bollin,  then  the  most 
popular  chief  of  the  French  democracy. 

Though  but  lately  freed  firom  long  imprisonment  in  the  casemates 
of  Rastatt,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  provisional  government  of  a 
previous  unsuccessful  rising  in  Southern  Germany,  I  went  to  Paris  with 
no  particular  liking.  The  choice  was  not  mine.  It  was  forced  upon 
me  through  the  divided  state  of  the  parties  in  the  new  Executive  in 
Baden.  I  had  advocated  the  immediate  extension  of  the  movement 
to  neighbouring  Wurtemberg,  Hesse,  and  Bavarian  Franoonia,  where 
the  populations  were  ready  to  receive  our  troops  as  friends  and 
deliverers.  I  had  also  drawn  up  a  plan  for  bringing  the  German 
Parliament  from  Frankfort,  where  it  was  threatened  by  the  Royalist  con- 
spiracy, into  the  safer  territory  where  the  people's  cause  had  triumphed. 
This  plan  provided  for  the  gradual  filling  up,  by  means  of  fresh 
elections,  of  the  gaps  which  had  been  made  in  that  Assembly  by  the 
recalling  of  many  of  its  members  through  Government  threats. 
But  the  waverers  and  trinmxers  at  Karlsruhe  could  not  make  up  their 
mind  to  decisive  measures.  Hence  I  had,  tather  unwillingly,  to 
go  to  France  for  a  field  of  activity.  A  negotiation  with  General 
Mieroslawski,  the  Polish  exile,  was  to  be  concluded,  whose  name  had 
a  good  somid  among  German  freemen ;  and  French  afiairs  had  to  be 
watched  in  the  interest  of  the  struggling  party  of  our  own  father- 
land. Arrived  at  Paris,  where  Dr.  Schiitz  had  already  preceded 
me,  we  sent  the  copy  of  our  full  powers  without  delay  to  the  then 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  M.  de  Tocqueville. 

Prussia  and  Austria  were  in  those  days  at  loggerheads  from  rival 
dynastic  ambition.  The  German  Parliament  was  menaced  by  the 
princes.  Along  the  Rhine  the  tempest  of  war  arose,  which  was  to 
crush  the  promising  movements  of  the  Palatinate  and  Baden. 
Under  those  circumstances  it  appears  that  in  the  Elys6e,  in  conse- 
quence of  spy  reports  of  the  most  enormously  mendacious  character, 
an  idea  had  been  created — which  was  partly  founded  on  the  calum- 
nious assertions  of  German  reactionists — t^at  the  rising  in  south- 
western Germany  would  lead  to  oflFers  of  annexation  to  France ;  in 
fact,  to  the  promotion  of  the  famous  French  policy  of  the  conquest 
of  the  whole  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  I 

We  lost  no  time  in  refuting  this  extraordinary  view.  Communi- 
cations to  the  honestly  Republican  French  press  set  this  point  right 
beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.  We  aJso  had  intercourse  only  with 
such  prominent  French  leaders  as  impressed  us  with  a  belief  that 
they  were  fiivourable  to  the  German  popular  cause  without  any  dark 
ulterior  aim.  All  contact  was  avoided  with  the  so-called  Young 
Bonapartean  section,  whose  head  then  was  the  '  citizen ' — the  later 
Imperial  Highness  Prince  Napoleon — the  son  of  Jerome. 

This  was  our  clear  and  decided  course.  Although  the  ^  Mountain 
Prince '  showed  the  greatest  inclination  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the 
populations  of  the  Upper  Rhine,  as  well  as  that  of  Rome,  we  steadily 
avoided  all  contact  in  that  direction.    Ten  years  later  (1859),  when 
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Italian  afFairs  began  to  open  up  a  prospect  for  great  changes,  Plon- 
Plon*  endeavoured  to  obtain  an  Etrurian  throne  in  Tuscany.  As  the 
son  of  the  former  King  of  Westphalia  and  of  a  Wiirtemberg  princess, 
and  as  an  ex-officer  in  the  army  at  Stuttgart  and  Ludwigsburg,  he  would 
perhaps  have  been  ready,  in  1849,  to  play  a  part  in  Germany,  his 
former  adopted  coimtry,  by  means  of  a  PVench  intervention.  This 
i^as  probably  the  whole  extent  of  his  sympathies  for  the  risings  on 
the  frontier  of  France. 

II. 

On  his  part,  Louis  Napoleon,  as  President  of  the  Republic,  had  a 
somewhat  difficult  part  to  play.  Even  then,  I  believe,  he  mused 
over  plans  for  a  'rectification '  of  the  French  boundary  on  the  Bhine; 
lut  his  hands  were  fettered  by  the  parliamentary  constitution.  More- 
over, he  had  to  shake  himself  free  from  the  former  connection  with 
the  Grand-Ducal  Court  of  Karlsruhe.  The  widowed  Grand-Duchess 
Stephanie  was  a  Beauhamais,  an  adopted  daughter  of  Napoleon  I. 
Since  the  appointment  of  Louis  Napoleon  to  the  chief  magistracy 
of  France,  she  often  passed  for  a  kind  of  Egeria  of  the  President 
of  the  Republic.  After  the  Baden  dynasty  had  been  driven  out, 
the  diplomatic  representative  of  France,  the  Duke  de  Bassano, 
remained  at  Karlsruhe,  but  did  not  enter  into  relations  with  the 
new  popular  Government.  To  the  exiled  grand-ducal  family,  Louis 
Napoleon  showed  still  much  respect.  The  members  of  that  family, 
suddenly  surprised  by  the  rising  of  its  own  army,  had  fled,  in  the 
dead  of  the  night,  on  foot,  through  the  dark  Hardt  Forest;  the 
lunatic  Crown  Prince  (who  was  afterwards  dispossessed  of  his  claims) 
being  placed  on  a  gun-carriage.  For  a  few  days  some  of  the  princely 
persons  appeared  on  French  soil.  A  sub-prefect,  who  received  them 
with  extraordinary  deference,  was  rewarded  by  Louis  Napoleon  for 
this  timely  sign  of  respect. 

Curiously  enough,  a  fortnight  later,  when  I  passed  through  the 
same  place,  this  sub-prefect  insisted  on  recognising  in  me  and  my 
friends  a  second  wave  of  fugitive  members  of  *  the  Baden  Court.  He 
evidently  wished  to  treat  us  accordingly.  In  vain  did  I  explain  to 
him  how  diflferently  matters  stood  ;  he  would  not  be  weaned  from  his 
happy  thought.  When  he  saw  our  persistence  in  what  he  conceived 
to  be  an  unnecessary  moognitOj  he  sadly  shook  his  head  at  this  loss 


»  This  nickname  has  been  recently  explained,  by  an  anonymous  letter  in  the 
Sehredbische  Merhtr,  as  having  arisen  from  the  infantine  pronunciation  of  his  own 
name  (Napoleon)  by  the  Prince,  when  he  was  as  a  child  in  the  castle  at  Stuttgart. 
The  usual  French  interpretation  has  reference  to  the  conduct  of  Prince  Napoleon 
during  the  Crimean  war,  and  contains  a  reflection  upon  his  courage.  Probable 
•enough  as  the  former  explanation  seems  to  be,  it  is  strange  that  it  should  never 
have  been  given  before ;  that  it  should  be  given  now  in  an  anonymous  letter;  and 
that  a  dead  person,  the  late  Minister  von  Neurath,  should  be  quoted  as  the  source, 
whilst  the  table-companions  before  whom  he  is  said  to  have  mentioned  the  matter 

also  not  named  by  the  writer  of  the  unsigned  letter. 
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of  a  good  opportunity  of  getting  fresh  favours  ftt)m  Paris.  France 
being  at  that  time  mapped  out  into  a  triple,  severely  guarded  line 
for  the  presentation  of  passports,  it  was  perhaps  as  well  that  the 
worthy  dignitary  should  have  believed  in  our  semi-royal  character; 
or  else  he  might  have  stopped  us  from  further  progress. 

The  Baden  dynasty  being,  however,  overthrown,  Louis  Napoleon 
had,  after  all,  to  reckon  with  the  new  situation.  He,  more  than 
any  other  nder,  was  accustomed  to  shape  his  conduct  according  to 
circumstances.  He  may,  therefore,  not  have  been  averse  to  fishing 
in  the  troubled  waters  of  the  Bhine — all  the  less  so  because  the 
Bavarian  Palatinate  only  is  situated  on  that  left  bank  of  the  river 
after  which  there  were  still  hankerings  in  France,  whilst  Baden,  the 
country  of  his  friend,  the  Grand-Duchess  Stephanie,  is  on  the  right 
bank.  Nor  could  he  have  seen  without  concern  the  approach  of  a 
vast  Prussian  army  under  the  conmiand  of  the  then  Crown  Prince  of 
Prussia,  the  present  King-Emperor,  to  the  French  frontier.  The 
appointment  of  a  Napoleonide  to  the  headship  of  France  was  a  violar 
tion  of  the  Treaty  of  1815.  A  Prussian  army,  once  having  achieved 
a  victory  over  the  popular  movement  of  the  Upper  Bhine,  might, 
in  the  then  disturbed  internal  condition  of  France,  have  assumed  a 
threatening  attitude. 

All  this  was  calculated  to  induce  the  Paris  Grovemment  to 
play  a  double  game  in  regard  to  G-erman  affairs.  And  there  were 
some  who  suspected  that  the  *  Mountain  Prince,'  whilst  seemingly 
the  head  of  a  Fronde,  was  at  bottom  in  political  coUusicNQ  with 
his  Presidential  relative,  though  personally  no  love  was  lost  be- 
tween the  two.  In  feet,  Paris  was  at  that  time  often  regaled  with 
alleged  witty  sayings  of  the  Bonaparte  whose  Napoleonic  features 
were  so  strongly  marked,  uttered  at  the  expense  of  the  Bonaparte 
whose  personal  appearance  formed  such  a  contrast.  Those  anecdotes 
are,  however,  scarcely  of  a  nature  to  bear  repetition  in  public. 

I  have  before  me  a  number  of  notes — hitherto  buried  between  a 
heap  of  long-forgotten  papers— containing  personal  recollections  of 
1849-50.  As  I  cast  a  gliuice  at  them,  they  painftiUy  bring  to  my 
recollection  the  frequent  discussions  I  had  with  French  fnends  as 
to  the  character  of  both  these  Bonapartes,  and  the  probability  of  a 
coup  d'^to^,  previous  to  the  fatal  day  of  December  1851.  Many, 
nay,  almost  all  Frenchmen  I  spoke  to  would  not  believe  in  the  mere 
possibility  of  such  a  deed.  Some  of  them  actually  laughed  at  Loms 
Bonaparte,  the  '  Incapable.'  They  despised  him  more  than  they 
hated  him.  I  think  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  quote  a  few  passages 
from  these  records  of  a  time  between  which  and  our  own  days  the 
Second  Empire  was  to  intervene.  This  is  what  I  wrote  down  between 
1849       1850: — 

In  the  entourage  of  the  President  of  the  Eepublic  two  coteries 
notoriously  rivalled  each  other  (in  1849)  sake  of  obtaining  the 

superiority  in  influence.  The  one,  an  Imperialist  party,  would  fedn  have 
shaken  off  the  fetters  imposed  upon  the  Napoleonic  policy  by  the  intunate 
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alHance  with  the  Koyalists  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  and  by  the  corre- 
qmnding  submission  of  the  French  €k)vemment  to  the  principles  of  the 
monarchical  order  of  £tirope.  This  was  the  party  which  thought  of  estab- 
lishing the  personal  rule  of  Louis  Bonaparte  upon  the  so-called  popular 
basis  of  the  peasantry  and  the  army ;  which  always  spoke  of  an  '  Appeal  to 
the  People ; '  which  mouthed  about '  war  against  kings/  whilst  itself  aiming 
at  despotism,  and  trying  to  revive  Bonapartean  power  in  the  3hape  of  a 
pseudo-democratic  Csesarism.  There  were,  aa  M.  Odilon  Barrot  said,  '  men 
of  wild  passion  near  the  person  of  the  President  of  the  Eepublic,  who  wished 
to  decide  everything  by  force.'  They,  firom  mom  till  eve,  plotted  for  a 
State  stroke  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  £mpire. 

The  other  party — a  Conservative,  Presidential  party — acted  in  the 
sense  of  the  solidarity  of  the  interests  of  European  order.  It  kept  up  the 
relations  with  foreign  Powers  in  such  a  manner  as  though  France  were 
simply  a  branch  office  of  the  police  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  This  latter  party 
had  as  its  nominal  head  the  Count  de  Momy,  the  half-brother  of  Louis 
Napoleon.  With  him  were  united  the  Ministers  Odilon  Barrot  and  De 
Tooqueville. 

The  first-mentioned  coterie  was  led  by  the  fellow-conspirator  of  Strass- 
burg  and  Boulogne,  the  prison  comrade  of  Louis  Napoleon,  Fialin  de 
Persigny.  With  him  went  the  Corsican,  M.  Abbatucci ;  the  teacher  of  the 
President,  M.  Yiellard ;  the  son  of  Marshal  Ney ;  De  la  Moskowa,  and 
others.  This  party  of  the  Elys6e  was  ready  to  interfere  in  all  kinds  of 
fcmign  questions.  It  would  have  wished  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  Austria  as 
soon  as  possible,  for  it  looked  upon  the  iron  crown  of  Lombardy  as  the 
property  of  the  Napoleonides.  It  saw  in  Italian  movements  the  possibility 
of  a  restoration  of  the  Murat  kingdom,  and  of  an  Etrurian  throne.  It  also 
bore  ill  will  to  Prussia,  which,  it  said, '  had  robbed  France  of  her  natural 
frontier ! '  This  was  the  party  of  the  Hotspurs,  which  politically  shows  a 
Janus  face,  and  which  behind  a  democratic  mask  prepares  ambitious  schemes 
of  an  arbitrary  Imperialism. 

But,  before  all,  the  'Mountain  Prince,'  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  was  a 
aealous  advocate  of  Bonapartean  propagandinn  in  foreign  affidrs,  under  cover 
of  a  revolutionary  attitude  of  international  fraternisation.  He  thundered 
forth  against  the  conduct  of  France  towards  Home.  He  was  ready  to  defend 
the  cause  of  the  popular  movements  on  the  Tiber  and  the  Bhine.  The 
sympathies  of  the  Proeident  of  the  Eepublic  were,  no  doubt,  at  heart  with 
tliis  more  active,  this  more  impatient,  this  apparently  revolutionary,  but  in 
truth  Imperialist  section  of  the  Bonapartists.  Still,  going  by  the  maxim  that 
'  the  future  belongs  to  the  phlegmatic' — to  those  who  £iow  how  to  wait — 
Louis  Napoleon  generally  sided,  especially  in  foreign  politics,  with  those  who 
certainly  did  not  aim  at  the  re-establishment  of  the  Empire.  The  condition 
of  Germany  (in  1849)  cipp^i^f  however,  to  render  it  possible  for  him  to 
leave  the  beaten  track  of  a  'policy  of  European  order'  that  had  been 
hitlierto  pursued.  There  was  in  Germany  no  longer  any  dose  political 
union,  no  compact  league  of  governments,  but  a  medley  of  dynastic  dis- 
putants. Prussia  and  Austria  menaced  each  other.  The  national  movement 
for  freedom  and  union,  supported  by  the  Bump  of  the  German  Parliament, 
and  by  the  popular  masses  in  the  south-west,  which  had  the  Baden  army  at 
their  disposition,  opposed  the  rival  ambition  of  the  ro3ral  and  impmal 
houses.  It  was  uncertain  who  would  come  out  of  the  struggle  as  victor. 
In  France,  Government  had  the  choice  of  throwing  its  influence  into  this  or 
that  scale  of  the  balance. 
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So  far  the  notes  of  1849-50.  Later  events  have  shed  a  strange 
light  on  these  early  appreciations* 

Sent  with  credentials  on  a  mission  to  the  Grovemment  of  the  French 
Republic,  we  were  j&lled  with  mistrust  both  towards  the  majority  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  and  the  two  rival  parties  in  the  Elysee. 
We  only  formed  a  more  intimate  connection  with  the  leaders  of  the 
advanced  party,  whose  access  to  power  was  within  the  range  of 
possibility,  for  Paris  appeared  to  be  boiling  over  with  indignation 
at  the  fact  of  the  Boman  Hepublic  being  assailed  by  French  arms. 
An  invitation  to  take  part  in  a  banquet  arranged  by  the  Bepublican 
party  of  the  Assembly  we,  nevertheless,  declined.  The  banquet 
ended  with  a  tumult  in  which  the  hand  of  the  police  was,  no  doubt, 
darkly  active. 

There  were  in  those  days,  at  Paris,  some  suspicious  individuals, 
Germans  by  birth,  I  regret  to  say,  who,  under  a  feigned  zeal  for  the 
*  Rhenish  Revolution,'  pursued  infamous  aims,  calculated  to  serve 
foreign  ambition.  They  were  in  later  years  proved  to  be  Bonapartist 
agents.  They  sought  to  approach  us,  to  make  us  enter  into  relations 
with  a  committee  they  had  formed — a  design  the  true  object  of 
which  we  divined  before  their  character  became  suspected.  It  was 
stated  that  they  were  in  good  odour  with  the  'Mountain  Prince.' 
Beason  enough  for  us  to  avoid  having  anything  to  do  with  them. 
Undoubtedly  these  Franco-Grerman  agents  worked  in  the  sense  of 
an  extension  of  the  French  frontiers. 

After  it  had  become  fully  patent  that  we  would  never  lend  our- 
selves to  any  steps  serving  French  aggressive  schemes,  we  were 
^suddenly  made  the  object  of  another  calunmious  assertion.  Now  it 
was  asserted  that  there  was  a  plan  of  increasing  the  area  of  the  Bhe- 
nish  Bevolution  by  the  addition  of  Alsace,  in  such  a  way  that,  by 
separating  this  province  from  France,  an  intermediate  state  would 
be  formed  between  the  latter  country  and  Grermany.  This  wily 
invention  had  already  been  laimched  from  Frankfort,  evidently 
by  Grerman  reactionists,  who  wished  to  create  an  impression  in 
France  injurious  to  the  cause  of  freedom.  Even  the  *  Times' 
had  made  itself  the  echo  of  this  untruthful  statement.  In  the  midst 
of  all  these  contrary,  but  equally  mendacious  allegations,  we  un- 
waveringly worked  for  the  imion  and  freedom  of  our  whole  &ther- 
land. 


IIL 

Meanwhilb  there  hung  an  atmosphere  over  Paris  as  of  a  great 
storm  coming.  Bent  by  political  excitement,  the  town  was  at  the 
same  time  kept  in  mortal  dread  through  the  ravages  of  the  cholera. 
Day  by  day  the  terrors  of  the  Black  Death  came  home  to  everyone 
in  the  ghastliest  and  most  startling  manner.  We  had  made  ap- 
pointments with  Polish  oflScers  and  others  to  meet  us.    Their  letters 
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of  reply  bad  scarcely  been  received  wben  furtber  notes  came,  telling 
of  the  sudden  decease  of  our  expected  visitors.  You  rang  tbe  bell 
to  give  some  message.  After  mucb  delay,  you  learnt  from  one  you 
had  not  seen  until  now  that  this  or  that  servant  bad  died.  Men 
melted  down,  to  use  Eicbter's  words,  like  waxen  figures.  Tbe  earth 
seemed  to  quake  from  eagerness  of  receiving  new  victims. 

In  tbe  midst  of  these  funereal  borrors,  a  great  political  decision 
was  to  be  come  to.  On  June  13,  a  colossal  mass-demonstration, 
consisting  of  men  of  all  classes,  among  them  not  a  few  National 
Guards,  moved  in  serried  ranks  towards  tbe  Legislative  Assembly,  in 
order  to  make  the  People's  wishes  known  there  by  a  deputation. 
It  was  an  extra-legal  enterprise,  such  as  is  not  imfrequent  in  times 
of  commotion.  We  bad  been  confidentially  informed  of  tbe  plan 
the  night  before.  A  niunber  of  tbe  Eepublican  leaders  appointed 
among  themselves,  for  the  following  morning,  a  place  of  tryst.  *  Long 
live  the  Constitution  I '  and  '  Long  live  tbe  Boman  Bepublic  I '  were 
fixed  as  tbe  only  cries  to  be  uttered  during  tbe  demonstration. 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  the  alleged  champion  of  the  Boman  cause,  was 
not  drawn  into  tbe  confidence  of  the  leaders.  Nor  was  be  to  be 
seen  in  the  streets  on  that  eventful  day. 

I  have  described  on  a  former  occasion  bow  tbe  mass-demonstration, 
frequently  flanked  in  tbe  side-streets  by  hearses  with  victims  of  tbe 
cholera  ( — a  grim  satire  upon  tbe  political  struggles  of  tbe  living ! — ), 
was  suddenly  broken  into  by  General  Cbangamier's  troops,  near  tbe 
Madeleine  Church.  I  was  present  there  when  tbe  police-sergeants, 
agile  like  cats,  sprang  with  drawn  swords  into  tbe  unarmed  crowd 
of  men,  stabbing  right  and  left,  whilst  cavalry  and  in&ntry  followed 
them  to  complete  the  havoc.  I  saw  the  last  remnant  of  tbe  insur- 
gents— if  men  without  weapons  could  be  so  called— driven  fix)m  tbe 
boulevards  by  the  Chasseurs  of  Yincennes,  who  ran  along  with  double- 
quick  step  and  fixed  sword-bayonets.  Some  cries  *  To  arms  1 '  and 
*  To  the  Barricades  I '  were  uttered  in  vain.  Over  many  of  tbe  dragoons' 
&ces  a  leering  expression  passed,  when  tbe  people  exclaimed :  *  Don't 
figbt  against  your  brethren!'  When  all  was  over,  I  related  the 
events,  on  the  spot,  to  M.  Beyer,  the  member  of  Parliament,  whom 
I  accidentally  met^  wben  be  came  to  inquire  in  the  name  of  the 
leaders  assembled  at  tbe  Conservatory  of  Arts  and  Trades.  Wbilst 
this  happened  on  the  boulevards,  tbe  Bepublican  chiefs,  who  bad 
met  at  the  Conservatory,  were  also  surprised  by  troops  and  for  a 
moment  in  danger  of  being  shot.  Some  of  them,  ranged  along  a 
wall,  had  already  seen  tbe  guns  pointed  at  their  breasts.  Ledru- 
SoUin,  nevertheless,  was  finally  able  to  escape.  In  Lyons,  a  rising 
which  was  to  support  that  of  Paris  was  drowned  in  blood  on  June  15. 
A  state  of  siege  was  proclaimed  over  both  towns.  In  all  these  events, 
the  so-called  Montagnard,  Prince  Napoleon,  played  no  part  whatever. 
He  was  not  to  be  found  at  tbe  post  of  danger. 

The  overthrow  of  tbe  movement  of  June  13,  whose  success  might 
have  changed  tbe  aspect  of  Europe  in  a  very  different  sense  from  that 
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which  it  assumed  during  the  next  twenty  years,  led  to  wholesale 
arrests.  Some  of  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  foreign  revolu- 
tionary governments  did  not  consider  themselves  safe  any  more  at 
Paris.  Dr.  Friedrich  Schiitz  hurriedly  left  for  Brussels.  To  me  it 
seemed  a  duty,  for  the  sake  of  the  mission  with  which  I  had  been 
entrusted,  and  for  the  honour  of  the  recognised  principles  of  the  law 
of  nations,  to  remain  in  the  French  capitaL  The  result  was,  that  I  was 
conducted  to  the  Prefecture  of  the  Police,  and  then  kept  a  prisoner  at 
the  Conciergerie  and  La  Force,  under  a  charge  calculated  to  implicate 
me  in  the  forthcoming  state  trial.  My  letter  of  protest,  addressed 
to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  which  this  violation  of  inter- 
national law  was  duly  described  as  a  contempt  of  the  usages  prevailing 
among  all  nations,  had  no  effect  whatever. 

The  Left  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  through  M.  Savoye,  at  last 
brought  on  the  affairs  of  Baden  and  the  Palatinate  for  discussion. 
On  this  occasion  Napoleon  Bonaparte  came  up,  mainly  for  the 
object  of  declaring  against  the  '  Prussians '  as '  the  enemies  of  Water- 
loo.* A  vast  army  under  the  Prussian  Crown  Prince  was  fighting  us 
in  Baden ;  but  the  view  which  the  son  of  Jerome  took  of  the  events 
of  181 5  was  such  that  no  patriotic  Crerman  could  have  any  sympathy 
with  it.  Waterloo,  to  all  of  us,  irrespective  of  party,  was  a  rightfully 
fought  and  rightfully  won  battle.  The  *  Mountain  Prince '  had  the 
mirfortune  of  not  even  correctly  remembering  the  day  of  the  battle. 
He  mentioned  ^Jime  19,'  on  which  he  happened  to  speak,  as  th^ 
anniversary  of  this  great  Battle  of  Nations. 

M.  de  Tocqueville  had  to  justify  himself  before  the  Assembly  on  ac- 
count of  the  lawless  imprisonment  of  an  envoy  furnished  with  a  regular 
creditive.  At  first  he  tried  to  do  so  by  declaring  that  the  repre- 
sentative of  Baden  had  not  been  arrested  in  that  quality,  but  as  being 
implicated  in  a  '  conspiracy.'  When  the  Left  vehemently  protested 
against  this  assertion,  for  which  no  proof  whatever  was  furnished,  the 
Minister  allowed  himself  to  be  betrayed  into  an  utterance  which 
revealed  the  most  secret  thoughts  of  the  Grovemment,  and  which  at 
the  same  time  showed  how  deeply  an  unjust  ambition  had  eaten  into 
the  very  heart  of  France.  Tocqueville  had  always  appeared  to  be 
least  accessible  to  mere  sentiments  of  glovre  and  military  aggression. 
Yet  this  is  literally  what  he  said : — 

*  Have  you,  then ' — he  exclaimed,  addressing  the  Opposition — 'forgotten 
the  past  so  fletr  that  you  do,  not  know  that  the  same  party  which  has 
triumphed  in  Baden  and  the  Palatinate,  has  for  ten  years  harboured  the 
most  furious,  the  most  in^eooncilahle  hatred  towards  France)'  .  .  .  . 
(Interruptions  on  the  Left:  'Towards  the  French  Government!' — ^The 
President :  *  But  you  ought  to  allow  the  French  interest  to  he  defended ! ') 
.  .  .  .  *  This  is  the  same  party  which,  by  its  writings,  by  its  menaces, 
has  always  risen  with  the  greatest,  with  the  bitterest,  energy  against  ihoit 
tendency  of  the  FreTich  nation  to  extend  itself  as  fwr  as  the  RhvM.  This, 
gentlemen,  is  the  party  which  forms  the  kernel  of  the  movement  in  Baden.' 

How  different  this  declaration  sounded  from  the  former  fidse 
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mutterings  about  alleged  desires  of  the  Bhenish  populations  of  G-er- 
many  for  annexation  to  France  1 

The  appeal  of  the  Minister  to  the  aggressive  sentiments  of 
conquest  had  its  full  effect.  The  Elys^,  the  Red  Prince,  and  even 
BO  moderate  a  man  as  Tocqueville,  who  abroad  was  considered  to  be 
free  from  Chauvinist  prejudices,  suddenly  appeared  united  on  the 
basis  of  a  common  hankering  after  the  Bhine  frontier.  Thus,  already 
in  1849,  a  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  justified  the  arrest 
and  prosecution  of  German  democratic  envoys  with  the  fine  motive 
that  they  belonged  to  a  party  which  was  bitterly  hostile  to  a  cession 
of  the  Shinelands  to  France.  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  ^  the  friend  of 
stru^ling  nationalities,'  had  nothing  to  say  against  this  remarkable 
exposition  of  Monsieur  de  Tocqueville. 

The  three  days'  debate  in  Parliament  concluded  with  the  simple 
adoption  of  the  ^  order  of  the  day.'  I  had  therefore  to  continue  a 
State  prisoner  at  La  Force.  During  the  judicial  inquiry  which 
followed,  strange  attempts  were  made  to  induce  me  to  declare  that  I 
no  longer  regarded  myself  as  the  representative  of  the  Baden  Govern- 
ment. It  was  pointed  out  to  me  that  if  I  insisted  on  that  quality, 
*  reprisals'  might  be  taken  on  my  person  for  the  military  execution  of 
an  agent  of  the  diplomatic  envoy  of  France  at  Karlsruhe,  the  Duke  de 
Bassano.  That  agent,  a  courier  of  the  French  embassy,  had  been 
found  guilty  of  tampering  with  soldiers  of  our  army,  for  the  object  of 
making  them  desert  their  colours  and  sell  their  arms.  He  was  shot 
as  a  spy  in  the  garrisofit  of  the  fortress  of  Bastatt.  This  event, 
though  happening  whilst  I  was  at  La  Force^  was  made  use  of  by 
French  reactionists  to  call  out  for  reprisals  on  me.  The  position 
was  far  from  being  a  pleasant  one.  At  the  same  time  I  thought  it 
right  to  declare  a  letter,  dated  from  La  Force,  which  was  pub- 
li^ed  in  the  ^National,'  that  I  continued  to  regard  myself  as  the 
representative  of  my  government,  and  that  our  mission  was  not  less 
sacred,  not  less  founded  on  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  than 
that  of  the  cha/rg^  d^affcdrea  of  the  French  Bepublic. 

Soon  afterwards  the  terrible  court-martial  executions  in  Baden 
ensued,  the  people's  cause  having,  after  a  prolonged  struggle,  and 
after  several  battles  in  the  open  field,  been  overthrown  by  the  royalist 
armies,  who  outnumbered  four  times  our  own.  I  was  now  informed 
that  the  Paris  Chamber  of  Accusation  had  dropped  the  judicial 
procedure,  as  &r  as  I  was  concerned  ;  that  I  was  to  be  permitted  to 
return  to  my  native  country,  which  I  had  asked  for  months  before  ; 
and  that,  for  this  purpose,  I  was  to  be  escorted  to  the  bridge  of  Kehl, 
on  the  Bhine,  where  at  that  time  the  central  plank,  painted  red, 
fonned  the  frontier  between  France  and  Germany.  I  replied  that, 
under  present  circumstances,  this  was  tantamount  to  a  sentence  of 
death.  Several  of  my  best  firiends  had  already  been  court-mar- 
tialled  and  shot.  Upon  this,  I  was  told  that  ^  there  was  a  means  of 
avoiding  this  prospect,  by  a  formal  declaration  on  my  part  that  I 
"Was  no  longer  an  envoy,  and  by  my  asking  to  be  reclaimed  by  a 
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French  citizen.'  I  refused  doing  this,  too.  For  some  days  I  re- 
mained in  a  very  uncomfortable  uncertainty  as  to  my  £ette.  Finally, 
I  was  allowed  to  leave  for  London,  under  a  decree  of  banishment '  for 
ever.' 

Before  concluding  this  period  of  my  reminiscences,  a  few  words 
ought  to  be  said  as  to  the  conduct  of  Prince  Napoleon  during  that 
criminal  state-stroke  which  wrought  the  slavery  of  France  for  twenty 
years.  It  has  lately  come  out  that  on  the  eve  of  December  2nd  he 
made  an  important  communication  to  some  Bepublican  leaders  as  to 
his  cousin's  intention.  He  came  to  them  ^  as  a  Mend,'  but  they 
would  not  trust  him.  Victor  Hugo  had  no  belief  in  him ;  nor  had 
the  other  representatives  of  the  people  who  conducted  the  defence  of 
the  Constitution.  All  that  I  have  heard  through  exiled  members 
of  the  French  Assembly  goes  to  show  that  they  thought  he  tried 
to  worm  himself  into  their  confidence,  so  as  to  foil  their  plans — in 
other  words,  to  betray  them  outright.  This  view  may  luive  been 
exaggerated.  Perhaps  he  rather  wanted  to  step  into  the  place  of  his 
cousin.  At  all  events,  had  he  been  once  accepted  as  a  'Mend,' 
he  would  have  had  access  to  their  secret  meetings  during  those 
terrible  days  of  treacherous  bloodshed;  and  who  could  say  what 
use  he  might  make  of  the  knowledge  thus  obtained  ?  Such  was  the 
mistrustful  language  often  held  to  me  by  the  exiled  victims  of  the 
coup  d!&taU 

Years  ago,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  Frenchmen,  a  former 
member  of  the  Provisional  Q-ovemment,  related  to  me  that  Prince 
Napoleon,  whilst  the  struggle  raged  at  Paris,  came  over  to  London, 
and  had  the  audacity  to  call  upon  him  by  way  of  protest  against 
being  implicated  in  his  cousin's  venture.  This  did  not  prevent  the 
*  Mountain  Prince '  firom  accepting  afterwards  the  title  of  *  Imperial 
Highness '  at  the  hands  of  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime,  as  well  as  an 
annual  good  share  in  emoluments  &om  the  nation's  plundered 
exchequer.  Down  to  the  day  of  Sedan,  Prince  Napoleon  lived  upon 
this  ^dotation.'  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that,  in  return,  he 
should  have  done  the  Empire  of  the  Second  of  December  some  occa- 
sional services. 

IV. 

The  incessant  attempts  which  had  been  made  to  induce  me,  under 
menace,  to  abjure  the  representative  character  with  which  I  had  come 
to  Paris,  were  calculated  to  arouse  suspicion.  There  was  reason  to 
believe  that  intrigues  were  at  work  between  a  knot  of  pseudo-Demo- 
crats professing  to  represent  Q-ermany,  and  the  Bonaparte  faction  who 
kept  hankering  after  the  Bhenish  provinces.  Subsequent  experience 
confirmed  these  suspicions. 

I  foimd  that  there  was  at  Paris  an  alleged  ^Permanent  Revolu- 
tionary Committee  of  German  Democrats '  in  the  pay  of  the  Tuileries. 
Sevend  of  these  individuals  were  agents  of  a  clandestine  Bonapartist 
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press-bureau*  It  would  be  easy  to  bring  forward  evidence  of  their 
activity  in  1853,  when  the  Eastern  Question  was  coming  up. 

In  those  days  the  French  Emperor  for  a  moment  doubted  as  to 
whether  he  might  not  use  the  occasion  for  a  military  move  upon  the 
Shine — even  as  M.  Thiers  had  proposed  to  do  in  1840.  An  Appeal 
urging  the  German  soldiers  and  the  German  nation  to  fraternise  with 
his  army,  whenever  it  should  invade  Crermany,  was  propagated  at 
this  time  in  the  Hhinelands  by  the  pseudo-Conmiittee  in  question. 
It  was  published  in  full  in  the  Paris  letter  of  the  London  ^  Times*' 
The  Bonapartist  origin  of  the  document  was  afterwards  made  clearly 
apparent  by  the  use  of  certain  expressions  contained  in  it  exactly 
similar  to  those  of  the  famous  Milan  manifesto  of  Louis  Napoleon 
in  1859.  More  strictly  speaking,  its  contents  were  the  production 
of  that  circle  of  Franco-Crerman  agents  who  acknowledged  as  their 
head  Prince  Napoleon,  the  chief  of  the  DSmocratie  raUUcy  who  so 
often  dabbled  in  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Second  Empire. 

It  was  important  that  the  statements  in  the  Appeal  should  not 
pass  without  contradiction,  and  I  prepared  an  answer  to  it  which 
was  widely  circulated*  Denouncing  in  strong  language  the  machi-' 
nations  of  Napoleon  III.,  and  especially  of  the  Jeromist  wing  of 
Bonapartism,  the  answer  declared  that  all  true  Germans — Bepub- 
licans  or  otherwise — will  keep  good  watch  over  every  part  of  our 
Rhenish  lands. 

The  master-passion  for  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  France  con- 
tinuing to  animate  Louis  Napoleon,  his  assistants  of  the  Tuileries 
and  the  Palais  Boyal  once  more,  after  1859,  made  a  slight  attempt 
at  forming  shady  connections  in  Germany.  The  successes  of  the 
Italian  war  had  conferred  upon  the  French  Emperor  a  position 
of  great  power.  Kossuth,  suddenly  forsaking  his  friends  of  the 
Central  European  Committee,  had,  at  the  beginning  of  that  war, 
secretly  gone  to  the  Tuileries,  introduced  by  Prince  Napoleon, 
whose  guest  he  was.  A  notion  by-and-by  arose  at  Paris  that  an 
opportunity  had  arrived  for  trying  something  near  the  Ehine.  I 
will  not  dwell  on  a  connection  established  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment— to  all  appearance  through  Prince  Napoleon — in  a  certain 
German  quarter.  The  financial  proof  of  those  relations  was  dis- 
covered in  1870,  in  the  Tuileries.  It  is  much  forgotten  to-day, 
bat  it  is  a  £Etct  well  known  to  those  who  closely  observed  what  was 
going  on  at  the  French  Court,  that  the  Emperor,  urged  on  by  the 
more  ambitious  Csasarists  of  the  pseudo-revolutionary  school,  darkly 
felt  his  way  for  some  enterprise  against  Germany  in  1 860.  But  again 
it  cam^to  nothing. 

V. 

In  1863-64,  during  the  PoUsh  insurrection,  an  attempt  was  made, 
to  my  knowledge,  to  induce  the  insurgents  to  call  out  for  French 
intervention.   At  that  time  Louis  Napoleon  sought  to  gain  over 
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England  for  a  renewed  common  action,  as  in  the  Crimean  war.  Had 
the  Polish  patriots  addressed  to  him  the  desired  demand,  he  would 
have  had  a  better  locniB  Btamdi.  Great  efforts  were  therefore  used 
by  agents  sent  from  Paris  to  bring  about  a  change  in  the  Secret 
Government  at  Warsaw. 

These  agents  were  emissaries  from  the  Palais  Boyal.  For  a  few 
weeks  the  intrigue  had  some  little  success :  the  Secret  Government 
was  disorganised,  and  partly  thrown  into  the  hands  of  men  favour- 
able to  the  Jeromist  instigations.  Finally,  the  Napoleonist  tendmcy 
was,  however,  cast  out  from  the  counsels  of  the  insurrection.  I  stated 
this  fact  many  years  ago,  immediately  after  the  overthrow  of  the 
Polish  rising,  in  the  *  Deutsch-Amerikanische  Monatshefte '  (1864), 
and  more  recently  again  in  the  *  North  American  Review.'  The  con- 
versations of  Mr.  Nassau  Senior  with  Prince  Napoleon  now  show  that 
something  of  importance  was  aimed  at  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
during  this  time  of  revolution  in  Russian  Poland. 

For  my  part,  I  believe  there  is  more  than  one  reason  to  assume 
that  Napoleon  III.,  as  well  as  Jerome,  had  in  this  Polish  matter 
the  Rhine  also  in  view.  Even  as  it  was  suggested  in  the  Appeal 
of  1853,  German  governments,  as  the  friends  of  Russia,  were  to  be 
attacked  in  the  Rhenish  quarter.  Had  England  made  common 
cause  with  Imperial  France,  and  a  portion  of  Poland  been  severed 
from  the  dominions  of  the  Czar,  Jerome  would  most  likely  have 
become  a  candidate  for  a  throne  to  be  set  up  on  the  Vistula.  The 
majority  of  the  Polish  Democrats  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  these 
intrigues,  and  the  English  Gt>vemment  suspected  the  ulterior  aims 
of  the  combined  Tuileries  and  the  Palais  Royal.  The  scheme  of 
intervention  therefore  fell  to  the  ground. 

Soon  after  1866,  owing  to  the  Luxemburg  Question,  war  was 
only  avoided  by  a  hair's  breadth.  The  military  party  and  the 
Jeromist  group  thought  Germany  was  so  divided  by  the  events  of 
1866  that  France  could  easily  find  allies  in  the  southern  half  of 
our  country.  Napoleon's  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  M.  de 
Lavalette,  declared  as  plainly  as  possible,  in  a  circular  note,  that 
since  the  overthrow  of  the  German  Confederacy  the  military  chances 
of  France  had  considerably  improved  for  any  attack  to  be  made  upon 
Luxemburg,  the  Moselle,  and  the  Rhine.  Germany  was  also  officially 
described  in  France  as  being  split  up  now  into  'three  stumps ' — i/rois 
tron^ons — which  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  deal  with  separately.  Few 
know  that  in  the  State  Coimcil  at  Paris  war  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
Luxemburg  Question,  one  day  resolved  upon.  After  much  pressure 
Napoleon  III.  had  given  his  assent ;  but  next  morning  his  courage 
had  evaporated,  and  he  cancelled  the  resolution.  At  Court  the  mili- 
tary party  and  the  friends  of  the^  Red  Prince  were  wild  with  anger 
at  the  lost  opportunity.  *  That  mail  dishonours  us  I '  was  the  frequent 
exclamation.  I  have  before  me  notes  from  that  time,  containing 
reports  which  had  reached  Ledru-Rollin  from  an  excellent  source, 
and  the  correctness  of  which  was  afterwards  fully  confirmed. 
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At  last  the  gigantic  catastrophe  came.  Driven  hard  by  the 
Liberal  and  Democratic  opposition,  whose  tactics  unfortmiately  were 
not  free  from  the  Chauvinist  taint,'  Napoleon  III.  began  the  long- 
planned  war  against  Germany,  It  was  the  *  little  war'  of  the 
Empress  Eugenie.  M.  Ollivier  commenced  it  with  a  *  light  heart.' 
As  had  always  been  the  case  in  the  struggles  between  the  two 
countries,  Germany  was  to  be  beaten  by  means  of  artificial  divisions. 
Only  *  Prussia,'  we  were  told,  was  the  country  against  which  Napoleon 
III.  intended  to  draw  the  sword.  Bonapartist  politicians  laid  the 
flattering  unction  to  their  souls  that  Wurtemb^g,  to  whose  royal 
house  Jerome  is  related,  and  the  Bavarian  dynasty,  France's  old  ally, 
would  at  least  remain  neutral;  and  that  if  Prussia  were  to  suffer 
some  defeat,  Austria  might  come  up  at  the  side  of  the  Emperor. 

The  *  Red  Prince,'  however,  appears  to  have  seen,  with  the  per- 
spicacity he  has  now  and  then  shown,  that  Prance  would  certainly  be 
beaten  if  she  could  not  secure  some  allies  from  the  beginning.  In 
opposition  to  the  Empress,  who  imagined  France  could  at  the  same 
time  beat  Germany  and  safely  refrise  to  Italy  all  concessions  in  the 
question  of  Bome,  he  exerted  himself  to  draw  his  father-in-law, 
Victor  Emmanuel,  into  the  alliance,  and  to  induce  the  Court  of  the 
Tuileries  to  make  to  him  the  desired  concession  in  the  question  of 
the  Italian  capital. 

Thus  matters  stood  before  the  battles  of  Weissenburg  and  Worth. 
Had  King  Victor  Emmanuel  pursued  the  policy  suggested  by  Jerome 
Napoleon,  care  was  taken,  on  the  German  side,  that  the  Republican 
party  of  Italy  should  foil  this  project  of  an  alliance  with  the  Second 
Empire.  The  writer  of  this  present  essay  transmitted  corresponding 
offers  to  Mazzini  at  the  request  and  in  the  name  of  patriots  of  various 
party  denominations  in  Germany.  The  necessary  arms  and  money 
were  assigned.  And  though  the  ex-Triumvir  of  the  Roman  Republic 
was  not  able,  in  consequence  of  the  course  of  events,  to  play  any 
part  in  that  great  emergency,  he  afterwards,  when  returning  from  his 
temporary  imprisonment  in  Italy,  expressed  his  warm^  thanks 
for  the  honour  done  to  him  by  patriotic  Germans  on  that  momentous 
occasion. 

VL 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  Prince  Napoleon,  under  the 
Presidency  and  the  Imperial  Government  of  his  cousin,  had,  in  some 
measure,  made  foreign  affairs  his  special  business.    Sometimes  he 


'  Victor  Hugo  asserted  that  Sadowa— which,  after  all,  effected  a  disruption  in  the 
national  body  of  Germany — had  brought  about  so  great  an  aggrandisement  of  Ger- 
many, so  sad  a  diminution  of  France,  that  a  rectification  of  frontiers  was  required  t 
In  the  Corps  L6gislatif,  in  1S70,  the  real  question  of  peace  or  war  was  involved  in 
the  granting  of  supplies — in  the  war  credits — ^which  were  to  enable  Napoleon  IIL  to 
make  war.  Here  246  votes  granted  him  the  necessary  supplies ;  10  only  refused 
them :  and  even  these  10  men  were  not  all  Republicans.  Finally,  on  the  question 
of  the  calling  out  of  the  Gardes  Mobiles  and  of  the  Volunteers,  the  minority  dwindled 
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,  acted  in  collusion  with  Napoleon  III.  At  other  times  he  struck  out 
for  ^  independent  opposition.'  The  weaker  portion  of  public  opinion 
was  thus  all  the  more  easily  led  in  the  common  dynastic  interest. 
The  two  augurs  understood  each  other,  though  personally  tiiey 
were  jealous  of  each  other.  Prince  Napoleon  was  a  would-be  Philippe 
Egalit^  ;  but  the  'better  part  of  valour'  always  prevailed  with  him, 
and  practically  he  served  the  Government  from  which  he  received  his 
pay.  He  contented  himself  with  the  part  of  a  C&ar  dSdassS,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  follow  his  *  Pompeian '  inclinations.  This  cynic  indul- 
gence in  questionable  tastes — which  years  ago  led  to  the  definitive 
return  of  Princess  Klothilde  to  her  Italian  home — ^was  the  best 
guarantee  to  Napoleon  III.  for  his  relative's  obeisance  in  political 
matters.    '  Plon-Plon '  licked  the  hand  that  fed  him. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  war  of  1870  Prince  Napoleon 
prudently  kept  out  of  harm's  way.  On  the  very  day  of  the  surrender 
at  Sedan  he  hastened  to  write  to  the  captive  Emperor  a  letter  of 
comic  devotion,  expressing  a  desire  to  be  imprisoned  with  him. 
*  Whatever  conditions  may  be  exacted,  I  should  comply  with  them  at 
once,  in  order  to  be  with  you.  Misfortime  can  but  bind  more  firmly 
the  links  which  have  attached  me  to  you  since  my  childliood.  I  b^ 
your  Majesty  to  accede  to  my  request,  which  I  shall  forward  to  the 
King  of  Prussia.'  These  words  fiilly  paint  the  Prince's  prowess,  and 
throw  strange  light  upon  the  offer  made  by  him  in  December  185 1 
to  some  of  the  Republican  leaders.  Perhaps  a  few  more  men  wodd 
have  been  shot  as  victims  of  the  coup  (Pitat  had  they  accepted 
his  offer. 

Prince  Napoleon  is  not  respected  by  the  French  army,  and  has 
been  hitherto  alienated  from  the  Soman  Catholic  clergy.  His  pro- 
spects seem  as  indifferent  as  possible.  France  would  truly  have  to 
sink  very  deeply  if  ever  she  could  once  more  allow  the  Republic  to 
go  down  for  the  sake  of  this  semi-Catilinarian,  semi-Csesarist  banr 
vivcmt.  He  is  a  Pretender  now — but  a  Pretender  who  is  all  caution. 
To  a  deputation,  which  he  received  privately,  he  declared  that, '  whe- 
ther the  Empire  was  to  be  in  future  aviocratio  or  Liberal,  he,  at  any 
rate,  was  the  sole  head  now  of  the  House  of  Bonaparte,  and  that  he 
would  fix  the  day  and  hour  whenever  anything  were  to  be  done.' 
This  shows  that  the  so-called  *  Liberal '  is  ready  to  play  the  Autocrat 
whilst  talking  grandiloquently  about  the  *  revolutionary  origin  of  the 
Bonapartes  '  and  the  principle  of  an  *  Appeal  to  the  People.'  In  his 
own  organ  he  has  allowed  it  to  be  said  that  he  (Napoleon)  is  *  not  a 
candidate  for  the  Empire,  but  the  Empire.'  Another  version  of 
*L'Etat,  c'estMoi.' 


down  to  a  single  person  I  Gambetta,  Jules  Ferry,*  Jules  Simon,  Magnin,  Dorian, 
Steenackers,  as  weU  as  Thiers— all  men  who  snbsequentlj  came  to  power— all  voted 
for  the  war  credits.  Jules  Favre,  after  1866,  had  considered  Fiance  entitled  to  an 
'  indemnification  *  in  the  way  of  a  cession  of  German  territory.  Thiers  merely 
objected  to  the  war  of  1870  at  first,  because  he  thought  <  France  was  not  sufficiently 
prepared.' 
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M.  Paul  Grranier  (de  Cassagnac),  to  whom  the  Prince's  antece- 
dents are  distasteful,  is  neither  satisfied  with  the  latter's  silence 
in  public,  nor  with  his  waiting  policy.  He  reproaches  him  with 
waiting  so  long  that  at  last  it  will  be  'too  late,'  Prince  Napo- 
leon, on  his  part,  is  chiefly  bent  on  not  showing  his  hand  too 
soon — for  proscription  would  be  the  inmiediate  result,  and  foggy 
London  is  not  in  accordance  with  his  Pompeian  and  Boulevaid 
tastes.  He  has  also  been  told  by  some  of  his  adherents  who  enter- 
tain Popish  sympathies,  that  Paris — as  in  the  case  of  Henry  IV. — is 
'well  worth  a  mass.'  But  with  him  the  main  concern  is,  not  to 
come  publicly  too  much  to  the  fore-ground,  lest  the  Bepublican 
Government  diould  say  to  him :— '  I ;  missus  es  I ' 

For  the  nonce,  the  Bonapartist  party  is  split  up  into  a  number 
of  groups,  warring  with  each  other  more  or  less  fiercely.  In  this 
tumult  of  discordant  voices,  the  '  sole  head  of  the  house  of  Bonaparte ' 
lacks  the  courage  of  issuing  a  public  manifesto.  In  action  he  stands 
on  a  par  with  the  Coimt  of  Chambord,  who  does  not  act.  But  he 
cannot  even  bring  himself  to  speak  out  openly,  as  'Henry  V.'  at 
least  does.  In  his  mouthpiece,  the  Egtafette^  some  of  whose  articles 
are  supposed  to  be  written  by  himself,  it  is  said  in  the  meantime : — 
'  Prince  Napoleon,  if  he  is  well  inspired,  will  resume  the  Socialist 
policy  of  the  prisoner  of  Ham  and  of  Napoleon  III.  He  will  propose 
the  foimdation  of  pension  chests  for  aged  workmen,  the  revivjd  of 
corpoiative  life  in  matters  of  industry,  and  so  forth.'  It  was  the 
tactics  of  Louis  Napoleon  to  flatter  the  working  class,  and  to  cun- 
ningly foster,  or  profit  &om,  the  dissensions  between  the  Socialist 
section  of  Democracy  and  the  bulk  of  the  Republican  party.  The 
character  of  the  present  would-be  Pretender  might  lend  itself  easily 
to  a  similar  policy. 

Watchfulness  will  therefore  be  desirable,  though  no  immediate 
danger  is  apparent.  Were  it  possible  that  FVance  should  once  more 
produce  the  incredible  and  the  unforeseen — which,  it  is  said,  always 
happens  there — the  foroe  of  events  would  lead  to  fresh  foreign  com- 
plications, and  the  name  of  Napoleon  would  for  the  third  or  fourth 
time  become  fatal  to  a  nation  which  has  already  gone  through  many 
trials,  but  which  is  somewhat  apt  imprudently  to  forget  itself  in 
spite  of  bitter  previous  experience.  For  the  sake  of  the  Republic, 
due  vigilance  is  to  be  recommended.  The  maintenance  and  the 
reasonable  extension  of  popular  liberties  in  France  has  become  a 
universal  interest,  and  a  special  interest  for  the  G^erman  nation — 
to-day,  after  the  last  dreary  reactionary  changes  at  Berlin,  more  so 
than  ever.  Hence  anything  done  in  England — which  justly  prides 
itself  on  being  '  the  mother  of  free  nations ' — ^that  would  encourage 
the  Bonapartist  faction,  merits  severe  censure  from  all  those  who 
value  the  peace,  the  prosperity,  and  the  progress  of  Europe. 
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My  Journal  in  the  Holy  Land, 

Part  II. 

Satv/rday,  November  13. — It  seemed,  a  great  pity  to  leave  Damas- 
cas  80  soon,  but  our  time  was  nmning  short  and  the  tents  had  to  be 
struck  after  breakfast.  We  loitered  as  long  as  possible  in  the  bazaars, 
buying  pretty  things,  and  it  was  half-past  two  before  the  luncheon- 
place  near  Artuz  was  reached.  Though  there  was  but  little  wind,  we 
were  overtaken  by  more  than  one  sand-storm.  We  soon  left  the 
pleasant  trees  and  shade  near  Dams^us,  and  plodded  along  over  the 
desert  under  a  burning  sun,  with  the  sand  occasionally  whirling  up 
into  columns  exactly  like  a  water-spout.  Our  camping  place  for  the 
night  lay  just  outside  the  village  of  Kefr  Hauwar.  It  was  a  lovely 
evening  when  we  arrived ;  but  when  we  looked  out  of  our  tent  after 
dinner,  there  was  a  most  suspicious  halo  round  the  moon  to  be  seen, 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  night  a  furious  gale  and  sand-storm  came  on 
and  nearly  blew  us  away.  The  tent-pitchers  were  obliged  to  sit  up 
all  night  looking  after  the  tent-pegs  and  ropes,  and  in  the  morning 
everything  was  an  inch  deep  in  dust. 

We  all  sleep  with  revolvers  imder  our  pillows,  but  in  spite  of  this 
precaution,  we  two  ladies  don't  feel  at  all  safe  in  the  tent  by  our- 
selves in  this  region  of  marauding  Bedouins.  We  have  therefore 
bought  some  mule  bells  and  hung  them  on  a  string  across  the  door- 
way of  the  tent,  so  that  no  one  could  enter  without  tumbling  over 
them.  With  these,  and  '  Akurah ' — a  dog  we  picked  up  at  tihe  vil- 
lage whose  name  he  bears — we  generally  feel  all  right.  Nevertheless,  in 
the  middle  of  last  night  the  bells  gave  a  slight  tinkle,  which  im- 
mediately awoke  us,  nor  were  we  altogether  reassured  by  hearing 
all  manner  of  unfamiliar  sounds  outside.  Still  we  preserved  our 
courage  pretty  well  until,  by  a  single  ray  of  moonlight  shining  in 
through  the  fastening  of  the  flap  which  forms  our  door,  we  saw  the 
gleam  of  a  large  knife.  Evidently  the  moment  for  decisive  action 
had  arrived;  some  one  must  be  cutting  his  way  into  the  tent* 
I  cocked  my  pistol  and  Evie  lighted  a  match)  but  nothing  could  be 
heard  except  the  wind.  However,  that  it  was  not  all  our  fency  or 
fidght  was  proved  by  the  fact  that  a  large  knife  lay  on  the  ground 
lust  inside  the  tent.  Nothing  more  came  of  the  alarm,  and  after  some 
time  we  became  very  tired  of  our  sentinel  duty,  and  so  went  to  sleep 
again.  In  the  morning  it  was  found  that  in  securing  our  tent,  whic^ 
had  been  nearly  blown  over,  one  of  our  own  men  had  managed  to  push 
his  knife  through  the  lining.  Once  through,  he  could  not,  in  spite 
of  all  his  struggles,  get  it  back  again,  and  ss  he  heard  the  bells 
ringing,  and  knew  we  should  awake,  he  very  wisely  dropped  it  and 
ran  away. 

Suriday,  November  14. — The  wind  and  dust  are  very  bad  to-day. 
Dressing  is  nearly  as  difficult  as  at  sea  in  a  gale  of  wind.    Our  tables 
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are  blown  over  as  fiast  as  we  re-arrange  them,  and  we  have  to  hold  on 
to  our  basins  with  one  hand  and  wash  our  faces  with  the  other.  As 
for  the  baths,  they  contain  equal  proportions  of  dust  and  water,  and 
the  result  is  mud.  Altogether  we  are  going  through  a  disagreeable 
phase  of  tent  life,  and  we  begin  to  agree  that  there  is  a  good  deal  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  existence  in  a  more  prosaic  country  and  within  four 
walls.  The  culminating  point  was  reached  when  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  cook,  and  Earam  declared  we  must  move  farther  on  down 
the  vaUey.  This  fiat  was  especially  trying,  involving,  as  it  did, 
packing  and  travelling,  when  we  had  settled  ourselves  comfortably 
for  a  day  of  rest.  There  was  nothing  for  it,  however,  but  to  turn  out 
into  the  storm  of  whirling  sand,  and  struggle  on  for  an  hour  and  a  half 
to  another  place — one  of  the  sources  of  the  Pharphar.  This  proved,  how- 
ever, to  be  no  better  than  the  original  camping  ground,  so  we  held  on 
our  way  for  another  hour  and  a  half,  only  to  reach  Ain  Beit,  or  the'  House 
of  Paradise,'  Here,  in  addition  to  the  chronic  wind  and  sand-storm, 
which  still  raged  as  merrily  as  ever,  the  skeletons  of  sundry  camels 
strewed  the  ground,  and  we  steadily  refused  to  have  the  tents  pitched 
in  so  ghastly  a  spot,  where,  too,  there  was  no  shelter.  Albert  and  I 
had  noticed  a  place  on  the  way  near  a  stream  and  beneath  the  shelter  of 
some  trees ;  but  as  Earam  himself  had  not  selected  it,  we  had  the 
greatest  difficulty  to  induce  him  to  see  that  it  possessed  any  advan- 
tages. At  last  he  gave  in,  and  we  settled  down  there  for  a  few  hours, 
but  the  cold  was  so  intense  that  after  limcheon  Evie  and  I  braved  the 
wind  to  pick  up  sticks,  whilst  the  gentlemen  sawed  and  chopped  oflF 
great  branches,  and  made  a  splendid  fire.  It  looked  delightful,  and  the 
exertion  of  building  it  somewhat  restored  our  circulation ;  but,  like  all 
open-air  fires,  it  made  us  feel  exactly  like  the  kettles  described  by 
^ctic  travellers — burnt  on  one  side  and  firozen  on  the  other.  It  is 
blowing  a  bitter  gale  from  the  south-west ;  cold  and  biting  as  the 
bleakest  English  north-easter  in  March. 

On  the  way  here  we  met  some  Druses,  armed,  as  everyone  else  is, 
to  the  teeth.  Their  dress  is  pretty  and  picturesque  enough  :  a  full 
dark  blue  shirt,  Turkish  trousers  bound  round  the  waist  by  a  gay 
sash,  a  wide  jacket  braided  with  black,  and  with  kaleidoscope-looking 
bits  of  coloured  cloth  let  in  here  and  there,  long  hanging  sleeves,  and 
a  scarlet  fez  with  a  bright-coloured  handkerchief  wound  turban  wise 
round  it.  Each  carried  a  small  armoury  disposed  about  his  waist : 
a  pair  of  pistols,  a  dagger  or  two,  a  Imife,  a  small  hatchet  with 
a  wicked-looking  end  all  painted  and  curved,  and — as  if  all  these 
weapons  were  insufficient  for  defence — a  long  gun.  This  road  is  re« 
puted  to  be  very  dangerous,  and  Murray  seems  to  think  every  passer- 
by must  necessarily  be  either  a  robber  or  an  assassin ;  but  I  femcy 
even  these  bloodthirsty  characters  would  hesitate  before  attacking  so 
formidable  a  caravan  as  ours.  We  have  never  had  guards  by  day. 
Still,  when  it  begins  to  get  dark  we  are  arranged  by  Earam  in  an 
order  of  march  of  his  own.  He  goes  first,  as  a  valiant  dragoman  is 
bound  to  do ;  then  come  Evie  and  I,  closely  followed  by  Tom  and 
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Albert  with  their  revolvers,  with  old  Hadji  Hassan,  the  muleteer,  as 
rear-guard.  The  old  man  is  iiomensely  proud  of  his  title  of  Hadji, 
earned  by  his  having  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  He,  no  doubt, 
combined  profit  with  religion  on  that  occasion,  for  he  attended  the 
caravan,  the  better  to  look  after  some  horses  and  mules  he  had  fur- 
nished to  the  pilgrims. 

As  we  wound  slowly,  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  gale,  along  the 
valley  beneath  Mount  Hermon,  we  saw  four  splendid  eagles  hovering 
about  the  cliffs,  whilst  before  us,  cold  and  grey,  rose  ^  the  high  moun- 
tain apart,'  where  the  Transfiguration  of  our  Lord  is  said  to  have 
taken  place. 

There  are  not  many  birds  to  be  seen  in  Syria,  and  those  we  have 
come  across  are  of  the  species  common  in  England,  such  as  quails, 
two  or  three  kinds  of  partridges,  snipe,  woodcocks,  besides  robins, 
wagtails,  larks,  and  several  varieties  of  woodpecker.  One  seldom  or 
ever  hears  a  bird  sing,  but  then  I  can't  help  fimcjdng,  that  is  be- 
cause there  are  so  few  trees  for  them  to  alight  upon.  It  is  impossible 
to  imagine  a  bird  singing,  except  on  a  branch.  Think  of  a  night- 
ingale without  a  bush!  The  flowers  are  lovely,  even  at  this 
inclement  time  of  year.  Crocuses  grow  in  profusion,  and  of  evary 
imaginable  colour.  They  look  so  firesh  and  fragile  that  it  seems 
little  short  of  a  miracle  how  they  manage  to  push  their  delicate  heads 
through  the  rock-bound  earth.  There  are  besides  great  patches  of 
narcissus,  tulips,  and  asphodels  to  be  seen  in  every  direction,  and  in 
places  the  sterile-looking  ground  is  fiurly  covered  with  gum  cistos 
and  wild  pinks.  The  oleanders,  which  fringe  the  streams,  are  more 
beautiful  and  luxuriant,  with  their  masses  of  pink  blossom,  than  any- 
thing I  ever  saw.  The  blossoms  are  single,  but  in  great  trusses,  and 
ever  so  much  prettier  than  the  double  variety  usually  cultivated  in 
England. 

Monday,  Novefmh&r  15. — ^The  morning  was  bitterly  cold,  and  the 
ice  had  to  be  broken  in  our  baths.  In  spite  of  a  big  fire  outside  the 
tent,  close  to  which  we  ate  our  breakfe^  it  was  a  case  of  chattering 
teeth  and  helplessly  cold  hands.  Directly  after  this  comfortless  meal 
was  over,  we  started,  with  a  bitter  wind  in  our  already  blue  feces,  for 
a  slow  ride  up  and  down  dreary  hills  and  precipices,  until  we  arrived 
at  a  volcanic  region.  This  was  rather  more  fertile  than  the  land  of 
limestone  we  Imve  been  travelling  through  hitherto,  and  we  soom 
reached  the  summit  of  the  pass,  whence  a  magnificent  view  spread 
itself  out  before  us.  One  could  see  right  down  over  many  miles 
of  Palestine,  and  on  the  horizon  stood  boldly  out  the  chain  of  Hermon, 
Mount  Tabor,  and  Mount  Carmel. 

For  some  distance  further  we  journeyed  on,  and  then  halted  in  a 
stone-quarry  for  lunch,  where  we  were  sheltered  indeed  from  the  wind, 
but  half  roasted  by  a  scorching  sun.  After  lunch  we  struck  out  of 
the  main  road,  or  rather  track,  to  visit  the  ancient  castle  of  Subeibeh, 
and  this  new  path  led  us  up  and  down  the  worst  precipices  we  have 
yet  scaled.    The  horses  had  to  scramble  like  cats,  sometimes  with  a 
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bare  foothold  for  their  hind  legs,  whilst  they  sought  for  a  resting 
place  for  their  &ont  hoofs,  and  again  looking  as  if  they  were  trying 
to  stand  on  their  heads,  and  mnst  in&llibly  turn  a  somersault  down 
the  ladder  before  them.  But  they  carried  us  safely  and  well,  and  we 
rode  pleasantly  on  through  olive  and  myrtle  groves  until  we  reached 
the  castle.  It  stands  on  a  beautiful  site,  commanding  the  whole  of 
the  plain  of  Huleh.  Every  style  of  architecture  may  be  found  among 
its  ruins,  for  it  was  begun  by  the  Syro-Grecians  five  hundred  years 
B.C.,  and  altered,  repaired,  and  added  to  by  every  power  which  has 
held  possession  of  it  by  turns,  down  to  the  seventeenth  century. 
Since  that  comparatively  recent  date  it  has  been  allowed  to  crumble 
peacefully  and  picturesquely  away.  The  cisterns,  hewn  in  the  solid 
rock,  still  exist,  and  are  made  to  hold  many  thousand  tons  of  water. 
The  view  from  the  old  castle  is  superb,  and  the  richness  of  the  foliage 
and  vegetation  a  treat  to  aching  eyes  from  the  whirling  desert  sand 
of  these  three  days  past. 

A  narrow  rugged  path,  down  which  we  scrambled,  led  us  to 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  town  of  Banias,  or  Gsesarea  Philippi,  the 
northernmost  point  of  our  Lord's  wanderings  on  earth.  Its  scattered 
fragments  of  dwellings  extend  over  many  acres,  and  there  is  a 
splendid  view  from  the  old  Eoman  bridge  of  the  ancient  citadel  and 
gateway.  From  this  point  the  eye  also  takes  in  one  of  the  sources  of 
tiie  Jordan,  issuing,  an  impetuous  glistening  thread,  from  a  limestone 
rock,  a  thousand  feet  overhead.  It  dashes  straight  down  and  im- 
mediately hurries  under  a  bridge,  down  the  narrow  ravine  fringed 
with  the  richest  vegetation.  After  a  little  time  we  rode  on  through 
the  village,  every  housetop  of  which  had  a  little  arbour  of  branches 
of  trees  built  on  its  flat  roof.  The  inhabitants  sit  and  even  sleep 
in  these,  to  escape  the  scorpions  and  ants  which  infest  the  whole 
place. 

The  camp  was  reached  about  dusk,  and  we  found  it  pitched  in  a 
charming  spot — an  olive  grove  on  the  brink  of  a  rocky  stream,  whose 
banks  seemed  a  perfect  tangle  of  creepers  and  semi-tropical  shrubs, 
figs,  pomegranates,  oleanders,  bamboos,  sugar-canes,  myrtles,  vines ; 
while  creepers  of  all  kinds  grew  together  in  a  glorious  confrision,  and 
hung  in  leafy  wreaths  between  tree  and  tree.  The  air  felt  deliciously 
balmy  and  warm  after  the  bleak  gale  of  the  last  few  days,  but  we 
still  had  a  fire  lighted  outside  after  dinner.  You  can  hardly  imagine 
how  picturesque  the  scene  looked  in  the  moonlight,  with  the  curious 
shadows  cast  by  the  flickering  fire  against  the  gnarled  stems  of  the 
old  olives  and  the  fine  evergreen  oaks. 

Tue8da/y<i  Novefmher  16. — A  lovely  morning.  It  is  delightful 
to  be  able  to  make  one's  toilet  with  ease  and  comfort,  after  the 
cold  and  rough  weather  of  these  past  days.  Breakfast  was  early 
as  usual,  half-past  seven,  and  whilst  we  were  still  eating  it,  a  party 
of  five  Bedouins  passed  by  on  the  other  side  of  the  ravine.  There 
was  only  the  width  of  the  little  river  between  us,  and  they  were 
armed  to  the  teeth  and  well  mounted.   They  may  have  been 
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peaceful  citizens  of  the  desert  ;  but  they  looked  uncommonly  like 
marauders  out  on  a  foray. 

We  turned  a  little  out  of  our  way,  on  first  starting,  to  see  the 
fountain  of  Banias,  another  source  of  the  Jordan,  which  also  issues 
&om  a  limestone  rock  beneath  the  ruined  remains  of  some  great 
temple,  and  flows  down  a  ravine  exactly  like  our  beautiful  halting 
place  of  yesterday.  These  two  streams  used  to  be  the  boimdaries  of 
the  ancient  Caesarea  Philippi,  and  many  old  inscriptions  and  carvings 
still  remain  on  the  stones. 

After  leaving  the  fountain  we  held  on  our  way  to  Tell-el-Kady, 
the  site  of  the  ancient  city  of  Dan,  the  northernmost  city  of  the 
Holy  Land^  and  the  one  where  Jeroboam  inaugurated  the  worship 
of  ^  the  golden  calf  he  had  set  up.'  Its  inhabitants  were  colonists  from 
Sidon,  and  when  one  sees  the  rich  fertile  plain  on  whose  borders  the 
city  stood,  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  they  became  lazy  and  luxu- 
rious in  their  habits,  and  so  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  hardy  and 
victorious  Israelites.  The  oaks,  for  which  Sidon  has  always  been 
famous,  still  grow  on  the  hills  around,  and  from  one  magiiificent 
tree  which  overhangs  the  fountains,  we  brought  away  some  acorns, 
hoping  to  get  them  to  grow  in  England. 

Near  Tell-el-Kady,  a  tTiird  source  of  the  Jordan  springs  up,  and 
after  forming  a  miniature  lake  in  the  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano, 
rushes  down  the  valley  to  join  the  other  two  streams,  and  they  all  flow 
together  toward  the  *  waters  of  Merom.*  I  never  saw  anything  so 
lovely  as  the  maidenhair  fern  at  this  little  lake.  It  did  not  fringe 
the  edge  entirely,  as  it  has  always  done  at  every  pool,  watercourse 
and  torrent  we  have  passed  since  we  have  been'in  Syria ;  but  it  sprang 
up  in  large  tufts  between  the  rocks  of  basalt  at  the  edge  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  lake.  It  was  of  a  larger  variety  than  one  generally  meets 
with  in  England,  and  in  such  luxuriant  bunches,  so  effectively  placed, 
'  that  it  gave  the  effect  of  the  lake  having  been  specially  decorated  for 
the  occasion. 

On  we  rode,  through  thickets  of  myrtle,  oleander,  and  Berberis 
asicUica,  across  the  plain,  over  Soman  bridges,  fording  green-fringed 
streams,  until  we  came  to  a  rugged  mountain-path  leading  straight 
up  a  steep  hill,  from  whose  sunmiit  we  had  a  magnificent  view  of 
Hermon  and  the  chain  of  Anti-Lebanon,  away  to  Mount  Carmel, 
whilst  just  at  our  feet  lay  the  plain  of  Huleh.  We  lunched  under 
the  shade  of  a  mjrrtle-tree  with  this  wonderful  scenery  all  around  us, 
and  it  required  some  resolution,  and  many  remonstrances  and  threats  of 
being  belated  from  Karam,  to  make  us  mount  our  horses  again,  and  turn 
away  from  so  much  and  such  varied  beauty.  Another  climb  brought 
us  to  Hunin,  the  ancient  Eehab — the  terminal  point  of  the  spies' 
journeying  from  Kadesh-Barnea.  Thence,  a  couple  of  hours'  ride 
through  woods  of  oaks  and  olives,  with  a  dense  undergrowth  of 
myrtle  and  vines,  brought  us  to  Meis-el-Jehel.  Here  we  encamped 
for  the  night,  but  just  outside  the  village  as  usual. 

It  is  a  disagreeable  peculiarity  of  this  country,  that  the  carca^ 
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of  all  creatures  which  fall  by  the  roadside  are  left  unburied,  so  that 
your  way  is  enliveaed  by  the  frequent  sight  of  the  bodies  of  divers 
animals  in  varying  stages  of  decomposition,  from  a  mule  just  dead, 
to  the  white,  sun-bleached  bones  of  a  camel.  On  the  way  hither  to- 
day, I  saw  several  eagles  soaring  above  our  heads :  from  time  to  time 
one  would  poimce  down  suddenly  on  the  dead  bodies  of  lambs.  A 
Uttle  further  on  a  huge  dog  was  devouring  a  carcase,  whilst  hard  by 
two  splendid  eagles  sat  on  a  rock  and  enviously  watched  him  with 
wide,  fierce  eyes. 

In  spite  of  the  close  vicinity  of  the  Jordan,  the  water  is  extremely 
bad  just  here,  and  has  to  be  brought  from  a  spring  miles  away. 

'Wednesday^  NoveinheT  17. — We  started  about  9  a.m.,  and  had  a 
lather  hot  and  stony  ride  past  the  spring  whence  the  water  of  yes- 
terday had  come.  The  sight  of  it  quite  accounts  for  our  all  having 
felt  more  or  less  ill  after  drinking  it.  Nevertheless,  the  large  deep 
stone  well,  some  eighty  feet  round,  was  picturesque  enough,  and 
brought  vividly  to  mind  many  a  Bible  story.  Two  stout  Arabs  were 
drawing  water  from  below  for  their  mixed  herds ;  some  poor  thirsting 
camels  waited  patiently  a  little  way  oflF,  whilst  groups  of  women 
moved  away  from  the  well,  poising  their  stone  water-jars  on  their 
heads  with  one  hand,  in  the  old  graceful  Eastern  fashion. 

Not  long  after  leaving  this  watering-place  we  reached  Kadesh 
Naphtali,  one  of  the  Jewish  cities  of  refuge  in  old  times,  and  also  the 
birthplace  of  Barak.  We  paused  a  little  to  examine  the  few  ruins 
which  are  still  left,  and  to  try  and  get  some  water,  but  it  was  so  bad 
here  that  even  the  horses  would  not  touch  it.  We  went  on  and  soon 
came  to  a  curious  village  of  peaked-roof  houses,  built  by  some 
Algerian  settlers  anxious  to  escape  from  French  discipline.  Here 
there  was  a  good  spring,  which  our  thirsty  horses  rushed  at,  almost 
poshing  one  another  away  in  their  eagerness  to  drink  of  it.  An 
Arab  was  washing  the  dust  oflF  his  feet  in  it  just  as  we  came  up, 
which  seemed  unfortunate,  but  we  waited  a  little  while  for  the  con- 
tents of  the  pool  to  run  off,  and  then  filled  our  leathern  bottles  and 
rode  on  along  a  path  at  the  edge  of  a  precipice  overhanging  the  river. 

Whilst  climbing  slowly  up  a  steep  bank  on  the  opposite  side,  a 
Bedouin  of  the  tribe  of  Ben  Issacher,  mounted  on  a  pretty  black  mare, 
overtook  us  at  full  gallop.  He  pulled  up  and  joined  our  party,  and  we 
talked  to  him  for  some  time  through  Karam.  Albert  offered  to  buy 
hi8  long  spear  with  silver-bound  joints.  At  one  end  was  an  iron  point 
to  stick  into  the  ground  when  not  in  use,  and  at  the  other  a  sharp 
point  of  burnished  steel.  He  was  a  most  friendly  and  affable  Bedouin 
and  showed  us  all  his  arms — pistols,  sword,  knife,  and  so  forth.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  rocky  plateau  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  he  gave  a  sort  ^ 
of  performance  for  our  amusement,  galloping  about  and  whirling  his 
lance  with  dramatic  effect  and  many  loud  cries,  as  he  thrust  at  and 
parried  thrusts  from  an  imaginary  enemy.  He  turned  and  twisted 
his  mare  about  with  incredible  ease  and  swiftness,  only  guiding  her 
^th  a  halter,  for  the  bit,  which  is  scarcely  ever  used  except  in  warfai*e, 
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bung  idly  firom  his  saddle  all  the  time.  We  rode  together  for  some 
distance,  and  at  parting,  he  took  the  charm  from  his  horse's  neck — a 
piece  of  crescent-shaped  wood — and  presented  it  to  me  with  a  most 
graceful  salaam.  Altogether  we  were  rather  pleased  with  our  fellow- 
traveller,  imtil  old  Hadji  Hassan  let  out  that  his  parting  words  bad 
been  a  strongly  expressed  wish  to  find  any  two  of  us  alone  in  a  place 
where  he  could  use  his  weapons  in  earnest.  Six  together  were  beyond 
his  ideas,  so  be  made  the  best  of  his  disappointment. 

A  hot,  dreary  ride  of  two  hours  brought  us  to  Safed,  said  by  some 
to  be  the  city  alluded  to  by  St.  Matthew  as  the  city  set  on  a  hill  that 
cannot  be  hid.  It  is  perched  on  the  very  summit  of  a  high  mountain. 
From  the  olive-grove  close  to  the  castle  in  which  our  tents  are  pitched 
we  have  a  lovely  outlook  over  distant  ridges,  one  folded  softly  over  the 
other,'  imtil  the  eye  travels  down  to  Mount  Carmel  and  Uie  Sea  of 
Galilee  lying  at  our  feet.  As  if  they  were  on  a  map,  one  picks  out 
Chcarazin,  Bethsaida,  Capernaum,  Tiberias,  and  the  country  of  the 
Gtergesenes.  On  the  eastern  side  is  the  steep  place  where  the  devil- 
possessed  swine  ran  violently  down,  to  perish  in  the  waters.  Every 
spot  has  some  thrilling  charm  of  its  own,  by  which  to  hold  the  gazer 
spell-bound.  The  sunset  was  lovely,  though  stormy,  and  the  moon 
rose  early,  shedding  a  full  and  pure  radiance  over  the  scene,  and 
filtering  down  through  the  branches  of  the  olive-trees.  Safed  suffered 
terribly  in  the  great  earthquake  of  1837.  Five  thousand  of  the 
inhabitants  perished  miserably.  The  earth  was  literally  shaken  to 
pieces,  and  has  still  great  rents  in  it.  Only  four  thousand  inhabit- 
ants, chiefly  Jews,  remain  in  it  now. 

Thursday^  November  18. — ^The  sunset  of  last  night  has  kept  its 
promise.  When  we  awoke  at  five  this  morning,  it  was  pouring  with 
rain  and  the  thimder  was  rolling  among  the  mountains.  The  rain 
continued  more  or  less  imtil  ten,  when  we  seized  an  interval  of  fine 
weather  to  start  by  another  bare  and  bleak  road  winding  through  the 
mountains  of  Naphtali.  It  was  very  hot,  with  occasional  showers ; 
but  when  the  clouds  lifted  enough  to  enable  us  to  see  the  hills,  they 
looked  all  the  more  lovely  for  the  changing,  flitting  shadows  and 
mist  wreaths.  The  usual  brief  halt  for  lunch  was  made  at  the 
top  of  a  hill  among  some  acacia  and  fig-bushes.  To-day  the  meal 
was  improved  by  some  delicious  new  milk  which  we  got  from  a  party 
of  travelling  Arabs.  They  were  all  picturesque-lookhig  people,  espe- 
cially the  head  goatherd,  who  carried,  among  other  weapons,  an  old 
English  ^ Tower'  gun,  with  flint  lock  and  steel,  and  the  words 
'  Tower '  and  '  George  IV.'  on  the  lock.  It  had  a  preposterously  long 
barrel,  bound  round  at  regular  intervals  with  little  brass  hoops.  Only 
last  year  we  were  told  at  the  Tower  that  all  their  condemned  guns 
were  bought  by  the  Jews,  and  altered  to  suit  the  Arab  taste,  and  that 
they  then  found  a  ready  market  in  these  parts. 

Fine  timber  is  said  to  exist  in  this  range  of  mountains,  but  we 
have  scarcely  seen  a  tree  to-day.  It  is  true  that  our  aftei^luncheon 
ride  led  us  along  a  stream,  densely  bordered  on  either  side  by  luxu- 
riant oleanders,  but  then  they  are  only  flowering  bushes !    At  last  we 
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reached  the  plain  of  Gennesareth — a  rich  flat  at  the  head  of  the  lake. 
The  land  helongs  to  some  merchants  in  Damascus,  but  is  cultivated 
for  their  benefit  by  a  little  colony  of  Arabs  of  the  Gawwmeh  tribe. 

Another  stream  had  to  be  crossed,  and  this  brought  us  along  a 
beach  of  small  but  beautiful  shells,  to  the  wretched  village  of  Magdala, 
the  supposed  birthplace  of  Mary  Magdalene.  A  large  caravan  of 
Arabs  and  camels  on  their  way  to  Egypt  were  halting  here.  Then 
the  path  wound  sometimes  alongside  and  sometimes  above  the  lake, 
until  we  reached  Tiberias,  a  dirty  town  with  a  ruined  castle.  Here 
we  found  great  excitement  prevaUing,  for  the  Pasha  of  Damascus  was 
going  to  spend  the  night  in  the  town  on  his  way  from  Jerusalem, 
where  he  had  been  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Prince  of  Prussia  and  the 
Emperor  of  Austria.  His  attendants  were  busy  unloading  the  camels 
and  pitching  the  tents  on  the  shore,  and  the  ladies  of  the  harem 
were  just  arriving.  They  had  been  travelling  in  queer-shaped,  gaily 
decorated  litters,  each  borne  between  two  camels.  Just  as  we  topped 
the  hill  and  came  in  view  of  their  camp,  the  escort  of  Turkish  cavalry 
was  following  the  ladies'  litters  down  the  steep  hill.  It  was  a  curious 
and  characteristic  scene,  which  we  would  not  have  missed  on  any 
account.  The  green  and  gold  and  purple  and  gold  tents,  with  the 
crescent  flag  floating  above  them,  stood  in  the  middle  of  a  perfect 
town  of  little  white  tents  which  sprang  up  like  mushrooms  in  all 
directions,  even  whilst  we  stood  looking  at  them.  The  escort  were 
mounted  on  active  little  horses,  and  wore  boots  and  gaiters,  full  blue 
Turkish  trousers,  red  Garibaldi  shirts,  and  white  handkerchiefs  over 
their  fezzes,  with  a  piece  of  rope  wound  round  them.  They  were 
followed  and  escorted  in  their  turn  by  a  swarm  of  Arabs  and  followers 
in  every  variety  of  picturesque  rags.  Some  of  this  ragged  outer  regi- 
ment acted  as  guides,  and  were  armed  with  curious  short  little  blun- 
derbusses like  those  used  in  England  in  the  earliest  days  of  fire- 
arms. They  had  perhaps  found  their  way  over  here  from  the  Tower, 
as  had  the  goatherd's  gun. 

Tiberias,  like  Safed,  is  principally  inhabited  by  Jews,  who  look 
very  odd  in  long  distinguishing  garments  of  light  linen,  buttoned 
straight  down  from  head  to  foot.  Their  hair,  too,  is  cut  short,  except 
one  curl  in  front  of  each  ear.  A  small  white  cotton  nightcap  and  a 
hat  like  the  ordinary  chimney  pot,  only  cut  shorter,  complete  the 
costume,  which  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  flowing,  gay-coloured  dress 
of  the  Arabs,  Turks,  and  Syrians.  These  Jews  are  abjectly  poor,  and 
nowhere  could  we  behold  a  more  literal  fulfilment  of  prophecy  than 
standing  in  such  spots  as  these  and  looking  around  one  at  their 
unhappy  inhabitants. 

Although  the  country  is  thickly  strewn  with  loose  stones,  the  soil 
is  rich  and  fertile,  but  it  is  quite  uncultivated.  For  miles  it  looks 
like  an  utter  desert,  and  to  such  desolate  expanses  succeeds  a  tangle 
or  copse  of  thorny  shrubs.  Often  we  journey  for  miles  without  seeing 
a  human  being,  or  an  Arab  hut  or  even  tent.  It  is  a  veritable 
country  of  desolation ;  still  in  some  places  there  are  lovely  scenery  and 
grand  views,  but  they  are  few  and  far  between. 
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The  Pasha  did  not  arrive  till  after  dark,  so  we  did  not  wait  to  see 
him.  Indeed,  I  felt  rather  cross  with  his  highness,  for  he  had  taken 
up  our  proposed  camping  ground,  and  therefore  our  tents  had  to  be 
pitched  a  good  way  fieurther  along  the  shore.  However,  the  camping 
ground  turned  out  a  very  nice  place,  close  to  the  hot  springs^  and 
only  a  few  feet  from  the  waters  of  the  lake.  Here,  too,  we  only 
needed  a  couple  of  guards  to  sleep  by  each  tent. 

Friday^  Novefmber  19. — showery  night  and  morning,  but 
delightfully  warm.  In  spite  of  his  late  arrival,  the  Pasha  with  all 
his  train  of  followers  was  oflF  en  route  for  Damascus  at  daybreak,  so  no 
more  has  been  seen  of  them.  We  started  at  eleven,  in  a  boat  of 
primitive  construction,  with  five  inefficient  boatmen.  Luckily  the 
lake  was  perfectly  calm,  and  we  proceeded  safely,  though  very  slowly. 
It  is  curious  to  remember  that  during  the  time  of  our  Lord's  ministry 
here,  and  for  long  afterwards,  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  near  the 
lake  gained  their  living  by  fishing,  and  that  the  sea  must  have  been 
covered  by  boats.  Now  there  are  only  two  boats  on  the  lake,  both 
of  comparatively  recent  importation,  and  never  used,  except  by 
visitors  to  its  shores.  Nothmg  shows  more  forcibly  the  desolation 
which  has  passed  over  the  land. 

We  rowed  leisurely  on  to  the  very  centre  of  the  lake,  so  as  to  have  a 
good  view  all  round,  and  to  see  the  clefts  in  the  hill  where  the  Jordan 
enters  the  lake  at  the  north  end.  The  first  idea  was  to  land  at  the 
north  side,  but  so  slow  was  our  progress  that  it  was  foimd  imprac- 
ticable. We  had  to  turn  off  towards  the  cliff,  down  which  the  swine 
ran  into  the  sea.  It  is  the  only  steep  place  ;  for  elsewhere,  though 
the  mountains  encompass  the  lake,  there  is  a  flat  strip  of  cultivated 
land  between  them  and  the  lake,  except  in  this  one  spot,  where  a 
spur  of  the  mountain  range  runs  abruptly  down. 

We  landed  at  a  place  now  called  Tel  Hunel,  regarding  which 
there  is  much  controversy  among  learned  writers.  It  is  certainly 
the  site  of  oiie  of  the  desolated  cities,  but  whether  of  Capernaum, 
Bethsaida,  or  Chorazin,  cannot  now  be  determined,  so  utter  has  been 
their  overthrow.  It  is  only  the  general  locality  which  can  be  ascer- 
tained. We  lunched  at  this  forsaken  spot ;  and  then  went  on  and 
landed  again  at  Magdala,  to  collect  some  of  the  lovely  shells. 

A  breeze  now  sprang  up,  blowing  right  ahead ;  the  waters  of 
the  lake  immediately  became  very  rough,  and  we  soon  began  to 
feel  exceedingly  uncomfortable.  Happily  the  wind  changed,  or  we 
should  certainly  have  had  to  spend  the  night  on  the  lake,  for  our  boat 
made  little  or  no  progress  against  it.  Even  as  it  was,  we  were  kept 
out  very  late,  and  Tom  had  begun  to  be  anxious,  for,  as  on  all  inland 
seas,  the  wind  here  is  exceedingly  fitful  and  treacherous,  and  he 
fully  expected  it  would  chop  round  again.  The  foundations  of  the  old 
city  of  Tiberias  extend  far  beyond  our  tents  to  the  hot  springs,  nearly  a 
mile  from  the  present  town,  and  the  borders  of  the  lake  are  surroimded 
by  the  ruins  of  once  prosperous  towns  and  villages.  This  bit  of  our 
journey  is,  to  my  mind,  the  most  interesting.    I  feel  too  unwell  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 879]        My  yournal  in  the  Holy  Land.  531 


actually  enjoy  the  scenes  of  each  day,  but  I  am  sure  I  shall  always 
look  back  to  them  with  delight. 

Saturday^  November  20. — I  have  been  gradually  and  decidedly 
getting  worse  ever  since  we  left  Meis-el-Jehel.  I  suffer  horribly 
from  ague  and  low  fever,  and  this  morning  I  am  so  ill  that  there 
seems  a  good  deal  of  doubt  whether  we  can  start  at  all.  Tom,  how- 
ever, thinks  it  better  to  push  on,  as  here  there  is  no  doctor  or 
possibility  of  help  of  any  kind,  whereas  from  Nazareth  one  day  would 
take  us  to  Acre.  My  recollections  of  this  morning's  journey  are  very 
vague.  The  most  distinct  idea  was  the  ever-present  wonder  how  long 
I  should  be  able  to  remain  in  my  saddle.  Then  came  intervals  of 
anconsciousness,  from  which  I  recovered  to  find  myself  laid  on  the 
gromid,  while  quinine  and  brandy  and  water  were  being  poured  down 
my  throat. 

Whilst  we  were  resting  under  some  olive-trees  to-day,  a  marriage 
procession  passed  us.  It  was  led  by  about  fifty  men  in  their  best 
clothes,  well  mounted  and  armed,  who  were  escorting  a  bride  home. 
Some  of  these  men  played  upon  curious  musical  instruments.  In 
their  midst  sat  the  bride — astride  upon  a  white  caparisoned  horse, 
led  by  a  man  in  flowing  robes.  Her  wonderful  garments  were  stiff 
with  embroidery,  and  she  was  laden  with  magnificent  jewels.  She 
wore  the  usual  jacket,  shirt,  tunic,  fall,  and  loose  trowsers,  and  was 
attended  by  four  very  ugly  old  hags  as  bridesmaids,  who  were  nearly 
as  smart  as  herself.  But  these  antique  damsels  (or  dames)  were 
distinguished  by  extraordinary  head-dresses,  composed  of  rolls  of 
silver  coins  about  the  size  of  a  florin,  piled  up  like  the  money  on  a 
money-changer's  counter,  and  arranged  round  the  front  of  a  sort  of 
cap,  something  of  the  shape  of  a  great  sausage.  The  procession  in- 
cluded a  host  of  women  and  children,  and  the  rear  was  brought  up 
by  a  solitary  camel,  bearing  a  huge  scarlet  and  green  box  aloft,  which 
box  contained  the  bride's  trousseau.  Their  journey  was  a  long  one,  and 
to  beguile  its  tedium,  they  sang  songs  and  played  upon  their  queer 
musical  instruments,  and  every  time  they  came  to  ever  so  small  a 
plateau  beside  the  rocky  path,  the  men  broke  out  of  the  order  of 
march  and  held  a  sort  of  miniature  tournament,  performing  all  sorts 
of  intricate  evolutions.  They  would  tilt  at  one  another  with  their 
long  lances,  and  fire  off  their  long  guns.  Now  and  then  one  of  them 
would  detach  himself  from  the  rest  and  really  seem  to  fly  up  the 
steep  mountain  side,  his  horse  clambering  over  the  rocks,  and  all  the 
others  rushing  after  him  in  hot  pursuit  shouting  and  shrieking  at 
the  top  of  their  voices. 

We  were  passing  or  travelling  with  this  procession  the  whole 
afternoon.  By  a  curious  coincidence,  when  we  arrived  at  Kefr 
Kenna,  the  ancient  Gana  of  Galilee,  where  our  Lord  performed  his 
first  miracle  at  a  bridal  feast,  there  stood,  just  as  they  might  have 
stood  in  those  distant  days,  a  vast  and  expectant  crowd,  and  the  bride- 
groom anxiously  waiting  at  the  door  of  his  house  to  receive  the  bride. 

Kefr  Kenna  is  an  old  village  on  the  side  of  a  hill  not  far  from 
Nazareth,  surrounded  by  fertile  fields  and  orchards,  all  hedged  in  by 
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prickly  pears.  Some  of  the  oldest-olive  trees  in  the  world  grow  just 
here.  I  never  saw  such  decrepid  gDarled  old  trunks  as  had  some  of 
them.  You  can  still  see  the  house  where  the  miracle  was  performed, 
and  even,  they  say,  the  six  water-pots  of  stone,  but  we  did  not  pause 
to  look  at  them,  nor  yet  at  the  tomb  of  the  Prophet  Jonah,  which 
is  on  the  opposite  hill. 

The  rain  was  coming  down  in  torrents,  but  it  proved  to  be  only  a 
shower,  and  cleared  before  we  had  finishai  climbing  the  hill  above 
Nazareth,  enabling  us  to  enjoy  the  justly  celebrated  view  of  moun- 
tain, plain,  and  sea,  from  its  simmiit. 

On  our  arrival  we  found  that  a  party  of  French  travellers  had 
taken  possession  of  our  intended  camping  groimd,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, our  tents  had  not  yet  been  pitched.  This  was  unfortunate 
for  me,  as  I  had  to  wait  in  the  damp  for  nearly  an  hour,  tired  and  ill 
as  I  felt.  It  poured  with  rain  all  night,  and  though  our  tents  had 
not  leaked  so  far,  still  everything  bec^ime  damp  and  wet.  I  am  feist 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  this  sort  of  life  requires  fine  weather, 
robust  health,  and  a  prettier  line  of  country  than  we  have  passed 
through.  Under  the  conditions  named  I  could  imagine  it  to  be  de- 
lightfiil.  As  it  is,  one  never  has  a  moment's  rest  firom  the  time  one 
is  called  in  the  morning  until  one  tumbles  into  bed  more  dead  than 
alive  at  night.  The  days  have  generally  been  spent  thus : — We  are 
called  at  half-past  five,  have  a  cup  of  coffee,  and  afW  dressing  and  pack- 
ing, break&st  (with  three  hot  dishes)  is  served  outside  at  half-past 
seven.  Then  we  sit  on  the  ground,  and  write  or  read  in  an  uncom- 
fortable sort  of  fashion  while  the  tents  are  taken  down  and  the  mules 
loaded.  When  Karam  has  seen  all  this  properly  done,  we  start,  and  ride 
for  four  or  five  hours  until  lunch,  which  is  always  a  hurried  meal,  as 
the  halt  is  generally  made  near  some  object  of  interest.  Three  or  four 
more  hours'  riding,  perhaps,  brings  us  to  our  camping  ground  for  the 
night.  If  the  weather  and  the  roads  have  been  good,  we  are  lucl^ 
enough  to  find  the  tents  pitched  and  ready  for  us ;  if  not,  we  sit  on 
the  ground  and  watch  the  process.  In  an  hour  or  so  comes  dinner, 
after  which  we  are  all  glad  to  go  to  bed  as  soon  as  possible.  Our 
cook  has  proved  himself  an  excellent  oHiste,  and  has  provided  upwards 
of  seventy  various  dishes,  all  excellent  of  their  kind.  He  deserves  the 
more  credit  for  this,  since  his  fireplace  is  simply  a  perforated  half  cylinder 
about  four  feet  high  and  one  foot  broad.  It  has  been  supported  on  four 
legs,  but  some  of  these  have  come  off  by  rough  usage,  and  it  is  now 
propped  up  in  a  makeshift  fsishion.  His  principal  materials  have  been 
skinny  fowls,  tough  mutton,  eggs,  and  goat's-milk,  besides  the  potted 
meats,  vegetables,  and  sauces  with  which  Earam  has  plentifully  pro- 
vided him. 

Sunday y  Novemher  21. — It  has  poured  with  rain  aU  night  and 
day.  As  I  spent  all  the  time  in  my  bed,  I  have  not  much  to  write 
about,  unless  I  dilate  on  the  miseries  of  being  ill  in  a  tent.  It  is 
especially  wretched  on  a  wet  day,  when  the  roof  is  saturated  and  the 
walls  running  down  with  water,  when  the  carpet  is  a  mass  of  mud, 
and  clothes,  counterpane,  and,  in  fact,  everything  is  wringing  wet^ 
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when  you  are  obliged  to  hold  an  umbrella  over  your  head  and  to  have 
your  bed  covered  by  a  mackintosh.  Then  swarms  of  black  beetles  of 
various  dimensions,  snails^  slugs,  wood-lice,  earwigs,  occasionally  a 
scorpion,  infest  the  tent  to  obtain  shelter  from  the  deluge  outside. 
These  ku'ger  creatures  are  in  addition,  remember,  to  the  mosquitoes 
and  fleas,  which  we  seem  to  carry  about  with  us  everywhere.  Some- 
times, when  I  have  not  been  too  imwell  to  be  indifferent  to  every- 
thing, I  have  thought  what  a  positive  pleasure  it  must  be  to  be  ill  in 
a  nice  house  with  everything  clean  and  comfortable  around  you.  At 
the  best  of  times  camp  beds  are  not  too  luxurious,  and  it  is  a  con- 
stant wonder  to  me  why  it  should  be  necessary  to  have  the  bedclothes 
always  several  sizes  too  small  for  them.  Badly  off  as  I  was,  however, 
I  really  think  I  had  the  best  of  it,  even  in  my  damp  bed  and  racked 
with  fever,  for  the  others  looked  wretchedly  cold  and  miserable.  But 
they  took  the  greatest  care  of  me,  and  the  quinine  and  strong  soup 
which  they  gave  me  every  alternate  hour  made  me  feel  much  better 
towards  evening. 

Akurah,  the  dog,  so  named  after  the  village  from  which  he  came, 
and  who  has  followed  us  faithfully  ever  since,  spent  most  of  this  wet 
day  with  us,  and  we  have  really  grown  so  fond  of  him  that  we  think 
of  taking  him  back  to  England  with  us.  He  is  a  wonderftdly  clever 
watch-dog,  affectionate  to  us,  and  just  civil  to  the  servants.  He  has 
made  it  his  business  to  ascertain  who  are  the  authorised  passers-by, 
and  even  recognises  the  right  of  way  of  the  water-carrier's  casks, 
assistants,  and  guards  who  are  appointed  at  each  village.  These  he 
permits  to  pass,  but  woe  betide  anyone  else  who  ventures  within  an 
imaginary  circle  he  has  drawn  round  the  tents  the  moment  the  camp 
is  formed.  No  strange  foot  must  intrude  there.  If  they  do  not  heed 
a  low  warning  growl,  Akurah  is  on  his  legs  in  a  minute,  and  the 
visitor  flying  before  him. 

Nazareth  is  chiefly  interesting  from  its  associations — from  the  fact 
that  here  our  Lord  spent  twenty-seven  years  of  His  life  on  earth, 
like  all  t^ese  Eastern  villages,  it  looks  sufficiently  clean  and  agree- 
able from  a  little  distance;  but  turns  out  to  be  less  attractive 
when  you  find  yourself  within,  the  walls.  It  is  built  on  the  side 
of  a  hiU,  and  is  surrounded  with  gardens  and  orchards  fenced  in 
by  hedges  of  prickly  pear.  It  is  the  head-quarters  of  many  mis- 
sionaries, who  work  very  hard  among  the  people ;  and  it  was  most 
interesting  to  see  all  the  Christian  Arabs  riding  into  the  town,  early 
this  morning,  dressed  in  their  best  clothes,  but  well  armed,  to  attend 
the  Church  services  in  Arabic.  Tom  wanted  very  much  to  go  to  the 
evening  service  at  7*30,  but  there  was  such  a  downpour  of  rain  he 
oonld  not  manage  it.  However,  next  day  he  called  on  the  mis- 
sionary, and  heard  many  interesting  details  of  his  labours  and  the 
condition  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Baron  de  Saulcy,  the  great  Oriental  traveller,  has  been  encamped 
dose  to  us  all  this  drenching  day.  He  seems  to  have  a  large  party 
with  him,  to  judge  from  the  size  of  his  camp. 

Annie  Bbasset. 

Digitized  by  Google 


534 


[October 


Afghanistan  :  its  Races  and  Rulers. 

rB  majority  of  Englishmen  seem  to  look  upon  Afghanistan  as  a 
homogeneous  state,  peopled  entirely  by  Afghans,  and  in  their 
normal  condition  imder  the  rule  of  one  native  sovereign.  Hardly 
anything  could  be  further  from  the  truth.  A%hanistan  is  merely 
a  geographical  expression  like  Turkey.  It  contains  some  districts 
almost  entirely  Afghan  ;  many  in  which  the  Afghans  form  part  of  a 
mixed  population,  like  the  Tiurks  or  Greeks  in  Bulgaria  or  Roumelia ; 
others  in  which  the  Afghan  ruler  and  his  soldiery  rule  by  force  an 
alien  race,  and  also  Large  tracts  into  which  Afghans  have  never 
penetrated,  and  in  which  their  language  is  utterly  unknown.  A  short 
account  of  some  of  the  races  which  occupy  the  limd  will  perhaps  best 
explain  the  true  state  of  the  case.  About  three-fourths  of  tiie 
districts  which  are  principally  inhabited  by  Afghans,  and  which  may 
therefore  be  called  Afghanistan,  seem  to  lie  within  the  tract  to  which 
we  now  give  this  name,  the  remainder  being  in  British  territory 
or  independent  Yusufzai  and  Swat ;  but  in  many  of  these  a  laige 
minority  of  the  inhabitants  are  non- Afghans ;  and  there  are  also 
within  the  boundary  important  provinces  in  which  the  latter  pre- 
ponderate, and  extensive  districts  which  have  hitherto  resisted  the 
inroads  of  the  Afghans,  and  maintained  their  ancient  independence. 
The  numbers  which  we  shall  give  below  are  of  course  only  approxi- 
mate guesses,  but  they  are  taken  from  the  best  available  sources,  and 
may  suffice  for  our  purpose. 

The  total  number  of  inhabitants  (excluding  the  territories  now 
made  over  to  our  Government)  may  be  taken  as  four  millions,  and  of 
these  perhaps  one  and  three-quarter  millions  are  Afghans,  half  a 
million  or  so  of  these  even,  however,  being  deadly  enemies  of  the 
Kabul  government,  and  prompt  in  defending  themselves 'against  its 
regiments  and  its  officials  whenever  not  confronted  by  superior 
forces.  Among  the  principal  Afghan  clans,  such  as  the  Ghilzais  and 
the  Momunds,  there  is  little  liking  for  the  Durrani  Amirs,  as  has 
been  plainly  shown  during  the  recent  campaign,  though  it  would  be 
rash  for  us  to  reckon  much  upon  their  alliance  in  any  complications  ; 
they  would  probably  assist  us  just  as  long  as  it  might  serve  their 
purpose  to  do  so,  and  no  longer ;  and  it  is  of  course  possible  that  if 
we  were  in  difficulties  they  might  do  as  much  for  their  own  oountiy- 
men,  but  more  likely  that  from  fear  of  future  vengeance  they  would 
abstain  from  openly  taking  part  against  us  under  any  circumstanoeB. 
Anything  like  soUdaritS  among  the  Afghan  clans  is  impossible,  and 
the  idea  of  finding  any  Afghan  chief  to  whom  all  the  clans  would 
willingly  submit  is  out  of  the  question ;  the  most  we  can  expect  is  to 
choose  a  man  of  good  repute  among  them,  who  will  have  the  cordial 
support  of  his  own  clan,  and  to  whom,  for  the  sake  of  quiet,  the  other 
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tribes  will  consent  to  yield  a  nominal  allegiance,  this  being,  in  the 
case  of  powerful  trib^,  often  only  given  in  return  for  a  subsidy  of 
money  frota  the  so-called^sovereign ;  whether,  however,  it  is  advisable 
to  fight  and  scheme  in  order  to  set  up  such  a  ruler  is  a  question  to 
which  we  shall  revert,  and  which  ne^  not,  therefore,  be  considered 
here. 

From  the  numbers  given  above  it  will  be  also  observed  that  even 
if  all  the  Afghans  in  Afghanistan  should  imite,  they  will  still  be  out- 
nmnbered  by  the  non-A%hans;  but  it  must  not  be  inferred  that 
there  is  any  chance  of  the  latter  depriving  the  Afghans  of  their 
supremacy.  These  are  in  a  similar  position  to  the  Turks  in  the 
Ottoman  empire,  and  are,  like  them,  generally  armed  and  trained 
for  war ;  the  non- Afghans,  on  the  other  hand,  are  generally  traders 
and  agriculturists,  and,  with  one  important  exception,  are  not  found 
in  the  higher  ranks  of  the  army.  The  relative  positions  of  the 
different  non-Afghan  races  will  perhaps  be  better  imderstood  from  a 
brief  description  of  them ;  but  on  many  interesting  and  important 
points  our  information  is  at  present  very  imperfect,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  advantage  will  be  taken  at  once  of  our  increased  facilities 
for  examining  the  remoter  districts  and  their  inhabitants. 

To  take  them,  then,  in  the  order  of  their  relative  importance, 
ire  have,  first,  the  Kyzilbashes,  descendants,  it  is  said,  of  military 
colonists  left  by  Nadir  Shah  when  he  overran  the  country.  They 
are  modem  Persians,  of  mixed  Persian  and  Turkish  descent,  in 
number  about  1 50,000,  but  from  their  courage,  wealth,  and  enter- 
prise of  far  more  consequence  than  a  much  larger  nmnber  of  any 
other  race  in  the  country.    The  Kabul  government  (the  so-called 
national  rule,  in  opposition  to  which  many  English  writers  look  upon 
us  as  unwarrantable  intruders),  though  sometimes  oppressing  them 
by  help  of  the  Afghans,  has  generally  been  glad  to  court  their  sup- 
port, and  they  occupy  a  large  and  wealthy  quarter  of  the  dty  of 
KabuL    The  principal  merchants,  if  not  Hindus,  come  from  their 
ranks;  many  of  them  fill  important  posts  in  the  civil  administra- 
tion of  the  country,  and  they  formed  the  bulk  of  the  Amir's  artillery 
and  cavalry.    It  is  possible  that  in  course  of  time  their  superior 
intelligence  and  civilisation  might  acquire  for  them  the  leadership 
in  place  of  the  A%hans — at  all  events  in  the  towns.    The  Kyzil- 
^Jashes  are  found  in  the  British  service,  especially  in  the  Guides, 
where  they  form  a  splendid  troop  of  horsemen,  and  in  our  Bengal 
cavalry  regiments  many  of  our  best  native  officers  are  fiumished 
by  them,  and  in  every  rank  they  are  unsurpassed  in  all  soldierly 
qualities;  they  are  bold  and  skilful  horsemen,  intelligent,  orderly, 
and  anaenable  to  discipline.    Had  they  possession  of  the  citadel 
of  Kabul  it  is  quite  possible  that  they  might  control  the  govern- 
ment; and  it  was  once  proposed  to  build  a  suburb  for  them  in  such 
a  position  that  the  fortress  could  no  longer  bombard  their  houses 
as  it  can  at  present.  They  might  become  such  valuable  allies  to  us  in 
case  of  future  complications,  that  it  would  be  folly  not  to  conciliate 
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them.  There  is  a  strong  religious  antipathy  between  them,  as  Shiahs, 
and  the  bulk  of  the  Afghans,  who  are  Sunni  Mahomedans,  and  dif- 
ference of  language  (modem  Persian  on  the  one  side  and  Pushtoo  on 
the  other)  is  another  important  distinction.  In  the  first  Afghan  war, 
when  the  Kabul  Brigade  was  sacrificed  in  a  disastrous  attempt  to 
retreat,  a  very  slight  exhibition  of  political  skill  would  have  secured 
the  support  of  the  Parsiwans  (Persian  speakers)  against  the  Afghans  ; 
but  unfortunately  oiu:  representatives  were  too  busy  intriguing  with 
one  faction  of  these  against  another,  to  think  of  so  apparently 
hazardous,  but  really  safe  and  prudent  a  course  of  action  as  it  would 
have  been,  to  break  with  them  all  and  enlist  their  natural  enemies  on 
our  side  against  them.  In  many  ways,  however,  they  showed  their  wil- 
lingness to  come  to  terms  with  us,  and  it  was  by  a  party  of  Kyzil- 
bash  horsemen,  under  Captain  Shakspeare,  that  Lady  Ssde  and  the 
other  captives  were  found  and  brought  safely  back  to  Kabul  in  the 
following  autumn. 

Allied  to  the  Kyzilbashes  in  language,  though  speaking  a  more 
archaic  form  of  it,  are  the  Tajiks,  supposed  to  represent  the  original 
Persian  inhabitants  of  the  land ;  they  are  said  to  nmnber  about  half 
a  million,  are  generally  industrious  agriculturists,  mechanics,  and 
traders,  and  furnish  a  considerable  number  of  fighting  men  for  the 
Kabul  Amir's  army ;  but  they  are  a  somewhat  downtrodden  race, 
deficient  in  energy,  and  not  likely  to  assert  their  independence  unless 
led  by  men  of  a  more  enterprising  race.  The  difierences  between 
Afghans  and  Tajiks  are  not  intensified  by  sectarian  animosity,  as 
both  belong  to  the  Sunni  persuasion,  but  difference  of  language  and, 
above  all,  of  habits  and  inclination,  form  an  insurmountable  obstacle 
to  any  real  imioh  between  them.  As  they  serve  in  the  Kabul  armies, 
which  have  firequently  encountered  with  success  Afghan  mountaineers 
of  various  clans,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  Russians  are  reported  to 
be  raising  regiments  of  Tajiks  in  Khokand,  it  would  seem  that  they 
are  by  no  means  devoid  of  military  instincts,  and  if  supplied  with 
leaders  by  their  co-linguists  and  natural  allies,  the  Kyzilbashes, 
there  seems  no  reason  why  they  should  not  take  the  place  to  which 
their  numbers  and  intelligence  entitle  them.  Passing  on  from  these 
civilised  races,  who  supply  most  of  the  bankers,  merchants,  mechanics, 
and  traders  of  the  country,  one  of  the  most  noticeable  features  of  the 
map  of  A%hanistan  is  the  large  tract  of  moimtain  spurs  and  valleys, 
known  as  Western  Hazara,  extending  from  the  Koh-i-6aba  above 
Kabul  to  Herat,  and  from  the  districts  of  the  Oxus,  on  the  north, 
nearly  to  the  lower  Helmand  and  Sistan  on  the  south. 

This  large  tract  has  always  been  almost  entirely  independent  of  the 
Amirs  of  Kabul,  Kandahar,  or  Herat,  and  no  Afghan  can  pass  through  i  t ; 
the  more  accessible  districts  only,  firom  fear  of  the  Kabul  armies,  pay  the 
ruler  tribute  ;  it  is  occupied  by  tribes  of  Tatar  origin,  called  Hazaras, 
and  towards  the  south-west  Aimaks,  about  400,000  in  number.  They 
are  chiefly  a  pastoral  people,  dwelling  in  secluded  villages  or  wander- 
ing over  the  hills,  bving  on  the  produce  of  their  flocks  and  herds,  and 
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retaining  in  many  places  their  ancient  customs  and  habits  unchanged 
sioce  they  came  from  the  high  lands  beyond  the  Oxus.  They  have  a 
poor  reputation  as  soldiers,  but  this  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by 
the  inferiority  of  their  arms  and  organisation ;  had  they  not  some 
good  fighting  qualities  they  could  hardly  for  so  long  a  time  have 
maintained  their  independence  against  the  Afghans,  for  they  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  settled  in  this  region  since  the  days  of  Chengiz 
Khan.  The  best  description  of  these  people  is  to  be  found  in  tiie 
'  Caravan  Journeys '  of  General  Ferrier,  who  mentions  that  in  some 
of  the  remote  valleys  they  still  keep  their  primitive  language  and 
religion,  but  the  majority  of  them  speak  Persian  and  profess  the 
Shiah  Mahomedan  faith.  Having  no  love  for  the  Kabul  govern- 
ment or  for  the  Afghans,  they  would  natxmdly  welcome  anyone  who 
should  conquer  these  and  restrain  them  from  harassing  the  Hazara 
frontiers  and  exacting  tribute.  To  a  ruler  at  Herat,  an  alliance  with 
the  Hazaras  would  give  the  command  of  Maimana,  Balkh,  and  the 
other  khanates  on  the  Oxus,  as  well  as  the  command  of  the  roads 
from  Herat  to  the  north.  Such  an  alliance  na  Afghan  is  likely  to 
obtain,  and  a  conquest  from  Kabul  by  the  help  of  English  rupees  and 
rifles  would  simply  mean  the  extermination  or  enslaving  of  the  Hazaras. 

Passing  on  to  Afghan  Turkestan,  which  comprises  the  districts 
between  tie  mountains  and  the  Oxus  from  the  Murghab  to  the 
Pamirs — that  is  to  say,  the  khanates  of  Maimana,  BaUih,  Khulm, 
Eunduz,  Badakhshan,  and  Wakhan — we  find  the  railing  race  to  be 
Ozbegs,  who  in  some  parts  form  the  bulk  of  the  population;  the 
A%han  rulers  being,  of  course,  supported  by  a  certain  number  of 
soldiers  of  their  own  race  and  by  mercenaries  of  all  races ;  in  Bada- 
khshan, Wakhan,  and  other  remote  places,  the  populace  are  still 
Tajik,  or  remnants  of  the  aboriginal  races,  and  theA%hans  have  only 
occasionally  appeared  as  invaders  and  plunderers ;  but  the  memory  of 
their  presence  is  generally  sufficient  to  enforce  the  payment  of  a  tribute 
to  Kabul.  The  Ozb^,  Tajiks,  and  other  inhabitants  of  this  country 
are  estimated  at  about  640,CXX) ;  the  Ozbegs  being  originally  intruders, 
who  crossed  the  Oxus  and  subdued  the  Tajiks,  to  be  themselves  con- 
quered in  turn  by  the  A%hans. 

Separated  firom  A%han  Turkestan  by  the  Hindu  Kush  are  a 
number  of  valleys,  mostiy  well  watered  and  fertile,  running  generally 
from  the  mountain  range  to  the  Kabul  river;  to  the  west,  near 
Kabul,  the  spurs  and  valleys  are  inhabited  by  the  Kohistanis,  or 
nxountaineers,  wild  tribes  of  perhaps  a  mixed  origin,  turbulent,  and 
treacherous,  nominally  subject  to  Kabul,  but  ever  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  a  weak  government.  Troublesome  as  they  have  been 
to  the  Amirs,  they  would  doubtless  be  no  less  so  to  any  other  rulers, 
and  cannot  be  considered  a  source  of  strength  to  any  party.  East  of 
these,  and  extending  to  the  snows  of  the  Hindu  Kush,  is  Kafiristan, 
inhabited  by  the  interesting  and  somewhat  mysterious  people  called  the 
Siah-posh  Kafirs  (black-clothed  unbelievers) ;  they  seem  to  be  one 
«f  the  earliest  offshoots  of  the  Aryan  race,  or,  more  correctly  speaking. 
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perhaps,  part  of  the  original  stock  itself,  who  have  remained  for  ages 
in  or  near  their  original  home.  The  Afghans  have  for  ages  carried 
on  against  them  a  war  of  predatory  incursions  in  order  to  carry  off 
their  boys  and  girls  for  the  Eabiil  slave  market,  and  many  of  tbe 
former  have,  from  their  fine  physique  and  superior  intelligence,  risen  to 
eminence  in  the  service  of  the  Amirs,  as  for  instance  the  late  General 
Feramorz  Khan,  who  conmianded  in  Kandahar,  while  the  girls,  with 
their  fair  faces  and  often  blue  eyes,  are  as  highly  valued  for  the  A%haii 
harems.  Few  Europeans  have  seen  any  of  this  curious  race,  but 
those  who  met  Feramorz  Khan  and  others  in  the  Afghan  service  were 
very  favourably  impressed  by  them.  About  haJf  a  dozen  were 
enlisted  some  years  ago  into  the  Guides  Corps,  but  did  not  remain 
long  when  the  officer  who  had  taken  a  special  interest  in  th^ 
welfare  went  to  England  on  leave.  They  themselves  claim  descent 
from  Alexander  the  Great,  and  it  is  of  course  possible  that  some  of 
the  Grseco-Bactrians,  when  driven  from  the  cities  in  the  valley  of  the 
Kabul  river,  may  have  sought  refuge  in  this  almost  inaccessible  r^on, 
and  have  been  absorbed  by  the  old  populations.  The  Kafirs  have  some 
distinctively  European  customs,  such  as  those  of  sitting  on  chairs 
instead  of  on  the  ground,  and  using  tables.  They  were  defeated  by 
Chengiz  Khan,  the  passage  of  whose  army  they  attempted  to  oppose, 
but  up  to  the  present  time  have  resisted  all  the  attempts  of  the 
Afghans  to  subdue  and  convert  them  to  Mahomedanism ;  though 
those  who  live  on  the  borders  have  had  to  submit,  and  are  called 
Nimchas,  which  may  be  taken  to  mean  half-Mahomedans ;  these 
Nimchas  act  as  go-betweens,  and  manage  what  trade  exists  between 
the  Kafirs  and  their  neighbours.  As  the  mountaineers  have  no 
weapons,  and  we  occasionally  supply  their  &natical  enemies  with 
rifles  and  ammunition,  it  is  not  likely  that  this  state  of  independence 
can  be  maintained  for  many  years  longer  unless  we  interfere  for  their 
protection.  Had  we  remain^  at  Jellalabad,  it  would  have  been  easy 
enough  to^do  this,  and  if  we  now  return  there  it  should  be  a  simple  mat- 
ter to  open  communications  from  the  new  frontier  which  we  shall  occupy. 
The  Kafirs  have  always  professed  a  liking  for  the  English  as  great  as 
their  hatred  of  the  Afghans,  and  it  would  indeed  be  suicidal  policy  to 
neglect  an  alliance  which  must  give  us  at  once  the  command  of  an 
important  section  of  the  Hindu  Kush.  In  numbers,  the  Kafirs,  with 
Nimchas  and  Chitralis,  are  thought  to  be  about  150,000,  and  if 
protected  and  encouraged,  they  would  probably  become  much  more 
numerous. 

To  the  east  of  Kafiristan  are  the  Kunar,  Bajour  and  Swat  hill- 
men,  apparently  not  of  Afghan  origin,  but  Afghan  in  language  and 
other  respects ;  like  their  neighbours,  the  Momunds,  they  take  little 
interest  in  Kabul  politics,  and  care  only  to  preserve  their  own  inde- 
pendence ;  and  east  and  south  of  these  again  are  the  Yusufisais,  one  of 
the  principal  Afghan  clans,  who  live  partly  in  a  state  of  independence 
and  partly  in  British  territory,  and  who  of  late  years  have  been  on  very 
good  terms  with  us.    From  Peshawur  to  the  Bolan  Pass  the  high 
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plateau  which  forms  the  Suleiman  range  is  inhabited  by  various 
A%han  tribes,  which  are  mostly  more  or  less  independent  of  the  Kabul 
government,  and  some  of  the  southern  districts  of  what  is  called 
A%hanistan  are  inhabited  by  Baluchis.  These  are  more  hardy  and 
daring,  but  generally  less  hostile  to  us,  and  perhaps  less  treacherous 
and  shifty  by  nature  than  Afghans. 

If  we  now  turn  to  the  west  we  shall  find  in  the  sandy  wastes  of 
Sistan  nomads  of  various  races  and  wild  freebooters  who  have  natu- 
rally succeeded  to  the  peaceful  Tajik  populations,  as  settled  govern- 
ment has  died  out  to  be  replaced  by  anarchy  or  misrule,  and  the  roads 
and  irrigation  works  of  an  older  civilisation  have  fallen  into  decay. 
North  of  Sistan  the  western  frontier  is  formed  by  the  important 
province  of  Herat.  The  population  here  may  be  taken  as  purely 
Persian,  the  rulers  and  part  of  the  garrison  of  Herat  only  being 
A%hans. 

It  is  hardly  necessaiy  to  describe  the  Afghans  themselves,  the  ruling 
race,  in  detail,  so  many  and  so  good  are  the  accounts  of  them 
that  correspondents  have  furnished  during  the  past  year ;  there  may 
be  between  one  and  a  half  and  two  millions  of  them  in  Afghanistan, 
speaking  for  the  most  part  their  peculiar  language,  Pushtoo,  and, 
with  some  important  exceptions,  of  the  Sunni  Mahomedan  fidth. 
They  are  divided  into  clans,  such  as  the  Afridi,  Momund,  Crhilzai, 
Abdali  or  Durrani,  &c.,  and  each  of  these  is  subdivided  into  many 
smaller  tribes ;  quarrels,  if  not  actual  warfare,  are  common  between 
these,  and  the  consequence  is  that  at  last  one  of  the  great  clans  may 
be  expected  to  side  with  anyone  who  attacks  the  others.  Thus  in  our 
late  war  we  have  had  the  powerful  and  warlike  Crhilzais,  and  also  the 
Momunds  and  others,  takuig  our  part  against  the  Durrani  Amir,  and 
the  Turis  and  others  of  the  Euram  Valley  welcomed  us  as  deliverers. 
The  Momunds,  Afridis,  and  many  smaller  clans,  have  never  paid 
tribute  to  Kabul  except  when  compelled  to  do  so  by  force  of  arms,  so 
that  the  rule  of  the  Amir  was  sure  to  crumble  away  as  soon  as  boldly 
attacked,  for  it  was  not  likely  that  his  army  of  mercenaries — Kyzil- 
bashes.  Tajiks,  and  others — ^would  stand  by  him  when  he  was  deserted 
by  most  of  his  own  countrymen. 

Having  thus  briefly  passed  in  review  the  various  elements  which 
go  to  maJce  up  the  heterogeneous  population  of  the  land  called 
Afghanistan,  it  will  be  seen  how  unfair  must  be  any  political  settle- 
ment which  takes  account  only  of  the  Afghan  portion  of  the  inha- 
bitants. We  may,  in  fact,  as  has  been  said  above,  compare  Afghan- 
istan to  the  Turkey  of  fifty  years  ago.  The  Afghans  would  represent 
the  Mahomedans,  some  of  them  being  the  staunchest  supporters  of 
government,  while  the  Afridis  and  Momunds,  like  the  Arabs  and 
Kurds,  are  rather  a  source  of  weakness  than  strength.  The  Kyzilbashes 
aDd  Tajiks  may  be  likened  to  the  Greeks  and  Armenians,  and  the  in- 
dependent Hazaras  and  Kafirs  to  the  Servians  and  Montenegrins. 
KcNcent  events  have  shown  with  a  terrible  certainty  how  slight  is  the 
bold  which  the  Amir  has  over  his  own  countrymen — ^how  Kttle  of  a 
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ruler  he  really  is,  even  supported  by  the  shadow  of  British  bayonets. 
It  remains  an  urgent  question  how  far  any  English  Govemment  is 
justified  in  upholding  a  tyranny  so  helpless  and  yet  so  fierce  as  that 
of  the  so-called  Kabul  government.  The  proposal  firom  a  Bussian 
source  that  the  country  should  be  divided  between  Bussia  and 
England,  is  of  course  out  of  the  question  ;  but  at  any  rate  it  shows 
that  the  real  difficulties  of  the  situation  are  more  fully  grasped 
elsewhere  than  by  our  own  politicians.  The  proposal  is  out  of 
the  question  because  by  such  a  partition  the  gain  would  all  be 
Bussia's  while  we  should  reap  aU  the  difficulties ;  the  fertile  IQianates 
by  the  Oxus  and  the  rich  province  of  Herat  would,  under  even  a 
fitirly  tolerable  government,  soon  become  large  granaries  supporting 
large  populations,  and  enabling  armies  to  be  massed  without  anxiety 
as  to  commimications  with  Europe  so  far  as  food  is  concerned,  and 
the  populations,  grateful  for  deliverance  firom  the  Afghan  yoke,  would 
probably  not  object  to  even  a  Bussian  administration  in  exchange. 
The  English  on  the  other  hand  would,  though  perhaps  secure  in 
Kandahar  and  G-irishk  on  the  south,  be  forced  to  maintain  armies 
among  the  fanatical  and  treacheroas  Afghan  tribes  about  the  Kabul 
Valley,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  Hazaras  we  should  everywhere  be 
looked  upon  as  the  champions  of  the  Afghans  and  the  enemies  of 
every  tribe  which  they  have  conquered,  or  tried  to  conquer,  in  Asia. 
Some  well-considered  scheme,  however,  for  dividing  the  country  may 
after  all  prove  the  more  beneficent  as  well  as  the  more  statesmanlike. 
Bussian  annexations  may  prove  to  be  better  than  British  guarantees, 
for  if  the  Bussians  trample  on  independence  and  crush  out  patriotism 
it  is  generally  to  introduce  their  own  settled  government  which, 
whatever  be  its  faults,  is  preferable  to  the  desolation  carried  by 
Kabul  regiments  into  the  hills  and  valleys  where  they  obtain  the 
mastery.  In  Europe  we  have  long  recognised  the  eqiial  claims  to 
justice  of  Italian  and  Hungarian,  Turk,  Greek,  and  Slav :  why  should 
we  in  Central  Asia  consider  only  the  Aighan?  It  can  hardly  be  said 
that  practical  difficulties  stand  in  the  way.  Were  the  Heratees  allowed 
to  choose  a  ruler  for  themselves  and  guaranteed  independence  of  both 
Kabul  and  Persia,  they  would  doubtless  welcome  gladly  British 
residents,  as  they  did  in  1840,  or  even  a  British  garrison  in  the 
citadel  of  Herat.  We  feel  bound  to  save  this  important  strategic 
point  from  the  untrustworthy  Persians,  but  what  right  have  we  to 
keep  it  boimd  hand  and  foot  under  Kabul,  knowing  as  we  do  the 
rapacity  and  cruelty  of  the  Afghan  rulers?  Security  for  life  and 
property  would  soon  double  the  population  and  reclaim  the  rich 
lands  which  have  become  desert.  Were  Herat  a  separate  state  under 
our  protection,  an  alliance  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Hazaras  would  give 
us  the  Paropamisus,  and  here  again  we  could  introduce  peace  on  the 
borders  in  place  of  continual  feuds  and  raids. 

The  advantages  of  friendship  and  intercourse  with  the  Kafirs  on 
the  east  has  been  adverted  to  already,  and  generally  it  may  be  said 
that  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  humanity,  as  well  as  soimd  policy,  to  pay 
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more  attention  to  the  populations  and  less  to  the  Amirs,  and  not  to 
set  up  and  maintain  in  Central  Asia  artificial  boundaries  and  arbitrary 
rulers  antagonistic  to  the  instincts  of  the  inhabitants. 

Through  the  ignorant  ambition  of  Lord  Lytton  and  the  impetuous 
self-confidence  of  Lord  Salisbury,  we  have  entered  on  a  new  and 
alarming  crisis  in  our  relations  with  Afghanistan — a  crisis  more  or 
less  apprehended  firom  the  first  by  all  intelligent  and  CEtr-seeing 
statesmen.    It  has  been  made  evident  beyond  any  possibility  of  doubt 
that  we  have  to  settle  not  only  with  the  so-called  Buler  of  Cabul, 
but  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  at  large.    *The  most 
momentous  war  we  have  ever  undertaken  in  the  East,'  so  far  firom 
being  '  concluded '  (even  Lord  Salisbury  must  blush  to  think  of  his 
words  a  few  weeks  ago),  seems  only  commencing  in  a  really  serious 
form.    One  thing  at  the  present  moment  alone  is  clear — that  our 
army  must  advance  to  Cabul,  and  British  authority  be  re-asserted. 
But  when  this  has  taken  place — ^what  then  ?    Our  difficulties  will 
then  only  have  begun,  as  well  urged  by  Lord  Hartington  in  his 
energetic  speech  at  Newcastle  the  other  day.    Let  us  hope  for  the 
true  honour  and  safety  of  the  British  Empire  in  the  East  as  well  as 
at  home,  that  its  destinies  will  ere  long  pass  into  more  sober,  com- 
petent, and  patriotic  hands. 

G.  T.  P. 


Digitized  by  Google 


542 


1  October 


Recent  Novels. 

r'  is  usual  to  begin  every  article  upon  novels  with  a  pleasantry 
which  is  something  between  a  laugh  and  a  sneer.    There  is  no 
critic  so  beardless  but  he  will  have  his  youthful  fling  at  this  branch 
of  literature.    Though  to  many  of  us  these  books  supply  our  mosti 
intimate  acquaintances — and  though  they  give  more  pleasure  to  lives 
of  the  duller  sort  than  perhaps  any  other  kind  of  production — though 
they  help  us  to  talk,  and  sometimes  to  feel — though  they  are  more 
generally  read  than  any  other  books,  and  fill  up  the  advertising  lists 
and  the  circulating  libraries  (which  it  would  be  safe  to  say  live  but 
by  them),  and  present  themselves  to  us  alike  in  clubs  and  in  drawing- 
rooms — yet  there  is  scarcely  one  among  us  who  can  discuss  them 
without  an  attempt  to  show  himself  superior  to  his  subject.  And 
we  are  constrained  to  admit  that,  though  the  fringe  is  grey  upon  our 
chin  and  our  experiences  are  many,  it  is  with  some  difficulty  that  we 
resist  the  instinct  of  our  order,  and  frown  down  the  incipient  smirk 
which  was  ready  to  light  up  our  elderly  countenance  when  we  first 
perceived  the  character  of  the  books  before  us.    But  we  conquer  the 
impulse.    We  will  say  nothing  about  the  ever-increasing  manufac- 
ture of  fiction ;  we  will  even  resist  the  facile  jest  so  dear  to  our 
brethren  of  the  newspapers,  about  the  preponderance  of  the  lady- 
novelist,  and  her  wonderful  exertions  in  this  branch  of  industry.  All 
these  remarks  have  been  made  so  often  that  the  reader's  memory  can 
supply  them  at  will.    He  will  know  all  that  it  is  usual  to  say  on  this 
and  other  preliminary  points;  and  we  trust  he  will  feel  a  certain 
gratitude  to  us  for  letting  him  off  the  prefatory  remarks  to  which  he  is 
so  well  accustomed.    It  is  a  more  pleasant  task  to  remind  him  of  the 
uses  of  these  books  which  are  so  cavalierly  talked  of,  but  so  universally 
present.  A  good  novel,  how  good  it  is  1  We  remember  across  a  waste 
of  years,  the  sensation  with  which,  coming  home  from  a  long  and 
fatiguing  day's  journey  through  the  wet  and  mud  and  cold,  we  found  on 
the  table  in  front  of  the  cheerful  fire,  in  the  clear  and  warm  and  soft 
and  genid  atmosphere,  *  Silas  Mamer,'  all  fragrant  with  imcut  leaves, 
fresh  from  the  press  1    We  are  aware  that  there  are  many  who  will 
consider  it  a  kind  of  profanity  to  speak  of  *  Silas  Mamer '  as  if  it  were 
a  mere  novel — but  does  anybody  suppose  that  the  delicate  climax  of 
repose  and  pleasure,  the  exquisite  heightening  of  rest  with  a  new 
excitement  which  that  book  brought,  could  be  conveyed  to  anyone 
by  the  lucubrations  of  Theophrastus  Such?   It  is  the  story  in  it 
which  gives  meaning  and  fitness  and  natural  force  to  the  human 
characters  evolved,  and  even  to  all  the  wisdom  and  lofty  sentiment  of 
which  the  book  is  fiill.    Creation  indeed  compels  narrative.  There 
is  no  setting  before  us  an  imaginary  man  or  woman — ^and  few  will 
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deny  that  some  of  the  dearest  friends  we  have  are  imaginary  men 
and  women — ^without  a  story  to  display  them.  The  smallest  fiction  is 
thus  in  nearer  relationship  to  the  highest  dramatic  creation  than  any 
other  kind  of  literary  effort.  And  though  there  are  never  many 
novels  of  the  class  of  'Silas  Mamer,'  there  is  a  very  considerable 
number  of  lessening  rank,  in  many  steps  and  gradations,  the  least 
worthy  of  which  may  still  give  zest  to  repose,  and  consolation  to 
weariness.  Though  Sir  Walter  has  fallen  out  of  repute  with  the 
witlings,  and  has  not  the  good  luck  to  please  the  golden  youth  of 
this  superior  generation,  what  breathings  of  gratitude  have  risen  to 
him  out  of  the  profoundest  heart  of  the  nation  for  the  fifty  years  or 
so  during  which  he  reigned  supreme ;  and  what  a  wonderful  gap  in 
our  literature,  what  an  impoverishment  of  our  memories,  what  a 
dismal  downfall  even  in  national  importance  would  come  to  us  could 
we  imagine  such  a  calamity  as  the  clean  sweep  out  of  the  world  of 
the  Waverley  Novels  I  how  many  laborious  libraries  would  we  con- 
sent to  part  with  rather  than  these  forty-odd  volumes — how  much 
philosophy  and  history,  how  many  of  the  learned  disquisitions  and 
scholarly  performances,  of  which  we  speak  with  so  much  more  respect 
than  is  appropriate  to  fiction  t  Nothing  else  to  which  that  period 
gave  birth,  except  its  poetry,  would  be  so  great  a  loss  to  us. 

We  may  admit,  however,  that  from  the  heights  of  the  honest 
and  wholesome  national  life  which  Sir  Walter  portrayed,  and  firom 
the  simple  and  manly  romance  which  wits  may  mock,  but  nature 
loves,  and  which  never  conveyed  an  evil  suggestion,  or  fell  below  the 
purest  code  of  virtue  and  honour,  we  have  dropped  to  very  small 
matters  in  these  later  days.  To  all  great  artists,  love  is  the  master- 
passion.  Very  few  are  they  who  have  it  in  their  heart,  or  their 
power,  to  ignore  its  universal  potency,  or  who  do  not  take  advantage 
of  the  agency  which  works  more  wonders  than  any  other  among 
men,  to  shape  their  fables  by ;  but  at  the  same  time,  love  in  the 
hands  of  a  great  artist  is  rarely  the  exclusive  interest,  the  sole  turning 
pomt  of  the  drama.  Even  in  that  most  perfect  of  love  tales,  the 
story  of  Eomeo  and  Juliet,  the  background  is  full  of  a  varied  and 
wonderful  life,  of  all  the  gradations  of  humanity,  old  and  young 
carrying  on  the  affairs  of  the  world  in  the  distance,  in  a  lowered  and 
subdued  tone  of  colour,  as  being  far  from  our  eye  and  not  immediately 
necessary  to  the  primary  interest,  but  yet  so  carrying  them  on,  that  a 
greater  atmosphere  of  being,  a  wider  imiverse  than  that  of  their  own 
passion,  is  kept  round  the  hapless  pair.  But  the  small  dabblers  in 
the  art  of  fiction  who  are  now  so  abundant,  are  perhaps  scarcely 
capable  of  appreciating,  and  are  certainly  quite  indisposed  to  obey, 
this  wholesome  rule  of  restraint.  They  are  aware  that  love  is  the 
chief  subject  of  fiction,  without  being  aware  that  fiction,  even  in 
treating  its  favourite  theme,  must,  if  it  is  to  keep  any  value  or  power, 
be  faithful  at  the  same  time  to  those  sober  realities  of  existence  which 
only  the  foolish  suppose  to  be  antagonistic  to  sentiment.  It  is  not  the 
natural  selection  of  the  one  subject  which  is  most  appropriate  to 
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romance  which  makes  fiction  unreal — for  this  subject  belongs  more  or 
less  to  every  life,  and  never  can  be  left  out  of  the  question ;  but  it  is 
the  exclusive  concentration  of  all  faculties  upon  this  one  theme,  so 
that,  if  the  novelist  were  to  be  trusted,  all  life  would  be  confined  to 
one  chapter,  and  a  man's  or  woman's  existence  gauged  by  his  or  her 
share  of  its  early  agitations  and  satisfieictibns.  This,  it  is  needless 
to  say,  is  about  as  fsdse  a  view  of  human  existence  as  would  be  that 
which  should  pluck  out  love  altogether  from  the  influences  that  sway 
it.  Especially  are  women  badly  used  by  this  superficial  and  unin- 
telligent art.  'Love  is  but  part  of  a  nian's  life,  but  it  is  all  a 
woman's,'  is  so  universal  a  sentiment  in  fiction,  that  it  might  be 
stereotyped  by  the  printers  as  absolutely  certain  to  recur  at  least 
once  or  twice  in  every  novel  of  second  or  third  rate  importance.  The 
masters  of  the  art  seldom  risk  such  a  sweeping  statement,  though  we 
think  we  have  met  with  it  even  in  the  larget  utterance  of  Mr. 
Trollope,  who  is  very  well  aware  thiit  ther^  li^re  a  gr^at  many  things 
in  the  world  besides  love.  We  suppo^  that  what  our  romancers 
really  mean  is,  that  while  the  little  drama  of  love  is  being  played,  as 
it  is  one  time  or  other  in  most  lives,  the  woman  is  more  absorbed  in 
it  and  occupied  by  it  than  the  man.  Even  this,  like  other  gene- 
ralisations, is  doubtful,  the  fact  being  that  individual  temperament 
has  an  infinite  deal  more  to  do  with  it  than  sex ;  but  according  to  this 
theory  a  woman's  life  ought  to  be  over,  l0t  us  say,  at  a  liberal  calcula- 
tion, about  thirty,  after  which  time  it  is  to  bc/^posed  that  she  is 
prepared  to  sit  down  in  passive  retirement  and  mourning,  and  brood 
over  the  existence  which  no  longer  contains  anything  worth  her 
attention.  This  is  not  £Eur  from  the  popular  view  of  the  case  in 
French  fiction.  We  remember  to  have  read  a  novel  in  that  polished 
tongue,  wherein  a  very  charming  woman  of  forty,  a  wife  ajid  mother, 
is  represented  as  wearing  always  a  pensive  depriecatory  look,  as  if 
begging  pardon  of  mankind  for  contintdng  to  exist  after  the  time  of 
roses,  the  time  of  lovemaking,  is  over.  Let  us  allow  in  passing  that 
this  view  of  womankind  is  one  largely  prevalent  in  the  world,  and 
maintained  by  many  most  orthodox  writers,  who  would  be  frightened 
into  moral  epilepsy  by  the  mere  name  of  a  French  novel,  but  to 
whom,  in  print  at  least,  there  seems  no  stage  of  development 
desirable  for  women  but  that  ingenuous  condition  in  which  they 
are  sweetly  receiving  impressions  from  superior  intelligences,  and 
never  grow  older  than  eighteen — a  still  more  contracted  possibility 
than  the  o]ther.  For  fiction  in  France  permits  thirty  at  the  lea5;t, 
since  fiction  in  France  requires  passion — which  is  happily  not  a  thing, 
any  more  than  private  judgment,  to  be  looked  for  from  an  vng&nue. 

It  is  this,  we  think,  more  than  anything  else,  which  gives  to  novel- 
reading  the  unwholesome  influence  with  which  it  is  credited.  For 
the  feeble  and  foolish  writers  who  thus  do  their  best  to  put  the  world 
out  of  balance  are  naturally  much  more  plentiful  than  those  to  whom 
genius,  or  the  better-comprehended  necessities  of  a  liberal  art,  make 
the  use  of  larger  material  apparent.    Fortunately,  the  novels  now 
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before  us  are  chiiefly  of  a  robuster  character.    Love  is  by  no  means 
lord  of  all  in  the  ideal  world — of  a  smoky  and  limited,  but  by  no 
means  iminteresting  description — ^to  which  Mrs.  Burnett  leads  us.* 
This  lady  is  already  fovourably  known  by  at  least  one  book,  in  which, 
with  a  little  too  much  of  Lancashire  dialect,  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  rough  Lancashire  life  of  a  fresh  and  novel  kind,  for  which  the 
public  were  grateful.    The  scene  of  *  Haworth's '  is  laid  in  the  same 
vigorous  and  characteristic,  if  not  very  lovely  or  gracious,  locality, 
and  there  is  decidedly,  to  our  thinking,  too  much  of  the  peculiar 
form  of  English  which  belongs  to  the  county,  and  of  which  the 
natives  are  somewhat  proud.    It  is  diflBcult — ^not  to  understand — but 
to  follow  over  a  page,  with  its  many  solitary  vowels.    No  doubt, 
'  Drawed  up  i'  a  heap  nigh  th'  door '  is  more  like  the  way  in  which  a 
Lancashire  artisan  would  say  the  words  than  if  the  ^  i' '  was  made  into 
'in,'  and  the  *th"  soberly  composed  into  *the;'  but  the  helpless 
commas  sprawling  upside  down,  and  the  improtected  little  letter  all 
by  itself  in  the  line,  are  monotonous  and  troublesome  to  the  reader ; 
and,  after  all,  there  is  no  idiomatic  or  other  essential  difference 
between  'in  a  heap  nigh  the  door,'  and  the  other  phrase  printed 
above.    In  such  cases,  while  we  would  cherish  every  characteristic 
turn  of  a  sentence  and  every  original  word,  we  think  we  should  prefer 
to  dispense  with  the  apostrophe  and  retain  the  consonant.  This, 
however,  is  a  secondary  matter.    Haworth's  is  a  great  foimdry  in  a 
Lancashire  town,  and  we  are  introduced  to  it  on  the  twentieth  anni- 
veisaiy  of  the  day  on  which  its  master  was  picked  up,  a  poor  boy, 
dying  of  starvation  in  the  snow,  and  saved  by  the  warmth  of  one  of 
the  furnaces  by  which  he  was  placed  in  the  great  works  now  his  own. 
He  has  but  just  become  the  master  when  the  story  opens,  and  he  is 
the  chief  character  in  the  book,  though  he  is  not  the  hero  in  the 
conventional  meaning  of  the  word.    The  preux  chevalier,  the  naan 
who  conquers  every  difficulty,  is  a  certain  young  Murdoch,  an  inven- 
tor and  the  son  of  an  inventor,  who  gains  everybody's  favour — but 
Haworth  is  the  personage  on  whom  the  author  has  bestowed  most 
pains.    He  has  vowed  to  himself  when  a  starving  boy  that  he  will  be 
master  of  the  works  where  he  finds  shelter,  and  that  he  will  give 
a  five-pound  note  when  the  moment  of  triumph  comes  to  every  naan 
who  was  in  the  foundry  at  the  time  he  was  taken  in  there.  When 
Jhis  great  day  arrives,  and  he  has  found  his  way  to  the  object  of  his 
ambition,  there  flits  across  the  path  of  the  rough,  imperious  artisan- 
autocrat  the  faded  figure  of  an  old  man  who  has  been  for  thirty  years 
working  at  a  machine  he  has  invented,  without  ever  bringing  it 
to  completion,  but  who,  worn  and  old  and  poor,  labours  on  still  at 
this  child  of  his  fancy.  The  contrast  is  striking,  and  it  impresses  the 
SQCcessfiil  workman  who  has  gained  his  prize  so  much  more  easily. 
And  when  the  old  man  dies  of  despair  to  find  the  work  of  his  life  a 
failure,  Haworth  interests  himself  warmly  in  the  fate  of  the  poor 
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inventor's  son,  a  silent  and  self-absorbed  youth,  American  by  birth^ 
but  betraying  neither  in  speech  nor  character  any  indications  of  his 
birthplace.    In  fact,  young  Murdoch  belongs  to  a  class  much  more 
easily  recognisable  than  any  national  type  :  he  is  of  the  well-known 
brand  of  the  hero.    Haworth,  however,  is  an  attempt  at  a  more 
noticeable  being.    The  impassioned  brutality  which  is  full  of  gleams 
of  higher  feeling,  perceptions  of  honour  and  justice,  and  impulses 
of  generosity,  but  which  will  not  brook  rivalry  or  fiedlure,  is  very 
effectively  indicated.    Much  more  might  have  been  made  of  so 
pregnant  a  suggestion  ;  but  yet  Mrs.  Burnett  has  done  a  great  deal  in. 
setting  before  us  the  rude  'Mester'  of  the  great  works,  no  whit 
superior,  except  in  will  and  overbearing  force  of  character  and 
determined  resolution,  to  the  men  whom  he  sways  with  familiar  yet 
absolute  despotism,  such  as  no  gentleman-employer  could  venture  on. 
Jem  Haworth,  as  he  calls  himself,  and  as  they  aU  call  him,  treats  the 
men  with  whom  he  has  worked,  and  who  have  witnessed  his  upward 
struggle  out  of  their  own  ranks,  as  if  they  were  his  goods  and 
chattels.    He  knows  them  through  and  through,  being  one  of  them, 
and  his  entire  contempt  for  them  is  mingled  with  a  certain  brotherli- 
ness  which  apparently  takes  the  offence  out  of  it.   lake  them  he  has 
his  *  sprees' — ^wild  orgies  which  the  author  herself  does  not,  it  is 
evident,  in  the  least  understand,  and  which  she  speaks  of  with  bated 
breath,  with  a  horror  which  the  reader  is  too  little  informed  to  share. 
But  *  I'll  have  no  spreeing  here  among  you  chaps,'  he  says :  *  Spree 
as  much  as  you  like  when  th'  work's  done,  but  you  don't  spree  in  my 
time.'    This  rough,  imperious,  sensual  ruffian,  who  is  the  best  of  sons 
to  a  homely  old  peasant  mother,  and  a  just  master,  and  by  no  means 
an  unfaithful  friend  so  long  as  his  path  is  not  crossed,  is  suddenly,  in 
a  moment,  subdued  by  a  passion  almost  as  brutal  as  himself,  yet  full, 
like  himself,  of  higher  elements.    Upon  this  passion  and  its  results 
we  need  not  touch,  though  it  is  managed  with  some  power.  Haworth^s 
action,  however,  in  fetce  of  a  strike,  is  an  original  way  of  dealing* 
with  an  incident  which  is  now  common  enough — boiJi  in  reality 
and  fiction.    So  far  as  we  can  recollect  in  the  cases  in  which  it 
occurs  in  novels,  it  is  as  often  as  not  some  angelic  master^s  daughter^ 
or  other  dauntless  young  woman,  who  meets  and  quells  the  rabble. 
Here,  however,  the  force  employed  is  more  legitimate,  though  the 
conclusion  of  the  episode  is  surely  much  too  melodramatic  for  Lan- 
cashire.   Haworth  has  just  found  his  wavering  workmen  already 
agitated  by  the  rising  excitement  of  the  strike,  and  has  asked  them, 
*  How  many  on  you's  going  to  follow  ? ' 

*  I'm  not  one  of  the  model  soart,'  he  called  out.  '  I've  not  set  up  soup, 
kitchens  nor  given  you  flannel  petticoats.  IVe  looked  sharp  after  you,  and 
I  should  have  been  a  fool  if  I  hadn't.  I've  let  you  alone  out  of  work- 
hoiu«,  and  IVe  not  grudged  you  your  sprees  when  they  didn't  stand  in  my 
way.  I've  done  the  square  thing  by  you,  and  I've  done  it  by  myself.  Th' 
places  I've  built  let  no  water  in,  and  I  let  'em  to  you  as  easy  as  I  could 
and  make  no  loss.    I  didn't  build  them  for  benevolent  purposes,  but  Fvo 
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not  heard  one  of  you  chaps  complain  of  'em  yet.  I've  given  you  your  due 
and  stood  by  you,  and  I'll  do  it  again,  by  ^ 

There  was  a  ^ence,  a  significant  breathless  one.  '  Have  I  done  it/  he 
said,  *  or  haven't  1 1  * 

Suddenly  the  silence  was  broken.  '  Ay/  there  was  a  shout,  '  Ay, 
lad,  yo'  ha.' 

^Them,'  he  shouted,  'them  as  Jem  Ha  worth  has  stood  by,  let  'em 
stand  by  Jem  Haworth  I ' 

And  he  struck  his  big  fist  upon  his  open  palm  with  a  fierce  blow,  and 
stood  there  before  them  breathing  hard.  He  had  the  best  metal  on  his  side 
somRhow,  and  the  beet  metal  carried  the  day.  .  .  . 

'But  what  about  th'  Union )'  said  a  timorous  voice  in  the  rear. 
'Uierell  be  trouble  with  th'  Union  as  sure  as  we  stand,  Mester.' 

Haworth  made  a  movement  none  of  them  understood.  He  put  his 
hand  behind  him,  and  drew  fix)m  his  pocket  an  object  which  caused  every 
man  of  them  to  give  a  little  start  and  gasp.  They  were  used  to  simple  and 
always  convenient  modes  of  defence.  The  little  object  he  produced  would 
not  have  startled  an  American,  but  it  startled  a  Lancashire  audience.  It 
was  of  flhining  steel  and  rosewood,  and  its  bright  barrels  glittered  signifi- 
cantly. He  held  it  out  and  patted  it  lightly,  with  a  terrible  lightness. 
'That's  for  the  Union,  lads,'  he  said.  '  And  more  like  it.'  A  few  of  the 
hlaek  sheep  moved  restlessly  and  with  manifest  tremor.  This  was  a  new 
suspect  of  afi&irs.  One  of  them  suddenly  cried  out  with  much  feebleness  : 
*Th— three  cheers  for  Haworth ! ' 

'  Let  the  chaps  as  are  on  the  other  side  go  to  their  lot  now,'  said  Haworth. 
No  (me  moved. 

i  The  scene  ends  with  frantic  acclamations  in  Haworth's  favour, 
and  an  intimation  from  him  that  next  day  '  there  will  be  papers 
posted  up  writ  with  Jem  Haworth's  hand,  and  signed  with  his  name.' 
These  papers  nm  as  follows : — 

Haworth's  lads  will  stand  by  him.  The  chaps  that  have  aught  to  say 
^igunst  this,  let  them  remember  that  to  every  man  there's  six  barrels  well- 
waded,  and  to  Jim  Haworth  twelve. 

We  cannot  help  asking  what  the  law  would  have  said  to  this 
heroic  expedient,  and  whether  the  trades  miions  would  have  accepted 
it  quietly  and  with  alarmed  humility,  as  they  seem  to  have  done. 
Unless  the  author  goes  upon  fact,  which  is  the  only  thing  which  is 
permitted  to  defy  probability,  she  makes  here  much  too  great  a 
claim  upon  the  fjEdth  of  the  reader.  Even  in  America  we  doubt 
whether  such  a  direct  appeal  to  the  argument  of  fire-arms  would  be 
possible,  for,  so  fiar  as  we  are  informed,  revolvers  do  not  flourish  in 
^e  neighbourhood  of  great  industries  any  more  on  the  one  side 

the  Atlantic  than  the  other.  Bowie  knives  and  pistols,  however 
^swerable  in  discussion,  are  incompatible  with  trade. 

The  revolver  is  very  much  more  out  of  accord  with  the  character 
of  the  arrogant  and  overbearing  workman-master  than  is  the  scheme 
to  avenge  Wmself  on  Murdoch,  who  is,  he  thinks,  his  successful  rival 
^  the  aifections  of  the  siren  Eachel  Ffrench,  by  stirring  up  the 
'hands'  to  destroy  his  machine.  The  unscrupulousness  of  the  rude, 
iQipulsive  nature,  bent  both  for  good  and  ill  upon  its  own  ends, 
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incapable  of  defeat,  and  indifferent  to  the  character  of  the  means  it 
adopts,  may  be  permitted  to  stoop  to  the  meanness  of  revenge,  as  to 
many  other  equivocal  methods  of  pushing  its  way  in  the  earlier  stage, 
without  disgusting  or  revolting  us,  as  a  higher  type  of  man  would 
do;  and  Mrs.  Burnett  has  seized  the  true  spirit  of  this  powerful 
elementary  development  of  human  nature,  by  making  him  interpose  at 
once  to  save  his  rival  at  the  expense  of  his  own  tools,  as  soon  as  he 
has  satisfied  himself  that  the  rival  is  no  more  happy  than  himself — 
his  hostility  being  no  sentimental  hatred,  but  only  a  firm  determina- 
tion to  let  no  one  stand  in  his  way.  How  Haworth  is  scorned  by 
the  siren,  and  ruined  by  her  father,  but  saved  from  destruction  by 
the  same  means  which  has  made  a  spring  of  sweetness  in  his  life 
throughout,  his  humble  and  simple  mother,  we  advise  the  reader  to 
see  for  himself.  The  picture  is  not  a  perfect  one,  but  yet  there  is 
genuine  power  and  pathos  in  it. 

Murdoch,  the  more  virtuous  hero,  has  also  an  impassioned  love 
story,  fiill  of  encouragement  never  accorded  to  his  rival,  but  ending 
in  yet  bitterer  and  more  complete  disappointment ;  but  neither  he 
nor  the  lady  are  attractive.  The  background,  however,  of  the  work- 
men and  their  families,  the  talk  of  both  men  and  women,  the 
confused  garrulity  of  the  public-house  conferences,  and  the  incisive 
comments  of  the  wives,  are  often  very  amusing,  and  have  a  wonderful 
air  of  truth.  The  Briarley  family,  of  which  we  hear  most,  is  pure 
Lancashire.  Janey,  the  little  elder  sister  of  twelve,  struggling  about 
the  world  in  her  mother's  big  shawl,  nursing  all  the  babies,  fishing 
her  father  out  of  the  public-house,  with  her  precocious  knowledge 
of  all  the  troubles  of  life  and  mature  sense  and  philosophy,  is  an 
admirable  study.  We  are  a  little  puzzled  to  understand  how  a  young 
man  of  Murdoch's  aspiring  kind  could  have  come  to  be  on  terms  of  such 
intimate  and  equal  firiehdship  with  this  quaint  little  personage— 
for  their  alliance  is  quite  serious,  not  humorous,  like  Mr.  Dick 
Swiveller's  comradeship  with  the  Marchioness;  but  Janey  is  de- 
lightful, racy  of  the  soil,  and  thoughtful,  as  only  a  child  of  such 
experiences  can  be.  Here  is  her  own  statement  of  some  of  the  dif- 
ficulties which  surround  her,  made  when  she  is  discovered — ^to  use 
a  theatrical  phrase — resting  fi'om  the  Saturday  cleaning,  with  a  pious 
book  from  the  Sunday  School  library  in  her  hands,  and  her  person 
enveloped  in  an  apron  too  big  for  her. 

*  WeVe  bin  bavin'  trouble  lately,'  she  said.  *  Eh  !  but  I've  seed  a  lot  o* 
trouble  i'  my  day.' 

*  What  is  the  trouble  now  1 '  Murdoch  asked. 

*  Feyther.  It's  alius  him.  He 's  gotten  in  wi'  a  bad  lot,  an'  he 's  drink- 
ing again.  Seems  loike  neyther  mother  nor  me  can  keep  him  straight,  for 
aw  we  told  him  Haworth  11  turn  him  off.  Haworth 's  not  going  to  stand 
his  drink,  an'  th'  lot  he  goes  wi*.    I  would  na  stand  it  mysen.'  • 

*  What  lot  does  he  go  with? ' 

'Eh!'  impatiently,  'a  lot  o'  foo's  as  stands  round  the  publics  and 
grumbles  at  th'  mesters  and  th'  wages  they  get.  An'  feyther 's  one  of  these 
soft  uns  as  believes  aw  they  hears,  and  hasna  gotten  gumption  to  think 
fur  hissen.   I've  looked  after  him  iwer  sin'  I  wur  three.' 
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She  became  even  garrulous  in  her  lack  of  patience,  and  was  in  full  flow 
when  her  mother  entered,  returning  £rom  the  chapel,  with  a  fagged  face  and 
a  large  baby  on  her  hip. 

*  Here,  tak'  him,  Jane  Ann,'  she  said,  '  but  tak'  off  thy  apron  first,  or 
tha'll  tumble  ower  it.' 

The  father  thus  carefully  watched  over  is  scarcely  less  amusing; 
but  we  cannot  afford  further  space  to  the  family,  which  has  a  melo- 
dramatic element  in  the  form  of  a  bad  old  great-grandmother,  whose 
maunderings  as  to  the  time  when  she  '  wur  a  hansom  lass,  seventy 
year  ago,'  are  complicated  by  some  inexplicable  connection  with 
the  wicked  enchantress  of  the  tale.  Melodrama  is  out  of  place  in 
Lancashire.  Mrs.  Bennett  would  do  a  great  deal  better  to  keep 
to  the  Briarleys  and  Haworths,  and  eschew  the  wicked-romantic 
altogether. 

-  We  do  not  pretend  to  pay  this  lady  the  compliment  of  comparing 
her  with  Dr.  George  Macdonald,  though  her  sketch  of  homely  Lan- 
cashire leads  us  naturally  to  the  beautiful  but  unequal  book^  in  which 
he  gives  us  another  picture  of  that  much-loved  northern  district  which 
is  the  home  of  his  affections,  and  which  he  has  expounded  in  fiction 
aa  few  counties  have  had  the  luck  to  be  expormded.  Dr.  Macdonald's 
Aberdeenshire  is,  however,  a  country  much  nearer  heaven  than,  with 
all  respect  to  its  sturdy  and  intelligent  population,  we  can  believe  the 
real  district  to  be.  '  Sir  Gibbie,'  it  is  almost  needless  to  say,  contains 
a  great  deal  which  to  the  matter-of-fact  reader  will  seem  entirely 
fanciful  and  unreal,  not  to  say  &ntastic ;  but  it  is  not  for  persons  of 
this  description  that  our  gentle  prophet  delivers  out  of  the  fountain 
of  beautiful  thought  and  tender  sentiment  which  is  in  him  so  many 
visionary  presentations  of  that  ideal  which,  fanciful  or  not,  is  surely 
better  worth  contemplating  than  the  dreary  pictures  of  universal  de- 
ception, and  evil  meaning  and  motive,  which  are  called  realistic  in 
the  jargon  of  the  moment.  Dr.  Macdonald,  let  us  confess  it,  now 
and  then  tries  us  sorely.  His  footman-marquis,  Malcolm,  was  often 
more  than  flesh  and  blood  could  put  up  with ;  and  all  the  workings 
ont  of  poetic  justice  with  which  that  superlative  young  judge  of 
Israel  set  right  the  mistakes  of  Providence  required  a  robust  interest 
and  £Euth.  But  in  the  first  volume,  nay,  we  may  say,  the  first  two 
volumes,  of  *  Sir  Gibbie,'  he  has  returned  to  the  most  delightful  inspi- 
rations of  his  genius,  and  produced  as  lovely  and  tender  a  picture  of 
childhood  and  nature  as  has  ever  been  set  before  a  public  not  always 
able  to  understand  or  appreciate  the  absolute  goodness  and  moral 
beauty  in  which  Dr.  Macdonald  believes.  Let  us  be  thankful  that,  in 
an  age  much  more  credulous  of  evil  than  of  good,  there  is  at  least  one 
man,  and  he  a  true  poet,  with  an  admirable  gift  of  expoimding  the 
&ith  that  is  in  him,  who  believes  in  goodness  without  doubt  or  ques- 
tion, and  to  whom  the  highest  ideal  never  appears  unrealisable.  He 
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has  his  weaknesses  like  other  men.  He  has  a  pleasure,  sometimes 
slightly  perverse,  in  using  the  small  things  of  the  world  to  confound 
the  great— for  which  we  acknowledge  he  has  the  highest  authority 
— and  there  never  was  a  calendar  of  such  saints  as  those  he  finds  by 
Dee-side,  and  up  among  the  northern  hills,  though  the  district  is  sup- 
posed by  the  rest  of  Scotland  to  possess  an  unusual  amount  of  that 
harsh  good  sense  and  calculating  prudence  which  are  considered  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  Scotch  nation.  Dr.  Macdonald, 
however,  does  not  maintain  this  optimism  weakly,  but  boldly  avows 
his  fiedth  in  it  as  the  truest  thing  of  human  life. 

'  If  anyone  thinks  I  am  unfaithful  to  human  fact,  and  overcharge  the 
description  of  this  child,  I  on  my  side  doubt  the  extent  of  the  experieDce 
of  that  man  or  woman,'  he  says.  *  I  admit  the  child  a  rarity,  but  a  rarity 
in  the  right  direction,  and  therefore  a  being  with  whom  humanity  has  the 
greater  need  to  be  acquainted.  I  admit  that  the  best  things  are  the  com- 
monest, but  the  highest  types  and .  the  best  combinations  of  them  are  the 
rarest.  There  is  more  love  in  the  world  than  anything  else,  for  instance ; 
but  the  best  love  and  the  individual  in  whom  love  is  supreme  are  the  rarest 
of  all  things.  That  for  which  humanity  has  the  strongest  daim  upon  its 
workmen  is  the  representation  of  its  own  best ;  but  the  loudest  demand  of 
the  present  day  is  for  the  representation  of  that  grade  of  hmnanity  of  which 
men  see  the  most — that  type  of  things  that  could  never  have  been  but  that 
it  might  pass.  The  demand  marks  the  commonness,  narrowness,  and  low- 
levelled  satisfaction  of  the  age.  It  loves  its  own — not  that  which  might 
be,  and  ought  to  be  its  own — not  its  better  self  infinitely  higher  than 
its  present,  for  the  sake  of  whose  approach  it  exists.  .  .  .  But  whatever 
the  demand  of  the  age,  I  insist  that  that  which  ought  to  be  presented  to 
its  beholding  is  the  conmion  good  unconamonly  developed,  and  that  not 
because  of  its  rarity,  but  because  it  is  true  to  humanity.  Shall  I  admit 
those  conditions,  those  &cts,  to  be  true  exponents  of  humanity  which, 
except  they  be  changed,  purified  or  abandoned,  must  soon  cause  that 
humanity  to  cease  from  its  very  name,  must  destroy  its  very  being  1  To 
make  the  admission  would  be  to  assert  that  a  house  might  be  divided 
against  itself,  and  yet  stand.  It  is  the  noble,  not  the  fisdlure  from  the  noble, 
that  is  the  true  human ;  and  if  I  must  show  the  failure,  let  it  ever  be  with 
an  eye  to  the  final  possible  yet  imperative  success.  But  in  our  day  a  man 
who  will  accept  any  oddity  of  idiosyncratic  development  in  manners,  tastes, 
or  habits,  will  reftise,  not  only  as  improbable,  but  as  inconsistent  with 
human  nature,  the  representation  of  a  man  trying  to  be  merely  as  noUe  as 
is  absolutely  essential  to  his  being — except,  indeed,  he  be  at  the  same  time 
represented  as  failing  utterly  in  the  attempt,  and  compelled  to  fell  back 
upon  the  imperfections  of  humanity  and  ac^owledge  them  as  its  laws.  Its 
improbability,  judged  by  the  experience  of  most  men,  I  admit :  its  unreality 
in  fitct  I  deny :  and  its  absolute  unity  with  the  true  idea  of  humanity  I 
believe  and  assert.' 

"With  this  opinion  so  boldly  stated  and  uncompromisingly  carried 
out,  we  feel  it  somewhat  odd  that  in  the  same  breath  with  which 
we  accuse  Dr.  Macdonald  of  optimism,  and  of  an  almost  impossible 
elevation  of  moral  sentiment  in  his  favourite  characters,  we  should 
also  reproach  him  with  the  entirely  contrary  fault  of  unjust  severity 
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to  those  types  of  character  which  he  does  not  love.    While  he  makes 
his  heroes  superior  to  all  mankind,  he  shapes  his  anti-heroes,  the  per- 
sonages who  act  as  foils  to  their  excellence,  in  the  meanest  moulds, 
recognising,  as  would  appear,  no  intermediate  groimd  between  the 
magnanimous  and  the  base.    Thus,  while  his  shepherd  lad  is  of  the 
loftiest  character,  his  farmer's  son,  though  he  is  permitted  to  develop 
into  a  popular  preacher,  is  invariably  contemptible.    He  is  a  poor, 
CTawling  creature,  capable  of  any  pettiness,  vulgar  to  the  core,  and 
as  inhuman  in  his  hopeless  meanness  as  the  other  is  in  his  virtue. 
The  same  fault  runs  through  almost  all  the  ordinary  people  in 
Dr.  Macdonald's  books.    The  gamekeeper  is  a  monster  of  cruelty, 
the  laird  a  miracle  of  severe  folly ;  Fergus  Duflf,  to  whom  we  have 
referred  above,  as  poor  a  cur  as  ever  was  invested  with  human  shape ; 
and  even  the  minister  a  vulgar  and  foolish  person,  seeking  his  own 
ends.     So  it  has  been  through  Dr.  Macdonald's  earlier  novels.  The 
personages  with  whom  he  surrounds  and  contrasts  his  blameless 
heroes  are  not  even  of  ordinary  mould,  and  mingled  good  and  evil, 
but  miserable  natures  not  worth  the  moral  powder  and  shot  which 
these  impersonations  of  virtue  lavish  upon  them  in  the  book 
before  us.   We  are  almost  driven  to  take  the  part  of  Fergus  Duff,  so 
pitilessly  is  he  belaboured  by  the  too  excellent  Donal,  with  a  con- 
sciousness of  superior  virtue,  which  is  the  last  thing  we  can  tole- 
rate in  a  hero.    The  wicked  person  is  not  left  a  leg,  nay  not  even  a  toe, 
to  stand  upon.     He  is  helplessly  beaten  in  logic,  in  morals,  on 
every  groimd  upon  which  a  man  may  make  a  stand,  and  there  is  a 
mixture  of  scorn  in  the  arguments  of  the  conqueror  which  is,  of  all 
things  in  the  world,  the  least  becoming  sentiment  which  could  be 
entertained  by  personages  so  exalted.    Is  it  impossible  to  be  better 
than  one's  neighbours  without  feeling  it  to  the  bottom  of  one's  heart, 
one  wonders  ?  Donal  is  delightful  so  long  as  he  is  a  herd-boy,  reading 
all  manner  of  books  on  the  hillside  while  he  takes  care  of  his  cattle. 
Even  then,  it  is  true,  he  has  a  precocious  power  of  criticism  and  erudi- 
tion in  poetry  which  strike  us  with  dismayed  astonishment.  But 
when  he  grows  up  to  be  a  man,  and  opposes  his  former  patron  with 
80  much  mockery  and  logic,  our  heart  relinquishes  Donal.    He  be- 
comes a  prig — a  character  wldch  is  not,  whoever  says  to  the  contrary, 
in  the  way  of  salvation.  Dr.  ^lacdonald  should  remember  that  in  the 
poet's  classification  of  the  higher  sentiments,  the  '  scorn  of  scorn '  is 
placed  alongside  of  the  '  love  of  love.'    But  even  dumb  Sir  Gibbie 
flouts  the  discomfited  Fergus,  and  all  the  best  people  exchange  glances 
of  amiable  contempt  and  superior  knowledge  when  the  poor  wretch 
conunits  himself  in  speech  and  betrays  his  superficial  character  and 
the  smallness  of  his  ideas.    That  fine  love  for  every  human  creature, 
which,  we  are  told,  is  the  very  foundation  of  their  characters,  feils  as 
soon  as  they  are  set  face  to  face  with  any  well-to-do  and  ostensibly 
educated  Philistine.    Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  popular  preacher  is 
a  man  and  a  brother  as  well  as  a  negro  slave,  though  it  may  be  less 
easy  to  feel  towards  him  in  a  brotherly  way ;  and  a  lady  in  a  drawing- 
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room  is  not  necessarily  less  estimable  than  a  comitrywoman  in  a 
thatched  cottage.  In  this  point,  however,  Dr.  Macdonald  invariaUy 
fails.  Neither  does  he  seem  to  appreciate  the  melancholy  but  highly 
dramatic  agency  of  failure  in  the  moral  as  well  as  the  material  world. 
Cribble's  father,  indeed,  is  a  very  pathetic  example  of  the  dreariest  kind 
of  himian  downfall ;  but  the  saintly  Janet,  in  her  hillside  cot,  who  is 
the  poor  child's  second  mother,  is  so  entirely  successful  in  her  goodness, 
that  we  are  tempted  to  ask  with  the  deceiver  of  old,  *  Does  Job  serve 
Gk)d  for  nought  ? '  Her  six  children  are  all  perfectly  good  men  and 
women,  her  foster-child  is  next  to  an  angel ;  her  prayers  are  answered, 
her  heart  is  satisfied.  Everything  goes  well  (morally)  with  the  house- 
hold. We  doubt  whether,  seen  from  Dr.  Macdonald's  own  point  of 
view,  this  is  to  be  looked  for ;  and  we  are  very  sure,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  human  experience,  that  it  is  highly  improbable.  On  the  whole 
our  author  has  a  strong  tendency  to  make  everything  thrive  with  his 
ideal  personages :  they  not  only  see  God,  but  they  inherit  the  earth,  and 
happiness  comes  to  them  through  the  most  legitimate  channels,  not 
only  from  within  but  from  without.  Now  and  then,  to  be  sure,  a  mis- 
fortune happens — as  when  two  spotless  souls  fall  in  love  with  one  poetic 
maiden.  Both,  it  is  evident,  cannot  have  her ;  but  there  is  always  a 
compensation  in  one  shape  or  other  provided  for  him  who  must  fiuL 
These  discrepancies  we  point  out  with  friendly  candour,  but  not  with 
any  presumption  of  knowing  better.  For,  indeed,  Dr.  Macdonald  has 
a  very  good  right  to  his  own  opinion.  We  bow  to  Shakespeare's  sea- 
port in  Bohemia,  with  a  sense  that  there  is  no  saying  what  may  have 
happened  to  change  the  face  of  the  earth  since  the  days  of  great 
Elizabeth,  and  that  anyhow  our  poet  is  of  weightier  authority  than 
many  geographers ;  and  though  the  novelist  is  no  Shakespeare,  he 
too,  no  doubt,  knows  many  things  that  are  not  thought  of  in  our 
philosophy.  Still  these  are  weak  points  which  might  be  worthy  his 
attention.  Sir  Gibbie  does  a  great  deal  of  providential  business  in 
the  third  volume,  and  everything  goes  well  with  him,  but  there  our 
interest  ceases  and  our  pleasure  in  the  book. 

The  first  part  of  the  history,  however,  is  apoem.  The  little  bright- 
faced  child  to  whom  we  are  introduced  in  the  first  chapter  wandering 
about  the  Aberdeen  streets  ragged  and  hungry,  but  with  the  happiest 
contented  heart  in  the  little  bosom  which  has  scarcely  a  needfiil 
garment  to  cover  it,  is  one  of  Dr.  Macdonald's  happiest  creations. 
He  is,  if  not  a  beggar — for  Gibbie  only  accepts,  never  asks  for  any- 
thing— yet  as  near  it  as  it  is  possible  to  be,  the  son  of  a  drunken 
shoemaker,  whose  vice,  with  a  heavenly  alchemy  which  is  less 
unusual  than  it  seems,  has  developed  in  the  child's  soul  the  pitying 
service  of  an  angel,  not  only  to  the  unhappy  father,  whom  he  guides 
home  every  evening  from  the  tavern,  but  after  his  death  to  others  in 
like  condition.  Gibbie,  however,  is  helpful  to  everybody.  His  gift 
for  finding  things  which  are  lost  is  half  miraculous,  and  his  watch- 
ful, silent,  smiling  observation  of  the  wants  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact  is  set  before  us  with  the  happiest  art.    The  silence 
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indeed  with  which  the  child  is  surrounded,  like  a  limpid,  noiseless 
atmosphere,  is  one  of  the  most  effective  features  in  the  picture,  and 
the  reader  is  so  fascinated  by  the  pure  and  visionary  little  being 
in  his  rags  and  external  roughnesses,  that  it  is  only  after  a  considerable 
interval,  and  when  he  has  grown  thoroughly  acquainted  with  Gibbie, 
that  he  begins  to  ask  himself  what  is  the  cause  of  this  silence  ?  We 
wonder  if  Dr.  Macdonald  is  quite  sure  of  his  facts  on  this  point, 
and  if  it  is  possible  for  a  creature  who  is  all  ear  and  hears  everything 
to  be  dumb  ?  But  once  more,  what  does  it  matter  ?  Sir  Gibbie  is 
dumb,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it :  we  are  ready  to  swear  to  every  par- 
ticular of  his  being,  whether  it  is  possible  or  not.  Though  he  is  a 
child  of  the  streets,  he  is  in  all  reality  Sir  Gilbert  Ghilbraith,  an 
actual  baronet  and  descendant  of  an  old  family,  the  last  of  whom  was 
l^ally  Sir  George,  though  nothing  better,  as  we  have  said,  than 
a  drunken  shoemaker  and  lost  soul.  When  the  child  flies  from  the 
town,  which  is  all  the  world  he  knows,  in  horror  of  the  crime  which 
he  has  seen  committed,  he  wanders  *  up  Dam-side,'  in  obedience  to 
words  which  he  had  vaguely  caught  from  his  &ther's  lips,  and  is  thus 
brought  into  the  district  to  which  his  family  belonged,  and  the 
very  land  which  his  ancestors  had  lost.  The  wanderings  of  the 
destitute,  homeless,  speechless  boy  are  more  pretty  and  pathetic 
than  anything  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time — mixed,  too,  with  a 
tender  humour  which  is  captivating.  Here  is  an  account  of  the 
first  night  of  his  pilgrimage,  and  the  good  Samaritan  who  sheltered 
him: — 

At  length  the  air  began  to  grow  dusk ;  then  first  fears  of  darkness,  to 
Gibbie  utterly  unknown  before,  and  only  bom  of  the  preceding  night,  began 
to  make  him  aware  of  their  existence  in  the  human  world.  They  seemed 
to  rise  up  from  his  lonely  heart,  they  seemed  to  descend  upon  him  out  of  the 
thickening  air,  they  seem  to  catch  at  his  breath,  and  gather  behind  him  as 
he  went.  But  happily,  before  it  was  quite  dark,  and  while  yet  he  could 
distinguish  between  objects,  he  came  to  the  gate  of  a  farmhouse;  it  wakened 
in  him  the  hope  of  finding  some  place  where  he  could  sleep  warmer  than  in 
the  road,  and  he  clambered  over  it.  .  .  .  But  just  as  he  had  entered  the 
shed,  he  spied  at  the  further  comer  of  it  outside,  a  wooden  stmcture  like  a 
small  house,  and  through  the  arched  door  of  it  saw  the  floor  covered  with 
nice-looking  straw.  He  suspected  it  to  be  a  dog's  kennel,  and  presently 
the  chain  lying  beside  it  with  a  collar  satisfied  him  that  it  was.  The  dog 
was  absent,  and  it  looked  altogether  enticing.  He  crept  in,  got 'under  as 
much  of  the  straw  as  he  could  heap  over  him,  and  fell  fast  aideep.  In  a 
few  minutes  as  it  seemed  to  him  he  was  roused  by  the  great  voice  of  a  dog 
in  conversation  with  a  boy :  the  boy  seemed  by  the  sound  of  the  chain  to 
be  fastening  the  collar  on  the  dog's  neck,  and  presently  left  him.  The  dog 
which  had  been  on  the  rampage  the  whole  afternoon,  immediately  tamed 
to  creep  in,  and  rest  till  supper  time,  presenting  to  Gibbie,  who  had  drawn 
himself  up  at  the  back  of  the  kennel,  the  intelligent  countenance  of  a  large 
Newfoundland.  Now,  Gibbie  had  been  honoured  with  the  acquaintance  of 
many  dogs,  and  the  friendship  of  most  of  them,  for  a  lover  of  humanity  can 
hardly  fiul  to  be  a  lover  of  caninity.  Even  among  dogs,  however,  there  are 
ungradous  individuals,  and  Gibbie  had  once  or  twice  been  bitten  by  quad- 
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rupedal  worshippers  of  the  respectable.  Hence  with  the  sight  of  the  owner 
of  the  dwelling,  it  dawned  upon  him  that  he  must  be  startled  to  find  & 
stranger  in  his  house,  and  might,  regarding  him  as  an  intruder  rather  than, 
a  guest,  worry  him  before  he  had  time  to  explain  himself.  He  darted  for- 
ward therefore  to  get  out,  but  had  scarcely  reached  the  door  when  the  dog" 
put  in  his  nose  ready  to  follow  with  all  he  was  and  had.  Gibbie  thereupon 
began  a  loud  barking,  as  much  as  to  say,  '  Here  I  am ;  please  do  nottung- 
without  consideration.'  The  dog  started  back  in  extreme  astonishment,  his 
ears  erect,  and  a  keen  look  of  question  on  his  sagacious  visage.  What  strange 
animal,  speaking  like,  yet  so  unlike,  an  orthodox  dog  could  have  got  into  hi& 
very  chamber  1  Gibbie,  amused  at  the  dog's  fright,  and  assured  by  his  looks 
that  he  was  both  a  good-natured  and  reasonable  animal,  burst  into  a  fit  of 
merry  laughter  as  loud  as  his  previous  barking  and  much  more  musicaL 
The  dog  evidently  liked  it  better,  and  took  it  as  a  challenge  to  play  :  after 
a  series  of  sharp  bursts  of  barking,  his  eyes  flashing  straight  in  at  tiie  door, 
and  his  ears  lifted  up  like  two  plumes  on  the  top  of  them,  he  darted  into 
the  kennel  and  began  poking  his  nose  into  the  visitor.  Gibbie  fell  to  patting' 
and  kissing  and  hugging  him,  as  if  had  been  a  human — as  who  can  tell  but 
he  was  % — glad  of  any  companion  that  belonged  to  the  region  of  the  li^t ; 
and  they  were  friends  at  once.  Mankind  had  disappointed  him,  but 
was  a  dog !  .  .  .  Both  were  tired,  however,  for  both  had  been  active  that 
day,  and  a  few  minutes  wrestling  and  endearment,  to  which  perhaps  the 
narrowness  of  their  play-bounds  gave  a  speedier  conclusion,  contented  both; 
after  which  they  lay  down  side  by  side  in  peace,  Gibbie  with  his  head  on  the 
dog's  back,  and  the  dog  every  now  and  then  turning  his  head  over  his 
shoulder  to  lick  Gibbie's  £bu». 

Many  other  adventures  had  the  little  wanderer.  A  child  adrift 
upon  the  world,  so  innocent,  so  helpless,  so  great  a  stranger  in  the 
world,  filled  with  so  many  wonders  and  wistfulnesses,  terrors  of  nothing, 
and  angelic  unconsciousness  of  real  dakigers,  is  always  charming  to 
the  imagination.  But  in  most  cases  the  terrors  and  tremblings  of 
the  homeless  creature  have  been  the  chief  points  in  the  story. 
Gibbie,  however,  is  no  lost  and  desolate  child  out  of  a  secure  home, 
but  a  little  vagrant  used  to  shifting  for  himself,  and  oppressed  by  no 
doubts  of  his  fellow-creatures,  and  the  tale  is  at  once  more  touching 
and  more  merry  than  that  of  any  little  Copperfield  or  nursery  hero. 
The  instinct  of  help  and  kindness  in  him  which  makes  him  steal  into 
the  farm  kitchen  in  the  early  morning,  and  do  all  the  work  which  he 
has  watched  the  mistress  of  the  house  doing,  through  a  hole  in  the 
ceiling  from  where  he  lies  in  the  bam,  is  mingled  with  an  infimtine 
mischievous  pleasure  in  the  mystery  which  makes  the  poor  little 
brownie  (as  after  a  while  he  is  supposed  to  be)  quite  happy.  And  he 
is  perfectly  at  home  in  his  bam,  where  he  lies  among  the  chaff, 
paying  for  his  lodging  by  all  manner  of  elfish  services,  and  making 
Mends  with  the  great  white  horse  and  all  the  animals  that  cannot 
betray  him.  His  encounter  with  the  herd-boy  Donal  in  the  fields,  and 
instant  help  with  the  cattle,  one  self-willed  personage  among  which 
presumes  upon  Donal's  absorption  in  his  book  to  get  into  the  green 
com,  gives  us  a  series  of  beautiful  outdoor  scenes  fldl  of  the  freshest 
northern  air  and  sunshine,  and  something  more  ethereal  still;  for  the 
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sturdy  shepherd  lad  with  his  books,  and  the  ragged  smiling  celestial 
little  vagabond,  are  such  a  pair  as  few  hillsides  could  produce.  Donal 
shares  his  dinner  of  '  cakes,'  the  natural  food  of  his  kind,  oatmeal 
cakes  (as  Dr.  Macdonald  is  careAil  to  explain — though  we  think  we 
could  mend  his  description  of  the  food  in  question)  with  his  volunteer 
assistant,  and  awakes  the  soul  within  him  by  reading  ballads  to  the, 
at  first,  wholly  uncomprehending,  yet  pleased  and  interested  child. 
The  tender  fim  which  mingles  with  the  poetry  of  their  meetings, 
the  quaintness  of  the  intercourse,  the  beauty  of  the  scene,  the 
homely  herd-boy  with  his  head  in  the  clouds,  the  opening  intelli- 
gence of  the  child,  all  wistful  and  wondering,  and  even  the  wilfulness 
of  Homie,  the  corn-loving  cow,  upon  whom,  in  their  highest  musings, 
each  of  the  Mends  keeps  a  watchful  eye,  are  all  delightful.  This 
episode  of  Gibbie's  life,  however,  ends  almost  tragically  in  a  brutal 
whipping  administered  by  the  savage  gamekeeper,  by  the  orders  of 
the  tyrannical  laird,  and  with  the  concmrence  of  the  farmer's  student- 
son  Fergus,  all  emblems  of  the  evil  one  in  Dr.  Macdonald's  eyes. 
Gibbie,  escaping  from  these  cruel  hands  with  a  rush  which  deprives 
him  of  his  last  garment,  flies  naked,  and  marked  with  cruel  stripes, 
up  the  hill,  imtil  he  comes  to  the  little  cot  high  up  the  mountain 
side,  which  he  had  once  before  visited  in  his  wanderings,  and  where 
the  father  and  mother  of  Donal,  the  author's  highest  types  of  holiness 
and  rustic  purity,  live  their  devout  and  simple  life  far  above  the  world 
and  all  its  evils.  Janet,  sitting  with  her  Bible  after  her  work  is  d6ne, 
sees  the  naked  child  with  two  bleeding  marks  making  a  cross  upon 
his  little  white  body,  suddenly  appear  at  her  open  door,  and  rises,  Uke 
St.  Catherine,  or  St.  Elizabeth,  or  any  other  mediaeval  woman  to 
whom  their  Master  himself  appeared  in  the  form  of  the  leper  or  the 
beggar  whom  they  succoured.    '  Could  it  be  that  the  Lord  was  still, 
child  and  man,  suffering  and  bleeding  for  his  race,  to  deliver  his 
brothers  and  sisters  from  their  sins — wandering,  enduring,  beaten, 
blessing  still  ? '  is  the  thought  of  awe  that  passes  through  her  mind* 
Anyhow,  he  was  one  of  those  *  least  of  these  my  brethren,'  in  whom 
the  universal  Brother  is  fed  and  solaced.    She  takes  in  the  injured 
uncomplaining  child  into  the  little  home  of  godliness  and  peace.  And 
here  ends  as  beautiful  an  idyll  of  child-life  as  was  ever  written.  We 
do  not  know  where  to  lay  our  hand  upon  any  parallel.    It  is  more 
ethereal,  more  poetic,  more  tender,  sweet,  and  harmonious  than  any- 
thing that  has  been  put  into  print  for  many  a  day. 

We  do  not  care  so  much  for  Sir  Gibbie  in  his  after  development. 
It  is  diflBcult  to  keep  such  a  child  from  becoming  a  prodigy.  He  is  too 
clever,  too  strong,  too  full  of  resource,  too  universally  capable.  His 
exertions  during  the  spate,  which  is  very  powerfully  described,  are  all 
hut  miraculous.  Also  Sir  Gibbie  is  far  too  much  in  the  foreground,  and 
is  too  great  and  good  altogether,  to  leave  any  room  for  a  heroine,  the  con- 
sequence being  that  we  have  a  very  poor  little  shadow  brought  in  in  that 
capacity,  whom  the  author  sets  up  as,  but  does  not  prove  to  be,  a  model 
of  all  the  virtues.    Dr.  Macdonald  is  not  strong  in  '  genteel '  life.  He 
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scorns  too  mnchy  we  think,  the  capacities  and  opportunities  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen.  We  for  our  part  are  more  worldfly  minded,  and  we  feel 
that  if  our  nursemaid  led  her  young  charge,  a  girl  on  the  verge  of 
womanhood,  into  intimate  intercourse  with  her  brother  the  herd,  we 
should  be  disposed,  regardless  of  all  the  spiritual  benefit  which  the 
young  lady  might  derive  from  Donars  poetry  and  teaching,  to  follow 
Mr.  Galbraith's  example,  and  dismiss  the  young  woman  summarily. 
Nor  are  matters  mended  when  Sir  Gibbie  regains  the  position  from 
which  his  family  had  fellen,  and,  becoming  in  verity  Sir  Gilbert 
G^albraith  of  Glashruach,  becomes  at  the  same  time  the  providence  of 
his  native  town,  and  his  hereditary  country  side.  It  is  hard  to  cut 
down  the  angelic  child  into  the  ordinary  proportions  of  a  Scotch 
laird,  however  benevolent  and  nobleminded,  and  long  before  Sir 
Gibbie  is  married  and  settled,  and  has  made  everybody  happy,  we 
have  lost  our  interest  in  him.  Donal,  too,  suffers  unspeakably  from 
his  transference  to  Aberdeen  as  a  student  and  rapid  acquirement  of 
all  learning.  He  becomes,  if  we  may  venture  to  say  it,  somewhat 
vulgar  and  self-assertive,  and  in  particular,  as  we  have  already  said, 
treats  Fergus  Duff,  his  early  aid  to  the  first  steps  of  knowledge,  with 
a  sort  of  scornful  and  braggard  superiority  which  is  very  distasteful. 
But  Donal  and  Gibbie  on  l£e  hillside  are  a  very  different  matter,  and 
the  first  half  of  the  book  is  of  rare  and  exquisite  excellence.  It  is 
Dr.  Macdonald's  own  fault  if  he  pitches  his  key-note  so  high  that  it 
becomes  difficult,  almost  impossible,  to  keep  up  to  it.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  more  or  less  so,  we  suppose,  in  every  book  that  begins  with 
childhood,  for  the  full-blown  flower  cannot  be  permitted  in  art  to  be, 
though  it  most  generally  is,  inferior  to  the  bud. 

From  the  highest  level  of  fiction,  to  which  the  book  we  have  been 
discussing  often  attains,  and  which  it  always  aims  at,  to  the  lowest  deep 
of  fatuous  impertinence,'  we  drop  when,  putting  down  '  Sir  Gibbie,' 
we  lay  our  hand  upon  such  a  piece  of  flippant  plagiarism  as  the  worth- 
less book  entitled  'My  Lady  Greensleeves.'  To  treat  such  a  pro- 
duction as  a  book  at  all  seems  derogatory  to  the  very^  name  of 
literature :  still,  as  it  is  in  the  orthodox  three  volumes,  and  bears  the 
name  of  a  respectable  publisher,  it  will  no  doubt  find  its  way  into  the 
stores  of  those  irresponsible  agencies,  the  circulating  libraries,  and 
thus  be  forced  into  the  hands  of  the  gentle  reader,  who,  we  trust,  of 
his  own  accord,  would  never  choose  to  encourage  the  pernicious  and 
unlovely  manufacture  of  which  it  is  a  specimen.  Miss  Bhoda 
Broughton,  not  herself  a  heroic  professor  of  the  art  of  fiction,  pro- 
duced some  years  ago  a  book  called  '  Nancy,'  in  which,  if  we  remember 
rightly,  there  was  less  than  usual  of  the  *  go '  and  spirit  with  which 
she  generally  carries  her  readers  through  a  good  deal  that  is  objec- 
tionable, and  much  more  than  usual  of  the  vulgarity  which  seems 
inseparable  from  'fast'  novels.  We  do  not  doubt  that  she  has 
deeply  repented  of  this  unfortunate  production,  for  this  is  the  second 
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time  that  Miss  Mathers,  not  to  speak  of  other  copyists,  has  held  the 
mirror  up,  if  not  to  nature,  at  least  to  her  literary  superior,  and  showed 
her  the  fatal  imperfections  of  her  art.  Imitation,  it  is  said,  is  the 
sincerest  flattery ;  but  it  is  something  more,  it  is  the  most  appalling 
criticism.  We  trust  benevolently  that  it  may  do  Miss  Broughton — 
who  has  plenty  of  power  if  her  taste  could  be  corrected  and  improved 
— good  to  behold  what  her  imitator  has  made  of  it.  By  way,  we 
suppose,  of  adding  a  little  piquancy  to  the  second  rSckauff^  of  the 
uproarious  half-stMved  nursery  party.  Miss  Mathers  has  been  pleased 
to  invent  a  ludicrous  succession  of  stepmothers  and  stepfathers  for  her 
disagreeable  group  of  children ;  and,  not  content  with  one  plagiarism, 
she  has  borrowed  a  story  from  another  novelist,  and  dressed  up  her 
vapouring  and  feminine  hero  at  second-hand  in  the  unhappy  passion, 
and  cruel  deception,  belonging  of  right  to  *  George  Geith,  of  Fen 
Court,'  which  is  one  of  Mrs.  Biddell's  most  powerful  novels.  Perhaps 
it  is  in  sheer  contempt  for  the  art  which  she  imitates,  that  the  infe- 
rior workwoman  feels  herself  at  liberty  to  borrow  in  this  shameless 
way,  believing  that  the  public  must  have  forgotten  everything  that 
has  been  published  for  a  few  years,  as  it  will  inevitably  forget 
(or  at  least  so  we  trust)  her  own  undesirable  attempts.  So  the 
soir^isant  artist  who  could  copy  a  pictifre  in  cut  paper  might 
be  almost  excused  for  believing  that  Mr.  Millais's  *  Huguenot,' 
for  example,  would  be  forgotten  before  his  copy  of  it  appeared. 
It  is  monstrous,  however,  that  the  advertisement  sheets  should  be 
filled,  as  we  have  seen  them  for  days  together,  with  the  announce- 
ment of  this  rubbish;  and  that  no  innocent  subscriber  to  Mr. 
Mudie's  should  be  safe  from  finding  a  copy  of  ^  My  Lady  Green- 
sleeves  '  in  his  box.  The  poor  copyist  in  the  sister  arts  has  no  such 
advantages  oiSFered  to  him.  No  picture  dealer  thinks  of  exhibiting  his 
daub  on  the  same  line,  or  even  in  the  same  room,  as  the  Millais  or 
Leightons.  Miss  Helen  Mathers,  however,  takes  up  just  as  much 
room  in  the  advertising  columns  of  the  newspapers  as  George  Eliot. 
The  literary  journals  review  her  productions  in  notices  which,  if  little 
flattering,  are  two  or  three  columns  long.  An  ignorant  person  has  no 
way  of  knowing  that  she  is  not  quite  as  worthy  of  consideration  as 
any  of  her  contemporaries.  It  may  be  said  that  we  ourselves  follow 
this  example,  and  give  her  as  much  of  our  space  as  if  she  deserved  it : 
but  this  is  by  way  of  energetic  protest  against  her  and  all  her  kind. 

We  must,  however,  in  the  interests  of  another  kind  of  literature 
make  a  passing  remark  upon  the  astounding  erudition,  the  conversa- 
tions exhaustive  of  all  learning,  which  are  to  be  found  in  this  last  mani- 
festation of  fiction  postiche.  *  Yes,'  says  a  young  man  at  a  dinner 
party,  '  the  people  here  remind  me  of  what  Empedocles  said  of  the 
Agrigentines,  that  they  built  as  if  they  were  to  live  for  ever,  and  feasted 
as  if  they  were  to  die  to-morrow.'  The  author  of  this  light  and 
easy  renxark  is  a  youth  avowedly  without  any  education,  who  has  just 
presented  himself  for  the  first  time  in  society  at  the  house  of  a 
sister  who  has  made  a  fine  marriage,  and  hopes  to  help  her  brother 
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to  the  same  good  fortune.  But  quotations,  like  reading  and  writing, 
come  by  nature,  and  the  young  lady  whom  he  takes  down  to  dinner 
is  quite  equal  to  the  occasion.  Her  name  is  Florizel,  and  Mr..  Dick 
compliments  her  on  being  ^  named  after  one  of  Shakespeare's 
heroi/nes'y  his  knowledge  of  the  national  poet  not  being  equal 
evidently  to  his  classic  proficiency.  Lady  Florizel  is  equally  unccm- 
flcious  of  this  slip,  but  she  soon  lets  him  see  that  she,  too,  if  unac- 
quainted with  Shakespeare,  is  a  well-read  person : — 

'  I  think '  (she  says,  describing  a  person  at  table)  '  Gil  Bias  most  have  had 
him  in  his  mind  when  he  described  a  man  whose  wit  shone  at  the  expense 
of  his  memory.  I  often  feel  tempted  to  call  out  at  one  of  his  stories,  An 
old  sbcty ! "  as  people  did  in  Philip  of  Macedon's  time  when  anything  bor- 
rowed was  passed  off  as  originaL' 

'  They  managed  tMngs  better  in  Eome/  I  say,  laughing, '  where  the 
citizens  used  to  t^e  out  fiieir  slaves  to  evening  parties  to  jest  for  them,  and 
at  every  shout  of  laughter  provoked  by  them  assumed  an  air  of  modesty 
as  if  they  had  said  all  the  good  things  themselves — it  must  have  saved  them 
a  lot  of  trouble.' 

'  But  rather  hard  lines  on  the  jesters,  or  flies,  as  Plautus  calls  them ; 
for  they  were  soundly  beaten  if  they  failed  to  amuse,  and  got  their  pates 
cracked  if  they  didn't  crack  jokes  to  their  owner's  liking.' 

'  All  that  is  to  be  altered  soon,'  I  say  seriously,  '  and  the  laziest  people 
will  shine  by  no  exertion  of  their  own,  according  to  the  state  of  things 
imagined  by  a  certain  ingenious  and  scientific  poet,  in  which  we  consist  of 
an  internal  body  and  an  external  souL' 

'  There  would  in  most  cases  be  more  within  than  without,'  says  Florizel; 
'  but  about  laughter — I  envy  anyone  who  has  the  power  of  making  others 
laugh.    It  is  a  great  gift.    Babelais  remarks  * 

Now,  we  ask  with  consternation,  ia  it  the  handbooks  that  are 
responsible  for  all  this  ?  Ancient  Classics,  Foreign  Classics,  and  all 
the  rest,  is  this  the  final  end  of  them?  Empedocles  and  the 
Agrigentines,  Plautus  and  Babelais,  all  hashed  up  to  show  the  world 
how  much  in  these  days  a  lady  may  get  to  know,  without  being  very 
sure  of  the  rules  of  her  owh  language,  or  possessing  any  acquaintance 
to  speak  of  either  with  nature  or  art.  We  remember  that  we  were 
warned  of  the  possibility  of  this,  we  think,  by  our  clever  contem- 
porary in  the  '  Saturday  Review but  it  is  sad  to  see  how  soon  and 
how  completely  the  prognostication  of  that  amiable  and  charming 
writer  has  come  to  pass. 

'  Lady  Ghreensleeves '  is  not  worthy  in  itself  of  any  consideration, 
but  it  is  a  'caution,'  as  the  Americans  say.  If  any  young  lady 
after  this  thinks  that  she  can  write  books  as  well  as  Miss  Rhoda 
Broughton,  let  her  pause  and  contemplate  the  eflFect  of  other 
attempts.  Novel  writing,  after  all,  is  not  so  easy  as  it  looks.  You 
may  imagine,  our  dear  young  friends,  that  any  fool  can  do  it,  and 
there  is  little  doubt  that  on  the  face  of  the  matter  you  may  seem  to 
have  some  reason  for  your  faith ;  but  if  you  will  believe  us,  it  is  merely 
seeming.  A  modest  young  woman,  be  very  siu-e,  will  find  it  highly 
disagreeable  to  provoke  such  remarks  as  those  we  find  ourselves 
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constrained  to  make.  She  will  not  like  to  be  told  that  she  is 
bringing  the  art  of  fiction  into  derision,  and  giving  occasion  for  the 
adversary  to  blaspheme.  We  ourselves  are  not  of  those  who  think  it 
needful  to  discharge  a  spiteful  little  arrow  at  the  lady-novelist  on 
every  occasion  when  a  silly  booklet  has  to  be  done  justice  to ;  but 
there  are  a  great  many — and  especially  all  the  gentlemen  of  the 
newspapers — ^who  do.  Therefore  forbear  I  We  do  not  hope  to  deter 
Miss  Helen  Mathers  from  further  exercise  of  her  faculty  and  display 
of  her  learning ;  but  we  hope  we  may  be  able  to  dissuade  some 
new  adventurer  from  the  same  perilous  enterprise. 

Very  different  from  the  unlovely  performance  which  has  occupied 
our  attention  too  long,  are  the  two  charming  stories,  feminine  in  the 
right  sense  of  the  word,  which  we  owe  to  Mrs.  Walford  and  Miss 
Cmik.*  The  first  of  these  is  totally  occupied  by  love,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  other  interests,  and  though  we  think  this  is  a  mistake,  we 
are  aware  that  it  will  sound  like  the  highest  praise  to  many,  and  that 
few  better  ways  could  be  devised  of  sending  readers  to  the  book 
itself;  in  which,  though  there  is  not  very  much  more,  there  is  a 
manly  and  ardent  lover  and  a  fresh  and  fascinating  girl — two  people 
whose  loves  indeed  would  seem  the  most  facile  and  reasonable  possible, 
and  the  match  one  which  would  please  everybody,  but  for  the  well- 
worn  maxim  about  the  course  of  true  love,  and  perhaps  the  necessity 
of  making  the  orthodox  three  volumes  out  of  scanty  materials.  The 
Indian  colonel,  the  hero  of  the  story,  fells  in  love  with  the  youngest 
of  his  three  cousins  instead  of  the  eldest,  whom  everybody  thinks 
much  more  ajppropriate ;  but  there  is  no  harm  in  that,  for  the  eldest 
is  not  desirous  of  wedding  the  colonel,  and  is  a  thoroughly  well- 
disposed,  well-principled  young  woman,  quite  unlikely  to  make  any 
fuss  about  it.  The  trouble  has  to  be  invented  in  a  somewhat  clumsy 
way,  by  making  the  colonel's  letter  of  proposal,  addressed  to  the 
fether  of  the  young  ladies,  so  vague  in  its  wording  that  Sir  John  and 
all  his  family  take  it  to  mean  ^atha  and  not  Hetty,  whence  there 
arise  a  great  many  threatenings  of  broken  hearts  and  one  real 
calamity.  The  railway  accident  which  gives  a  climax  to  all  the 
miseries  of  the  moment  is  very  well  described,  but  there  is  a  too 
painful  reality  in  the  event,  and  we  cannot  but  think  that  the  author 
might  have  managed  her  re-arrangement  of  the  confused  threads  of 
her  story  at  less  cost  than  the  life  of  Jem,  one  of  the  best  sketches 
of  character  in  the  book.  What  a  waste  of  life  there  is  in  novels  ! 
Railway  accidents  are  bad  enough  in  themselves,  but  we  doubt  if  any 
ever  took  away  a  life  more  undeservedly,  more  unnecessarily,  than 
Mrs.  Walford  does  in  this.  Had  he  but  been  injured,  though  even 
that  would  have  been  hard  upon  him,  we  could  have  forgiven  it ;  but 
why  should  Jem  die  merely  to  convince  the  hesitating  and  unhappy 
lover  that  he  cannot  marry  one  woman  for  the  sake  of  honour  while 
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he  loves  another  ?  We  strenuously  protest  against  all  such  vicarious 
sacrifices.  It  is  bad  enough  when  they  are  consciously  made  by 
some  voluntary  victim  or  other;  but  by  a  mere  touch  of  the  wand 
of  fiction  to  have  a  nice  young  fellow  killed  whom  we  have  grown 
fond  of,  merely  to  deliver  out  of  a  muddle  into  which  they  have 
thrust  themselves,  a  pair  of  idiotic  lovers,  is  intolerable.  Such  cowps 
de  thSa4;re  may  happen  occasionally  in  real  Ufe,  for  fact  has  a  wonder- 
ful contempt  for  the  balance  of  events;  but  everywhere  else  it  offends 
us.  Nor  is  it  any  answer  to  say  that  the  end  desired  could  not  have 
been  accomplished  in  any  other  way — for  what  in  that  case  is  the  use 
of  the  novelist,  who  has  everything  in  his,  or  her,  hands  ?  The  con- 
fusion and  tragic  stupefaction  of  a  great  accident  is,  we  think,  too 
near  ourselves — too  possible,  too  terrible,  and  recalling  to  many  too 
recent  and  awful  recollections,  to  be  treated  in  fiction  at  alL  And 
when  the  end  to  be  attained  is  nothing  more  important  than  throvdng 
two  persons  temporarily  estranged  together,  and  permitting  a  maa 
who  is  betrothed  to  one  woman  to  'gather'  another  into  his  arms  and 
convey  her  thus  out  of  the  scene  of  danger,  both  art  and  nature  are 
outraged.  Poor  Jem  I  he  was  the  best  of  them,  and  we  cannot  but 
regard  his  uncalled-for  fate  with  natural  indignation.  We  think  we 
remember  that  the  same  author  has  already  made  use  of  railway  acci- 
dents in  her  productions.  But  this  is  far  too  cheap  and  easy  a  way 
of  getting  rid  of  difiSculties,  of  cutting  the  knot  of  a  difficult  problem, 
or  bringing  about  a  sudden  catastrophe.  The  domain  of  the  novelist 
is  nature  under  its  ordinary  rules ;  not  fact,  which  is  often  quite 
irreconcilable  with  life.  We  allow  that  an  accident  is  possible  enough : 
still  it  has  an  imdesirable  suddenness,  and  is,  however  real,  an  artificial 
incident.  There  are  some  cases,  perhaps,  in  which  the  interest  is  so 
highly  wrought  that  such  an  expedient  might  be  admissible,  but  these 
are  very  rare;  and  in  the  present  case  we  do  not  feel  half  enough  in- 
terest in  Simon  and  Hetty  to  be  ready  to  sacrifice  anyone,  much  less 
a  favourite,  to  the  necessity  of  their  reunion. 

On  the  other  hand.  Sir  John  is  an  admirable  representative  of 
that  class  of  Sir  Johns  which  flourishes  in  fiction  :  the  honest,  blun- 
dering, prejudiced  baronet,  of  disjointed  talk  and  simple  mind,  who 
is  under  the  sway  of  his  family  in  most  things,  and  yet  is  never 
to  be  calculated  upon  and  demands  continuous  skill  of  management. 
His  wife  also,  a  timid  woman,  yet  most  sympathetic  and  compre- 
hending mother,  is  very  delicately  drawn ;  and  so  is  that  little  com- 
motion of  family  life  in  which  every  individual  has  his  part  and  well 
recognised  rdle,  yet  where  everything  is  discussed  and  weighed  by  each 
member  in  a  communion  of  interest  and  feeling  which  is  never  attain- 
able save  in  this  development  of  large  family  life.  The  universal 
mutual  criticism,  yet  loyal  hanging  together  of  the  household,  is  very 
well  set  before  us,  though  always  in  subjection  to  the  interests  of  the 
lovers  who  occupy  so  powerful  a  place. 

*  Dorcas '  is  a  double  story.  The  first  volume  is  occupied  with 
the  loves,  if  loves  they  can  be  called,  of  a  recluse  scholar,  and  the 
pretty  niece  of  his  housekeeper,  who,  received  into  his  family  in 
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extreme  youtb,  becomes  insensibly  the  plaything  and  handmaiden  of 
the  master,  who  means  no  harm,  and  likes  her  pretty  ways,  until  this 
easy  episode  ends  in  adoring  love  on  the  part  of  the  girl  and  an  evil 
report  on  that  of  the  village  public,  when  the  scholar,  half  in  indig- 
nation, half  in  affection,  marries  the  pretty  devoted  creature,  who 
thinks  of  nothing  less  than  supremest  happiness  in  such  an  unlooked- 
for  triumph,  but  gets,  as  may  be  divined,  a  fate  much  less  sweet— 
a  life  of  painful  neglect  and  disappointment.  Dorcas  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  hapless  pair,  and  grows  up  a  high-spirited,  proud,  and 
somewhat  lonely  girl,  not,  as  might  be  expected,  making  up  to  the 
humble  mother  for  her  isolation,  but  altogether  attaching  herself  firom 
her  earliest  years  to  her  father,  and  inflicting  a  still  deeper  dis- 
appointment upon  the  woman  who  has  abeady  suflfered  so  much. 
It  is,  we  need  scarcely  say,  the  love-tale  of  Dorcas  herself  which  fills 
the  greater  part  of  the  book ;  but  the  most  touching  figure  in  it  is 
that  of  Letty,  the  poor  little  wife,  who  has  thought  to  gain  paradise 
itself  in  marrying  the  kind  and  gracious  gentleman  who  is  so  good  to 
her,  but  who  has  scarcely  returned  to  her  home  on  her  marriage  day 
when  her  troubles  begin.  The  bewildered,  melancholy  little  figure, 
half  comprehending  only  the  position  into  which  circumstances  and  a 
mistaken  impulse  of  kindness  have  thrown  her,  her  heart  protesting 
meekly,  her  judgment  meekly  accepting  the  hard  lot  which  once 
appeared  so  blessed,  is  very  pathetic  and  touching ;  yet  the  situation 
is  so  well  managed  that  we  do  not  resent  the  preference  of  Dorcas 
for  her  refined  and  gentle  father,  even  while  giving  all  our  sympathy 
to  the  wistful  mother  in  the  background,  who  has  to  resign  this 
consolation  also.  It  is  seldom  that  we  find,  without  any  special 
power  of  portraiture,  a  human  dilemma  so  delicately  touched.  For 
indeed  it  is  evident  from  the  beginning  that  the  matter  is  hope- 
less. Mr.  Trelawney  (though  he  permits  an  amount  of  caressing 
which  is  slightly  out  of  character)  is  a  fastidious  scholar,  and  poor 
Letty  has  no  cleverness  to  enable  her  to  acquire  the  education  which 
he  soon  wearies  of  attempting  to  bestow;  and  there  never  has 
been,  except  on  her  side,  any  love  to  soften  difficulties  or  make 
the  combination  practicable.  There  is  nothing  wrong  on  either 
Bide*  He  is  not  more  impatient  than  is  inevitable;  and  her 
foolish,  helpless  appeals  to  him  get  quenched  by  time,  which 
forces  some  experience  and  power  of  judging  upon  her;  but 
nothing  can  make  the  ill-mated  pair  suitable  to  each  other,  and  they 
have  to  accept  the  consequences  of  what  they  have  done  as  they  best 
may.  Miss  Craik  does  not  make  them  wretched — for  they  are  good 
people  meaning  well  on  both  sides — ^but  she  shows  with  both  grace 
and  feeling  the  profound  disappointment  and  discouragement  and 
faithful  love  of  the  one,  with  the  forbearance  and  real  kindness  and 
dull  pang  of  weariness  in  the  other,  out  of  which  there  is  no  escape, 
as  there  is  no  fault,  but  only  a  generous  mistake  in  the  conjimction 
which  has  produced  such  results.  When  Dorcas,  the  delicate,  proud, 
Tisionaiy  girl  fiinds  out  at  the  most  sensitive  age  the  fiewjt  of  her 
mother's  humble  origin,  the.  shock  is  tremendous,  and  we  scarcely 
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wonder  that  her  first  feeUng  is  resentment  again9t  the  woman  who 
has  done  her  such  a  wrong.  This  crisis  is  also  worked  out  very  care- 
fully and  with  much  delicacy  of  touch,  and  Letty's  explanation  and 
the  movement  of  half-indignant  remonstrance  with  which  her  gentle- 
ness is  stirred,  makes  a  better  understanding  between  her  and  her 
estranged  daughter  and  cold  husband.  But  poor  Letty  never  has  the 
comfort  of  that  passion  of  parental  love  whidi  transforms  Trelawney, 
and  at  last  nearly  kills  him.  Dearly  as  she  loves  her  child,  she  is  but 
little  more  than  a  spectator  of  the  struggle  with  which  the  father 
consents  to  the  possibility  of  giving  her  up  to  her  lover  and  the  new 
family  and  duties  that  claim  her.  Nature  gives  the  humble  wife 
wisdom  to  foresee  and  prepare  herself  for  the  severance ;  but  it  comes 
upon  the  husband  like  a  thunderclap.  And  in  the  very  last  scene  of 
aU  we  are  brought  back  with  some  skill  and  power  to  the  two  with 
whom  the  book  begins,  and  are  allowed  to  see  a  chance  of  secondary 
and  doubtful  reward  falling  to  the  &ithful  woman, — a  possible  accept- 
ance of  her  to  fill  up  the  gap,  which  is  perhaps  more  true  to  the  poor 
compensations  of  existence  than  Miss  Craik  herself  intends  it  to  be. 

In  almost  complete  silence  Mr.  Trelawney  and  Letty  walked  home 
(after  their  daughter's  marriage)  across  the  fields :  with  something  almost 
like  a  groan  he  re-entered  his  house,  and,  not  speaking  to  Letty,  passed  on 
into  his  study :  but  he  left  the  door  behind  hun  open,  and  when  he  went 
into  the  room  she  followed  him— timidly  at  first,  till  he  turned  round  and 
held  out  his  hand  to  her.  They  sat  down  side  by  side.  Presently  he  laid 
his  head  on  her  breast,  and  for  the  first  time  during  all  the  years  that  they 
had  been  man  and  wife,  he  called  to  her  for  help.  '  We  must  bear  this 
together,  and  I  am  vaty  weak.  You  are  the  strongest,  Letty :  you  must 
hold  me  up,'  he  said. 

The  love-story  of  Dorcas  herself  is  very  prettily  managed,  but  this 
the  reader  must  investigate  on  his  own  account. 

We  have  not  the  least  idea  what  to  make  of  *  The  Ambassador  Extra- 
ordinary.'* It  has  already  given  rise  to  all  sorts  of  guesses  in  the 
papers,  and  one  at  least  of  our  weekly  contemporaries  has  concluded 
Viscount  Malign,  the  bearer  of  this  mysterious  mission,  to  be  in- 
tended for  no  less  a  personage  than  the  Prince  of  Evil  himself.  He 
is  an  ambassador  from  nowhere  to  nobody  specific,  but  he  sees  into 
the  hearts  of  all  the  people  who  come  near  him,  and  gives  them 
a  cold  shiver  when  he  approaches  them,  and  exercises  over  them 
a  mysterious  fascination.  And  he  has  a  house  furnished  and  decorated 
in  the  most  fieintastic  way,  with  images  of  the  sinful  and  vicious, 
with  fountains  throwing  crimson  spray  of  sickly  fragrance,  and 
wreaths  of  withered  flowers.  '  Evil,  be  thou  my  God !  *  he  would 
seem  to  say ;  and  the  pet  who  lives  under  his  chair  is  a  tame  piuna, 
a  creature  not  too  tame,  who  shows  her  teeth  on  occasions.  But  with 
all  this  the  Viscount  Malign  is  not  malignant.  He  tries,  indeed,  in 
conspiracy  with  a  Catholic  dignitary,  and  for  no  particular  reason, 
to  disjoin  a  pair  of  lovers  by  making  each  fall  in  love  with 
another,  but  does  no  further  harm,  so  far  as  we  can  9ee,  nor  tries 
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to  do  any  harm,  and  the  lovers  come  together  again,  and  every- 
thing goes  well.  Whether  the  book  is  worth  the  trouble  of  a  serious 
attempt  to  solve  its  mystery  we  can  scarcely  say;  but,  wildly 
feuntastic  as  it  is,  it  is  clever,  and  in  parts  very  amusing.  Master 
Qeorgius-  Oldhousen,  F.S.A.,  the  architect,  whose  object  is  '  to  recover 
the  tone  of  the  old  men '  in  all  that  he  has  any  hand  in,  is  the  most 
admirable  comic  sketch,  as  amusing  a  picture  as  we  have  seen  for 
many  a  day.  He  and  a  famous  professor  are  invited  to  the  house  of 
thi>  Ambassador  to  see  ^  a  curious  antique  dish,'  to  wit,  a  willow- 
pattern  plate,  described  with  great  gravity,  and  over  which  the  two 
antiquarians  lay  their  heads,  finding  Roman  construction  in  the  bridge, 
and  traces  of  the  influence  of  the  Moors,  and  many  other  fine  things,  in 
the  kind  of  learned  jargon  with  which  we  are  all  acquainted.  Master 
Georgius,  as  he  calls  himself,  is  commissioned  by  the  Catholic 
dignitary  to  build  an  abbey,  and  here  are  a  few  of  his  provisions : — 

*  Perhaps  you  don't,'  he  says  '  believe  in  slypes  % ' 

*  I  remember  the  slype  at  my  college :  a  narrow  dirty  disagreeable 
passageway :  is  that  what  you  mean  1 ' 

'  Ab  for  being  narrow,  that's  the  primary  charm  of  such  a  thing ;  and 
it  ought  to  be  crooked  if  you  can  get  it.' 

'  All  strait  gate,  I  suppose,  and  narrow  way  % ' 

'  Certaioly ;  and  as  for  being  dirty,  that  46p6nds  on  the  weather.  The 
word  disagreeable  I  can't  say  ^t  I  understand.  I  call  our  new  streets 
disagreeable,  if  you  like — ^great  wide  gaping  gullets  without  a  bit  quaint- 
nesB  from  end  to  end :  everything  seen  at  such  a  horrible  distance,  you 
kaow.  I  wouldn't  allow  any  street  to  be  more,  if  I  had  my  way,  than 
alx>at  seven  feet  wide ;  and  I  would  have  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees  at 
about  every  fifty  feet.' 

'Indeed !  and  what  would  become  of  our  carts,  carriages,  and  omnibuses  t ' 

'  I  wouldn't  have  any,  of  course.    The  old  men  hadn't  such  things.' 

'  Just  so.    What  did  you  say  about  a  bartizan  f ' 

'  A  bartizan :  well,  I  shall  have  several,  so  as  to  command  my  slypes. 
We  provide  for  pouring  down  melted  lead,  you  know,  from  the  roofs  upon 
tiie  assailants.' 

<  What  assailants)' 

'Why,  any  assailants — ^nobody  in  particular,  but  anybody  that  comes. 
We  shall  have  riots,  you  know,  before  long,  as  the  end  of  all  this.  (Here 
Master  Georgius  drops  his  glass  thoughtfully).  The  modem  spirit  of  the 
day  will  be  revolting,  reacting,  and  all  sorts  of  things,  before  we  are  able, 
you  know,  to  stand  in  the  ancient  ways — any  fool  can  see  that.  The 
passions  of  the  mob,  you  know,  are  going  to  be  aroused,  and  so  on,  and 
then  well  pour  down  melted  laid  on  their  heads,  you  know,  and  let  fly  at 
ttiem  with  crossbows.' 

^Crossbows?' 

*  Of  course :  what  else  would  you  have  I ' 

The  architect  throughout  is  wonderfully  amusing.  His  faith  in 
*  the  old  men '  gets  shaken  in  the  end,  and  we  have  him  mournfully 
'going  in  for  Greek '  as  the  real  antique,  and  dreaming  of  Egypt ;  but 
te  is  always  characteristic,  and  the  style  of  his  conversation — ^large 
and  sweeping  and  decided — is  delightftd.  The  book  is  worth  reading 
for  this  character,  if  for  nothing  else. 
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ALL  Englishmen  mourn  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari  and  his  brave  com-> 
panions.  The  tidings  of  such  a  disaster  would  have  been 
terrible  however  long  expected.  They  fell,  in  fisu5t,  upon  most  Engliah 
minds  like  a  thunderbolt  from  a  clear  sky.  Conservative  spokes- 
men even  on  that  tragic  Saturday  which  brought  the  first  rumour 
of  the  disaster,  were  reminding  the  world  how  all  Lord  Lawrence's 
and  Lord  Northbrook's  alarms  had  been  faLdfied.  It  had  been 
predicted  that  an  English  Mission  could  not  reside  in  safety  at 
Gabul.  The  warning,  it  was  declared,  had  been  disproved  by  &cts. 
The  Mission  was  there,  as  much  at  its  ease  and  in  peace  as  if  it  had 
been  accredited  to  the  Foreign  Office  of  Berlin  or  Brussels.  Sir 
Louis  Cavagnari,  we  may  be  assured,  was  never  the  dupe  of  such  vain 
confidence.  He  had  read  history  and  the  Afghan  nature.  He  knew 
that  the  wolf  does  not  in  a  moment  put  on  the  nature  of  the  lamb. 
He  and  they  with  him  who.  fought  their  desperate  fight  on  Wednes- 
day, September  3,  have  earned  the  honours  of  men  who  led  a  forlorn 
hope.  Their  countrymen  will  not  forget  them.  By  the  time  these 
lines  are  read  the  avengers  will  be  far  on  their  way  towards  the  in- 
fliction of  retribution  on  the  brutal  mob  which  broke  the  laws  of 
hospitality,  and  on  the  soldiery  which  murdered  strangers  because 
its  sovereign  had  kept  back  the  arrears  of  its  pay.  That  is  a 
penalty  the  Afghan  and  British  peoples  have  to  pay  in  common  for 
the  subversion  of  the  traditional  relations  between  them.  A%hanistan 
has  to  pay  one  blood  fine ;  Oreat  Britain  has  paid  in  part,  and  has 
to  pay,  another. 

So  much  is  certain.  What  is  to  follow  depends  on  a  complex 
balance  of  influences  and  contingencies.  British  troops  will  occupy 
Cabul.  Its  savages  will  be  taught,  though,  we  hope,  with  more 
discrimination  than  in  1842,  the  consequences  of  assassination.  But 
that  is  only  the  opening  scene  of  the  drama.  After  exacting  punish-* 
ment  for  a  detestable  crime  against  the  law  of  nations.  Oriental  as 
well  as  Western,  Greneral  Roberts  might  march  home.  That  was  the 
course  taken  when  the  memories  of  the  Khyber  massacre  had  been  ob- 
literated by  the  second  occupation  of  CabuL  The  Indian  Gt>vemment, 
without  surrendering  the  title  to  plant  a  Legation  in  Afghanistan, 
might  defer  indefinitely  the  exercise  of  its  right.  The  territorial 
acquisitions  of  the  Treaty  of  Grandamak  would  continue  to  be  ours. 
We  should  retain  our  clsdm,  whatever  its  worth,  to  civilize  the  tribes 
which  surge  round  each  isolated  point  in  our  scientific  frontier.  If 
that  frontier  be  as  scientific  as  the  nation  has  been  told  it  is,  there  is 
no  necessity  to  guard  against  Russian  intrigues  at  CabuL  Russia 
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might  turn  Cabal  into  an  outpost  of  her  own ;  the  strength  of  the 
JRussian  Empire  could  be  safely  left  to  break  its  teeth  on  our  impreg- 
nable lines.  That,  if  anything,  ought  to  be  the  result  of  converting 
India  politically  into  an  island.  Afghanistan  might  be  suffered  to 
manage  its  own  aiSairs.  It  was  let  do  so  by  G-ovemors-G-eneral  like 
Lord  Mayo,  Lord  Lawrence,  and  Lord  Northbrook,  whose  frontier  was 
still  unscientific.  The  opposite  course  would  be  to  annex  Afghanistan 
bodily,  to  incorporate  it  in  British  India  as  the  Punjab  and  Oude 
were  incorporated.  The  troops  which  are  now  engaged  in  over- 
coming any  show  of  resistance  to  our  expedition  of  retaliation  would 
then  become  a  permanent  garrison.  Yakoob  Khan  and  his  principal 
Barakzai  kinsmen  would  be  accorded  residences  and  a  revenue  on  the 
banks  of  the  Hooghly  under  the  supervision  of  the  Viceroy.  That  is 
a  programme  which  the  ^  Golos '  benevolently  presses  upon  the  British 
Government.  There  is,  however,  a  possible  third  arrangement  in  all 
human  affairs.  Here  the  third  alternative  is  something  between  a 
transitory  demonstration  of  the  British  power  to  avenge  the  death 
of  British  servants,  and  a  confiscation  of  the  offending  nationality. 
The  Ameer  might  become,  like  the  G-uikwar,  or  Holkar,  or  Scindiah. 
He  would  be  1^  the  initiative  in  administering  the  domestic  affairs 
of  his  dominions.  He  might  even  be  permitted,  like  the  present 
native  Indian  princes,  to  levy  and  command  a  corps  of  soldiers.  But 
all  his  acts  would  be  subject  to  criticism  and  censure  by  the  British 
Gt>vemment.  They  could  be  overruled  if  deemed  dangerous  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Empire,  of  which  Afghanistan  would  then  form  a 
part.  The  Besident  at  Ids  court  would  be  British  Envoy  and  Afghan 
Minister  in  one. 

All  three  courses  are  beset  with  obvious  difficulties.  To  occupy 
and  then  abandon  Cabul  would  Jdc  to  disavow  the  policy  which  has 
cost  England  much  abeady  in  lives  and  money,  and  more  in  self- 
respect.  By  the  Treaty  of  Gandamak  Great  Britain  acquired  no 
title  to  occupy  Cabul  materially.  But  the  treaty  empowered  her  to 
occupy  whatever  part  she  pleased  of  A^hanistan  no  less  effectually. 
The  right  for  which  she  stipulated  was  to  dictate  the  mode  in  which 
the  Ameer  should  fashion  his  relations  to  other  States.  That  right, 
however,  could  be  exercised  only  by  a  constant  supervision  directed 
from  the  heart  of  the  land.  A  swift  blow  struck  by  a  British  army  at 
the  capital,  and  then  retreat,  would  be  entirely  consistent  with  the 
Afghan  policy  of  Lord  Lawrence,  and  with  the  obligation  upon  Great 
Britain  to  the  memory  of  her  murdered  sons.  It  would  not  be 
consistent  with  the  panic  of  last  autumn  at  the  contingency  of  a 
replacement  of  British  influence  at  Cabul  by  that  of  Tashkend.  If 
the  Indian  Government  is  to  control  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Ameer, 
it  cannot  pass  over  his  country  like  a  rushing  mighty  wind.  Where 
it  plants  its  foot  it  must  stay.  The  tragedy  of  the  3rd  of  September, 
if  it  do  not  prove  the  original  impracticability  of  what  has  been 
called  a  diplomatic  vassalage  of  Afghanistan,  has  made  it  impracti- 
cable now.    The  vassalage,  if  any,  must  be  more  direct.    As  the 
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unfortunate  Shere  Ali,  Cassandra-like,  warned  Lord  Lytton,  there  is 
in  Afghanistan  an  Afghan  people  as  well  as  an  A%han  Ameer.  Cabal 
bad  not  signed  the  Treaty  of  Gandamak,  The  Ameer's  soldiers, 
more  logical  than  Lord  Lytton,  held  foreigners  who  had  imposed  upon 
themselves  the  charge  of  Afghan  destinies  guilty  of  their  arrears  of  pay. 
To  guide  A%han  policy,  the  Afghan  nation  must  be  brought  to  accept 
the  lead  of  England,  either  by  reason  or  by  force.  Military  execution 
at  Cabul  would  scarcely  operate  in  the  former  way ;  it  would  cease  to 
have  any  eflScacy  in  the  latter  the  moment  the  terror  was  removed. 

If  Afghanistan  is  still  to  be  treated  as  an  advanced  work  of 
India  against  Eussia,  England  will  have  to  watch  the  Afghan 
frontiers  herself.  Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord  Lytton  flattered  them- 
selves with  the  delusion  that  the  Ameer  could  be  trained  into  a  suffi- 
ciently good  watch-dog.  That  dream  has  now  gone  the  way  of  the 
sister  fancy,  that  the  mere  provision  by  treaty  for  a  British  Protectorate 
in  Asia  Minor  would  leaven  Turkish  administration  with  sympathetic 
British  honesty.  The  choice,  so  long  as  the  policy  of  Kussophobia 
is  persisted  in,  lies  between  downright  annexation  and  the  degradation 
of  the  Ameer  into  a  self-confessed  feudatory.  Of  the  evils  of  annexa- 
tion our  readers  scarcely  need  to  be  informed.  The  Afghan,  the 
most  untameable  of  human  wolves,  is  to  be  ruled  only  by  a  disci- 
pline which,  if  British  officers  could  be  found  to  apply  it,  could 
be  employed  only  at  the  hazard  of  shocking  the  moral  sense  of 
the  British  nation.  The  cost  of  the  subjugation  would  be  enough 
to  break  the  back  of  a  treasury  much  richer  than  that  of  Cal- 
cutta. The  burden  would  outlast  in  duration  the  whole  of  the 
present  generation.  Foreign  critics  declare  no  other  alternative  is 
possible.  If  so,  there  could  not  be  a  more  forcible  redudLio  ad 
absurdmn  of  the  whole  of  the  Indian  policy  of  the  Conservative 
Oovemment.  But  what  foreign  critics  do  not  understand  is,  that 
this  English  Government,  which  seems  so  rash,  is  rash  for  the  very 
reason  that  it  abstains  carefully  from  looking  a  hand's  breadth  in 
front.  It  steals  from  pillar  to  post,  not  questioning  what  the  goal 
must  be,  so  long  as  it  can  see  a  near  point  to  make  for.  Annexation 
may  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  inclined  plane  on  which  Lord  Beacons- 
field's  Ministry  has  been  trying  to  steady  itself ;  but  an  intermediate 
incline  has  first  to  be  traversed.  Cabul  has  had  its  British  envoy ; 
the  next  stage  is  a  Besident  either  there  or  at  Candahar,  with  recog- 
nised authority  to  inspire  Afghan  policy,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign, 
and  a  British  fortress  near  at  hand  to  lend  weight  to  his  counsds. 
If  Lord  Beaconsfield,  Lord  Cranbrook,  Lord  Lytton,  and  Lord  Salis- 
bury are  to  remain  arbiters  of  British  fortunes,  we  rim  no  extreme 
hazard  in  foretelling  that  a  few  months  will  see  such  a  Besident  and 
such  a  garrison  installed  in  the  Bala  Hissar. 

A  few  months  ago  the  supporters  of  the  Government  would  have 
repudiated  with  indignation  the  suggestion  that  England  was  likely 
to  have  the  task  thrown  upon  her  of  bolstering  up  the  A%han  throne. 
Now  that  the  Ameer,  whether  Yakoob  or  another  than  Yakoob,  is 
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about  to  become  the  puppet  of  the  Indian  Government,  and  that 
English  arms  will  have  to  defend  him,  against  his  own  subjects,  they 
shrug  their  shoulders  and  lament  the  inevitable.  They  do  not  appear 
to  discern  that  there  is  a  connection  of  cause  and  effect  between  the 
policy  they  lately  applauded  and  the  result  they  profess  to  regret. 
They  are  unable  to  understand  how  the  Opposition  can  be  entitled  to 
criticise  results  which  seem  to  themselves  decrees  of  fate.  By  the 
Treaty  of  Gandamak,  as  we  declared  two  months  ago,  and  as  the 
Ameer's  soldiers  have  now  interpreted  the  treaty,  England  made  her- 
self responsible  not  merely  to  the  Ameer's  neighbours  for  his  good 
behaviour  to  them,  but  to  the  Ameer  for  the  good  behaviour  of  his 
subjects  to  him,  and  to  his  subjects,  military  as  well  as  civil,  for  his 
just  dealing  with  them.  When  the  Opposition  reviewed  the  course 
of  the  A%han  war,  its  conmients  were  met  by  a  sneer  at  the  futility 
of  declamation  against  a  past  it  was  impossible  to  recall.  Liberal 
Peers  in  the  House  of  Lords  questioned  provisions  in  the  treaty. 
They  were  told  that  unless  they  were  prepared  to  abandon  it  in  the 
event  of  their  accession  to  power,  they  were  playing  an  impatriotio 
part  in  scrutinising  its  terms.  By  the  time  Parliament  meets  once 
more,  tile  new  Afghan  war  will  have  ended,  and  Afghanistan  will  be 
held  in  subjection  by  British  guns.  Her  Majesty's  Opposition  will 
doubtless  shock  the  deUcacy  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers  by  reminding 
them  that  their  Afghan  policy  has  produced  the  very  evils  Lord 
Lawrence  foresaw.  The  Opposition  will  show  that  the  war  was 
commenced  without  sufficient  reason ;  that  it  was  closed  with  the 
exaction  of  a  right  to  undertake  very  grievous  responsibilities.  For 
reply  it  will  be  informed  once  more  by  Lord  Beaconsfield  in  an 
epigram,  and  by  Lord  Salisbury  with  a  taunt,  that  it  is  condemning 
results  which  itself,  should  it  recover  power,  would  feel  bound  to 
maintain.  Conservative  Ministers  lead  the  nation  into  a  lane  which 
has  no  turning ;  they  have  no  right  to  mock  their  adversaries  for 
'  being  obliged  to  continue  along  it  in  search  of  an  exit.  An  Oppo- 
sition, when  it  criticises  the  errors  of  the  Government,  is  declaring 
the  principles  as  well  on  which  it  would  have  acted  as  on  which  it 
would  act  hereafter  should  it  have  the  opportunity.  Lord  Granville 
and  Lord  Hartington  are  entitled  to  argue  that,  had  they  been 
in  office  during  the  past  twelvemonth,  they  would  have  sought  to 
countermine  Bussian  influence  with  Shere  Ali,  instead  of  bullying 
him.  Had  war  been  forced  upon  them  by  the  A%hans,  or  been  left 
to  them  as  a  Conservative  bequest,  they  would  have  conducted  the 
invasion  to  its  natural  end  in  the  repudiation  by  Cabul  of  its  hostile 
alliance.  They  would  not,  from  fear  of  a  reproach  else  that  the 
game  bad  not  been  worth  the  cost,  have  used  an  Afghan  defeat 
as  a  pretext  for  saddling  themselves  with  the  subjugation  of  a 
multitude  of  mountain  ckns.  Had  the  Treaty  of  Gandamak  been 
signed  before  the  return  of  the  Liberal  party  to  power,  it  might 
not  have  formally  abjured  its  right  under  the  treaty  to  send 
a  Legation  to  Cabul ;  but  it  would  have  waited  to  see  what  means, 
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if  not  what  will,  Yakoob  Khan  possessed  to  defend  the  guests 
he  had  been  forced  to  invite.  The  turbulence  of  the  Afghan  spirit 
was  known  from  of  old.  A  warning  by  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari  himself 
has  lately  been  disinterred  &om  a  Blue  Book  of  1875,  against  the 
'  very  evil  results  *  of  acting  upon  an  '  unwilling  assent'  of  the  Ameer 
to  the  reception  of  an  English  Besident.  The  British  public  had 
been  instructed  at  every  step  of  the  invasion  that  the  Afghan  people 
showed  no  symptoms  of  ready  submission  to  Yakoob.  It  was  the 
common  talk  of  India  that  any  other  puppet  of  Afghan  royalty  could 
be  set  up  as  easily  as  he.  The  safety  of  the  Legation  rested 
apparently  and  confessedly  upon  the  power  of  Yakoob  to  protect  it ; 
and  Yakoob's  power  over  Afghanistan  was  an  absolutely  unknown 
quantity.  A  Liberal  Government  might  have  put  its  treaty-right  to 
a^  Embassy  at  Cabul  on  record ;  it  would  have  paused  before  exer^ 
cising  it.  Had  it  despatched  what  to  Cabul  eyes  was  an  emblem  and 
realisation  of  a  humiliation,  it  would  have  guarded  it  with  a  garrison 
and  intrenched  it  in  a  fortress. 

At  every  point  Liberal  politicians,  without  compelling  the  State  to 
retrace  its  steps,  or  repudiating  the  acts  of  their  predecessors,  must  hold 
themselves  free  to  interpret  them  after  a  spirit  of  their  own.  They 
are  obliged  to  criticise  the  past  that  they  may  mark  where  they  would 
lay  down  their  lines  for  the  future.  They  would  take  up  the  conduct 
of  aflfairs  at  whatever  point  their  adversaries  might  leave  it.  If  Oiey 
protest  against  what  has  been  done,  it  is  not  that  they  would  make 
the  nation  stand  in  sackcloth  and  ashes  for  mistakes  its  rulers  for  the 
time  have  committed,  but  only  in  token  that  they  refuse  to  be 
pledged  to  further  conclusions  from  those  blundering  precedents. 
Were  Liberal  statesmen  in  the  places  of  Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord 
Cranbrook,  they  would  punish  the  perfidy  of  Cabul  as  exemplarily  as 
Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord  Cranbrook  are  about  to  pimish  it.  But 
they  would  not  waste  the  British  army  and  Indian  treasure  in  forcing 
upon  A%hanistan  a  Mission  of  which  the  only  possible  advantage 
would  be  that  it  should  have  been  accepted  freely  and  with  good  wfll 
by  the  Afghan  people.  They  would  not,  because  the  crime  of  Sep- 
tember 3  gave  them  a  right  to  overrun  and  appropriate  A%han  soil, 
avail  themselves  of  this  right  to  the  harm  of  England.  They  would 
not  enter,  simply  because  they  might,  into  an  inheritance  as  ruinous 
and  costly  as  Algeria,  and  without  the  excuse  of  the  service  Algeria 
renders  France  as  the  drill-ground  of  the  French  army. 

Conservative  Ministers  do  not  consider  whether  tiiis  or  that  step 
will  strengthen  or  weaken  England ;  they  take  it  blindfold  if  they  be 
told  it  is  ticketed  ^  English  prestige.'  The  State  is  dragged  into  the 
most  perilous  straits  in  sheer  terror  that  a  rival  power  might  say,  or 
a  friendly  power  might  think,  England  was  prudent  because  she  was 
weak.  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  in  full  hearing  of  the  news  of  the 
Cabul  massacre,  was  congratulating  a  Devonshire  audience  three 
weeks  ago  on  the  emancipation  of  the  country  by  the  Conservative 
Ministry  from  the  ignominy  of  following  in  the  wake  of  the  military 
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Powers  of  Europe.  We  wonder  if  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  ever  reads 
the  remarks  of  the  .chief  organs  of  the  ,  French  and  G-erman  press,  not 
to  mention  the  Bussian,  on  English  policy  in  India  and  Africa.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  view  of  a  soimd  foreign  policy  appears 
to  be  that  to  accumulate  liabilities  is  to  accumulate  strength.  Every 
single  act  done,  whether  by  England  or  by  another  nation,  becomes 
to  a  Conservative  Minister  a  pledge  that  England  must  go  on  acting 
in  the  same  way,  be  it  for  her  good  or  be  it  for  her  ill.  He  never 
seems  able  to  stop  and  make  a  &esh  beginning.  The  historical 
policy  of  England  and  her  traditional  policy  are  mischievous  traps 
and  snares  unless  at  each  moment  a  Minister  analyze  that  historical 
and  traditional  policy,  and  can  satisfy  himself  of  its  relevancy  to 
the  present.  When  the  mutinous  Afghan  regiments  have  been 
dispersed,  the  Conservative  Ministers  will  feel  themselves  bound  to 
settle  a  new  Embassy  at  Cabul,  not  probably  that  they  will  continue 
to  believe  in  its  efficacy,  but  because  the  Treaty  of  Gandamak 
provided  for  it,  and  the  A^hans  have  shown  that  they  detested  it. 
Now  that  the  work  of  Lord  Mayo  and  Lord  Lawrence  has  been 
picked  to  pieces,  and  the  independence  of  the  Afghan  throne  de- 
stroyed. Liberals  are  not  debarred  from  admitting  that  an  Embassy 
may  be  a  necessary  evil.  But  this  fact  must  be  proved,  not  by  A%han 
resistance  to  the  clause  of  the  treaty  which  provided  for  a  Legation, 
but  in  spite  of  it.  Overt  Afghan  hostility  to  the  stipulation  is  an 
argument  against  its  wisdom  when  it  was  negotiated.  The  argument 
so  far  as  it  goes  remains  an  argument  against  insisting  upon  the 
arrangement  now.  A  Conservative  Foreign  Minister  like  Lord 
Salisbury  would  esteem  the  murder  of  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari  an  irre- 
futable reason  for  following  a  course  which  that  calamity  demonstrates 
to  have  been  reckless  and  dangerous. 

In  another  quarter  of  the  globe  a  policy  not  unlike  that  of  the 
Afghan  war  may  be  supposed  to  have  had  for  the  present  a  more 
successful  result.  Its  opening  scenes  were  less  prosperous.  But  it  is 
difficult  to  perceive  even  the  materials  in  South  Africa  for  such  a 
oounter-blow  as  .the  catastrophe  of  Cabul.  The  power  painfully 
amassed  by  two  generations  of  strong-handed  African  sovereigns  was 
shattered  by  the  battle  of  Ulundi.  Its  duration  had  always  been  a  stand- 
ing miracle.  It  was  impossible  it  should  survive  the  direct  shock  of  a 
conflict  with  Great  Britain.  That  the  personal  authority  of  Cetawayo 
should  have  outlasted  his  army  even  for  a  day  astonished  English  ob- 
servers. They  have  written  home  to  their  London  newspapers  express- 
ing the  most  nuve  surprise  at  the  contrast  between  the  fact  and  the 
theories  which  were  supplied  to  them  ready  made,  together  with  their 
<>amp  equipage,  on  landing  at  Durban  or  the  Cape.  They  had  been 
told  the  Zulu  throne  was  reared  on  murder  and  terrorism.  As  soon  as 
Xiord  Chelmsford  should  have  entered  the  kingdom,  tribes  and  chiefs 
were  to  go  forth  to  meet  hiTn  with  cries  of  joy  and  thanksgiving  at 
their  redemption  from  a  horrible  yoke.  The  rout  of  Isandlana  post- 
poned for  a  few  months  this  agreeable  issue  to  a  petty  war.  Zulu 


Digitized  by  Google 


570         The  Cost  of  a  Foreign  Policy.  [October 


captains  had  to  keep  their  allegiance  in  default  of  the  presence  of  anjr 
British  commander  to  accept  the  transfer.  After  Ulundi  there  was 
no  longer  any  difficulty  of  this  sort.  Yet  the  Zulu  nation  abstained 
firom  abjuring  its  prince.  Zulu  chiefs  might  admit  the  impossibility 
of  resisting  the  force  of  the  British  Empire ;  but  to  the  bewilderment 
of  special  correspondents,  and  apparently  of  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  him- 
self, they  could  not  be  made  to  understand  that  their  fugitive  king  had 
committed  a  crime  in  asserting  his  independence.  It  is  manifestly 
ridiculous  in  the  present  indmation  of  public  opinion,  so  &r  as  it 
may  be  presumed  to  have  been  represented  by  increasing  majorities 
in  Parliament,  to  intimate  that  it  can  be  anything  less  than  a  crime 
for  a  savage  niler  to  fight  for  his  national  freedom.  What  would  be 
heroic  in  William  Tell  or  Joan  of  Arc  is  effrontery  in  an  Afirican. 
But  now  that  Getewayo's  throne  has  fsdlen,  we  can  at  all  events  do  no 
practical  harm  by  inquiring  on  what  grounds  he  is  declared  to  have 
forfeited  royal  rights  and  the  title  to  be  treated  with  as  representative 
of  the  Zulu  nation.  There  have  been  tyrants  guilty  of  such  atrocities 
against  foreigners  that  a  State  which  has  interfered  to  avenge  the 
affronted  rights  of  hospitality  may  be  pardoned  for  refusing  to  re- 
cognise their  crowns.  On  the  other  hand,  defeat  sometimes  opens  the 
eyes  of  a  monarch's  own  subjects  to  his  incompetence  for  sovereignty. 
The  disaster  of  Sedan  deprived  Napoleon  III.  at  once  of  his  Uberty 
and  of  his  imperial  right  to  negotiate  for  its  restoration.  Getewayo's 
aggressions  upon  England  are,  at  any  rate,  not  of  that  deep  dye 
of  iniquity  which  compels  a  Ghristian  State  to  adjudicate  him  an 
outlaw.  Possibly  the  Zulu  people  might  be  able  to  prove  against 
Natal  settlers  as  many  trespasses  against  it  as  were  committed,  not  by 
Getewayo,  but  by  two  of  Getewayo's  warriors,  against  the  soil  of  Natal. 
A  semi-savage  race  can  scarcely  be  chained  with  a  portentous 
offence  in  not  understanding  the  immunity  of  Zulu  refugees  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Natal  frontier.  It  is  no  slight  admission 
to  concede  that  the  offence  of  the  sons  of  Sirawo  constituted  good 
cause  for  an  invasion.  At  least  the  violation  of  the  colonial 
frontiers,  unaccompanied  by  any  injury  to  British  subjects,  can 
scarcely  be  allowed  to  put  a  king  outside  of  the  pale  of  the  usual 
comity  of  nations.  A  marvellous  hypothesis  was  constructed  after  the 
victory  of  Ulundi  to  explain  the  rejection  of  Getewayo's  overtures* 
Sir  Q^met  Wolseley  acts,  it  must  be  supposed,  on  instructions  fronoi 
the  Golonial  Office,  and  the  Golonial  Office  has  always  disallowed 
the  sufficiency  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere's  excuses  for  war.  Never- 
theless, Sir  Gurnet  informed  a  convention  of  Zulu  chiefis  that 
Getewayo  was  no  longer  king  of  Zululand.  He  assumed  that  the 
Zulu  nation  had  itself  repudiated  their  monarch.  The  Zulu  people 
appeared  to  Sir  Ghimet's  fancy  a  flock  of  sheep  scattered  on  the 
hiiUs  without  a  shepherd.  Never  was  there  a  more  baseless  delusion. 
Getewayo's  military  power  was  broken  at  Ulundi.  But  he  remaiued 
still,  when  a  hopeless  fugitive,  the  king,  like  Alfred  in  the  morasses 
of  Athelney.    Great  Britain  has  the  strength  to  depose  Geteway<^ 
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and  to  split  his  kingdom  into  four,  or  a  hundred  fragments.  We 
fear  posterity  will  cry  shame  upon  such  an  abuse  of  superior  might 
against  even  an  African,  whose  crime  is  that  he  was  too  powerful  to 
be  a  convenient  neighbour.  We  know  well  how  Quixotic  it  would  be 
to  express  a  hope  that  at  this  date  it  might  occur  to  a  British 
Ministry  to  try  the  experiment  of  magnanimity.  It  has  captured  a 
king  with  whom  it  did  not  desire  to  war.  Justice  as  between  private 
men  would  argue  that  it  was  the  duty  of  England,  tmder  proper 
guarantees  of  peaceable  administration,  to  restore  her  prisoner  to  a 
throne.  The  nation  has  heard  much  during  the  last  two  years  of 
British  interests.  Perhaps  generosity,  too,  might  be  found  to  be  a 
British  interest  itself. 

England  in  invading  A%hanistan,  on  the  plea  now  relegated  to 
a  secondary  place,  that  Shore  Ali  was  opening  his  kingdom  to  a 
Russian  attack  upon  India,  adopted  a  course  in  which  victory  was 
sure  to  be  as  embarrassing  as  defeat.  The  invasion  of  Zululand^ 
after  the  initial  blunders  of  the  High  Commissioners  and  the  Com* 
mander-in-Chief  had  spent  their  force,  threatened  little  material 
difficulty.  Zululand  broken  into  petty  principalities  may  be  a 
troublesome,  but  can  hardly  be  a  dangerous  neighbour.  By  degrees 
each  little  State  will  be  absorbed.  The  Zulu  chiefs,  though  they  may 
be  supposed  to  reign,  will  make  not  the  less  excellent  commission  agents 
for  the  supply  of  cheap  labour  to  enterprising  colonists.  That  is  a 
close  of  Zulu  history  comfortable  for  the  Natal  colonists,  if  not 
glorious  for  England.  African  rulers  who  can  fight  battles  like  that 
of  Isandlana,  are  undesirable  personages  from  the  British  colonist's 
point  of  view.  But  we  are  curious  to  learn  the  extent  to 
which  it  is  to  be  accepted  as  an  axiom  of  British  foreign  policy, 
that  to  accumulate  power  on  the  British  frontier  is  high  treason 
against  Great  Britain.  Sir  Bartle  Frere  has  so  lofty  and  virtuous 
a  character,  that  he  can  enunciate  a  tyrant's  cynical  doctrines  with 
the  air  of  an  apostle.  It  is  useless  to  reason  with  him  on  the 
peculiarity  of  the  crime  of  military  prowess  of  which  he  tried  and 
convicted  King  Cetewayo,  even  before  the  calamity  of  Isandlana. 
British  settlers,  as  soon  as  they  have  set  foot  on  a  coast  regard  the 
whole  continent  as  their  own,  as  a  freeholder  claims  from  the  earth's 
centre  to  the  heavens.  Hiat  is  a  colonial  idiosyncrasy.  It  is  fritile 
to  urge  for  the  twentieth  time  upon  the  Conservative  G-ovemment 
that,  if  it  discountenanced  the  pretexts  Sir  Bartle  Frere  assigned  for 
his  expedition,  it  cannot  decorously  punish  even  a  Zulu  king  as  a 
criminal  for  scorning  the  pretexts  Sir  Hicks  Beach  has  refrised  to 
sanction.  But  behind  the  Conservative  Cabinet,  and  its  backers  at 
Westminster,  behind  even  the  virtues  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere,  stands 
the  British  people.  It  has  to  pay  the  bill  of  a  war  of  aggression  and 
spoliation ;  it  will  boar  away  none  of  the  spoils ;  but  if  they  have 
been  achieved  at  the  expense  of  truth  and  justice,  it  will  have  to 
endure  the  disgrace.  The  British  people  cannot  be  burdened  with 
ibis  humiliation,  until,  by  the  usual  methods  in  which  it  makes 
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its  voice  heard,  it  have  accepted  the  acts  of  Sir  Bartle  and  Sir 
Gurnet,  and  their  superiors  at  Whitehall.  In  the  meantime  we  shall 
refuse  to  receive  the.  Solicitor-General,  with  Ws  wrath  at  the  apolo- 
gists for  a  ^  savage,'  and  his  applauding  Launceston  constituents,  as 
sponsors  for  the  £Eiir  name  of  England* 

The  nation  must,  &om  the  necessity  of  things,  be  soon  required 
to  say  whether  its  Ministers  have  guarded  well  its  honour  and  its 
interests.  It  will  decide  on  no  abstract  grounds,  but  by  reference  to 
results.  A  majority  of  Liberal  Englishmen  will  continue  to  think 
that  the  misgoverned  provinces  of  Turkey  had  a  title  to  expect 
moral  if  not  material  aid  &om  this  country.  They  will  continue  to 
think  the  rights  of  humanity  might  have  been  better  recondled 
with  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  and  Asia  by  English  support 
of  the  demands  Loni  Salisbury  made  on  the  Porte  at  the  Con- 
stantinople Conference,  than  by  leaving  to  Bussia  a  monopoly  of  the 
championship  of  oppressed  Christians.  Still,  had  the  influence 
anticipated  from  Lord  Beaconsfield's  patronage  of  the  Porte  been 
exerted .  with  the  effect  of  regenerating  Turkish  resources  and 
bestowing  good  government  on  the  Sultan's  subjects,  even  Liberals 
might  have  learned  to  pardon  Conservative  neglect  of  the  more 
obvious  means  to  the  same  end.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  Shere 
Ali,  in  exchanging  courtesies  and  envoys  with  Tashkend,  did  what 
amounted  to  a  ca^tts  hMi  between  A^hanistan  and  India.  But 
Governments  are  not  to  be  condemned  for  believing  themselves  obliged 
to  aoswer  blow  for  blow,  an  insult  by  an  invasion.  The  punishment 
of  the  Ameer  might  have  been  excused  as  an  unpleasant  necessity. 
Had  a  permanent  British  mission  been  permanently  installed  in  peace 
and  quiet  in  the  Bala  Hissar,  this  country  might  have  been  content. 
There  would  have  been  manifest  want  of  wisdom  in  exploding  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Gt>vemment  of  Bussian  Turkestan  the  ancient 
and  well-weighed  policy  by  which  Indian  Viceroys  refused  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  Afghanistan.  To  that,  however,  the  constituencies  would 
have  been  indifferent  had  the  issue  of  the  transaction  appeared  to  be  a 
willing  identification  of  A%han  interests  with  those  of  England, 

As  it  is,  the  nation  sees  the  Porte  as  corrupt  as  ever  and  more 
feeble.  The  Turkish  treasury  is  bankrupt ;  the  provinces  and  even 
the  vicinity  of  the  capital  are  given  up  to  anarchy.  The  influence 
which  Great  Britain  was  supposed  to  have  bought  by  her  naval 
demonstrations  in  the  Bosphorus,  and  menaces  of  what  she  would  do 
to  the  Bussian  invaders,  is  less  than  in  the  days  of  Abdul  Aziz. 
The  British  Ambassador  is  not  listened  to  when  he  expostu- 
lates on  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property.  He  has  not  influence 
enough  to  have  a  single  cadi  punished  for  false  judgments.  Busaia 
has  been  left  with  power  at  the  Porte  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain, 
and  at  the  same  time  with  the  £a.me,  throughout  the  Christian 
dependencies  of  Turkey,  of  the  vindicator  ,of  liberty.  England  after 
all  her  sacrifices  has  only  assumed  the  position  of  a  guarantor  of 
tyranny.    She  has  accepted  obligations  to  protect  the  Ottoman 
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Qovemmeixt,  and  acquired  no  powers  to  protect  Ottoman  sut>jects. 
In  A^hanistan,  the  invasion  which  was  to  repulse  Bussian  intrigues 
for  ever,  yet  leave  Q-reat  Britain  untrammelled  as  before  by  liability 
for  Aj^han  administration,  has  turned  the  Afghan  people  into  deadly 
enemies.  To  resume  the  old  relations  is  declared  to  be  impossible. 
The  Mission  which  was  to  cement  peace  and  goodwill,  between  Cabul 
and  Calcutta  has  bequeathed  in  the  remembrance  of  its  tragic  fstte  a 
vendetta  of  military  executions  on  one  side  and  savage  vengeances  on 
the  other. 

Liberals  &om  the  first  predicted  that  all  these  miserable  fiEicts  were 
the  legitimate  consequences  of  Conservative  policy.  The  Government 
may  deny  it ;  but  it  can  hardly  allege  that  its  counsels  have  not  had 
very  different  issues  to  any  they  included  in  their  programme  for  the 
public  information.  It  has  been  continually  asking  carte  blanche  of 
the  nation,  which  the  nation  has  as  continually  granted.  The  nation 
supposed  that  the  authority  could  be  filled  up  only  in  one  way, 
whereas  the  Grovemment  has  always  filled  it  up  in  another.  Powers 
given  for  a  specified  purpose  have  been  constantly  used  for  something 
different.  Had  the  consequences  been  good,  though  good  after  a 
different  manner  of  good  to  those  this  kingdom  was  given  to  expect, 
the  deviation  might  have  been  forgiven.  But  it  needs  a  courageous 
partisan  to  assert  that  the  consequences  are  good  after  any  variety  of 
goodness.  A  test  is  whether  the  nation^  could  it  have  foreseen  the 
actual  condition  of  Turkey,  and  the  actual  relations  of  India  and 
Afghanistan,  would  have  either  shored  up  Ottoman  misgovemment,  or 
discarded  Lord  Lawrence's  Afghan  policy  in  favour  of  Lord  Lytton's. 
The  Q-ovemment  may  plead  as  it  i«dll  that  it  is  not  to  blame  for  the 
results;  the  nation  when  it  sits  to  judge  its  rulers  will  decide  by 
what  has  happened,  not  by  what  ought  to  have  happened. 

Crovemments  which  guide  the  State  on  a  path  the  people  had 
not  intended  to  traverse,  do  it  at  their  own  risk.  They  can  seldom 
be  successful  enough  to  satisfy  the  coimtry  that  the  old  courses  would 
not  have  been  more  comfortable.  But  the  present  Government  has 
not  been  successful  at  all.  The  glory  of  a  generous  and  magnanimous 
policy  sometimes  consoles  a  nation  for  sacrifices.  But  each  point  in 
the  policy  of  this  Government  has  been  justified  by  itself  on  the 
special  ground  that  some  particular  insular  interest  required  protec- 
tion. Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord  Salisbury  have  never  ventured  to 
argue  that  the  unity  of  Bulgaria  would  not  have  been  more  beneficial 
to  the  Bulgarian  people  than  its  division.  The  British  negotiators  at 
Berlin,  in  insisting  on  the  division,  knew  that  they  were  offering  up 
the  welfBure  of  that  people  to  a  fear  that  Russia  might  through  a 
united  Bulgaria  command  the  trade  of  the  ^Egean.  Chreat  Britain 
has  pledged  herself  to  protect  Asia  Minor,  not  for  the  sake  of  its 
popiJation,  but  to  bring  Russia  to  a  halt.  She  destroyed  Shore  Ali  for 
the  sake,  not  of  British  India,  but  because  she  imagined  she  saw  the 
shadow  of  Russia  projected  over  it.  Cyprus  is  a  burden,  yet  it  was 
extorted  lest  it  should  be  said  in  England  that  we  were  defending 
Turkey  for  nothing.    A  cause  of  quarrel  has  been  made  with  Cete- 
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wayo,  not  that  he  was  a  tyrant  to  his  own  subjects,  or  that  he  had 
offered  violence  to  ours,  but  positively  because  the  British  Empire 
took  alarm  at  the  power  of  the  Zulu  kingdom.  The  whole  recent 
foreign  policy  has  been  too  little  heroic  to  excuse  its  losses,  and  too 
unsuccessful  to  excuse  its  selfishness.  States  do  not  hold  themselves 
bound  to  rule  their  conduct  by  the  principles  of  private  morality. 
Yet  England  may  be  inclined  to  exact  an  account  from  her  Minist^ 
for  deviations  from  equity  and  right  which  have  left  her  with  a  debt 
of  several  millions  for  the  raid  upon  Zululand,  with  nothing  to  show 
for  it  but  the  recovered  cannon  of  Isandlana,  and  two  broken  nation- 
alities on  her  hands  to  reorganise. 

These  times,  if  any,  want  a  strong  G-ovemment — the  strongest  that 
English  political  resources  can  provide.  A  Government  is  needed 
Liberal  enough  to  afford  to  be  Conservative,  with  sufficient  trust  in 
the  nation's  strength  not  to  be  always  seeing  to  remove  possible 
enemies  from  the  neighbourhood  of  its  frontiers,  with  sufficient  trust 
in  the  nation's  sagacity  not  to  be  always  riding  it  in  blinkers  lest  it 
should  jib  at  crossing  a  bridge.  The  present  Government  seems  for 
the  last  two  years  to  have  been  continually  spying  about  the  circle  of 
the  Empire  to  see  if  there  were  not  some  part  of  the  outworks  it  could 
extend  across  a  neighbour's  boundary  line  to  show  its  cleverness  in 
justifying  the  trespass.  The  defences  were  really  far  stronger  as 
they  were ;  but  Ministers  preferred  the  fEune  of  busybodies  to  being 
thought  inert  or  incapable.  Meanwhile  matters  which  imperatively 
demanded  reform  have  been  utterly  neglected.  The  Ministry  pro- 
voked a  tremendous  European  war  with  as  much  lightness  of  heart 
as  Napoleon  the  Third's  marshals.  Apparently  it  had  itself  no  sort 
of  idea  that  for  the  purposes  of  a  conflict  in  Europe  and  Asia,  without 
reckoning  Africa,  it  could  barely  place  an  army  in  the  field  or  fields 
of  the  size  of  a  Prussian  army  corps.  At  the  moment  its  military 
expenditure  and  its  martial  vaunts  were  exceeding  those  of  a  great 
military  empire,  its  means  of  accomplishing  its  boasts  were  about 
equal  to  those  of  Holland.  The  use  of  the  cat  was  being  upheld  as 
the  mainstay  of  the  efficiency  of  the  British  army,  when  it  was  toler- 
ably clear  that  this  efficiency  was  an  unknown  quantity.  Yet  a 
Cabinet  which  is  ready  to  fight  any  potentate  from  the  Czar  to  him 
of  the  Golden  Foot  has  no  plan  to  su^jest  for  equalising  its  means  a 
little  better  with  its  ambition.  It  does  not  seem  even  to  have  suspected 
what  a  skeleton  was  its  land  force  till  it  was  suddenly  recalled  from 
the  contemplation  of  its  Alnaschar  dreams  by  the  discovery  Lord 
Chelmsford's  prayer  for  reinforcements  compelled,  that  it  possessed 
only  a  basket  of  broken  crockery  to  realize  its  visions  upon.  The 
threadbare  state  of  the  army  remains  a  disgrace  to  its  administrators, 
which  must  be  speedily  repaired  if  future  military  estimates  are  to 
be  voted.  But  a  Government  like  Lord  Beaconsfield's  has  not  the 
courage  to  do  the  work.  To  reform  the  army,  and  give  the  nation 
value  for  its  money,  powerful  interests  must  be  brushed  away  with  an 
unsparing  hand.    No  Conservative  Minister  could  venture  to  cut  out 
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the  rotten  wood  without  fear  of  a  shriek  from  some  indignant  prejudice 
or  vested  right  in  incapacity  seated  astride  of  a  dead  branch. 

Local  administration  and  financial  reform  might  be  instanced  as 
two  specimens  of  a  host  of  domestic  questions  requiring  solution.  For 
these,  and  others  like  them,  a  Conservative  Government,  with  a  couple 
of  wars  on  its  hands  and  others  coming,  has  neither  leisure  nor  courage. 
It  is  afraid,  according  to  Mr.  (Soschen's  taunt,  to  squander  its  majority 
on  measures  which  might  benefit  the  kingdom,  but  would  surely  lose 
an  Administration  some  of  its  votes.  If  even  a  reform  in  the  water 
supply  or  in  the  means  for  extinguishing  fires  transcends  the  vigour 
of  this  Ministry,  it  is  little  likely  to  imdertake  the  heroic  enterprise 
of  devising  a  modus  vivendi  between  England  and  Ireland.  That, 
however,  is  the  prevailing  need  of  England  now.  To  bring  it  to  pass 
would  be  fiEtr  harder  and  far  more  desirable  than  the  acquisition  of 
the  whole  of  Burmah  and  the  whole  of  Zululand  as  a  gift.  What  pos-* 
edbility  there  is  of  its  accomplishment  by  the  existing  Government 
may  be  judged  by  the  Parliamentary  relations  of  Irish  representa* 
tives  and  the  Irish  Secretary.  It  might  be  a  daring  assertion  to 
make  that  a  Liberal  Minister  will  eflFect  it.  There  is  unfortunately 
no  chance  of  being  proved  a  false  prophet  in  predicting  it  to  be 
beyond  the  power  of  any  now  in  office.  A  Minister  who  under* 
takes  the  reconciliation  of  Ireland  with  England  must  not  commence 
by  assuming  every  Irish  grievance  to  be  imaginary.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  the  grossest  Irish  exaggerations  of  maltreatment  by  thQ 
Empire,  there  is  always  a  nucleus  of  truth.  It  may  be  a 
very  minute  thorn  which  has  caused  the  ache ;  but  the  swelling 
will  not  subside  until  it  has  been  extracted.  The  Irish  Gonstabulaiy 
might  probably,  as  was  urged  last  Session,  be  relegated  from  its 
semi-military  discipline  to  its  proper  duties  of  thief-catchers  with 
general  advantage  to  the  community.  Of  a  graver  ordet  of  Irish 
wants  is  the  condition  of  the  Irish  frnnfihisft  and  representation* 
That  is  admitted  by  all  thoughtful  politicians  to  be  an  abuse.  Yet 
modearate  Irishmen  in  vain  appeal  for  refonn.  The  defect  proclaims 
itself  aloud.  What  would  be  a  remedy  may  not  be  very  obvious. 
That  the  Imperial  Parliament  applies  no  remedy  at  all  is  a  con- 
fession either  of  inability  to  cope  with  its  mass  of  work  or  of  care- 
lessness about  Irish  local  affairs.  All  the  demands  of  Irishmen  are 
not  of  that  degree  of  gravity,  or  of  that  definiteness.  Furious  de- 
nunciations of  the  right  of  landlords  to  continue  to  exist  burlesque 
the  serious  aspects  of  the  land  question.  Yet  even  the  most  de- 
clamatory Irishmen  have  cause  to  complain  that  the  Government  and 
the  Legislature  take  it  for  granted  that  the  rights  and  wants  of 
English  tenants  are  a  measure  for  those  of  Irish  tenants.  If  the 
demands  of  one  set  of  Irishmen  are  exorbitant,  it  never  appears  to 
enter  the  mind  of  an  English  Conservative  statesman  that  they  shoidd 
be  encountered  on  their  native  soil  by  the  arguments  of  reason.  To 
proclaim  a  county  when  an  agent  or  a  policeman  is  shot  is  like 
locking  the  stall  door  when  the  steed  is  stolen,  or  applying  an  embro- 
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cation  when  a  dose  of  quinine  is  wanted.  English  Ministers  are 
constantly  repeating  that  Ireland  must  be  r^^arded  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom*  But  they  themselves  treat  it  as  a 
foreign  land.  They  never  show  themselves  in  Ireland  as  they  do  at 
Manchester  or  Glasgow.  The  rumour  of  a  week  ago  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  proposing  to  visit  Dublin  in  October 
appeared  phenomen^  We  shall  be  heartily  glad  to  hear  that  the 
leaider  of  the  House  of  Commons  has  visited  even  Dublin.  Until 
Ministers  take  to  studying  the  Irish  people  on  the  spot  they  will 
neither  understand  Ireland  nor  be  imderstood  by  it. 

Ireland  and  its  grievances  are,  like  the  poor,  always  with  us.  A 
newer  diflSculty  has  lately  presented  itself  in  British  politics  in  the 
shape  of  English  agricultural  grievances.  Lord  Beaconsfield  has  in  vain 
proved  that  he  has  read  and  misunderstood  Ricardo's  theory  of  rent  by 
composing  an  entirely  new  version,  in  the  hope  of  proving  to  his  Buck- 
inghamshire friends  that  flanning  grievances  there  are  none.  The 
grievances  exist  and  are  real  fstcts,  although  the  agriculturists  are  as 
yet  only  in  the  complaining  stage.  They  protest  against  the  hostility 
of  the  seasons,  against  the  partisan  kindness  of  nature  to  the  American 
fermer,  against  the  combination  of  labourers  to  sell  their  labour  at 
the  highest  price.  That  is  only  by  way  of  a  beginning.  After  an 
autumn  like  the  present  landlords  and  land  laws  and  the  L^slatore 
must  expect  their  turn  to  come  for  inscription  among  the  farmer's 
enemies.  Hitherto  the  British  farmer  has  merely  swelled  the  ranks 
of  the  landholding  interest  in  politics.  As  an  independent  poli- 
tician he  is  a  fresh  force.  On  which,  if  on  either,  of  the  two  r^olar 
sides  he  will  range  himself  has  ceased  to  be  certain.  It  is  equally 
uncertain  whether  he  will  set  himself  in  earnest  to  revolutionise  the 
present  system  of  law  which,  by  presuming,  favours  the  existence  of  a 
class  of  landlords  living  on  the  land  and  by  the  land.  The  farmer 
would  be  glad,  it  may  be,  to  dispense  with  lie  landlord,  or  at  least  to 
reduce  him  to  the  ownership  of  a  rent-charge.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  is  less  afraid  of  the  landlord  than  of  the  labourer.  He  woul^  look 
with  the  keenest  jealousy  and  suspicion  on  any  changes  which 
tempted  the  agricultural  labourer  to  aspire  to  rising  into  the 
condition  of  a  peasant  proprietor.  The  demand  for  the  Agricultural 
Commission  was  the  first  authoritative  sign  that  the  &rming  interest 
was  determined  to  exert  political  weight.  The  G-ovemment  some- 
what reluctantly  granted  the  Commission.  Its  demeanour  showed 
that  it  scarcely  needed  the  warning  from  the  Liberal  benches  that 
the  consequences  might  not  be  all  in  favour  of  Conservatism.  That, 
however,  must  depend  on  the  manner  in  which  Conservatives  and 
Liberals  respectively  adapt  themselves  to  the  agricultural  movement. 
Farmers'  votes  govern  the  county  elections,  and  without  its  enormous 
preponderance  of  coimty  votes  the  Conservative  party  would  even 
now  be  in  a  minority.  The  awakening  interest  of  this  great  order  of 
the  community  in  general  politics  is  like  an  island  which  has  sud- 
denly emerged  from  the  sea.  It  is  a  kind  of  No  Man's  Land,  ready 
for  the  first  discoverer  to  appropriate.    Both  sides  in  politics  may 
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well  speculate  on  the  probable  effects  of  the  apparition  of  so  indefinite 
a  power*  But  among  Liberals  the  natural  sentiment  of  anxiety  ought 
to  be  unmixed  with  alarm.  . 

A  period  is  always  one  of  anxiety  when  it  is  classes  rather  than 
questions  which  are  being  agitaied.  Upon  such  a  period  the  country 
seems  to  be  entering  now.  No  special  question,  social  or  political, 
appears  able  to  catch  hold  of  the  popular  mind.  The  criminal  law 
needs  reform  as  much  as  ever ;  yet  Sir  James  Stephen's  Code  was  shelved 
amid  sighs  of  genuine  relief.  Bankruptcy  law  is  a  protection  only  to 
fraudulent  debtors ;  yet  the  honest  portion  of  the  business  community 
is  satisfied  to  let  the  Lord  Chancellor  introduce  Bills  which  everyone 
knows  will  never  pass.  Dissenters  have  their  churchyard  disability 
still ;  yet  they  are  content  to  keep  it  in  store  for  a  more  convenient 
season.  Classes  are  seeking  not  reforms  but  grievances.  Lish 
tenants  have  a  grievance;  but  even  they  do  not  seriously  expect 
to  turn  their  landlords'  rente  into  rent-charges.  Lishmen  have  a 
grievance  against  England ;  but  they  have  no  desire  at  heart  to  be 
cut  adrift.  English  farmers  are  imhappy  about  things  as  they  are, 
whether  it  be  themselves,  or  the  sun  and  rain,  or  the  ground  game 
which  is  at  fault ;  but  they  are  inarticulate  when  they  are  asked  to 
prepare  a  programme  of  change.  Manufacturers  are  fiill  of  com- 
plaints ;^  but  it  is  hard  to  know  whether  it  be  school  boards  or 
Asiatic  famines  at  which  they  murmur.  Their  men  know  they  are 
starving,  and  they  accuse  their  masters'  political  economy  for  their 
children's  pinched  cheeks. 

The  awakening  of  a  healthy  national  anxiety  concerning  some 
scheme  of  legislation  would  be  as  useful  in  such  a  state  of  feeling 
as  a  bad  foot  to  a  man  suffering  from  suppressed  gout.  But  for  the 
people  to  resume  an  intelligent  solicitude  about  public  affairs  at 
home,  their  representatives  must  lead  the  way.  For  Parliament 
to  recommence  its  work  of  setting  right  legislative  shortcomings, 
the  official  nominees  of  the  majority  must  be  as  earnest  in  launching 
l^slatJve  measures  of  their  own  as  when  in  opposition  they  were 
critical  of  those  of  others.  At  present  the  majority  of  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  have  no  faith  in  the  virtues  of  legislation. 
Ministers  are  well  satisfied  to  leave  them  undisturbed.  Both  appear 
to  believe  that  a  minister's  work  is  not  legislative  but  administrative 
only.  They  are  ready  to  challenge  Bussia  to  single  combat.  They 
will  pick  a  quarrel  with  an  Afghan  Ameer.  They  will  condescend  to 
injustice  towards  an  African 'chieftain.  They  are  ready  to  meet  a 
King  of  Burmah  more  than  half  way  should  he  be  seeking  a  pretext 
for  a  collision  with  the  conquerors  of  Pegu.  If  nothing  better  be  at 
hand  in  either  hemisphere  for  their  restless  and  covetous  energies 
to  whet  themselves  upon,  they  will  warn  off  American  and 
German  aspirations  from  Tonga  and  Samoa.  Those  may  all  seem 
to  them  Imperial  concerns,  and  worthy  the  care  of  Imperial 
Ministers:  to  stoop  their  thoughts  to  the  adaptation  of  domestic 
l^slation  to  the  needs  of  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom 
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of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  infinitely  less  to  their  taste. 
Mr.  Cross  has  social  reforms  he  would  be  glad  to  introduce;  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote,  if  he  were  not  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
would  have  views  on  financial  reform ;  Lord  Cairns,  if  he  were  not 
Lord  Chancellor,  might  desire  to  make  law  reasonable  and  intelli- 
gible. But  it  is  not  Mr.  Cross,  or  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  or  Lord 
Cairns  who  pitches  the  key  of  the  Government's  temper  in  the  trans- 
action of  public  business.  The  Conservative  Administration  breathes 
the  spirit  of  Mr.  Lowtber  and  Sir  Hardinge  GKffard.  To  the  Lish 
Secretary  an  appeal  for  legislation  for  Irel^d  sounds  like  an  apology 
for  agrarian  outrages.  Were  the  Solicitor-General  to  hear  Sir 
Samuel  Romilly  plead  against  hanging  for  thefts  in  a  dwelling  house, 
he  would  have  much  to  urge  against  tampering  with  the  sanctity  of 
property. 

We  are  very  far  from  saying  that  programmes  of  domestic  legisla- 
tion should  be  manufactured  with  a  view  to  revive  the  interest  of  the 
country  in  its  own  affairs.  But  certainly  that  sounder  interest  A?ill 
never  be  remembered  so  long  as  the  nation  suffers  itself  to  be 
seduced  into  chasing  shadows  from  the  -Slgean  to  the  Bosphorus, 
from  the  Bosphorus  to  the  Hindoo  Koosh,  back  from  Central  Asia  to 
the  Nile,  and  from  the  Nile  south  to  the  Tugela  and  the  kraals  of 
Zululand.  Ministers  from  sheer  inability  to  occupy  themselves  with 
the  proper  legislative  business  of  a  great  country,  have  encouraged 
the  people  as  well  as  themselves  in  a  habit  of  fore'ign  adventure. 
That  is  a  taste  ruinous  as  legacy-hunting  or  dram-drinking.  It 
empties  the  national  pocket ;  still  worse,  it  takes  the  flavour  out  of 
the  honest  conduct  of  national  life. 
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Mary  Anerlet:  a  Yorkshire  Tale. 
Chaptbb  XVII. 

DEUOATH  INQUntlES. 

AG-ENUINE  summer  day  pays  a  visit  nearly  once  in  the  season  to 
Flamborough;  and  when  it  does  come  it  has  a  wonderful  effect. 
Often  the  sun  shines  brightly  there,  and  often  the  air  broods  hot  with 
thunder ;  but  the  sun  owes  his  brightness  to  sweep  of  the  wind,  which 
sweeps  away  his  warmth  as  well ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  thun- 
der-clouds, like  heavy  smoke  capping  the  headland,  may  oppress  the 
air  with  heat,  but  are  not  of  sweet  summer's  beauty. 

For  once,  however,  the  fine  day  came,  and  the  natives  made 
haste  to  revile  it.  Before  it  was  three  hours  old  they  had  found  a 
hundred  and  fifty  &ults  with  it.  Most  of  the  men  truly  wanted  a 
good  sleep,  after  being  lively  all  the  night  upon  the  waves,  and  the 
heat  and  the  yellow  l^ht  came  in  upon  their  eyes,  and  set  the  flies 
buzzing  all  about  them.  And  even  the  women,  who  had  slept  out 
their  time,  and  talked  quietly,  like  the  clock  ticking,  were  vexed  with 
the  sun,  which  kept  their  kettles  from  good  boiling,  and  wrote  upon 
their  &ces  the  years  of  their  life.  But  each  made  allowance  for  her 
neighbour's  appearance,  on  the  strength  of  the  troubles  she  had  been 
through. 

For  the  matter  of  that,  the  sun  cared  not  the  selvage  of  a  shadow 
what  was  thought  of  him,  but  went  his  bright  way  witii  a  scattering 
of  clouds  and  a  tossing  of  vapours  anywhere.  Upon  the  few  fisher- 
men, who  gave  up  hope  of  deep,  and  came  to  stand  dazed  in  their 
doorways,  the  glare  of  white  walls,  and  chalky  stones,  and  dusty 
roads,  produced  the  same  effect  as  if  they  had  put  on  their  father's 
goggles.  Therefore  they  yawned  their  way  back  to  their  room,  and 
poked  up  the  fire,  without  which,  at  Flamborough,  no  hot  weather 
would  be  half  hot  enough. 

The  children,  however,  were  wide  awake,  and  so  were  the  washer- 
women, whose  turn  it  had  been  to  sleep  last  night  for  the  labours  of 
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the  morning.  These  were  plying  hand  and  tongue  in  a  little  field 
by  the  three  cross  roads,  where  gaffers  and  gammers  of  bygone  time 
had  set  up  troughs  of  proven  wood,  and  the  bilge  of  a  long  storm- 
beaten  boat,  near  a  pool  of  softish  water.  Stout  brown  arms  were 
roped  with  curd,  and  wedding-rings  looked  slippery  things,  and 
thumb-nails  bordered  with  inveterate  black,  like  broad  beans  ripe  for 
planting,  shone  through  a  hubbub  of  snowy  froth ;  while  sluicing,  and 
wringing,  and  rinsing  went  on,  over  the  bubbled  and  lathery  turf ;  and 
every  handy  bush  or  stub,  and  every  tump  of  wiry  grass  was  sheeted 
with  white,  like  a  ship  in  full  sail,  and  shining  in  the  sun-glare. 

From  time  to  time  these  active  women  glanced  back  at  their 
cottages,  to  see  that  the  hearth  was  still  alive,  or  at  their  little 
daughters  squatting  under  the  low  wall  which  kept  them  from  the 
road,  where  they  had  got  all  the  babies  to  nurse,  and  their  toes  and 
other  members  to  compare,  and  dandelion  chains  to  make.  But 
from  their  washing-ground  the  women  could  not  see  the  hill  that  brings 
to  the  bottom  of  the  village  the  crooked  road  from  Sewerby.  Down 
that  hill  came  a  horseman  slowly,  with  nobody  to  notice  him,  though 
himself  on  the  watch  for  everybody ;  and  there  in  the  bottom  below 
the  first  cottage,  he  allowed  his  horse  to  turn  aside  and  cool  hot 
feet  and  leathery  lips,  in  a  brown  pool  spread  by  Providence  for  the 
comfort  of  wayworn  roadsters. 

The  horse  looked  as  if  he  had  laboured  fiu*,  while  his  rider  was 
calmly  resting ;  for  the  cross-felled  sutures  of  his  flank  were  crusted 
with  gray  perspiration,  and  the  runnels  of  his  shoulders  were 
dabbled ;  and  now  it  behoved  him  to  be  careful  how  he  sucked  the 
earthy-flavoured  water,  so  as  to  keep  time  with  the  heaving  of  his 
barrel.  In  a  word,  he  was  drinking  as  if  he  would  burst — as  his 
ostler  at  home  often  told  him — ^but  the  clever  old  roadster  knew 
better  than  that,  and  timing  it  well  between  snorts  and  coughs  was 
tightening  his  girths  with  deep  pleasure. 

'  Enough,  my  friend,  is  as  good  as  a  feast,'  said  his  rider  to  him 
gently,  yet  strongly  pulling  up  the  fer-stretched  head;  *and  too 
much  is  worse  thim  fimine.' 

The  horse,  though  he  did  not  belong  to  this  gentleman,  but  was 
hired  by  him  only  yesterday,  had  alres^y  discovered  that,  with  him 
on  his  back,  his  own  judgment  must  lie  dormant,  so  that  he  quietly 
whisked  his  tail  and  glanced  with  regret  at  the  waste  of  his  drip, 
and  then,  with  a  roundabout  step,  to  prolong  the  pleasure  of  this 
little  wade,  sadly  but  steadily  out  he  walked,  and,  after  the  necessary 
shake,  began  his  first  invasion  of  the  village.  His  rider  said  nothing, 
but  kept  a  sharp  look-out. 

Now  this  was  Master  Greoflfrey  Mordacks,  of  the  ancient  city  of 
York,  a  general  factor  and  land  agent.  What  a  *  general  factor  *  is, 
or  is  not,  none  but  himself  can  pretend  to  say,  even  in  these  days 
of  definition,  and  far  less  in  times  when  thought  was  loose;  and 
perhaps  Mr.  Mordacks  would  rather  have  it  so.  But  anyone  who 
paid  him  well  could  trust  him,  according  to  the  ancient  state  of 
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'iJungs.  To  look  at  him,  nobody  would  even  dare  to  think  thatv 
money  could  be  a  consideration  to  him,  or  the  name  of  it  other  than 
an  iiisult.  So  loffy  and  steadfast  his  whole  appearance  was,  and 
he  put  back  his  d[ioulders  so  manfully.  Upright,  stiff,  and  well- 
appointed  with  a  Soman  nose,  he  rode  with  the  seat  of  a  soldier, 
and  the  decision  of  a  tax-collector.  From  his  long  steel  spurs  to  his 
hard  coned  hat  not  a  soft  line  was  there,  nor  a  feeble  curve.  Stem 
honesty,  and  strict  purpose  stamped  every  open  piece  of  him  so 
strictly,  that  a  man  in  a  hedgerow  fostering  devious  principles,  and 
resolved  to  try  them,  could  do  no  more  than  run  away,  and  be  thankful 
for  the  chance  of  it. 

But  in  those  rough  and  dangerous  times,  when  thousands  of 
people  were  starving,  the  view  of  a  pistol-butt  went  further  than 
sternest  aspect  of  strong  eyes.  Geoffrey  Mordacks  well  knew  this, 
and  did  not  neglect  his  knowledge.  The  brown  walnut  stock  of  a 
heavy  pistol  shone  above  either  holster,  and  a  cavalry  sword  in  a 
leathern  scabbard  hung  within  easy  reach  of  hand.  Altogether  thk 
gentleman  seemed  not  one  to  be  rashly  attacked  by  daylight. 

No  man  had  ever  dreamed  as  yet  of  coming  to  this  outlandish 
place  for  pleasure  of  the  prospect.  So  that  when  this  lonely  rider 
was  descried  from  the  washing-field  over  the  low  wall  of  the  lane, 
the  women  made  up  their  minds  at  once  that  it  must  be  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  or  some  great  rider  of  the  Eevenue,  on  his  way  to  see  Dr. 
Upandown,  or  at  the  least  a  high  constable  concerned  with  some  great 
«heep-stealing.  Not  that  any  such  crime  was  known  in  the  village 
itself  of  Flamborough,  which  confined  its  operations  to  the  sea ;  but 
in  the  outer  world  of  land  that  malady  was  rife  just  now,  and  a 
Flamborough  man,  too  fond  of  mutton,  had  farmed  some  sheep  on 
the  downs,  and  lost  them,  which  was  considered  a  judgment  on  him 
for  wilfully  quitting  ancestral  ways. 

But  inst^Eui  of  turning  at  the  comer  where  the  rector  was  trying 
to  grow  some  trees,  the  stranger  kept  on  along  the  rugged  highway, 
and  between  the  straggling  cottages,  so  that  the  women  rinsed  theif 
arms,  and  turned  round  to  take  a  good  look  at  him,  over  the 
brambles  and  furze,  and  the  wall  of  chalky  flint  and  mbble. 

'  This  is  just  what  I  wanted,'  thought  Geoflrey  Mordacks ;  '  skill 
xaakes  luck,  and  I  am  always  lucky.  Now,  first  of  all,  to  recruit  the 
inner  man.' 

At  this  time  Mrs.  Theophila  Precious,  generally  called  '  Tapsy,' 
the  widow  of  a  man  who  had  been  lost  at  sea,  kept  the  *  Cod  with 
a  Hook  in  his  Gills,'  the  only  hostelry  in  Flamborough  village; 
although  there  was  another  towards  the  Landing.  The  cod  had  been 
painted  from  life — or  death — by  a  clever  old  fisherman  who  under- 
stood him,  and  he  looked  so  firm,  and  stiff,  and  hard,  that  a  healthy 
man,  with  purse  enough  to  tire  of  butcher's  meat,  might  grow  in 
appetite  by  gazing.  Mr.  Mordacks  pulled  up,  and  fixed  steadfast  eyes 
upon  this  noble  fish ;  the  while  a  score  of  sharp  eyes  from  the  green 
and  white  meadow  were  fixed  steadfastly  on  him. 
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<  How  he  shines  with  salt  water  I  How  firm  he  looks,  and  his 
gills  as  bright  as  a  rose  in  Jmie !  I  have  never  yet  tasted  a  cod  at 
first  hand.  It  is  early  in  the  day^  but  the  air  is  hungry*  My  ex- 
penses are  paid,  and  I  mean  to  live  well ;  for  a  strong  mind  will  be 
required.    I  will  have  a  cut  out  of  that  fish,  to  b^;in  with.' 

Inditing  of  this,  and  of  matters  even  better,  the  rider  turned 
into  the  yard  of  the  inn,  where  an  old  boiBit  (as  usual)  stood  for  a 
horse-trough,  and  sea-tubs  served  as  buckets.  Strong  sunshine  glared 
upon  the  over-saling  tiles,  and  white  buckled  walls,  with  cracky 
lintels ;  but  nothing  showed  life,  except  an  old  yellow  cat,  and  a  pair 
of  house-martins  who  had  scarcely  time  to  breaUie,  such  a  numb^  of 
little  heads  flipped  out  with  a  wMte  flap  under  the  beak  of  each,  de- 
manding momentous  victuaUing.  At  these  the  yellow  cat  winked 
with  dreamy  joyfiilness,  well  aware  how  fat  they  would  be  when  they 
came  to  tumble  out. 

<  What  a  place  of  vile  laziness  I '  grumbled  Mr.  Mordacks,  as  he 
got  off  his  horse,  after  vainly  shouting  ^  Hostler  I '  and  led  him  to  the 
byre,  which  did  duty  for  a  stable.  <  York  is  a  lazy  hole  enough ;  bat 
the  further  you  go  from  it  the  lazier  they  get.  No  energy,  no  move- 
ment, no  ambition  anywhere.  What  a  country,  what  a  {>eople  t  I 
shall  have  to  go  back  and  enlist  the  washerwomen.' 

A  Yorksfadreman  might  have  answered  this  complaint,  if  he 
thought  it  deserving  of  an  answer,  by  requesting  Master  Mordacks 
.  not  to  be  so  over-quick,  but  to  bide  a  wee  bit  longer  before  he  made 
so  sure  of  the  vast  superiority  of  his  own  wit,  for  the  long  heads 
might  prove  better  than  the  sharjj  ones  in  the  end  of  it.  However, 
the  general  factor  thought  that  he  could  not  have  come  to  a  better 
place  to  get  all  that  he  wanted  out  of  everybody.  He  put  away  his 
saddle,  and  the  saddle-bags  and  sword,  in  a  rough  old  sea-chest  with 
a  padlock  to  it,  and  having  a  sprinkle  of  chaff  at  the  bottom.  Then 
he  calmly  took  the  key,  as  if  the  place  were  his,  gave  his  horse  a 
rackful  of  long-cut  grass,  and  presented  himself,  with  a  lordly  aspect^ 
at  the  front  door  of  the  silent  inn.  Here  he  made  noise  enough  to  stir 
the  dead ;  and  at  the  conclusion  of  a  reasonable  time,  during  whidi 
she  had  finished  a  pleasant  dream  to  the  simmering  of  the  kitchen 
pot,  the  landlady  showed  herself  in  the  distance,  feeling  for  her  keys 
with  one  hand,  and  rubbing  her  eyes  with  the  other.  This  was  the 
head-woman  of  the  village,  but  seldom  tyrannical,  unless  ill-treated, 
Widow  Precious,  tall  and  square,  and  of  no  mean  capacity. 

*  Young  mon,'  with  a  deep  voice  she  said,  *  what  is  tha'  deein' 
wi'  aw  that  clatter  ? ' 

'  Alas,  my  dear  madam,  I  am  not  a  young  man ;  and  therefore 
time  is  more  precious  to  me.  I  have  Uved  out  half  my  allotted 
span,  and  shall  never  complete  it,  unless  I  get  food*' 

*  T'  life  o'  mon  is  aw  a  hoory,'  replied  Widow  Precious  with  slow 
truth.    '  Young  mon,  what  11  ye  hev  ? ' 

'  Dinner,  madam ;  dinner  at  the  earliest  moment.  I  have  ridden 
far,  and  my  back  is  sore,  and  my  substance  is  calling  for  renewaL' 
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^  Ate,  ate,  ate,  that's  t'  waa  of  aw  menkins.  Bud  ye  maa  coom  in, 
and  crack  it.' 

'Madam,  you  are  most  hospitable;  and  the  place  altogether 
seems  to  be  of  that  description.  What  a  beautiful  room  t  May  I 
dt  down  ?  I  perceive  a  fine  smell  of  most  delicate  soup.  Ah,  you 
know  how  to  do  things  at  Flamborough.' 

*  Young  mon,  ye  can  ha'  nune  of  yon  potty.  Yen's  for  mesell 
and  t'  childer.' 

'  My  excellent  hostess,  mistake  me  not.  I  do  not  aspire  to  such 
lofty  pot-luck.  I  simply  referred  to  it  as  a  proof  of  your  admirable 
culinary  powers.' 

*  Yen's  be^  words.   What  'U  ye  hev  te  ate  ? ' 

'  A  fish  like  that  upon  your  sign-post,  madam ;  or  at  least  the 
upper  half  of  him,  and  three  dozen  oysters  just  out  of  the  sea,  swim- 
mii^  in  their  own  juice,  with  lovely  melted  butter.' 

^  Young  mon,  hast  tha'  gotten  t'  brass  ?  Them  'at  ates  oSens 
fbigets  t'  reck'nin'.' 

'  Yes,  madam,  I  have  the  needful  in  abundance.  Ecce  signvm  ! 
Which  is  Latin,  madam,  for  the  stamp  of  the  king  upon  twenty 
guineas.  One  to  be  deposited  in  your  feiir  hand  for  a  taste,  for  a 
sniff,  madam,  such  as  I  had  of  your  pot.* 

^Na,  na.  No  tokkins  till  a'  aimed  them.  What  ood  your 
warship  be  for  ating  when  a'  boileth  ?' 

The  general  fiwjtor,  perceiving  his  way,  was  steadfast  to  the  shoul- 
der-cut of  a  decent  cod ;  and  though  the  full  season  was  scarcely  yet 
come^  Mrs.  Precious  knew  where  to  find  one.  Oysters  there  were 
none,  but  she  gave  him  boiled  limpets,  and  he  thought  it  the  manner 
of  the  place  that  made  them  tough.  After  these  things  he  had  a 
duck  of  the  noblest  and  best  that  lived  anywhere  in  England.  Such 
ducks  were  then,  and  perhaps  are  still,  the  most  remarkable  residents 
-of  Flamborough.  Not  only  because  the  air  is  fine,  and  the  puddles 
and  the'dabblings  of  extraordinary  merit,  and  the  wind  fluffs  up  their 
pretty  feathers  while  aUve,  as  the  eloquent  poulterer  by-and-by  will 
do ;  but  because  they  have  really  distinguished  birth,  and  adventurous, 
chivalrous,  and  bright  blue  Norman  blood.  To  such  purpose  do  the 
gay  young  Vikings  of  the  world  of  quack  pour  in  (when  the  weather 
and  the  time  of  year  invite),  equipped  with  red  boots  and  plumes  of 
purple  velvet,  to  enchant  the  coy  lady  ducks  in  soft  water,  and 
eclipse  the  femiliar  and  too  legal  drake.  For  a  while  they  revel  in 
the  change  of  scene,  the  luxury  of  imsalted  mud  and  scarcely  rippled 
water,  and  the  sweetness  and  culture  of  tame  diUyducks,  to  whom 
their  brilliant  bravery,  as  well  as  an  air  of  romance  and  billowy  peril 
commend  them  too  seductively.  The  responsible  sire  of  the  pond  is 
grieved,  sinks  his  unappreciated  bill  into  his  back,  and  vainly  reflects 
upon  the  vanity  of  love. 

From  a  loftier  point  of  view,  however,  this  is  a  fine  provision ; 
jmd  Mr.  Mordacks  always  took  a  lofty  view  of  everything. 

^  A  beautifol  duck,  ma'am,  a  very  grand  duck  I '  in  his  usual  loud 
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and  masterful  tone,  he  exclaimed  to  Widow  Precious.  ^  I  understand 
your  question  now  as  to  my  ability  to  pay  for  him.  Madam,  he  'v^ 
worth  a  man's  last  shilling.  A  goose  is  a  smaller,  and  a  coarser  birtL 
In  what  manner  do  you  get  them  ? ' 

^  They  gets  their  own  sells,  wi'  the  will  of  the  Lord.  What  will 
your  wai^ip  be  for  ating,  come  after  ? ' 

^  None  of  your  puddings  and  pies,  if  you  please,  nor  your  excellent 
jellies  and  custards.  A  r^  Dutch  cheese,  with  a  pat  of  fresh  butter, 
and  another  imperial  pint  of  ale.' 

'  Now  yon  is  what  I  call  a  man,'  thought  Mrs.  Precious,  haviD^ 
neither  pie  nor  pudding,  as  Master  Mordacks  was  well  aware ;  ^  ais^ 
to  please,  and  a'  knoweth  what  a'  wants.  A'  mought  a'  been  bom  i' 
Flaambro.   A'  maa  baide  for  a  week,  if  a'  hath  the  tokens.' 

Mr.  Mordacks  felt  that  he  had  made  his  footing;  but  he  was  not 
the  man  to  abide  for  a  week,  where  a  day  would  suit  his  puriK>ee. 
His  rule  was  never  to  beat  about  the  bush  when  he  could  break 
through  it,  and  he  thought  that  he  saw  his  way  to  do  so  now.  Having 
finished  his  meal,  he  set  down  his  knife  with  a  bang,  sat  upright  in 
the  oaken  chair,  and  gazed  in  a  bold  yet  pleasant  manner  at  the 
sturdy  hostess. 

*  You  are  wondering  what  has  brought  me  here.  That  I  will  tell 
you  in  a  very  few  words.  Whatever  I  do  is  straightforward,  madam;, 
and  all  the  world  may  know  it.  That  has  been  my  character  through- 
out life ;  and  in  that  respect  I  differ  from  the  great  bulk  of  mankind.. 
You  Flamborough  folk,  however,  are  much  of  the  very  same  nature  as  I 
am.  We  ought  to  get  on  well  together.  Times  are  very  bad,  very 
bad  indeed.  I  could  put  a  good  trifle  of  money  in  your  way ;  but  you 
tell  the  truth  without  it,  which  is  very,  very  noble.  Yet  people  with 
a  family  have  duties  to  discharge  to  them,  and  must  sacrifice  fheir 
feelings  to  affection.  Fifty  guineas  is  a  tidy  little  figure,  ma'am. 
With  the  famine  growing  in  the  land,  no  parent  should  turn  his 
honest  back  upon  fifty  guineas.  And  to  get  the  gold,  and  do  good 
at  the  same  time,  is  a  very  rare  chance  indeed.' 

This  speech  was  too  much  for  Widow  Precious  to  carry  to  her 
settled  judgment,  and  get  verdict  in  a  breath.  She  liked  it,  on  the 
whole,  but  yet  there  might  be  many  things  upon  the  o£her  side;  aa 
she  did  what  Flamborough  generally  does,  when  desirous  to  consider 
things,  as  it  generally  is.  That  is  to  say,  she  stood  with  her  feet  well 
apart,  and  her  arms  akimbo,  and  her  head  thrown  back  to  give  the 
hinder  part  a  rest,  and  no  sign  of  speculation  in  her  eyes,  although 
they  certainly  were  not  dull.  When  these  good  people  are  in  this 
frame  of  mind  and  body,  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  they  look  more 
wise,  or  foolish.  Mr.  Mordacks,  impatient  as  he  was,  even  after  80 
fine  a  dinner,  was  not  far  from  catching  the  infection  of  slow  thought, 
which  spreads  itself  as  pleasantly  as  that  of  slow  discourse. 

^  You  are  heeding  me,  madam ;  you  have  quick  wits,'  he  said^ 
without  any  sarcasm,  for  she  rescued  the  time  from  waste  by  affording 
a  study  of  the  deepest  wisdom;  *you  are  wondering  how  the  money 
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is  to  come,  and  whether  it  brings  any  risk  with  it.  Ko,  Mistress 
Precious,  not  a  particle  of  risk.  A  little  honest  speaking  is  the  one 
thing  needed.' 

*  The  money  cometh  scores  of  times,  more  freely  fra'  wrong-doing.* 
^  Your  observation,  madam,  shows  a  deep  acquaintance  with  the 

human  race.  Too  often  the  money  does  come  so ;  and  thus  it  becomes 
mere  manmion.  On  such  occasions  we  should  wash  our  hands^  and 
not  forget  the  charities.  But  the  beauty  of  mo^iey,  fairly  come  by, 
is  that  we  can  keep  it  all.  To  do  good  in  getting  it,  and  do  good 
with  it,  and  to  feel  ourselves  better  in  every  way,  and  our  dear 
children  happier — ^this  is  the  true  way  of  considering  the  question. 
I  saw  some  pretty  little  dears  peeping  in,  and  wanted  to  give  them 
a  token  or  two,  for  I  do  love  superior  children.  But  you  called  them 
away,  madam.    You  are  too  stem.' 

Widow  Precious  had  plenty  of  sharp  sense  to  tell  her  that  her 
children  were  by  no  means  '  pretty  dears '  to  anybody  but  herself, 
and  to  herself  only  when  in  a  very  soft  state  of  mind  ;  at  other  times 
they  were  but  three  gew-mouthed  lasses,  and  two  looby  loons  with 
teeth  enough  for  crunching  up  the  dripping-pan. 

*Your  warship  spaketh  fair,'  she  said;  'a'most  too  fair,  Pm 
doubting.  Wad  ye  say  what  the  maning  is,  and  what  name  goeth 
pledge  for  the  feefty  poon,  sir  ? ' 

*  Mistress  Precious,  my  meaning  always  is  plainer  than  a  pike- 
staff; and  as  to  pledges,  the  pledge  is  the  hard  cash  down  upon 
the  nail,  ma'am.' 

*  Bank-tokkins,  mayhap,  and  I  prummeese  to  paa,  with  a  sign  of 
the  Dragon,  and  a  woman  among  sheeps.' 

*  MfSam,  a  bag  of  solid  gold  that  can  be  weighed  and  counted. 
Fifty  new  guineas  from  the  mint  of  King  George,  in  a  waterproof  bag 
joBt  fit  to  be  buried  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  or  well  under  the  thatch, 
or  sewn  up  in  the  sacking  of  your  bedstead,  ma'am.  Ah,  pretty 
dreams,  what  pretty  dreams,  with  a  virtuous  knowledge  of  having 
done  the  right  I  Shall  we  say  it  is  a  bargain,  ma'am,  and  wet  it  with 
a  glass,  at  my  expense,  of  the  crystal  spring  that  comes  under  the  sea?' 

*  Naw,  sir,  naw ! — ^not  till  I  knaw  what.  I  niver  trafficks  with  the 
Divil,  sir.    There  wur  a  chap  of  Maambro'  deed  ^' 

'  My  good  madam,  I  cannot  stop  all  day.  I  have  far  to  rid6 
before  nightfall.  All  tiiat  I  want  is  simply  this,  and  having  gone  bo 
far  I  must  tell  you  all,  or  make  an  enemy  of  you.  I  want  to  match 
this ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  can  be  matched  in  Flam- 
borough.    Produce  me  the  fellow  and  I  pay  vou  fifty  guineas.' 

With  these  words  Mr.  Mordacks  took  from  an  inner  pocket  a 
little  pill-box,  and  thence  produced  a  globe,  or  rather  an  oblate 
spheroid,  of  bright  gold,  rather  larger  than  a  musket-ball,  but  fluted 
or  crenelled  like  a  poppy-head,  and  stamped  or  embossed  with  marks 
like  letters.  Widow  Precious  looked  down  at  it,  as  if  to  think  what 
an  extraordinary  thing  it  was,  but  truly  to  hide  firom  the  stranger 
her  -jBurprise  at  the  sudden  recognition.  For  Eobin  Lyth  was  a  fore- 
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most  favourite  of  hers,  and  most  useful  to  her  vocation  ;  and  neither 
fifty  guineas  nor  five  hundred  should  lead  her  to  do  him  an  injuiy. 
At  a  glance  she  had  known  that  this  bead  must  belong  to  the  set  firbm 
which  Bobin's  ear-rings  came;  and  perhaps  it  was  her  conscience 
which  helped  her  to  suspect  that  a  trap  was  being  laid  for  the  free- 
trade  hero.  To  recover  herself,  and  have  time  to  think,  as  well  as 
for  closer  discretion,  she  invited  Master  Mordacks  to  the  choice 
g^est-chamber. 

<  Set  ye  doon,  sir,  hereaboot,'  she  said,  op^iing  a  solid  door  into 
the  inner  room ; '  neaver  gain  no  fear  at  aw'  o'  crackin'  o'  the  setties ; 
fairm,  fidrm  anoo'  they  be,  thoo  sketterish  o'  their  lukes,  sir.  Set 
ye  doon,  your  warship;  faity  poons  desarveth  a  good  room,  wi'oot 
ony  lugs  o'  anemees.' 

^  ^V^at  a  beautiful  room  I '  exclaimed  Mr.  Mordacks ;  ^  and  how 
it  savours  of  the  place  I  I  never  should  have  thought  of  finding 
art  and  taste  of  such  d^ee,  in  a  little  place  like  Flamborough. 
Why,  madam,  you  must  have  inherited  it  direct  firom  the  Danes 
themselves.' 

^Naw,  sir,  naw.  I  fetched  it  aw'  oop  fra'  the  breck  of  the  say 
and  the  cobbles.   Bookfolk  tooneth  naw  heed  o'  what  we  do.' 

'Well,  it  is  worth  a  great  deal  of  heed.  Lovely  patterns  of 
seaweed  on  the  floor,  no  carpet  can  compare  with  them;  shelves 
of — am  sure  I  don't  know  what — ^fished  up  from  the  deep  no 
doubt ;  and  shells  innumerable,  and  stones  that  glitter,  and  fish  like 
glass,  and  tufts  like  lace,  and  birds  with  most  wonderful  things  in 
tiieir  mouths ;  Mistress  Precious,  you  are  too  bad.  The  whole  of  it 
ought  to  go  to  London,  where  they  make  collections ! ' 

'  Lor,  sir,  how  ye'  da  be  lafl^'  at  me.  But  purty  maa  be  said  of 
'em  wi'out  ony  lees.* 

The  landlady  smiled  as  she  set  for  him  a  chair,  towards  whidi  he 
trod  gingerly  and  picking  every  step,  for  his  own  sake  as  well  as  of  the 
garniture.  For  the  black  oak  floor  was  so  oiled  and  polished,  to  set 
off  the  pattern  of  the  sea-flowers  on  it  (which  really  were  kid  with  no 
mean  taste,  and  no  small  sense  of  colour),  that  for  slippery  boots 
there  was  some  peril. 

'  This  is  a  sacred  as  well  as  beautiful  place,'  said  Mr.  Mordacks. 
<I  may  finish  my  words  with  safety  here.  Madam,  I  commend 
your  prudence  as  well  as  your  excellent  skill  and  industry.  I  should 
like  to  bring  my  daughter  Arabella  here ;  what  a  lesson  she  would 
gain  for  tapestry  1  But  now  again,  for  business.  What  do  you  say  ? 
Unless  I  am  nnstaken,  you  have  some  knowledge  of  the  matter 
depending  on  this  bauble.  You  must  not  suppose  that  I  came  to 
you  at  random.  No,  madam,  no ;  I  have  heard  feir  away  of  your 
great  intelligence,  caution,  and  skill,  and  influence  in  this  important 
town.  "  Mistress  Precious  is  the  Mayor  of  Flamborough,"  was  iaaid 
te  me  only  last  Saturday ;  "  if  you  would  study  the  wise  people  tmere, 
hang  up  your  hat  in  her  noble  hostelry."  Madam,  I  have  tftken 
that  advice,  and  heartily  rejoice  at  doing  so.   I  am  a  maa  of 
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few  words,  very  few  words — as  you  must  have  seen  already — ^but  of 
the  strictest  straightforwardness  in  deeds.  And  now  again,  what  do 
you  say,  ma'am?' 

^  Your  warship  hath  left  ma  nowt  to  saa.  Your  warship  hath 
had  the  mooth  aw  to  yoselL' 

^Now  Mistress,  Mistress  Precious,  truly  that  is  a  little  too  bad 
of  you.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  help  admiring  things  which  are 
utterly  beyond  me  to  describe,  and  a  dinner  of  such  cooking  may 
^enlarge  the  tongue,  after  all  the  fine  things  it  has  been  roU^g  in. 
But  business  is  my  motto,  in  the  fewest  words  that  may  be.  You 
know  what  I  want;  you  will  keep  it  to  yourself,  othermse  other 
people  might  demand  the  money.  Through  very  simple  channels, 
you  will  find  out  whether  the  fellow  thing  to  this  can  be  found 
here,  or  elsewhere ;  and  if  so,  who  has  got  it,  and  how  it  wais  come 
by,  and  everything  else  that  can  be  learned  about  it ;  and  when  you 
know  all,  you  just  make  a  mark  on  this  piece  of  paper,  ready  folded, 
and  addressed ;  and  then  you  will  seal  it,  and  give  it  to  the  man  who 
-calls  for  the  letters  nearly  twice  a  week.  And  when  I  get  that,  I 
•come  and  eat  another  duck,  and  have  oysters  ¥dth  my  codfish, 
which  to-day  we  could  not  have,  except  in  the  form  of  mussels, 
ma'am.' 

*  Naw,  not  a  moosel — they  was  aw*  gude  flithers.' 

^  Well  ma'am,  they  may  have  been  unknown  animals ;  but  good 
they  were,  and  as  fresh  as  the  day.  Now,  you  will  remember  that 
my  desire  is  to  do  good.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  revenue, 
nor  the  magistrates,  nor  his  Majesty.  I  shall  not  even  go  to  your 
parson,  who  is  the  chief  authority,  I  am  told ;  for  I  wish  this  matter 
to  be  kept  quiet,  and  beside  the  law  altogether.  The  whole  credit  of  it 
shall  belong  to  you,  and  a  truly  good  action  you  will  have  performed, 
and  done  a  little  good  for  your  own  good  self.  As  for  this  trinket, 
I  do  not  leave  it  with  you,  but  I  leave  you  this  model  in  wax,  ma'am, 
made  by  my  daughter,  who  is  very  clever.  From  this  you  can  judge 
quite  as  well  as  from  the  other.  If  there  are  any  more  of  these 
things  in  Flamborough,  as  I  have  strong  reason  to  believe,  you  will 
know  best  where  to  find  them,  and  I  need  not  tell  you  that  they  are 
almost  certain  to  be  in  the  possession  of  a  woman.  You  know  ail  the 
women,  and  you  skilfully  inquire,  without  even  letting  them  suspect 
it.  Now,  I  ehall  just  stretch  my  legs  a  little,  and  look  at  your  noble 
prospect,  and  in  three  hours' time  a  little  more  refreshment,  and  then. 
Mistress  Precious,  you  see  the  last  of  your  obedient  servant,  until 
you  demand  from  him  fifty  gold  guineas.' 

After  seeing  to  his  horse  again,  he  set  forth  for  a  stroll,  in  the 
^urse  of  which  he  met  with  Dr.  LFpround  and  his  daughter.  The 
rector  look  hard  at  this  distinguished  stranger,  as  if  he  desired  to 
know  his  name,  and  expected  to  be  accost^  by  him,  while  quick 
Miss  Janetta  glanced  with  undisguised  suspicion,  and  asked  her 
&ther,  so  that  Mr.  Mordacks  overheard  it,  what  business  such  a 
Jnan  could  have,  and  what  could  he  come  spying  after,  in  their  quiet 
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parish?  The  general  factor  raised  his  hat  and  passed  cm  with  a 
tranquil  smile,  taking  the  crooked  path  which  leads  along  and  around 
the  cliffs,  by  way  of  the  lighthouse,  from  the  north  to  the  southern 
landing.  The  present  lighthouse  was  not  yet  built;  but  an  old 
round  tower,  which  still  exists,  had  long  been  used  as  a  signal-station^ 
for  semaphore  by  day,  and  at  night  for  beacon,  in  the  times  of  war 
and  tumult;  and  most  people  called  it  the  ^Monument.'  This 
station  was  now  of  very  small  importance,  and  sometimes  did  nothings 
for  a  year  together ;  but  still  it  was  very  good  and  useful,  because  it 
enabled  an  ancient  tar,  whose  feet  had  been  carried  away  by  a 
cannon-ball,  to  draw  a  little  money  once  a  month,  and  to  tiiink 
himself  still  a  fine  British  bulwark* 

In  the  summer  time,  this  hero  always  slung  his  hanmiock  hare^ 
with  plenty  of  wind  to  rock  him  off  to  sleep ;  but  in  winter  king 
iBolus  himself  could  not  have  borne  it.  ^  Monument  Joe,'  as  almost 
everybody  called  him,  was  a  queer  old  character  of  days  gone  by. 
Sturdy  and  silent,  but  as  honest  as  the  sun,  he  made  his  rounds  as 
regularly  as  that  great  orb,  and  with  equally  beneficent  object.  For 
twice  a  day  he  stumped  to  fetch  his  beer  from  Widow  Precious,  and 
the  third  time  to  get  his  little  pannikin  of  grog.  And  now  the  time- 
was  growing  for  that  last  important  duty,  when  a  stranger  stood 
before  him  with  a  crown-piece  in  his  hand. 

'Now  don't  get  up,  captain,  don't  distiurb  yourself,'  said  Mr* 
Mordacks  graciously ;  *  your  coimtry  has  claimed  your  activity,  I  see,, 
and  I  hope  it  makes  amends  to  you.  At  the  same  time,  I  know  that 
it  very  seldom  does.  Accept  this  little  tribute  from  the  admiration 
of  a  friend.' 

Old  Joe  took  the  silver  piece  and  rung  it  on  his  tin  tobacco-box^ 
then  stowed  it  inside,  and  said,  *  Gammon  I    What  d'ye  want  of  me  ? ' 

*Your  manners,  my  good  sir,  are  scarcely  on  a  par  with  your 
merits.    I  bribe  no  man ;  it  is  the  last  thing  I  would  ever  dream  of 
doing.    But  whenever  a  question  of  memory  arises,  I  have  often 
observed  a  great  failure  of  that  power,  without — without,  if  you  will 
excuse  the  expression,  the  administration  of  a  little  grease.' 

'Smooggling?  Aught  about  smooggling?'  Old  Joe  shut  his. 
mouth  sternly;  for  he  hated  and  scorned  the  coastguards,  whose  wages 
were  shamefully  above  his  own,  and  who  had  the  impudence  to  order 
him  for  signals;  while  on  the  other  hand  he  found  free-trade  a 
policy  liberal,  enlightening,  and  inspiriting. 

'No,  captain,  no ;  not  a  syllable  of  that.  You  have  been  in  this 
place  about  sixteen  years.  If  you  had  only  been  here  four  years  more^ 
your  evidence  would  have  settled  all  I  want  to  know.  No  wreck  can 
take  place  here,  of  course,  without  your  knowledge  ? ' 

'  Dunno  that.  Blieve  one  have.  There's  a  twist  of  the  tide  here 
— ^but  what  good  to  tell  landlubbers  ? ' 

'  You  are  right.  I  should  never  understand  such  things.  But  X 
find  them  wonderfully  interesting.  You  are  not  a  native  of  this 
place,  and  knew  nothing  of  Flamborough  before  you  came  here  ? ' 
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Monument  Joe  gave  a  grunt  at  this,  and  a  long  squirt  of  tobacco^ 
juice.   *  And  don't  want,'  he  said. 

'  Of  course,  you  are  superior,  in  every  way  superior.  You  find 
tliese  people  rough  and  £Eur  inferior  in  manners.  But  either,  my  good 
friend,  you  will  re-open  your  tobacco-box,  or  else  you  will  answer  me 
&  few  short  questions,  which  trespass  in  no  way  upon  your  duty  tx)  the 
king,  or  to  his  loyal  smugglers.' 

Old  Joe  looked  up,  with  weather-beaten  eyes,  and  saw  that  he 
liad  no  fool  to  deal  with,  in  spite  of  all  soft  pjdaver.  The  intensity 
of  Mr.  Mordacks'  eyes  made  him  blink,  and  mutter  a  bad  word  or  two,, 
but  remain  pretty  much  at  his  service.  And  the  last  intention  he 
could  entertain  was  that  of  restoring  this  fine  crown-piece.  '  Spake 
on,  sir,'  he  said ;  ^  and  I  will  spake  accordin'.' 

*  Very  good.  I  shall  give  you  very  tittle  trouble.  I  wish  to  know 
irhether  there  was  any  wreck  here,  kept  quiet  perhaps,  but  still  some 
ship  lost,  about  three  or  four  years  before  you  came  to  this  station. 
It  does  not  matter  what  ship,  any  ship  at  all,  which  may  have  gone 
down  without  any  fuss  at  all.  You  know  of  none  such  ?  Very  weU.. 
You  were  not  here ;  and  the  people  of  this  place  are  wonderfully 
close.  But  a  veteran  of  the  Boyal  Navy  should  know  how  to  deal 
with  them.  Make  your  inquiries,  without  seeming  to  inquire.  The  • 
question  is  altogether  private,  and  cannot  in  any  way  bring  you  inta 
trouble.  Whereas,  if  you  find  out  anything,  you  wiU  be  a  made  man, 
and  live  like  a  gentleman.  You  hate  the  lawyers  ?  All  the  honest 
seamen  do.  I  am  not  a  lawyer ;  and  my  object  is  to  fire  a  broadside 
into  them.  Accept  this  guinea ;  and  if  it  would  suit  you  to  have  a 
cro¥ni  every  week  for  the  rest  of  your  life,  I  will  pledge  you  my  word 
for  it,  paid  in  advance,  if  you  only  find  out  for  me  one  little  fact,  of 
which  I  have  no  doubt  whatever,  that  a  merchant  ship  was  cast  away 
near  this  Head,  just  about  nineteen  years  agone.' 

That  ancient  sailor  was  accustomed  to  surprises ;  but  this,  as  he 
Baid,  when  he  came  to  think  of  it,  made  a  clean  sweep  of  him,  fore 
and  aft.  Nevertheless  he  had  the  presence  of  mind  required  for 
pocketing  the  guinea,  which  was  too  good  for  his  tobacco-box ;  and  as 
one  thing  at  a  time  was  quite  enough  upon  his  mind,  he  probed  away 
slowly,  to  be  sure  there  was  no  hole.  Then  he  got  up  from  his 
squatting  form,  with  the  usual  activity  of  those  who  ai*e  supposed  to 
have  none  left,  and  touched  his  brown  hat,  standing  cleverly. 
'  What  be  I  to  do  for  all  this? '  he  asked. 

*  Nothing  more  than  what  I  have  told  you.  To  find  out  slowly, 
and  without  saying  why,  in  the  way  you  sailors  know  how  to  do, 
whether  such  a  thing  came  to  pass  as  I  suppose.  You  must  not  be 
stopped  by  the  lies  of  anybody.  Of  course  they  will  deny  it,  if  they 
got  some  of  the  wrecking ;  or  it  is  just  possible  that  no  one  even 
heard  of  it ;  and  yet  there  may  be  some  traces.  Put  two  and  two  to- 
gether, my  good  friend,  as  you  have  the  very  best  chance  of  doing ; 
and  soon  you  may  put  two  to  that  in  your  pocket,  and  twenty,  and  a 
hundred,  and  as  much  as  you  can  hold.' 
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^  When  shall  I  see  your  good  Honour  again,  to  score  log-nm,  and 
come  to  a  reckoning  T 

'  Master  Joseph,  work  a  wary  course.  Your  rating  for  life  will 
depend  upon  that.  You  may  come  to  this  address,  if  you  have 
anything  important.  Otherwise  you  shall  soon  hear  of  me  again. 
Q-ood-bye.' 


Chaptbr  xvm. 

GOTLB  BAT. 

While  all  the  world  was  at  cross-purposes  thus, — ^Mr.  Jellicorse 
uneasy  at  some  rumours  he  had  heard ;  Captain  Garroway  splitting 
his  poor  heel  with  indignation  at  the  craftiness  of  free-traders; 
Farmer  Anerley  vexed  at  being  put  upon  by  people,  without  any 
daughter  to  console  him,  or  catch  shrimps;  Master  Mordacks  pursuing 
a  noble  game,  strictly  above  board,  as  usual;  Bobin  Lyth,  troubled  in 
his  largest  principles  of  revolt  against  revenue,  by  a  nasty  little  pain 
that  kept  going  to  his  heart,  mtii  an  emptiness  tiiere,  as  for  another 
heart;  and  last,  and  perhaps  of  all  most  important,  the  rector  perpe- 
tually pining  for  his  game  of  chess,  and  utterly  discontented  with 
the  frigid  embraces  of  analysis — ^where  was  the  best,  and  most  simple, 
and  least  selfish  of  the  whole  lot,  Mary  Anerley  ? 

Mary  was  in  as  good  a  place  as  even  she  was  worthy  ofl  A  place 
not  by  any  means  so  snug  and  Eftvoured  by  nature  as  Anerley  Farm, 
but  pretty  well  sheltered  by  large  trees  of  a  strong  and  hardy  order. 
And  the  comfortable  ways  of  good  old  folk,  who  needed  no  labour  to 
live  by,  spread  a  happy  leisure,  and  a  gentle  ease,  upon  everything 
under  IJieir  roof-tree.  Here  was  no  necessity  for  getting  up,  until 
the  sun  encouraged  it ;  and  the  time  for  going  to  bed  depended  upon 
the  time  of  sleepiness.  Old  Johnny  Popplewell,  as  everybody  called 
him  without  any  protest  on  his  part,  hsul  made  a  good  pocket  by  the 
tanning  business,  and  having  no  children  to  bring  up  to  it,  and  only 
his  wife  to  depend  upon  him,  had  sold  the  good-wUl,  the  yard,  and 
the  stock,  as  soon  as  he  had  tiuned  his  sixtieth  year.  ^  I  have  worked 
hard  all  my  life,'  he  said ;  *  and  I  mean,  to  rest  for  the  rest  of  it.' 

At  first  he  was  heartily  miserable,  and  wandered  about  with  a 
vacant  look,  having  only  himself  to  look  after.  And  he  tried  to  find 
a  hole  in  his  bargain  with  the  man  who  enjoyed  all  the  smells  he  was 
accustomed  to,  and  might  even  be  heard,  through  a  gap  in  the  fence, 
rating  the  men  as  old  Johnny  used  to  do,  at  ttie  same  time  of  <l&y, 
and  for  the  same  neglect,  and  ahnost  in  the  self-same  words  whidbi 
the  old  owner  used,  but  stronger.  Instead  of  being  happy.  Master 
Popplewell  lost  more  flesh  in  a  month  than  he  used  to  lay  on  in  the 
most  prosperous  year;  and  he  owed  it  to  his  vdfe,  no  doubt,  as 
generally  happens,  that  he  was  not  speedily  gathered  to  the  bosom  of 
the  hospitable  Simon  of  Joppa.  For  Mrs.  Popplewell  said, '  Go  away; 


Digitized  by  Google 


-A  Yorkshire  Tale. 


591 


Johimy,  go  away  firom  this  village ;  smell  new  smells,  and  never  see  a 
hide  without  a  walking  thing  inside  of  it.  Sea-weed  smeUs  almost  as 
nioe  as  tan ;  though  of  course  it  is  not  so  wholesome.'  The  tanner 
obeyed,  and  bought  a  snug  little  place  about  ten  miles  from  the  old 
premises,  which  he  called^  at  the  suggestion  of  the  parson,  <  Byrsa 
Cottage.' 

Here  was  Mary,  as  blithe  as  a  lark,  and  as  petted  as  a  robin  red- 
breast, by  no  means  pining,  or  even  hankering,  for  any  other  robin. 
She  was  not  the  girl  to  give  her  heart  before  it  was  even  asked  for ; 
and  hitherto  she  had  regarded  the  smuggler  with  pity  more  than  admir- 
ation. For  in  many  points  she  was  like  her  father,  whom  she  loved 
foremost  of  the  world ;  and  Master  Anerley  was  a  law-abiding  man, 
like  every  other  true  Englishman.  Her  uncle  Popplewell  was  also 
such,  but  exerted  his  principles  less  strictly.  Moreover,  he  was 
greatly  under  influence  of  wife,  which  happens  more  freely  to  a  man 
without  children,  the  which  are  a  source  of  contradiction.  And 
Mistress  Popplewell  was  a  most  thorough  and  conscientiouB  free- 
trader. 

Now  Mary  was  from  childhood  so  accustomed  to  the  sea,  and  the 
relish  of  salt  breezes,  and  the  racy  dance  of  little  waves  that  crowd  on 
one  another,  and  the  tidal  delivery  of  delightfol  rubbish,  that  to  &il 
of  seeing  the  many  works,  and  plays,  and  constant  variance  of  her 
never  wearying  or  weary  friend,  was  more  than  she  could  long  put  up 
with.  She  called  upon  *Lord  Keppel'  almost  every  day,  having 
bronght  him  from  home  for  the  good  of  his  health,  to  gird  up  his 
loins,  or  rather  get  his  belly-girths  on,  and  come  along  the  sands  with 
her,  and  dig  into  new  places.  But  he,  though  delighted  for  a  while 
with  Byrsa  stable,  and  the  social  channs  of  Master  Popplewell's  old 
cob,  and  a  rick  of  fine  tan-coloured  clover-hay  and  bean-harOm — ^when 
the  novelty  of  these  delights  was  passed,  he  pined  for  his  home,  and 
the  split  in  his  crib,  and  the  knot  of  hard  wood  he  had  polished  with 
his  neck,  and  even  the  little  dog  that  snapped  at  him.  He  did  not 
care  for  retired  people — ^as  he  said  to  the  cob  every  evening — ^he  liked 
to  see  feurm-work  going  on,  or  at  any  rate  to  hear  all  about  it,  and  to 
listen  to  horses  who  had  worked  hard,  and  could  scarcely  speak  for 
chewing,  about  the  great  quantity  they  had  turned  of  earth,  and  how 
they  h^  answered  very  bad  words  with  a  bow.  In  short,  to  put  it  in 
the  mildest  terms.  Lord  Keppel  was  giving  himself  great  airs,  un- 
worthy of  his  age,  ungrateftd  to  a  d^;ree,  and  ungraceful,  as  the  cob 
said  repeatedly;  considering  how  he  was  fed,  and  bedded,  and  not  a 
thing  left  undone  for  him.  But  this  arrogance  soon  had  to  pay  its 
own  costs. 

For,  away  to  the  right  of  Byrsa  Cottage,  as  you  look  down  the 
hoUow  of  the  ground  towards  the  sea,  a  ridge  of  high  scrubby  land 
runs  up  to  a  fore-front  of  bold  cliff,  indented  with  a  dark  and  narrow 
bay.  <Qoyle  Bay,'  as  it  is  called,  or  sometimes  ^  Basin  Bay,'  is  a 
lonely  and  rugged  place,  and  even  dangerous  for  unwary  visitors. 
For  at  low  spring  tides  a  deep  hollow  is  left  dry,  rather  more  than  a 
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quarter  of  a  mile  across,  strewn  mth  k^lp  and  oozy  stones,  amcm^ 
which  may  often  be  found  pretty  shells,  weeds  richly  tinted  and  of 
subtle  workmanship,  stars,  and  flowers,  and  love-knots  of  the  sea,  and 
sometimes  camelians  and  crystals.  But  anybody  making  a  collection 
here  should  be  able  to  keep  one  eye  upward  and  one  down,  or  else  in 
his  pocket  to  have  two  things — a  good  watch  and  a  trusty  tide-table. 

John  and  Deborah  Popplewell  were  accustomed  to  water  in  small 
supplies,  such  as  that  of  a  well,  or  a  roadside  pond,  or  their  own  old 
noble  tan-pits ;  but  to  understand  the  sea  it  was  too  late  in  life, 
though  it  pleased  them  and  gave  them  fine  appetites  now,  to  go  down 
when  it  was  perfectly  cabn,  and  a  sailor  assured  them  that  the  tide 
was  mild.  But  even  at  such  seasons  they  preferred  to  keep  tlieir 
distance,  and  called  out  frequently  to  one  another.  They  looked  upon 
their  niece,  from  all  she  told  them,  as  a  creature  almost  amphibious ; 
but  still  they  were  often  uneasy  about  her,  and  would  gladly  have  kept 
her  well  inland ;  she,  however,  laughed  at  any  such  idea ;  and  their 
discipline  was  to  let  her  have  her  own  way.  But  now  a  thing  hap- 
pened which  proved  for  ever  how  much  better  old  heads  are  than 
young  ones. 

For  Mary,  being  tired  of  the  quiet  places,  and  the  strands  where 
^he  knew  every  pebble,  resolved  to  explore  Goyle  Bay  at  last,  and  she 
chose  the  worst  possible  time  for  it.  The  weather  had  been  very  fine 
and  gentle,  and  the  sea  delightfully  plausible,  without  a  wave — tide 
after  tide — ^bigger  than  the  furrow  of  a  two-horse  plough;  and  the 
maid  began  to  believe  at  last  that  there  never  were  any  storms  just 
here.  She  had  heard  of  the  pretty  things  in  Goyle  Bay,  which  was 
difficult  of  access  from  the  land,  but  she  resolved  to  take  opportunity 
of  tide,  and  thus  circumvent  the  position ;  she  would  rather  have  done 
it  afoot,  but  her  uncle  and  aunt  made  a  point  of  her  riding  to  the 
shore,  regarding  the  pony  as  a  safe  companion,  and  sure  refuge  from 
the  waves.  And  so,  upon  the  morning  of  St.  Michael,  she  compelled 
Lord  Eeppel,  with  an  adverse  mind,  to  turn  a  headland  they  had 
never  turned  before. 

The  tide  was  £Gur  out  and  ebbing  still ;  but  the  wind  had  shifted 
and  was  blowing  from  the  east  rather  stiffly,  and  with  increasing 
force.  Mary  knew  that  the  strong  equinoctial  tides  were  running  at 
their  height ;  but  she  had  timed  her  visit  carefully,  as  she  thought, 
with  no  less  than  an  hour  and  a  half  to  spare.  And  even  without  any 
thought  of  tide,  she  was  bound  to  be  back  in  less  time  than  that,  iox 
her  uncle  had  been  most  particular  to  warn  her  to  be  home  without 
&il  at  one  o'clock,  when  the  sacred  goose,  to  which  he  always  paid  his 
duties,  would  be  on  the  table.  And  if  anything  marred  his  serenity 
of  mind,  it  was  to  have  dinner  kept  waiting. 

Without  any  misgivings,  she  rode  into  Basin  Bay,  keeping  within 
the  black  barrier  of  rocks,  outside  of  which  wet  sands  were  shining. 
She  saw  that  these  rocks,  like  the  bar  of  a  river,  crossed  the  itdet  of 
the  cove ;  but  she  had  not  been  told  of  their  peculiar  frame  and  upshot, 
which  made  them  so  treacherous  a  rampart.    At  the  mouth  of  the 
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bay  they  formed  a  level  crescent,  as  even  as  a  set  of  new  teeth,  against 
the  sea,  with  a  slope  of  sand  running  up  to  their  outer  front,  but  a 
deep  and  long  pit  inside  of  them.  This  pit  drained  itself  very  nearly 
-dry,  when  the  sea  went  away  from  it,  through  some  stony  tubes  which 
only  worked  one  way,  by  the  closure  of  their  mouth  when  the  tide  re- 
turned ;  so  that  the  volume  of  the  deep  sometimes,  with  tide  and 
wind  behind  it,  leaped  over  the  brim  into  the  pit,  with  tenfold  the  roar, 
-a  thousandfold  the  powar,  and  scarcely  less  than  the  speed  of  a  lion. 

Mary  Anerley  thought  what  a  lovely  place  it  was,  so  deep  and 
secluded  from  anybody's  sight,  and  full  of  bright  wet  colours.  Her 
pony  refused,  with  his  usual  wisdom,  to  be  dragged  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hole ;  but  she  made  him  eome  further  down  than  he  thought  just, 
tuid  pegged  him  by  the  bridle  t^ere.  He  looked  at  her  sadly,  and 
with  half  a  mind  to  expostulate  more  forcibly ;  but,  getting  no  glimpse 
of  the  sea.  where  he  stood,  he  thought  it  as  well  to  put  up  mth  it ; 
and  presently  he  snorted  out  a  tribe  of  little  creatures,  which  puzzled 
him  and  took  up  his  attention. 

Meanwhile,  Mary  was  not  only  puzzled,  but  delighted  beyond 
description.  She  never  yet  had  come  upon  such  treasures  of  the  sea, 
and  she  scarcely  knew  what  to  lay  hands  upon  first.  She  wanted  the 
weeds  of  such  wonderful  forms,  and  colours  yet  more  exquisite,  and 
she  wanted  the  shells  of  such  delicate  fabric,  that  fairies  must  have 
made  them,  and  a  thousand  other  little  things  that  had  no  names ; 
and  then  she  seemed  most  of  all  to  want  the  pebbles.  For  the  light 
came  through  them  in  stripes  and  patterns,  and  many  of  them  looked 
like  downright  jewels.  She  had  brought  a  great  hag  of  strong  canvas 
luckily,  and  with  both  hands  she  set  to  to  fill  it. 

So  busy  was  the  girl  with  the  vast  delight  of  sanguine  acquisition 
—this  for  her  father,  and  that  for  her  mother,  and  so  much  for  every- 
body she  could  think  of — ^that  time  had  no  time  to  be  counted  at  all, 
but  flew  by  with  feathers  unheeded.  The  mutter  of  the  sea  became 
a  roar,  and  the  breeze  waxed  into  a  heavy  gale,  and  spray  began  to 
sputter  through  the  air,  like  suds ;  but  Mary  saw  the  rampart  of  the 
rocks  before  her,  and  tiiought  that  she  could  easily  get  back  around 
the  point.  And  her  taste  b^|^  continually  to  grow  more  choice,  so 
that  she  spent  as  much  time  in  discarding  the  rubbish  which  at  first 
she  had  prized  so  highly,  as  she  did  in  collecting  the  real  rarities 
vhich  she  was  learning  to  distinguish.  But,  unluckily,  the  sea  made 
no  allowance  for  all  this. 

For  just  as  Mary,  with  her  bag  quite  full,  was  stooping  with  a 
long  stretch  to  get  something  more — a  thing  that  perhaps  was  the 
very  best  of  all,  and  therefore  had  got  into  a  comer — ^there  fell  upon 
her  back  quite  a  solid  lump  of  wave,  as  a  horse  gets  the  bottom  of  a 
bucket  cast  at  him.  This  made  her  look  up,  not  a  minute  too  soon ; 
and  even  then  she  was  not  at  all  aware  of  danger,  but  took  it  for  a 
notice  to  be  moving.  And  she  thought  more  of  shaking  that  salt 
water  from  her  dress,  than  of  running  away  from  the  rest  of  it. 

But  as  soon  as  she  began  to  look  about  in  earnest,  sweeping  back 
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her  salted  hair,  she  saw  enough  of  peril  to  turn  pale  the  roses  and 
strike  away  the  smile  upon  her  very  bnsy  feuse.  She  was  standings 
several  yards  below  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  great  surges  were  hurry- 
ing to  swallow  her.  The  hollow  of  the  rocks,  received  the  first  billoir 
with  a  thump  and  a  slush,  and  a  rush  of  pointed  hiUocks  in  a  fury  to 
find  their  way  back  again ;  which  £edling,  they  spread  into  a  long^ 
white  pod,  taking  Mary  above  her  pretty  ankles.  '  Don't  you  think 
to  frighten  me,'  said  Idiiry ;  'I  know  all  your  ways,  and  I  mean  ta 
take  my  time.' 

But  even  before  she  had  finished  her  words,  a  great  black 
wall  (doubled  over  at  the  top  mth  whiteness,  that  seemed  to  race- 
along  it  like  a  fringe)  hung  above  the  rampart,  and  leaped  over, 
casting  at  Mary  such  a  volley  that  she  fell.  This  quenched  her  last 
audacity,  although  she  was  not  hurt ;  and,  jumping  up  nimbly,  she 
made  all  haste  through  the  rising  water  towards  her  pony.  But  as 
she  would  not  forsake  her  bag,  and  the  rocks  became  more  and  more 
slippery,  towering  higher  and  higher  surges  crashed  in  over  the^ 
barrier,  and  swell^  the  yeasty  turmoil  which  began  to  fill  the  basin ; 
while  a  scurry  of  foam  flew,  like  pellets  firom  the  rampart,  blinding^ 
even  the  very  best  young  eyes. 

Mary  began  to  lose  some  of  her  presence  of  mind  and  fiamUiar 
approval  of  the  sea.  She  could  swim  pretty  well  fix)m  her  frequent 
bathing ;  but  swimming  would  be  of  little  service  here,  if  once  the 
great  rollers  came  over  the  bar,  which  they  threatened  to  do  every 
moment.  And  when  at  length  she  fought  her  way  to  the  poor  old 
pony,  her  danger  and  distress  were  multiplied.  Lord  Keppel  was  in 
a  state  of  abject  fear ;  despair  was  knocking  at  his  fine  old  heart ; 
he  was  up  to  his  knees  in  the  loathsome  brine  already ;  and 
being  so  twisted  up  by  his  own  exertions,  that  to  budge  another 
inch  was  beyond  him,  he  did  what  a  horse  is  apt  to  do  in  such 
condition,  he  consoled  himself  with  f&talism.  He  meant  to  expire ; 
but,  before  he  did  so,  he  determined  to  make  his  mistress  feel  what 
she  had  done.  Therefore,  with  a  sad  nudge  of  that  white  old  nose,  he 
drew  her  attention  to  his  last  expression,  sighed  as  plainly  as  a  man 
could  sigh,  and  fixed  upon  her  meek  eyes,  telling  volumes. 

'  I  know,  I  know  that  it  is  all  my  fault,'  cried  Mary,  with  the  brine 
almost  smothering  her  tears,  as  she  flung  her  arms  around  his  neck ; 
<  but  I  will  never  do  it  ^gain,  my  darling.  And  I  will  never  run 
away  and  let  you  drown.  Oh,  if  I  only  had  a  knife  !  I  cannot  even 
cast  your  bridle  off ;  the  tongue  has  stuck  fast,  and  my  hands  are 
cramped.    But,  Keppel,  I  will  stay  and  be  drowned  with  you.' 

This  resolve  was  quite  unworthy  of  Mary's  common  sense ;  for 
how  could  her  being  drowned  with  Keppel  help  him  ?  However,  the 
mere  conception  fihowed  a  spirit  of  lofty  order ;  though  the  body 
might  object  to  be  ordered  imder.  Without  any  thought  of  all  that, 
she  stood,  resolute,  tearful,  and  thoroughly  wet  through,  while  she 
hunted  in  her  pocket  for  a  penknife. 

The  nature  of  all  knives  is,  not  to  be  found ;  and  Mary's  knife 
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iras  loyal  to  its  kind.  Then  she  togged  at  her  pony,  and  pulled  out 
Ids  bit,  and  laboured  again  at  the  obstinate  strap ;  but  nothing  could 
1)6  done  with  it.  Keppel  must  be  drowned,  and  he  did  not  seem  to 
care,  but  to  think  that  the  object  of  his  birth  was  that.  If  the  stupid 
little  fellow  would  have  only  stepped  forward,  the  hands  of  his  mis- 
tress, though  cramped  and  benumbed,  might  perhaps  haveunbuckled 
his  stiff  and  sodden  reins,  or  even  undone  their  tangle ;  on  the  other 
hand,  if  he  would  have  jerked  with  all  his  might,  something  or  other 
must  have  given  way ;  but  stir  he  would  not  bom,  one  fatuous 
position,  which  kept  all  his  head-gear  on  the  strain,  but  could  not 
snap  it.  Mary  even  struck  him  with  her  heavy  bag  of  stones,  to 
make  him  do  something ;  but  he  only  looked  reproachftiL 

*  Was  there  ever  such  a  stupid  ? '  the  poor  girl  cried,  with  the 
water  rising  almost  to  her  waist,  and  the  inner  waves  beginning  to 
dash  over  her,  while  the  outer  billows  threatened  to  rush  in  and  crush 
them  both.  'But  I  will  not  abuse  you  any  more,  poor  Keppel. 
What  will  dear  &ther  say?   Oh,  what  will  he  think  of  it?' 

Then  she  burst  into  a  fit  of  sobs,  and  leaned  against  the  pony,  to 
Bopport  her  from  a  rushing  wave  which  took  her  breath  away,  and  she 
thought  that  she  would  never  tiy  to  look  up  any  more,  but  shut  her 
eyes  to  aU  the  rest  of  it.  But  suddenly  she  heard  a  loud  shout  and 
splash,  and  found  herself  caught  up  and  carried  like  an  infismt. 

'  Lie  still.  Never  mind  the  pony ;  what  is  he  ?  I  will  go  for 
him  afterwards.    You  first,  you  first  of  all  the  world,  my  Mary.' 

She  tried  to  speak,  but  not  a  word  would  oome  ;  and  that  was  all 
the  better.  She  was  carried  quick  as  might  be  through  a  whirl 
ot  tossing  waters,  and  gently  laid  upon  a  pile  of  kelp ;  and  then 
Bobin  Lyth  said,  ^  You  are  quite  safe  here,  for  at  least  another  hour. 
I  win  go  and  get  your  pony.' 

*  Mb,  no ;  you  will  be  blocked  to  pieces/  she  cried  ;  for  the  pony, 
in  the  drift  and  scud,  oould  scarcely  be  seen  but  for  his  helpless 
struggles.  But  the  young  man  was  halfway  towards  him  while 
she  spoke,  and  she  knelt  upon  the  kelp  and  clasped  her  hands. 

Now  Bobin  was  at  home  in  a  matter  suchas  this.  He  had  landed 
many  kegs  in  a  sea  as  strong  or  stronger,  and  he  knew  how  to  deal 
with  horses  in  a  surf.  There  still  was  a  break  of  almost  a  fathom  in 
the  level  of  the  inner  and  outer  waves,  for  the  basin  was  so  large 
that  it  could  not  fill  at  once  ;  and  so  long  as  this  lasted,  every  roller 
must  comb  over  at  the  entrance,  and  mainly  spend  itselt  ^  At  least 
five  minutes  to  spare,'  he  shouted  back,  ^  and  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  any  danger.'   But  the  girl  did  not  believe  him. 

B^pidly  and  skilfully  he  made  his  way,  meeting  the  larger  waves 
sideways  and  rising  at  tiieir  onset ;  until  he  was  obliged  to  swim  at 
last  where  the  little  horse  was  swimming  desperately.  The  leather, 
still  jammed  in  some  crevice  at  the  bottom,  was  jerking  his  poor 
ehin  downwards ;  his  eyes  were  screwed  up  like  a  new-bom  kitten's, 
and  his  dainty  nose  looked  like  a  jelly-fish.  He  thought  how  sad  it 
waa  that  he  should  ever  die  like  this,  after  all  the  good  works  of  his 

Ho«  599  (I'o*  ODZ.  K.  0.)  B  9 


Digitized  by  Google 


596 


Mary  A  nerUy :  [No  vem^ier 


life — ^bhe  people  he  had  carried,  and  the  chaise  that  he  had  drawD^ 
and  all  his  kindness  to  mankind.  Then  he  turned  his  head  away,  to 
receiye  the  stroke  of  grace  which  the  next  wave  would  administer. 

No  I  He  was  free.  He  could  turn  his  honest  tail  on  the  sea, 
which  he  always  had  detested  so;  he  could  toss  up  his  nose  and 
blow  the  filthy  salt  out,  and  sputter  back  his  scorn,  while  he  made 
xM  for  his  life.  So  intent  was  he  on  this,  that  he  never  looked 
twice,  to  make  out  who  his  bene£Eustor  was,  but  gave  him  just  a 
taste  of  his  hind-foot  on  the  elbow,  in  the  scuffle  of  his  hurry  to  be 
round  about  and  off.  <  Such  is  gratitude  V  the  smuggler  cried ;  but 
a  clot  of  salt  water  flipped  into  his  mouth,  and  closed  all  cynical 
outlet.  Bearing  up  ag^dnst  the  waves,  he  stowed  his  long  knife 
away,  and  then  struck  off  for  the  shore  mth  might  and  main. 

Here  Mary  ran  into  the  water  to  meet  Mm,  shivering  as  she 
was  with  fright  and  cold,  and  stretched  out  both  hands  to  him,  as 
he  waded  forth ;  and  he  took  them  and  clasped  them,  quite  as  if  he 
needed  help.  Lord  Keppel  stood  afsur  off,  recovering  his  breath,  and 
scarcely  dared  to  look  askance  at  the  execrable  sea. 

^How  oold  you  are!'  Bobin  Lyth  exclaimed.  ^You  must  iK)t 
stay  a  moment.  No  talking  if  you  please — ^though  I  love  your 
voice  so.  You  ar6  not  safe  yet.  You  cannot  get  back  round  the 
point.  See  the  waves  dashing  up  against  it  I  You  must  dimb  tiie 
cliff,  and  that  is  no  easy  job  for  a  kdy  in  the  best  of  weather.  In 
a  couple  of  hours,  the  tide  will  be  over  the  whole  of  tiiis  beadi  a 
fathom  deep.  There  is  no  boat  nearer  than  Filey;  and  a  boat  oould 
scarcely  live  over  that  bar.  You  must  climb  the  cliff,  and  begin  at 
once,  before  you  get  any  colder.' 

'  Then  is  my  poor  pony  to  be  drowned  after  all  ?   If  lie  is, 
had  better  have  been  drowned  at  once.' 

The  smuggler  looked  at  her  with  a  smile,  which  meant,  ^  Your 
gratitude  is  about  the  same  as  his ;'  but.  he  answered,  to  assure  her, 
though  by  no  means  sure  himself — 

^  There  is  time  enough  for  him ;  he.  i^all  not  be  drowned.  But 
you  must  be  got  out  of  danger  first.  When  you  are  off  my  mind,  I 
will  fetch  up  pony.  Now  you  must  follow  me  step  by  step,  oareluUj 
and  steadily.  I  would  carry  you  up,  if  I  could ;  but  even  a  giant 
could  scarcely  do  that,  in  a  stiff  gale  of  wind,  and  with  the  csag  bo 
wet.* 

Mary  looked  up  with  a  shiver  of  dismay.  She  was  brave  and 
nimble,  generally,  but  now  so  wet  and  cold,  and  the  steep  (^ifT 
looked  so  slippery,  that  she  said, '  It  is  useless ;  I  ean  never  get  up 
there.   Oaptwi  Lyth,  save  yourself,  and  leave  me.' 

^That  would  be  a  pretty  thing  to  do,'  he  replied;  ^and  where 
should  I  be  afterwards  ?  I  am  not  at  the  end  of  my  devices  yet.  I 
have  got  a  very  snug  little  crane,  up  there.  It  was  here  we  ran  our 
lost  lot,  and  beat  the  brave  lieutenant  so.  But  unluckily  I  have  na 
cave  just  here.  None  of  my  4ads  are  about  here  now,  or  we  would 
make  short  work  o£  it»  But  J  oouid  hoist  you  veiy  well^  if  yom 
would  let  me.' 
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^  I  would  never  think  of  such  a  thing.  To  come  up  like  a  keg  I 
Captain  Lyth,  you  must  know  that  I  never  would  be  so  disgraoed*' 

'  Well,  I  was  afraid  that  you  might  take  it  so ;  thougjk  I  caimot 
«ed  why  it  should  be  any  harm.    We  often  hoist  the  last  man  so.' 

'  It  is  different  with  me,'  said  Mary ;  <  it  may  be  no  harm ;  but  I 
•eoold  not  have  it.' 

The  free-trader  looked  at  her  bright  eyes  and  ccdour,  and 
admired  her  spirit  which  bis  words  had  roused. 

pray  your  forgiveness.  Miss  Anerley,'  he  said;  meant  no 
liarm.  I  was  thinking  of  your  life.  But  you  look  now  as  if  you 
«ould  do  anything  almost.' 

^  Yes,  I  am  warm  again.  I  have  no  fear.  I  will  not  go  up  like 
:a  keg,  but  like  myself.    I  can  do  it  without  bdp  from  anybody.' 

^  Only  please  to  take  care  not  to  cut  your  litUe  hands,'  said  Robin 
418  he  began  the  climb;  for  he  saw  that  her  spirit  was  up  to  do  it. 

<My  hands  are  not  little;  and  I  will  cut  them  if  I  choose. 
Please  not  even  to  look  back  at  me.  I  am  not  in  the  least  afraid 
•of  anything.' 

llie  cliff  was  not  of  the  soft  and  friable  stuff  to  be  found  at 
Bridlington,  but  of  hard  slippery  sandstone,  mth  bulky  ribs  over- 
hanging here  and  there,  and  threatening  to  cast  the  climber  back. 
At  such  spots,  nicks  for  the  feet  had  been  cut,  or  broken  with  a 
hammer,  but  scarcely  wider  than  a  stirrup  iron,  and  &r  less  inviting. 
To  surmount  these  was  quite  impossible,  except  by  a,  process  of 
crawling ;  and  Mary,  with  her  heart  in  her  mouth,  repented  of  her 
rash  contempt  for  the  crane-sling.  Luckily  the  height  was  not 
very  great,  or,  tired  as  she  was,  she  must  have  given  way ;  for  her 
bodily  warmtii  had  waned  again  in  the  strong  wind  buffeting  the 
cliff.  Otherwise  the  wind  had  helped  her  greatly  by  keeping  her 
from  swaying  outward;  but  her  courage  began  to  fell  at  last,  and 
very  near  the  top  she  called  for  help.  A  short  piece  of  lanyard 
was  thrown  to  her  at  once,  and  Bobin  Lyth  landed  her  <xi  the  Uuff, 
panting,  breathless,  and  blushing  again. 

^Well  done!'  he  cried,  gazing  as  she  turned  her  fcce  away; 
•young  ladies  may  teach  even  sailors  to  climb.  Not  every  sailor 
could  get  up  this  cliff.  Now,  back  to  Master  Popplewell's  as  fast 
as  you  can  run,  and  your  Aunt  will  know  what  to  do  with  you.' 

'  You  seem  well  acquainted  with  my  femily  affairs,'  said  Mary, 
who  could  not  help  smiUng.  '  Pray,  how  did  you  even  know  where 
I  am  staying?' 

•  Little  birds  tell  me  everything ;  especially  about  the  best,  and 
most  gentle,  and  beautiful  of  all  birds.' 

The  maiden  was  inclined  to  be  vexed  again ;  but  remembering 
how  much  he  had  done,  and  how  littie  gratitude  she  had  shown,  she 
forgave  him,  and  asked  him  to  come  to  tihie  cottage. 

*  I  will  bring  up  the  Httle  horse.  Have  no  fear,'  he  replied ;  *  I 
^11  not  come  up  at  all  unless  I  bring  him.  But  it  may  take  two  or 
three  hours.' 
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With  no  more  than  a  wave  of  his  hat,  he  set  off,  as  if  the  Coast- 
riders  were  after  him,  by  the  path  along  the  cliffs  towards  Filey,  for 
he  knew  thftt  Lord  Keppel  must  be  hoisted  by  the  crane,  and  he 
could  not  manage  it  without  another  man ;  and  the  tide  would  wait 
for  none  of  them.  Upon  the  next  headlEmd  he  found  one  of  his 
men,  for  the  smugglers  maintained  a  much  sharper  look-out  than 
did  the  forces  of  Us  Majesty,  because  they  were  paid  much  better ; 
and  returning  they  managed  to  strap  Lord  Keppel,  and  hoist  him 
like  a  big  bale  of  contraband  goods.  For  their  crane  had  been  left  in 
a  brambled  hole ;  and  they  very  soon  ri^^^  it  out  again.  The  little 
horse  kicked  pretty  freely  in  the  air,  not  perceiving  his  own  wel&re; 
but  a  cross-beam  and  pulley  kept  him  well  out  from  the  cliff,  and 
they  swung  >n'm  in  over  handsomely,  and  landed  him  well  upon  the 
swaoxl  within  the  brink.  Then  they  gave  him  three  cheers  for  his 
great  adventure,  which  he  scarcely  seemed  to  appreciate. 


Chapter  XIX. 

A   FABM  TO  LET. 

That  storm  on  the  festival  of  St.  Michael  broke  up  the  short  summer 
weather  of  the  north.  A  wet  and  tempestuous  month  set  in ;  and 
the  harvest,  in  all  but  the  very  best  places,  lay  flat  on  the  ground, 
without  scythe  or  sickle.  The  men  of  the  Riding  were  not  disturbed 
by  this,  as  farmers  would  have  been  in  Suffolk ;  for  these  were  quite 
used  to  walk  over  their  crops,  without  much  occasion  to  lift  their 
feet.  They  always  expected  their  com  to  be  laid,  and  would  have 
been  afraid  of  it  if  it  stood  upright.  Even  at  Anerley  Farm,  thia 
salaam  of  wheat  was  expected  in  bad  seasons;  and  it  suited  the 
reapers  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  scarcely  knew  what  to  make  of 
knees  unbent,  and  upright  discipline  of  stiff-cravated  ranks. 

In  the  north-west  comer  of  the  county,  where  the  rocky  land  was 
mantled  so  frequently  vdth  cloud,  and  the  prevalence  of  westem 
winds  bore  sway,  an  upright  harvest  was  a  thing  to  talk  of  as  the 
legend  of  a  century,  credible  because  it  scarcely  could  have  been 
imagined.  And  this  year  it  would  have  been  hard  to  imagine  any 
more  prostrate  and  lowly  position  than  that  of  every  kind  of  crop. 
The  bright  weather  of  August,  and  attentions  of  the  sun,  and  gentle 
surprise  of  rich  dews  in  the  morning,  together  vrith  abundance  of 
moisture  undemeath,  had  made  things  look  as  they  scarcely  ever 
looked— clean,  and  straight,  and  elegant.  But  none  of  them  had 
found  time  to  form  the  dry  and  solid  substance,  without  which 
neither  man,  nor  his  staff  of  Ufe,  can  stand  against  adversity. 

<  My  Lady  Bhilippa,'  as  the  tenants  called  her,  came  out  one  day 
to  see  how  things  looked,  and  whether  the  tenants  were  likely  to  pay 
their  Michaelmas  rents  at  Christmas.  Her  sister,  Mrs.  Oamaby,  felt 
like  interest  in  the  question ;  but  hated  long  walks,  being  weaker  and 
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less  active,  and  therefore  rode  a  quiet  pony.  Very  little  wheat  was 
grown  on  their  estates,  both  soil  and  climate  declining  it;  but  the 
barley  crop  was  of  more  importance,  and  flourished  pretty  well  upon 
the  southern  slopes.  The  land,  as  a  rule,  was  poor  and  diallow,  and 
nourished  more  grouse  than  partridges ;  but,  here  and  there,  valleys  of 
soft  shelter  and  ifair  soil  relieved  the  eye  and  comforted  the  pocket 
^f  the  owner.  These  little  bits  of  Groshen  formed  the  heart  of  every 
fiemn ;  though  oftentimes  the  homestead  was,  as  if  by  some  perversity, 
set  up  in  bleak  and  barren  spots,  outside  of  comfort's  elbow. 

The  ladies  marched  on,  without  much  heed  of  any  other  point 
than  one — ^would  the  barley  crop  do  well?  They  had  many  tenants 
who  trusted  chiefly  to  that,  and  to  the  rough  hill-oats,  and  wool,  to 
make  up  in  coin  what  part  of  their  rent  they  were  not  allowed  to  pay 
in  kind.  For  as  yet  machinery,  and  reeking  fiEu^ries,  had  not  b^ 
smirched  the  country-side. 

^How  much  further  do  you  mean  to  go,  Philippa?'  asked  Mrs. 
Gamaby,  although  she  was  travelling  with  so  much  less  exertion  ; 
^  For  my  part,  I  think  we  have  gone  too  fieu:  already.' 

<  Your  ambition  is  always  to  turn  back.  You  may  turn  back  now, 
if  you  like.  I  shall  go  on.'  Miss  Yordas  knew  that  her  sister  would 
fiul  of  the  courage  to  ride  home  all  alone. 

Mrs.  Camaby  never  would  ride  without  Jordas,  or  some  other 
serving  man,  behind  her,  as  was  right  and  usual  for  a  lady  of  her 
position ;  but  ^  Lady  Philippa '  was  of  bolder  strain,  and  cared  for 
nobody's  thoughts,  words,  or  deeds. .  And  she  had  ordered  her  sister's 
servant  back,  for  certain  reasons  of  her  own. 

*  Very  well,  very  well.  You  always  will  go  on ;  and  always  on 
the  road  you  choose  yourself.  Although  it  requires  a  vast  deal  of 
knowledge  to  know  that  there  is  any  road  here  at  alL' 

The  widow,  who  looked  very  comely  for  her  age,  and  sate  her 
pony  prettily,  gave  way  (as  usual)  to  the  stronger  will ;  though  she 
-always  liked  to  enter  protest,  which  the  elder  scarcely  ever  deigned 
to  notice.  But  hearing  that  Eliza  had  a  little  cough  at  night,  and 
knowing  that  her  appetite  had  not  been  as  it  ought  to  be,  Philippa 
{who  really  was  wrapped  up  in  her  sister,  but  never  or  seldom  let  her 
^Iream  of  such  a  fietct)  turned  round  graciously  and  said, — 

*  I  have  ordered  the  carriage  here  for  half-past  three  o'clock.  We 
will  go  back  by  the  Scarbend  road,  and  Heartsease  can  trot  behind  us.' 

^  Heartsease,  uneasy  you  have  kept  my  heart  by  your  shufflings 
trippings  perpetuaL    Philippa,  I  want  a  better  stepping  pony. 
Pet  has  ruined  Heartsease.' 

*  Pet  ruins  everything  and  everybody ;  and  you  are  ruining  him, 
Eliza.  I  am  the  only  one  who  has  the  smallest  power  over  him. 
AdA  he  is  beginning  to  cast  off  that.  If  it  comes  to  open  war 
4)etween  us,  I  shall  be  sorry  for  Lancelot.' 

*  And  I  shall  be  sorry  for  you,  Philippa.  In  a  few  years  Pet  wiU 
1)6  a  man.  And  a  man  is  always  stronger  than  a  woman ;  at  any  rate 
in  our  family.' 
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<  stronger  tlian  such  as  yon,  Eliza.  But  only  let  him  rebel  agamsfc. 
me,  and  he  will  find  himself  an  outcast.  And  to  prove  that  I  haye 
brought  yon  here.' 

Mistress  Yordas  turned  round,  and  locked  in  a  well-known  manner 
at  her  sister,  whose  beautiful  eyes  filled  mth  tears,  and  fell. 

^  PhilipiML,'  she  said  with  a  breath  like  a  «ob ;  ^  sometimes  you 
look  harder  than  poor  dear  papa  in  his  very  worst  moments  used  tc^ 
look.  I  am  sore  ihtt  I  do  not  at  all  deserve  it.  All  that  I  piay  for 
is  peace  and  comfort ;  and  little  do  I  get  of  either.' 

^  And  you  will  get  less,  so  long  as  you  pray  for  them^  instead  of 
doing  something  better.  The  only  way  to  get  sudi  things  is  to  make- 
them.' 

^  Then  I  think  you  might  make  raough  for  us  both ;  if  you  had 
any  r^;ard  for  them,  or  for  me,  Philippa.' 

Mistress  Tordas  smiled,  as  she  often  did»  at  her  sister's  style  of 
reasoning.  And  she  cared  not  a  jot  for  the  last  word,  so  long  as  the 
will  and  the  way  were  left  to  her.  And  in  this  frame  mind  she 
turned  a  comer  from  the  open  mo<»r-track  into  a  little  lane,  or  rath^ 
the  expiring  delivery  of  a  lane,  which  was  leading  a  better  existence- 
a  little  further  on. 

Mrs.  Camaby  followed  dutifully,  and  Heartsease  b^;an  to  pi<^  up 
his  feet,  which  he  scorned  to  do  upon  the  negligence  of  sward.  And 
following  this  good  lane,  they  came  to  a  gate,  corded  to  an  ancient 
tree,  and  showing  up  its  foot,  as  a  dog  does  when  he  has  a  thorn  in  it. 
This  gate  seemed  to  stand  for  an  OTnament,  or  perhaps  a  landmark; 
for  the  lane,  instead  of  submitting  to  it,  passed  by  upon  either  side^ 
and  plunged  into  a  dingle,  where  a  gray  old  house  was  shelt^ing. 
The  lonely  moorside  fSurm — ^if  such  a  wild  and  desolate  Bpoi  could  be 
a  farm — was  known  as  ^  Wallhead,'  from  the  relics  of  some  anfiienit 
wall ;  and  the  folk  who  Uved  there,  or  tried  to  live,  although  they 
possessed  a  surname — ^which  is  not  a  necessary  consequence  of  life- 
very  seldom  used  it,  and  more  rarely  still  had  it  used  for  them.  For 
the  ancient  fiishion  still  held  ground  of  attaching  the  idea  of  a  man 
to  that  of  things  more  extensive  and  substantiaL  So  the  head  of  the 
house  was  *  Will  o'  the  Wallhead ;'  his  son  was  *  Tonamy  o'  Will  o' 
the  Wallhead,'  and  his  grandson,  <  Willy  o'  Tommy  o'  Will  o'  the 
Wallhead.'  But  the  one  their  great  lady  desired  to  see  was  Uie  un- 
married daughter  of  the  house, '  Sally  o'  Will  o'  the  Wallhead.'  ' 

Mistress  Yordas  knew  that  the  men  of  the  house  would  be  out 
upon  the  land  at  this  time  of  day,  while  Sally  would  be  full  of  hotiae- 
hold  work,  and  preparing  their  homely  supper.  So  she  walked  in 
bravely  at  tlie  open  door,  while  her  sister  waited  with  the  pony  in  the 
yard.  Sally  was  clumping  about  in  dog-shoes,  with  a  child  or  two 
sprawling  aft^  her  (for  Tommy's  wife  was  away  with  him  at  work)^ 
and  if  the  place  was  not  as  clean  as  oould  be,  it  seemed  as  clean  as 
need  be. 

The  natives  in  this  part  are  rough  in  manner,  and  apt  to  regard 
civility  as  the  same  thing  with  servility.   Their  bluntness  does  not- 
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proceed  from  thickneeS)  aa  in  the  South  of  England^  but  from  a  surety 
of  their  own  worth,  and  inferiority  to  no  one.  And  to  deal  with  them 
rightly  this  must  be  entered  into. 

SaUy  o'  Will  o'  the  Wellhead  bobbed  her  solid  and  black  curly 
head,  with  a  clout  like  a  jelly  cm  the  poU  of  it,  to  the  ownetr  of  their 
land,  and  a  lady  of  high  birth ;  but  she  vouchsafed  no  curtsey,  neither 
did  Mistress  Yordas  expect  one.  But  the  active  and  self-contained 
woman  set  a  chair  in  the  low,  dark  room,  which  was  their  best ;  and 
stood  waiting  to  be  spoken  to. 

^  Sally,'  said  the  lady,  who  also  possessed  the  Yorkshire  gift  of 
going  to  the  point,  ^you  had  a  man  ten  years  ago;  you  behaved 
badly  to  him,  and  he  went  into  the  Indian  Company.' 

'  A'  deed,'  replied  the  maiden,  without  any  blush,  because  she  had 
been,  in  the  right  throughout;  *and  noo  a'  hath  coom  in  a  better 
moind.' 

'  And  you  have  come  to  know  your  own  mind  about  him.  You 
have  been  stead&st  to  him  for  ten  years.  He  has  saved  up  some 
money,  and  is  come  back  to  marry  you.' 

^  I  heed  nane  o'  the  brass.   But  my  Jack  is  back  again.' 

^  His  father  held  under  us  for  many  years.  He  was  a  thoroughly 
honest  man,  and  paid  his  rent  as  often  as  he  could.  Would  Jack  like 
to  have  his  feither's  &rm  ?  It  has  been  let  to  his  cousin,  as  you  know ; 
but  they  have  been  going  from  bad  to  worse ;  and  everything  must 
be  sold  off,  unless  I  stop  it.' 

Sally  was  of  dark  Lancastrian  race,  with  handsome  features  and 
fine  brown  eyes.  She  had  been  a  beauty  ten  years  ago,  and  could  stiU 
look  comely  when  her  heart  was  up. 

^  My  lady,'  she  said,  with  her  heart  up  now,  at  the  hope  of  soon 
having  a  home  of  her  own,  and  something  to  work  for  that  she  might 
keep, '  such  words  should  not  pass  the  mouth  wi'out  bin  meant.' 

What  she  said  was  very  different  in  sound,  and  not  to  be  rendered 
in  echo,  by  any  one  bom  far  away  from  that  country,  where  three 
dialects  meet  and  find  it  hard  to  guess  what  each  of  the  others  is  up 
to.  Enough  that  this  is  what  Sally  meant  to  say,  and  that  Mistress 
y<»rdas  understood  it. 

^It  is  not  my  custom  to  say  a  thing  without  meaning  it,'  she 
answered ;  *  but  unless  it  is  taken  up  at  once,  it  is  likely  to  come  to 
nothing.   Where  is  your  man  Jack  ?  ' 

^  Jack  is  awaa  to  the  minister  to  tell  of  us  cooming  tegither.' 
Sally  made  no  blush  over  this,  as  she  might  have  done  ten  years  ago. 

<  He  must  be  an  excellent  and  £&ithful  man.  He  shall  have  the 
femoa  if  he  wishes  it,  and  can  give  some  security  at  going  in.  Let 
him  come  and  see  Jordas  to-morrow.' 

After  a  few  more  words,  the  lady  left  Sally  full  of  gratitude,  very 
little  of  which  was  expressed  aloud,  and  therefore  the  whole  wim  more 
likely  to  work,  as  Mistress  Yordas  knew  right  welL 

The  farm  was  a  better  one  than  WaUhead,  having  some  good 
barley-land  upon  it ;  and  Jack  did  not  fail  to  present  himself  at  Scar- 
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gate  upon  the  following  morning.  But  the  lady  of  the  house  did  not 
think  fit  herself  to  hold  discourse  with  him.  Jordas  was  bidden  to 
entertain  him,  and  find  out  how  he  stood  in  cash,  and  whether  his 
character  was  solid ;  and  then  to  leave  him  with  a  jug  of  ale ;  and 
come  and  report  proceedings.  The  dogman  discharg^  this  duty  well, 
being  as  fedthful  as  the  dogs  he  kept,  and  as  keen  a  judge  of  human 
nature. 

<  The  man  hath  no  harm  in  him,'  he  said,  touching  his  hair  to  the 
ladies,  as  he  entered  the  audit-room.  ^  A'  hath  been  knocked  aboot 
a  bit  in  them  wars  i'  Injury,  and  hath  only  one  hand  left ;  but  a'  can 
lay  it  upon  fifty  poon,  and  get  surety  for  anither  fifty.' 

^  Then  tell  him,  Jordas,  that  he  may  go  to  Mr.  Jellicorse  to-mor- 
row, to  see  about  iiie  writings,  which  he  must  pay  for.  I  irill  write 
full  instructions  for  Mr.  Jellicorse,  and  you  go  and  get  your  dinner ; 
and  then  take  my  letter,  that  he  may  have  time  to  consider  it.  Wait 
a  moment.  There  are  other  thin^  to  be  done  in  Middleton,  and  it 
would  be  late  for  you  to  come  back  to-night,  the  days  are  drawing  in 
so.  Sleep  at  our  tea-grocer's ;  he  will  put  you  up.  Give  your  letter 
at  once  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jellicorse,  and  he  will  get  forward  mth 
the  writings.  Tell  this  man  Jack  that  he  must  be  there  before 
twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  then  you  can  call  about  two  o'clock, 
and  bring  back  what  there  may  be  for  signature ;  and  be  careful  of  it. 
Eliza,  I  think  I  have  set  forth  your  wishes.' 

<  But,  my  lady,  lawyers  do  take  such  a  time ;  and  who  will  look 
after  Master  Lancelot?  I  fear  to  have  my  feet  two  moiles  off 
here  ' 

^  Obey  your  orders  without  reasoning ;  that  is  for  those  who  give 
them.  Eliza,  I  am  sure  that  you  agree  with  me.  Jordas,  make  this 
man  clearly  understand,  as  you  can  do  when  you  take  the  trouble. 
But  you  first  must  clearly  understand  the  whole  yourself.  I  will 
repeat  it  for  you.' 

Fhilippa  Yordas  went  through  the  whole  of  her  orders  again  most 
clearly,  and  at  every  one  of  them  the  dogman  nodded  his  large  head 
distinctly,  and  counted  the  nods  on  his  fingers  to  make  sure  ;  for  this 
part  is  gifted  with  high  mathematics.  And  the  numbers  stick  &st 
like  pegs  driven  into  clay. 

*Poor  Jordas  1  Fhilippa,  you  are  working  him  too  hard.  You 
have  made  great  wrinkles  in  lus  forehead.  Jordas,  you  must  have  no 
wrinkles  imtil  you  are  married.' 

While  Mrs.  Camaby  spoke  so  kindly,  the  dogman  took  his  fingers 
off  their  numeral  scale,  and  looked  at  her.  By  nature  the  two  were 
first  cousins,  of  half-blood ;  by  law,  and  custom,  and  education,  and 
vital  institution,  they  were  sundered  more  widely  than  black  and 
white.  But  for  all  ^t,  the  dogman  loved  the  lady,  at  a  fidthful 
distance. 

*  You  seem  to  me  now  to  have  it  clearly,  Jordas,'  said  the  ddar 
sister,  looking  at  him  sternly,  because  Eliza  was  so  soft ;  *  you  will 
see  that  no  mischief  can  be  done  with  the  dogs  or  horses  while  you 
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are  away ;  and  Mr.  Jellicorse  will  give  you  a  letter  for  me,  to  say  that 
eveiythhig  is  tight.  My  desire  is  to  have  thin|;8  settl^  promptly, 
because  your  friend  Jack  has  been  to  set  the  banns  up ;  and  the 
Church  is  more  speedy  in  such  matters  than  the  law.  Now  the  sooner 
you  are  off  the  better.* 

Jordas,  in  his  steady  but  by  no  means  stupid  way,  considered  at 
his  leisure  what  such  things  could  mean.  He  knew  aU  the  property, 
and  the  many  little  holdings,  as  well  as,  and  perhaps  a  great  deal 
better  than,  if  they  had  happened  to  be  his  own.  But  he  never  had 
known  such  a  hurry  made  before,  or  such  a  special  interest  shown  about 
the  letting  of  any  tenement  of  perhaps  tenfold  the  value.  However,[he 
said,  like  a  sensible  man  (and  therefore  to  himself  only),  that  tiie 
ways  of  women  are  beyond  compute,  and  must  be  suitably  carried  out 
wiUiout  any  contradiction. 

(To  (e  carUinued.) 
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What  Shakespeare  Learnt  at  School. 

MANY  stmdeatB  of  Shakespeare  on  reading  the  above  heading 
may  be  diapoeed  to  turn  away,  partly  from  the  feeling  ezpareBsed 
by  Mr.  Ward  in  his  ^  History  of  English  Dramatic  Litanttnre,'  ^  that 
the  vexed  question  as  to  Shakespeare's  classical  attainments  is  in 
reality  not  worth  discussing/  and  partly  from  the  conviction  that 
whether  of  special  interest  or  not  the  sutgect  has  been  worl^ed  out. 
This  feeling  is  certainly  natural,  and  I  must  confess  to  having  a 
good  deal  of  sympathy  with  it  myself.  Those  who  are  familiar  with 
-Qie  treatment  of  Shakespeare's  scholarship  by  Whalley  and  Upton, 
or  even  at  times  in  the  useful  notes  of  the  Variorum  edition,  may  be 
pardoned  for  feeling  only  a  languid  interest  in  the  question.  TTpton'a 
doud  of  references  to  Greek  and  Boman  authors  has  often  no  real 
connection  with  Shakespeare  at  all :  his  fiEkvourite  plan  being  to  make 
an  arbitrary  change  in  the  text  by  substituting  some  word  or  phrase, 
on  which  he  can  hang  a  string  of  classical  quotations.  And  short  of 
this  extreme,  the  subject  was  often  treated  by  the  last  centuiy 
editors  in*  a  somewhat  unfruitful  and  tedious  way.  The  vague  verbal 
coincidences  and  fiEirfetched  allusions  on  the  strength  of  which 
passages  were  often  pronounced  parallel,  the  minute  but  scrappy  and 
irrelevant  learning  of  the  notes  and  annotations,  are  enough  to 
inspire  distaste  of  the  whole  subject.  And  it  would  not  be  sur- 
prising if  ardent  readers  in  an  access  of  impatience  at  the  critics 
and  zeal  for  the  poet  should  resolve  to  confine  themselves  to  the  text 
without  note  or  comment  of  any  kind.  Indeed,  this  result  has 
already  been  reached  by  at  least  one  earnest  student  of  Shake- 
speare. Mr.  Harold  Littledale,  in  his  introduction  to  the  Shake- 
speare Society's  edition  of  *  The  Two  Noble  Kinsmen '  expresses  this 
feeling  as  follows :  *  Let  us  have  various  readings  to  any  extent,  and 
a  carefully  prepared  text,  but  why  must  the  wretched  student  of 
modem  Shakspere  go  wading  through  a  vast  quagmire  of  critical 
opinion  and  confutation,  before  he  is  allowed  to  catch  a  glimpse  of 
the  pure  Shakspere  stream,  as  it  gleams  fedntly  and  far  out  over  the 
tangled  mazes  of  this  dismal  editorial  swamp?'  However  natural 
this  feeling  may  be,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  act  on  it  just  now,  when, 
amidst  the  multiplication  of  Shakespeare  Societies  and  the  revival  of 
different  schools  of  Shakespearian  criticism  most  of  the  old  questions 
are  being  reconsidered  with  a  thoroughness  that  half  atones  for  the 
almost  inevitable  minuteness  and  prolixity  of  such  discussions.  The 
question  of  Shakespeare's  learning  may,  I  think,  fairly  be  reconsidered 
with  the  rest.  For,  although  this  particular  sheaf  of  the  great 
harvest  has  been,  like  so  many  others,  pretty  fully  thrashed  out, 
there  are  still  a  few  golden  grains  remaining  which  it  may  be  worth 


Digitized  by  Google 


i879l      IVhat  Shakespeare  kamt  at  School.  605 


whOe  to  collect  and  preserve.  This  is  the  object  of  the  present 
paper.  I  purpose  gathering  together  some  indirect  points  of 
evidence  be^uriag  on  the  subject  that  have  hitherto  be^  overlooked. 
The  question  Shakespeare's  classical  quotations  is  a  lai^er  one, 
and  in  dealing  with  it  I  hope  to  throw  some  further  light  on  the 
aouroes  he  employed  as  well  as  on  his  method  of  using  them. 

The  materiak  for  a  trustworthy  estimate  of  Shak^peare's  attain- 
iBe&ts  are  to  be  looked  for  in  various  quarters  which  may  be  in- 
dicated at  the  outset.  We  have  the  indirect  evidence  supplied  by 
the  learned  alhuions  stttttered  through  his  dramas  and  the  mtore 
direct  evidence  furnished  by  his  earliest  tragedy,  ^  Titus  AndriHiicuB, ' 
and  especially  by  his  earliest  comedy, '  Love's  Labour's  Lost.'  One 
main  object  of  the  comedy  being  to  satirise  pedantry,  to  expose  the 
tasteless  diqplay  of  learning,  the  mere  parade  of  scholastic  techni-^ 
caUties,  the  writer  must  obviously  have  had  some  personal  knowledge 
of  the  thing  paraded  in  order  that  the  satire  may  be  relevant  and 
effSective.  So  far  the  evidence  here  is  noore  vital  and  direct  thau 
that  afforded  by  incidental  allusions  to  the  mythology  and  legendary 
histcMry  of  Grreece  and  Borne,  Shakespeare's  genius  seems  first,  a& 
Oderidge  suggests,  to  have  dealt  with  the  fsimiliar  elements  of  his 
own  recent  experience^  before  going  further  afield  to  find  in  the 
wider  world  of  home  and  foreign  literature  fitting  subjects  for  its 
more  arduous  mature  and  complex  efforts. 

In  connection  with  this  comes  another  important  source  whence 
materials  for  judgment  may  be  derived — ^the  probable  course  of 
instruction  in  Stratford  Q-ranmiar  School  during  the  years  when 
Shakespeare  was  a  pupil  there.  I  will  deal  with  this  point  first,  as 
its  exposition  may  help  to  coimect  and  illustrate  the  scattered  and 
fragmentary  evidence  derived  from  an  examination  of  his  writings.^ 
Whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  actual  extent 
of  Shakespeare's  classical  Imowledge,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he 
had  a  very  fair  education  \  and  it  is  almost  equally  certain  that  he 
must  have  obtained  it  in  the  grammar  school  of  his  native  town. 
About  the  date  at  which,  acci^ding  to  the  custom  of  the  time,  he 
would  naturally  be  srat  to  school,  his  father.  Master  John  Shake- 
speare, was  not  only  a  prosperous  -burgess,  but  the  chief  magistrate  of 
Stratford,  and  we  may  be  sure  that  he,  as  well  as  Shakespeare's 
gently  descended  mother,  Mary  Arden  of  the  Ashbies,  would  be  most 
anxious  that  their  eldest  son  should  have  the  best  education  to  be 
obtained  in  the  locality.  According  to  an  authority  I  shall  pre- 
sently quote,  children  were  often  sent  to  the  petty  school,  or  English 
side  of  the  granmiar  school,  about  the  age  of  five,  and  after  remain- 
ing there  two  years  entered  tJlie  grammar  school  proper,  and  began 
the  study  of  Latin  at  seven*  If  they  completed  the  fiiU  course  of 
instruction,  they  remained  till  their  fifteentii  or  sixteenth  year,  when 
they  left,  prepared  for  commercial  or  professional  life,  or,  in  special 
cases,  for  a  course  of  University  study.  We  know  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  altered  state  of  his  fathei^s  circumstances,  Shakespeare 
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was  withdrawn  from  school  before  he  had  completed  the  fiill  term, 
and  it  is  usually  assumed  on  tolerably  good  grounds  that  he  left  in 
1578,  when  he  had  just  completed  his  fourteenth  year.  Hie  ques- 
tion is,  What  did  Shakespeare  probably  learn  during  the  six  or  sev^ 
years  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  granmiar  school  of  his  natiTe  town  ?  In 
other  words,  What  was  the  course  of  ^instruction  in  a  provincial 
grammar  school  like  that  of  Stratford-upon-Avon  in  the  second  half 
of  the  sixteenth  century  ?  This  question  has  recently  been  raised 
by  Mr.  FumivaU  in  his  zeal  to  find  out  all  that  can  be  known  about 
Shakespeare.^  Mr.  Lupton's  reply  to  Mr.  Fumivall's  inquiry  as  to 
what  Shakespeare  probably  learnt  at  school  contains  some  vieduable 
notes  of  the  Old  Grrammar  School  curriculum,  derived  from  charters 
and  foundation  deeds,  and  some  useful  hints  as  to  the  directions  in 
which  further  information  might  in  all  likelihood  be  obtained. 
These  hints  will  probably  be  turned  to  good  account  by  some  of 
the  many  enthusiastic  volunteers  who  are  now  happily  engaged 
in  exploring  the  obscure  and  difficult  questions  connected  with 
Shakespeare's  histoiy  and  work. 

Meanwhile,  as  a  help  towards  the  further  elucidation  of  the  subject, 
I  may  put  together  some  notes  of  my  own  made  before  the  New  Shake- 
speare Society  had  started  into  existence.  It  is  perhaps  appropriate 
that  the  question  should  be  rediscussed  in  these  pages,  as  by  fis^  the 
best  things  ever  said  on  the  Learning  of  Shakespeare  appeared  in 
*Fraser's  Magazine*  forty  years  ago.  In  three  papers,  marked  by 
his  well-known  learning  and  literary  power.  Dr.  Maginn  pierced  the 
pedantic  and  inflated  'Essay'  of  Farmer  into  hopeless  collapse.  In  his 
own  day  it  is  true  this  once  celebrated  Essay  did  some  good  by  abating 
the  extravagant  claims  on  behalf  of  Shakespeare's  scholarship  madel^ 
Upton,  Whalley,  and  others.  They  tried  to  show  that  Shakespeare 
was,  like  Ben  Jonson,  a  r^ularly  built  scholar,  as  £Euniliar  with  the 
Greek  dramatists,  and  as  well  read  in  the  chief  monuments  of  classical 
literature,  as  though  he  had  gone  through  a  distinguished  University 
course.  Their  ingenious  labours  were  indeed  an  amusing  but  desperate 
attempt  on  the  part  of  academic  critics  to  appropriate  Shakespeare, 
to  annex  him  as  it  were  to  the  academic  interest.  The  real,  though 
perhaps  hardly  conscious,  aim  was  to  show  that  Shakespeare,  instead 
of  being  as  some  supposed  an  illiterate  comedian  and  playwright,  was  a 
scholarly  and  respectable  person,  who  might  have  been  admitted  to 
dine  in  the  hall  of  a  college,  and  take  part  in  the  conversation  of  its 
learned  members.  In  short,  they  claim  for  Shakespeare  that  he  was 
worthy  of  academic  recognition,  and  they  do  this  on  the  narrow  and 
technical  grounds  which  in  their  day  were  almost  the  only  ones  that 
would  have  been  generally  recognised  as  relevant  and  valid.  Upton, 
who  was  prebendary  of  Bochester,  virtually  confesses  this  in  the 
motto  prefixed  to  his  '  Critical  Observations :' 

*Ne  forte  pudori 
Sit  tibi  Musa  lynesolers,  et  cantor  Apollo.' 

>  In  the  AtKenuBWOk  for  Oct.  7,  1876. 
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But  the  zeal  of  these  academio  apologists  completely  outran  all  critical 
discretion.  Their  method  of  proof  was  simply  that  of  assuming  that 
wherever  Shakespeare  referred  to  the  incidents  of  mythological  fiEible 
or  heroic  story,  he  must  have  gained  his  knowledge  of  them,  at 
first  hand,  from  classical  sources.  Allusions  to  the  hunting  expedi- 
tion of  Dido  and  Aeneas,  or  to  the  desertion  of  the  Queen  by  the 
pious  hero,  were  held  to  prove  Shakespeare's  famiUarity  with  Virgil. 
If  he  speaks  of  ^  Jove  in  a  thatched  house,'  he  must  have  read  the 
fiEthle  of  Baucis  and  Philemon,  in  the  ^  Metajnorphoses'  of  Ovid ;  while 
an  allusion  to  ^  Circe's  cup '  was  supposed  to  show  his  acquaintance 
with  the  ^  Odyssey.'  The  refutation  of  these  extreme  positions  was 
comparatively  easy,  but  Farmer,  not  satisfied  with  showing  how  base- 
less they  were,  went  much  further.  He  virtually  maintained  that, 
as  Shakespeare  might  have  obtained  his  classical  knowledge  from 
English  sources,  and  in  many  cases  really  did  so,  he  must  have  been 
ignorant  of  the  originals  and  incapable  of  making  any  use  of  thenu 
'  He  remembered,'  says  Farmer,  <  perhaps  enough  of  his  school-boy 
learning  to  put  the  hig^  hag^  hog  into  the  mouth  of  Sir  Hugh  Evans, 
and  might  pick  up,  in  the  writers  of  the  time  or  the  course  of  his  conver- 
sation, a  familiar  phrase  or  two  of  French  and  Italian,  but  his  studies 
were  most  demonstratively  confined  to  nature  and  his  own  language.' 
Dr.  Maginn  has  abundantly  exposed  the  illogical  character  and  false 
conclusions  of  Farmer's  reasoning  on  the  subject.  His  position  is 
indeed  as  extreme  on  one  side  as  that  of  the  critics  he  attsicked  is  on 
the  other.  As  we  shaU  presently  see,  the  truth  probably  lies  between 
the  rival  contentions.  Shakespeare  was  neither  so  learned  as  the  early 
critics  assumed,  nor  so  ignorant  as  the  later  tried  to  demonstrate. 
As  an  acute  writer  humorously  expresses  it :  <  Although  the  alleged 
imitation  of  the  Greek  tragedians  is  mere  nonsense,  yet  there  is  clear 
evidence  that  Shakespeare  received  the  ordinary  grammar  school 
education  of  his  time,  and  that  he  had  derived  from  the  pain  and 
BufiTering  of  several  years,  not  exactly  an  acquaintance  with  Ghreek  or 
Latin,  but,  like  Eton  boys,  a  firm  conviction  that  there  are  such 
languages.' 

Thk  settlement  of  the  question,  though  delightfrdly  brief  and 
pointed,  and  perhaps  not  very  &r  from  the  truth,  is  nevertheless 
somewhat  too  summary  for  the  purpose  in  hand.  We  must  try  to 
ascertain,  if  possible,  what  the  ordinary  grammar-school  education  of 
Shakespeare's  time  actually  was,  so  as  to  answer,  in  some  detail,  the 
question  as  to  what  he  would  be  likely  to  learn  during  the  six  or 
seven  years'  training  in  his  native  town.  For  this  purpose,  Carlisle's 
^Description  of  the  Endowed  Grammar  Schools  of  England  and 
Wales'  is  no  doubt  useful,  though  after  some  examination,  I  may  say, 
not  so  useful  as  might  have  been  expected.  It  suppUes,  as  Mr. 
Lupton  says,  materials  for  answering  the  question ;  but  these  are 
hardly  the  best  available,  being  for  the  most  part  too  vague  and 
general  to  be  of  special  value.  The  deeds  of  founders,  the  school 
statutes  and  ordinances,  while  describing,  in  general  terms,  the  kind 
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of  education  to  be  given,  rarely  descend  te  particulars  as  to  the  actual 
curriculum  of  school  teachiou?.  They  do  not  enable  us  to  realise  with 
sufficient  distinctness  the  different  grades  of  progresa,  the  forms  into 
which  the  schools  were  commonly  divided,  and  the  books  that  a  boy 
would  usually  read  in  making  his  way  from  the  lowest  to  the  higheBt 
I  shall  endeavour  to  throw  some  light  on  these  points^  by  means  of 
two  works,  once  widely  known,  but  now  forgotten.  The  old^  of  tiiese 
is  the  '  lAidus  Literarius,  or  Qxammar  Schoole,'  of  John  Brinsley, 
published  in  the  year  1612.  The  expanded  title :  ^  Shewing  how  te 
proceede  from  the  first  entrance  into  learning,  to  the  highest  peifeo- 
tion  required  in  the  grammar  schooles,  with  ease,  certainty,  and  delight 
both  to  masters  and  schoUars :  only  according  to  our  common  gvammav 
and  ordinary  classical  authours' — sufficiently  illustrstes  the  nudB 
design  of  the  treatise.  The  'Ludus  Literarius'  is  an  acute  and 
interesting  work,  full  of  illustrations  of  the  actual  teaching  in  the 
grammar  schools  of  the  time,  as  well  as  of  fruitful  sc^estions  for  its 
imiHrovement.  Brinsley  was  not  only  an  accomplished  scholar  and 
iDiitic,  but  a  bom  teacher,  with  genuine  enthusiaran  for  the  work  aad 
having  ideas  as  to  more  simple  and  efficient  methods  of  teaching  fiir 
in  advance  of  his  own  day,  if  not  of  ours.  He  bdonged  to  a  baiMd  of 
educational  reformers,  including,  among  others,  Muleaster,  Dniry, 
Coote,  and  Famaby,  who,  against  the  dominant  influence  of  usage 
and  tradition,  strove  to  give  more  directness,  vitality,  and  power  to 
the  school  teaching  of  their  day.  Their  zeal,  as  represented  by 
Brinsley,  was  thoroughly  patriotic,  if  not  imperial  in  its  scope  and 
aim.  In  dedicating  his  translation  of  Ovid  to  Lord  Denny,  he  says 
that  he  intended  it 

chiefly  for  the  poore  ignorant  Countries  of  Ireland  and  WcUes^  of  the  good 
whereof  we  ought  to  be  carefuD.  a»  well  as  of  our  oune  :  unto  which  1  have 
principally  bent  my  thoughts  in  all  my  granmiatical  translations  of  our  in- 
ferior claasical  Schoole-aot^ors.  For  that  as  in  aM  such  places  [English 
schools  before  referred  tol  so  eq>edally  in  tbose  barbarous  countries,  tie 
hope  of  the  Church  of  God  is  to  come  primarily  out  of  the  Granunar- 
Schooles,  by  reducing  them  first  into  civility  through  the  means  of  schooles 
of  good  learning  ^danted  among  them  in  every  quarter ;  whereby  their  savage 
and  wilde  conditions  may  be  changed  into  true  learning,  according  to  the 
right  judgment  of  our  poet,  which  the  experience  of  all  ages  hath  con- 
finned. 

Though  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  benefit  of  Brinsle/i 
labours  extended  so  far^  the  very  excellent  school-books  he  produced 
were  fully  appreciated,  and  did  good  service  in  England.  These,  in 
common  with  his  more  general  work  on  teaching,  have  long  since 
fallen  out  of  knowledge.*  How  completely  Brinsley  is  forgottok, 
indeed,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  such  standard  works  as  Wattes 
*  Bibliotheca '  and  Alii  bone's  *  Critical  Dictionary  of  English  Litera- 
ture '  the  fether  is  confounded  with  the  son,  a  learned  Presbyteriaa 

'  Mr.  Famivall  gives  some  extracts  from  Brinsley  in  his  introdnction  to  Tkt 
Bdbcei  Book,  published  by  the  Barly  English  Text  Booiety  in  rS68. 
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olivine  who,  after  having  attained  distinction  in  the  Church,  was 
ejected  from  it  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity  in  1662.    Both  Watt  and 
AUibone  say  that  John  Brinsley  was  bom  in  1600,  and  published  his 
^Ludus  Literarius  *  in  i6i2.   One  might  have  supposed  that  the  mere 
juxtaposition  of  the  dates  would  have  excited  suspicion  and  led  to 
inquiry;  but  in  many  eases  the  perpetuation  of  a  tolerably  obvious 
errcMT  seems  much  easier  thas  its  correction.'   As  a  matter  of  fsust, 
about  the  date  of  his  allied  birth  (1601)  Brinsley  was  appointed 
master  of  the  grammar  school  of  Ashby-de-la-Zouche,  where  he 
remained  teaching  with  eminent  success  for  sixteen  years.    Before  his 
appointment,  he  had  married  a  sister  of  the  well-known  Z>r.  Joseph 
Hall,  afterwards  bishop  successively  of  Exeter  and  Norwich.  Hall 
was  a  native  of  Ashby,  his  &ther  being  local  fiictor  for  the  Earl  of 
Huntingdon,  whose  chief  seat  was  in  the  neighbourhood.   As  Brinsley 
had  married  bef(»re  his  appointment  to  the  head-mastership,  it  seems 
probable  that  he  had  some  previous  connection  with  the  school, 
possibly  while  it  was  under  tiie  management  of  Hall  himself  who 
«eem8  to  have  acted  as  master  for  a  year  or  two  in  the  last  decade  of 
the  century.   However  this  may  be,  the  future  bishop  took  an  active 
interest  in  his  brother-in-laVs  affiiirs.    He  writes  a  conmiendatory 
pre&ce  to  his  'Ludus  literarius,'  in  which  he  says  that  the  new 
methods  of  teadiing  recommended  in  the  work  are  not  'meere 
speculation,  whose  promises  are  commonly  as  large  as  the  perform- 
ance defective ;  but  such  as  to  the  knowledge  of  my  selfe  and  manie 
abler  judges,  have  been,  and  are  daily  answered  in  his  experience, 
4Uid  practice  with  more  than  usual  suecesse.'   Hall  also  sent  his 
nephew,  young  Brinsley,  to  Cambridge;  and  at  the  end  of  his  college 
course  took  him  abroad  as  private  secretary,  when  in  161 8  he  attended 
tiie  Synod  of  Dort  on  li^half  of  the  English  Church.   The  elder 
Brinsley  appears  to  have  been  fortunate  in  gaining  the  friendship  of 
several  gentlemen  of  local  eminence,  including  Sir  Ghorge  Hastings, 
brother  of  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  to  whom  h^  translation  of  Virgu's 
Eclogues  is  dedicated,  and  Lord  Denny,  to  whom  in  the  same  way  he 
dedicated  his  version  of  Ovid. 

From  the  dates  given  above  it  will  be  seen  that  Brinsley  was  a 
^;ontemporary  of  Sh^espeare,  and  that  his  most  active  years  as  head- 
master run  parallel  vdth  the  most  important  and  productive  period 
of  Shakespeare's  dramatic  career.  His  account,  therefore,  of  the 
^g;rammar-school  teaching  of  the  time  is  of  the  nature  of  contemporary 
evidence.  The  second  volume,  whose  contents  bear  on  the  inquiry, 
is  of  somewhat  later  date,  although,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  it 


*  This  confusion  extends  to  Wood,  if  indeed  it  did  not  originate  with  him.  In 
the  AtheruB  OxonAensei  Wood  speaks  of  Hhat  noted  grammarian  John  Brinsley, 
^metime  a  sdioohnaster,  and  minister  in  Great  Yarmouth  in  Norfolk  an.  1636.'  It 
need  scarcely  be  said  however  that  it  was  the  son  and  not  the  father  who  was 
minister  at  Great  Yarmouth.  The  mistake  remains  uncorrected  in  Bliss's  critical 
edition  of  Wood.  Indeed  the  editor  adds  to  the  confusion  by  attributing  some  of  the 
«on*s  tbeologioail  writings  to  the  fatheit. 
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supplies  indirectly  valuable  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  school  teaching^ 
in  Shakespeare^s  day.   This  work  is  *  A  New  Discovery  of  the  old  Art 
of  Teaching  Schoole :  in  four  small  Treatises ;  concerning,  A  Petty 
School,  The  Usher's  Duty,  The  Master's  Method,  and  Scholastick 
Discipline :  Shewing  how  Children  in  their  playing  years  may  Gram- 
matically attain  to  a  firm  groimdedness  in  an  exercise  of  the  Latine 
and  Greek  Tongues.'   The  author,  Charles  Hoole,  was  a  suocessfol 
and  celebrated  schoolmaster  in  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth 
century.   He  was  bom  at  Wakefield  in  1610,  and  educated  in  the 
grammar  school  of  his  native  town.    Like  Brinsley,  Hoole  was  con- 
nected with  an  eminent  Churchman  and  divine  who  subsequently  rose 
to  the  episcopal  bench — Dr.  Robert  Sanderson,  the  well-known  casuist 
and  logician.    The  bishop's  gliding  and  helping  hand  was  of  great 
service  to  Hoole  at  the  outset  of  life  as  well  as  in  his  subsequent 
career.   We  are  told  that,  *  by  the  advice  of  his  kinsman.  Dr.  Rob^ 
Sanderson,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  he  was  sent  to  Lincob 
College,  Oxford,  where  he  became  proficient  in  languages  and 
philosophy.'   The  bishop  was  a  native  of  Rotherham,  educated  in 
the  grammar  school  ot  the  town;  anditseems  to  have  been  through  his 
influence  that  young  Hoole,  soon  after  leaving  Oxford,  was  appointed 
head-master  of  the  schooL  Here  he  comment  his  reforms,  and  drew 
up  his  first  sketch  of  the  ^  Lnproved  Scheme  of  Teaching.'  The  grammar 
school  of  Rotherham  is  of  special  interest  fix>m  its  close  resembbmoe 
in  history  and  general  features  to  the  grammar  school  of  Stratford- 
upon-Avon.  Both  were  pre-Reformation  schools,  founded  and  endowed 
about  the  same  time  by  Churchmen  who  were  natives  of  the  respec- 
tive towns,  and  whose  local  patriotism  and  zeal  for  learning  looked 
beyond  the  mere  ecclesiastical  horizon.    Both  schools  were,  however, 
coimected  with  ecclesiastical  foundations,  that  of  Rotherham  with  the 
Collegiate  Charge  in  the  town,  and  that  of  Stratford  with  the  Guild 
of  the  Holy  Cross.    In  each  case  this  ecclesiastical  connection  was 
the  cause  of  their  temporary  ruin,  the  schools  having  fidlen  at  the 
Reformation  with  the  religious  houses  to  which  they  were  attached. 
The  case  of  Rotherham  was  peculiarly  hard,  as  it  seems  to  have  been 
suppressed  by  sheer  violence,  without  even  the  usual  pretexts  of  royal 
mandate  or  legal  authority  of  some  kind.   Its  hard  fsite,  and  indewl, 
all  distinct  knowledge  of  the  pre-Reformation  school  have  apparently 
fisdlen  into  obHvion.    At  least  Carlisle,  the  highest  authority  on  the 
history  of  our  grammar  schools,  seems  to  know  nothing  of  the  earlier 
foundation,  and  gives  the  date  of  its  restoration  in  the  second  half  of 
the  sixteenth,  century  as  that  of  the  establishment  of  the  school.  It 
may  be  worth  while,  therefore,  to  extract  Hoole's  pathetic  lament 
over  its  violent  suppression,  as  the  facts  ought  certainly  to  find  a 
place  in  any  new  edition  of  Carlisle's  valuable  work.    In  a  chapter 
devoted  to  the  establishment  and  multiplication  of  good  grammar 
schools,  Hoole  refers  to  the  matter  as  follows : — 

I  might  here  bewayle  the  unhappy  divertment  of  Jesus  CoUedge  in 
Rotherham;  in  which  Town,  one  Thomas  Scot^  alias  Rotherham,  (a  poor  boy 
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in  Ecclesfield  Parish),  having  had  his  education,  and  being  advanced  to  the 
Arch-bishoprick  of  York,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  fourth,  did  out  of 
love  to  his  country  and  gratitude  to  the  Town,  erect  a  CoUedge  as  a  Schoole 
for  a  Provost  who  was  to  be  a  Divine,  and  to  preach  at  Ecclesfield,  Laxton, 
and  other  places  where  the  Colledge  demeans  lay,  and  three  Fellows,  whereof 
one  was  to  teach  Grammar^  another  MuHck,  and  the  third  Writing ,  besides 
a  number  of  Scholars,  for  some  of  whom  he  also  provided  Fellowships  in 
Uncolne  Colledge  in  Oxford.  But  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  eighth,  the 
Earle  of  Showesbury  (who,  as  I  have  heard,  was  the  first  Lord  that  gave 
his  vote  for  demolishing  of  Abbies),  having  obtained  Boughford  Abbey  in 
Nottinghamshire,  to  the  Prior  whereof  the  Lordship  of  the  Town  of  Bother- 
ham  belonged,  took  advantage  also  to  sweep  away  the  reveneues  of  Botherham 
Colledge  (which,  according  to  a  rentall  that  I  have  seen,  amounted  to  about 
;^2,ooo  per  annum).  And  after  a  while  having  engratiated  himself  with 
some  Townsmen  and  Gentlemen  there  about  by  erecting  a  Cock-pit,  he 
removed  the  Schoole  out  of  the  Colledge  into  a  sorry  house  before  the  gate, 
leaving  it  destitute  of  any  allowance,  till  Mr.  West  (that  writ  the  Presi- 
dents) in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  when  Mr.  Snell  was  Schoolmaster, 
obtained  a  yearly  salary  of  ten  pounds  per  annum,  which  is  since  paid  out  of 
the  Exchequer  by  the  auditor  of  accounts.  I  remember  how  often,  and 
earnestly  Mr.  Francis  West,  who  had  been  Clerk  to  his  Uncle,  would 
declaime  against  the  injury  done  to  that  Schoole,  which  indeed  (as  he  said) 
ought  still  to  have  been  kept  in  the  Colledge,  and  how,  when  I  was  a 
Scboole-master  there,  he  gave  me  a  copy  of  the  Foundation,  and  showed  me 
some  rentalls  of  Lands,  and  told  me  where  many  Deeds  and  Evidences  be- 
longing thereto  were  then  concealed,  and  other  remarkable  passages,  which 
he  was  loth  to  have  buried  in  silence. 

The  main  points  in  this  account  are  confirmed  by  Camden,  who, 
in  his  brief  reference  to  the  town,  says : — 

From  thence  [Sheffield]  Don,  clad  with  alders,  and  other  trees,  goeth  to 
Botheram,  which  glorieth  in  Thomas  Botheram  sometime  Archbishop  of 
ITorke,  a  wise  man,  bearing  the  name  of  the  towne,  beeing  borne  therein, 
and  a  singular  benefactor  thereunto,  who  founded  and  endowed  there  a 
Colledge  with  three  schooles  in  it  to  teach  children  Writing,  Grammar, 
and  Musicke,  which  the  greedy  iniquity  of  these  our  times  hath  already 
swaDowed.* 

It  is  perhaps  hardly  yet  too  late  for  those  who  are  locally  in- 
terested in  the  school  to  inquire  into  the  early  and  persistent  misap- 
propriation of  its  property  and  funds. 

The  grammar  school  at  Stratford  was  suppressed  in  the  usual  way 
by  royal  mandate,  but  after  being  in  abeyance  for  a  few  years  it  was 
restored  by  Edward  VL,  in  the  last  year  of  his  reign  (1553).  That 
of  Botherham  was  restored  some  years  later,  mainly  it  would  seem 
through  local  effort.  They  were  restored,  of  course,  as  Protestant 
foundations,  and  in  their  constitution  and  management  followed  the 
lines  laid  down  for  the  numerous  grammar  schools  established  iu  the 


*  Thomaa  Kotherham,  Archbishop  of  York,  appears,  it  will  be  remembered,  in 
Bieha/rd  III.,  and  in  the  crisis  of  their  fate  attempts  to  shelter  the  unhappy  Queen 
and  princes  from  the  coming  storm. 
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second  half  of  the  great  Beformation  century.  What  these  lines  were, 
so  far  as  the  course  of  instruction  is  concerned,  we  know  perfectly  in 
the  case  of  Eotherham,  as  Hoole  gives  in  detail  the  forms  into  whidi 
the  school  was  divided,  and  the  books  that  were  used  in  each  up  to 
the  time  when  he  became  head-master.  And  the  schools  of  Sotiier- 
ham  and  Stratford  being  alike  in  their  general  character,  we  may 
conclude  with  tolerable  certainty  that  what  was  true  of  the  one,  in 
this  respect,  would  also  be  true  of  the  other,  Hoole's  *  New  Discovery,' 
it  is  true,  was  not  published  till  1659,  but,  as  the  title-page  states,  it 
was  written  twenty-three  years  earlier,  and  had  been  in  private  use, 
and  become  tolerably  well  known  before  it  was  given  to  the  public 
through  the  press.  It  abounds,  too,  with  references  to  the  course  of 
instruction  in  the  Wakefield  grammar  school  when  the  author  was  a 
pupil  there  under  a  master,  who  presided  over  the  school  for  upwards 
of  fifty  years.  Hoole  gives,  at  the  beginning  of  the  work,  a  list  of  the 
books  generally  used  in  the  grammar  schools  of  the  country,  and 
towards  the  end,  as  I  have  said,  the  course  of  instruction  establidied  in 
Botherham  School  before  he  became  head-master.  These  valuable 
details  carry  us  back  to  Shakespeare's  time ;  and  as  they  agree,  where 
comparison  is  possible  with  the  statements  of  Brinsley,  as  well  as  with 
the  scraps  of  information  to  be  derived  from  the  early  school  charters 
and  ordinances,  we  may  accept  them  as  a  guide  to  the  course  of  in- 
struction at  Stratford.  Even  apart  from  this,  we  may  be  sure  that 
whatever  was  generally  true  of  country  grammar  schools  in  the  early 
decades  of  the  seventeenth  century  would  be  true  of  them  in  the  later 
decades  of  the  sixteenth.  Public  schools,  as  a  rule,  are  about  the  most 
conservative  of  human  institutions — so  much  so  that,  except  at  distant 
and  revolutionary  intervals,  the  introduction  even  of  a  new  class-book 
is  a  work  of  extreme  difficulty.  The  Public  School  Commissioners 
who  sat  in  1862  found  that  the  lines  of  instruction  laid  down  in  the 
sixteenth  century  remained  practically  unchanged  till  within  the 
memory  of  the  .  present  generation.  The  only  considerable  change 
that  took  place  between  Shakespeare's  school  days  and  those  of  Hoole 
was  in  the  more  general  teaching  of  Grreek,  as  a  regular  branch  of 
school  instruction.  Leaving,  however,  his  '  less  Greek,'  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  the  *  little  Latin '  which,  according  to  his  friend  and  fellow- 
dramatist,  Shakespeare  possessed.  And  on  this  head  we  may  con- 
fidently assume  that  the  course  of  instruction  established  at  Ashby, 
at  Wakefield,  and  at  Botherham,  would  also  be  found  established  at 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Brinsley  and  Hoole  were  educational  reformers  carrying  on  the 
work  already  begun  by  Ascham  and  Mulcaster.  They  write  on  the 
subject  as  Englishmen  and  Protestants,  animated  by  the  lai^est 
motives  of  patriotism  and  piety.  They  both  urge  that  the  diflfusion 
of  education,  the  multiplication  of  good  schools,  and  the  adoption  of 
better  methods  of  teaching,  are  essential  alike  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Church  and  Conmionwealth.  The  Beformation  had,  indeed,  intr<h 
duced  elements  of  religious  zeal  and  ecclesiastical  rivalry  into  the 
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educational  schemes  of  most  European  countries^  the  results  of  which 
were  very  marked  in  the  second  half  of  the  sixteenth  century.  The 
organisation  of  Protestant  instruction  by  Melanchthon  and  Sturm 
roused  in  turn  the  activity  of  the  Jesuits,  and  under  their  admirable 
management  secondary  education  made  enormous  strides  in  most 
Catholic  coimtries.  Liberal  and  patriotic  thinkers,  it  is  true,  felt  the 
inherent  defects  of  the  Jesuit  movement  in  relation  to  the  higher 
ends  of  education.  While  their  practical  aims  were  far-sighted,  the 
,  moral  and  intellectual  horizon  of  these  ecclesiastical  experts  was,  it 
must  be  admitted,  fatally  narrowed  by  party  and  sectional  barriers. 
And  notwithstanding  their  rare  professional  aptitude  and  adminis- 
trative skill,  the  hide-boimd  views  and  dogmatic  aims  of  the  Jesuits 
soon  converted  their  system  of  secondary  instruction  into  a  hindrance 
rather  than  a  help  of  real  educational  progress.  But  at  the  outset 
their  thorough  study  of  the  subject  led  to  the  discovery  and  adoption 
of  methods  of  teaching  so  skilfiU  and  eflScient  as  to  revolutionise  the 
schools  imder  their  control  and  make  them  a  dominant  educational 
power  in  Catholic  Europe.  Brinsley  shows  a  keen  consciousness  of 
this,  and  his  Protestant  zeal  finds  expression  in  the  dedication  of  his 
work  to  the  Princes  of  the  Royal  House.  *  Why,'  he  asks,  *  should 
wee  the  liege  subjects  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  his  renowned  kingdome 
be  overgone  herein,  by  the  servants  of  Anti-Christ,  many  of  whom 
bend  all  their  wittes  and  joine  their  studies,  for  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage of  their  learning,  even  in  the  grammar  schooles,  only  to  the 
advancement  of  Babylon,  with  the  overthrow  of  this  glorious  nation, 
and  of  all  parts  of  the  Church  of  Christ  ? '  Hall,  in  his  commendatory 
preface,  expresses  the  same  feeling :  ^  The  Jesuits  have  won  much  of 
their  reputation,  and  stoUen  many  hearts  with  their  diligence  in  this 
kinde.  How  happie  shall  it  be  for  the  Church  and  us  if  we  excite 
ourselves  at  least  to  imitate  this  their  forwardness  ?  We  may  out- 
strip them  if  wee  want  not  to  our  selves :  Behold  here,  not  feete  but 
wings  offered  to  us.'  Hoole  again  reflects  the  later  impulse  given  to 
Protestant  education  by  the  labours  of  Comenius.  He  is  thus  more 
decidedly  a  realist  in  education  than  Brinsley,  who  influenced  mainly 
by  Sturm  and  Ascham,  sympathises  with  the  general  views  and  aims 
of  the  humanists. 

As  reformers,  however,  both  Brinsley  and  Hoole  insist  on  sub- 
stantially the  same  changes  in  the  existing  methods  of  instruction.  It 
would  be  out  of  place  to  give  these  in  any  detail,  and  I  shall  notice 
them  only  as  they  throw  light  on  the  traditional  methods  of  teaching, 
in  the  disadvantages  of  which  Shakespeare,  no  doubt,  fully  shared. 
The  great  majority  of  the  improvements  suggested  may  be  summed  up 
in  the  comprehensive  maxim :  *  Follow  nature.'  *  It  is,'  says  Hoole — 

Tully's  observation  of  old,  and  Erasmus  his  assertion  of  later  years,  that 
it  is  as  natural  for  a  childe  to  learn  as  it  is  for  a  beajst  to  go,  a  bird  to  fly, 
or  a  fish  to  swim,  and  I  verily  beleeve  it,  for  the  nature  of  man  is  riestlessely 
desiroas  to  know  things,  and  were  discouragements  taken  out  of  the  way, 
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and  meet  helps  afforded  yonng  learners,  they  wonld  doubtless  go  on  witih 
a  great  deal  more  cherefiilness,  and  make  more  proficiency  at  Uieir  books 
than  usually  they  do :  And  could  the  Master  have  the  discretion  to  make 
their  lessons  familiar  to  them,  children  would  as  much  delight  in  being 
busied  about  them,  as  in  any  other  sport,  if  too  long  continuance  at  them 
might  not  make  them  tedious. 

But  in  order  to  give  free  play  to  this  natural  love  of  learning,  the 
teacher  must  excite  the  interest  and  develop  the  intelligence  of  the 
pupiL  The  interest  of  young  minds  is  roused  by  appealing  to  their 
senses  and  imagination.  In  learning  a  language  the  true  plan, 
therefore,  is  to  begin  with  what  is  best  known  and  most  obvious,  the 
names  of  common  objects,  familiar  words  and  phrases,  and  the 
simplest  grammatical  elements  in  the  mother-tongue.  The  know- 
ledge of  things  must  always  go  hand-in-hand  witi^  the  knowledge 
of  words,  and  in  enforcing  this  Brinsley  quotes  of  the  acqmsition 
of  knowledge  the  philosophical  aphorism  so  often  employed  in 
discussing  its  origin,  *  Nihil  est  in  intellectu  quod  non  prius  faeiat 
in  sensu.'  Hoole  quotes  the  same  maxim  on  the  title-page  of 
his  translation  of  Comenius'  *  Orbis  Pictus,'  and  devotes  the 
preface  to  a  detailed  exposition  of  its  meaning  and  application. 
Without  interpreting  the  use  of  this  maxim  too  absolutely,  its 
adoption  by  each  reformer  sufficiently  indicates  that  the  main  prin- 
ciple of  the  new  methods  recommended  is  that  of  proceeding  from 
the  concrete  and  particular  to  the  abstract  and  general  What  is 
taught  in  this  way,  that  of  advancing  by  easy  steps  from  the  known 
to  the  unknown,  is  easily  learned.  In  opposition  to  this,  Brinsley 
and  Hoole  complain  of  the  time  usually  wasted  in  the  senseless 
grinding  of  mere  grammatical  husks.  They  maintain  that  nothing 
can  be  more  unnatural  or  repellant  than  the  traditional  plan  of 
forcing  a  child  to  learn  by  heart  a  crude  mass  of  abstractions  and 
technicalities  it  cannot  comprehend,  and  compelling  it  to  repeat,  in 
a  dull  mechanical  routine,  definitions  and  rules  of  which  it  under- 
stands neither  the  meaning  nor  the  application.  In  efficient  teaching 
the  intelligence  of  the  learner  must  be  excited  and  carried  forward 
at  every  stage,  by  simplifying  technicalities,  explaining  definitions, 
giving  the  reason  of  the  rules,  and  illustrating  their  meaning  and  range 
by  apt  and  copious  examples. 

Imitation  is  another  natural  principle  which  ought  to  be  largely 
employed  in  the  work  of  instruction.  A  boy  should  learn  a  new 
language  as  he  learns  his  mother-tongue,  by  hearing  it  spoken  and 
picking  it  up  from  colloquial  use.  Hence  the  value  of  using  in  tiie 
lower  forms  of  a  school  familiar  dialogues,  vocabularies  and  phrase- 
books.  The  dialogues  and  phrases  when  thoroughly  mastered 
should  be  committed  to  memory ;  and  repeated  in  various  forms  and 
new  combinations.  For  the  same  reason,  the  saving  of  time  and 
needless  labour,  translations  should  specially  at  first  be  employed. 
On  this  point  both  Brinsley  and  Hoole  strongly  support  Ascham,  and 
the  great  majority  of  the  numerous  school-1x)oks  they  each  pro- 
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dnced  are  intended  to  popularise  his  plan  and  &cilitate  its  adoption. 
Nearly  all  of  these  books  are  versions  with  explanatory  notes  of  the 
authors  usually  read  in  the  lower  forms  of  the  existing  schools.  In 
school  discipline,  again,  the  reformers  rely  on  the  natural  principle 
of  emulation  and  the  love  of  praise,  instead  of  on  the  old  methods  of 
terror  and  force.  Sympathy  and  encouragement  are  to  take  the 
place  of  stripes  and  penalties.  In  cases  of  hesitation  and  mistake, 
the  teacher  should  patiently  try  to  understand  and  remove  the 
pupil's  diflBculty,  instead  of  resorting  to  the  rougher  and  readier  plan 
of  a  word  and  a  blow.  On  this  point  I  may  give  an  extract  from 
Brinsley  that  helps  to  explain  the  title  of  his  work : — 

A  sixth  general  observation,  and  of  no  less  worth  than  any  of  the 
former,  is  this — That  there  be  most  needful  care  chiefly  amongst  all 
the  youngest,  that  no  one  of  them  be  any  way  discomraged,  eyther  by 
bittemesse  of  speech,  or  by  taunting  disgrace :  or  else  by  seuerity  of  cor- 
rection, to  cause  them  to  hate  the  Schoole  before  they  knowe  it:  or  to 
distast  good  learning  before  they  have  felt  the  sweetnesse  of  it :  but 
instead  heereof,  that  all  things  in  Schooles  be  done  by  emulation,  and 
honest  contention,  through  a  wise  commending  in  them  every  thing  which 
any  way  deserveth  praise  and  by  giving  preeminence  in  place,  or  such  like 
rewards.  For  that  adage  is  not  so  ancient  as  true ;  Lau9  excitat  ingenium. 
There  is  no  such  a  Whet-stone,  to  set  an  edge  upon  a  good  wit,  or  to 
incourage  an  ingenious  nature  to  learning  as  praise  is,  as  our  learned 
Master  Askam  doth  most  rightly  affirme.  ♦  *  ♦  ♦  "  Besides  this  also, 
this  same  strife  for  these  Masteries,  and  for  rewards  of  learning,  is  the 
most  commendable  play,  and  the  very  highway  to  make  the  Schoole-house 
to  bee  LudtLB  lUerarius,  indeed,  a  Schoole  of  play  and  pleasing  (as  was 
said),  and  not  of  feare  and  bondage ;  although  there  must  bee  alwaies  a 
meete  and  loving  feare,  furthered  by  a  wise  severitie,  to  maintaine  autho- 
rity, and  to  make  it  also  Lvdua  a  non  ludendo,  a  place  voyd  of  al  fruitless 
play  and  loytering,  the  better  to  be  able  to  effect  al  this  good  which  we 
desire. 

This  extract  points  to  the  main  object  of  both  reformers.  All 
their  suggested  improvements  refer  to  methods  of  teaching  and  the 
details  of  school  management,  rather  than  to  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion. They  do  not  urge  the  introduction  of  new  books,  but  simply 
2L  more  efBcient  and  intelligent  use  of  those  already  established  in  the 
grammar-school  curriculum.  They  show  in  detail  how  in  the  earlier 
classes  a  knowledge  of  grammatical  elements,  of  the  accidence  and 
rules  of  construing,  naay  be  thoroughly  acquired  in  half  the  time 
usually  spent  upon  them ;  how,  as  the  pupil  advances,  the  process  of 
construing  may,  with  proper  helps  and  exercises,  be  enormously 
facilitated ;  and  how,  in  the  higher  forms,  the  reading  of  standard 
authors  and  the  writing  of  Latin  prose  and  verse  may  be  made  not 
only  a  comparatively  easy,  but  an  attractive  and  invigorating  disci- 
pline. 

In  order  to  give  full  effect  to  the  improved  methods,  they 
both  recommend  a  rearrangement  of  the  classes,  which  in  many 
existing  schools  seem  to  have  been  rather  loose  and  straggling. 


Digitized  by  Google 


6i6     IVhat  Shakespeare  learnt  at  School,  pfovember 


Instead  of  a  number  of  thin  and  irregularly  sized  classes,  they  urge 
the  careful  distribution  of  the  pupils  into  compact  and  co-ordinate 
forms,  and  they  show  how  a  well-arranged  system  of  classes  and 
class-work  will  help  to  concentrate,  economise,  and  turn  to  the  best 
account  the  teaching  power  of  the  school.  Hoole  goes  into  minute 
details  as  to  the  number  of  forms,  and  the  work  done  in  each. 
Brinsley  often  speaks  of  the  lower  and  upper  schools,  and  the  authors 
read  in  them ;  and  when  the  school  was  divided  into  six  forms,  eadi 
of  these  sections  would  contain  three.  Sometimes  he  speaks  of  the 
lower,  the  middle,  and  the  upper  school,  and  these  sections  would 
contain  two  or  three  classes  each,  according  as  the  school  was  divided 
into  six  or  nine  forms.  But  whatever  the  number  of  forms,  there 
is  no  difference  whatever  in  the  books  used,  and  the  authors  read,  at 
each  stage  of  the  pupil^s  progress.  On  this  point  both  reformers 
are  highly  conservative.  They  even  maintain  that  a  book  so  unfitted 
in  many  ways  for  elementary  use  as  'Lily's  Grammar,'  must  still 
be  retained  and  taught  in  its  integrity.  This  featiure  makes  their 
list  of  school-books  and  authors  not  only  instructive,  but  directly 
available,  in  the  way  of  evidence,  for  the  purpose  in  hand.  They 
describe  an  established  curriculum  in  which,  as  I  have  said,  there 
would  be  hardly  any  change  of  importance  since  the  days  of  Shake- 
speare's youth. 

Brinsley  gives  a  less  detailed  and  co-ordinate  enumeration  of 
school-books ;  but  his  list  is  valuable,  not  only  from  its  earlier  date, 
but  as  an  introduction  to  the  fuller  account  supplied  by  Hoole. 
The  difference  between  them  arises  from  the  fact,  that  Brinsley 
nowhere  attempts  a  full  or  formal  enumeration  of  the  books  in  use, 
but  simply  refers  to  them  incidentally  in  connection  with  his  own 
labours,  and  the  improved  methods  of  teaching  he  expounds  and 
enforces.  Hoole,  on  the  other  hand,  gives,  as  I  have  said,  two  lists : 
one  of  the  books  used  in  the  classes  of  Rotherham  Grrammar  School 
early  in  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  other  of  the 
works  used  in  the  different  grammar  schools  throughout  the  country. 
In  the  lower  school  the  first  class  was  of  course  engaged  for  a  time 
in  mastering  the  accidence  and  the  rules  of  '  Lily's  Grammar,'  and 
the  bitterest  complaints  are  made  of  the  time  usually  wasted  in 
the  process.  When  the  pupils  had  acquired  some  command  over 
the  granmiatical  elements,  and  advanced  towards  construing,  Brinsley 
gives  the  following,  ^  the  list  of  authors  read  in  the  lower  school : 
'Pueriles  Confabulatiunculae,  Sententiae  Pueriles,  Cato,  Corderius' 
Dialogues,  Esop's  Fables,  Tully's  Epistles  gathered  by  Sturmius, 
Tolly's  OiBBces,  with  the  books  adjoined  to  them,  the  De  Amicitia, 
De  Senectute,  and  the  Paradoxes,  Ovid  de  Tristibus,  Ovid's  Meta- 
morphoses, and  Virgil.'  He  also  mentions,  as  helps  at  this  stage, 
Drax's  'Manual  of  Phrases,'  the  'Flores  Poetarum,'  and  Cicero's 
'De  Natura  Deorum.'  In  the  upper  school,  while  Ovid  and  Viigil 
are  still  read,  he  mentions  among  the  more  difficult  authors  taken 
up,  Plautus,  Horace,  Persius,  and  Juvenal.    In  reading  these  he 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 879]     IVhat  Shakespeare  learnt  at  School.  617 


recommends  all  the  helps  which  can  be  had,  and  enumerates  the 
critical  texts  and  commentaries  that  are  likely  to  prove  of  the 
greatest  service.  In  the  higher  forms,  however,  the  boys  are  largely 
occupied  in  writing  Latin  epistles,  Latin  themes  and  verses,  and  in 
the  rhetorical  as  well  as  the  grammatical  study  of  the  Latin  poets 
and  prose  writers.  Hoole's  first  list  is  of  books  and  authors  com- 
monly used  in  the  grammar  schools  of  the  country.  But,  side  by 
side  with  this,  he^gives  another  list,  headed  ^  Subsidiary  Books,'  those 
which  may  be  valuable  for  use  and  reference  at  each  stage  of  the 
progress.    Of  this  double  list  he  speaks  as  follows  : — 

The  Authors  which  I  prescribe  to  be  used  are  partly  classical,  which  every 
scholar  should  provide  for  himselfe,  and  because  tk^  are  constandy  learnt 
in  most  Grammar  Schools  I  appoint  them  to  be  read  at  such  times  as  are 
usually  spent  in  Lessons.  The  Subsidiary  Books  are  those  which  are  helpful 
to  childron  in  performing  their  tasks  with  more  ease  and  benefit;  and, 
because  aU  the  scholars  will  not  have  like  need  of  them,  and  they  are  more 
than  any  one  will  desire  to  buy,  these  should  be  laid  up  in  the  Schoole 
library,  for  every  Form  to  make  use  on  as  they  shall  have  occasion. 

To  save  space,  I  shall  give  only  the  list  of  books  and  authors 
commonly  read  in  the  grammar  schools.  The  first  form  is  occupied 
with  the  Accidence  and  the  'Sententiae  Pueriles';  the  books  in 
use  in  the  second  form  were  *  Lily's  Grammar,'  Cato's  'Maxims,* 
'Pueriles  Confabulatiunculae,'  and  the  Colloquies  of  Corderius;  in 
the  third  form,  in  addition  to  the  grammar  and  Latin  Testament, 
Aesop's  Fables,  the  Dialogues  of  Castelio,  the  Ecl(^es  of  Mantu- 
anus,  and  the  Colloquies  of  Helvicus ;  in  the  fourth  form,  in  addition 
to  the  Testament  and  grammar,  the  'Elements  of  Ehetoric,' 
Terence, '  The  Selected  Epistles  of  Cicero,'  Ovid's  '  De  Tristibus '  and 
'Metamorphoses,'  and  Buchanan's  Psalms;  in  the  fifth  form,  in 
addition  to  the  'Elements  of  Ehetoric,'  Livy's  Orations,  Justin, 
Caesar,  Floras,  the  Colloquies  of  Erasmus,  and  Virgil ;  in  the  sixth 
form,  Horace,  Juvenal,  Persius,  Lucan,  Plautus,  Martial,  Cicero's 
Orations,  and  Seneca's  Tragedies.  The  list  of  authors  in  the  sixth 
form  is  rather  a  long  one,  but  it  would  seem  that  while  Horace, 
Juvenal,  and  Persius  were  thoroughly  read,  the  others  were  only  read 
in  selected  portions.  On  this  point  Hoole  says,  in  his  own  detailed 
account  of  the  work  in  this  form,  '  As  for  Lucan,  Seneca's  Tragedies, 
Martiall,  and  the  rest  of  the  finest  Latin  poets,  you  may  do  well  to 
give  them  a  taste  of  each,  and  show  them  how  and  wherein  they  may 
imitate  them,  and  borrow  something  out  of  them.  Mr.  Fambie's 
notes  upon  them  will  be  helpful ;  and  Parens  or  Taubman  upon 
Plautus  will  make  that  some  merry  comedies  of  his  may  be  easily 
read  over.' 

To  complete  the  evidence  supplied  by  Hoole,  I  will  give  in  his 
own  words  his  account  of  the  books  and  authors  used  in  the 
Botherham  Grammar  School  before  he  became  head-master.  This 
second  list  is  indeed  of  far  higher  interest  and  value  for  the  purpose 
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of  this  paper  than  the  first,  as  it  gives  a  vivid  pictiure  of  the  work 
actually  done  in  the  various  forms  of  a  country  grammar  school 
while  Shakespeare  was  still  alive.  As  will  be  seen,  Hoole  gives  these 
details  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  he  had  proposed  do 
change  in  the  course  of  instruction,  but  simply  in  the  methods  of 
teaching  and  school  management ; — 

That  none  may  censure  this  Discovery  which  I  have  made  to  be  an 
uncouth  way  of  Teaching,  or  contrary  to  what  had  been  aforetime  obs^ed 
by  my  Predecessors  at  Eotherham  School  (which  is  the  same  that  most 
Schoole-Masters  yet  use),  I  have  hereto  annexed  their  method,  just  as  I 
received  it  from  the  mouth  of  some  Scholars  who  had  been  trained  np 
therein  all  theur  time  at  that  Schoole  and  thence  sent  to  the  University; 
before  I  came  hither  to  be  master. 

The  custom  was  to  enter  boyes  to  the  Schoole  one  by  one,  as  they  were 
fit  for  the  Accidents,  and  to  let  them  proceed  therein  severally,  till  so  many 
others  came  to  them,  as  were  fit  to  be  rauked  with  them  in  a  form.  These 
were  first  put  to  read  the  Accidents,  and  afterwards  made  to  commit  it  to 
memory ;  which  when  they  had  done,  they  were  exercised  in  construing  and 
parsing  the  examples  in  the  English  Bules,  and  this  was  called  the  first 
form  :  of  which  it  was  required  to  say  four  Lessons  a  day :  but  of  the  other 
forms,  a  part  and  a  Lesson  in  the  fore-noons,  and  a  lesson  onely  in  the 
after. 

The  second  form  was  to  repeat  the  Accidents  for  Parts ;  to  say  fore- 
noons Lessons  in  Propria  quae  maribus,  Quae  genus,  and  As  in  praesenti, 
which  they  repeated  memoriter,  construed  and  parsed ;  to  say  an  after-noon's 
lessone  in  Sententiae  Pueriles,  which  they  repeated  by  hart,  and  constmed 
and  parsed ;  they  repeated  their  tasks  every  Friday  memoriter,  and  parsed 
their  Sentences  out  of  the  English. 

The  third  form  was  enjoyned  first  to  repeat  two  parts  together  eveiy 
morning,  one  out  of  the  Accidents  and  the  other  out  of  that  forementioned 
part  of  the  Grammar,  and  together  with  their  parts,  each  one  was  made  to 
form  one  person  of  a  verb  Active  in  any  of  the  four  Conjugations :  their 
fore-noons  Lessons  were  in  Syntaxis,  which  they  used  to  say  memoriter, 
then  to  construe  it,  and  parse  onely  the  words  which  contain  the  force  of  the 
Rule ;  their  fore-noons  lessons  were  two  dayes  in  Aesop's  Fables,  and  other 
two  dayes  in  Cato  ;  both  which  they  construed  and  parsed,  and  said  Cato 
memoriter ;  these  Lessons  they  translated  into  English,  and  r^)eated  all  on 
Fridayes,  construing  out  of  the  Translations  into  Latine. 

The  fourth  form  having  ended  Syntaxis,  first  repeated  it,  and  Propria 
quae  maribus  4&c.,  together  for  parts,  and  formed  a  person  of  a  verh 
Pajssive,  as  they  did  the  Active  before ;  for  Lessons  they  proceeded  to  the 
by-rules,  and  so  to  Figura  and  Prosodia ;  for  after-noon  lessons  they  read 
Terence  two  dayes,  and  Mantuan  two  days,  which  they  translated  into 
English,  and  repeated  on  Fridayes,  as  before. 

The  fifth  form  said  one  part  in  the  Latine,  and  another  in  the  Gre^ 
Grammar  together ;  their  fore-noons  Lessons  was  in  Butler's  Khetorick, 
which  they  said  memoriter,  and  then  construed,  and  applyed  the  example 
to  the  definition ;  their  after-noons  Lessons  were  two  days  in  Ovid's  Meta- 
morphosis, and  two  days  TuUie's  Offices,  both  which  they  translated  into 
English ;  they  learned  to  scan  and  prove  verses  in  Flores  Poetarum,  and 
repeated  their  week's  works  on  Fridays,  as  before. 
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The  sixth  form  continued  their  parts  in  the  Greek  Grammar,  and 
formed  a  yerb  Active  at  every  part;  they  read  the  Greek  Testament  for 
fore-noons  Lessons,  beginning  with  Saint  John's  Gospel ;  their  after-noones 
Lessons  were  two  dayes  in  Virgil,  and  two  days  in  Tullie's  Orations.  They 
constrned  the  Greek  Testament  into  Latino,  and  the  rest  into  English. 

The  seventh  form  went  on  with  the  Greek  Grammar,  forming  at  every 
part  a  verb  Passive  or  Medium ;  they  bad  their  fore-noons  Jjossons  in 
Isocrates,  which  they  translated  into  Latino ;  their  afler-noon  lessons  were 
two  days  in  Horace,  and  two  days  in  Seneca's  Tragedies ;  both  which  they 
translated  into  English. 

In  the  eighth  form  Hesiod  was  read  in  the  morning,  while  Juvenal  and 
Persins  were  construed  in  the  after-noon. 

[The  ninth  form  was  wholly  occupied  with  Greek  books.] 

The  evidence  of  these  lists,  given  by  eminent  head-masters  writing 
somewhat  later  than  Shakespeare's  school  days,  may  be  compared  with 
the  fragments  of  contemporary  evidence  contained  in  the  earlier 
school  charters  and  ordinances.  The  result  would,  I  venture  to 
think,  be  a  strong  confirmation  of  their  substantial  validity  for  the 
purpose  in  hand.  As  an  illustration,  I  give. below*  from  the  early 
school  statutes  one  that  contains  perhaps  the  most  detailed  list  of 
books  and  authors  to  be  found  in  Carlisle's  tjollection — that  of  the 
Free  Grammar  School  of  St.  Bees  in  Cumberland,  drawn  up  in  1 583. 
This  list,  having  been  prepared  on  authority  within  five  or  six  years 
after  Shakespeare  left  school,  may  be  accepted  bs  representing  fairly 
enough  the  books  and  authors  usually  read  in  the  country  gnunmar 
schools.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  this  list  the  modem  Latin  poets  used 
in  the  schools  are  enumerated  separately,  Mantuanus  coming  first. 


*  *  These  books/.says  the  Statute,  'shall  only  be  read  in  the  said  School,  except 
it  shall  be  otherwise  appointed  hereafter,  by  those  that  have  authority  : — 

The  A  B  C  in  English. 

The  Catechism  in  English,  set  forth  by  public  authority. 
The  Psalter  and  Book  of  Cotnmon  Prayer  \.  ti.««.ij«v» 
The  New  Testament  )  in  English 

The  Queen's  Grammar,  with  the  Accidence. 
The  Small  Catechism  in  Latin,  publicly  authorised. 
Confabulationes  Pueriles. 
(  Aesoppi  Fabulae. 

(Epistolae  Minores  Selectae. 
Officiorum. 
De  Amicitia. 
De  Senectute. 
Tusculanarum  Questionum. 
Orations,  or  any  other  of  his  works. 

Salustius. 
Justinus. 

Commentaril  Caesaris. 
k  Q.  Curtius. 
Distica  Catonis. 
Terentius. 
•Verse  VirgUius. 
Horatius. 

(Mdii  Metamorphoses. 
Ovid:  «de  Tristibua.* 


B.  Mantuanus. 
Palingenius. 
Buchanani  Script  a. 
Sedulius. 
Prudentius. 
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The  second  name  is  printed  by  Carlisle  as  Pallurgenias,  but  this  is 
evidently  a  mistake  for  Palingenins  whose  '  Zodiac  of  Life '  was  a 
very  popular  book  in  the  sixteenth  century.  For  the  rest,  the 
authors  enumerated  both  in  prose  and  verse  correspond  substantially 
with  the  lists  already  given. 

From  these  various  sources,  contemporary  and  quasi-contemporary, 
we  may  form  a  trustworthy  general  estimate  of  Shakespeare's  course 
of  instruction  during  his  school  days.  At  that  time,  as  we  have 
seen,  boys  usually  went  to  the  grammar  school  about  six  or  at 
latest  seven  years  of  age,  and  entered  at  once  upon  the  Accidence. 
In  his  first  year,  therefore,  Shakespeare  would  be  occupied  with  the 
Accidence  and  grammar.  In  his  second  year,  with  the  elements  of 
grammar,  he  would  read  some  manual  of  short  phrases  and  familiar 
dialogues,  and  these  committed  to  memory  would  be  colloquially 
employed  in  the  work  of  the  school;  in  his  third  year,  if  not 
before,  he  would  take  up  Gate's  Maxims  and  Aesop's  Fables ;  in  his 
fourth,  while  continuing  the  Fables,  he  would  read  the  Eclogues  of 
Mantuanns,  parts  of  Ovid,  some  of  Cicero's  Epistles,  and  probably 
one  of  his  shorter  treatises ;  in  his  fifth  year  he  would  continue  the 
reading  of  Ovid's  Metamorphoses,  with  parte  of  Virgil  and  Terence ; 
and  in  the  sixth  Horace,  Plautus,  and  probably  part  of  Juvenal  and 
Persius,  with  some  of  Cicero's  Orations  and  Seneca's  Tragedies.  In 
going  through  such  a  course,  unless  the  teaching  at  Stratford  was 
exceptionally  ineflScient,  the  boy  must  have  made  some  progress  in 
several  of  these  authors,  and  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
language  to  read  fgdrly  well  at  sight  the  more  popular  poets  and  prose 
writers  such  as  Ovid  and  Cicero.  The  masters  of  the  school  during 
the  time  Shakespeare  attended  it  would  seem,  however,  to  have  been 
at  least  of  average  attainments  and  ability  as  they  rapidly  gained 
promotion.  No  fewer  than  three  held  the  post  during  the  decade 
from  1570  to  1580.  In  the  first  two  years  Walter  Eoche,  for  the 
next  five,  the  most  important  in  Shakespeare's  school  history,  Thomas 
Hunt,  and  during  the  last  three  years  Thomas  Jenkins  were  head- 
masters in  the  school. 

About  the  time  that  Shakespeare's  parents  would  be  thinking 
of  sending  their  eldest  boy  to  school  there  seems,  moreover,  to  have 
been  a  good  deal  of  local  activity  in  relation  to  the  building,  the 
old  school-house  having  been  put  into  thorough  repair,  and  changes 
made  in  the  internal  arrangement  for  the  purpose  of  rendering,  it 
more  airy  and  healthful.  In  the  Chamberlain's  accounts  for  the 
year  1568  mention  is  made  of  sums  expended  for  <  repairing  the 
scole,'  'dressing  and  sweeping  the  scole-house,'  * ground-seUynge 
the  old  scole,  and  taking  down  the  sollar  over  the  school,'  expressions 
which  warrant  the  conclusion  that  there  was  not  only  a  school-house 
existing  in  the  early  years  of  our  Poet,  but  that  it  had  even  then  con- 
siderable pretensions  to  antiquity.  We  may  reasonably  infer  that  as 
it  had  been  put  into  repair  in  the  year  1 568,  it  continued  in  a  state 
available  for  use  until  it  was  repaired  again  about  the  year  1 594  or 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 879]      What  Shakespeare  learnt  at  School.     62 1 


1 595/  *  when  the  chapel  of  the  guild  was  temporarily  used,  as  it 
probably  had  been  more  than  once  before,  instead  of  the  school-house. 
The  *  soUar '  referred  to  in  this  extract  was  a  small  story,  in  many 
cases  a  loft  or  garret,  and  taking  away  the  sollar  over  the  school-house 
would,  I  suppose,  indicate  that  it  was  heightened  and  possibly  newly 
roofed  as  well  as  partially  refloored.    Shakespeare's  father  had  been 
chosen  town  bailiff  during  the  year  in  which  these  improvements 
were  made,  and  it  would  be  part  of  his  official  duty  to  inspect  them 
during  their  progress  and  see  that  the  work  was  well  done.    As  a 
prosperous  burgess  and  magistrate,  he  would  be  proud  of  the  re- 
suscitated foundation  connected  with  the  Ancient  Guild  of  the  Holy 
Cross,  and  now  known  as  the  '  King's  New  School,'  and  would  na- 
turally regard  with  special  interest  the  renovated  building  where  his 
son  was  soon  to  feel  the  magical  touch  of  that  lettered  awakening 
which  in  a  thousand  diversified  forms  was  everywhere  quickening  the 
latent  seeds  of  genius  into  fruitful  life.   The  new  school  in  the 
old  school-house  was,  indeed,  at  once  the  symbol  and  meeting  place 
not  only  of  the  two  civilisations,  the  Classical  and  the  Christian,  which 
have  determined  the  character  of  modem  Europe,  but  of  the  two 
main  currents  of  the  latter,  the  Catholic  and  the  Protestant,  which 
are  found  united  in  the  most  brilliant  and  productive  period  of 
English  literature.    Associations  connected  with  these  great  streams 
of  influence  were  concentrated  in  the  chapel  and  school-house  of 
the  Cruild,  and  reflected  from  the  most  familiar  objects  and  occupa- 
tions of  both,  from  the  ancient  doorway  through  which  the  boy 
passed  out  of  the  sunlight  into  the  shadows  and  subdued  hum  of  the 
school,  from  the  rude  oak  forms  and  desks  at  which  he  sat,  from  the 
pater  noster  he  pattered,  and  the  catechism  which  by  royal  authority 
he  was  obliged  to  learn,  from  the  well-thumbed  books  of  his  weather- 
stained  satchel  over  which  he  pored,  from  the  milder  or  more  severe 
exhortations  and  *  lectures '  of  Thomas  Hunt  *  artsman  *  and  head- 
master, and,  perhaps  most  vividly  of  all,  from  the  fine  series  of 
paintings  on  the  chapel  walls,  depicting  with  archaic  faith  and  power 
the  '  Invention '  of  the  Holy  Cross,  some  of  them  already  half-defeced 
by  the  pious  vandalism  of  unsparing  religious  zeal.  The  whole  round 
of  school  influences  and  associations — from  the  simple  piety  of  the 
cris-cross  row,  and  the  elementary  difficulties  of  the  Primer  to  the 
harsh  constructions  of  Persius  and  the  pagan  horrors  of  Seneca's 
*  Medea '  and  '  Thyestes ' — must  have  melted  as  years  went  by,  almost 
unconsciously  perhaps,  into  the  capacious  and  retentive  mind  of  the 
marvellous  boy,  and  helped  with  the  life  of  nature  in  the  fields 
and  woods,  and  the  civic  stir  and  social  movements  of  the  town, 
to  prepare  and  qualify  him  for  his  future  work. 

Thos.  S.  Batnbs. 

{To  he  continued,) 


•  Stratford-upon-Avon  Grammar  School  by  King  Edward  VI.  Report  of  the 
Proceedings  at  the  Tercentenary  Meeting,  June  30,  1B53,  pp.  39-40. 
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A  Siding  at  a  Eailway  Station. 
I. 

SOME  years  ago  I  was  travelling  by  railway,  no  matter  whence  or 
whither.  I  was  in  a  second-class  carriage.  We  had  been  long 
on  the  road,  and  had  still  some  distance  before  us,  when  one  evening 
our  journey  was  brought  unexpectedly  to  an  end  by  the  train  running 
into  a  siding.  The  guards  opened  the  doors,  we  were  told  that  we 
could  proceed  no  further,  and  were  required  to  alight.  The  passen- 
gers were  numerous  and  of  all  ranks  and  sorts.  There  were  third  class, 
second,  first,  with  saloon  carriages  for  several  great  persons  of  high 
distinction.  We  had  ministers  of  state,  judges  on  circuit,  directors, 
leading  men  of  business,  idle  young  men  of  family  who  were  out 
amusing  themselves,  an  archbishop,  several  ladies,  and  a  duke  and 
duchess  with  their  suite.  These  favoured  travellers  had  Pullman  cars 
to  themselves  and  occupied  as  much  room  as  was  allotted  to  scores  of 
plebeians.  I  had  amused  myself  for  several  days  in  observing  the 
luxurious  appurtenances  by  which  they  were  protected  against  dis- 
comfort— the  piles  of  cushions  and  cloaks,  the  baskets  of  dainties,  the 
novels  and  magazines  to  pass  away  the  time,  and  the  profound  attention 
which  they  metwith  firom  the  conductorsandstation-masters  on  the  line. 
The  rest  of  us  were  a  miscellaneous  crowd — conmiercial  people,  lawyers, 
artists,  men  of  letters,  tourists  moving  about  for  pleasure  or  because 
they  had  nothing  to  do ;  and  in  the  third-class  carriages,  artisans  and 
labourers  in  search  of  work,  women  looking  for  husbands  or  for 
service,  or  beggars  flying  from  starvation  in  one  part  of  the  world  to 
find  it  follow  them  like  their  shadows,  let  them  go  where  they  pleased. 
All  these  were  huddled  together,  feeding  hardly  on  such  poor  provisions 
as  they  carried  with  them  or  could  pick  up  at  the  stopping-places. 
No  more  consideration  was  shown  them  than  if  they  had  been  so  many 
cattle.  But  they  were  merry  enough :  songs  and  sounds  of  laughter 
came  from  their  windows,  and  notwithstanding  all  their  conveniences, 
the  languid-looking  fine  people  in  the  large  compartments  seemed  to 
me  to  get  through  their  journey  with  less  enjoyment  after  all  than 
their  poor  fellow  travellers.  These  last  appeared  to  be  of  tougher 
texture,  to  care  less  for  being  jolted  and  shaken,  to  be  better-humoured 
and  kinder  to  one  another.  They  had  found  life  go  hard  with  them 
wherever  they  had  been,  and  could  be  as  happy  in  one  place  as  in 
another. 

The  intimation  that  our  journey  was  for  the  present  at  an  end 
came  on  most  of  us  as  an  unpleasant  surprise.  The  grandees  got 
out  in  a  high  state  of  indignation.  They  called  for  their  servants,  but 
their  servants  did  not  hear  them,  or  laughed  and  passed  on.  The 
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conductors  had  forgotten  to  be  obsequious.  All  classes  on  the  platform 
were  suddenly  on  a  level,  A  beggar-woman  hustled  the  duchess 
as  she  was  standing  astonished  because  her  maid  had  left  her  to  cany 
her  own  bag.  The  patricians  were  pushed  about  among  the  crowd  with 
no  more  concern  than  if  they  had  been  common  mortals.  They  de- 
manded loudly  to  see  the  station-master.  The  minister  complained 
angrily  of  the  delay ;  an  important  negotiation  woidd  be  imperilled  by 
his  detention,  and  he  threatened  the  company  with  the  displeasure  of  his 
department.  A  consequential  youth  who  had  just  heard  of  the  death  of 
his  elder  brother  was  flying  home  to  take  his  inheritance.  A  great 
lady  had  secured,  as  she  had  hoped,  a  brilliant  match  for  her 
daughter ;  her  work  over,  she  had  been  at  the  baths  to  recover  from 
the  dissipation  of  the  season.  DiflSculty  had  risen  unlooked  for,  and 
unless  she  was  at  hand  to  remove  it,  the  worst  consequences  might  be 
feared.  A  banker  declared  that  the  credit  of  a  leading  commercial 
house  might  fail  unless  he  could  be  at  home  on  the  day  fixed  for  his 
return  :  he  alone  could  save  it.  A  solicitor  had  the  evidence  in  his 
portmanteau  which  would  determine  the  succession  to  the  lands  and 
title  of  an  ancient  family.  An  elderly  gentleman  was  in  despair  about 
his  young  wife  whom  he  had  left  at  home  ;  he  had  made  a  will  by 
which  she  was  to  lose  his  fortune  if  she  married  again  after  his  death, 
but  the  will  was  lying  in  his  desk  unsigned.  The  archbishop  was  on 
his  way  to  a  synod  where  the  great  question  was  to  be  discussed 
whether  gas  might  be  used  at  the  altar  instead  of  candles.  The  altar 
candles  were  blessed  before  they  were  used,  and  the  doubt  was  whether 
gas  could  be  blessed.  The  right  reverend  prelate  conceived  that  if  the 
gas  tubes  were  made  in  the  shape  of  candles  the  diflSculty  could  be 
got  over,  but  he  feared  that  without  his  moderating  influence  the 
majority  might  come  to  a  rash  decision.  All  these  persons  were 
clamouring  at  their  various  anxieties  with  the  most  naive  frankness, 
the  truth  coming  freely  out,  whatever  it  might  be.  One  distinguished 
looking  lady  in  deep  mourning,  ^ith  a  sad  gentle  face,  alone  was 
resigned  and  hopefrd.  It  seemed  that  her  husband  had  been  stopped 
not  long  before  at  the  same  station.  She  thought  it  possible  Uiat 
she  might  meet  him  again. 

The  station-master  listened  to  the  complaints  with  composed 
indifference.  He  told  the  loudest  that  they  need  not  alarm  themselves. 
The  State  would  survive  the  absence  of  the  minister.  The  minister, 
in  fact,  was  not  thinking  of  the  State  at  all,  but  of  the  party  triimiph 
which  he  expected ;  and  the  peerage  which  was  to  be  his  reward,  the 
station-master  said  would  now  be  of  no  use  to  him.  The  youth  had  a 
second  brother  who  would  succeed  instead  of  him,  and  the  tenants  would 
not  be  inconvenienced  by  the  change.  The  fine  lady's  daughter  would 
marry  to  her  own  liking  instead  of  her  mother's,  and  would  be  all  the 
happier  for  it.  The  commercial  house  was  already  insolvent,  and  the 
longer  it  lasted  the  more  innocent  people  would  be  ruined  by  it.  The 
hoy  whom  the  lawyer  intended  to  make  into  a  rich  baronet  was  now 
working  industriously  at  school,  and  would  grow  up  a  useful  man. 
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If  a  great  estate  fell  ia  to  him  he  would  be  idle  and  dissolate*  The 
old  man  might  congratulate  himself  that  he  had  escaped  so  soon  from 
the  scrape  into  which  he  had  fallen.  His  wife  would  marry  an 
adventurer  and  would  suffer  worse  from  inheriting  his  fortune.  The 
archbishop  was  commended  for  his  anxiety.  His  solution  of  the 
candle  problem  was  no  doubt  an  excellent  one ;  but  his  clergy  were 
now  provided  with  a  harmless  subject  to  quarrel  over,  and  if  it  was 
adopted  they  might  Ml  out  over  something  else  which  might  he  | 
seriously  mischievous. 

^  Do  you  mean,  then,  that  you  are  not  going  to  send  us  forward  at 
all  ? '  the  minister  inquired  sternly. 

'  You  will  see,'  the  station-master  answered  with  a  curious  short 
laugh.  lobserved  that  he  looked  more  gently  at  the  lady  in  mourniiig. 
She  had  said  nothing,  but  he  knew  what  was  in  her  mind,  and 
though  he  held  out  no  hope  in  words  that  her  wish  would  be  grati- 
fied, he  smiled  sadly,  and  the  irony  passed  out  of  his  face. 

The  crowd,  meanwhile,  were  standing  about  the  platform  whistling 
tunes  or  amusing  themselves,  not  ill-naturedly,  at  the  distress  of  their 
grand  companions.  Something  considerable  was  happening.  Bat 
they  had  so  long  experienced  the  ups  and  downs  of  things  that  they 
were  prepared  for  what  fortune  might  send.  They  had  not  expect^ 
to  find  a  Paradise  where  they  were  going,  and  one  place  might  be  as 
good  as  another.  They  had  nothing  belonging  to  them  except  the 
clothes  they  stood  in  and  their  bits  of  skill  in  their  different  trades. 
Wherever  men  were,  there  would  be  need  of  cobblers  and  tailors  and 
smiths  and  carpenters.  If  not,  they  might  fall  on  their  feet  somehow 
if  there  was  work  to  be  done  of  any  sort. 

Presently  a  bell  rang,  a  door  was  flimg  open,  and  we  were  ordered 
into  a  wwting-room,  where  we  were  told  that  our  luggage  was  to  be 
examined.  It  was  a  large  barely  furnished  apartment  like  the 
aaUe  cPatteTvte  at  the  Northern  Eailway  Station  at  Paris.  A  rail 
ran  across,  behind  which  we  were  all  penned ;  opposite  to  us  was 
the  usual  long  table,  on  which  were  piled  boxes,  bags,  and  portr 
manteaus,  and  behind  them  stood  a  row  of  officials,  in  a  plain  uniform 
with  gold  bands  round  their  caps,  and  the  dry  peremptory  manner 
which  passengers  accustomed  to  deference  so  particularly  dislike. 
At  their  backs  was  a  screen  extending  across  the  room,  reaching 
half  way  to  the  ceiling ;  in  the  rear  of  it  there  was  apparently  an 
office. 

We  each  looked  to  see  that  our  particular  belongings  were  safe, 
but  we  were  surprised  to  find  that  we  could  recognise  none  of  them. 
Packages  there  were  in  plenty,  alleged  to  be  the  property  of  the  pas- 
sengers who  had  come  in  by  the  train.  They  were  arranged  in  the 
three  classes — first,  second,  and  third — ^but  the  proportions  were  in- 
verted :  most  of  it  was  labelled  as  the  luggage  of  the  travellers  in  fus- 
tian, who  had  brought  nothing  with  them  but  what  they  carried  in  their 
hands ;  a  moderate  heap  stood  where  the  second-class  luggage  should 
have  been,  and  some  of  superior  quality,  but  none  of  us  could 
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make  out  the  shapes  of  our  own  trunks.  As  to  the  grand  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  the  innumerable  articles  which  I  had  seen  put  as  theirs 
into  the  van  were  nowhere  to  be  found,  A  few  shawls  and 
cloaks  lay  upon  the  planks,  and  that  was  all.  There  was  a  loud  out- 
cry, but  the  officials  were  accustomed  to  it,  and  took  no  notice.  The 
station-master,  who  was  still  in  charge  of  us,  said  briefly  that  the 
saloon  luggage  would  be  sent  forward  in  the  next  train.  The  late 
owners  would  have  no  more  use  for  it,  and  it  would  be  delivered  to 
their  friends. 

The  late  owners  I  Were  we  no  longer  actual  owners,  then  ?  My 
individual  loss  was  not  great,  and,  besides,  it  might  be  made  up  to  me, 
for  I  saw  my  name  on  a  strange  box  on  the  table,  and  being  of  curious 
disposition,  the  singularity  of  the  adventure  made  it  interesting  to 
me.  The  consternation  of  the  rest  was  indescribable.  The  minister 
supposed  that  he  had  fallen  among  Communists,  who  disbelieved  in 
property,  and  was  beginning  a  speech  on  the  elementary  conditions  of 
society,  when  silence  was  called,  and  the  third-class  passengers  were 
ordered  to  advance,  that  their  boxes  might  be  opened.  Each  maij 
had  his  own  carefully  docketed.  The  lids  flew  off,  and  within,  instead 
of  clothes  and  shoes  and  dressing  apparatus  and  money  and  jewels 
and  such  like,  were  simply  samples  of  the  work  which  he  had  done  in 
his  life.  There  was  an  account-book  also,  in  which  was  entered  the 
number  of  days  which  he  had  worked,  the  number  and  size  of  the 
fields,  &c.,  which  he  had  drained  and  enclosed  and  ploughed,  the 
crops  which  he  had  reaped,  the  walls  which  he  had  built,  the 
metal  which  he  had  dug  out  and  smelted  and  fashioned  into  articles 
of  use  to  mankind,  the  leather  which  he  had  tanned,  the  clothes 
which  he  had  woven — all  entered  with  punctual  exactness ;  and  on 
the  opposite  page,  the  wages  which  he  had  received,  and  the  share 
which  had  been  allotted  to  him  of  the  good  things  which  he  had 
helped  to  create. 

Besides  his  work,  so  specifically  called,  there  were  his  actions — ^his 
affection  for  his  parents,  or  his  wife  and  children,  his  self-denials,  his 
charities,  his  purity,  his  truth,  his  honesty,  or,  it  might  be,  ugly  cata- 
Ic^es  of  sins  and  oaths  and  drunkenness  and  brutality.  But  inquiry 
into  action  was  reserved  for  a  second  investigation  before  a  higher  com- 
missioner. The  first  examination  was  confined  to  the  literal  work  done 
by  each  man  for  the  general  good — ^how  much  he  had  contributed, 
and  how  much  society  had  done  for  him  in  return ;  and  no  one,  it 
seemed,  could  be  allowed  to  go  any  farther  without  a  certificate  of 
having  passed  this  test  satisfactorily.  With  these  workmen,  the 
balance  in  most  instances  was  found  enormously  in  their  favour.  The 
state  of  the  case  was  so  clear  that  the  scrutiny  was  rapidly  got  over, 
and  they  and  their  luggage  were  passed  in  to  the  higher  court.  A 
few  were  found  whose  boxes  were  empty,  who  had  done  nothing  useful 
all  their  lives,  and  had  subsisted  by  begging  and  stealing.  These 
were  ordered  to  stand  aside  till  the  rest  of  us  had  been  disposed  of. 

The  saloon  passengers  were  taken  next.    Most  of  them,  who  had 
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nothing  at  all  to  show,  were  called  up  together,  and  were  asked  what 
they  had  to  say  for  themselves.  A  well-dressed  gentleman,  who  spoke 
for  the  rest,  said  that  the  whole  investigation  was  a  mystery  to  him. 
He  and  his  friends  had  been  bom  to  good  fortunes,  and  had  found 
themselves,  on  entering  upon  life,  amply  provided  for.  They  had 
never  been  told  that  work  was  required  of  them,  «ither  work  with 
their  hands  or  work  with  their  heads — ^in  feet,  work  of  any  kind.  It  was 
right,  of  course,  for  the  poor  to  work,  because  they  could  not  honestly 
live  otherwise.  For  themselves,  they  had  spent  their  time  in  amose- 
ments,  generally  innocent.  They  had  paid  for  everything  which  they 
had  consumed.  They  had  stolen  nothing,  taken  nothii^  firom  any 
man  by  violence  or  fraud.  They  had  kept  the  commandmente^ 
all  ten  of  them,  from  the  time  when  they  were  old  enough  to  under- 
stand them.  The  speaker  at  least  declared  that  he  had  no  breach  of 
them  on  his  own  conscience,  and  he  believed  he  might  say  as  much 
of  his  companions.  They  were  superior  people,  who  had  been  always 
looked  up  to  and  well  spoken  of,  and  to  call  upon  them  to  show 
what  they  had  done  was  against  all  reason  and  equity. 

^  Grentlemen,'  said  the  chief  official,  ^  we  have  heard  this  many 
times;  yet  as  often  as  it  is  repeated  we  feel  fresh  astonishment 
You  have  been  in  a  world  where  work  is  the  condition  of  life.  .  Not 
a  meal  can  be  had  by  any  man  that  some  one  has  not  worked  to  pro- 
duce. Those  who  work  deserve  to  eat ;  those  who  do  not  work  deserve 
to  starve.  There  are  but  three  ways  of  living :  by  working,  by  steahng, 
or  by  begging.  Those  who  have  not  lived  by  the  first  have  lived  by 
one  of  the  other  two.  And  no  matter  how  superior  you  think  your- 
selves, you  will  not  pass  here  till  you  have  something  of  your  own  to 
produce.  You  have  had  your  wages  beforehand — ample  wages,  as  you 
acknowledge  yourselves.    What  have  you  to  show  ? ' 

*  Wages  1'  the  speaker  said.  'We  are  not  hired  servants;  we 
received  no  wages.  What  we  spent  was  our  own.  All  the  orders  we 
received  were  that  we  were  not  to  do  wrong.  We  have  done  no 
wrong.    I  appeal  to  the  higher  court.' 

But  the  appeal  could  not  be  received.  To  aU  who  presented 
themselves  with  empty  boxes,  no  matter  who  they  were  or  how  ex- 
cellent their  characters  appeared  to  one  another,  there  was  the  irre- 
vocable answer,  *  No  admittance,  till  you  come  better  furnished.'  All 
who  were  in  this  condition,  the  duke  and  duchess  among  them,  were 
ordered  to  stand  aside  with  the  thieves.  The  duchess  declared  that 
she  had  given  the  finest  parties  in  the  season,  and  as  it  was  universally 
agreed  that  they  had  been  the  most  tedious,  and  that  no  one  had 
found  any  pleasure  there,  a  momentary  doubt  rose  whether  they 
might  not  have  answered  some  useful  purpose ;  but  no  evidence  of  this 
was  forthcoming :  people  had  attended  them  because  they  had  nothing 
else  to  do.  And  she  and  her  guests  had  been  alike  unprofitable.  Thus 
the  large  majority  of  the  saloon  passengers  was  disposed  of.  The 
minister,  the  archbishop,  the  lawyer,  the  banker,  and  others,  who, 
although  they  had  no  material  work  credited  to  them,  bad  yet 
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beai  active  and  laborious  in  their  different  caUiogs,  were  passed  to 
the  superior  judges. 

Our  turn  came  next — ours  of  the  second  class — and  a  motley 
gathering  we  were.  Busy  we  must  all  have  been,  from  the  multitude 
of  articles  which  we  found  assigned  to  us.  Manufacturers  with  their 
wares,  solicitoiift  with  their  lawsuits,  doctors  and  clergymen  with  the 
bodies  and  souls  which  they  had  saved  or  lost,  authors  with 
their  books,  painters  and  sculptors  with  their  pictures  and  statues. 
But  the  haid  test  was  applied  to  all  that  we  had  produced — the  wages 
which  we  had  received  on  our  side,  and  the  value  of  our  exertions  to 
mankind  on  the  other — and  imposing  as  our  performances  looked  when 
laid  out  to  be  examined,  we  had  been  paid,  most  of  us,  out  of  all  propor- 
tion to  what  we  were  found  to  have  deserv^.  I  was  reminded  of  a  large 
compartment  in  the  Paris  Exhibition  where  an  active  gentleman, 
wishing  to  show  the  state  of  English  literature,  had  collected  copies 
of  every  book^  review,  pamphlet,  or  newspaper  which  had  been  pub- 
lished in  a  single  year.  The  bulk  was  overwhelming,  but  the  figures 
were  only  decimal  points,  and  the  worth  of  the  whole  was  a  fiaction 
above  zero.  A  few  of  us  were  turned  back  summarily  among  the 
thieves  and  the  fine  gentlemen  and  ladies — speculators  who  had  done 
nothing  but  handle  money  which  had  clung  to  their  fingers  in  passing 
through  them,  divines  who  had  preached  a  morality  which  they  did  not 
practise,  and  fluent  orators  who  had  made  speeches  which  they  knew 
to  be  nonsense,  philosophers  who  had  spun  out  of  moonshine  systems 
of  the  imiverse,  distinguished  pleaders  who  had  defeated  justice 
while  they  established  points  of  law,  writers  of  books  upon  subjects 
of  which  they  knew  enough  to  mislead  their  readers,  purveyors  of 
luxuries  which  had  added  nothing  to  human  health  or  strength,, 
physicians  and  apothecaries  who  had  pretended  to  knowledge  which 
they  knew  that  they  did  not  possess, — ^these  all,  as  the  contents  of  their 
boxes  bore  witness  against  them,  were  thrust  back  into  the  rejected  herd. 

There  were  some  whose  account  stood  better  as  having  at  least 
produced  something  of  real  merit,  but  they  were  cast  on  the  point  of 
wages;  modest  excellence  had  come  badly  off;  the  plausible  and  un- 
scrtipulous  had  thriven  and  grown  rich.  It  was  tragical,  and  evidently  a 
surprise  to  most  of  us,  to  see  how  mendacious  we  had  been :  how  we  had 
sanded  our  sugar,  watered  our  milk,  scamped  our  carpentering  and 
mason's  work,  literally  and  metaphorically ;  how  in  all  things  we  had 
been  thinking  less  of  producing  good  work  than  of  the  profit  which 
we  could  make  out  of  it ;  how  we  had  sold  ourselves  to  tell  lies  and 
act  them,  because  the  public  found  lies  pleasant  and  truth  ex- 
pensive and  troublesome.  Some  of  us  were  manifest  rogues  who  had 
bought  cheap  and  sold  dear,  had  used  false  measures  and  weights, 
had  made  cotton  pass  for  wool,  and  hemp  for  silk,  and  tin  for  silver. 
The  American  pedlar  happened  to  be  in  the  party  who  had  put  a 
rind  upon  a  grindstone  and  had  sold  it  as  a  cheese.  These  were 
promptly  sifted  out  and  placed  with  their  fellows;  only  persons 
whose  services  were  on  the  whole  greater  than  the  pay  whidi  they 

No.  599  (no.  CXIX.  N.  8.)  u  u 


Digitized  by  Google 


628       A  Siding  at  a  Railway  Station,  pjovember 


had  received  were  allowed  their  certificates.  Wh^  my  own  box  was 
opened,  I  perceived  that  though  the  wages  had  been  small  the  work 
done  seemed  smaller  stUl,  and  I  was  surprised  to  find  myself  among 
those  who  had  passed. 

The  whistle  of  a  train  was  heard  at  this  moment  coming  in  upcHi 
the  mainline.  It  was  to  go  on  in  half  an  hour,  and  those  who  had  been 
turned  back  were  told  that  they  were  to  proceed  by  it  to  Uie  place 
where  they  had  been  originally  going.  They  looked  infinitely  rdieved 
at  the  news;  but,  before  they  started,  a  few  questions  had  to  be  put  to 
them,  and  a  few  alterations  made  which  were  to  affect  their  fiiture. 
They  were  asked  to  explain  how  they  had  come  to  be  such  worthless 
creatures.  They  gave  many  answers,  which  came  mainly  to  the  same 
thing.  Circumstances  had  been  against  them.  It  was  all  owing  to 
circumstances.  They  had  been  badly  brought  up.  They  had  beai 
placed  in  situations  wheie  it  had  been  impossible  for  them  to  do 
better.  The  rich  people  repeated  that  they  had  never  been  in£mned 
thai  any  work  was  expected  of  them.  Their  wants  had  all  been 
provided  for,  and  it  was  imfisdr  to  expect  that  they  should  have 
exerted  themselves  of  their  own  accord  when  they  had  no  motive  for 
working.  If  they  had  only  been  bom  poor  all  would  have  gone  well 
with  th^n.  The  cheating  tradesman  declared  that  the  first  duty  of 
a  shopkeeper,  according  to  all  received  principles,  was  to  mi^e  money 
and  better  his  condition.  It  was  the  buyer's  business  to  see  to  the 
quality  of  the  articles  which  he  pwchased;  the  shopkeep^  was 
entitled  to  sell  his  wares  at  the  highest  price  which  he  could  get 
for  them.  So,  at  least,  it  was  believed  and  taught  by  the  recognised 
authorities  on  the  subject.  The  orators,  preachers,  newspaper  writers, 
novel  writers,  &c.  &c.,  of  whom  there  were  a  great  many,  appealed 
to  the  crowds  who  came  to  listen  to  them  or  bought  and  read  their 
productions.  Tout  le  mondey  it  was  said,  was  wiser  than  the  wisest 
single  sage.  They  had  given  ^e  world  what  the  world  wished  for  and 
approved;  they  had  worked  at  supplying  it  with  all  their  might, 
and  it  was  extremely  hard  to  blfone  them  for  guiding  themselves 
by  the  world's  judgment.  The  thieves  and  vagabonds  argued  that 
they  had  been  brought  into  existence  without  their  consent  being 
asked:  they  had  not  wiriied  for  it.  Although  they  had  not  been 
without  their  pleasures,  they  r^;arded  existence  on  the  whole  as  a 
nuisance  which  they  would  gladly  have  been  spared.  Being  alive,  how- 
ever, they  had  to  keep  alive ;  and  for  all  that  they  could  see,  they  had 
as  fiill  a  right  to  the  good  things  which  the  world  contained  as  any- 
body else,  provided  they  could  get  them.  They  were  called  thieves* 
Law  and  Umguage  were  made  by  the  property  owners,  who  were  their 
natural  enemies.  If  society  hsd  given  them  the  means  of  living 
honestly  they  would  have  found  it  easy  to  be  honest.  Society  had 
done  nothing  for  them — why  should  they  do  anything  for  society. 

So,  in  their  various  ways,  those  who  had  been  *  plucked'  defended 
themselves.  They  were  all  delighted  to  hear  that  they  were  to  have 
another  chance ;  and  I  was  amused  to  observe  that  iJiough  some  of 
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them  had  pretended  that  they  had  not  wished  to  be  born,  and  had 
rather  not  have  been  bom,  not  one  of  them  protested  against  being 
sent  back*  All  they  asked  was  that  they  should  be  put  in  a  new 
position,  and  that  the  adverse  influences  should  be  taken  off*  I 
expected  that  among  these  adverse  influences  they  would  have 
mentioned  the  faults  of  their  own  dispositions.  My  own  opinion  had 
been  that  half  the  misdoings  of  men  came  from  congenital  defects  of 
character  which  they  had  brought  with  them  into  the  world,  and 
that  constitutional  courage,  right-mindedness,  and  practical  ability 
were  as  much  gifts  of  nature  or  circumstance  as  the  accidents  of 
fortune.  A  change  in  this  respect  was  of  more  consequence  than  ia 
any  other.  But  with  themselves  they  were  all  apparently  satisfied,, 
and  they  required  only  an  improvement  in  their  surroundings.  The 
alterations  were  rapidly  made.  The  duchess  was  sent  to  begin  her  life 
again  in  a  labourer's  cottage.  She  was  to  attend  the  village  school^ 
and  rise  thence  into  a  housemaid.  The  fine  gentleman  was  made  a 
ploughboy.  The  authors  and  preachers  were  to  become  mechanics, 
and  bound  apprentices  to  carpenters  and  blacksmiths.  A  philo- 
sopher who,  having  had  a  good  fortime  and  unbroken  health,  had 
insisted  that  the  world  was  as  good  as  it  could  be  made,  was  to 
be  bom  blind  and  paralytic,  and  to  find  his  way  through  life  under 
the  new  conditions.  The  thieves  and  cheats,  who  pretended  that 
their  misdemeanours  were  due  to  poverty,  were  to  find  themselves, 
when  they  arrived  in  the  world  again,  in  palaces  surrounded  with 
luxury.  The  cup  of  Lethe  was  sent  round.  The  past  became  a 
blank.  They  were  hurried  into  the  train ;  the  engine  screamed 
and  flew  away  with  them. 

'  They  will  be  all  here  again  in  a  few  years,'  the  station-master 
said,  ^  and  it  will  be  the  same  story  over  again.  I  have  had  these 
very  people  in  my  hands  a  dozen  times.  They  have  been  tried  in  aH 
positions,  and  there  is  still  nothing  to  show,  and  nothing  but  com- 
plaints of  circumstances.  For  my  part  I  would  put  them  out 
altogether.'  '  How  long  is  it  to  last  ? '  I  asked.  '  Well,'  he  said, 
'it  does  not  depend  on  me.  No  one  passes  here  who  cannot  prove 
that  he  has  lived  to  some  purpose.  Some  of  the  worst  I  have  known 
made  at  last  into  pigs  and  geese,  to  be  fatted  up  and  eaten,  and 
made  of  use  in  that  way.  Others  have  been  asses  and  mules.  All 
animated  creatures  tend  to  take  the  shape  at  last  which  suits  their 
character.' 

The  train  was  scarcely  out  of  sight  when  again  the  bell  rang. 
The  scene  changed  as  at  a  theatre.  The  screen  was  rolled  back,  and 
we  who  were  left  found  ourselves  in  the  presence  of  four  grave- 
looking  persons  like  the  board  of  examiners  whom  we  remembered 
at  coll^.  "We  were  called  up  one  by  one.  The  work  which  had 
passed  the  first  ordeal  was  again  look^  into,  and  the  quality  of  it 
compared  with  the  talent  or  faculty  of  the  producer,  to  see  how  £etr 
he  had  done  his  best ;  whether  anywhere  he  had  done  worse  than  he 
might  have  done  and  knew  how  to  have  done ;  while  besides,  in  a 
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separate  coUectioo,  were  the  vices,  the  sins,  the  selfishnesses  and  ill 
humours,  with,  in  the  other  scale,  the  acts  pf  personal  duty,  of  love 
and  kindness  and  charity,  which  had  increased  the  happiness  or 
lightened  the  sorrows  of  those  connected  with  him.  These  last,  I 
observed,  had  generally  been  forgotten  by  the  owner,  who  saw  them 
appear  with  surprise,  and  even  repudiated  them  with  protest.  In  the 
work,  of  course,  both  material  and  moral,  there  was  every  gradation 
both  of  kind  and  merit.  But  while  nothing  was  absolutely  worthless, 
everything,  even  the  highest  achievements  of  the  greatest  artist  or 
the  greatest  saint,  fell  short  of  absolute  perfection.  Each  of  us  saw 
our  own  performances,  from  our  first  ignorant  beginnings  to  what  we 
regarded  as  our  greatest  triumph;  and  it  was  easy  to  trace  how 
much  of  our  faults  were  due  to  natural  deficiencies  and  the  necessary 
failures  of  inexperience,  and  how  much  to  self-will  or  vanity  or 
idleness.  Some  taint  of  mean  motives,  too,  some  desire  of  reward, 
desire  of  praise  or  honour  or  wealth,  some  foolish  self-satisfaction, 
when  satis£Eiction  ought  not  to  have  been  felt,  was  to  be  seen  infecting 
everything,  even  the  very  best  which  was  presented  for  scrutiny. 

So  plain  was  this  that  one  of  us,  an  earnest,  impressive-looking 
person,  whose  own  work  bore  inspection  better  than  that  of  most  of  us, 
exclaimed  passionately  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  the  examiners 
might  spare  their  labour.  From  his  earliest  years  he  had  known 
what  he  ought  to  do,  and  in  no  instance  had  he  ever  completely  done 
it.  He  had  struggled ;  he  had  conquered  his  grosser  faults ;  but  the 
farther  he  had  gone,  and  the  better  he  had  been  able  to  do,  his 
knowledge  had  still  grown  fieister  than  his  power  of  acting  upon  it; 
and  every  additional  day  that  he  had  lived,  his  shortcomings  had 
become  more  miserably  plain  to  him.  Even  if  he  could  have  reached 
perfection  at  last,  he  could  not  imdo  the  past,  and  the  &ults  of  his 
youth  would  bear  witness  against  him  and  call  for  his  condemnation. 
Therefore,  he  said,  he  abhorred  himself.  He  had  no  merit  whidi 
could  entitle  him  to  look  for  favour.  He  had  laboured  on  to  the  end, 
but  he  had  laboured  with  a  full  knowledge  that  the  best  which  he  could 
offer  would  be  unworthy  of  acceptance.  He  had  been  told,  and  he 
believed,  that  a  high  spirit,  not  subject  to  infirmity,  had  done  his 
work  for  him,  and  done  it  perfectly,  and  that  if  he  abandoned  all 
claim  on  his  own  account,  he  might  be  accepted  for  the  sake  of  what 
another  had  done.  This,  he  trusted,  was  true,  and  it  was  his  sole 
dependence.  In  the  so-called  good  actions  with  which  he  seemed  to 
be  credited,  there  was  nothing  that  was  really  good ;  there  was  not 
one  which  was  altogether  what  it  ought  to  have  been. 

He  was  evidently  sincere,  and  what  he  said  was  undoubtedly  tcue 
— true  of  him  and  true  of  everyone.  Even  in  the  vehemence  of  Ms 
self-abandonment  a  trace  lingered  of  the  taint  which  he  was  c  »- 
fessing,  for  he  was  a  polemical  divine ;  he  had  spent  his  life  1  aid 
gained  a  reputation  in  maintaining  this  particular  doctrine.  He 
believed  it,  but  he  had  not  forgotten  that  he  had  been  himself  its 
champion. 
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The  examiner  looked  kindly  at  him ;  but  answered,  *  We  do  not 
expect  impossibilities ;  and  we  do  not  blame  you  when  you  have  not 
accomplished  what  is  beyond  your  strength.    Only  those  who  are 
themselves  perfect  can  do  anything  perfectly.    Human  beings  are 
born  ignorant  and  helpless.    They  bring  into  the  world  with  them  a 
disposition  to  seek  what  is  pleasant  to  themselves,  and  what  is  pleasant 
is  not  always  right.  They  learn  to  live  as  they  learn  everything  else. 
At  first  they  cannot  do  rightly  at  all.  They  improve  under  teaching  and 
practice.    The  best  only  arrive  at  excellence.    We  do  not  find  fault 
Fith  the  painter  on  account  of  his  first  bad  copies  if  they  were  as 
good  as  could  be  looked  for  at  his  age.    Every  craftsman  acquires  his 
art  by  degrees.    He  begins  badly ;  he  cannot  help  it.  ...  It  is  the 
same  with  life.    You  learn  to  walk  by  felling  down.    You  learn  to  live 
by  going  wrong  and  experiencing  the  consequences  of  it.    We  do  not 
record  against  a  man    the  sins  of  his  youth  "  if  he  has  been  honestly 
trying  to  improve  himself.    We  do  not  require  the  same  self-control 
in  a  child  as  in  a  man.    We  do  not  require  the  same  attainments 
from  all.    Some  are  well  taught,  some  are  ill  taught,  some  are  not 
taught  at  all.    Some  have  naturally  good  dispositions,  some  have 
naturally  bad  dispositions.    Not  one  has  had  power  "to  fulfil  the 
law,"  as  you  call  it,  completely.    Therefore,  it  is  no  crime  in  him  if 
he  foils.    We  reckon  as  feults  those  only  which  arise  from  idleness, 
wilfulness,  selfishness,  and  deliberate  preference  of  evil  to  good.  Each 
is  judged  according  to  what  he  has  received.   To  do  otherwise  would 
be  unjust. 

I  was  amused  to  observe  how  pleased  the  archbishop  looked  while 
the  examiner  was  speaking.  He  had  himself  been  engaged  in  con- 
troversy with  this  gentleman  on  the  share  of  *  good  works  '  in  justify- 
ing a  man,  and  if  the  examiner  had  not  taken  his  side  in  the  discus- 
sion he  had  at  least  demolished  his  adversary.  The  archbishop  had 
been  the  more  disinterested  in  the  line  which  he  had  taken,  as  his 
own  '  works,*  though  in  several  large  folios,  weighed  extremely  little ; 
and,  indeed,  had  it  not  been  for  passages  in  his  early  life — he  had 
starved  himself  at  college  that  he  might  not  be  a  burden  upon  his 
widowed  mother — I  do  not  know  but  that  he  might  have  been  sent 
back  into  the  world  to  serve  as  a  parish  clerk. 

For  myself,  there  were  questions  which  I  was  longing  to  ask,  and 
I  was  trying  to  collect  my  courage  to  speak.  I  wanted  chiefly  to 
know  what  the  examiner  meant  by  *  natural  disposition.'  Was  it  that 
a  man  might  be  bom  with  a  natuitil  capacity  for  becoming  a  saint,  as 
another  man  with  a  capacity  to  become  a  great  artist  or  musician,  and 
that  each  of  us  could  only  grow  to  the  limits  of  his  natural  powers  ?  and, 
again,  were  idleness,  wilMness,  selfishness,  &c.  &c.,  natural  disposi- 
tions ? — for  in  that  case  

But  at  the  moment  the  bell  rang  again,  and  my  own  name  was 
called.  There  was  no  occasion  to  ask  who  I  was.  In  every  instance 
the  identity  of  the  person,  his  history,  small  or  large,  and  all  that  he  had 
said  or  done  was  placed  before  the  court  so  clearly  that  there  was  no  need 


Digitized  by  Google 


632        A  Siding  at  a  Railway  Station.  [November 

for  eztortisg  a  confession.  There  stood  the  catalogue  inexorably  im- 
partial, the  bad  actions  in  a  schedule  painfully  large,  the  few  good 
actions  veined  with  personal  motives  which  spoilt  tlie  best  of  them. 
In  the  way  of  work  there  was  nothing  to  be  shown  but  certain  books 
and  other  writings,  and  these  were  spread  out  to  be  tested.  A  fluid 
was  poured  on  the  pages,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  obliterate  aitirely 
every  untrue  proposition,  and  to  make  every  partially  true  proposition 
grow  Mnt  in  proportion  to  the  fidse  element  which  entered  into  it 
Alas !  chapter  after  chapter  vanished  away,  leaving  the  paper  olean  as  if 
no  compositor  had  ever  laboured  in  setting  type  for  it.  Pale  and 
ill^ble  became  the  fine-sounding  paragraphs  on  which  I  had  secretly 
prided  myself.  A  few  passages,  however,  survived  here  and  there 
at  long  intervals.  They  were  those,  on  which  I  had  laboured  least  and 
had  almost  forgotten,  or  those,  as  I  observed  in  one  or  two  instances, 
which  had  been  selected  for  special  reprobation  in  the  weekly  journals. 
Something  stood  to  my  credit,  and  the  worst  charge  of  wUfally  and 
intentionally  setting  down  what  I  did  not  believe  to  be  true  was  not 
alleged  against  me.  Ignorance,  prejudice,  carelessness ;  sins  of  in- 
firmity— culpable  indeed,  but  not  culpable  in  the  last  degree ;  the  water 
in  the  ink,  the  common  places,  the  ineffectual  sentiments ;  these,  to 
my  unspeakable  comfort,  I  perceived  were  my  heaviest  crimes.  Had 
I  been  accused  of  absolute  worthlessness,  I  should  have  pleaded  goilty  in 
the  state  of  humiliation  to  which  I  was  reduced ;  but  things  were  better 
than  they  might  have  been.  I  was  flattering  myself  that  when  it 
came  to  the  wages  question,  the  balance  would  be  in  my  favour :  so 
many  years  of  labour — such  and  such  cheques  received  from  my  pub- 
lisher. Here  at  least  I  held  myself  safe,  and  I  was  in  good  hope  that 
I  might  scrape  through.  The  examiner  was  good-natured  in  his  manner. 
A  reviewer  who  had  been  listening  for  my  condenmation  was  begin- 
ning to  look  disgusted,  when  suddenly  one  of  the  walls  of  the  court 
became  transparent,  and  there  appeared  an  interminable  vista  of 
creatures — creatures  of  all  kinds  from  land  and  water,  reaching  away 
into  the  extreme  distance.  They  were  those  which  in  the  course  of  my 
life  I  had  devoured,  either  in  part  or  whole,  to  sustain  my  unconscion- 
able carcass.  There  they  stood  in  lines  with  solemn  and  reproachful 
faces — oxen  and  calves,  sheep  and  lambs,  deer,  hares,  rabbits,  turkeys, 
ducks,  chickens,  pheasants,  grouse,  and  partridges,  down  to  the  larks 
and  sparrows  and  blackbirds,  which  I  had  shot  when  a  boy  and  made 
into  puddings.  Every  one  of  them  had  come  up  to  bear  witness  against 
their  murderer ;  out  of  sea  and  river  had  come  the  trout  and  salmon, 
the  soles  and  turbots,  the  ling  and  cod,  the  whiting  and  mackerel, 
the  smelts  and  whitebait,  the  oysters,  the  crabs,  the  lobsters,  the 
shrimps.  They  seemed  literally  to  be  in  millions,  and  I  had  eaten 
them  all.  I  talked  of  wages.  These  had  been  my  wages.  At  this 
enormous  cost  had  my  existence  been  maintained.  A  large  ox  spoke 
for  the  rest.  <  We  all,'  he  said,  <  were  sacrificed  to  keep  this  cormorant 
in  being,  and  to  enable  him  to  produce  the  miserable  bits  of  printed 
paper  which  are  all  that  he  has  to  show  for  himself.   Our  lives  were 
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dear  to  us.  In  meadow  and  wood,  in  air  and  water,  we  wandered 
harmless  and  innocent,  enjoying  the  pleasant  sunlight,  the  light  of 
heaven  and  the  sparkling  waves ;  we  were  not  worth  much ;  we  have 
no  pretensions  to  high  qualities.  If  the  person  who  stands  here  to 
answer  for  himself  can  affirm  that  his  value  in  the  universe  was 
equivalent  to  the  value  of  all  of  us  who  were  sacrificed  to  feed  him, 
we  have  no  more  to  say.  Let  it  be  so  pronounced.  We  shall  look 
at  oiur  numbers,  and  we  shall  wonder  on  the  judgment,  but  we  shall 
withdraw  our  complaint.  But  for  ourselves  we  say  freely  that  we 
have  long  watched  hipi — him  and  .his  fellows — and  we  have  failed  to 
see  in  what  the  superiority  of  the  human  creature  lies.  We  know  him 
only  as  the  most  cunning,  the  most  destructive,  and,  unhappily,  the 
longest  lived  of  all  carnivorous  beasts.  His  delight  is  in  killing.  Even 
when  his  hunger  is  satisfied  he  kills  us  for  his  mere  amusement.' 

The  oxen  lowed  approval,  the  sheep  bleated,  the  birds  screamed, 
the  fishes  flapped  their  tails.  I,  for  myself,  stood  mute  and  self-con- 
demned. What  answer  but  one  was  possible  ?  Had  I  been  myself 
on  the  bench  I  could  not  have  hesitated.    I  heard  my  sentence : — 

<  You  passed  your  first  examination  by  mistake ;  you  must  go  back 
to  the  place  from  which  you  came,  and  when  you  appear  again  before 
us  may  you  have  a  better  account  to  render  of  yourself.  This  only 
we  can  fdlow;  you.  Though  you  have  been  imworthy  you  have  not  been 
wholly  unworthy.  Against  this^  array  of  accusation  a  small  fraction  of 
good  desert  is  standing  to  your  credit.  Therefore  it  shall  be  with 
you  as  if  you  had  not  been  stopped  at  this  station  for  the  present. 
You  shall  not  begin  a  new  existence  again  in  some  other  form  to 
devour  fresh  hundreds  of  thousands  of  creatures  like  these  that  have 
come  to  witness  against  you ;  you  shall  take  up  your  life  where  it 
was  dropped  and  finish  it  to  its  natural  end,  and  if  you  can  find  any 
better  employment  for  your  remaining  years  than  that  of  book 
writing,  I  advise  you  to  take  to  it.' 
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The  Land  Question,  and  Keport  on  Land  Titles 
AND  Transfer. 

A    FEW  months  ago  I  was  permitted  to  offer,  in  the  pages  of 


XJl  this  Magazine,  some  comments  upon  the  evidence  submitted 
to  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  appointed  *  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  any  and  what  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to 
simplify  the  Title  to  Land,  and  to  facilitate  the  Transfer  thereof, 
and  to  prevent  frauds  on  purchasers  and  mortgagees  of  Land.'  That 
Conmiittee  has  now  issued  its  Report,  upon  which  I  should  like  to 
make  a  few  observations.  The  public  interest  in  the  subject  grows 
deeper  and  stronger,  as  it  becomes  more  intelligent,  every  day; 
partly  because  of  the  rumoured  intention  of  the  Liberal  leaders  to 
place  the  reform  of  the  laws  relating  to  Land  foremost  in  their 
programme  should  they  obtain  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Conmions 
at  the  general  election;  and  partly  because,  in  a  time  of  severe 
and  widespread  difficulty  and  distress,  which  has  affected  especially 
the  middle  and  upper  classes,  there  is  an  increasing  conviction  that 
defect  in  these  laws  may  in  part  be  the  origin  of  this  suffering,  or, 
if  not  the  origin,  that  it  must  form  an  impediment  to  our  most 
advantageous  competition  in  trade  and  commerce  with  other  countries 
of  the  world. 

In  dealing  with  the  evidence  I  showed  a  concurrence  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  the  most  eminent  witnesses,  leaving  no  one  in  doubt 
as  to  their  assurance  that  the  custom  of  entail,  and  the  practice  of 
strict  settlement,  which  it  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Brand 
prevails  over  an  area  equal  to  three-fourths  of  the  country,  is  a  main 
cause  of  the  difficulty  which  is  found  in  simplifying  the  title  to 
Land.  I  must  say  that  the  Select  Committee,  to  do  them  justice,  have 
observed  this  in  the  evidence,  but  they  have  not  found  in  the  scope 
of  their  instructions  any  reference  to  matters  upon  which  the  land- 
system  of  these  islands  is  founded.  I  think  the  Committee  had  no 
desire  to  find  themselves  thus  empowered;  that  they  are  liable  to 
censure  for  this  restraint;  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  a  too 
restricted  ambition ;  that  they  have  made  little  of  a  considerable 
opportunity ;  that  those  who  were  opposed  to  reform  have  been  aided 
by  others  who,  '  willing  to  wound,  and  yet  afraid  to  strike '  at  the 
abuses  of  the  land  system,  have  framed  and  adopted  a  Report  which  is 
not  destined  to  exercise  any  great  or  valuable  result  in  legislation. 

At  the  conmiencement  of  this  article  I  have  quoted  the  actual 
words  of  their  appointment,  and  that  appointment  clearly  includes 
the  reference  to  their  consideration  of  all  the  impediments  to  sim- 
plicity of  title,  and  of  all  the  means  by  which  transfer  might  be 
facilitated.    But  rather  than  deal,  even  by  a  paragraph,  with  the 
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greatest  of  those  impediments,  the  Committee  have  concluded  their 
Report  with  the  following  apology:  *  Various  suggestions  will  be 
found  in  the  evidence  for  alterations,  more  or  less  radical,  in  the 
general  law  of  real  property,  such  as  the  total  or  partial  abolition  of 
entails,  the  alteration  of  the  law  of  descent,  and  of  the  laws  of 
perpetuity.  Such  proposals,  however,  involving  as  they  do  impor- 
tant matters  of  public  policy,  though  incidentally  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  Land  Titles  and  Transfer,  seem  to  open  out  a  wider 
fidd  than  that  to  which  the  inquiries  of  your  Committee  are  limited, 
and  they  have,  therefore,  not  thought  it  within  their  province  to 
report  thereon.* 

It  will,  I  fency,  be  generally  agreed  that  this  is  the  verdict 
of  an  incompetent  tribimal — incompetent  in  its  collective,  for  I  am 
not  speaking  of  its  individual,  capacity — incompetent,  perhaps, 
because  of  its  numbers  and  of  the  mode  of  their  selection.  That 
apology  contains,  indeed,  the  vague  expression  of  incontrovertible 
reasons  why  the  Committee  should  have  taken  a  more  comrageous 
and  public-spirited  view  of  their  task.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
difficulty,  perhaps  insuperable,  may  be  found  in  the  composition  of 
the  Committee.  How,  it  may  be  said,  is  it  possible  for  a  Committee 
of  nineteen  gentlemen,  chosen,  not  to  accomplish,  or  even  to  contri- 
bute to,  a  great  project  of  reform,  but  simply  and  solely  to  give 
representation  to  all  parties,  and  sections  of  parties,  in  Parliament ; 
how  is  it  possible  for  such  a  body  to  discharge  adequately  a  great 
public  responsibility  of  this  sort?  There  were,  without  question, 
members  of  that  Committee  well-informed  upon  the  laws  relating  to 
Juiand  and  the  wants  of  the  people  at  large  with  regard  to  these  laws, 
who  would  have  desired  to  deal  fully  and  clearly,' and  with  the  most 
liberal  interpretation  of  the  scope  of  their  instructions,  with  the 
great  subject  referred  to  their  consideration.  But  what  were  they 
among  so  many  ?  Their  only  hope  of  obtaining  the  necessary  support 
of  a  majority  in  such  a  motley  association  must  be  found  in  deferring 
largely  to  the  opinions  of  certain  sections  of  the  Committee,  wittl 
whom  they  had  no  precise  agreement,  a  need  which  is  well  exldbited 
in  the  paragraph  of  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre's  rejected  report  corres- 
ponding with  that  which  I  have  quoted  from  the  adopted  Report 
of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
as  to  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre's  competence  and  willingness,  then  and  at 
all  times,  to  enter  upon  propositions  connected  with  the  Titles  and 
the  Transfer  of  Land.  But  association  with  his  colleagues  of  the 
Committee  had  so  tempered  his  zeal  as  a  reformer  with  the  considera- 
tions requisite  to  enable  him  even  to  hope  to  obtain  a  majority  in 
favour  of  his  report,  that  he  himself  was  fain  to  let  slip  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law  in  the  following  paragraph :  *  Other  improvements 
of  the  law  have  been  urged  upon  your  Committee,  especially  with 
reference  to  the  limitation  of  entail  and  the  Statute  of  Uses ;  as  these 
changes,  however,  involve  other  considerations  which  are  hardly 
within  the  scope  of  your  Committee,  they  consider  they  are  hardly 
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justified  in  ,  saying  more  than  that  changes  in  this  direction  would 
undoubtedly  tend  to  simplify  and  cheapen  the  Transfer  and  other 
dealings  with  Land,  and  would  remove  some  of  the  difficulties  which 
have  been  urged  to  the  system  of  registration  of  Titles,'  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre,  in  this  paragraph,  candidly  admits  his  desire  for  a  bolder  and 
more  adequate  report.  But,  upon  reflection,  he  may  acknowledge 
that  the  adoption  of  that  paragraph  would  have  involved  stultification 
of  the  Committee.  They  would  have  admitted  that  those  larger 
matters,  which  the  majority  desired  and  intended  to  ignore,  were 
actually  within  the  terms  of  their  appointment,  while,  in  the  same 
Sentence,  they  would  have  twice  declared  them  to  be  *  hardly '  within 
that  boundary.  In  stating  that  an  effective  handling  of  the  changes 
in  the  law  which  the  Committee  have  in  their  adopted  Report  oitirdy 
and  completely  rejected,  would  tend  to  simplify  and  cheapen  the  pro- 
cesses to  which  their  inquiry  was  directed,  and  to  remove  difficulties 
which  they  were  specially  engaged  to  investigate,  their  position  would 
have  been  less  consistent  than  it  is  rendered  by  the  general  acceptance 
of  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan's  Bepcni;. 

It  was  necessary  to  say  thus  much  before  proceeding  to  deal  with 
the  exposition  and  recommendations  of  the  Beport,  because  the  value 
and  the  reputation  of  that  document  are  seriously  affected  by  this 
limitation.  Perhaps  the  most  interesting  expression  in  the  Report  is 
found  in  the  unanimous  agreement  of  the  Committee  with  regEud  to 
Lord  Caims's  Land  Transfer  Act  of  1875,  which  is  declared  to  be,  *  Crar 
all  practical  purposes,  a  dead  letter.'  The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  the 
evidence  which  he  gave  before  the  Committee,  said  nothing  to  shake 
their  settled  conviction  of  the  failure  of  this,  his  lordship's  latest, 
attempt  at  reform.  The  Beport  deals,  or  affects  to  deal,  with  the 
causes  which  have  been  assigned  for  the  reluctance  of  landowners 
and  mortgagees  to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  even  of  the  forty-eight  owners 
who  have  registered  land  under  the  powers  of  Lord  Caims's  Act, 
not  everyone  is  aware  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  remoYing 
from  the  register  a  title  which  has  once  been  placeid  upon  it^  and 
therefore  I  am  not  disposed  to  lay  much  stress  on  the  absence  of 
this  power  as  a  cause  of  the  unpopuhurity  of  the  Act.  In  spite  of  his 
lordship's  admission  that  there  could  be  no  objection  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Act  by  the  provision  of  such  a  power,  on  payment  of  a 
fee,  sufficient  to  deter  people  from  acting  upon  mere  caprice,  it 
must  be  felt  that  a  power  of  removing  a  title  from  the  register  is  a 
flagrant  contradiction  to  the  arguments  by  which  registration  of  tiU^ 
has  been  advocated.  It  may  be  natural  that  Lord  Cairns  should  have 
a  feeling  of  sympathy  for  those  forty-eight  titles,  which  are  all  that 
have  been  found  in  three  years  and  a  half  adhering  to  his  scheme ; 
but  a  healthier  manfestation  of  regard  for  their  isolation  would  be 
displayed  by  legislation  which  should  lead — ^and  I  would  say,  with 
Lord  Selbome,  should  compel — others  to  join  them  up<Hi  the  registry 
of  titles.    Undoubtedly  their  position  is  by  its  loneliness  somewhat 
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pitiful,  but  in,  order  that  they  may  reap  the  full  and  rich  reward  of 
their  courage  and  promptitude,  all  that  is  necessary  is  that  registrar 
tion  should  be  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  general.  Further,  the  Com- 
mittee find  that  the  &ilure  of  the  Act  has  been  ascribed  '  (a)  to  the 
disinclination  of  solicitors  to  recommend  to  their  clients  a  course  of 
dealing  with  their  property  which  may  tend  eventually,  if  not  imme- 
diately, to  curtail  their  own  profits  ;  (6)  to  the  generid  distrust  of  all 
projects  of  land  registration  inspired  by  the  breakdown  of  Lord 
Westbnry's  Act ;  and  (c)  to  the  indisposition  both  of  the  public  and 
the  legal  profession  to  familiarise  themselves  with  a  new  system  and 
to  run  the  risk  of  an  experiment  which  involves  so  great  a  departure 
from  established  usage.'  That  solicitors  generally  are  averse  from, 
or  at  all  events  are  not  trustworthy  promoters  of,  all  proposals  to 
simplify  titles  and  to  facilitate  transfer,  must,  I  fear,  be  taken  for 
granted.  But  much  undoubtedly  might  be  done,  and  therefore, 
looking  to  their  power  and  influence,  should  be  done,  to  mollify  and 
conciliate  their  natural  opposition.  Solicitors  can  do  pretty  much  as 
they  please  with  the  majority  of  their  clients.  But  if  Lord  Cairns 
had  laid  before  the  public  a  real  boon,  and  to  all  purchasers  and  pos- 
sessors of  land  an  undeniable  advantage,  in  his  Act,  I  will  never 
believe  that  the  solicitors  could,  with  the  utmost  display  of  strength, 
have  prevented  all  but  forty-eight  persons  from  availing  themselves, 
during  the  space  of  three  years  and  a  half,  of  the  provisions  of  his 
Act.  There  is  not  much  in  the  remaining  objections.  One  would  like 
to  have  heard  the  former  submitted  to  and  argued  against  by  Lord 
Westbury  himself.  But  Lord  Westbufy  never  held  largely  of  the 
public  confidence  as  a  l^;islator.  The  people  have  far  more  Mth  in 
LfOrd  Cairns,  who  would  manifest  greater  regard  for  his  ultimate 
fiune  if  he  would  show  himself  less  ambitious  of  support  from,  and 
more  earnest  in  educating,  the  Conservative  party.  Lord  Cairns  is 
named  by  some  of  the  most  thoughtful  politicians  as  the  political 
successor  of  Lord  Beaconsfield  in  the  leadership  of  the  Conservative 
party,  and  that  expectancy  is  not  favourable  to  any  hopes  of  great 
measures  of  reform  from  the  very  distinguished  lawyer  who  now  occu- 
pies the  woolsack.  As  to  the  public  and  the  legal  profession  not 
liking  to  adopt  a  new  system,  that  again  cannot  reasonably  be  held  to 
apply  to  all  but  forty-eight  persons  of  those  who  have  had  dealings  in 
land  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1876.  The  Committee  indeed 
dismiss  these  last  two  contentions  with  the  very  just  remark,  that 
they  <  deem  to  be  scarcely  reconcilable  with  the  fact  that,  so  £Eur  from 
the  Act  becoming  more  popular  in  proportion  as  it  was  better  known, 
the  applications  under  it  have  been  steadily  diminishing,  until 
at  last  they  have  dwindled  down  to  nU^ 

Mr.  Osborne  Morgan  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  concurrence  of 
the  Conunittee  in  his  own  estimate  of  the  causes  of  fitilure,  which  is 
admirable  so  feuras  it  goes,  but  it  does  not  go  to  the  root  of  the  matter. 
It  is  true,  though  few  lawyero  have  put  Sie  matter  so  tersely,  that 
the  English  people  are  deterred  from  any  effective  registration  of.  titles 
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by  the  'almost  superstitious  reverence  for  title  deeds'  which  prevails 
in  this  country ;  by  the  more  or  less  ignorant  impatience  concerning 
official  scrutiny  and  surveillance  which  obtains  as  generally,  as  well  as 
by  a  reasonable  fear  that  their  titles  when  examined  on  application 
may  not  prove  to  be  without  a  flaw.  The  Committee  could  not  but 
be  aw^e — though  they  chose,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  to  make 
no  recommendation  on  the  subject — that  the  difficulty  of  having  a 
clear  and  simple  record  of  title  is  opposed,  as  their  Report  admits,  by 
the  notorious  fact  *  that  not  only  large  but  small  properties,  both  in 
England  and  Ireland,  either  already  are,  or  at  any  time  may  be, 
settled  on  successive  holders,  either  by  way  of  trust  or  without  any 
trusts  at  all/  and  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that  in  exact  proportion  as 
the  registered  owner  is  left  free  and  unfettered  to  deal  with  the  land, 
the  owners  of  unregistered  interests  are  exposed  to  the  risk  of  having 
their  property  dealt  with  behind  their  backs,  and  are  left  to  protect 
themselves,  as  best  they  can,  by  a  system  of  cautions  and  inhibitions. 
These  considerations  omit  that  which,  in  regard  to  registration,  is  of 
greatest  importance.  One  of  the  titles  registered  under  Lord  Caims's 
Act  has  been  that  of  a  considerable  area  of  building  land  intended  fcnr 
sale  in  small  lots;  and  there  being  a  great  number  of  lots,  the  shrewd 
Member  of  Parliament,  who  is  the  owner  of  the  property,  estimates, 
and  no  doubt  rightly,  that  before  many  of  the  lots  are  disposed  of,  the 
reputation  of  the  title  for  simplicity  and  cheapness  in  the  case  of  pur- 
chasers upon  this  building  estate  will  become  renowned  to  his  own 
advantage.  The  ultimate  benefit  of  registration,  of  course,  consists 
very  largely  in  this  value  which  the  purchasing  public  attach  to  land 
the  title  to  which  has  been  registered.  And  this  benefit  can  only 
accrue  widely  when  registration  has  become  generally,  if  not  univer- 
sally, adopted.  Unless  a  rapid  increase  in  the  niunber  of  titles  on  the 
register  can  be  insured,  any  system  of  registration  must  prove  a  failure. 
Voluntary  adoption  of  registration  is  not  to  be  expected  from  any  large 
body  of  proprietors  until  their  abstention  from  the  register  is  Ukdy 
to  appear  an  exception  to  the  general  practice,  and  so  to  prove  injurious 
in  dealing  with  their  property.  They  must  therefore  either  be  tempted 
by  advantageous  terms,  or  compelled  in  certain  circumstances  of  sale, 
or  other  transfer,  to  come  in  to  the  register,  of  which  it  is  as  true  as 
of  anything  else,  that  nothing  succeeds  like  success.  It  is  essential 
to  the  satisfactory  establishment  of  a  system  of  registration  of  titles 
that  means  should  be  taken  to  ensure  the  placing  of  a  concourse  of 
titles  upon  the  register,  and  for  this  reason  the  machinery  of  a  Landed 
Estates  Court  has  been  made  available,  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  proposed 
to  make  it  subservient  in  England.  The  advantages  of  registration 
must  not  only  be  apparent;  they  must  be  in  high  repute,  before  those 
who  register  can  reap  the  full  benefits  of  the  system. 

The  Select  Committee,  which  had  no  spirit  for  dealing  with  the 
weightier  questions  in  dispute,  nevertheless  recorded  their  deliberate 
opinion  *  that  to  legislate  for  the  registration  of  titles  without,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  simplifying  the  titles  to  be  registered,  is  to  begin  at 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 879]    Report  on  Land  Titles  and  Transfer.  639 


the  wrong  end.'  In  saying  this,  they  utter  their  own  condemnation, 
because  while  they  in  one  place  acknowledge  the  superiority  of  regis- 
tration of  titles  over  any  other  form  of  registration,  they  have  taken 
no  pains  whatever  to  propound  reforms  for  the  simplification  of  titles. 
And  there  is  so  much  that  might  be  done  in  that  direction.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee,  that  registration  is 
neglected  because  of  fear  on  the  part  of  reputed  owners  of  property 
that  application  for  an  absolute  title  may  result  in  the  detection  of  a 
flaw  in  their  title.  That  fear  would  be,  we  may  say,  practically  re- 
moved if  the  limit  of  investigation  were  brought  down  from  forty  to 
twenty  years.  Such  an  abridgment  would  be  a  reasonable  and  valu- 
able reform,  and  it  would  be  acceptable  if  it  were  not  for  the  diflBculty 
and  complication  due  to  the  English  system  of  settlements  and  life- 
estates.  In  Australia  the  term  is  only  twelve  years ;  and  here,  till 
lately,  it  was  not  less  than  sixty  years.  Why  can  it  not  be  reduced 
to  twenty  years  ?  The  Committee  did  bestow  a  feeble  consideration 
upon  this  point,  and  of  course  immediately  bowed  before  the  fetish 
of  entail  and  strict  settlement.  The  result  of  their  fearful  thoughts 
on  this  matter,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  importance,  is  embodied 
in  the  penultimate  paragraph  of  their  Eeport,  in  which  they  say : — 

Your  Committee  have  considered  whether  the  period  of  commencement 
of  a  title  which  a  purchaser  under  an  open  contract  may  require,  at  pre- 
sent fixed  at  forty  years,  might  not,  in  view  of  the  reoeht  Statute  of  Limita- 
tions, be  still  further  shortened.  But,  as  the  term  in  question  depends  not 
only  upon  the  tipae  during  which  claims  against  land  may  be  kept  alive,  but 
upon  the  estimated  dmration  of  human  life,  during  which  such  claims  may 
remain  in  abeyance,  they  believe  that  such  an  abridgment  cannot  be  made 
as  long  as  the  rights  of  reversioners  and  other  persons  having  future  in- 
terests, are,  for  the  purposes  of  the  statute,  held  only  to  arise  when  they  fall 
into  possession.  Whether  the  latter  rule  might  not  advantageously  be 
altered,  they  consider  to  be  a  matter  for  grave  consideration. 

In  their  criticism  of  the  causes  of  fia,iliu:e  of  Lord  Caims^s  Act, 
I  should  have  said  that  the  Committee  might  with  reason  at  least 
equal  to  their  average,  have  included  the  absence  of  any  provision  in 
the  Lord  Chancellor's  Act  for  the  assurance  of  boundaries.  Under 
the  Act  of  1875,  an  owner  of  land  may  acquire  an  indefeasible  title 
to  certain  lands ;  but  if  there  is  no  definition  of  the  lands  over  which 
that  title  extends,  the  value  of  the  registration  may  not  be  very 
evident.  The  essence  of  such  registration  is  indefeasibility,  and  the 
value  of  indefeasibility  is  in  the  security  of  the  boundaries  of  pro- 
perty. An  object  of  registration  is  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  for 
the  preservation  of  title  deeds,  a  necessity  which  has  led  to  that  which 
Mr.  Osborne  Morgan  has  described  as  *  superstitious  reverence.'  This 
reverence  may  be  exaggerated,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  the  consequence 
of  the  immense  importance  of  the  title  deeds  imder  our  system  of  con- 
veyancing. But  Lord  Cairns's  Act  does  not  enable  a  proprietor  to  be 
less  anxious  and  careful  concerning  his  parchments.  He  may  have 
the  certificate  of  the  Land  Eegistry  Office  as  warrant  for  Tais  title ; 
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bat  in  order  to  maintain  his  bonndari^  he  must  continue  to  be 
charged  with  the  custody  of  title  deeds.  There  is  no  real  relief 
for  him  from  the  evils  of  the  system  of  conveyance  by  deed.  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre  has  stated  with  reference  to  this  matter  in  his  draft 
report,  that  ^  the  importance  of  determining  the  question  of  boundaries 
is  over-rated ; '  and  he  adds,  ^  the  exclusion  was  deliberately  adopted 
in  18759  with  the  object  of  lessening  the  expense  of  putting  properties 
upon  the  register  in  the  first  instance.'  There  can,  however,  be  no 
advantage  in  cheapening  processes  at  the  cost  of  depriving  them  of 
efficiency.  There  was,  and  still  remains,  in  the  mind  of  Parliament, 
an  almost  superstitious  terror  of  the  cost  of  maps,  and  the  advice 
tendered  upon  this  matter  has  not  always  been  of  the  most  practical 
and  well-informed  sort.  There  need  be  no  considerable  expense  in 
the  provision  of  boundary  maps,  nothing  at  all  commensurate  wiih 
the  benefit  and  security  conferred  by  the  indefeasibility  of  the 
deposited  boundary. 

All  through  the  first  four  pages  of  their  Beport  the  Committee  are 
engaged  in  arguing  against  a  mode  of  procedure,  that  of  registration 
of  tides,  for  which  they  have  no  mind,  and  against  which  the  majority 
exhibited  throughout  the  inquiry  a  fixed  olsjection.  In  one  place, 
they  assume  that  such  changes  as  the  prohibition .  of  the  power  of 
tying  up  land  in  settlement,  or  giving  to  the  possessory  proprietor  the 
right  of  dealing  with  it  as  his  own,  ^  would  be  so  opposed  to  the 
general  feeling  of  the  country,  that  for  the  present,  at  least,  it  would 
be  idle  to  consider  them  seriously.'  This  is  the  mode  in  which  the 
Committee  arrive  at  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  their  *  conclusions.' 
But  surely  that  is  not  a  proper  conclusion  for  a  Select  Committee. 
They  are  not  embodied  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  general  feeling 
of  the  country.  The  presumption,  is  rather  tiiat  what  they  call  the 
general  feeling  of  the  country  is  made  up  of  the  self-interest  of 
individuals,  and  that  this  self-interest  may  be  led  anywhere  in  the 
direction  of  generally  advantageous  alterations  in  the  laws  relating  to 
the  security  and  transfer  of  property.  The  position  in  which  the 
Committee  was  placed  may  be  thus  described :  They  find  that  the 
most  eminent  living,  and  late,  lawyers  have  shown  themselves  desir- 
ous of  establishing  a  system  of  registration  of  titles;  they  find  that 
nothing  has  occurred  to  impair  the  arguments  by  which  the  superio- 
rity of  that  system  was  vindicated  at  the  time  when  those  attempts 
were  made.  They  find  that  those  attempts  have  proved  abortive. 
Then  they  make  mention  of  changes  in  certain  directions,  the  result 
of  which  they  admit  would  be  that  *  the  registration  of  titles  would 
be  as  easy  as  the  title  itself  would  be  simple.'  The  ordinary  mind 
would  naturally  suppose  that,  as  their  efforts  were  specially  to  be 
directed  to  the  subject  of  registration,  the  Committee  would  deem  the 
investigation,  and  probably  the  recommendation,  of  these  changes  their 
first  and  nearest  duty.  It  would  never  occur  to  anyone  who  knew 
nothing  of  the  method  and  composition  of  a  Select  Committee,  to 
suppose  that  they  would  shirk  the  consideration  of  these  changes  on 
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the  ground  that  they  were  opposed  to  the  general  feeling  of  the  country, 
that  they  would  say  that  on  that  ground  it  would  he  idle  to  consider 
them  seriously.  Least  of  all  would  it  he  supposed  that  words  of  this 
sort  would  he  dignified  with  the  name  of  a  ^conclusion,'  and  made  use 
of  as  a  sufficient  preliminary  to  the  virtual  laying  aside  of  the  system 
of  registration  of  titles. 

The  utility  of  giving  instructions  to  such  a  Committee  is  not  dis- 
cemihle,  hecause  it  seems  so  very  apparent  that  the  majority  of  the 
Committee — ^to  whom  only  I  must  he  understood  to  refer  when  men- 
tioning the  Committee  in  relation  to  their  Report — ^had  a  preconcep- 
tion of  what  the  people  do  want  in  regard  to  the  laws  relative  to  the 
Titles  and  Transfer  of  Land.  Their  Beport  hetrays  a  misunderstanding 
of  their  proper  function.  The  Lord  Chancellors  who  have  laboured 
to  estahUsh  registration  of  titles  may  be  as  good  judges  of  what  the 
people  want  as  any  members  of  this  Committee.  But  the  Coiomittee 
were  not  appoint^  to  consider  what  the  people  want ;  they  were  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  what  is  the  best  that  can  be  given  to 
the  people  in  the  Way  of  legislation  tending  to  secure  and  to  simplify 
the  Titles  and  Transfer  of  Land. 

Let  us  take  another  example  of  their  reasoning.  They  are  in- 
formed in  evidence  *  that  no  system  of  registration  of  titles  can  be 
devised  which  will  be  voluntarily  adopted ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  are  told  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  he  has  not  yet  seen  any  way 
in  which  the  registration  of  titles  could  be  made  compulsory,'  and  then, 
*  without  expressing  any  final  opinion '  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
observation,  the  Committee  *  think  it  sufficient  to  observe  that  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  force  upon  every  purchaser  or  mortgagee  in  this  coun- 
try a  mode  of  dealing  with  his  property  which  not  one  purchaser  or 
mortgagee  in  twenty  thousand  at  present  adopts  of  his  own  accord.' 
But  although  the  Committee  have  shown  that  they  are  informed  of  par- 
ticular objections  to  the  system  of  registration  of  titles  established  by 
the  Act  of  1875,  and  although  they  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  unequal 
advantages  of  a  voluntary  registration  which  they  are  informed  next 
to  nobody  will  adopt  and  a  compulsory  registration  to  which  at  least 
Lord  Selbome  saw  his  way,  they  report  of  their  own  proceeding  as 
their  arrival  *  at  a  conclusion.'  The  Lord  Chancellor,  timid  for  ob- 
vious reasons  in  the  direction  of  compulsion,  was  only  bold  in  the 
proposal  of  a  Landed  Estates  Court  on  the  Irish  model,  to  be  pre- 
sided over  by  a  judge  of  the  first  importance.  It  would,  of  course, 
be  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  first  judge  in  the  land,  and  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Peers,  that  he  should  offer  a  suggestion  for 
legislation  to  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  accordingly  put  his  proposal  in  the  past  tense  and  pointed 
out  that  if  in  the  original  instance  the  measure  for  the  registration 
of  titles  had  been  preceded  by  the  establishment  of  such  a  Court,  it 
would  have  commanded  a  greater  degree  of  confidence  in  the  publie 
mind*  But  this  did  not  at  all  square  with  the  preconceived  idea  of 
the  Committee  as  to  what  the  people  want.    They  quickly  arrived  at 
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one  of  their  ^  conclusions '  with  respect  to  it,  and  their  Report  upon 
this  matter  of  high  importance  in  regard  to  the  deliverance  of  the  soil 
of  England  from  the  comparative  sterility  to  which,  because  of  the 
poverty  of  insolvent  landlords,  so  much  of  it  is  doomed,  is  that '  your' 
Committee  are  afraid  that  the  time  for  carrying  out  such  a  proposal 
has  gone  by,  and  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  resuscitate  it.' 

Before  proceeding  to  the  aflSrmative  recommendations  of  their 
Beport,  the  Committee  take  their  stand  and  justify  their  '  conclusions ' 
upon  an  axiom  borrowed  from  the  Royal  Commissioners  of  18689 
which  '  they  believe  to  be  perfectly  sound,'    It  is  that  *  for  an  insti- 
tution to  flourish  in  a  free  country,  it  must  offer  to  the  people 
the  thing  that  they  want.'    This  Committee  seem  to  have  a  notion 
that  there  is  inspiration  in  that  most  unmeaning  phrase.    I  sup- 
pose that  in  its  original  employment  it  was  used  by  men  who  had 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  land  system  of  England  flourished  in  a 
free  country.    But  would  anyone  have  the  hardihood  to  say  that  what 
the  people  want  is  to  be  found  in  that  system  ?    What  the  people 
want,  in  regard  to  matters  in  which,  from  inherent  complexity, 
the  people  cannot  and  do  not  attempt  to  devise  improvement,  is  the 
legislation  which  is  the  most  clearly  directed  to  certain  ends,  such,  for 
instance,  as  this  Committee  were  told  off  to  accomplish  when  they 
were  directed  to  have  regard  to  the  steps  which  ought  to  be  taken  to 
simplify  the  Title  to  Land  and  to  facilitate  the  Transfer  thereof. 
This  high  charge  and  grave  duty  the  Committee  resolved  of  their  in- 
trinsic mediocrity  to  abandon  altogether;  and  having  assigned  for 
this  remarkable  neglect  the  reasons  or  *  conclusions '  of  which  I  have 
made  mention,  they  preferred  to  write  their  own  Commission,  which 
is  to  be  found  in  their  Report  in  these  words: — *Is  the  present 
system  of  English  and  Irish  conveyancing  in  any,  and  what  respects, 
capable  of  substantial  improvement  ? '    That  is  ttie  question,  and  the 
only  question  to  which  this  Report  is  an  answer,  and  to  that  question, 
owing  to  the  limitations  too  readily  accepted  by  the  Committee,  it 
is  obviously  a  veiy  lame  and  imperfect  answer.    Still  it  must  be 
admitted  that  by  far  the  more  interesting  and — ^if  the  word  may  be 
applied  to  any  part  of  the  document,  I  would  say  valuable — ^portion  of 
the  Report  is  that  which  follows  upon  the  ignominious  misconstruction 
of  the  task  which  the  Committee  received  and  accepted  from  Parlia- 
ment.   From  this  point  the  tone  of  the  Report  acquires  a  greater 
resemblance  to  vigour,  because  the  Committee  then  enter  upon  the 
ground  of  the  preconception  which  had  occupied  their  minds  from 
the  time  of  their  first  meeting.    Here  they  brush  aside  with  quite 
natural  contempt  the  idea  of  radical  reform.    They  have,  indeed,  no 
toleration  for  reformers.    They  tell  such  that,  *  as  they  have  already 
pointed  out,  simplicity  of  transfer  presupposes  simplicity  of  title, 
and  simplicity  of  title  in  a  country  like  England  or  Ireland  is  more 
or  less  unattainable.'    But  if  we  stoop  to  the  view  of  the  Committee 
that  their  fimction  was  properly  confined  to  considering  how  the 
registration  of  assurances  might  be  improved  and  extended,  we  shall 
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find  at  least  something  to  applaud  in  the  latter  portion  of  this  Beport. 
It  is  hard,  even  in  the  moment  of  severest  disappointment,  to  witUiold 
sympathy  from  men  who  seem  not  imconscious  of  the  inadequacy  of 
their  course.   With  aspect  of  apology,  they  indicate,  and  the  remark 
has  a  certain  merit,  ^  that  if  every  assurance  relating  to  land  were 
roistered,  a  basis  would  be  laid  which  would  make  the  registration 
of  possessory  titles  a  comparatively  simple  matter.    In  fact,  each 
purchase  deed  would  serve  as  a  starting  point  in  the  title,  at  which 
the  purchaser,  if  he  wished  it,  might  pass  from  one  register  to  the 
other.'    When  difficulties  appear  to  thwart  their  own  conception  of 
details,  the  Committee  have  a  very  short  and  simple  way  of  deaUng 
with  them.  In  their  own  happy  method  they  *  conclude '  with  a  simple 
denial  of  their  existence.  Take,  for  example,  their  decision  ^  that  local 
r^istries  might  be  advantageously  established  in  convenient  centres.' 
They  incline  even  to  such  minute  subdivision  as  that  of  the  County 
Court  registries,  and  they  say,  ^  the  objection  that  such  a  proposal 
would  involve  more  than  one  search  where  properties  situateid  in 
different  localities  are  comprised  in  the  same  instrument,  does  not 
seem  to  be  entitled  to  much  weight,  as  such  cases,  it  is  believed,  are,  in 
England  at  least,  comparatively  rare.'    If  this  means  that  properties 
are,  with  very  rare  exceptions,  conterminous  with  the  areas  of  County 
Court  registries,  it  is  certainly  the  most  hazardous  opinion  that 
was  ever  printed  for  Parliament  at  the  expense  of  the  country. 
Surely  no  one  possessing  the  least  claim  to  practical  knowledge  need 
hesitate  in  opposing  even  a  solitary  opinion  to  that  of  the  Committee 
in  this  matter.    The  adoption  of  such  small  areas  of  registration 
must  produce  severe  inconvenience.    The  Coromittee  have  gene- 
rally ignored  the  question  of  cost;  but  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  expense  of  a  system  of  registration  would  be  proportionately 
increased  in  the  ratio  of  the  nimiber  of  offices  of  registration.    It  is 
moreover  open  to  those  who  are  in  favour  of  larger  areas  of  registra- 
tion, to  argue  that  with  such  minute  division  of  the  country,  the 
buyer  and  seller  would  not  seldom  be  residents  in  different  registra- 
tion districts,  and  that  in  such  case  it  would  be  easier  for  both  to 
transact  their  business  by  post  with  a  more  central  office.    The  Com- 
mittee lay  much  stress  upon  the  superior  advantages  of  smaU  areas 
in  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  search,  but  in  this  matter  also  the  cost 
would  be  greatly  increased  by  their  method,  and  they  omit  to  say 
whether  the  certificate  of  search,  which  is  to  be  accepted  as  evidence 
of  the  state  of  title  up  to  its  date,  is  to  be  indefeasible,  and  if  the 
sufferer  from  any  error  in  such  a  certificate  will  be  entitled  to  com- 
pensation.   In  the  Australian  system,  as  the  Committee  were  made 
aware,  a  compensation  fund  is  provided  by  hypothecation  of  a  trifling 
portion  of  the  registration  fees.    The  point  is  not  unworthy  the 
attention  of  the  Committee,  because,  were  the  certificate  not  inde- 
feasible, both  solicitors  and  searchers  might  be  disposed  to  promote 
unnecessary  frequency  of  search.   The  final  recommendations  of  the 
Coromittee  are  preceded  by  a  paragraph,  which  by  a  special  vote 
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was  introduced  ah  extra  into  the  Report,  and  which  has,  it  must  be 
confessed,  a  somewhat  irrelevant  and  unnatural  character.  It  osten- 
tatiously records  the  obvious  fiwjt  that  the  Conmiittee  do  not  recom- 
mend the  repeal  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Act  of  1875,  and  neither, 
though  they  have  emphatically  declared  it  to  be  *  a  dead  letter,'  do 
they  recommend  its  amendment  in  any  direction.  They  only  think 
that  *  the  two  systems  of  registration  might  be  consolidated,  or  at 
all  events  that  the  registration  of  deeds  and  that  of  titles  in  England 
might  be  carried  on  upon  the  same  premises  or,  at  all  events,  under 
the  same  superintendence.'  This  lumbering  paragraph  may  have 
been  intended  humorously.  Perhaps  it  was  introduced  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Lowe,  who  may  have  meant  nothing  but  a  grim  joke. 
Seeing  that  the  Committee  had  already  in  their  Report  declared  the 
Act  ^  a  dead  letter,'  and  that  the  applications  under  it  <  have  dwindled 
down  to  niZ,'  it  is  nothing  but  fiinny  to  record  an  opinion  that  the 
business  of  the  Act  might  without  difficulty  be  consolidated  with 
any  other  business,  under  one  roof  or  one  superintendence. 

Of  the  positive  recommendations  of  the  Committee,  some  of  them 
are  excellent.  But  so  far  as  they  are  novel,  so  far  as  they  differ 
from  recommendations — such  as  the  conversion  of  a  mortgage  fir<Mm  a 
conveyance  upon  conditions  to  a  simple  charge,  defeasible  in  the  event 
of  repayment  of  principal  and  interest ;  and  the  immediate  comple- 
tion of  the  cadastral  survey  for  England  and  Wales :  both  of  which 
have  been  put  forward  by  nearly  every  writer  on  the  subject  of  reform — 
their  recommendations  are  in  strict  harmony  with  the  *  conclusions ' 
of  the  Report.  The  first  is  *the  abolition  of  the  present  scale  of 
conveyancing  charges,  and  the  substitution  for  it  in  all  cases,  where 
it  is  possible,  of  a  graduated  ad  valorem  scale  of  payment.'  Well, 
all  that  need  be  said  on  this  point  is  that  it  is  a  little  wonderful 
to  find  a  Conamittee  including  lawyers  and  solicitors  in  large  practice 
believing  that  the  public  would  gain  much  by  the  establishment  of 
such  a  scale.  The  project  moreover  is  not  new.  An  ad  valorem 
scale  is  now  permitted ;  solicitors  frequently  offer  it  to  their  clients  ; 
and  clients,  knowing  little  or  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  craving  only 
some  sort  of  fixity,  often  accept  it.  I  remember  a  case  of  this  sort 
in  which  a  solicitor  told  me  he  had  prepared  a  conveyance  upon  an 
agreement  for  an  ad  valorem  fee  of  2  per  cent.,  and  he  said  he  was 
glad  his  client  had  accepted  the  scale,  for  such  was  the  simplicity  of 
the  title  that  his  charges  could  not  have  much  exceeded  1  per  cent. 
Then  we  have  the  scale  of  charges  promulgated  by  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society,  a  body  which  we  may  be  quite  sure  would  exercise  very 
great  influence  in  framing  the  suggested  new  scale  of  charges.  The 
Committee  heard  in  evidence,  from  an  eminent  solicitor,  what  was  tlie 
character  of  the  fixed  scale  of  payment.  Mr.  Frere  said  the  charges 
were  so  high  that  he  could  only  use  them  in  the  case  of  foreigners, 
or  of  those  who  were  so  press^  to  obtain  money  on  mortgage  that 
they  were  somewhat  unusually  indifferent  as  to  what  they  paid  for 
the  advance.   The  Committee  recommend  in  the  second  place  the 
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compulsory  iise  of  short  statutory  forms.  But  just  as  in  regard  to 
their  first  recommendation  they  use  the  words  *  where  it  is  possible,' 
so  in  this  matter  they  do  the  same,  varying  the  formula,  and  pre- 
scribing the  reform  *  as  far  as  practicable.'  While  the  complexity 
of  English  titles  is  continued,  that  practicability  will  not  be  found  to 
extend  very  far.  There  are  fashions  in  the  work  of  lawyers  as  in 
that  of  milliners,  and  while  three-fourths  of  the  soil  of  England  are 
bound  in  settlement,  defying  the  adoption  of  short  statutory  forms, 
the  length  of  deeds  will  for  some  reason  or  other  be  found  to  be 
undiminished.  The  same  circumstances  will  tend  to  vitiate,  though 
they  might  not  wholly  obscure,  the  benefits  to  be  obtained  by  the 
recommendation  with  regard  to  mortgages  the  character  of  which 
I  have  already  indicated.  The  further  recommendation,  which  is 
mtended  to  ensure  the  presentation  of  a  real  representative  as  owner 
of  land,  *  having  the  same  control  over,  and  power  to  make,  a  title 
to  freeholds  which  a  personal  representative  now  possesses  in  re- 
gard to  chattels  real,'  implies  mere  homage  to  a  policy  which  the 
Committee  have  shrunk  from  endorsing.  Nothing  is  more  to  be 
desired  for  the  national  welfare  than  that  every  rood  of  land  should 
have  a  representative  and  responsible  owner,  free  to  sell  if  that  be 
desirable,  and  forced  to  sell  if  he  is  obliged  to  make  a  declaration  of 
insolvency.  But  the  recommendation,  even  if  carried  to  its  ex- 
tremest  limits,  would  give  only  a  sham  resemblance  to  that  whole- 
some state  of  things.  There  would  be  names,  but  the  persons  they 
represent  would  be  no  more  the  free  and  responsible  owners  than  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Lords  are  landowners.  The  peers  of 
England  are  not  landowners ;  they  are  land-holders  only  ;  and  not  less 
fictitious  would  be  the  ownership  of  three-fourths  of  the  land  of 
Ghreat  Britain  and  Ireland  as  it  would  appear  in  the  names  of  those 
appointed  representatives  under  this  or  any  other  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee.  The  fifth  recommendation  refers  to  the 
cadastral  survey,  and  the  sixth  to  the  repeal  of  the  Statute  of 
Uses.  The  seventh  deals  with  the  establishment  in  local  centres 
of  district  registers  of  assurances  respecting  land.  This  has  been 
aheady  discussed.  The  recommendation  introduces  the  Ordnance 
map  for  the  purposes  of  index,  the  need  for  which  has  been  illus- 
trated by  an  exhibition  of  the  horrors  of  search  in  the  business  of  the 
Middlesex  Registry,  owing  to  the  very  defective  system  of  index 
which  obtains  in  that  estabUshment ;  but  it  says  nothing  about  making 
the  map  serve  for  the  identification  of  boundaries  in  connection 
with  Lord  Cairns'  Act.  The  eighth  reconunendation,  making  regis- 
tration virtually  compulsory,  is  one  which  is  indispensable  to  the 
success  of  every  system  of  registration,  whether  of  titles  or  of  as- . 
surances, — '  that  (except  in  cases  of  actual  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
party  registering)  every  instrument  shall  rank  in  priority  according 
to  the  date  of  its  registration.*  The  ninth  proposes  the  appointment, 
in  connection  with  each  registry,  *  of  an  oflScial  searcher,  or  staff  of 
searchers,'  whose  certificate  is  '  to  form  part  of  the  title,  and  to  be 
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evidence  in  the  case  of  subsequent  dealing  with  the  property  as  to 
the  previous  title  disclosed  by  the  register.'  Upon  this,  I  have 
already  asked  who  is  to  be  liable,  and  is  compensation  to  be  provided 
for  errors  in  the  search  ?  The  tenth  and  last  recommendation,  con- 
taining the  only  reference  to  the  registration  of  titles,  proposes  no- 
jthing  by  way  of  amendment  of  the  Act,  which  has  been  pronounced 
to  have  no  operation  and  to  be  '  dead,'  but  simply — ^and  from  what  is 
said  by  the  Conmiittee,  we  may  presume,  idly — ^recommends  the 
^  localisation  of  the  registration  of  titles,'  with  the  formula  '  as  far  as 
practicable,'  and  *  concurrently  with  the  establishment  of  district 
registries  for  the  registration  of  assiminces.' 

Although  this  report  is  substantially  the  work  of  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Osborne  Morgan,  it  would  be  unfair  to  charge  upon  him  an 
equivalent  responsibility  for  its  shortcomings  and  defects.  The 
chairman  of  a  Select  Committee  is  bound  by  an  unwritten  contract 
with  Parliament  to  do  his  utmost  to  evolve  the  most  definite  expres- 
sion of  a  majority  of  the  Conmiittee  which  he  can  succeed  in  obtain- 
ing, and  probably  nothing  better  than  the  Eeport  which  is  now  before 
Parliament  could  be  expected  from  a  majority  of  the  nineteen  gen- 
tlemen, of  whom  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan  was  one  and  the  president. 
Besides  two  members  of  the  Grovemment,  there  were  not  fewer  than 
four  thoroughly  Tory  lawyers  on  the  Conmiittee — men  who  revere 
the  principle  and  practice  of  entail  and  settlement,  with  all  that  is 
involved,  as  forming  the  basis  of  the  most  important  political  institu- 
tions of  the  coimtry.  But  whatever  be  the  cause,  the  result  is 
matter  for  regret.  Mr.  Morgan  was  the  instigator  of  the  inquiry, 
and  he,  together  with  the  majority,  has  failed  to  make  the  best  use 
of  the  opportunity  which  was  conceded.  The  revision  of  the  laws 
relating  to  land  will  now  surely  and  speedily  be  undertaken.  To 
expedite  this  great  and  beneficial  undertaking,  the  serious  and  widely 
extended  depression  of  agriculture  will  have  an  important  tendency. 
Nor  will  the  people  of  the  towns  fail  to  be  aroused  to  tlie  importance 
of  this  matter  as  one  which  concerns  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  While  our  trade  is  depressed,  ships  are  preparing 
to  carry  away,  in  a  new  flow  of  emigration,  those  who  at  home  might 
be  permanent  and  beneficial  customers.  While  our  agriculture  is 
depressed,  and  an  unwonted  growth  of  weeds  is  choking  the  soil; 
while  the  fields  are  pining  for  the  labour,  not  so  much  of  hirelings 
but  rather  of  interested  proprietors,  Englishmen  are  carrying  their 
little  capital  away  from  a  country  in  which  there  is  no  security  of 
tenure,  no  simplixiity  of  title  or  of  transfer,  and  where  such  economy 
of  cultivation  as  is  seen  in  that  happiest  part  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
called  the  Channel  Islands,  is  practically  unknown.  There  will  be  a 
great  development  of  public  opinion  upon  this  most  vital  of  social 
questions;  and  when  the  people  of  this  country  have  considered,  so 
far  as  it  is  possible  for  the  population  to  consider,  what  it  is  they 
want,  we  may  safely  predict  that  their  requirements  will  not  be  found 
within  the  paragraphs  of  this  Eeport. 

Arthub  Arnold. 
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AGAIN  among  Perthshire  hills  and  lakes,  Perthshire  woods  and 
rocks,  the  broom  and  the  heather.  And  this  after  not  thinking 
ever  to  see  them  more.  It  was  partly  a  mistake  when  somebody  said 
that  to  enjoy  what  is  present  you  must  have  a  long  prospect  ahead. 
To  some  people,  in  some  moods,  that  is  so.  But  you  will  find  out 
that  when  you  are  coming  slowly  out  of  a  severe  illness,  which 
brought  you  face  to  face  with  the  great  Change :  when  you  take  each 
day  and  are  thankful  for  it,  not  thinking  of  another:  when  you 
know  that  present  ease  may  be  a  brief  reprieve  before  the  iron  grasp 
of  pain  again  takes  hold  of  you :  you  enjoy  things  as  keenly  as  ever. 
I  venture  to  difiFer  from  Mr.  Buskin.  There  is  no  human  being  who 
has  not  many  times  differed  from  Mr.  Ruskin.  No  one  can  admire 
him  more,  or  in  many  things  more  heartily  accept  his  teaching.  But 
it  was  a  morbid  and  transient  mood,  it  was  the  shadow  of  his  great 
illness  coming  upon  him,  when  he  said  that  at  fifty-three,  he  could 
no  longer  look  with  pleasure  at  the  setting  sun. 

Now  in  this  audible  stillness  of  the  beautiful  smumer  evening, 
let  us  walk  two  miles  towards  the  sunset,  golden  and  red,  glorious 
beyond  remembering  when  it  is  gone.  We  have  come  up  a  wooded 
v^ey :  and  here  you  may  sit  down  on  a  little  bridge,  where  a  quiet 
stream  steals  out  from  a  beautiful  loch.  The  steep  and  shaggy  banks 
make  its  edges  black,  but  the  broad  dentral  sheet  of  water  still 
brightly  reflects  the  sky.  Do  not  call  the  word  lock,  ignorant  Saxon : 
you  can  easily  say  loch  if  you  try.  Still  less,  you  affected  whipper- 
snapper  of  a  denationalized  Scot,  venture  to  forswear  yom:  birthright 
and  talk  of  a  lock  to  me.  As  sure  as  you  do,  I  shall  inflict  appropriate 
and  condign  punishment.  I  will  investigate  how  near  you  are  in 
blood  to  the  Eldership  of  the  Scotch  Kirk ;  and  make  the  fact  known 
to  your  Anglican  acquaintances,  to  your  deep  mortification.  For  the 
fact  would  not  mortify  you,  unless  you  were  a  very  poor  creature. 

The  smnmer  has  been  cold  and  rainy :  the  season  is  late.  All  the 
pleasanter,  pleasant  beyond  words,  have  come  this  glittering  sunshine, 
this  sapphire  sky,  these  golden  and  crimson  clouds,  covering  all  the 
West.  And  beautiful  things  are  still  present  with  us,  which  in  other 
years  would  have  been  past  and  gone.  Though  this  be  one  of  the 
first  four  days  of  August,  the  touch  of  Autumn  might  be  here :  it  was 
here  this  day  twelvemonths.  But  this  evening,  these  quiet  miles,  a 
blaze  of  briar  roses,  red  and  white,  has  lightened  up  the  hedges  on 
either  hand  :  and  all  the  way  the  air  has  been  sweet  with  the  frag- 
rance of  the  breathing  clover.  The  broom,  in  patches,  still  keeps  its 
yellow  flowers.  Though  pow  it  is  near  nine  o'clock,  the  twilight  is  like 
daylight  to  one  coming  out  from  that  dark  avenue  of  thick  trees : 
and  the  great  moon,  sailing  above,  yellow  as  is  the  summer  moon. 
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adds  no  appreciable  light  because  none  is  needed.  Here  is  the  first 
holiday :  and  it  comes  as  welcome  as  in  departed  years. 

Times  come,  leisure  times  in  a  busy  life,  times  when  unwonted 
illness  enforces  cessation  of  accustomed  work,  in  which  you  look  baok 
over  the  way  you  have  come :  you  turn  over  your  diary  (conmionly  a 
saddening  and  humbling  experience) :  you  think  of  much  labour,  of  the 
full  exertion  of  what  little  might  you  had  :  and  ask  yourself  What 
is  to  Shew.  What  is  the  outcome  of  it  all  ?  What  abiding  result  is 
there  of  all  you  have  done,  beyond  the  mere  bearing  of  the  burden  of 
the  day  that  was  passing  over  you  ?  Is  there  any  ?  Yes,  there  is 
some.    But  it  is  very  little. 

Of  course  you  remember  that  there  are  morbid  views,  which  in  a 
little  will  go.  There  are  transient  moods,  not  to  be  mistaken  for  the 
abiding  mind.  As  in  all  matters  of  opinion  the  last  appeal  must  lie 
to  the  average  good  sense  of  average  mankind,  so  to  discover  your 
own  resultant  and  permanent  judgment  you  must  eliminate  excep- 
tional and  hasty  ju(^[ments,  formed  under  temporary  pressure.  Un- 
less you  be  a  fool,  perennial  and  incurable,  you  are  well  aware  that 
very  often,  for  short  spaces,  you  have  thought  and  judged  like  an 
inexpressible  fooL  Sometimes,  too,  it  may  be  that  for  periods  which 
passed  with  lightning  swiftness,  you  have  been  an  inmiense  deal 
wiser  and  farther-seeing  than  your  average. 

In  these  transient  seasons  when  you  form  exceptional  judgments, 
by  and  bye  to  go,  you  have  known  what  it  is  to  conclude  that  all  your 
life  has  been  a  wretched  failure,  and  all  you  have  done  beneath  con- 
tempt. As  for  what  you  have  written  (if  anything),  you  really  think 
it  is  even  worse  than  an  amiable  brother  in  the  like  vocation  with 
yourself  declared  it  to  be  in  the  Whistlebinkie  halfpenny  paper.  The 
word  criticism  is  not  well  applied  to  the  poor  outburst  of  spite  firom 
the  man  who  has  never  forgiven  your  beating  him  at  College :  but  it 
may  be  said  that  a  writer  of  moderate  sense  is  often  surprised  that 
the  unfriendly  critic  fails  to  put  his  finger  upon  the  weakest  and  worst 
points  in  the  production  of  the  human  being  whom  (God  knows  why) 
he  hates.  Now,  seeing  how  much  better  and  more  successfully  you 
will  do  your  work  when  you  have  confidence  in  yourself:  not  to  men- 
tion how  much  happier  you  will  be  in  doing  it :  you  may  occasionally 
have  thought  that  he  was  a  wise  man,  that  Weaver  of  Kilwinning, 
proverbially  known  6ver  the  West  of  Scotland,  concerning  whom  only 
this  fact  is  recorded,  that  he  earnestly  entreated  his  Maker  for  a  good 
opinion  of  himself.  A  good  conceit  of  himself,  was  the  expressive 
phrase  of  Ayrshire  in  the  writer's  boyhood. 

One  has  often  thought  that  there  is  something  specially  cheering 
about  work  which  leaves  something  to  shew.  At  Collie  you  pored 
a  Jong  evening  over  a  knotty  bit  of  uEschylus :  at  last  you  thought 
you  had  mastered  it :  but  the  acquisition  was  invisible  and  intan- 
gible. But  when  you  had  composed  a  few  Greek  Iambics,  or  written 
a  page  or  two  of  an  essay,  here  was  something  done  concerning  which 
there  could  be  no  question.    What  your  work  might  be  wortih  was  a 
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diflferent  matter :  but  if  it  were  your  very  best,  the  pleasantest  smile 
in  all  this  world  (if  Wordsworth  be  right)  beamed  quietly  upon  you  : 
and  here  was  something  tangible  accomplished.  The  Chorus  of 
iEschylus,  in  after  years,  would  be  quite  forgot.  Yes,  and  when  you 
looked  then  at  your  old  prize  essay,  it  would  be  as  strange  to  its 
author  as  to  any  one  else.  But  at  least  the  fiwiing  pages  are  there, 
for  what  they  are  worth.  And  if  intellectual  labour  (let  us  say  head- 
work)  often  leave  no  apparent  memorial  or  result,  yet  more  im- 
ponderable is  the  result  of  moral  struggle.  You  fight  with  a  bad 
habit:  you  daflf  aside  a  temptation:  you  try  to  grow  better-tem- 
pered, or  at  least  to  suppress  the  unworthy  speech  or  act  in  which  ill- 
temper  would  reveal  itself:  but  not  merely  is  there  nothing  to  shew; 
you  are  very  far  from  being  sure  that  you  have  indeed  attained  even 
an  invisible  possession.  As  for  the  human  beings  (by  many  esteemed 
as  holding  an  enviable  place  in  life),  who  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
amuse  themselves,  their  daily  proceedings  leave  no  trace  at  all. 
If,  like  Chatterton's  hero,  they  ^  sum  the  actions  of  the  day  at  night 
before  they  sleep,'  one  would  think  they  must  feel  very  imcomfortable^ 
But  the  enjoyment  of  the  sense  that  something  has  been  attempted 
and  done  in  the  day  that  has  gone  over  is  probably  an  acquired  taste. 
And  Southey's  daily  exercise  with  his  pen  came  to  be  very  much  like 
some  old  gentleman's  daily  strokes  at  Golf.  Only  Southey's  pen  left 
its  abiding  traces,  which  oftentimes  were  indeed  worth  extremely 
Uttle:  while  the  old  golfer's  strokes  are  without  apparent  result. 
Yon  may  say,  of  course,  that  they  brought  him  health  and  cheerful- 
ness. But  health  and  cheerfulness  are  not  what  I  mean  when  I  speak 
of  something  to  shew.  I  mean  a  visible  and  abiding  result  of  past 
work,  which  you  can  see  and  handle :  the  book  written,  the  house  built, 
the  picture  painted,  the  waving  harvest-field,  the  money  saved  and 
invested.  Sir  Gilbert  Scott,  looking  at  the  churches  he  had  built 
and  restored  (and  let  grumblers  say  what  they  please,  he  was  a  very 
great  Architect) :  Bobert  Stephenson,  looking  at  the  London  and 
Birmingham  Eailway,  and  the  Menai  Bridge :  Mr.  Gladstone,  regard- 
ing the  enactments  he  has  added  to  the  Statute-book;  and  Mr. 
Disraeli  thinking  of  a  great  Party  which  he  had  educated  with  a 
vengeance ;  have  known  the  special  sensation  implied  in  having  a 
vast  deal  to  shew :  For  better  or  worse,  such  men  have  left  their 
mark  on  their  age.  But  with  ordinary  folk,  living  an  ordinary  life, 
even  a  busy  one,  pretty  nearly  all  energy  goes  to  bear  the  burden  of 
the  day  that  is  passing  over  and  to  do  the  work  it  brings:  and  hardly 
any  abiding  result  survives  and  endures. 

When  human  beings  are  subjected  to  the  process  which  used  to 
be  called  being  hrougld  to  book^  the  result  is  for  the  most  part  very 
humbling.  For  being  brought  to  book  means  that,  instead  of  one's 
being  alluded  to  estimate  himself  and  his  work  by  vague  impres- 
sions, you  are  brought  to  the  accurate  and  searching  test  of  arith- 
metical verity.  Isaac  Disraeli  gives  in  one  of  his  works  a  careful 
calculation  of  the  number  of  volumes  which  it  is  possible  for  a  man 
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to  actually  read  in  a  lifetime  :  the  number  is  startlingly  small.  If 
you  count  the  number  actually  present  at  a  large  meeting  of  men 
and  women,  it  will  prove  to  be  just  about  half  what  it  would  have 
been  reckoned  to  be,  even  by  those  not  unaccustomed  to  see  large 
meetings.  If  the  gathering  be  one  of  thousands,  it  will  count  up  to 
about  one-sixth  or  one-eighth  of  what  an  unexperienced  person 
would  call  it.  Many  folk  have  an  impression  that  in  the  winter  sky 
they  have  seen  at  once  many  thousands  of  stars :  some  would  say 
many  millions.  Not  reckoning  nebular  gleams,  the  number  of  stars 
the  human  eyes  can  see  is  not  two  thousand.  And  when  very 
laborious  mortels  are  brought  to  book  as  to  the  time  which  can  be 
habitually  given  to  work  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  the  result  is 
surprising  and  it  is  taking  down.  Large  spaces  must  needs  be 
given  to  sleep,  and  food,  and  raiment.  A  lengthened  portion  of  each 
year  goes  to  the  dismal  process  of  shaving.  The  morning  tub,  in  a 
year,  engages  an  appreciable  amount  of  your  conscious  Itfe.  From 
the  moment  at  wUch  you  rise  in  the  morning  till  the  moment 
when  you  take  stead&stly  to  work,  having  had  breakfiEist  and 
glanced  over  the  newspaper,  and  (if  in  the  country)  having  had  a 
little  turn  in  the  open  air,  have  not  two  hours  gone  ?  I  am  not 
going  into  details.  But,  as  a  fact,  the  time  in  each  day  for  which 
the  machinery  of  mind  and  body  can  be  driven  at  full  pressure,  is 
surprisingly  brief :  and  of  that  time  no  small  measure  goes  to  the 
doing  of  work  which  must  needs  be  done,  but  which  leaves  no  trace. 
It  would  leave  traces,  and  painful  ones,  were  it  neglected.  The 
answering  your  letters,  answer  them  as  briefly  as  you  may,  exhausts 
time  and  energy  daily.  You  mow  down  the  worrying  crop  :  but  next 
morning  there  it  is  again.  I  speak  of  ordinary  professional  folk,  with 
their  moderate  correspondence.  Bishops,  and  the  like,  with  thirty 
letters  to  write  each  day,  every  one  requiring  thought,  and  several 
demanding  anxious  consideration,  can  have  little  energy  left  for 
any  writing  else.  It  is  no  wonder  that  they  preach  extempore,  ot 
give  old  sermons  or  sermons  written  off  at  a  sitting. 

And  yet,  an  immense  deal  of  work  can  be  done  in  not  so  many 
years  by  one  whose  vitality  is  not  frittered  away  by  the  unceasing^ 
and  worrying  calls  of  professional  and  domestic  life.  Mr.  Buckle 
died  at  forty,  having  acquired  an  amount  of  knowledge  which  seemed 
marvellous.  Yet  when  near  twenty,  he  could  not  read  nor  write. 
Twenty  years  sufficed  to  acciunulate  the  stores  of  which  we  have 
startling  glimpses  in  the  History  of  Civilization.  But  Mr.  Buckle 
was  rich.    And  Mr.  Buckle  was  unmarried. 

If  you,  being  a  brain-driving  man,  and  getting  on  through  the 
years  of  middle  age,  should  be  struck  down  by  serious  illness,  which, 
gives  you  a  very  near  view  of  the  solemn  End,  it  will  probably  be  in  your 
experience  as  you  are  gradually  getting  better  that  you  will  frequently 
think  how  many  men  who  did  good  work  in  this  world  died  no  older 
than  yourself.  Several  times  in  each  day  it  wlQ  be  impressed  upon 
you  how  many  these  men  are :  and  the  upshot  will  be  that  you  will 
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be  brought  to  even  a  humbler  view  of  the  little  you  have  yourself 
done  in  your  life  than  you  commonly  suffer  under.  I  do  not  think, 
saying  this,  of  the  great  geniuses  in  Poetry,  in  Painting,  in  Music, 
who  go  at  thirty-seven ;  Mozart  and  Mendelssohn,  Raphael,  Byron, 
Bums :  nor  of  the  wild  crew  of  the  earlier  English  dramatists,  whose 
insane  career  told  in  such  fashion  on  body  and  soul  that  it  must 
needs  be  brief.  It  is  very  startling  to  think  that  Shakespeare  learnt 
all  he  knew,  and  said  it  as  he  has  done,  and  died  at  fifty-oue. 
Thackeray  died  at  fifty-two ;  Spenser  at  forty-nine ;  Arnold  died  at 
forty-eight.  There  was  a  man,  of  whom  no  reader  of  this  page 
ever  heard,  who  was  a  really  great  ecclesiastic  in  a  small  spherfe ; 
wielding  for  many  years  an  influence  which  in  such  a  sphere  is  not 
gained  unless  through  lengthened  time.  His  name  was  Andrew 
Thompson :  and  he  died  at  fifty-two.  There  never  was  a  greater 
advocate  at  the  English  Bar  than  Follett.  He  died  at  forty-six. 
Dickens  had  done  the  work  oil  which  his  &me  rests  at  a  very  early 
age;  but,  with  his  nervous  system,  the  wonder  is  he  surpassed  thirty- 
seven.  With  that  hysterical  sensibility,  it  is  marvellous  that  he 
reached  fifty-seven.  We  must  beware,  however,  of  classifying  our- 
selves with  the  immortals,  even  as  concerns  their  years.  For  by 
simply  classifying  ourselves  with  such,  we  may  subject  ourselves  to 
several  mortifications.  There  was  a  decent  man  in  recent  days,  who 
had  published  certain  volumes  of  inexpressibly  unreadable  verse. 
On  a  certain  occasion  he  was  conversing  with  a  friend,  and  fas  was  his 
wont)  he  led  the  talk  to  that  which  was  with  him  the  greatest  of  all 
subjects :  to  wit.  Himself.  With  a  sigh,  he  said  that  it  behoved  him 
to  be  diligent  in  making  the  most  of  the  time  which  remained  to 
him,  forasmuch  as  his  time  was  short.  His  friend  asked,  with 
awakened  curiosity,  what  it  was  he  meant.  *  Ah,'  he  replied,  mourn- 
fully, *  you  know  all  great  geniuses  die  at  thirty-seven.'  The  friend, 
eager  to  comfort  him,  entreated  him  to  discard  the  notion  that  he 
was  to  be  prematurely  cut  off ;  assuring  him  that  he  did  not  run  the 
smallest  risk  of  dying  at  the  age  peculiar  to  great  geniuses.  But 
the  friend  informed  me  that  instead  of  being  cheered  by  the  com- 
munication and  grateful  to  him  who  conveyed  it,  the  poet  glowed 
with  indignation.  Another  poet,  who  was  in  several  respects  the 
exact  incarnation  of  a  snob  (in  Mr.  Thackeray's  sense  of  the  word) 
has  assured  us  that  he  would  rather  be  subjected  to  the  very  worst 
possible  extremity  in  the  company  of  a  duke,  than  be  admitted  to 
what  was  fex  too  good  for  him  in  what  he  termed  vvlgar  corrvpcmy. 
Even  so  would  that  unreadable  though  estimable  author  much  rather 
have  been  removed  in  the  flower  of  his  days,  than  have  been  spared 
to  the  good  old  age  which  he  in  fact  attained,  if  he  might  die  at  the 
years  of  Mendelssohn,  Eaphael,  and  Byron.  I  do  not  mention 
Toplady,  though  he  was  similarly  distinguished:  save  to  say  that  if 
some  good  folk  who  ignorantly  admire  him,  knew  some  fects  as  to 
what  they  would  no  doubt  call  his  ritualistic  ways,  they  would  hasten 
to  discern  extreme  High  Churchism  in  Bock  of  Ages. 
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I  see  Follett  yet,  getting  wearily  out  of  his  carriage  at  the  door 
of  the  Guildhall  Courts  in  the  morning,  to  begin  his  day's  work.  It 
was  a  high,  old-fashioned  chariot ;  and  he  generally  left  his  Times, 
opened  up  in  untidy  fashion,  lying  on  its  floor.  I  see  the  worn,  pale 
face,  not  without  a  look  of  suffering ;  the  short  iron-grey  hair ;  as 
the  great  advocate  slowly  and  stiffly  walked  up  the  steps,  eagerly 
eyed  by  divers  young  Templars  who  vainly  thought  they  were  some 
d^y  to  rival  him.  In  a  few  minutes,  arrayed  now  in  his  wig  and 
gown,  he  would  be  opening  a  case  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  with  melli- 
fluous flow  of  speech  hardly  ever  rivalled,  and  with  little  peculiarities 
of  expression  long  forgotten.  He  was  fond  of  the  unclassical  word 
coUibwi/ng :  and  though  men  in  general  speak  of  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence,  and  Americans  of  dollars  and  cents,  Follett  always  spoke 
of  a  thovsomd  pound.  Does  any  great  American  lawyer  say  that  a 
man  is  worth  (i.e.  has,  probably  he  is  worth  nothing)  a  million 
doUa/r?  The  old  days  come  baick,  wherein  the  writer  paced  the 
classic  shades  of  the  Temple,  and  honestly  studied  the  Law :  days 
for  which  there  is  nothing  earthly  now  to  shew,  and  wherein  his  life 
was  miUions  of  miles  away  from  that  of  these  latter  years.  Not  one 
in  a  thousand  of  the  human  beings  among  whom  he  lives  knows  what 
the  Temple  means,  or  has  the  faintest  idea  of  what  is  meant  by  a 
Master  in  Chancery.  And  probably  the  writer  alone  among  all  living 
Scotch  theologians  has  read  and  abstracted  Blackstone's  Conunen- 
taries  and  Chitty's  Practice.  It  is  too  plain  that  most  of  his  brethrai 
axe  all  abroad  as  to  the  functions  of  a  Special  Pleader ;  and  that 
some  of  them  fancy  that  to  join  issue  means  exactly  the  opposite 
of  what  it  does.  A  minute  before  Follett  drove  up,  a  great  rosy-faced 
man  of  above  six  feet,  mounted  on  a  huge  high-trotting  horse,  had 
rode  at  a  lumbering  but  rapid  pace  right  roimd  the  little  space  which 
the  Guildhall  fronts,  stopped  at  the  side  door  leading  to  the  Couits, 
clunjLsily  thrown  himself  off,  and  bustled  up  the  steps  with  a  large 
pair  of  white  macintosh  l^gings  and  a  stem  expression  of  coun- 
tenance. He  was  a  great  man  then,  and  one  look^  at  him  with  all 
respect ;  but  save  a  very  ill -written  memoir  in  one  volume,  there  is 
nothing  to  shew  for  him  now :  his  place  has  been  twice  emptied  and 
twice  filled  since  then:  but  many  of  the  writer's  standing  must 
remember  him  well,  and  his  deep  voice,  and  his  graceful  dignity  on 
the  Bench,  and  his  unfailing  courtesy.  He  was  the  Chief  Justice  of 
England,  Lord  Denman ;  and  his  earlier  career  had  been  a  strange 
one.  The  days  were  in  which  betting  men  would  have  laid  any  odds 
that  he  never  would  hold  that  office  ;  or  any  other  from  which  un- 
scrupulous malignity,  nundful  of  the  deserved  lash  laid  upon  it, 
could  keep  him  ^ck :  unscrupulous  malignity  in  what  by  courtesy 
must  be  called  high  places.  Lower  places,  if  there  be  such  things  as 
right  and  wrong,  coidd  not  be.  Doubtless  Lord  Denman's  old  office 
is  now  &r  more  brilliantly  filled :  neither  as  Advocate  nor  as  Judge 
could  you  call  it  other  than  a  far  cry  from  Denman  to  Cockbum : 
but  the  present  Chief  Jiistice  does  not  look  the  thing  at  all  like  his 
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majestic  predecessor.    Pm  negotiia  neque  mpra  was  all  one  could 
say,  in  that  old  time,  in  the  Queen's  Bench.    The  patient,  kindly, 
fully  equipped  Tindal,  C. J.,  presided  in  the  Common  Pleas :  and  the 
incomparable  Advocate  in  all  trials  by  Jury,  in  such  surpassing 
FoUett,  surpassing  Wilde,  surpassing  all  men,  Scarlett,  whom  ill-luck 
and  envy  had  held  back  for  many  years,  was  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  not  a'  very  great  Jud^e.    I  see  him,  sitting  in  his. 
shabby  and  uncomfortable  Court,  with  rubicimd  visage,  and  a  black 
patch  overdone  eye,  taking  notes  diligently  with  a  dirty  old  steel 
pen  with  a  broken  handle.    It  was  second-class  business  that  went  to 
the  Exchequer  in  those  days :  and  second-class  Counsel  pleaded  there. 
Wilde  was  supreme  in  the  Common  Pleas :  Next,  but  a  long  way 
off,  was  Talfourd.    Farther  down,  Bompas  and  Channell.    A  few 
Serjeants  sat  there  wearily,  with  nothing  earthly  to  do.    I  remember 
their  names  well,  but  I  shall  not  record  them :  I  see  their  faces,  very 
sorrowful  faces :  as  a  boy,  I  pitied  them  heartily.    Ah,  years  after 
I  was  told  by  a  relation  of  the  most  briefless  of  all  (the  relation  did 
not  know  that  I  knew  the  CP.  as  now  I  know  my  parish  church), 
how  he  was  just  going  to  be  nuide  a  Judge  when  in  fact  he  suddenly 
was  not.    He  was  just  as  near  being  made  a  Judge  as  I  this  day  am 
to  being  made  Pope :  or,  as  some  good  folk  put  it,  Popp  ofRomm. 
Let  no  relative  of  a  briefless  barrister  ever  make  any  statement 
concerning  him  to  a  member  of  the  Honourable  Society  of  the  Outer 
Temple  unless  the  statement  be  true.    For  the  Templar  will  know 
the  &ot8,  exactly:  though  politeness  (not  to  say  pity)  may  hinder  his 
stating  them.    In  the  Queen^s  Bench  was  the  Attorney-General,  the 
emaciated  old  Scotchman  Sir  Frederick  Pollock :  Senior  Wrangler  in  his 
day:  a  good  lawyer  and  a  coiui^eous  gentleman.  Then  FoUett,  Solicitor- 
General;  of  whom  no  more  need  be  said.    Hardly  behind  FoUett  in 
practice^  the  closely-shaven,  thin-faced,  tall  and  graceful  Thesiger : 
for  many  a  year  as  populs^  an  advocate  as  the  EngUsh  Bar  has 
known :  an  eminently  successful  getter  of  verdicts.    Yet  once,  in 
cynical  humour,  disgusted  by  some  specially  idiotic  Jury,  he  said  in 
the  writer's  hearing  that  after  a  case  had  been  tried,  and  the  Judge 
had  summed  up,  and  the  Jury  retired,  he  would  be  quite  content, 
instead  of  waiting  for  the  verdict,  that  a  half-crown  should  be  tossed 
up,  and  heads  or  tails  decide  the  matter.    It  was  he  who,  coming  out 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  was  addressed  by  a  nuitter-of-fact  Member, 
pointing  to  Canning^s  statue,  with  the  sagacious  remark,  '  Canning 
was  not  so  taU  a  man  as  that.*  Thesiger,  with  cordial  assent,  repUed, 
*  No,  nor  so  green.'    I  wonder  whether  his  sons,  who  have  got  on  in 
Ufe  much  earlier  than  their  far  cleverer  father,  ever  saw  him  in  his 
robes:  at  least  till  he  became  Lord  ChanceUor.    One  of  FoUett's 
nearest  relations  told  me  that  he  never  had  seen  FoUett  in  his  wig. 
And  though  he  saw  FoUett  perpetually,  the  single  remark  of  FoUett's 
that  he  could  remember  was  that  lawyers  do  not  generaUy  succeed 
in  the  House  of  Commons  because  they  speak  too  well.     But  if 
FoUett's  kindred  fiiUed  to  appreciate  him  diUy,  there  were  those  who 
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did.  Lord  Ellenborough,  Chief  Justice  of  England,  when  asked  in 
age  what  were  the  greatest  pleasures  in  life,  replied  iiiat  the  greatest 
he  knew  were  a  quiet  game  at  whist,  and  to  hear  a  young  lawyer 
named  Follett  argue  a  point  of  law.  And  Helps  told  the  writer, 
more  than  once,  that  it  was  one  of  his  greatest  enjoyments  to  hear 
Follett  speak,  no  matter  on  what  subject.  But  he  died,  being* 
Attorney-General,  at  the  age  already  named.  Humbled  to  the  earth, 
and  below  it,  ought  certain  Attomey-Grenerals  whom  the  writer  has 
known  to  be  when  they  think  whose  place  they  hold,  but  assuredly 
do  not  fill.  What  Curran  meant  by  the  words  I  do  not  in  any  way- 
know,  save  that  he  meant  something  depreciatory,  when  he  declared 
that  a  certain  speech  was  more  like  an  Attorney-Particular  than  an 
Attomey-Greneral.  But,  taking  the  phrase  to  mean  something  very 
bad,  anyone  who  has  known  the  law  for  the  last  thirty  years,  haa 
known  several  most  awful  Attorney-Particulars.  Happily  for  them 
they  were  so  awfully  Particular,  that  they  seemed  quite  pleased  with 
themselves.  But  the  greatest  Attomey-Greneral  died  before  being 
made  Lord  Chancellor.  All  his  career  is  a  feiding  memory  in  a 
number  of  men  which  is  year  by  year  lessening.  And  save  a  statue  of 
white  marble  in  the  North  aisle  of  the  Nave  of  Westminster  Abbey, 
there  is  nothing  to  shew  of  Follett.  No  memoir  of  him  was  ever 
written :  in  any  case  none  was  ever  published.  Yet  those  who  often 
saw  and  heard  him  will  never  forget  him.  My  last  remembrance  of  him 
is  sitting  on  the  bench  which  used  to  run  along  the  side  of  Lincoln's  Inn 
Hall,  with  his  hands  thrust  very  deeply  into  his  pockets,  with  the 
black  eyes  gleaming  out  from  under  the  white  wig,  listening  with 
deep  attention  to  a  solicitor  who  was  coaching  him  up  for  a  Chancery 
case.  For  he  went  into  the  Court  of  Chancery  sometimes,  though 
mainly  a  common  lawyer*  Li  a  minute  more  he  was  addressing 
Lord  Lyndhurst,  then  Chancellor,  having  mastered  his  brief  with- 
out reading  it  by  the  solicitor's  help.  And  the  keen  pale  fiawje 
of  the  Chancellor  was  earnestly  watching  the  man  in  whom  he 
knew  he  had  met  his  match,  and  fancied  he  beheld  his  successor.  It 
was  a  grievous  thought,  that  Follett  had  sometimes  to  plead  before 
decent  old  Lord  Cottenham.  That  a  man  should  be,  in  Lord  Mel- 
bourne's words,  *  the  best  of  cooks '  (the  phrase  is  to  be  understood 
morally),  may  make  him  a  pleasant  colleague  for  an  easy-going 
Premier  thankful  to  be  rid  of  Brougham :  but  is  a  poor  reason  for 
putting  him  where  (if  he  were  strong  enough)  he  would  be  the  head 
of  the  English  Law.  But,  as  a  curious  fact,  the  Whigs  have  had  to 
put  up  with  very  weak  Chancellors,  till  they  came  to  Bethell  and 
Roundell  Palmer.  And  both  of  these  had  been  Tories.  The  names  of 
Cottenham,  Cranworth,  and  Hatherley,  look  very  small  and  pale  in 
the  grand  succession.  Lord  Campbell  was  one  of  the  best  of  Chief 
Justices,  but  he  became  Chancellor  at  eighty.  He  was  master  of  his 
work ;  but  it  was  too  late.  And  you  could  not  rank  him,  as  an  equity 
lawyer,  beside  Lyndhurst  and  Cairns. 

The  successful  Advocate  has  his  Peerage  to  show:  his  fortune 
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(which  may  be  a  large  one,  unless  he  has  an  extravagant  and  silly 
wife) :  his  social  place,  much  uplifted  in  most  cases  from  the  level  at 
which  he  began:  his  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  expensively 
educated,  started  in  life  with  the  idea  that  they  are  to  do  nothing, 
and  sometimes  idiots  to  that  inexpressible  degree  that  they  are 
ashamed  of  the  only  thing  they  have  to  be  proud  of,  that  their  father 
was  a  great  lawyer.  Even  the  kindly  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  irritated 
for  once  when  his  eldest  son,  sent  into  a  cavalry  regiment  to  lead  a 
life  of  amusement,  wrote  his  fsither  a  letter  in  which  he  talked  in  con- 
temptuous terms  of  EdAmbv/rgh  lavryera.  Let  us  hope  that  this  was 
merely  a  transient  phase  of  snobbish  folly  in  Sir  Walter  the  second. 
It  brought  back  a  well-deserved  reminder  that  he  was  himself  the  son 
of  one  Edinburgh  lawyer  and  the  grandson  of  another,  and  owed 
everything  he  had  and  was  to  the  &ct  that  he  was  such :  likewise  a 
suggestion  that,  considering  the  premises,  it  was  rather  too  much  for 
him  to  talk  with  such  airs.  Besides  these  material  traces  of  the 
successful  lawyer's  career,  you  have  now  and  then  his  printed 
volumes.  Of  course  Bacon  is  beyond  speaking  of.  You  have 
Brougham's  unreadable  pages,  very  many:  you  have  Campbell's 
volumes  of  pleasant  gossiping  history;  you  have  JeflFrey's  Essays, 
specimens  for  the  most  part  of  a  school  of  criticism  which  has  passed 
away.  But  Lyndhurst,  FoUett,  Thesiger,  Wilde,  Scarlett,  Bethell, 
are  wholly  silent.  They  said  very  much,  but  they  wrote  nothing  at 
all.  There  is  nothing  to  shew.  for  Lord  Erskine,  all  that 
remains  beyond  the  tradition  of  a  marvellous  eloquence,  is  the  speech 
written  for  him  by  Mr.  Hookham  Frere.  In  that  striking  oration  he 
states  that  he  was  of  noble,  perhaps  of  royal  blood :  he  had  a  house  at 
Hampstead :  he  had  been  called  many  times  during  the  past  season 
to  the  country  on  special  retainers,  travelling  generally  in  a  post- 
chaise  and  four :  and  he  was  compassed  with  the  infirmities  of  human 
nature.  These  assurances  he  repeated  three  times  over,  finally  (we 
are  informed)  in  a  strain  of  agonisi/ng  eloq'wmce.  Still,  remarkable 
though  the  speech  be,  one  would  say  that  there  must  have  been  some- 
thing about  Erskine's  oratory  beyond  what  is  here  represented. 
Either  that ;  or  it  must  have  been  easier  in  his  days  to  be  a  great 
orator  than  in  these  days  of  Gladstone  and  Bright. 

All  this  is  quite  true :  but  just  look  at  this  beech  hedge  which 
bounds  the  lane  along  which  our  devious  steps  are  slowly  bearing 
us.  They  say  the  hedge  is  a  hundred  feet  high.  It  looks  it  alL 
And  it  is  the  external  limit  of  a  fair  domain  whose  name  the  Saxon 
tourist  in  these  parts  would  not  readily  pronounce  if  he  saw  it 
written,  and  would  vainly  think  to  spell  it  if  he  heard  it  said. 
Through  the  great  hedge  blazes  at  this  moment  a  sunset  which 
makes  half  the  horizon  glorious  beyond  all  remembrance  of  sunsets 
past.  This  milestone  bears  the  legend  Perth  IL  We  are  these 
miles  North  of  the  dirty  town  which  is  sometimes  called  the  Fair 
OUy :  and  hard  by  is  the  beautiful  Tay.    Surely  if  Sir  Walter  has 
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made  the  Tweed  the  river  of  Scotknd  for  associations,  the  Tay 
abides  the  chief  Scottish  river  for  varied  beauty.  Deep  purple 
against  the  Eastern  sky  stretches  that  range  of  hills.  There  is  the 
round  scalp  of  Dunsinane.  And  here  is  the  roar  of  an  express  train 
tearing  unseen  over  an  iron  bridge  hidden  among  trees  hard  by.  If 
Macbeth,  from  his  height,  had  heard  that  sound,  he  would  probably 
have  concluded  it  was  somebody  coming  for  him.  One  has  known 
folk  whose  antecedents  would  not  bear  examination  frightened  by  as 
irrelevant  a  cause. 

Let  these  discursive  thoughts  be  concluded  by  the  suggestion 
that  a  very  uncomfortable  view  of  the  abiding  resultant  of  a  man's 
career  in  this  life  is  gained  when  one  thinks  of  the  eflFect  he  may 
have  left  upon  the  character  and  career  of  some  other  people.  A 
boyish  recollection  may  here  be  permitted.  In  the  writer's  early 
youth  a  certain  preacher,  a  Broad-Churchman  coming  before  his  day 
(or  perhaps  a  High-Churchman),  set  forth  in  a  rural  parish  certain 
advanced  views  which  roused  the  disapproval  of  a  local  poet.  The 
poet  produced  a  composition  in  severe  condemnation  of  the  preacher's 
discourses,  only  two  lines  of  which  remain  vividly  in  one's  memory: 
startling  in  the  sharpness  and  directness  of  the  statement  they 
contain,  and  indicating  a  simplicity  of  belief  rarely  met  in  these 
sophisticated  days.  Some  apology  is  due  for  quoting  them:  but 
here  they  are.  They  speak  concerning  the  preacher's  parishioners, 
and  hint  at  the  vehemence  of  his  elocution. 

And  then  they  go  to  dinrch  and  hear  him  yell, 
Not  thinking  that  through  him  theyll  go  to  HelL 

Something  very  grievous  and  abiding,  doubtless  (if  true),  as  the 
result  of  quiet  years  in  a  quiet  country  parish.  Let  it  be  trusted 
that  the  declaration  was  as  inaccurate  as  it  was  presimiptuous.  And 
let  it  be  hoped  that  the  inconspicuous  upshot  of  the  life  of  each 
reader  of  this  page  may  be  to  mi^e  any  who  may  remember  such  at 
all,  somewhat  truer,  kinder,  and  more  sympathetic. 

A.  K.  H.  B. 
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Mr.  Gladstone  as  a  Man  op  Letters. 

OUR  title  expresses  the  exact  purport  of  our  paper.  We  wish  to 
view  Mr.  Grladstone  simply  as  a  man  of  letters — a  character 
which  he  may  be  said  formally  to  have  assumed  by  the  republication 
in  seven  handy  volumes  of  his  contributions  to  periodical  literature.* 
Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  these  volumes,  no 
one  can  doubt  that  such  a  collection  not  only  belongs  to  contemporary 
literature,  but  that  it  forms  a  remarkable  and  significant  addition 
to  it.  It  has  l^een  always,  at  least,  a  part  of  Mr.  G^ladstone's 
ambition  to  take  a  place  among  the  literary  men  of  his  time,  and  to 
guide  the  thoughts  of  his  countrymen  to  worthy  intellectual  as  well 
as  practical  results. 

We  feel  all  the  same  how  diflScult  it  is  to  preserve  the  mere 
literary  view  of  Mr.  Grladstone.  As  a  writer  even  he  is  always  more 
than  the  man  of  letters ;  he  is  moved  by  more  than  the  mere 
literary  instinct.  In  point  of  &ct,  there  is  only  one  of  the  seven 
volumes — the  second  of  the  series — to  which  he  himself  has  ven- 
tured to  give  the  title  '  Personal  and  Literary.'  The  other  volumes, 
Uke  the  first  and  fourth,  are  mainly  political,  or  deal  with  subjects 
of  constitutional  or  political  interest;  the  third  again  treats  of 
^Historical  and  Speculative'  questions;  while  two  are  entitled  *Eccl^ 
siastical,'  and  deal  exclusively  with  Church  questions.  The  eccledas- 
ticcd  element,  more  than  any  other,  pervades  all  the  seven  volumes  ; 
and  upon  the  whole  there  is  nothing  less  allied  to  literature,  or 
which  less  admits  of  pure  literary  treatment,  than  ecclesiastical  topics* 
I  The  Church  has  often  protected  and  fostered  literature — sometimes 
;  she  has  notably  done  the  reverse ;  but  whether  she  has  been 
I  friendly  or  adverse  to  intellectual  progress,  the  spirit  of  the  Church 
is  always  something  more  and  something  less  than  a  genuine 
Uterary  inspiration.  The  two  may  have  often  gone  hand  in  hand, 
bat  the  genius  of  the  one  is  radically  different  from  the  genius  of  the 
other.  The  one  contemplates  objects  with  which  the  other  has  nothing 
to  do,  and  moves  in  an  atmosphere  of  faith  and  service  which  may 
attract  and  influence  the  other,  but  which  can  never  inspire  it. 
The  literary  spirit  springs  from  its  own  fountain-head,  in  a  different 
side  of  human  nature  altogether  than  that  which  the  Church 
addresses. 

The  predominance  of  the  religious  and  ecclesiastical  element, 
therefore,  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  Essays,  constitutes  a  diflSculty.  It  is 
impossible  to  ignore  this  element,  for  if  we  did  so,  we  should  ignore  the 


'  Olea/nings  of  Pott  Yea/rty  1843-79.  By  the  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone. 
London :  John  Mnrray,  1879.  • 
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greater  part  of  these  volumes.  We  should  not  have  their  author 
before  us  save  in  a  very  imperfect  shape.  In  fact,  we  should  not 
have  him  before  us  at  all.  For  the  subjects  which  are  furthest  away 
from  religion  in  these  volumes  are  yet  impregnated  by  religious  con- 
ceptions, and  run  back  by  many  roots  to  the  ecclesiastico-religious 
soil  which  lies  so  thick  and  deep  in  Mr.  Grladstone's  mind.  In 
contemporary  literature  he  is  much  more  than  a  theological  or 
political  writer,  otherwise  we  should  not  have  set  ourselves  our 
present  task ;  but  it  may  be  doubted,  even  when  he  ranges  farthest 
afield,  whether  he  does  not  drag  behind  him  the  ecclesiastical  chain 
which  was  bound  around  all  his  intellectual  impulses,  in  those  years 
when  he  believed  he  was  helping  the  public  mind  by  such  dis- 
cussions as  constitute  ^  The  State  in  its  relation  with  the  Church ' 
(1838-9). 

The  subjects  discussed  in  these  volmnes  adnut  of  very  imperfect 
classification,  as  any  one  may  see  from  comparing,  in  the  table  of 
contents  prefixed  to  the  last  volume,  the  titles  with  tiie  list  of  subjects 
below.  It  could  serve  no  usefrd  purpose  to  endeavour  any  estimate 
of  these  contents  in  detail.  We  wish  to  estimate  the  writer  rather 
than  any  of  his  special  productions,  and  we  will  best  accomplish  oiu* 
purpose  by  looking  in  succession ,  at  what  appear  to  be  the  broad 
qualities  impressed  upon  his  writings  generally.  We  shall  try  to 
seize  these  qualities  in  the  first  instance,  at  least,  in  their  pure 
intellectual  form. 

Perhaps  the  first,  and  in  some  respects  the  highest  intellectual 
quality  which  marks  these  essays,  is  their  varied  energy  of  thought. 
There  is  no  sign  of  weariness,  of  languor,  or  even  repose  in  them, 
but  everywhere  the  throb  of  a  fresh,  powerful,  and  unsated  intellectual 
impulse.  A  genuine  life  of  thought  moves  in  them  all.  It  is 
impossible  for  any  serious  reader  not  to  be  touched  by  their  depth  and 
force  of  sentiment,  and  the  frequent  vigour  and  eloquence,  if  also 
the  occasional  clumsiness  and  complexity,  of  their  language.  Mr. 
Gladstone  writes  always  as  from  a  frill  mind,  in  this  respect  alone 
taking  at  once  a  higher  position  than  that  of  many  contemporary 
writers.  It  is  no  conventional  or  professional  impulse  that  animates 
his  pen ;  he  has  always  something  to  say,  and  which  he  is  eager  to 
say ;  he  is  so  moved  by  his  thought,  whatever  it  is,  that  he  brings  all 
the  forces  of  his  mind  to  bear  upon  it.  He  never  dallies,  seldom 
pauses  over  a  subject,  still  less  does  he,  after  a  prevalent  modem 
fashion,  touch  it  all  round  with  satiric  and  half-real  allusion,  as  if  it 
were  rather  a  bore  to  touch  it  at  all,  and  not  of  much  consequence 
what  conclusion  the  writer  or  the  reader  came  to  after  all.  There  is 
not  a  trace  of  persiflage  in  any  of  the  essays.  There  is,  in  feet,  far 
too  little  play  of  mind — ^too  much  of  the  Scotch  quality  of  weight. 
It  is  well  to  be  earnest.  In  this  respect  it  is  nothing  less  than  a 
relief  to  turn  from  the  silly  and  inconsecutive  sentence-making  of 
much  of  our  present  writing  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  moving  and  powerful 
pages.    But  they  are  frequently  fatiguing  from  the  very  weight  and 
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hnriy  of  their  energy.  And  if  sentence-making  in  itself  be  but  a 
poor  business  with  which  no  man  will  occupy  himself  who  has  much 
to  say,  it  is  yet,  so  far,  an  indispensable  element  in  all  literature.  And 
Mr.  Gladstone,  as  we  may  have  occasion  to  point  out  before  we  close, 
too  often  neglects  it.  He  lacks  the  special  instinct  of  style,  or  the 
repressive  art  which  restricts  the  outflow  of  energy  in  all  the  highest 
writers,  as  indeed  in  every  creation  of  genius — ^withdrawing  the  glowing 
conception  within  the  *  mould  of  form.*  But  of  this  again.  In  the 
meantime  it  is  not  the  negative  but  the  positive  aspect  of  his 
writings  that  we  are  noticing. 

The  quality  of  energy  characteristio  of  Mr.  Grladstone's  essays  is 
impressed  on  them  from  the  first.  It  is  perhaps  their  chief  literary 
quaUtyto  the  last — and  the  volumes  before  us  cover  a  period  of  not 
less  than  thirty-five  years.  It  would  have  been  better  in  some 
respects  if  the  author  had  contented  himself  with  a  chronological 
arrangement.  But  there  are  few  writers  who  less  stand  in  need  of 
being  estimated  chronologically*  In  expounding  ^The  Evangelical 
Movement  *  in  1789,  he  is  very  much  the  same  expositor  as  when  he 
dealt  at  length  with  the  *  Present  Aspect  of  the  Church '  in  1843.  If 
in  the  former  paper  his  attitude  is  different,  which  it  could  hardly 
help  being,  considering  the  different  medium  he  has  found  for  his 
views,'  he  yet  speaks  in  both  from  the  same  background  of  sub- 
stantial conviction.  His  views  are  as  fully  formed  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other.  Nothing  is  more  remarkable,  in  fact,  in  these  essays  than 
the  immovable  background  of  opinion  which  everywhere  crops 
through  them.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  vacillations  of 
Mr.  Crladstone^s  political  career,  there  has  been  but  little  change  in 
his  more  inward  and  higher  thoughts.  We  do  not  know  any  other 
writer  of  the  day  who  has  remained  more  stedfast  through  a  genera- 
tion and  a  half  to  the  same  central  principles. 

Nor  is  it  merely  that  there  is  little  change  or  growth  in  his  cen- 
tral thought ;  there  is  but  Uttle  change  in  his  manner  as  a  writer. 
He  writes  with  the  same  rhetorical  fidness  in  the  end  as  in  the  begin- 
ning— ^with  the  same  energy  and  glow,  and  excessive,  at  times  inele- 
gant movement.  If  there  is  any  difference  in  this  respect,  it  is  certainly 
not  in  favour  of  the  papers  of  his  more  mature  years.  For  with  the 
same  force  and  intensity  of  thought  these  papers  are  upon  the  whole 
less  duly  proportioned,  less  harmonised.  More  literary  care,  ap- 
parently, has  been  taken  in  the  preparation  of  the  remarkable  series 
which  fill  the  fruitful  decade  following  1843  than  in  some  of  his 
recent  productions.  We  would  notice  for.  their  literary  charac- 
teristics, the  articles  on  'Blanco  White' in  1845,  and  on  *Leopardi' 
in  1850 ;  and  we  must  add  to  these,  although  of  later  origin,  the  arti- 
cles on  'Tennyson'  and  'Macaulay.'    If  anyone  wishes  to  see  Mr. 


*  The  paper  on  <  The  Evangelical  Movement :  its  parentage,  progress,  and  issue, 
is  reprinted  from  the  BriUMh  QuaHerly  Reviewy  July  1879;  tiiat  on  the  'Present 
Aspect  of  the  Church,'  is  from  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Quarterly  Review,  October 
1843. 
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Gladstone  at  his  best  as  a  man  of  letters,  let  him  read  these  articles, 
especially  the  two  last-mentioned.  They  are  intense  and  powerful, 
radiant  with  all  his  peculiar  energy  of  conception  ;  but  they  are  also 
stamped  by  a  special  impress  of  literary  form.  The  vivid  and  impetuous 
march  of  (thought  is  held  within  bounds.  The  writer  is  less  swept  along 
by  the  force  of  his  ideas ;  the  rein  is  laid  upon  them/and  they  beat  stqp 
to  a  more  harmonious  pace. 

It  would  be  difficult  perhaps  to  select  any  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Essays  more  finished  in  its  rhetorical  fulness,  and  more  felicitously 
composed  after  his  manner,  than  the  essay  of  1843,  on  the  position 
and  prospects  of  the  Church  of  England.  His  pecidiar  genius  is  here 
seen  in  foil  swing,  and  yet  controlled  t^oughout  by  a  strong  sense  of 
form.  The  secret  no  doubt  is,  that  he  then  wrote  not  only  from  a 
copious  and  inspired  intelligence  on  a  theme  which  stirred  his  whole 
heart ;  but  also  with  comparative  freedom,  under  no  other  impulse 
than  a  faith  jubilant  in  its  strength,  and  in  the  fresh  light  of  the 
new  morning  which  seemed  rising  on  the  Church  of  Engluid.  This 
is  how  he  speaks  of  the  revival  of  Catholic  principles.  The  passage 
has  the  involved  and  long-drawn  note  of  much  of  his  later  writing 
at  its  best ;  but  it  has  also  a  sweetness  and  harmony,  a  gracefal 
swell  of  tone,  which  this  ofben  lacks. 

'  And  strange  indeed  it  would  have  been — at  least  in  the  view  of  those 
who  regard  the  Church  visible  and  Catholic  as  the  everlasting  Spouse  of 
Christ,  dowered  with  the  gifto  which  He  purchased  by  BSs  blood  and  tears — 
most  strange  to  them  it  would  have  been  if  in  a  great  religious  revival  that 
Spouse  had  not  found  herself  a  voice  for  the  assertion  of  her  prerogativee. 
It  is  not  indeed  for  her  to  do  battle  with  her  foes  like  earthly  potentates,  for 
the  sake  of  acquisition  or  possession,  of  admiration  or  renown ;  but  her 
prerogatives  are  also  her  duties,  and  by  them  alone  can  she  discharge  any 
of  the  high  trusts  committed  to  her  by  her  Lord.  And  so  in  an  order  which 
seems  to  us  to  bear  every  mark  of  the  hand  of  Almighty  wisdom,  after  tiiat 
the  embers  of  faith  and  love  have  been  extensively  relondled  in  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  individual  breasts  thoughout  the  land,  there  came  next  a 
powerful,  a  resistless  impulse  to  combine  and  hannonise  the  elements  thus 
called  into  activity,  to  dielter  them  beneath  a  mother^s  wings,  that  there 
they  might  grow  into  the  maturity  of  their  strength,  and  issue  forth  pre- 
paid for  the  work  which  might  be  ordained  for  them  to  perform.  This  was 
to  be  done  by  making  men  sensible  that  Crod's  dispensation  of  love  was  not 
a  dispensation  to  communicate  His  gifts  by  ten  thousand  separate  nKanTiAlft, 
nor  to  establish  with  ten  thousand  elected  souls  as  many  distinct,  independent 
relations.  Nor  again  was  it  to  leave  them  unaided  to  devise  and  set  in 
motion  for  themselves  a  machinery  for  making  sympathy  available  and  co- 
operation practicable  among  the  children  of  a  common  Father.  But  it  was 
to  call  them  all  into  one  spadous  fold,  under  one  tender  Shepherd ;  to  place 
them  all  upon  one  level ;  to  feed  them  all  with  one  food ;  to  surround  them 
all  with  one  defence ;  to  impart  to  them  all  the  deepest,  the  moot  inward  and 
vital  sentiment  of  community  and  brotherhood  and  identity,  as  in  their  fiJi 
80  in  their  recovery,  as  in  their  perils  so  in  their  hopes,  as  in  tfaeir  iptm  so 
in  their  graces,  and  in  the  means  and  channels  for  receiving  them.' 

Two  brief  passages  from  the  same  essay  especially  rivet  them- 
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:9elve8  upon  the  mind  by  their  vivid  energy  and  compact  swiftness 
— their  streng^,  great  as  it  is,  being  well  contained  within  a 
highly-finished,  if  hardly  graceful,  vehicle  of  expression.  We  have 
the  more  pleasure  in  quoting  them  as  they  show  definitely  that  how- 
ever high  may  be  Mr.  Gladstone's  conception  of  the  position  and 
prerogatives  of  the  Church,  he  is  as  far  as  possible  from  any  vulgar  in- 
•clination  to  Bomanism.  His  sentiments  on  this,  as  on  cognate  sub- 
jects, are  presumably  quite  unaltered  since  1843* 

Is  our  national  history,  bound  up  in  great  part  with  the  grand  protest 
4aid  struggle  that  originated  in  their  (the  reformers')  time,  and  resting  upon 
it  for  much  of  its  meaning  and  character,  to  be  disowned  and  dishonoured 
by  our  return  to  crouch  at  the  feet  of  the  Eoman  bishop,  to  admit  his  im- 
positions, and  to  implore  Ins  pardon  for  our  long  denial  of  his  sovereign 
Authority  1  *  Never,  never,  never,'  said  Lord  Chatham  would  he,  if  he  had 
been  an  American,  have  laid  down  his  arms  under  oppression.  '  Never, 
never,  never ' — ^wonld  that  we  could  add  emphasis  to  his  words — ^will  this 
peq>Ie  so  forego  its  duties  and  its  rights  as  to  receive  back  again  into  its 
bosom  those  deeply  engrained  misohiefii  and  corruptions  whidi  Some  and 
her  rulers  still  seem  so  fondly — God  grant  it  may  not  be  inseparably — to 
cherish.  .  .  .  We  firmly  believe  that  in  the  day  when  the  secrets  of  all 
hearts  are  revealed,  it  will  appear  that  many  and  many  an  one  has  in  these 
last  years  deeply  pondered  the  subject  of  the  bold  clwms  of  Rome  on  our 
•all^iance  as  Chnstians.  ...  In  the  chamber  of  many  a  heart  has  that 
matter  been  sifted  and  revolved  ;  on  the  one  hand,  with  vaiying  force  have 
marshalled  themselves  such  inducements  as  have  been  described.  Upon 
the  other  side  men  have  reflected  that  the  question  is  not  of  appearances, 
but  of  realities ;  not  of  delights,  but  of  duties ;  not  of  private  option,  but  of 
divine  authority.  And  that  solemn  and  imposing  imagery  which  wins 
49ouk  to  Borne  has,  in  the  English  mind,  as  we  judge,  been  outshone  by  the 
splendours  and  overawed  by  the  terrors  of  the  Day  of  Judgment ;  of  the 
strong  sense  of  personal  responsibility  connected  with  that  last  account, 
and  of  the  paramount  obligation  which  it  involves,  conjuring  us  by  the 
love  of  the  Kedeemer,  no  less  than  commanding  us  by  the  wrath  of  the 
Judge,  to  Mrj  and  examine  well  the  substances  lying  under  those  shows 
that  surround  our  path,  and  to  suspend  upon  His  changeless  laws  alone  the 
issues  of  life  and  death. 

Next  to  the  energy  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  writing  in  an  ascending 
scale  may  be  mentioned  its  constant  elevation  and  frequent  ideality 
•of  sentiment.  On  the  descending  scale  his  energy  is  apt  to  pass  into 
«heer  intensity  and  rhetoric.  The  *  Never,  never,  never '  which  he 
borrows  from  Lord  Chatham,  and  would  even  emphasise  in  its  repe- 
tition, is  the  note  of  a  manner  which  rises  naturally  to  vehemence, 
and  the  strong  rush  of  words  sometimes  pass  off  into  shrillness.  He 
can  realise  for  the  time  little  or  nothing  but  the  idea  which  moves  him, 
and  it  expands  and  glows  till,  like  an  illuminated  cloud,  it  fills  the 
whole  heaven  of  his  thought  and  casts  on  his  page  an  intense  shadow 
*  dark  with  excessive  bright.'  But  his  manner  of  thought,  if  rhe- 
torical and  vehement,  is  alwayj»  elevated.  It  never  sinks  to  frivolity, 
seldom  to  commonplace ;  it  ranges  at  a  hi^  leveL    ^  Whatsoever  in 
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religion  is  holy  and  sablime,  in  virtue  amiable  or  grave,  whatsoever 
hath  passion  or  admiration  in  all  the  changes  of  that  wUch  is  called 
fortune  from  without  or  the  wily  subtleties  and  reflexes  of  men's 
thoughts  from  within,'' — such  things  are  the  main  haunt  of  our 
author's  literary  spirit,  and  his  pen  aspires  to  describe  them  with  <  a 
solid  and  treatable  smoothness.'  Even  Milton  had  no  higher  conception 
of  the  business  of  literature  than  he  has,  and  his  example  so  fiur,  no 
less  than  in  the  thoroughness  and  energy  of  his  work,  is  of  special 
value.  For  that  we  are  ^  moving  downwards '  in  this  respect,  if  not 
in  others,  can  hardly  be  doubted.  Lightness  of  touch,  if  it  be  also 
skilful  and  delicate,  is  a  distinct  merit.  It  saves  trouble.  It  attracts 
casual  readers  who  might  otherwise  not  read  at  alL  It  soon  passes 
indeed  into  a  trick,  and  becomes  the  feeble  if  pointed  weapon  of 
every  newspaper  critic.  But  when  to  lightness  of  touch  is  added 
lightness  of  subject  and  frequent  emptiness  of  all  higher  thought, 
the  descent  becomes  marked  indeed ;  and  literature,  bofm  being  the 
lofty  pursuit  imaged  by  the  great  Puritan,  becomes  a  mere  pastime 
in  no  degree  higher  than  many  others. 

Mr.  G-ladstone  never  descends  to  the  flippant  £Gu;iIity  to  which 
the  mere  passions  and  gossip  of  the  hour  are  an  adequate  theme.^ 
He  not  only  deals  in  all  his  Essays  with  worthy  subjects,  but  he 
always  deals  with  them  in  a  worthy  manner,  so  &r  at  least  as  his 
tastes  and  sympathies  are  concerned.  If  by  no  means  always  true  <Nr 
just  in  his  judgments,  it  is  yet  always  what  is  noble  in  charaot^,. 
and  pure  and  lofty  in  sentiment,  and  digni£ed  in  feeling  that  engages 
his  admiration.  His  pen  fastens  naturally  on  the  higher  attributes 
of  mind  and  action  in  any  figure  that  he  draws ;  and  this  too,  as  in 
the  sketches  of  Lord  Macaulay,  the  Prince  Consort,  and  Dr.  Norman 
Macleod,  where  it  is  plain  he  has  only  an  imperfect  sympathy  with 
the  type  of  character  as  it  comes  from  his  pen.  On  this  very  account 
these  portraits  are  the  more  interesting,  and  test  more  directly  the 
genuineness  of  his  high  capacity  of  appreciation. 

In  such  a  sketch  as  that  of  Bishop  Patteson  it  is  comparatively 
easy  for  him  to  maintain  a  high  level  of  applausive  criticism.  It  is  his 
own  Anglican  ideal  of  virtue  that  is  everywhere  reflected  backupon  him. 
Bishop  Patteson  is  the  hero  at  once  of  Oxford  culture,  of  Catholic 
orthodoxy,  and  of  self-sacrificing  missionary  enthusiasm.  It  seems 
to  Mr.  Gladstone  and  many  others  of  his  school  a  never-failing 
marvel  that  such  heroism  fdiould  have  been  in  our  time,  and  that 
such  a  man  should  have  gone  fprth  from  his  native  country,  where 
he  might  have  spent  his  days  in  scholarly  and  parochial  peace,  ta 
the  wilds  of  Melanesia  to  labour  among  savages,  and  ultimately  to 
fall  a  victim  to  their  mistaken  vengeance.  The  picture  of  self- 
sacrifice  is  beautiful  and  heroic,  but  it  is  hardly  more  so  because 
Patteson  was  bom  a  gentleman  and  reared  at  Oxford,  and  left  behind 
him  an  affectionate  and  admiring  home-circle.    Such  a  career  must 
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^ways  inyolve  sacrifice  of  this  kind  more  or  less.  Mr.  Gladstone's 
admiration,  if  slightly  excessive  here,  is  entirely  natural.  The  very 
prejudices  of  Patteson,  as  in  the  matter  of  Colenso  (one  never  hears 
somehow  of  the  sacrifices  of  this  outcast  bishop,  and  yet  they  must 
often  surely  have  been  very  real  and  bitter)  and  the  ^Essays  and 
Eeviews,'  are  congenial  to  the  writer.  They  meet  at  once  a  response 
in  the  same  soil  of  culture  from  which  they  have  sprung.  In  such  a 
<»se  there  is  no  strain  put  upon  the  critic's  sympathies.  But  in  the 
article  on  Macaulay  and  in  others  the  same  genuine  love  of  true 
^preatness  comes  forth  no  less  warmly  and  genially,  notwithstanding 
many  differences  of  taste  and  opinion. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  anywhere  a  more  exhaustive  analysis 
of  Macaulay's  personal,  intellectual,  and  literary  character  than  in  the 
essay  in  the  second  of  these  volumes.  The  marvellous  range  of 
Macaulay's  powers,  ^  his  famous  memory,  his  rare  power  of  illustration, 
his  command  of  language,  united  to  a  real  and  strong  individuality,' 
are  all  exhibited  wi^  copious  and  felicitous  analysis.  His  combina- 
tion of  intellectual  splendour  with  ethical  simplicity,  and  the  charm 
of  true  and  unsophisticated  taste  is  particularly  emphasised.  '  Be- 
hind the  mask  of  splendour,'  says  our  essayist,  '  lay  a  singular  sim- 
plicity ;  behind  a  literary  severity  which  sometimes  approached  to 
vengeance  an  extreme  tenderness ;  behind  a  rigid  repudiation  of  the 
sentimental  a  sensibility  at  all  times  quick,  and  in  the  latest  times  almost 
threatening  to  sap,  though  never  sapping,  his  manhood.  He  who  as  a 
speaker  and  writer  seemed,  above  all  others,  to  represent  the  age  and 
ihe  world,  had  the  real  centre  of  his  being  in  the  simplest  domestic 
tastes  and  joys.'  ^  Was  he  envious  ?'  he  asks,  and  the  passage  deserves 
quotation  at  once  as  an  appreciation  of  Macaulay  and  an  illustration 
of  Gladstone : 

Was  he  envious  ?  Never,  Was  he  servile  %  No.  Was  he  insolent  % 
No.  Was  he  prodigal )  No.  Was  he  avaricious  1  No.  Was  he  selfish  % 
No.  Was  he  idle?  The  question  is  ridiculous.  Was  he  false?  No; 
bat  true  as  steel  and  transparent  as  crystal  Was  he  vain  %  We  hold  that 
he  was  not.  At  every  point  in  the  ugly  list,  he  stands  the  trial ;  and 
though  in  his  history  he  judges  ndldly  some  sins  of  appetite  or  passion, 
there  is  no  sign  in  his  life  or  his  remembered  character  that  he  was  com- 
poxmding  for  what  he  was  inclined  to. 

There  is  no  attempt  to  depreciate  the  level  of  Macaulay's  great- 
ness because  the  critic  feels  it  necessary  to  point  out  with  an  unspar- 
ing hand  his  deficiencies.  It  is  a  poor  criticism — of  which  the  Whig 
historian,  after  his  first  popularity,  had  more  than  enough — ^which 
tries  to  take  down  the  general  power  of  a  man  because  he  is  far  from 
perfect,  or  even  shows  many  imperfections.  There  is  nothing  of  this. 
The  characterisation  is  bold  and  manly,  and  generous  without  stint, 
but  at  the  same  time  discriminating  and  upon  the  whole  correct* 
Macaulay's  mind  is  described  as  strong  and  rich  and  varied  rather 
than  deep :  • 

He  belonged  to  that  class  of  minds  whose  views  of  single  objects  are 
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singularly  and  almost  pretematnrally  Ixunmons.  But  natnre  sows  hoc 
bounty  wide ;  and  those  who  possess  this  precious  and  fascinatiTig  gift  as  to 
things  in  themselves,  are  very  commonly  deficient  in  discerning  and  measur- 
ing their  relations  to  one  another.  For  them  all  things  are  either  absolutely^ 
transparent,  or  else  unapproachable  from  dense  and  utter  darkness.  Henoe- 
amidst  a  blase  of  gloiy,  there  is  a  want  of  perspective,  of  balance,  and  o£~ 
breadth. 

This  may  be,  although  it  is  profundity  and  insight  rather  than 
breadth  in  which  Macaulay's  genius  is  lacldng.  But  after  all  excep- 
tions, his  genius  remains  a  great  £Eict ;  after  all  inaccuracies,  his  his- 
tory is  among  the  prodigies  of  literature.  His  writings  are  as  ^  light»^ 
that  have  shone  through  the  whole  universe  of  letters ;  they  have 
made  their  title  to  a  place  in  the  solid  firmament  of  &me.'  There  is 
no  aspect  of  his  character  as  a  man  or  a  writer  which  is  dwelt  upoik 
invidiously.  AH  is  amply  and  warmly  sketched.  The  only  point 
in  which  the  essayist  at  once  marks  his  own  leanings  and  pointa- 
a  prejudicial  inference  is  where  he  often  fidls.  He  shows  his  custo- 
mary tendency  to  judge  a  man's  religion  by  the  extent  of  his 
dogmatic  creed;  and  a  doubt  is  suggested  whether  the  great 
Whig  historian  ^had  completely  wrought  the  Christian  dogma^ 
with  all  its  lessons  and  all  its  consolations,  into  the  texture  of  his^ 
mind,  and  whether  he  had  opened  for  himfielf  the  springs  of  improve— 
ment  and  of  delight  which  so  many  have  found  and  will  ever  find 
in  it!' 

The  *  Anglican  position  *  of  our  essayist  is  marked  oflF  by  stiU 
more  distinct  lines  from  the  subject  of  the  essay  which  follows  that  on 
Macaulay — the  Eev.  Dr.  Norman  Macleod.  This  is  specially  acknow- 
ledged, while  much  in  Dr.  Macleod's  character,  it  is  allowed,  excites* 
an  entire  and  cordial  sympathy.  ^  Even  when  dififerences  aad  posi- 
tion intervene,  there  is  still  material  from  which  we  ought  to  draw^ 
some  valuable  lessons.'  This  note  of  narrowness  is  unhappily  charac- 
teristic. It  is  allied  to  all  that  is  least  worthy  and  least  true  in  these- 
voliunes.  It  is  a  blemish  in  itself;  it  is  specially  a  blemish  in  the 
literary  sphere  in  which  we  are  now  estimating  Mr.  Gladstone.  As^ 
if  such  dififerences  were  vital  on  any  broad  view  either  of  literature  or 
humanity ;  and  character  was  to  be  judged  by  the  special  Christian 
communion  to  which  a  man  belonged.  No  one  can  yield  to  soeh 
sectarianism  without  distinct  loss.  It  is  impossible  to  shut  out  the 
light  even  with  so  good  a  substitute  as  an  Anglican  eye-glass  without 
suiorering  in  many  respects  from  distortion  or  imperfection  of  vision. 

We  are  boxmd  to  say,  however,  that  after  the  opening  apologise 
for  taking  up  such  a  subject  at  all,  our  reviewer  does  full  justice  to 
Dr.  Macleod,  and  some  may  think  more  than  justice.  We  can  only 
find  room  for  the  following  comparison : 

He  (Dr.  Macleod)  stands  out,  we  think,  as  having  supplied,  after  Dr, 
Chalmers,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  names  in  the  history  of  Ftesby- 
terianism.  In  some  respects  much  after  Chalmers ;  in  others  probably  before 
him.    He  had  not,  so  &r  as  we  see,  the  philosophic  faoully  of  Chalmers^ 
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nor  his  intensity,  nor  his  goigeons  gift  of  eloquence,  nor  his  commMiding 
passion,  nor  his  absolute  simplicity,  nor  his  pax>foiind,  and,  to  otheos^  some- 
timet^  his  embarassing,  humility.  Chalmers,  whose  memory,  a%.  a  period 
more  than  forty  years  back,  is  still  fresh  in  the  mind  of  the  writer  of  these 
pages,  was  indeed  a  man  greatly  lifted  out  of  the  region  of  mere  fl^  and 
blood.  He  may  be  compared  with  those  figures  who,  in  Church  history  or 
legend,  are  represented  as  risai  into  the  air  under  the  influence  of  religious 
emotion.  Madeod,  on  the  other  hand,  had  more  shrewdness,  more  kaow- 
ledge  of  the  world,  and  £a.r  greater  elasticity  and  variety  of  mind.  Chalmers 
was  rather  a  man  of  one  idea,  at  least  of  one  idea  at  a  time ;  Macleod  re- 
ceptive on  all  hands  and  in  all  ways.  Chalmers  had  a  certain  clumsiness, 
as  of  physical,  so  of  mental  gift ;  Macleod  was  brisk,  ready,  mobile.  Both 
were  men  devoted  to  God ;  eminently  able,  earnest,  energetic ;  with  great 
gifte  of  oratory  and  large  organizing  power.  A  church  that  had  them  not 
may  well  envy  them  to  a  church  that  had  them. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  ideality,  no  less  than  the  elevation  of  senti- 
ment which  frequently  marks  Mr.  Griadstone's  '  Gleanings.'  He  is  not 
merely  attracted  by  what  is  noble  and  great  in  sentiment,  and  all  the 
&irer  traits  of  our  higher  nature,  but  there  is  an  elevated  and  poetic 
glow  at  times  in  such  criticisms  as  those  on  Leopardi  and  Tennyson 
which  carry  their  author  beyond  the  mere  critical  sphere,  and  show 
that  he  is  capable  of  being  touched  to  finer  issues.  As  a  student  of 
Homer,  and  Dante  he  is  familiar  with  the  loftiest  and  richest  poetic 
ideals ;  and  these  ideals  have  evidently  sunk  deep  into  his  mind.  They 
have  bred  in  him  a  kindred  enthusiasm,  and,  what  is  more,  an  enthu- 
siasm which  is  capable  of  being  fired  alike  by  the  heroism  of  Hellenio 
and  the  humilities  of  Christian  virtue.  He  is  entirely  free  from  the 
classical  furore  which  has  been  rampant  in  n^iany  quarters  of  late,  and 
whose  craze  is  a  return  to  mere  Pagan  ideals.  Unlike  Leopardi  and  the 
Pessimist  school,  which  may  be  said  to  date  from  him,  he  has  fed 
his  genius  *on  the  Mount  of  Sion'  not  less  than  'on  the  Mount  of  the 
Parthenon,'  *  by  the  brook  of  Cedron '  no  less  than  '  by  the  waters  of 
Ilissus.'  While  recognising  the  prophetic  element  in  Homer,  and 
enraptured  by  his  exquisite  creations — and  no  one  has  described 
them  with  a  more  vivid  and  brightly  tinctured  pencil — he  yet  bows 
before  the  higher  prophetic  genius  of  Isaiah,  and  sees  in  the  marvellous 
ideals  of  Christian  poets,  from  Dante  to  Tennyson,  a  more  perfect  bloom 
of  the  human  mind  and  character.  AchiUes  and  Ulysses,  Penelope 
and  Helen,  Hector  and  Diomed,  are  all  *  immortal  products.'    But — 

'the  Gospel  has  given  to  the  life  of  civilised  man  a  real  resurrection, 
and  its  second  birth  was  followed  by  its  second  youth.  Awakened  to 
a^Hiations  at  once  fresh  and  ancient,  the  mind  of  man  took  hold  of  the 
venerable  ideals  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  Greeks  as  a  precious  part  of  its 
inheritance,  and  gave  them  again  to  the  light,  appropriated  but  also  renewed. 
The  old  materials  came  forth,  but  not  alone ;  for  the  types  which  human 
genius  had  formerly  conceived  were  now  submitted  to  the  transfiguiing 
action  of  a  law  from  on  high.  Nature  herself  prompted  the  effort  to  bring 
the  old  patterns  of  wordly  exoeU^DM»  and  greatness — or  rather  the  copies 
cf  these  patterns,  still  legiUe,  thou^  depraved,  and  still  rich  with  living 
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suggestion — ^into  hannony  with  that  higher  Pattern  once  seen  by  the  eyes, 
and  handled  by  the  hands  of  men,  and  fidthfuUy  delineated  in  iiie  Go^iels 
for  the  profit  of  all  generations.' 

In  this  great  Example  Mr.  Crladstone  recognises  <  the  true  souroe 
of  that  new  and  noble  cycle '  of  character  which  has  been  preserved 
to  us  in  the  two  great  systems  of  romance — ^the  one  associated  with 
our  own  Arthur  in  England  and  the  other  with  Charlemagne  in 
France,  which  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  imaginative  store- 
house of  mediaeval  Europe.  The  connection  between  these  'twin 
systems,'  and  again  their  ^  consanguinity  to  the  primitive  Homeric 
types,'  are  very  happily  expounded  by  him.  Ingenuity  never  fails 
him  in  tracing  analogies  and  contrasts ;  but  there  is  nere  &r  more  than 
ingenuity.  There  is  a  genuine,  Uving,  and  richly  thoughtful  insight 
in  the  parallel  which  he  draws  between  the  typical  forms  of  the 
Carlovingian  Romance  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Romance  of  the 
Roxmd  Table  on  the  other.    The  latter — 

'  if  far  less  vivid  and  brilliant,  fiar  ruder  as  a  work  of  skill  and  art,  has 
more  of  the  innocence,  the  emotion,  the  transparency,  the  inconsistency,  of 
childhood.  Its  political  action  is  less  specificaUy  Christian  than  that  of 
the  rival  scheme ;  its  individual  portraits  more  so.  It  is  more  directly  and 
seriously  aimed  at  the  perfection  of  man.  It  is  more  free  from  gloss  and 
varnish;  it  tells  its  own  tale  with  moi*e  entire  simplicity.  The  aaoetic 
element  is  more  strongly,  and  at  the  same  time  more  quaintly,  developed. 
It  has  a  higher  conception  of  the  nature  of  woman ;  and,  like  the  Homeric 
poems,  it  appears  to  eschew  exhibiting  her  perfections  in  alliance  with 
warlike  force  and  exploits.  So  also  love,  while  largely  infused  into  the 
story,  is  more  subordinate  to  the  exhibition  of  other  qualities.  Again,  the 
Bomance  of  the  Round  Table  bears  witness  to  a  more  distinct  and  keener 
sense  of  sin ;  and  on  the  whole  a  deeper,  broader,  and  more  manly  view  of 
human  character,  life,  and  duty.  It  is  in  effect  more  like  what  the  Carlovingian 
cycle  might  have  be^,  had  Dante  moulded  it.' 

No  higher  subject,  according  to  our  author,  could  have  been 
selected  for  poetical  treatment, — and  in  Mr.  Tennyson's  hands  it  has 
assumed^  if  not  the  proportions,  yet  the  essential  dignity  of  a  great 
epic.  The  title  of  Idylls  is  condemned  as  inadequate  to  the 
*  breadth,  vigour,  and  majesty'  of  the  theme,  *as  well  as  to  the 
execution  of  the  voliune.'  But  nothing  can  be  finer  than  the  criticism 
which  follows  of  the  four  '  Books,'  as  the  critic  prefers  to  call  them. 
It  is  at  once  elaborate,  deUcate,  and  profound.  No  criticism  has  ever 
placed  Mr.  Tennyson  higher — none  could  well  do  so — ^but  high-pitched 
as  is  the  strain  iiiroughout,  it  rises  naturally  from  the  close  analysis 
to  which  the  poems  are  subjected,  and  the  felicitous  presentation  of 
their  tender  or  heroic  types  of  character.  The  spirit  of  a  true  poet, 
which  Mr.  Tennyson  has  ^own  from  the  first,  and  all  the  characteristics 
of  his  genius,  are  seen  here  in  ripened  forms — 

'the  delicate  insight  into  beauty,  the  refined  perception  of  harmony^ 
the  faculty  of  suggestion,  the  eye,  both  in  the  physical  and  moral  worlds 
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for  emotion,  lights  and  colour,  the  sympathetic  and  close  observation  di 
Datme,  the  dominance  of  the  constructive  £Eu;ulty,  and  that  rare  gift,  the 
thorough  mastery  and  loving  use  of  his  native  tongue.  ....  The  music 
and  the  just  and  pure  modulation  of  his  verse  carry  us  back  not  only  to 
the  fine  ear  of  SheUey,  but  to  Milton  and  to  Shakespeare  \  and  his  powers 
of  fancy  and  expression  have  produced  passages  which,  if  they  are  excelled 
by  that  one  transcendent  and  ethereal  poet  of  our  nation  whom  we  have 
last  named,  yet  hardly  could  have  been  produced  by  any  other  minstrel.' 

*  Finally,  the  chastity  and  moral  elevation '  of  the  Idylls,  their 
essential  and  profound,  though  not  didactic  Christianity,  are  such  as 
perhaps  cannot  be  matched  throughout  the  circle  of  English  literature 
in  conjunction  with  an  equal  power.* 

Here,  as  always,  our  Author's  religious  sentiments  come  out 
strongly,  and  it  is  necessary,  before  completing  our  notice,  to  advert 
more  particularly  to  this  marked  feature  of  his  wilting.  We  cannot 
otherwise  do  full  justice  to  its  character  or  the  genius  that  inspires 
it.  Of  aU  writers  of  our  day  none  is  more  distinguished  for 
the  constant  assertion  of  reUgious  principles  of  the  most  definite 
kind.  It  is  not  merely  that  his  pages  are  everywhere  imbued 
with  religious  feeling,  or  that  he  always  puts  forth  a  Ghjistian  standard 
of  judgment.  He  writes  not  merely  as  a  Christian,  but  as  an  Anglo- 
'Catholic ;  and  it  is  startling  to  the  lay  reader  to  find  himself  so 
frequently  in  contact  with  the  most  definite  types  of  theological  and 
ecclesiastical  opinion.  Mr.  Gladstone  challenges  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Trevelyan  that  his  uncle  had  a  strong  and  decided  taste  for  theological 
speculation.  He  can  see  no  evidence  in  Macaulays  writings  that  he 
blew  much  of  theology.  This  cannot  certainly  be  said  of  his  critic. 
The  most  abstruse  definitions  of  Christian  doctrine,  the  distinctions  of 
Augustinianism  and  Pelagianism,  of  Calvinism  and  Arminianism,  of 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  century  theology,  of  the  Anglican  and 
Presbyterian  codes,  of  the  Evangelical  and  the  Oxford  schools,  are  all 
at  his  fijigers'  ends.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  Church  has  not 
lost  in  him  a  great  scholastic,  whatever  the  State  may  have  gained 
or  lost  by  him.  His  mind,  indeed,  is  rich  beyond  any  mere  power  of 
scholastic  dialectics.  It  has  a  native  freshness  and  vigour  unspoiled 
by  the  schools.  Yet  they  have  everywhere  left  their  impress  upon 
him,  and  their  dogmatism  crops  out  in  the  most  unexpected  manner 
in  the  midst  of  biographic  analysis,  and  even  the  delightful  fluencies 
of  poetic  description. 

In  this  respect  more  than  any  other  Mr.  G-ladstone's  mind  seems 
to  have  made  little  or  no  advance,  or  if  the  word  adfoanc^  be  deemed 
inapplicable  firom  his  own  point  of  view,  seems  to  have  imdergone 
little  or  no  change.  During  a  period  of  the  most  profound  religious 
■disturbance,  when  so  many  have  not  only  lost  their  early  dogmatic 
^eed,  but  lost  all  Mth  whatever  in  a  spiritual  order  and  a  life  beyond 
the  present,  the  writer  of  these  essays  holds  fsist  not  only  to  religion, 
•l)ut  apparently  to  every  jot  and  tittle  of  Anglican  orthodoxy.  His 
mind  remains  embedded  in  the  great  forms  of  dogma  on  which  it  was 
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originally  based,  untouched  not  merely  by  the  destructive,  but  by 
the  historioal  spirit  of  his  age.  Christianity  is  with  him,  as  with  aU 
his  sdiool,  the  Christianity  of  the  creeds  of  the  fourth  or  later 
centuries.  It  is  bound  up  with  the  Nicene,  or  even  the  Athanasian 
dogma,  and  with  a  system  of  government,  discipline  and  worship 
descending  (as  he  supposes)  from  the  Apostolic  age  to  the  present 
time.  Nothing  can  be  more  emphatic  than  his  repeated  assertion 
that  Christianity  is  only  fully  vital  when  thus  conceived  as  a  whole,, 
both  dogmatically  and  ecclesiastically,  as  ^  a  tradition  firmly  anchored 
in  the  Bible,  and  interpreted  and  sustained  by  the  unvarying  voices  of 
believers  from  the  first  beginning  of  known  records.'^  Beligion  is- 
little  to  him  unless  ^  encased  in  the  well-knit  skeleton  of  a  dogmatic  and 
ecclesiastical  system.'  ^  Christianity,'  he  specially  says- 
is  the  region  of  the  Person  of  Christ ;  and  the  Creeds  only  tell  us  from 
whence  He  came,  and  how  He  came  and  went,  by  what  agent  we  are  to 
be  incorporated  with  Him,  and  what  is  the  manner  of  His  appointed 
agency  and  the  seal  of  its  accomplishment.  .  .  .  The  doctrinal  part  of  the 
Bevelation  haa  a  fall  and  coequal  share  with  the  moral  part.  The  Chris- 
tian system  neither  enforces  nor  permits  any  severance  of  the  two. 

Again — 

Ministerial  succession  is,  we  apprehend,  the  only  rational  foundation  of 
Church  power.  For  unless  Church  power  came  by  a  definite  intelligible 
charge  capable  of  delivery  from  man  to  man,  how  did  it  come  f  .  .  .  .  And 
if  the  mission  of  the  twelve,  so  solemnly  conveyed  by  oar  Lord,  and  so 
authentically  sealed  by  Him  with  the  promise  of  perpetuity,  is  to  be  struck 
out  of  the  scheme  of  His  Gospel,  His  Holy  Sacraments  will  not  long  survive 
(except  as  mere  shows)  that  muiistiyto  whose  hands  they  w^re  committed; 
and  the  loss  of  the  true  doctrine  concerning  them  will  naturally  in  ks  turn 
be  followed  by  a  general  corruption  and  destruction  of  true  Christian  belief 
oonceming  the  divine  grace  of  which  they  were  appointed  to  be  the  especial 
channels  and  depositories. 

The  meaning  of  these  grave  assertions  are  unmistakable ;  and  it 
is  certainly  one  of  the  most  astonishing  facts  of  our  time  that  a  mind 
so  restless  and  subtle,  so  energetic  and  penetrating,  and,  moreover,  so 
capable  of  moving  with  effect  in  the  purely  human  atmosphere  of 
literature,  should  have  retained  a  dogmatic  standpoint  so  little  able 
to  withstand  critical  analysis.  To  hold  the  dogmas  of  the  fourth  century 
as  if  they  were  delivered  from  heaven  '  a  divine  gift,'  and  the  ministry 
of  the  Church  of  England  as  if  it  were  the  perpetuity  of  the  apostolic 
office,  is  a  marvellous  exercise  of  faith  in  a  time  Uke  ours ;  but  it  is 
also  a  curious  indication  of  that  lack  of  genuine  historic  culture 
which,  with  all  his  other  great  endowments,  is  not  found  in  Mr. 
Gladstone.  The  modem  historical  spirit  is,  indeed,  a  growth  long 
subsequent  to  his  Oxford  career,  and  has  never  apparently  touched 
him,  a  fact  which  many  of  his  Homeric  speculations  conspicuously 


*  yhuteenth  Centwry^  October  1879,  « Olympian  System  rersns  Solar  Theory,* 
the  last  production  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  pen  in  the  periodical  press. 
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illustrate.  With  large  power  of  res^rcb,  and  of  accmnulating  in 
graphic  masses  historical  details,  he  has  no  hi^er  insight  inta 
historic  method,  or  the  real  genesis  and  growth  of  great  ideas  and 
institutionB.  This  is  a  definite  deficiency  betrayed  in  many  of  these 
essays,  and  without  regard  to  which  we  cannot  estimate  aright  his 
intdilectual,  Hor  perhaps  his  political  character.  More  than  any-- 
thing  else,  it  is  tiie  source  of  his  one-sided  religious  speculatiyeness 
— ^perhaps  also  of  his  one-sided,  and  sometimes  headlong  biases  in 
public  life.  More  than  anything  else,  it  explains  his  devotion  to- 
what  he  esteems  principles  rather  than  institutions. 

There  never  was  a  more  absurd  accusation  made  against  Mr.  Crlad-^^ 
stone  than  that  of  indifference  to  principle.  Through  all  these  produc*- 
tions  of  a  long  life  he  is  a  writer  of  singularly  stedfitst  principle.  From 
first  to  last  he  knows  in  what  he  believes,  and  is  assured  that  it  is  true 
and  right.  He  may  abandon  a  principle  once  firmly  held,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Irish  Church,  elaborately  explained  by  him  in  his 
chapter  of  autobiography  in  the  last  volume,  but  in  all  his  writings,, 
as,  no  doubt,  in  all  his  actions,  he  works  forward  fix>m  a  strong  and 
film  ground  of  conviction.  He  is  never  lacking  in  dogma,  whether 
it  be  right  or  wrong.  What  he  ladks  is  width  and  geniality 
of  historic  comprehension,  love  for  the  manifold  and  diverse  in  human 
life  and  human  institutioiM — ^heartiness  and  tenderness  of  appreciation, 
(as,  for  example,  in  his  judgment  of  Unitarianism),'^  for  that  with  which 
he  does  not  agree— the  grounds  of  which  he  does  not  find  in  his  own 
intellectual  or  moral  nature.  In  many  things  Scotch  he  is  in  this 
respect  thoroughly  English,  and  of  a  narrow  school.  The  inc^pacity^ 
of  judging  fairly  whait  we  do  not  like  is  unhappily  a  characteristic 
of  human  nature,  whether  Scotch  or  English,  or  any  other  nationality. 
But  it  will  hardly  be  denied  that  th^  is  a  type  of  Anglican  culture 
peculiarly  insensible  to  a  fair-minded  appreciation  of  characteristics 
differing  from  its  own.  And  although  Mr.  G-iadstone  rises  &r  above 
any  Plulistinism  of  this  kind,  there  is  yet  a  certain  harshness  in 
many  of  his  intellectual  and  religious  judgments  which  savours  of 
austerity.  The  crust  of  old  prejudice  clings  sometimes  to  his  feesh- 
est  utterances.  And  prejudice  of  any  kiid,  however  venerable,  is: 
always  a  limiting  power  in  the  sphere  of  literature.  It  may  pervade  a 
College  court ;  it  may  give  emphasis  and  sharpness  to  a  theological 
argument;  but  litenature  claims  ^an  ampler  ether,  a  diviner  air.^ 
And  Mr.  G-ladstone,  as  a  man  of  letters,  would  have  been  a  richer,  and 
certainly  a  more  commanding  and  original  g^us  if  he  had  risen  more 
above  its  confining  influence. 

In  dose  connection  with  this  narrowness  of  thought  is  his  tendency 
to  paradox.  He  sees  affinities  which  do  not  exist,  and  he  is  blind  to 
resemblances  which  more  open-minded  students  plainly  recognise.. 
He  twits  Macaulay  with  confounding  the  theology  of  the  Seventeenth 
Article  with  the  general  Calvinism  of  the  sixteenth  century — ^the 
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^portentous  code'  firamed  at  Lambeth  before  its  dose.  But 
Macaulay,  although  far  less  versed  in  technical  theology,  is  here 
nearer  the  mark  than  his  critic.  The  Seventeenth  Article  is  Calyia- 
istic  beyond  all  doubt.  It  is  more  happily  expressed,  indeed,  than 
the  plain-spoken  and  ugly  propositions  of  the  Lambeth  Articles; 
but  its  meaning  is  so  far  distinctly  the  same.  And  Macaulay  was 
too  much  of  an  historical  student— xmtinctured  by  any  dogmatic 
prejudices — ^not  to  know  that  the  theology  of  the  Church  of  England 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  like  that  of  all  the  Churches  of  the  Befor- 
mation,  was  what  is  commonly  called  Calvinistic.  The  same  great 
lines  of  thought,  transmitted  from  Augustine,  adopted  by  Luther, 
received  it  may  be  in  more  rigid  form  by  Calvin,  were  accepted 
as  of  divine  authority  in  the  Seformed  Church  of  England  no 
less  than  in  the  Protestant  Churches  on  the  Continent,  and  in 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  It  is  the  fashion,  we  know,  to  deny 
this,  and  to  represent  ^  Calvinism '  as  an  exceptional  product  of 
Geneva  and  Scotland.  It  is  needless  and  veiy  unhistorical  to  quaiiel 
about  a  name.  G-eneva  of  course  was  intimately  connected  with 
Scotland,  and  the  name  of  the  Genevan  divine  was  intimately  stamped 
upon  its  theology.  But  Macaulay  very  well  knew  that  it  is  not  the 
name  but  the  thing  which  is  important,  and  that  a  system  of  thought 
embracing  the  same  great  principles  as  to  the  Divine  Sovereignty  and 
the  operation  of  Divine  Grace,  is  the  same  whether  it  be  called 
Augustinian  or  Calvinian,  or  a  portentous  Lambeth  Code.  The 
^  Calvinistic  formulse '  of  Scotland,  like  its  judaical  Sabbatarianisni, 
may  be  '  simply  a  form  of  Protestant  tradition  founded  neither  on  the 
Word  of  God,  nor  on  the  general  consent  of  Christendom  *  but  if  so 
the  Augustinian  formulae  and  the  theology  of  the  Seventeenth  Article 
are  no  better.  Whether  well  or  ill-founded  is  no  matter  for  the 
present  purpose,  save  as  showing  how  Mr.  Gladstone's  School  theology 
has  blinded  him  to  those  deeper  affinities  of  thought  and  histoiy 
which  a  mind  like  Macaulay's,  with  less  depth  but  more  openness 
and  breadth,  readily  perceived. 

Again,  when  our  essayist  recognises  in  the  Evangelical  movement 
not  merely  a  precursor,  but  a  cause  of  Tractarianism,  he  is  misled  by 
the  same  imperfect  insight  into  the  meaning  of  the  phenomena 
before  him.  It  is  possibly  true  that  some  of  the  most  ardent  le&deis 
of  the  new  movement  came  from  evangelical  families,  and  had  tasted 
of  the  excitements  of  evangelical  teaching.  But  this  is  little  to  the 
point.  It  merely  shows,  as  pointed  out  elsewhere,'  *tbat  a 
religious  movement  naturally  recruits  itself  from  those  who  are 
interested  iii  religious  matters,  and  therefore  specially  susceptible  to 
any  fresh  spiritual  impulse.'  Such  minds  most  readily  catch  the  con- 
tagious force  of  a  new  excitement.  But  this  proves  nothing  of  causal 
relation  between  the  movements.     The  receding  tide  of  evangelical 


•  Vol.  ii.,  p.  360,  Dr.  Norman  Madeod. 

*  yineteetUh  Cwtiwry^  August  1879,  p.  287. 
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fervotir  was  caught  by  the  rising  tide  of  Anglo-Catholicism,  and 
activities  which  might  have  gone  in  the  one  direction  were  turned 
in  the  other.  But  the  two  tides  ran  from  wholly  different  sources, 
and  have  never  coalesced  save  in  this  accidental  manner.  Both  have 
their  source  in  deep-seated  principles  which  the  Church  of  England 
has  been  comprehensive  enough  from  the  first  to  enclose  within  her 
bosom.  The  Calvinism  which  Mr.  Gladstone  cannot  see  in  the 
Articles,  but  which  has  powerfully  moved  Anglican  Christianity  at 
more  than  one  period  of  its  history,  is  the  natural  congener  of  the 
one ;  the  Catholicism  so  dear  to  hUn,  and  no  less  an  inherited  and 
active  religious  power  in  England,  is  the  true  parent  of  the  other.. 
They  have  each  ^  their  standmg  points  in  the  formularies,  theology^ 
and  historical  traditions '  of  the  Church,  but  they  are  essentially  and 
radically  opposed  in  theory.  The  one  aims  to  protestantise,  the  other 
to  catholicise.  The  one  looks  upon  Home  as  the  ^  mother  of  abomi-^ 
nation  ; '  the  other  regards  her  is  a  true,  if  fallen,  parent.  The 
process  by  which  in  the  one  case  the  ancient  mother  becomes  once 
more  glorified,  and  the  Anglo-Catholic  passes  from  wistful  longing 
into  believing  and  hopeful  embrace,  is  clearly  intelligible  and  has 
been  often  exhibited  in  our  time.  It  is  not  necessary  on  this 
account  to  say  that  Tractarian  Catholicism  has  prepared  the  way  for 
Bome.  This  is  the  language  of  controversial  politics  and  not  of 
historical  induction.  But  to  say  that  the  Evangelical  scheme  must 
share  the  blame  of  any  transition  to  Bome  because  the  buddings  of  a 
religious  life  which  may  have  ended  there  were  ^  in  form  and  colour 
evangelical,'  is  the  obvious  language  of  paradox.  Every  system  must 
be  judged  by  its  own  natural  fruits,  and  not  by  the  accidents  which 
may  have  attended  it.  And  it  remains  beyond  doubt,  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Evangelical  theory  are  radically  at  variance  with  those  of 
the  Roman  system,  with  which,  on  the  contrary,  the  principles  of 
Anglo-CathoHcism  have  a  certain  afiBnity.  Bomanism  is  not  an 
illogical  development  of  the  one.  It  is  the  antithesis  of  the  other ; 
and  the  Evangelical  scheme,  although  it  may  have  nursed  for  a  time 
men  who  afterwards  became  Bomanists,  is  no  more  responsible  for 
such  a  result— even  at  second-hand — ^than  Mr.  Gladstone  himself, 
according  to  Mr.  Leck/s  comparison,  can  be  held  responsible  for  the 
excesses  of  our  present  foreign  policy,  because  his  accentuated 
Liberalism  may  have  produced  by  way  of  reaction  the  present  Tory 
Government.® 

But  we  must  draw  this  paper  to  a  close  with  a  special  glance  at 
Mr.  Gladstone's  literary  style.  Such  quotations  as  we  have  made 
give  upon  the  whole  a  fidr  idea  of  it.  It  is  powerful,  flexible,  and 
elaborately,  if  not  gracefully,  expressive.  It  has  all  the  vigour  and 
swell  of  the  substance  of  his  thought.  But  just  as  he  often  seems  to 
be  thinking  on  his  legs  and  casting  forth  in  ah  impetuous  cataract 
the  current  of  his  ideas,  so  does  his  style  move  with  ^uneasy,  and 
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swaying,  and  often  too  vehement  force — a  force  alwa^  Biore  or  leas 
rhetorical,  often  pictured  and  eloquent^  but  sometimes  singnlarlj 
clumpy  and  seldom  fiBusile  or  delicate.  Yet  he  surprises  the  read^ 
at  times  by  a  happy  figure  touched  lightly  and  beautifully,  as  when 
he  says  of  the  eonfidential  outpourings  of  Bishop  Patteson  in  his 
letters  to  his  sister  at  home,  that  they  were  <Uke  flvwors  caogkt  in 
their  freshness,  and  perfectly  preserved  in  colour  and  in  form.' 

We  confess  to  having  formed  a  higher  idea  than  we  had  of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  powers  as  a  mere  writer  by  an  attentive  perusal  of  these 
^  G-leaaings.'  The  first  impression  one  gets  of  his  style  is  disappoint- 
ing. It  looks  fELtiguing.  It  does  not  invite^  nor  does  it  readily  lead, 
the  veader  along  even  when  he  has  yielded  to  the  impulse  and  fett 
the  &scination  of  a  strong  mind.  But  at  last  it  lays  hold  of  the 
attention.  We  are  caught  in  its  sweep  and  made  to  feel  that  we 
are  in  the  hs2ids  of  a  master  who  knows  his  subject  and  will  not  let 
,  us  go  till  he  has  brought  us  to  sonie  share  of  his  own  knowledge^  We 
may  feel  not  unfrequently  that  he  is  iiar  more  subtle  than  trae,  mm 
ingenious  in  theory  than  penetraiting  in  insight,  more  intent  on.  mak- 
ing out  a  case  than  in  going  to  tiie  root  of  a  difficulty;  that  he  is 
conventioayal  rather  than  critical,  and  traditional  where  he  ought  to 
be  historical ;  still,  there  is  tiiie  glow  of  an  intense  genius  eveiywhere, 
and  the  iq^dendonr  of  a  rhetoric  which  often  rises  into  passion  and  never 
degenerates  into  meanness.  Cltunsy  his  style  certainly  can  be  at  times 
in  an  extraordinary  degree^  as  in  such  a  sentence  as  the  following, 
speaking  of  the  Evangslioal  clergy  and  the  estimate  to  be  formed 
of  their  activity  and  moral  influence :  ^  The  vessels  of  zeal  and 
fervour,  taken  man  by  man,  &r  outweighed  the  heroes  of  the  ball- 
room and  the  hunting«^ld,  or  the  most  half-convicted  minds  and 
perfunctory  performers  of  a  measure  of  stipulated  duty,  who  supplied 
so  considerable  a  number  of  the  clerical  host.' 

But  even  if  such  sentences  were  more  common,  tiiey  are  but 
blemishes  in  an  intellectual  feast ;  and  if  we  are  to  estimate  writing 
not  merely  by  the  momentary  pleasure  it  gives,  but  by  the  elevation 
and  moral,  as  well  as  mental,  stimulus  it  imparts,  we  must  attach  a 
high  value  to  many  of  Mr.  G-ladstone's  Essays.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  say  how  far  they  may  survive  as  monuments  of  his  literary  grains. 
They  are  more  likdy  to  do  so,  we  believe,  than  his  Homeric  specula- 
tions, labours  of  love  and  special  knowledge  as  these  are.  But  what- 
ever may  be  their  &te,  they  are  remarkable  and  marveUously  inte- 
resting as  products  of  literary  devotion  and  ambition  in  a  ndnd  of 
intense  activity,  amidst  the  pauses  of  a  great  puUio  care». 
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How  WE  GOT  AWAY  PROM  NaPLES  : 

A  StOBT  of  the  TIMB  of  KinQ  BOMBik. 

APBETTY  little  lodge,  two  miles  from  an  English  cathedral  town. 
A  neat  pair  of  iron  gates,  through  which  yon  see  the  carriage- 
-drive,  bordered  by  a  blaze  of  roses.  The  lodge  itself  covered  with 
Jessamine  and  tropseolmn,  which  seem  to  wind  all  ronnd  the  tiny 
dwelling.  Within  the  gates,  the  drive  turns  abruptly  towards  the 
house,  a  white  little  villa,  redeemed  from  the  charge  of  being 
commonplace  only  by  the  profusion  of  flowers  that  border  the  terrace 
in  front  of  it,  climb  its  walls,  overarch  its  entrance,  and  lean 
laug^iingly  oat  of  its  windows.  The  turnpike  road,  after  passing  the 
lodge,  plunges  into  a  deep  cutting,  the  top  of  which  is  crowned  by 
the-  garden  wall,  so  that  the  noise  and  dust  of  carts  and  carriages 
^and  market  people  pass  by  out  of  sight  and  almost  out  of  hearing. 
But  on  the  other  side  the  view  lies  open  over  a  wide  expanse  of  fertile 
meadows,  sloping  down  to  the  river,  with  correspondii^  meadows  on 
the  opposite  bank,  beyond  ^ich  rises,  tier  above  tier,  a  range  of 
purple  hiUs.  Such  was  the  spot  at  which  I  arrived  on  a  hot  summer 
afternoon  more  than  twenty  years  ago. 

I  have  sketched  Valleyfield,  not  because  it  has  much  to  do  with 
my  story,  but  because  it  always  struck  me  as  one  of  the  most  peaceful 
comers  of  the  earth.  Its  tranquillity  seemed  to  me  even  more 
striking,  now  that  a  great  trouble  had  come  upon  its  owner. 

It  was  the  home  of  Mr.  Egerton,  a  modem  hermit,  a  rare  bird 
upon  earth,  a  quiet  man  in  the  nineteenth  century.  There  he  lived 
^one  with  his  flowers  and  his  books,  a  good  botanist,  a  good  scholar, 
and  a  contented  man.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  considered  himself  a 
philosopher,  but  at  any  rate  he  lived  like  one.  He  seemed  to  have 
realised  in  practice  that  absurd  assertion  of  the  ancient  sage,  that 
happiness  consists  not  in  the  gratification  of  desires,  but  in  their 
moderation.  We  know  better  now.  The  more  wants  we  can  contrive 
for  ourselves,  the  more  people  we  can  set  to  work  to  invent  ways  of 
^tisfying  those  wants,  the  nearer  we  shall  approach  to  happiness.  It 
is  true  that  our  approach  always  remains  in  the  future  tense.  We 
never  do  get  any  nearer.  But  this  is  owing  piurtly  to  our  stupidity  in 
not  having  contrived  wants  enough,  and  partly  to  the  slowness  of  our 
inventors  in  supplying  those  which  we  express.  If  we  only  had  a 
bridge  from  England  to  America,  and  could  travel  by  electric  tele- 
graph, and  fire  shells  a  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  so  as  to  blow  up  a 
town  at  one  shot,  how  very  happy  we  shoidd  be ! 

Mr.  Egerton  never  wanted  to  fire  shells,  or  to  bridge  the  Atlantic. 
He  had  a  telegraph,  by  which  he  used  to  send  messages  from  one  side 
of  his  mantelpiece  to  the  other,  vi&  the  kitchen  garden,  for  he  was 
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a  bit  of  a  chemifit,  and  liked  experimeots.  Sut  he  never  wanted  to 
travel  by  it,  nor,  indeed,  by  anything  else.  He  watched  the  trains 
fizzing  and  fuming  along  the  other  side  of  the  valley,  and  leaving^ 
their  soft  white  clouds  lazily  festooning  about  the  elm  trees,  without 
the  slightest  desire  to  be  whirled  along  with  them.  At  risk  of 
awakening  a  feeling  of  incredulous  disgust  in  the  mind  of  the  reader, 
veracity  compels  me  to  assert  that  he  had  given  up  travelling 
altogether.  Almost  equally  strange  was  the  fistct  tihat  he  never  seemed 
to  blow  what  mnm  is.  His  own  pursuits  occupied  his  time.  He 
went  on  quietly  enough,  reading  his  Homer  like  Horace,  working  in 
his  garden  like  Ariosto,  committing  his  fBuicies  to  paper  like  LucUius, 
employing  a  good  many  labourers  in  his  gardens,  giving  away  a  good 
deal  in  charity,  and  living  on  the  whole  a  life  not  much  less  happy, 
nor  much  more  useless,  than  the  rest  of  us. 

It  had  not  always  been  so.  Old  people,  the  walking  chronicles  of 
the  county,  could  tell  you  of  days  when  few  men  were  more  popular 
than  the  handsome  Egerton,  the  rising  barrister,  the  author  of  a 
brilliant  book  of  Eastern  travel,  the  charm  of  every  society  that  he 
entered.  Sut  a  crushing  blow  had  fallen  on  him,  and  for  a  time  had 
almost  shattered  his  reason.  His  young  wife  had  died  after  one  short 
year  of  wedded  happiness.  And  though  time,  the  true  consoler,  had 
at  last  brought  consolation  to  the  mourner,  the  habits  which  grief 
had  formed  retained  their  influence,  and  he  no  longer  looked  for 
happiness  in  action  or  in  society.  The  only  tie  that  bound  him  to 
the  world  was  the  child  that  was  left  to  him,  and  in  his  boy  his  whole 
powers  of  loving  were  concentrated.  Though  he  had  succeeded  to  a 
large  estate  in  another  part  of  the  county,  he  valued  wealth  and  posi- 
tion only  for  his  son,  and  continued  to  live  in  his  own  little  villa, 
having  let  the  family  mansion  until  the  time  should  come  for  Hany 
to  marry  and  settle  there,  and  perhaps  assume  the  place  in  Par- 
liamentary life  which  had  more  than  once  been  occupied  by  his 
ancestors. 

It  was  through  Harry  that  I  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Egerton* 
Harry  was  my  greatest  friend  at  Eton  and  Oxford,  and  I  had  be^ 
down  once  or  twice  to  stay  with  him  during  the  shooting  season. 
The  winter  after  we  took  our  degree  we  went  to  Italy  together,  and 
enjoyed  ourselves  immensely  at  Florence  and  Home.  Harry  was  as 
amusing  a  fellow  as  you  would  meet  in  a  long  day's  journey,  clever, 
though  not  overburdened  with  book-learning,  and  endowed  with  that 
rare  gift  of  good  spirits  against  which  the  bluest  devils  are  utterly 
iinpotent.  His  very  appearance  was  irresistible,  and  ensured  him 
popularity  wherever  he  went.  He  had  been  an  idle  fellow  enough  at 
Oxford,  and  distinguished  himself  chiefly  by  the  assiduity  with  which 
he  attended  the  lectures  of  Mr.  James  Hill,  Lord  Eedesdale's  Pro- 
fessor of  Alopecology.  Yet  even  grave  dons,  deep  in  the  digamma, 
and  well  assured  of  the  vanity  of  all  earthly  pursuits  except  the  study 
of  Greek  particles,  could  scarcely  repress  some  natural  sentiment  of 
admiration  when  they  saw  young  Egerton,  on  some  clear  winter 
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morning,  his  bright  eyes  and  light  brown  curls  peeping  out  under  his 
hunting  cap,  his  lithe  figure  set  off  to  the  best  advantage  by  the 
single-breasted  pink  and  snowy  buckskins — ^not  going  to  school^  like 
Cowper,  albeit,  like  him, 

In  scarlet  mantle  warm,  and  velvet-capped,  . 

but  shaking  his  thoroughbred  hack  into  a  canter  as  he  passed  up 
the  Com  Market,  preparatory  to  the  stretching  gallop  of  six- 
teen miles  to  Heythrop,  or  it  might  be  of  five  and  twenty  to 
Addlestrop. 

At  Borne  Egerton  was,  if  possible,  more  popular  than  even  at 
Christ  Church  or  Eton,  and  in  a  very  short  time  we  had  met  or  made 
Mends  enough  for  a  lifetime.  We  passed  our  days  merrily  enough, 
hunting  antiquities  in  the  city,  and  foxes  in  the  Campagna,  lionising 
museums  in  the  morning,  and  going  to  two  or  three  parties  in  the 
evening,  after  the  usual  manner  of  British  residents  in  the  capital  of 
the  Csesars. 

Among  all  our  acquaintance,  there  was  no  one  of  whom  we  saw 
so  much  as  Pulteney.  He  was  a  young  captain  in  the  navy,  and  had 
already  distinguished  himself  in  such  work  as  there  was  to  do  in  those 
piping  times  of  peace,  when  there  was  nobody  but  the  Chinese  to 
quarrel  with.  Those  who  saw  him  in  action  said  that  there  was  no 
officer  more  careful  of  his  men.  But,  however  that  might  be,  I  can 
only  say  that  when  I  knew  him  in  Rome  he  was  as  wild  a  fellow  as 
you  would  wish  to  see.  He  was  always  screwing  unfortunate  Boman 
backs  at  impossible  posts  and  rails,  and,  strange  to  say,  he  used 
somehow  to  get  them  over.  I  believe  he  requir^  a  certain  amount 
I  of  danger  to  steady  him,  and  felt  it  necessary  to  hazard  his  neck  two 
or  three  times  a  day.  I  remember  we  once  went  up  to  the  top  of 
St.  Peter's  together.  When  we  were  inside  the  ball,  the  conversation 
I  turned  on  the  illumination,  which  was  produced  by  sending  up  men 
I  to  stick  little  iron  saucers  of  pitch  all  over  the  building.  They  used 
I  to  say  that  two  or  three  men  were  killed  every  year  by  feilling  off  it, 
I  *  butchered  to  make  a  Boman  holiday,'  and  that  the  Pope  benevolently 
ordered  the  sacrament  to  be  administered  to  all  of  them  before  they 
went  up.  Upon  this  Pulteney  took  a  sudden  fancy  to  climb  to  the 
very  top  of  the  cross,  and,  in  spite  of  all  we  could  say,  up  he  went. 
When  at  the  top,  he  stood  upright,  folded  his  arms,  and  looked  over 
Italy  in  general.  He  then  took  out  an  old  envelope,  with  his  address 
and  a  Queen's  head  upon  it,  stuck  it  into  a  chink  of  the  cross,  and 
formally  took  possession  of  the  spot  in  the  name  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty.  He  tiien  slid  down  again  in  safety,  to  our  great  relief.  (If 
the  Pope  reads  this,  I  sincerely  hope  he  will  not  think  it  necessary  to 
send  anyone  up  to  take  down  the  humiliating  document.) 

The  pleasantest  season  comes  to  an  end,  even  at  Bome.  Easter 
was  over.    Pulteney  had  gone  to  Malta,  and  Egerton  and  I  were 
thinking  of  starting  for  Naples,  when  I  received  a  summons  which 
obliged  me  to  return  to  England.    Egerton  remained  to  finish  his 
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tour.  Since  my  return,  I  had  had  one  letter  from  him,  annoimcing 
his  immediate  departure  from  Rome.  I  wrote  to  him  at  Naples, 
as  he  requested,  but  got  no  reply.  This  did  not  strike  me  as  any- 
thing extraordinary.  He  had  sometimes  talked  of  going  on  to  the 
East,  if  he  met  any  pleasant  companions  at  Naples.  But  when  I 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Egerton,  asking  if  I  had  heard  anything 
about  Harry,  I  felt  at  once  a  foreboding  of  evil.  I  knew  how  carefid 
he  was  to  avoid  causing  anxiety  to  his  father,  and  his  silence  for  a 
period  of  two  months  seemed  inexplicable  on  any  other  supposition. 
Like  myself,  Mr.  Egerton  had  heard  nothing  of  him  since  he  left  Some. 

We  wrote  at  once  to  the  Embassy  at  Naples,  and  to  the  bankers, 
but  without  success.  passport  had  not  been  and  he  had 
drawn  no  money  at  Naples.  I  immediately  went  down  to  Valley- 
field,  and  ofifered  to  go  to  Italy  to  make  inquiries  about  him. 

Poor  Mr.  Egerton !  He  had  little  expected  to  be  again  stretched 
on  the  rack  of  this  tough  world,  and  his  habits  had  little  prepared 
him  for  the  awful  trial  that  had  come  upon  him.  He  was  in  a 
state  of  mind  such  as  I  do  not  wish  to  describe,  and  hope  never  to 
see  again.  However,  he  had  determined  himself  to  start  instantly 
for  Italy,  and  gratefully  accepted  my  offer  to  accompany  him. 

Our  journey  was  a  sad  one,  and  all  the  sadder  to  me  from  tiie 
contrast  it  offered  to  the  one  I  had  taken  along  the  same  road  in  tiie 
previous  year,  when  every  part  of  the  way  had  been  lighted  by  the 
brilliant  &ncy  and  unflagging  spirits  of  poor  Harry.  It  must  have 
been  still  sadder  for  Mr.  Egerton,  who  had  not  travelled  to  Italy 
since  his  wedding  tour.  We  took  the  steamer  at  Marseilles  for 
Civita  Vecchia,  and  at  last  reached  the  Eternal  City. 

It  was  the  middle  of  August.  The  streets  were  deserted,  and  the 
whole  aspect  of  the  place  as  changed  as  the  feelings  with  which  I 
revisited  it.  I  rushed  to  our  old  lodgings.  The  house  was  shut  up. 
The  people  were  away  for  their  vUleggiatwa.  The  old  woman  who 
was  left  in  charge  was  a  stranger  to  me.  She  knew  nothing  about 
Ingleai,  nor  Signori  either. 

We  went  to  the  diligence  office.  I  asked  to  see  the  books  for  the 
first  week  in  May.  Impossible.  Why  ?  What  good  reason  could 
we  have  for  such  a  search  ?  I  knew  what  this  meant,  so  produced  my 
reason  in  the  shape  of  a  crown-piece.  The  book  was  produced,  and 
there  we  read  that  Egerton  Enrico  was  a  passenger  from  Rome  to 
Naples  on  the  3rd  of  May.  But  did  he  get  to  Naples?  Sicuro^ 
without  doubt  he  got  to  Naples.  Where  is  the  conductor  of  the 
diligence  ?  Oh,  the  man  that  was  conductor  is  gone.  Where  is  he 
gone  ?  Who  knows  ?  he  bought  a  carriage  and  horses,  and  went  for  a 
vettv/rvno.  Can  you  tell  if  anything  happened  to  the  diligence  on 
that  day?  Oh  no,  nothing  ever  happens  to  the  Pontifical  cQligenoe. 
We  look  at  the  Ust  of  passengers.  No  English  among  them.  Do 
you  know  the  address  of  any  of  these  passengers  ?  Who  knows  ?  they 
were  sW.  foreatieri^  probably. 

It  is  clear  that  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  learnt  here,  and  the 
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official  is  anxious  to  shut  up  his  shop.  We  go  to  the  Consul's,  ascertain 
that  poor  Harry's  passport  was  duly  vis^  for  the  Two  Sicilies — return 
to  our  hotel — ^and  early  next  morning  take  a  post-carriage  for  Naples. 

On  the  right  track  at  last.  Poor  Mr.  Egerton's  anxiety  was 
almost  too  great  to  bear.  The  fatal  sun  of  an  Italian  August  beat 
down  upon  us,  and  made  us.  sick  and  faint.  We  asked  all  sorts  of 
absurd  questions  of  the  postilions  and  innkeepers,  which  would  have 
been  considered  symptoms  of  lunacy  in  an  Italian,  but  passed  as  the 
normal  habit  of  English  travellers.  We  looked  at  every  tree  by 
the  roadside  as  if  it  could  perhaps  tell  us  tidings  of  our  lost 
one.  We  tried  to  comfort  ourselves  with  all  sorts  of  surmises.  On 
the  whole,  we  inclined  to  believe  that  he  must  have  reached  Naples. 
It  seemed  too  improbable  that  he  could  have  been  murdered  or 
carried  away  by  brigands  while  travelling  in  a  public  conveyance. 
And  so  we  went  on  all  day  through  the  poisonous  marshes,  and  were 
&in  to  rest  our  fevered  heads  in  tiie  evening  at  £Biir  Terradna. 

Next  morning  we  started  early,  and  passed  rapidly  through  the 
richest  spot  of  Europe, — ^the  jungle  of  maize,  and  vines,  and  olives, 
and  figs,  and  oranges,  and  cork-trees,  and  caroubas,  that  formed  the 
entrance  to  the  k^ogdom  of  Naples.  We  had  the  usual  attack  on  the 
frontier  from  the  custom-house  and  passport  o£5cials,  but  soon 
appeased  them  by  the  usual  distribution  of  pauls  and  scudi.  How- 
ever, this  did  not  save  us  from  a  similar  onset  at  Fondi,  the  metropolis 
of  b^gary  and  brigandage.  Here  we  encountered  a  most  dignified 
officisd,  a  worthy  successor  of  Aufidius  Luscus,  who  presided  over  the 
passport  department  at  Fondi  in  the  time  of  Horace,  except  that  he 
had  no  pan  of  charcoal,  the  weather  being  warm,  and  no  laticlave, 
except  a  stripe  down  his  trousers.  He  too  was  pleased  to  condescend 
so  £Eur  as  to  accept  some  slight  gratification,  and  we  should  soon  have  got 
off  again,  had  it  not  been  discovered  that  one  of  our  wheels  was  heated, 
and  required  examination.  Impatient  as  we  were,  the  delay  was 
unavoidable.  To  pass  the  time,  we  strolled  about  the  town.  We 
were  soon  surrounded  and  jostled  by  a  crowd  of  beggars,  of  both  sexes, 
of  all  ages,  and  of  all  degrees  of  filthiness.  In  our  endeavours  to 
shake  them  off  we  turned  into  one  of  the  narrowest  streets,  but  had 
not  gone  far  before  a  yet  more  piercing  cry  of  *Carita,  signori, 
carit&  per  Famor  di  Dio!'  saluted  our  ears,  and  a  cap,  fisLstened  to  the 
end  of  a  sort  of  fishing-rod,  was  dangled  close  to  our  faces.  LodMng 
up,  we  saw  a  wall,  built  of  rough  blocks  of  volcanic  stone,  and  pierced 
by  two  small  and  heavily  grat^  windows.  Between  the  bars  of  these 
windows,  in  the  extremity  of  dirt  and  squalor,  appeared  some  of  the 
vilest  and  most  satanic  of  human  countenances,  chattering  like  apes  at 
the  possibility  of  a  grcuno.  'Carit&,'  they  screamed  again  as  we 
looked  up,  *  carita,  signori  Inglesi ! '  At  the  word  another  face  ap- 
peared at  the  window,  a  pale  thin  fiuse,  with  long  fair  curls  hanging 
over  it  in  matted  confusion,  and  a  feeble  voice  faintly  gasped  forth 
*  Father  I  father  1' 

There — in  that  den  of  thieves — in  the  common  prison  of  the  most 
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miserable  town  even  of  the  Two  Sicilies — among  ruffians  such  as  are 
produced  only  by  extremest  misgovemment  acting  upon  extremest 
ignorance — fettered  by  the  leg  day  and  night  to  a  bandit  and  mur- 
derer— ^we  found  him,  the  object  of  so  many  fears  and  hopes,  theidd 
of  his  widowed  father,  the  hero  of  Eton  and  Christ  Church.  I  cannot, 
even  now,  dwell  on  such  a  subject.  And  why  should  I  ?  The  world 
knows,  or  ought  to  know,  what  a  Neapolitan  prison  used  to  be. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  Harry  had  endured  more  than  three  months  of 
that  incessant  torture,  in  the  hottest  season  of  the  year,  deprived 
almost  entirely  of  food,  and  light,  and  air,  and  shut  out  from  all 
possibility  of  communicating  with  his  friends,  or  with,  any  human 
beings  except  the  beasts  that  surrounded  him. 

To  poor  Mr.  Egerton  the  shock  was  almost  as  great  as  if  the  bleed- 
ing body  of  his  son  had  been  suddenly  flung  at  his  feet.  It  was  only 
gradually  that  he  came  to  see  that  our  great  difficulty  was  surmounted, 
and  that  there  was  hope,  and  good  hope,  of  soon  freeing  Harry  from 
his  wretched  position. 

By  large  bribes  we  soon  persuaded  the  keeper  of  the  prison  to  let 
us  have  an  interview  with  his  captive,  but  only  through  a  grating, 
and  in  the  presence  of  two  turnkeys.  None  of  us  could  refrain  fitm 
weeping.  My  poor  friend's  appearance  was  even  more  wan  and 
haggard  than  we  had  at  first  thought  it.  Three  months  of  imprison- 
ment had  left  on  him  more  traces  of  age  and  suffering  than  would 
have  been  produced  by  ten  years  of  liberty. 

He  did  not  know  precisely  on  what  charge  he  had  been  arrested, 
except  that  he  was  supposed  to  be  a  revolutionary  agent.  A  letter 
had  been  found  in  his  portmanteau  which  our  Italian  master  at  Nice 
had  begged  him  to  convey  to  a  relative  at  Naples.  Harry  had  for- 
gotten all  about  it,  until  it  was  discovered  by  one  of  the  customs' 
officials,  among  whom  it  seemed  to  be  considered  a  missive  about  as 
safe  as  a  small  bomb-shell.  After  that,  everything  belonging  to  him 
was  ransacked.  Papers  and  books  of  all  kinds  were  seized,  and  his 
pockets  were  rifled.  Strong  confirmation  of  his  dangerous  character 
was  found,  in  the  shape  of  a  small  revolver.  He  had  then  been  hurried 
before  another  official,  and,  after  a  few  brief  questions,  had  been  thrown 
into'  the  loathsome  den  in  which  we  discovered  him,  and  fettered  to 
the  wretch  who  stood  scowling  by  his  side  even  during  our  interview. 

We  strove  hard  with  the  gaoler  to  obtain  some  immediate  allevia- 
tion of  his  misery,  but  without  much  success.  Nothing  that  we  could 
offer  availed  to  obtain  for  him  a  separate  cell,  or  even  to  remove  that 
last  unspeakable  horror,  the  double  chain.  We  were  allowed,  indeed, 
to  supply  him  with  some  food  and  wine,  but  were  obliged  to  bring 
enough  also  for  the  four  or  five  and  twenty  prisoners  who  shared  the 
same  apartment,  and  who  would  otherwise  have  devoured  everything. 
Poor  creatures !  we  did  not  grudge  it  them.  Their  evil  deeds  could 
scarcely  have  been  bad  enough  to  deserve  a  Neapolitan  prison. 

Leaving  Mr.  Egerton  at  Fondi,  to  hold  with  his  son  such  occasional 
communication  as  was  permitted,  I  started  for  Naples.    I  scarcely 
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hoped  to  find  our  Minister  there  at  that  time  of  the  year,  and  was 
relieved  to  find  that  he  was  no  farther  oflF  than  Sorrento.  To  Sorrento 
I  hastened,  and  was  courteously  received  by  Sir  Thomas  Dudley. 

Sir  Thomas  was  a  member  of  that  privileged  caste  which  used  (of 
course  a  long  time  ago)  to  enjoy  a  vested  interest  in  the  management 
of  the  foreign  aflFairs  of  the  British  Empire.  The  founder  of  his 
family  had  been  a  distmguished  diplomatist  some  two  or  three  hun- 
dred years  since,  and  concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance  which  led  England 
into  a  war.  That  war,  like  all  other  wars,  was  extremely  popular  for 
a  few  months,  and  ended,  like  all  other  wars,  in  both  parties  being  ex- 
tremely disgusted,  so  that  a  *ju8t  and  necessary  war'  was  followed  by 
a  no  less  just  and  considerably  more  necessary  peace.  Peace  was  made 
*  upon  terms  honourable  to  both  nations,'  a  phrase  which,  being  inter- 
preted, means  that  both  discovered  that  they  could  very  well  do  with- 
out what  they  went  to  war  for,  and  that  thousands  of  brave  men  had 
died  in  agony,  and  provinces  had  been  ravaged,  and  wives  and  maidens 
had  suffered  all  that  wives  and  maidens  do  suffer  from  infuriated 
soldiers,  and  money  enough  to  feed  and  educate  all  the  children  in 
Europe  had  been  worse  than  wasted,  all  for  a  name,  a  shadow,  an  im- 
palpable something,  the  want  of  which  would  never  trouble  the  sleep 
or  the  digestion  of  a  single  subject  of  either  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

The  distinguished  diplomatist  whose  finnness  and  foresight  had 
led  to  this  righteous  and  glorious  war  was  of  course  ennobled  and 
pensioned,  and  his  descendwts  to  the  remotest  generation  of  course 
acquired  an  hereditary  right  to  conduct  the  foreign  relations  of 
England.  There  was  a  great  variety  of  places  for  them.  There 
were  quiet  places.  There  were  bustling  places.  There  were  even 
stormy  places  for  those  who  liked  them.  There  were  places  in 
warm  climates,  places  in  cold  climates,  places  in  temperate  climates, 
and  all  tolerably  well  paid,  so  that  each  might  choose  the  post  best 
adapted,  not  only  to  his  abilities  and  temper,  but  also  to  his  habits 
and  temperament,  and  thus  be  emphatically  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place,  to  his  o?m  comfort,  and  to  the  immense  advantage  of 
his  grateful  country.  May  competitive  examination  never  disturb  so 
excellent  an  arrangement ! 

Sir  Thomas  Dudley  had  now  for  some  years  adorned  the  court 
of  Naples.  He  was  a  diplomatist  of  the  old  school.  (One  would 
like  to  know  where  that  school  was,  at  which  so  many  excellent 
people  were  educated.)  His  manners  were  stately  yet  easy,  that  is, 
he  was  dignified  himself,  and  yet  put  his  guests  quite  at  their  ease. 
He  was  hospitable  as  became  the  representative  of  England,  an 
epicure  even  among  diplomatists,  a  connoisseur  of  art  even  among 
Italians.  His  conversation  was  attractive,  his  wit  graceful  and  with- 
out effort,  his  French  was  the  French  of  Louis  XIV.,  untainted  by 
the  slang  of  the  post-revolutionary  era.  He  was  scarcely  known  to 
feme,  nor  did  he  wish  for  her  acquaintance.  He  was  most  popular 
among  his  friends,  and  for  himself  he  found  the  world  a  pleasant 
world,  and  hated  nothing  in  it  except  business. 
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However,  he  was  so  shocked  at  my  description  of  poor  Harry's 
sufferings,  that  he  at  once  proceeded  to  Naples,  had  an  interview 
with  the  Prime  Minister,  and  afterwards  with  King  Ferdinand 
himself*  But  I  can  fancy  that  his  representations  somewhat  re- 
sembled the  way  in  which  Sir  Plume  pleaded  for  the  restoration  of 
Belinda^s  lock.  At  any  rate  nothing  came  of  them.  His  Majesty 
was  inexorable.  He  affected  to  believe  that  all  the  troubles  in  his 
dominions  arose  from  the  machinations  of  English  agents,  and^  now 
that  he  had  caught  one  of  them,  he  professed  his  intention  of 
making  an  example.  He  would  not  even  grant  any  mitigation  of 
the  horrors  of  poor  Harry's  dungeon,  nor  fix  a  day  for  his  triaL 

It  was  clear  that  we  must  appeal  to  a  higher  tribunal.  Parlia- 
ment was  not  sitting,  but  I  wrote  to  a  political  friend  to  bring  the 
case  to  the  attention  of  the  Ministry,  and  to  another  Mend  to  bring 
it  before  the  public.  A  great  statesman  introduced  it  into  a  speech 
to  his  constituents.  Every  paper  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  half 
the  papers  on  the  Continent,  echoed  his  account  of  the  outrage,  and 
soon  there  bin^t  forth  a  storm  of  public  opinion  such  as  even  the 
impudence  of  the  Neapolitan  Government  could  scarcely  bear  with- 
out flinching.  After  some  three  weeks  of  agonising  excitement, 
poor  Harry's  irons  were  struck  off,  he  was  removed  to  a  solitary  cell 
in  the  prison  at  Naples,  was  allowed  to  receive  an  occasional  visit 
from  his  father  and  myself,  and  was  informed  that  his  trial  would 
shortly  commence* 

It  was  indeed  time  that  some  change  should  be  made.  Egerton's 
reason  was  beginning  to  give  way,  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  King  really 
desired  such  a  termination  to  the  affiedr.  Even  after  the  prisoner's 
removal  to  Naples,  delays  of  all  kinds  were  interposed.  Days  and 
weeks  and  months  passed  by,  and  our  hearts  were  sickened  with  the 
bitter  draught  of  hope  deferred. 

Christmas  had  passed,  and  another  year  had  commenced,  when  the 
t^al  at  last  began.  Our  Consul  had  kindly  made  all  needful  pre- 
parations for  the  defence,  and  had  engaged  the  best  counsel.  We 
were  sanguine  that  a  day  or  two  would  show  what  a  mistake  the 
whole  thing  had  been,  and  that  Harry  would  be  at  once  restored  to 
liberty. 

We  knew  not  the  depth  of  Neapolitan  injustice.  Eight  or  wrong, 
the  King  had  determined  to  wreak  on  our  poor  friend  his  accumulate 
spite  against  the  English  nation.  The  Procurator-Oeneral  united  in 
his  own  person  the  functions  of  prosecutor,  judge,  and  jury.  Every- 
thing was  conducted  as  he  wished,  and  any  judge  who  dared  to 
show  a  symptom  of  independence  was  bullied  almost  as  much  as  the 
prisoner  and  his  advocates.  The  Crown  witnesses  were  protected  from 
cross-examination.  Evidence  for  the  defence  was  refused  admittance. 
The  prisoner's  counsel  were  reminded  of  the  probable  consequences  to 
themselves  and  their  families  if  they  uttered  a  word  that  could  be 
construed  iuto  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Government. 
Trifles  light  as  air  were  brought  forward  as  weighty  proofe  of  the 
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guilt  of  the  accused.  The  chief  point  relied  on  was  the  letter  of  the 
Italian  master,  who  had  been  compromised  in  the  events  of  May  1848. 
It  was  a  harmless  production  enough,  relating  chiefly  to  family 
affairs,  but  hidden  meanings  were  invented  for  every  sentence,  so  that 
it  appeared  to  portend  a  most  diabolical  conspiracy.  Then  there  was 
the  revolver,  widch  was  clearly  revolutionary,  a  wide-awake  of  revo- 
lutionary cut,  and  various  books  and  papers  of  revolutionary  tendency. 
Among  these  figured  an  old  number  of  *  Punch,'  which  had  been 
wrapped  round  a  pair  of  boots,  and  which  depicted  the  Pope  in  the 
character  of  Guy  Faux,  and  the  King  of  Naples  in  an  equally  un- 
dignified attitude,  plainly  tending  to  the  subversion  of  authority,  and 
the  dissemination  of  atheism  and  anarchy.  Worst  of  all,  there  were 
foimd  some  unfinished  lines  in  the  prisoner's  own  handwriting,  ex- 
citing odium  and  contempt  of  *our  adorable  Lord  the  King,'  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  *  the  Holiness  of  our  Lord  the  Pope,'  and  the 
most  virtuous  Cardinal  Antonelli.    They  ran  as  follows  : — 

Wolves  in  the  stately  deer-park ! 

Blight  on  the  fnii^ul  tree ! 
Swine  in  the  blnshing  vineyard, 

The  Hons  in  Italy  1 

A  weak  and  senseless  puppet, 

High  on  the  Ceesars  throne ! 
A  priestly  brigand  ruling 

Where  once  Mieoenas  shone  I 

A  new  Tiberius  holding 

The  old  despotic  sway, 
Where  Capri's  island  citadel 

Looks  o'er  the  piuple  bay  ! 

As  Egerton  said  afterwards,  the  verses  were  perhaps  bad  enough 
to  deserve  a  short  term  of  imprisonment.  They  undoubtedly  savoured 
of  the  circimistances  under  which  they  had  been  composed — a  sleepless 
night  in  the  interior  of  a  diligence. 

In  those  days,  however,  such  things  were  no  laughing  matter.  It 
was  evident  that  the  trial  was  a  mere  mockery,  and  was  intended  to 
terminate  in  the  condemnation  of  the  prisoner.  Our  hearts  sank 
within  us  as  we  thought  of  his  probable  fate.  The  British  Grovem- 
ment  had  admitted  the  right  of  the  King  to  try  him  according  to  the 
laws  of  Naples,  and  had  only  urged  the  acceleration  of  tiie  pro- 
ceedings. 

StUl  the  trial  dragged  along  its  weary  length.    The  King,  with 
cat-like  cruelty,  took  a  pleasure  in  prolonging  the  sufferings  of  his 
victim.    The  press  in  England  continued  to  thunder  against  him,  and 
at  last.  Parliament  being  about  to  meet,  the  Admiral  at  Malta  was  t 
ordered  to  send  a  small  squadron  into  the  Bay  of  Naples. 

We  knew,  of  course,  that  this  meant  '  moral  influence,'  and  not 
active  intervention,  Yet  it  was  not  without  a  certain  sensation  of 
pleasure  that  we  saw  the  ships  in  the  oflSng,  led  by  the  *  Victoria,'  a 
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splendid  Bcrew  frigate  of  fifby-one  guns.  On  she  came,  swift  as  a 
locomotive,  graceful  as  a  yacht,  terrible  as  an  army.  Above  her 
floated  the  flag  of  England,  the  proud  emblem  of  the  sovereignty  of 
the  seas,  imtamished  still  as  in  the  days  when  Blake  bore  it  in  trinmph 
over  the  sinking  corsairs,  or  as  when,  on  the  eve  of  Tra&lgar,  it 
streamed  in  Spanish  breezes  beside  the  majestic  simplicity  of  Nelson's 
immortal  signal. 

We  had  not  heard  that  Pulteney  had  recently  been  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  ^  Victoria,'  and  it  was  a  pleasing  surprise  when 
he  appeared  at  our  hotel.  He  accompanied  us  to  the  trial,  our  daQy 
occupation,  and  his  indignation  passed  all  bounds.  He  had  seen  in 
China  something  of  the  tortures  that  human  tyranny  is  capable  ot 
inflicting,  and  his  blood  boiled  at  the  thought  of  his  fiivoarite 
Egerton,  whom  he  had  looked  upon  as  a  younger  brother,  being 
ddivered  over  to  similar  barbarities. 

Next  day  we  were  in  coiurt  as  usual  by  ten  o'clock,  but  without 
Pulteney.  The  usual  scene  of  perjury  and  browbeating  was  resumed. 
It  was  nearly  eleven  when  an  officer  in  an  exceedingly  smart  uni- 
form entered  hastily,  and  spoke  a  few  words  in  a  low  voice  to  the 
President.  The  latter  conferred  for  a  few  minutes  with  his  brother 
judges,  and  then,  as  the  Procurator-General  began  to  reiterate  a 
demand  that  certain  words  used  by  the  prisoner's  counsel  should  be 
taken  down  as  treasonable,  he  administered  to  that  functionary  a 
*  set  down '  such  as  Dr.  Johnson  might  have  bestowed  upon  James 
Boswell.  Had  an  earthquake  occurred,  it  would  prol»bly  have 
occasioned  less  surprise.  The  Procurator-General  remained  with  his 
mouth  open,  and  not  for  some  moments  could  he  recover  the  power 
of  speech  sufficiently  to  mumble  out  histoid  remark  about  ^answering 
for  it  to  our  Lord  the  Kin^'  ^  Our  Lord  the  King,'  replied  the 
President,  ^has  no  wish  except  that  justice  may  be  done  in  this,  as  in 
every  case  which  is  brought  before  his  royal  tribunals.  It  is  the 
unanimous  decision  of  myself  and  of  my  fellow  judges  that  the 
evidence  for  the  prosecution  has  failed  to  establish  any  proof  of  com- 
plicity on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  with  those  wicked  factions  which 
have  dared  to  trouble  the  serenity  of  our  adorable  monarch.  I 
declare  the  prisoner  acquitted.' 

Here  he  stooped  down  and  spoke  to  the  chief  of  the  police. 
Under  the  orders  of  the  latter,  Harry  was  surrounded  by  some  dozen 
gendarmes,  and  miarched  out  of  court.  Mr.  Egerton  and  I  followed 
as  closely  as  we  could.  They  took  him  at  once  down  to  the  quay, 
placed  him  in  a  boat  that  was  waiting,  and  made  straight  for 
Pulteney's  frigate.  We  hired  a  boat,  and  followed  th^  as  fest  as 
possible,  and  soon  had  the  happiness  of  embracing  our  Harry,  once 
more  a  free  man,  on  a  British  deck. 

We  all  thankfully  accepted  Pulteney's  invitation  to  remain  on 
board.  I  went  back  to  Naples  for  an  hour,  got  our  traps  together, 
paid  the  hotel  bill,  gave  full  powers  to  the  Consul  to  satisfy  all 
demands,  and  especially  to  remunerate  our  unfortunate  advocates 
liberally,  and  soon  returned  to  the  ship. 
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The  sea  was  calm  as  a  mill-pond,  and  blue  as  the  sky  above  us, 
as  the  *  Victoria'  steamed  rapidly  out  of  the  bay  on  her  return  to 
Malta.  Pulteney,  Mr.  Egerton,  Harry  and  I  lounged  lazily  upon 
deck,  and  looked  back  with  feelings  too  deep  for  words  at  the  fair 
city^  the  scene  of  so  much  natural  beauty,  of  so  much  artificial  misery. 
Three  of  us  had  been  suffering  for  months  all  the  tortures  of  intense 
and  protracted  anxiety,  and  the  sudden  change  made  our  present 
happiness  seem  ahnost  incredible. 

Mr.  Egerton  was  the  first  to  break  silence.  cannot  under- 
stand the  conduct  of  the  judges  even  now.  To  drag  on  the  trial  all 
these  days,  and  then  all  of  a  sudden  to  acc^uit  the  prisoner,  without 
pretending  to  finish  it.  It  looked  as  if  they  really  wanted  to  show 
what  a  mockery  the  whole  thing  was.  It  is  certain  they  were  dead 
for  a  conviction  all  along.' 

^  It  was  the  appearance  of  that  officer  that  changed  everything,' 
said  I.  ^  He  must  have  brought  a  special  message  from  Tiberius. 
But  what  made  his  Majesty  turn  round  so  suddenly,  I  cannot 
imagine.' 

Here  Pulteney,  to  our  great  amazement,  said,  with  a  quiet  smile, 
^  The  fact  is,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  do  a  little  diplomacy  on  my 
own  accounts' 

*  How  was  that  ? '  we  all  exclaimed  at  once. 

*  Why,  you  see  we  in  the  navy  have  a  sort  of  traditional  way  of 
dealing  with  these  little  Mediterranean  potentates.  It  would  not  do 
to  try  it  too  often,  but  every  now  and  then  an  emergency  arises, 
and,  from  all  I  could  hear,  our  friend  here  was  in  a  parlous  position. 
Now  Dudley  is  a  good  fellow,  a  very  good  fellow,  I  may  say,  but 
just  a  little  bit  slow.  He  is  like  the  interpreters  in  China,  who  have 
lived  there  so  long  that  they  really  believe  the  Chinese  to  be  the 
first  people  in  the  world,  and  all  their  humbugging  etiquette  and 
fidsehood  to  be  really  necessary  to  the  conduct  of  affairs.  So  it 
occurred  to  me  to  offer  a  little  moral  support,  as  they  call  it,  to  his 
representations.  I  asked  him  to  present  me  to  the  Eling.  He 
hummed  and  hawed,  and  told  me  that  his  Majesty  was  not  half 
pleased  at  the  presence  of  the  ships,  and  rather  wanted  to  ignore 
their  existence.  However,  I  persuaded  him  that  civility  required 
that  I  should  wait  upon  his  Majesty.  So  he  sent  to  inquire  about 
it,  and  was  told  that  the  King  would  receive  me  quietly  that 
evening. 

*I  dined  with  Dudley,  and  got  a  lecture  firom  him  about 
cutting  the  shop,  and  especially  about  saying  nothing  that  could  be 
understood  as  alluding  to  this  affair  of  yours.  After  dinner  we  went 
to  the  palace.  There  were  very  few  people  there,  and  the  King 
received  me  pretty  graciously,  looking  aU  the  time  as  sulky  as  a  bear 
with  several  sore  h€»ads.  I  watched  my  opportunity,  and,  when  I  saw 
him  standing  by  himself,  I  went  up  to  him  with  a  most  respectful 
bow. 

* "  Your  Majesty  has  heard  my  name,  perhaps  ?  " 

^  He  stared,  but  gave  a  nod,  and  said  my  father  was  a  great  man. 
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*"That  is  all*  the  effect  of  your  Majesty's  goodness.  Your 
Majesty  may  also  perchance  have  heard  that  I  am  the  conmiander  of 
the  British  ships  which  have  the  honour  of  lying  in  your  Majesty's 
bay?" 

^  He  looked  as  black  as  thunder,  but  nodded  again. 

*  Then  I  solemnly  assure  your  Majesty,  on  the  honour  of  a  British 
oflBcer,  that  if  my  countryman,  Henry  Egerton,  is  not  delivered  over 
to  me  in  safety  on  board  the  *  Victoria '  by  mid-day  to-morrow,  I 
will  blow  this  palace  of  your  Majesty  into  the  air." 

^  This  was  rather  a  long  speech  for  me  to  make  in  Italian,  so  it 
came  out  very  deliberately.  The  King  turned  all  sorts  of  colours, 
and  laid  hold  of  the  back  of  a  sofa  to  prevent  himself  falling.  I  did 
not  give  him  time  to  say  anything,  but  wished  him  a  '  most  happy 
night '  with  a  bow  of  the  deepest  humility,  and  got  back  to  my  ship 
as  fast  as  I  possibly  could. 

^  This  morning  early  I  got  up  steam  on  board  the  ships,  and  ran 
the  Victoria"  in  with  her  broadside  lying  convenient "  to  the 
palace.  About  ten  o'clock  I  had  the  decks  cleared  for  action,  and 
immediately  afterwards  two  Neapolitan  boats  put  off  and  came 
poking  about  round  the  ship.  I  ordered  the  guns  to  be  slowly 
loaded.  The  men  quite  entei^  into  the  joke  (they  always  do),  and 
loaded  very  deliberately,  and  with  the  utmost  ostentation.  The 
boats  went  off  in  a  hurry,  and  about  half-past  eleven  one  of  them 
came  back  with  our  friend  here  in  the  stem-sheets.  The  officer  in 
charge  asked  me  for  a  receipt  to  be  produced  to  his  Majesty,  so  I 
wrote  him  a  note  which  I  don't  think  he'll  show  to  many  people, 
thanking  him  for  sending  off  in  one  of  his  own  royal  boats  my 
countrjrman  who  had  been  so  honourably  acquitted  by  his  enlightened 
and  impartial  judges,  and  also  for  having  so  graciously  condescended 
to  admit  the  force  of  the  arguments  which  I  had  the  distinguished 
honour  of  submitting  to  his  royal  notice  last  evening  at  the  palace.' 

I  need  not  repeat  the  expressions  of  amazement  with  which  this 
little  story  was  received. 

*  But  after  all,  Pulteney,  what  would  you  have  done  if  the  good 
Bomba  had  not  knocked  under  ? ' 

*  Oh,  I  must  have  done  it,  you  know.  I  had  given  him  my  solemn 
word  of  honour  that  I  would.  But  the  consequences  might  have  been 
awkward,  I  grant  you.  I  suppose  I  should  have  been  dismissed  the 
service,  and  had  to  live  ashore  for  the  remainder  of  my  days,  unless 
I  had  got  the  command  of  one  of  the  P.  and  0.  steamers.  Very 
good  berths  there  are  in  the  P.  and  O.  service,  I  believe.  Bat  the 
fkct  is  that  there  was  not  much  chance  of  his  holding  out.  I  knew 
that  he  was  undoubtedly  the  greatest  coward  in  Europe.  And  his 
own  people  would  have  risen  against  him  instantly.  Besides,  I  calcu- 
lated he  would  fancy  that  I  had  private  instructions  from  our  Govern- 
ment, quite  independent  of  Dudley.  I  am  half  sorry  though,  after 
all,  that  the  affair  ended  so  peaceably.  'Twere  worth  ten  years  of 
peaceful  life — an  hour's  bombardment  of  Bomba.' 

H. 
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Professor  Clifford. 

NO  name  has  been  more  often  named  of  late  in  that  section  of 
society  which  considers  itself,  and  is  more  or  less  considered, 
as  the  cultivated  and  intellectual  portion  par  excellericej  than  the 
name  of  the  young  and  gifted  man  of  science  whose  short  careet 
gave  rise  to  so  many  hopes,  and  whose  early  death  has  been  lamented 
and  deplored  with  something  of  the  tone  of  a  personal  grievance, 
rather  than  with  the  chastened  grief  of  mortal  loss.  No  one  can 
say  that  Clifford  was  left  as  so  many  hapless  heirs  of  immortality 
have  been  left,  to  bear  the  bitterness  of  failing  health  and  ending 
life  in  poverty  and  loneliness  as  well  as  in  suffering.  For  months 
long  that  part  of  London  which  cultivates  science  and  letters  with 
more  or  less  magnificence  or  simplicity,  whose  pleasure  it  is,  between 
a  dinner  and  a  ball,  to  attend  lectures  at  the  Royal  Institution  and 
see  experiments,  or  who  find  in  these  intellectual  pursuits  their  chief 
recreation,  assisted  with  endless  murmurs  of  sympathy  at  the  ending 
scenes  of  this  poor  student's  Jife.  His  courage,  his  cheerfulness,  his 
hopes,  delusive  or  real,  were  discussed  in  circles  much  wider  than  those 
which  usually  with  bated  breath  look  on  upon  the  sinking  of  an 
individual  e^ostence,  too  deeply  affected  by  it  to  admire  the  pose  of 
the  friend  they  are  losing,  or  to  study  him  as  a  specimen  case.  But 
the  circle  was  so  wide  around  Clifford's  sofa  as  to  indulge  freely  in  this 
too  natural  inclination.  He  was  voluntarily  or  involuntarily  a  study 
and  a  spectacle  to  the  cultured  crowd  who  watched  him,  and  who  did 
their  bast,  be  it  said  to  their  honour,  to  smooth  his  path  to  the 
grave.  To  die  yoimg  and  in  the  exuberance  of  mental  power  is  no 
unoonunon  fate ;  it  is  a  fistte  always  deeply  pathetic,  often  tragical 
and  terrible ;  but  the  world  has  suffered  many  a  man  of  genius  so 
to  perish  without  much  care  for  the  incident.  In  this  case,  however, 
everybody  cared ;  a  great  many  people  showed  their  interest  by  the 
practical  proofs,  and  a  still  larger  concourse  of  spectators  followed  all 
his  last  steps  with  anxious  attention.  There  were  circumstances  which 
gave  the  end  of  his  life  a  special  interest.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  what  is  called  Thought,  and  a  very  uncompromising  opponent  of 
all  that  is  ordinarily  believed  to  be  religion ;  and  the  crowd  round 
him  not  only  followed  his  words  and  looks  with  the  curiosity 
natural  to  humanity  in  sight  of  the  dying,  but  with  a  deeper  awe 
still  beheld  one  going  into  the  darkness  of  the  shadow  of  death 
who  had  no  hope  of  ever  coming  out  of  that  darkness  again,  yet  who 
went  down  into  the  valley  with  gaiety  and  cheerfulness,  undaunted  by 
the  chill  conclusion  which  he  believed  to  await  him  there.  Most  of 
us  are  aware,  who  have  any  experience,  that  of  all  the  acts  of  life, 
dying  is  the  one  which  is  accomplished  with  most  dignity,  even  by 
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the  most  ordinary  people;  and  that  the  raptores  on  one  side,  and 
despair  on  the  other,  to  which  we  are  accustomed  in  books,  are  very 
rarely  seen  in  actual  life.  But  be  this  as  it  may  be,  we  are  always 
prepared  for  something  in  that  scene  which  shsdl  satisfy  our  pro- 
found sense  of  its  importance ;  and  we  allow  it  to  be  perfectly  human 
and  natural  that  even  Professor  Clifford's  biographer  should  call  the 
attention  of  the  world  with  some  pride  to  the  cheerful  courage  with 
which  his  friend  met  his  end,  asking  us  specially  to  remark  that 
his  demeanour  will  bear  comparison  with  tiiat  of  any  believer  in 
immortality*  Now  that  he  is  dead,  the  same  large  and  animated 
audience  has  dwelt  upon  all  it  could  hear  of  him  with  the  interest 
naturally  belonging  to  a  tragedy  completed,  and  repeated  to  each 
other  the  bravado  of  the  epitaph  which  he  is  said — ^we  not  know  with 
what  truth — to  have  composed  for  himself,  with  a  mixture  of  admi- 
ration and  alarm  and  wonder,  very  natural  too,  and  simple  enough. 
^  I  was  not.  I  lived,  and  loved.  I  am  not,'  is,  it  is  said,  the  epitome 
of  existence  which  he  has  made  upon  his  tombstone  with  a  dogmatism 
very  unscientific,  yet  an  appeal  to  human  interest  which  is  pro- 
foundly natural  and  pathetic.  That  at  least  the  departing  soul 
grasps  at,  with  mortal  eagerness,  to  hold  on  to  something.  It  is  not 
much  of  an  inmiortality,  but  he  did  not  look  for  nor  wish,  as  it  would 
appear,  any  more. 

And  we  have  now  in  two  volumes,  full  of  painful  interest,  the 
last  gatherings  of  the  mind,  now,  according  to  its  own  belief,  extin- 
tinguished,  blown  out  like  a  fiurthing  candle,  to  shed  no  light  upon 
any  spot  of  existence  more.  To  die  young,  having  got  all  the 
cream  and  flower  of  life,  and  none  of  its  greater  miseries,  is,  in  its 
way,  a  kind  of  heroic  &te.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  imagine  it 
chosen  as  the  best  of  human  probabilities,  were  the  choice  deli- 
berately offered  to  us.  To  live  and  love,  without  learning,  by  any 
mortal  experiment,  what  it  is  to  love  and  lose ;  to  taste  the  first 
sweetness  of  success,  and  never  the  dreary  dregs  of  disappointment 
which  are  so  sure  to  follow.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  what  waste  so 
terrible  as  this  throwing  away  of  the  vivid  lamp  which  might  have 
lighted  a  long  stretch  of  our  common  road  when  it  was  little  more 
than  kindled !  In  no  other  economical  system  could  such  wanton 
prodigality  be  tolerated ;  and  the  possibility  of  it,  the  commonness 
of  the  incident,  might  well  form  a  text  for  the  moralist  to  whom 
life  itself  and  the  existence  of  a  human  race  at  all  should  seem  as 
clumsy  and  stupid  as  those  other  failures  of  nature  to  do  what  she 
may  be  supposed  to  have  intended — such  as  that  of  the  eye,  for 
instance,  which  we  are  assured,  on  the  best  authority,  is  the  clumsiest 
of  optical  instruments,  a  construction  of  which  the  poorest  optician 
might  be  ashamed.  Bather  than  such  waste  and  destruction  as  this, 
the  age  of  the  mastodon  and  megatherium,  when  the  huge  beasts 
had  at  least,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  fair  play  and  a  good  fight  for  their 
lives,  would  convey  a  better  sense  of  natural  justice.  If  there  is  no 
second  chapter  to  existence,  as  Professor  Clifford  believed,  nay. 
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certaiiily  settled  there  was  not^  the  throwing  away  of  such  a  life  as 
his  becomes  one  of  the  most  deplorable  and  incomprehensible  of 
events.  But  the  thing  has  happened,  howsoever  it  is  to  be  taken ; 
and  here  are  lefb  these  two  volumes  to  prove  to  the  world  that  a 
man  has  lived.  They  are  not  all  the  outcome  of  his  existence,  but 
they  are  a  great  part  of  it.  We  will  not  ask  the  painful  question 
whether  these  few  essays  are  worth  to  the  race  as  much  as  any 
honest  living  energy,  were  it  employed  on  the  simplest  work,  would 
be  worth ;  for  there  is  nobody  and  nothing  to  blame  for  the  sudden 
end  of  thought  and  speculation  which  has  taken  place — no  struggle 
for  existence,  no  sudden  onslaught  of  a  rival  or  an  enemy.  And  we  do 
not  pretend  to  judge  of  the  scientific  eminence  to  which  Professor 
Clifford  had  attained.  Real  work  of  any  description  can  be  estimated 
only  by  those  who  understand  it  thoroughly,  and  we  do  not  claim 
such  an  acquaintance  with  mathematiccd  science  as  would  justify 
any  criticism  of  this  kind.  But  a  great  part  of  the  essays  here 
pablished  are  not  concerned  with  mathematics ;  they  are  given  forth 
to  the  general  world  as  the  sum  and  sense  of  this  man's  existence  in 
it,  and  the  light  he  had  for  it.  Even  in  that  point  of  view  we  will 
not  take  them  as  a  text  for  theological  argument,  but  we  may  permit 
ourselves  to  point  out — matters  more  within  our  sphere — ^not  only  the 
character  of  the  man  as  here  disclosed,  but  his  attitude  in  respect  to 
the  greatest  and  most  important  of  those  influences  which  have 
shaped  all  our  lives  in  England  as  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Pollock's  biography  is  very  brief  and  gives  little  detail. 
There  were  few  events  to  record.  The  man  he  knew  was  entered  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  so  short  time  since  as  1863,  all  the 
earlier  events  of  his  life  being  unknown,  it  would  seem,  to  the  friends 
of  his  maturity.  He  seems  from  the  first  to  have  been  one  of  those 
men  whom  no  waywardness  of  mind,  no  perversity  of  any  kind,  warped 
out  of  the  way  of  success  which  his  talent  merited.  He  made  his 
mark  at  once,  and  acquired  the  most  satisfiictory  position  which  a 
young  man  of  science  could  desire.  If  the  rewards  of  that  at  present 
most  popular  sphere  of  research  are  not  golden,  they  are  at  least  of 
the  most  flattering  description  ;  and  Clifford  had,  by  common  report, 
a  character  so  amiable,  and  manners  so  attractive,  that  his  social 
success  was  imiversal.  He  was  Second  Wrangler  in  the  Tripos  of  1 867, 
though  his  biographer  describes  him  as  having  ^  omitted  most  of  the 
things  he  ought  to  have  read,  and  read  everything  he  ought  not  to 
have  read ' — an  encouraging  example  for  future  students.  He  got  his 
fellowship  a  year  after,  and  in  a  short  time  was  appointed  to  a 
professorship  at  University  College,  London.  In  a  few  years  more 
he  became  a  Fellow  of  the  Eoyal  Society :  all  this  before  he  was 
thirty.  So  that  his  success  was  complete  and  entirely  according, 
one  would  suppose,  to  his  own  ideal  of  a  desirable  life.  He  was  not 
rich,  yet  he  was  not  so  poor  as  to  be  kept  firom  marrying;  and  he  had 
the  best  of  society  and  many  fiiends.  Thus  *  life  was  worth  living,' 
in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  words,  to  the  youDg  Professor.    Of  his 
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mental  history  in  the  same  period  his  Mend  tells  us  little.  He 
began  at  Cambridge  as  a  High  Churchman,  but  by  the  time  he  had 
come  to  be  one  of  the  oracles  of  society  he  was  a  Positivist  (as  we 
judge  from  many  of  his  discourses),  or  an  Agnostic,  according  to  the 
fine  phraseology  of  the  day :  an  Atheist,  to  use  a  word  which  even  to 
ourselves  in  using  it  sounds  harsh,  but  which  Clifford  would  not  have 
found  so.  He  had  in  himself  more  than  the  courage  of  his  opinions ; 
he  had  an  audacity  in  them,  a  defiant  and  gay  bumptiousness,  to  use 
a  slang  expression,  in  throwing  them  abroad,  and  pelting  them  in  the 
faces  of  the  otherwise-minded,  which  is  very  characteristic  of  his  sect 
at  the  present  day.  Nothing  has  more  changed  in  the  contemporary 
world  than  the  attitude  of  believers  and  non-believers  to  each  other. 
Formerly  it  was  we  upon  the  other  side  who  were  defiant ;  now  we 
recognise,  with  a  smile^  that  it  is  we  who  have  become  tolerant,  who 
are  polite,  who  impute  no  motives ;  while  the  unbeliever  waves  his 
\  flag  in  the  air,  and  denounces  us  all  as  fools  and  tyrants  and  traitors — 
enemies  of  the  human  race  if  sincere ;  pitiful  sneaks  if  we  take  our 
belief  for  granted.  The  change  is  worth  noting,  whatever  it  may 
mean.  And,  among  all  these  light-hearted  assailants  of  the  Christian 
side,  Clifford  was  one  of  the  most  daring.  He  rang  the  challenge 
of  his  spear  on  every  man's  shield,  and  swaggered  about  the  lists  with 
shouts  of  defiance.  Whatever  he  might  be  in  other  respects,  here  he 
was  dogmatic,  arrogant,  full  of  large  assertion.  It  may  be  said,  perhaps, 
that  it  was  on  these  points  he  felt  most  strongly ;  yet  it  entirely  goes 
against  the  perfection  of  a  man's  character  to  express  himself  intem- 
perately  even  on  the  points  on  which  he  feels  most.  And  the  more 
serious  a  question  is,  the  more  utterly  out  of  plaoe  are  the  hot  blasts  of 
personal  opinion,  the  sweeping  assertions  which  break,  here  and  there, 
into  all  his  arguments.  This  is  indeed  the  point  on  which  we  have  meet 
to  say  about  Professor  Clifford,  not  only  in  his  own  person,  but  as  a 
member  of  a  very  much-heard,  voluble,  and  occasionally  eloquent  class. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  before  we  make  any  further  reference  to  this 
attitude,' we  may  first  make  the  reader,  who  does  not  already  know  Pro- 
fessor Clifford,  acquainted  with  the  affectionate  enthusiasm  of  his 
friend's  account  of  him.  Nothing  can  be  higher  than  the  estimate  of  his 
character,  of  which  the  following  sentences  are  the  key-note : — 

It  is  an  open  secret  to  the  few  who  know  it,  but  a  mystery  and 
a  stumbling  block  to  the  many,  that  sdenoe  and  poetry  are  own  sisterB, 
inasmuch  that  in  those  branches  of  scientific  inquiry  which  ajre  most 
abstract,  most  formal,  and  most  remote  from  the  grasp  of  the  ordinary 
sensible  imagination,  a  higher  power  of  imagination  akin  to  that  of  tJi^ 
poet  is  most  needed  and  most  firuitful  of  lasting  work.  This  living  and 
constructive  energy  projects  itself  out  into  the  world  at  the  same  time 
that  it  assimilates  the  surrounding  world  to  itself.  When  it  is  joined  with 
quick  perceptions  and  delicate  sympathies,  it  can  work  the  miracle  of 
piercing  the  barrier  that  separates  one  mind  from  another,  and  becomes  a 
personal  charm.  It  can  be  known  only  by  its  operation,  and  is  by  its  very 
nature  incommunicable  and  indescribable.  Yet  this  faculty,  when  a  man  is 
gifted  with  it,  seems  to  gather  up  the  best  of  his  life,  so  that  the  man 
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always  transcends  every  work  shapen  and  sent  fofth  by  him  :  his  presence  is 
full  of  ity  and  it  lightens  the  air  his  friends  breathe ;  it  commands  not  vital 
assent  to  propositionB  or  intellectual  acquiescence  in  arguments,  but  the 
conviction  of  being  in  the  sphere  of  a  vital  force  for  which  nature  must 
make  room. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  speak  of  the  most  perfect  of  mortal 
minds  in  higher  terms  than  these.  That  a  man  should  have  impressed 
sach  a  conception  of  his  character  upon  one  who  knew  him  well  is  of 
itself  a  kind  of  evidence  in  his  favour  which  will  aflFect  all  impartial 
hearers.  Mr.  Pollock,  however,  makes  his  friend's  clearness  of  intellect 
more  comprehensible  in  an  illustration  which  follows  than  could 
be  done  by  any  panegyric.  He  had  himself  been,  he  tells  us, 
*  not  a  little  exercised '  lay  a  certain  theorem  which  troubled  him 
much. 

The  chain  of  symbolic  proof  seemed  artificial  and  dead ;  it  compelled 
the  understanding,  but  falLBd  to  satisfy  the  reason.  After  reading  and 
learning  the  proposition  one  Mled  to  see  what  it  was  all  about.  Being  out 
for  a  walk  with  Clifibrd,  I  opened  my  perplexities  to  him.  I  think  I  can 
recall  the  very  spot.  What  he  said  I  do  not  remember  in  detail,  which  is  not 
surprising,  as  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  remember  anything  about  Ivory's 
Theorem  these  twelve  years.  But  I  know  that  as  he  spoke  he  appeared 
not  to  be  working  out  a  question  but  simply  telling  what  he  saw.  With- 
out any  diagram  or  symbolic  aid  he  described  the  geometrical  conditions  on 
which  the  solution  depended,  and  they  seemed  to  stand  out  visibly  in  space. 
There  were  no  longer  consequences  to  be  deducted,  but  real  and  evident 
foots  which  only  required  to  be  seen. 

This  power  of  exposition  cannot  of  course  be  transferred  to  the 
pages  of  a  book.  We  do  not  think  that  any  similar  impression  will 
be  made  upon  the  mind  of  the  reader  who  turns  from  this  glowing 
description  to  the  essays  and  lectures  that  follow ;  but  that  is  natural 
enough.  While  Mr.  Pollock  bears  this  testimony  to  the  mind  and 
intellectual  powers  of  his  friend,  he  makes  us  but  little  acquainted 
with  his  personal  Hfe.  *A  soul  eager  for  new  mastery,  and  ever 
looking  forward,  cares  little  to  dwell  upon  the  past,'  he  says  grandly, 
by  way  of  explaining  that  Clifford  did  not  speak  of  his  earlier  years ; 
and  we  are  1^  altogether  in  the  dark  as  to  the  causes  which  trans- 
formed him  from  ^an  ardent  High  Churchman'  into  an  equally 
ardent  antagonist  not  only  of  High  Churchism  but  of  Christianity. 
Perhaps  it  is  easier  to  jump  from  one  extreme  to  another  than  to 
make  a  change  less  radical,  and  the  mind  which  in  youthful  haste 
and  eagerness  believes  and  accepts-too  much  may  be  more  likely  in  the 
conclusion,  being  still  young,  eager,  and  hasty,  to  believe  too  little, 
or  indeed  nothing  at  all.  But  we  have  no  evidence  on  this  point, 
nor  any  information — though  it  would  have  been  interesting  to 
know,  considering  how  warmly  theological  questions  are  discussed 
in  his  productions,  and  how  keen  his  feeling  was  in  respect  to 
them.  What  we  learn  besides  about  his  college  career  was  that 
he  was  a  great  athlete,  though  not  in  the  ordinarily  recognised  ways. 
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He  was  a  gymnast,  not  a  cricketer  or  boating  man,  and  as  mnch 
more  pleased  with  bis  reputation  in  this  kind  than  with  his  intellec- 
tual reputation,  as  it  is  the  fashion  for  a  young  Englishman  to  be. 
*  Few  words  will  suflBce  to  set  down  the  remaining  feits  of  CHifford's 
life,  or  what  we  are  accustomed  to  caU  fects,*  Mr.  Pollock  says, 
^  because  they  can  be  dated  and  made  equally  known  to  everybody,  as 
if  that  made  them  more  real  than  the  passages  and  events  which,  in 
truth,  decide  the  issues  of  life  and  fix  the  courses  of  a  man's  work.' 
We  have  no  more  foith  in  &cts  than  Mr.  Pollock  has,  yet  it  is  hard  to 
do  without  them  when  you  are  writing  or  reading  biography,  especially 
as  we  have  no  private  knowledge  of  the  ^passages  and  events'  dis- 
tinct from  fEkcts,  which  <  decided  the  issues '  of  this  man's  life.  There 
were  few  enough  of  these  facts  imfortunately  to  record.  His  fellow- 
ship, his  professorship,  his  election  to  the  Boyal  Society,  his  marriage, 
a  few  details  of  his  maimer  of  working  are  all  the  meagre  record  holds. 
In  the  latter  respect  he  was  imprudent,  as  many  others,  perhaps  most 
other  men  of  sindlar  pursuits,  have  been.  Sometimes  he  would  throw 
off  an  article  or  a  lecture  at  a  sitting,  writing  all  through  the  night : 
not  an  unparalleled  performance  by  any  means,  but  one  to  which  his 
constitution  was  not  equal.  And  he  was  full  of  gaiety  and  cheerful- 
ness, with  ^  an  inexhaustible  store  of  merriment  at  aU  times :  not 
merely  a  keen  perception  of  the  ludicrous,  but  an  ever  fresh  gaiety 
and  gladness  in  the  common  pleasures  of  life.'  ^  It  was  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  be  depressed  in  his  company,'  Mr.  Pollock  adds,  and  he  kept 
his  cheerfulness  to  the  end.  When  this  happy  and  bright  and  strong 
life  was  overclouded  with  illness,  no  wonder  that  the  young  man 
refused  to  believe  it,  and  would  not  take  care,  or  give  up  his  blame- 
less  irregularities  and  turning  of  night  into  day.  When  he  got  his 
six  months'  leave  of  absence  to  get  himself  mended  and  set  to  rights, 
as  was  hoped,  he  took  advantage  of  it  ^  reluctantly  and  almost  indig- 
nantly.' *  His  repugnance  was  like  that  of  a  wounded  soldier  who 
thinks  himself  di^onoured  if  he  quits  the  field  while  his  limbs  can 
bear  him.'  There  is  nothing  in  his  life  which  recommends  him  more 
to  our  sympathies ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  had  to  go,  and  was  but  little 
the  better  of  it.  Then  for  a  year  or  two  longer  he  kept  up  that  heart- 
sickening  struggle,  sent  from  place  to  place  by  anxious  friends  and 
well-meaning  doctors,  as  alas,  so  many  others  have  been  before  him, 
and  as  so  many  others  would  be  were  the  means  of  that  forlorn  quest 
for  health  possible  to  them.  Whether  it  is  ever  of  much  efficacy,  or 
if  it  would  not  be  better  and  kinder  to  let  the  sufferer  linger  out  the 
appointed  time  and  die  at  home,  those  who  have  had  experience  of 
such  cases  may  be  permitted  to  question.  Poor  Clifford  was  taken  to 
Madeira  at  last,  when  so  ill  that  his  friends  hardly  expected  him  to 
live  out  the  voyage, — a  questionable  kindness ;  but  though  this  could 
not  save  him,  it  at  least  *  enabled  him  to  spend  his  last  days  in  ease 
and  comparative  enjoyment.'  In  March  last  he  died,  aged  only 
thirty-four,  not  having  yet  attained  the  mid-period  of  life,  but  brave 
and  cheerfal  and  in  full  command  of  himself  and  his  faculties  to  the 
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last.  It  is  evidently  with  a  little  natural  awe,  as  also  with  some  not 
unnatural  bravado,  that  Mr.  Pollock  records  this  fact,  not  able 
altogether  to  put  away  a  certain  ache  of  wonder,  as  well  as  pride  and 
satisfaction  in  the  brave  front  which  his  ftiend  showed  to  the  last 
enemy.  Strange  problem  that  something  in  that  dying  man  should 
be  so  strong  while  all  the  rest  was  so  weak,  one  part  of  him  so  vigor- 
ous, manly,  and  alive,  while  all  else  was  dying  1  yet  all  to  die  together, 
the  mind  which  felt  no  sickness  and  knew  no  foiling,  as  well  as  the 
body  which  was  dropping  to  pieces.  If  they  are  right  in  their  theory, 
what  contradiction  is  so  strange  as  this?  Here  is  Mr.  Pollock's 
tremulous  yet  exultant  trumpet-note  over  this  last  feat  of  mortal 
courage: 

Far  be  it  from  me,  as  it  was  far  from  him,  to  grudge  to  any  man  or 
woman  the  hope  or  oomfort  that  may  be  found  in  sincere  expectation  of  a 
better  life  to  come.  But  let  this  be  set  down  and  remembered,  plainly 
and  openly,  for  the  instruction  and  rebuke  of  those  who  &tncy  their  dogmas 
have  a  monopoly  of  happiness,  and  will  not  face  the  fact  that  there  are  true 
men,  ay,  and  women,  to  whom  the  dignity  of  manhood  and  the  fellowship 
of  this  life,  undazzled  by  the  magic  of  any  revelation,  unholpen  of  any  pro- 
mises holdmg  out  aught  as  higher  or  more  enduring  than  the  fruition  of 
human  love  and  the  fulfilment  of  human  duties,  are  sufficient  to  bear  the 
weight  of  both  life  and  death.  Here  was  a  man  who  utterly  dismissed 
from  his  thoughts  as  being  improfitable  or  worse  all  speculations  on  a  future 
or  unseen  world :  a  man  to  whom  Hfe  was  holy  and  precious,  a  thing  not  to 
be  despised,  but  to  be  used  with  joyfulness  :  a  soul  full  of  life  and  light, 
ever  longing  for  activity,  ever  counting  what  was  achieved  as  not  worthy  to 
be  reckoned  in  comparison  of  what  was  left  to  do.  And  this  is  the  witness 
of  his  ending,  that,  as  never  man  loved  life  more,  so  never  man  feared  death 
less. 

The  end  of  a  good  and  brave  man  is  always  a  great  spectacle,  but 
we  do  not  see  the  need  for  this  solenm  flourish.  Did  not  every 
manly  Greek  of  the  classic  times,  from  which  more  than  from  any 
period  more  recent,  men  of  Cliflford's  kind  in  the  present  day  hold 
their  traditions,  do  the  same?  and  every  stout-hearted  savage 
imd  with  still  more  composure,  the  men  of  China  and  Japan? 
Is  it  only  the  conscious  existence  close  by  of  that  Christian  hope 
in  which  Mr.  Pollock  strenuously  does  not  believe,  that  makes  him  assert 
with  such  eagerness  as  a  wonderful  and  startling  thing  his  friend's 
independence  of  and  superiority  to  it  ?  It  is  veiy  hard,  no  doubt, 
to  shake  off  that  consciousness :  still,  now  that  the  separation  from 
everything  Christian  has  gone  so  far,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  tell 
us  that  a  man  who  within  the  same  volume  denounces  Christianity 
as  an  agency  destructive  and  corrupting,  was  able  to  die  as  bravely 
without  it  as  he  might  have  been  expected  to  do  with  its  aid.  Here 
Nature  has  been  a  traitor  to  fiEdth. 

This  curious  mistake,  however,  is  not  to  be  laid  to  Clifford's 
charge ;  and  the  few  details  we  have  here  preserved  set  him  before  us 
as  a  lovable  and  vigorous  human  creature,  full  of  impetuosity  and 
energy,  and  that  desirable  certainty  of  being  right  which  is  as  good 
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as  an  estate  to  a  man ;  but  also  not  good  as  leading  him  to  say  and 
do  many  things  which  better  judgment  would  wish  unsaid  and 
undone.  We  may  note  one  or  two  instances  before  passing  on  to 
the  examples  in  the  Essays  and  Lectures,  of  the  way  in  which  Qifford's 
antipathy  to  Christianity  impaired  his  own  power  of  judging,  and 
clipped  off,  so  to  speak,  essential  parts  of  his  mind,  narrowing  and 
vulgarising  the  man  even  in  the  midst  of  his  highest  assumptions. 

Mr.  Pollock,  however,  we  may  say  by  way  of  a  digression,  has 
evidently  not  been  happy  in  his  selection  of  the  letters  which  are 
quoted  here.  Of  these  he  tells  us  that  Clifford  would  now  and  tiien 
^  throw  himself  completely  into  his  letters ;  and  then  his  desoriptiona 
were  so  ftiU  of  life  and  colour  that  they  might  well  be  taken  as 
models  by  any  one  minded  to  study  the  art  of  correspondence^  not 
uncommonly  alleged  to  be  lost  since  the  introduction  of  cheap  and  rapid 
communications.'  If  this  is  so,  it  is  a  pity  that  some  of  these  models 
should  not  have  been  chosen  to  be  presented  here  instead  of  the 
entirely  unremarkable  performances  which  are  given.  Take  this 
for  an  instance  :  it  is  an  account  of  a  tour  while  the  writer  was  still 
in  good  health : 

At  Honfleur  a  surprising  meal — hoiwUon^  MeUtteM^  vin — till  we  were 
roaring  drunk  for  sevenpence-halfpenny  each.  Then  various  towns  in 
Normandy  which  I  have  hopelessly  mixed  up.  '  Lisieuz  ^tait— on  ne  pent 
plus  s'imaginer— d^lideux.*  This  is  Crotch's  abominable  pun.  There  was 
a  fcdr  at  Mans  and  we  nearly  broke  the  merry-go-round.  At  Tours  we 
caused  two  mild  priests  /aire  tigne  de  eraix  by  suddenly  flapping  out  'La 
Eappel '  and  '  La  Libert^ '  from  our  bag  on  the  ramparts.  But  Angoulftme  f 
—everybody  must  go  there  at  once  and  stay  several  years.  It  is  too  lovely. 
You  walk  under  trees  all  round  on  the  top  of  the  walls  and  see  miles  of 
Caronne  and  vines.  It  was  fite-Dieu  about  the  time  we  got  to  Bordeaux 
and  Bayonne,  and  all  the  little  dears  were  in  white  for  their  first  Communion. 
Then  came  troubles.  There  were  no  boats.  We  got  by  rail  to  San  Sebastian, 
which  indeed  is  sweetly  pretty :  so  that  I  was  moved  even  to  try  to  sketch 
the  Plaza  Beale — such  is  the  audacity  of  some.  .  .  .  Here  we  have  hired  a 
garret  near  the  sky  and  live  charmingly  on  five  francs  a  day  ;  this  is  accom- 
plished chiefly  by  hiring  a  cheap  bed  and  not  eating  anything.  All  day  long 
we  catch  butterflies  and  sketch.  Sometimes  we  go  to  a  tabh  d*h6te  :  where 
besides  the  ordinary  fare  Crotch  finds,  sortie  du  flcmc  d^Adam  c^teletU 
funeste-^  young  lady  who  won't  speak  to  me  when  he  is  by.  But  our  great 
adventure  is  the  Pic  du  Midi,  close  by  the  top  of  which  is  an  hdtellerie  con- 
taining (in  the  guide  book)  ham  and  eggs  and  people  to  cook  them,  but  (in 
£act  and  at  this  time  of  the  year)  not  a  living  soul  and  three  inches  of  candle.' 

And  so  on — a  pleasant  enough  schoolboy  sort  of  letter,  which 
might  very  well  be  read  with  indulgent  laughter  and  shaking  of  the 
head  by  an  easy  mother  who  did  not  mind  slang,  but  which,  as  a 
model  of  correspondence,  is  too  absurd  to  be  thought  of. 

This,  however,  is  by  the  way.  What  we  had  intended  to  remark 
was  one  or  two  instances  from  these  letters  of  the  narrowing  power  of 
prejudice  and  antipathy  which  brings  a  select  and  fine  mind  like 
Clifford's  down  to  the  level  of  the  contracted  and  ignorant.    In  one 
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-of  his  more  serious  letters,  beginning  with  the  remark  that  \  this 
-country  (Spain)  requires  to  be  colonised  by  the  white  man,'  the  young 
Professor  permits  himself  to  speak  of '  Spain,  the  middle  and  south  of 
Italy,  and  Ghreeoe,'  as  '  countries  where  the  population  consists  chiefly 
of  habitual  thieves  and  liars,  who  are  willing  opportunely  to  become 
assassins  for  a  small  sum.'  Now  had  this  been  said — as  it  might  very 
well  be  said,  though  probably  not  in  such  strong  language — by  a 
<k>ok's  excursionist,  it  would  depend  upon  the  temper  of  the  reader 
whether  he  would  receive  it  with  laughter  as  just  the  sort  of  thing 
to  be  expected  from  the  prejudice  and  folly  of  Britannic  self-conceit^ 
or  storm  at  the  despicable  cockneyism  which  was  at  once  so  impu- 
dent and  so  blind.  We  wonder  whether  such  sweeping  and  foolish 
vituperation  of  a  large  portion  of  the  human  race  becomes  less 
objectionable  and  more  dignified  when  it  is  inspired  by  a  hatred  of 
Christianity,  as  supposed  to  influence  these  nations,  and  not  by  mere 
ignorance  of  them,  and  insular  prejudice  against  all  development  of 
-character  unlike  our  own  ?  We  have  heard  something  like  the  same 
verdict  (but,  as  we  have  already  said,  not  so  strong)  given  by  hasty 
travellers,  even  above  the  excursionist  level,  whose  sole  knowledge  of 
Italy,  for  instance,  was  summed  up  in  the  person  of  the  valtt  de  place, 
who  had  no  doubt  fleeced  and  laughed  at  them.  But  this  is  not  the 
sort  of  judgment  we  expect  from  an  accomplished  and  thoughtful 
mind.  It  may  be  said  that  it  is  unfair  to  take  the  flippant  and 
ha^ty  sentiment  of  a  letter  dashed  ofT,  perhaps,  in  some  greasy  inn, 
where  bad  cooking  and  bad  smells  had  aff^ted  the  writer's  temper, 
as  a  real  expression  of  the  meaning  which  was  in  him ;  but  as  this  is 
deliberately  chosen  as  one  of  some  dozen  letters  intended  to  convey 
a  clear  view  of  the  writer's  character,  and  perhaps  to  be  accepted  by 
us  as  models  of  correspondence,  that  objection  cannot  be  entertained. 
To  show  on  what  ground  it  is  that  Professor  Cliflford  thus  sweeps  out 
of  all  human  respect  and  consideration  the  countrymen  of  Cervantes 
and  Dante,  of  Murillo  and  Raphael,  and  those  who  tread  the  classic 
soil  and  inherit  the  classic  names  of  Greece,  we  will  quote  the  entire 
passage  as  it  stands  : — 

I  don't  understand  why  one  is  expected  to  be  polite  and  reticent 
about  the  distinction  between  the  Hebrew  piety  and  Roman  universalism 
attributed  to  Jesus  and  Paul,  and  the  ecclesiastical  system  which  is  only 
powerful  over  men's  lives  in  Spain,  the  middle  and  south  of  Italy,  and 
Oreece — countries  where  the  population  consists  chiefly  of  habitual  thieves 
and  liars,  who  are  willing  opportunely  to  become  assassins  for  a  small  sum. 
I  suppose  it  frightens  people  to  be  told  that  historical  Christianity  as  a 
social  system  invariably  makes  men  wicked  when  it  has  full  swing.  Then 
I  think  the  sooner  they  are  well  frightened  the  better. 

The  object,  we  suppose,  of  the  reproduction  of  the  letter  is  to 
accomplish  this  frightening  process  to  such  degree  as  may  be  possible. 
It  is  a  pity  Mr.  Pollock  could  not  have  done  this  without  throwing 
the  appearance  of  the  pettiest  Chauvinism  which  ever  made  a  French 
Spicier  laughable  over  one  whom  we  would  willingly  have  accepted 
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as  enlightened  and  generous  and  liberal-minded,  notwithstanding^ 
our  total  difference  with  him  in  belief  and  opinion.  The  man  wha 
can  go  about  the  world,  as  to  some  extent  Clifford  did,  meeting 
other  men  and  women  at  every  turn  in  all  those  natural  charities 
which  few  of  us  who  have  done  so  can  refrain  from  accepting  at 
the  hand  of  many  a  kindly  simple  Italian,  or  Spaniard,  or  even  Greek 
— ^though  in  respect  to  this  latter,  knowledge  fidls  us — and  come  back 
and  libel  them  indiscriminately  as  *  thieves  and  liars,  willing  to  become 
assassins  for  a  small  sum,'  is  either  a  prejudiced  fool,  incapable  of 
reason,  which  Clifford  certainly  was  not,  or  a  traitor  to  humanity, 
which  is  the  last  thing  he  would  have  consented  to  be.  We  believe 
that  he  was  neither  of  these,  but  a  rash  and  inunature  young  man, 
transported  out  of  himself  by  hatred  of  a  religion  which  perhaps  he 
did  not  entirely  understand,  and  thus  made,  without  meaning  it,, 
a  cruel  and  imjust  judge  of  and  false  witness  against  his  brother. 
We  do  not  say  anything  about  the  reasonableness  of  entertaining,  or 
the  good  taste  of  expressing,  this  mad  and  furious  antipathy  against 
the  system  more  dear  than  anything  else  in  the  world  to  so  many  of 
the  race  ;  for  our  own  part  we  are  willing  to  pass  it  over ;  and  it  is 
the  fiEtshion  of  the  day  to  take  it  rather  as  a  proof  of  mental 
superiority  than  a  breach  of  all  the  traditions  of  mutual  tolerance ;  but 
when  this  blind  rage  is  permitted  to  confuse  the  conunon  rules  of 
justice  and  charity,  and  to  produce  all  the  effects  of  ignorance  and 
the  narrowest  prejudice  on  the  minds  of  those  who  are  sheeted  by  it, 
the  spectator  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  acquiesce,  however  such 
acquiescence  may  be  the  &shion.  It  may  be  of  no  moment  to  anyone 
but  himself  whether  a  professor  of  mathematics  and  pet  lectiu-er 
of  &shionable  audiences  should  be  a  Christian  or  not,  but  it  is  a  pity 
to  see  him,  by  reason  of  his  non-Christianity,  placing  himself  on  the 
same  level  as  the  travelling  bagman  or  ignorant  Cockney  out  upon  a 
*  tower.' 

But  if  this  kind  of  inhuman  generalisation  is  contrary  to  the 
higher  spirit  of  the  time,  it  is  still  more  contrary  to  it  to  be  ignorant 
of  and  unaffected  by  art.  The  art  education  of  England  has  made 
immense  strides,  in  words,  at  least,  within  recent  generations.  It  is 
not  permitted  to  a  man  of  education  nowadays,  no,  nor  to  a  woman, 
as  Mr.  Pollock  would  say,  to  be  ignorant  of  what  is  fine,  or  not 
to  admire  what  is  admirable.  Here,  however,  is  what  Professor 
Clifford  sajrs  about  the  architecture  of  which  we  are  all  so  proud.  He 
is  speaking  of  the  Alhambra,  of  which  he  tells  us  that  *  it  seems  to 
me  to  want  the  touch  of  barbarism  which  hangs  about  all  Gt)thic 
buildings.'  ^  One  thinks  in  a  cathedral,'  he  adds — and  once  more  his 
friend  has  thought  it  well  to  separate  this  expression  of  opinion  from 
all  rash  chance  sayings,  and  preserve  it  as  worthy  remark,  *  that 
since  somebody  has  chosen  to  make  it,  it  is  no  doubt  a  very  fine  thing 
in  its  way,  but  that,  being  a  sane  man,  one  would  not  make  anyHiing 
like  it  for  any  reasonable  purpose.'  Now  this  is  an  opinion  which, 
he  could  conscientiously  entertain  it,  would  be  very  convenient  for  a 
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nineteenth  century  architect,  who  has  proved  himself,  by  sore  experi- 
ment, quite  incapable  of  building  *  anything  like  it.'  But  for  a  man  of 
that  culture,  which  in  these  days  so  largely  embraces  art,  it  is  a  rash 
statement.  Those  be  'the  fanes  of  useless  prayer'  of  which  the 
Laureate  speaks,  but  we  did  not  know  that  anyone  had  ventured  yet, 
out  of  dislike  for  their  use,  to  scoflf  at  these  noblest  monuments  of 
northern  antiquity.  Few  people  for  the  last  thousand  years  have 
thought  much  of  the  gods  of  Olympus,  but  the  temples  of  Psestum, 
for  instance,  have  never  been  despised  on  that  accoimt,  nor  has  the 
building  of  such  wonderful  and  solemn  edifices  ever  been  considered 
a  thing  unlikely  to  fire  the  ambition  of  any  sane  man.  Thus,  once 
^ain,  theological  opinion  is  made  to  rob  the  mind  of  part  of  its 
inheritance,  and  place  the  observer,  for  whom  all  the  centuries  have 
toiled  to  instruct  and  train  him,  on  the  level  of  the  uneducated  and 
ignorant  who  have  had  no  trainiug  as  all. 

These  curious  indications  of  fanaticism  turning  up  in  a  sphere 
where  we  least  expected  to  find  them,  are  visible,  it  is  scarcely 
needful  to  say,  with  still  stronger  emphasis  in  the  formal  teachings, 
the  Lectures  and  Essays  which  follow  this  biography.  This  is 
reasonable,  for  the  dogmas  by  which  a  man  holds  have  the  most 
natural  place  in  his  authoritative  utterances ;  and  Professor  Clifibrd's 
subjects  are  almost  all  of  a  character  which  lead  him,  if  not  to 
questions  of  religion,  at  least  to  that  debatable  ground  where 
•every  question  which  is  brought  under  discussion  may  be  so  treated 
as  to  involve  the  principles  of  human  thought,  and  all  the  origins  of 
sentiment  and  feeling.  We  do  not  enter  upon  the  consider^ttion  of 
these  utterances  with  any  intention  of  argument — this  is  not  the  place 
for  controversy;  nor  is  it  the  fact  of  his  opposition  to  the  teachings 
of  Christianity  which  we  find  fault  with ;  that  is  his  own  afiair.  It 
is  the  manner  of  treating  these  subjects,  and  the  tone  which  is 
assumed  in  respect  to  them,  to  which  we  object.  Time  was  when  per- 
sonal discussion  was  enlivened  with  calling  of  names  and  the  imputing 
of  every  bad  motive  which  can  exist  in  the  most  depraved  minds. 
The  habit  holds  still  in  the  lower  levels  of  society,  and  there  are  traces 
of  the  revival  of  this  among  other  literary  methods  in  the  new  order 
of  journals  which  are  characteristic  of  our  generation.  '  Sir,  you  are 
a  base,  servile  wretch,'  says  one  of  the  lights  of  joinnalism  to 
another;  *only  a  vain,  vulgar  snob,  pufiFed  up  with  the  conceit  of 
wealth  like  you,  could,'  &c.  &c.  *  I  confess  it  is  difficult  to  know 
what  to  do  with  a  sneaking  dastard  of  your  description.'  All  these 
little  elegances  of  phraseology  are  apparently  creeping  in  again  to  the 
writing  of  the  day ;  though  they  have  been  banished  for  a  long  time 
from  anything  that  has  a  right  to  call  itself  literature.  But  we 
•doubt  whether  it  is  an  improvement  upon  this  practice  to  be  civil  to 
a  man's  personality,  and  abusive  to  those  great  ideas  which  he 
believes  in,  and  which  are  probably  more  dear  and  precious  to  him 
than  anything  belonging  to  his  personal  being.  Thus,  when  Pro- 
fessor CiiflFord  goes  to  the  very  source  of  all  things,  and  denounces 
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*  the  doctrine  of  a  destiny,  or  a  Providence  outside  of  us  overruling^ 
human  efforts,  and  guiding  history  to  a  for^;one  conclusion,'  as  an 
immoral  doctrine,  he  is  simply  calHng  names  like  the  culprits  of  the 
law  of  libel.  ^  I  do  think,'  he  says,  with  a  sweeping  force  of  assertion  of 
which  neither  does  he  offer  any  proof,  nor  couldhe,  without  giving  up  the 
immediate  subject  of  his  discourse,  attempt  to  verify,  that,  ^  if  it  is 
right  to  call  any  doctrine  immoral,  it  is  right  so  to  call  this  doc- 
trine, when  we  remember  how  often  it  has  paralysed  the  efforts  of 
those  who  were  climbing  honestly  up  the  hiUside  towards  the  light 
and  right,  and  how  often  it  has  nerved  the  sacrilegious  arm  of  the 
fetnatio  or  the  adventurer  who  was  conspiring  against  society.'  Now^. 
if  such  a  statement  as  this  in  respect  to  any  other  agency  were 
made,  in  the  House  of  Conmions  for  example,  the  speaker  would  be 
stopped  by  shouts  from  every  side  of  *  question '  and  '  name.'  What 
man  of  all  men  has  been  stopped  while  climbing  honestly  up  the 
hillside,  by  the  doctrine  of  Providence  ?  The  ^sacrilegious  arm  of  the 
fEmatic '  has  so  many  meanings,  that  we  do  not  ask  what  is  intended 
by  the  expression — which  to  ourselves  represents  Professor  Clifford 
as  much  or  more  than  any  one  else  we  can  think  of — but  who  is  the 
honest  man  who  has  been  stopped  in  his  career  by  the  belief  that 

There's  a  divinity  doth  shape  our  ends 
Rough  hew  them  how  we  will  I 

Such  an  assertion  has  nothing  to  do  with  a  scientific  argument.  It 
is  as  little  capable  of  proof  as  the  wildest  of  theological  theories^ 
nor  is  it  in  the  least  necessary  to  a  sober  discussion  of  the  existence  or 
non-existence  of  a  power  unseen  and  outside  of  man.  ^  It  is  the 
business  of  the  seeker  after  truth  to  find  out  whether  a  propositi(m 
is  true  or  not,  and  not  what  are  the  moral  consequences  which  may 
be  expected  to  follow,'  he  says ;  and  in  the  next  sentence,  without 
stopping  to  draw  breath,  flings  this  handful  of  mud,  caught  up  by 
the  way,  in  the  face  of  God,  with  a  gratuitous  insult  and  accusatioD^ 
entirely  beyond  the  reach  of  proof. 

We  are  tempted  to  pause  here,  however,  on  our  own  account,  to 
wonder  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  general  mind  if  these 
opinions  were  adopted  by  humanity  at  large.  Would  all  the  literature 
of  the  past  be  superseded  and  superannuated  like  the  sacred  books  and 
religious  theories  of  worn-out  Christianity  ?  Those  great  literatures 
which  are  the  most  precious  part  of  the  inheritance  our  others  have 
bequeathed  to  us,  with  what  eyes  would  the  generations  who  had 
advanced  beyond  all  the  principles  expressed  in  them  look  upon 
those  unchanging  witnesses  to  another  state  of  things  ?  Even  the 
words  which  have  risen  so  naturally  to  our  lips  as  describing  the 
action  of  that  which  Professor  Clifford  denounces  as  an  inmioral 
doctrine,  how  do  they  sound  to  the  ears  of  those  who  believe  with 
him  ?  These  and  a  hundred  more  are  so  woven  in  and  out  of  oar 
lives  and  memories  that  few  exercises  of  will  could  be  more  difficult 
than  the  effort  to  forget  them.    Yet  they  must  have  become  foolish- 
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ness,  and  slavish  wicked  foolishness,  to  all  who  hold  this  opinion. 
How  can  they  tolerate  even  the  austere  Muse  of  Greece  with  her 
grand  but  often  terrible  songs  of  Fate  ?  and  among  all  the  long  defile 
of  great  singers,  which  is  there  whom  the  enlightened  reader  will  be 
able  in  his  sublimest  strains  to  listen  to,  with,  at  the  best,  any- 
thing more  than  an  indulgent  contempt?  This  thought  occurs  to 
ns  simply  by  the  way,  for  no  doubt,  as  we  have  quoted  above, 
*  it  is  the  business  of  the  seeker  afl^r  truth  to  find  out  whether  a 
proposition  is  true  or  false,  and  not  what  are  the  consequences  that 
will  follow.'  But  the  confusion  that  must  arise  in  the  world  of 
imagination  makes  us  giddy  even  to  think  of  it.  How  listen  even  to 
the  musings  of  Hamlet,  that  beloved  impersonation  of  human  thought 
and  questioning ;  nay,  how  avoid  compromising  themselves  by  the 
familiar  words  which  will  steal  even  into  a  philosopher's  mouth 
unawares,  though  his  mind  has  gone  so  £Etr  beyond  them,  and  haunt 
his  ear  in  spite  of  himself?  They  must  teach  our  English  echoes 
other  music — if  they  can.  We  observe  that  Professor  Clifford  quotes 
no  poet  except  Mr.  Swinburne  and  Walt  Whitman.  His  preference 
was,  as  his  biographer  tells  us,  for  modem  poetry  ;  but  even  modem 
poetry,  save  in  a  very  few  instances,  is  full  of  the  immoral  doctrine 
against  which  he  makes  so  strenuous  a  protest.  A  man  who  walks 
about  the  world  with  the  conviction  that  most  of  his  fellow-creatures 
who  believe  in  one  particular  creed  are  thieves,  liars,  and  possible 
murderers,  whose  prejudices  so  blind  his  perceptions  that  he  thinks 
no  sane  man  would  like  to  make  anything  like  a  Gothic  cathedral, 
seems  to  us  to  narrow  inconceivably  the  universe  round  him ;  and 
when,  in  addition  to  this  cutting  off  of  human  charity  and  the  beauty 
of  art,  we  contemplate  the  superannuation  of  all  literature  which  is 
involved  in  his  sweeping  intolerance  and  contempt  of  the  old  lines 
of  thought  and  articles  of  fidth,  we  are  appall^  by  the  scrap  of 
standing  ground  which  he  leaves  himself.  All  earth  and  heaven 
contracted  into — let  us  say,  to  take  the  highest  image  possible— a 
Boyal  Society  of  everlasting  discussion,  research,  and  an  enthusiastic 
weU-dressed  audience  three  times  a  week.  It  says  a  great  deal  for 
the  comforting  effects  of  enthusiasm  and  the  thick-skinnedness  of 
nature  that  the  philosopher  in  question  never  seems  to  have  felt  this 
contraction.  Perhaps,  indeed,  we  are  more  acutely  touched  by  the 
penalties  involved  in  his  view  of  human  things,  as  he  is  by  ours,  than 
either  of  us  is  with  those  that  belong  to  ourselves.  Still  the 
adoption  of  Professor  Clifford's  views  by  Sie  world  in  general  would 
have,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  an  extraordinary  effect  upon  all 
existing  literature.  To  be  thrown  upon  that  literature,  penetrated 
as  it  is  with  thoughts  and  feelings  which  are  foolish  if  not  criminal 
to  the  enlightened  mind,  and  foreign  to  all  its  habits,  for  comfort 
and  pleasure  even,  not  to  say  for  instmction,  would  be  a  curious 
experience.  The  end  would  necessarily  be  one  of  two  things: 
either  that  this  literature  would  drop  altogether,  yielding  its  place 
to  a  totally  new  development  of  genius  of  which  no  signs  have 
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yet  appeared ;  or  that  the  new  generation,  trained  firom  its  cradle  to 
non-belief,  would  re-disoover  and  fervently  throw  itself  with  all  the 
delight  of  novelty  into  the  old  Gospel,  diinly  shadowing  a  thing 
unexplainable  by  their  principles  through  all  the  poets. 

Professor  Clifford's  account  of  the  origin  of  the  idea  of  mind  as 
distinct  from  body  is  not  much  more  respectful  than  his  sentiments 
in  respect  to  Providence. 

'  If  you  eat  too  much/  he  says,  '  you  will  dream  when  you  are  asleep ; 
if  you  eat  too  little  you  will  dream  when  you  are  awake,  or  have  visions  ; 
and  those  dreams  of  savages,  whose  food  was  very  precarious,  led  them  to  a 
biological  hypothesis.  They  saw  in  those  dreams  their  fellows,  other  men, 
when  it  appeared  from  evidence  furnished  to  them  afterwards  that  those 
other  men  were  not  there  when  they  were  dreaming.  Consequent^  they 
supposed  that  the  actions  of  the  organic  body  were  caused  by  some  other 
body  which  was  not  physical  in  the  ordinary  sense,  which  was  not  made  of 
ordmary  matter,  and  this  other  body  was  called  the  SouL  Animism,  as 
Mr.  Tylor  calls  this  belief,  was  at  first  then  a  hypothesis  in  the  domain  of 
biology.  It  was  a  physical  hypothesis  to  account  for  the  peculiar  way  in 
which  living  things  went  about.' 

We  confess  that  the  phraseology  of  this  statement  is  very  myste- 
rious to  us,  and  that  we  do  not  know  what  is  meant  by  the  ^  peculiar 
way  in  which  living  things  went  about.'  But  this  is  quite  a  sub- 
sidiary matter,  the  chief  thing  being  the  very  startling  picture  of  the 
first  philosophy  thus  presented  to  us.  Fancy  a  sickly  half-starved 
savage,  lying  perhaps  in  the  sim,  trying  to  cheat  his  aching  stomach 
with  the  as  yet  uninvented  and  fallacious  proverb  qui  dort^  dine ; 
seeing  shapes  flit  before  his  filmy  eyes,  the  revenge  of  that  stomach 
for  such  ill-treatment,  and  having  the  genius  to  suppose  that  these 
hungry  spectres  meant  something  much  more  beautiful  and  elevated 
than  himself,  spirits  and  souls.  That  savage,  we  humbly  venture  to 
think,  though  Professor  Clifford  sneered  at  him,  was  worth  having  for 
an  ancestor.  If  this  was  so,  he  was  the  first  poet,  and  hunger  the 
first  inspiration.  We  have  always  thought  that  the  hard  pressure  of 
need  was  the  best  persuasion  that  could  be  addressed  to  the  creative 
intelligence,  but  we  had  not  conceived  so  admirable  a  primary  office 
for  the  stomach,  of  all  organs.  ^  We  are  such  stuff  as  dreams  are 
made  of,'  but  then  Shakspeare  does  not  scorn  the  '  biological  hypo- 
thesis '  and  Professor  Clifford  does. 

We  will  not  attempt  to  go  further  in  this  examination.  Did  we 
on  our  side  venture  to  say  that  the  curious  abstraction  of  humanity 
which  this  able  writer  speaks  of  with  a  glow  of  enthusiasm,  in  worcte 
which  are  exactly  like  those  which  Deists  employ  in  speaking  of  God, 
was  an  immoral  doctrine  or  the  half  delirious  dream  of  a  hungry 
savage,  with  what  torrents  of  noble  indignation  would  our  bigotry  be 
denounced?  Yet  such  are  the  terms  which  seem  right  and  fitting 
to  the  sect  to  which  Professor  Clifford  belonged,  when  they  speak  of 
our  dearest  faith  and  most  cherished  aspirations.  We  are  very  much 
more  in  number  than  they  are,  and  not  less  men  because  we  differ 
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with  them,  and  we  have  an  equal  right  to  have  our  faith-  re- 
-spected.  The  curious  intolerance,  arrogance,  and  insolent  contempt 
with  which  our  belief  is  treated  by  these  few  young  men  who  thus 
set  themselves  up  to  instruct  us  are  among  the  strangest  phenomena 
of  our  time.  It  is  as  if  the  child  at  our  knee  should  turn  upon  us 
and  dash  its  puny  fist  in  our  faces  and  pour  out  torrents  of  vitupera- 
tion. We  are  tsJsen  by  surprise,  and  scarcely  know  for  the  moment 
whether  to  laugh  or  be  indignant.  But  such  a  defiance  of  all  the 
nobler  courtesies  of  nature  is  no  laughing  matter.  It  has  long  ceased 
to  be  forbidden  in  England,  that  any  man  should  think  for  himself, 
or  express  his  sentiments  freely;  and  toleration  has  gone  so  fiir 
among  us  on  our  side  that  we  are  ready  to  lend  a  polite  and  defe- 
rential ear  to  any  argument  however  strongly  against  our  own  views. 
But  insult  is  not  argument,  nor  assertion  proof;  and  nothing  we 
should  suppose  can  be  more  unscientific — if  we  understand  the  word — 
nothing  more  unhuman  and  imbrotberly  than  this  bullying.  If  any 
man  can  prove  that  the  first  suggestion  of  a  mind  or  soul  originated 
in  the  qualms  of  starvation  let  him  show  his  evidence ;  or  if  he  can 
demonstrate  that  the  idea  of  an  overruling  Providence,  a  divinity 
that  shapes  our  ends,  has  paralysed  any  honest  soul  struggling  towards 
the  light,  let  him  do  so.  Otherwise,  let  him  not  venture  upon  state- 
ments which  certainly  appear  as  much  beyond  the  reach  of  proof,  and 
consequently  as  unfitted  for  scientific  assertion,  as  table-rapping  or 
the  vulgarest  ghost  story,  and  which  all  the  prestige  of  science,  to 
which  it  is  the  fashion  of  the  moment  to  grant  so  much,  cannot  make 
leas  insolently  unreasonable. 

In  all  that  we  have  said  we  have  addressed  ourselves  only  to  the 
numner  in  which  this  young  philosopher  and  his  class  consider  them- 
selves entitled  to  flout  their  opponents.  We  do  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  their  right  of  argument,  or  of  believing  or  non-believing,  as 
seems  good  in  their  own  eyes.  On  the  contrary,  we  cannot  but  feel 
touched  and  softened  in  any  opposition  of  our  own  by  the  glowing 
addresses  which  Clifford  now  and  then  pauses  to  make,  an  act  of  devo- 
tion, perhaps  inconsistent,  but  very  natural,  to  the  '  Father  man,' 
who  stands  to  him  in  the  same  relation  apparently  as  the  Father  God 
stands  to  us.  We  are  touched  by  this  exhibition  of  the  human 
need  for  something  to  worship,  which  is  conspicuous  in  the  still 
simpler  pietism  of  that  strange  enthusiast,  Mr.  Congreve.  It  is  not 
with  contempt,  but  with  a  pathetic  sympathy,  that  we  try  to  make 
oat  what  they  mean  by  the  mysterious  abstraction  which  is  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  the  God  they  worship,  though  they  call  it 
Humanity.  *  The  voice  of  conscience  is  the  voice  of  our  father  man 
within  us,'  Clifford  says,  bewildering  the  simple  reader  whom  he  has 
so  lately  instructed,  that  to  serve  man  for  the  love  of  God  is  wicked- 
ness, and  a  beUef  in  a  power  outside  of  ourselves  an  inmioral  doctrine. 
And  in,  perhaps,  the  only  passage  in  which  he  permits  himself  to 
Bpeak  of  the  delusions  of  Cluistianity  as  respectable,  he  breaks  forth 
into  this  peroration : 
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'The  dim  and  shadowj  outlines  of  the  superhuman  deity 
iade  slowly  away  from  before  us ;  and  as  the  mist  of  his  presence 
floats  aside,  we  perceive  with  greater  and  greater  clearness,  the 
shape  of  a  yet  grander  and  nobler  figure— of  Him  who  made  all  Gods 
and  shall  unmake  them.  From  the  dim  dawn  of  history,  and  from 
the  inmost  depths  of  every  soul,  the  face  of  our  Father  manjlooks  out 
upon  us  with  the  fire  of  eternal  youth  in  his  eyes  and  says,  ^  Before 
Jehovah  was,  I  am.' 

What,  then,  is  this  Father  man  if  not  Grod  ?  The  distinction  S& 
too  fine  for  any  ordinary  understanding. 

We  may  be  permitted  to  note  here,  though  it  does  not  immediately 
belong  to  our  subject,  the  curiously  fictitious  representation  of  the 
world  which  is  to  be  found  in  these  pages  and  in  other  works  of  the 
same  description;  for  instance,  in  the  able  and  temperate  article 
deformed  by  no  such  intolerancies,  in  which  Miss  Bevington  in  a 
contemporary  publication  sets  fDrth  the  modem  atheist  creed.  One 
would  imagine  that  in  this  world  there  was  neither  disappointm^t 
nor  fsdlure — that  no  old  man's  grey  hairs  were  ever  brought  down 
with  sorrow  to  the  grave,  no  miserable  mother  found  to  look  on  while 
her  son  or  daughter  made  dismal  shipwreck,  no  fair  career  blighted^ 
no  family  honour  brought  to  the  dust,  but  all  going  on  afta:  our 
beautiful  rule  of  development,  the  good  giving  birth  to  the  more 
good,  the  healthful  to  the  healthfuller. 

This  is,  of  course,  a  very  needful  part  of  the  argument  by  which 
life  is  made  out  to  be  worth  living  for  itself  alone ;  but  is  it  true  ?" 
Either  om-  experience  is  very  unusual  and  our  eyes  sadly  perverted, 
or  the  world  around  us  is  a  very  different  world  from  this. 

We  have  entered  but  little  into  the  literary  merits  of  the  volumes 
which  apparently  as  yet  embody  the  greater  part  of  what  Professor 
Clifford  has  left  behind  him,  the  justification  of  the  considerable 
reputation  he  had  acquired.  They  are  fiill  of  vigorous  writing,  and 
of  a  forcible  and  honest  dogmatism  and  certainty  of  being  right, 
which  used  to  be  supposed  to  belong  to  the  ignorant  rather  than  to 
the  deeply  instructed.  While  we  have  tliought  to  meet  their  case  by 
being  tolerant  and  caressing  towards  doubt,  our  young  men  have 
reasserted  their  privilege  to  be  cocksure.  This  very  word — which 
must  have  been  invented  by  some  elderly  spectator  of  the  whirligig 
of  time  and  all  its  revolutions,  to  describe  his  own  humorous  appre- 
ciation of  a  state  of  mind  so  unlike  his  own — is  completely  applicable 
in  the  present  case.  The  defiant  trumpet-note  which  wakes  up  the 
world  at  least,  if  it  does  not  shake  all  its  systems,  the  flap  of  the 
vigorous  wings,  the  sharp-armed  determination  to  draw  blood,  the 
pluck  invincible,  are  all  embodied  in  these  latest  manifestoes  of  the 
scientific  army.  The  concluding  essay  of  all  has  a  mixture  of  another 
sentiment  which  adds  to  its  interest  a  touch  of  human  character.  It 
is  the  subtle  and  able  paper  upon  Professor  Virchow's  address,  iu 
which  the  sensation  of  an  unexpected  check,  which  it  is  the  writer^s 
purpose  to  neutralise  by  acceptance  and  explanation,  showing  how  it 
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is  no  check  at  all,  is  shown  with  a  solemn  unconscious  humour  which 
is  very  interesting.  Hie  gravity  of  the  countenance  with  which  the- 
writer  informs  us  that  nothing  could  be  more  proper,  and  the  savage 
but  not  unnatural  burst  of  irritation  with  which  he  demands  at  the 
end  that,  if  the  development  theory  is  not  sufficiently  certain  to  be 
taught  in  schools,  neither  should  the  biblical  cosmogony  be  taught,, 
has  in  it  a  revelation  of  nature  and  temper  not  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  previous  chapters.  And  when  he  adjures  men  to  profit  by 
Professor  Yirchow's  caution  with  an  intense  solemnity  which  savours 
of  suppressed  rage,  we  feel  it  is  almost  cynical  to  give  way  to  our 
sense  of  the  grim  humour  involved. 

The  second  point  to  be  considered  [he  cries]  is  the  frightful  loss  and  dis- 
appointment you  prepare  for  your  child  if ,  as  is  most  prol^ble  in  these  days, 
he  becomes  convinced  that  the  doctrine  ^of  evolution)  is  founded  on  insufficient 
evidence.  It  is  not  merely  that  you  nave  brought  him  up  as  a  prince  to 
find  himself  a  pauper  at  eighteen.  He  may  have  allowed  this  doctrine  ta 
get  inextricably  intertwined  with  his  feelings  of  right  and  wrong.  Thus 
the  overthrow  of  one  will  at  least  for  a  time  endtmger  the  other.  You 
leave  him  the  sad  task  of  gathering  together  the  wrecks  of  a  life  broken  by 
disappointment,  and  wondering  whether  honour  itself  is  left  to  him  among 
them. 

We  confess  that  we  have  turned  back  to  the  previous  page,  to  see 
whether  there  was  any  indication  that  the  tragic  seriousness  of  this 
address  was  meant  satirically;  but  it  is  not  so.  And  Clififord  was 
near  the  end  of  his  life,  and  must  have  really  believed  that  the 
youth  who  found  himself  tumbled  by  insufficient  evidence  from  the 
heights  of  the  development  theory,  would  have  nothing  left  but  ta 
gather  together  the  wrecks  of  a  life  broken  by  disappointment,  and 
wonder  whether  even  honour  was  left.  We  were  wrong  to  represent 
this  strange  spectacle  as  humorous,  not  havjing  fully  perceived  how 
tremendous  was  the  sincerity  called  forth  by  what  seems  to  us  sa 
inadequate  an  occasion ;  but  we  do  not  know  what  other  word  to  use^ 
to  describe  the  amazing  effect,  though  the  humour  is  tragic  and 
sombre,  and  less  akin  to  smiles  than  to  tears. 
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Lord  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Cross  in  Lancashire. 

rE  month  of  October  has  been  a  month  of  party  battle.  Scotland 
has  nmg  with  its  cry  of  attack  npon  Conservative  policy.  It  is 
soon  to  ring  still  louder.  The  leader  of  the  Gt)vemment  in  the  Honae 
of  Commons  has  replied  to  the  actual  and  to  the  anticipated  onslaught 
from  the  unaccustomed  capital  of  Ireland.  In  England,  and  espe- 
cially in  Lancashire,  the  attack  and  the  defence  have  been  equ^y 
vehement,  if  not  equally  successful.  Sir  William  Harcourt  ravaged 
Mr.  Cross's  own  country  in  force ;  Mr.  Cross  flew  to  repel  the  aggres- 
sion. Lord  Salisbury  next  appeared  to  pour  his  accustomed  oil  of 
vitriol  into  the  wounds  the  more  tolerant  Home  Secretary  had  made. 
All  this  is  precisely  as  it  should  be.  The  public,  whether  Liberal  or 
Conservative,  should  hope  that  the  chiefs  of  the  two  sides  may  put 
forth  their  strongest  and  most  characteristic  argiunents.  It  is  going 
through  the  process  of  making  up  its  mind.  The  more  vigorous  its 
predilections  on  the  one  side,  the  more  necessary  is  it  that  the  oppo- 
site should  be  worthily  represented.  A  cannon  is  tested  to  bursting 
in  order  to  demonstrate  its  strength.  Regiments  are  marched  across 
a  bridge,  not  to  wreck  it,  but  to  prove  its  durability.  That  Liberals 
may  follow  their  faith  with  knowledge,  they  are  bound  to  be  yet  more 
anxious  than  Conservatives  that  the  sturdiest  champions  should  be 
selected  to  tilt  in  Conservative  colours.  For  Conservatives  the  logic 
of  their  position  is  less  a  matter  of  importance.  They  are  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  the  political  world.  They  are  content  so  long  as  the 
banner  in  front  has  tradition  inscribed  upon  it.  Their  claim,  accord- 
ing to  Lord  Salisbury  at  Manchester,  is  that  they  *  follow  the  tra- 
dition which  has  been  handed  down  to  them.'  Liberals  are  political 
Protestants.  Each  must  convince  himself.  But  a  Liberal  cannot 
help  crediting  opponents  with  pursuing  the  same  reasonable  process. 
When  he  finds  a  multitude  of  Conservatives  justifying  an  extraordinary 
policy  by  reliance  upon  authority,  it  is  difficult  for  him  to  believe  th^ 
they  have  not  tried  to  test  the  adequacy  of  the  authority  upon  which 
they  depend.  He  has  a  shrewd  suspicion  that  it  is  counterfeit  and 
usurped.  He  will  not  be  perfectly  satisfied  it  is  so  until  the  fact  be 
established  out  of  its  advocates'  own  mouths.  He  is,  however,  more 
eareful  of  Conservative  fair  fame  than  Conservatives  themselves. 
Many  Conservative  pleadings  he  recognises  as  not  accepted  by  the 
respectable  rank  and  file  of  the  Conservative  party  itself.  Lord 
Beaconsfield,  when  he  propounds  his  shining  sophisms,  is  commonly 
understood  to  be  making  merely  a  demonstration  against  his  adver- 
saries. What  the  Libenil  wishes  to  learn  is  the  process  of  reasoning 
by  which  genuine  Conservatives  have  persuaded  themselves  to  accept 
the  foreign  policy  of  the  present  Government.    Probably  he  scarcely 
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expected  to  find  a  clue  to  the  mystery  in  Sir  StaflFord  Northcote's 
speech  in  the  Dublin  Mansion  House.  The  locality,  if  not  particu- 
larly CJonservative,  is  as  little  Liberal.  But  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exdbiequer,  accustomed  to  the  implicit  obedience  of  a  mighty  majority, 
has  often  of  late  shown  he  has  forgotten  that  it.is  as  necessary  to  con- 
vince supporters  as  to  crush  an  adversary.  Liberals  might  be  apt 
to  grow  too  self-confident  if  they  supposed  the  CJhancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  defence  of  his  colleagues  was  the  most  plausible  which 
could  be  ofTered.  His  discourse  at  Dublin  even  more  than  ordinarily 
testified  either  remarkable  contempt  for  the  political  insight  of  his 
audience,  or  a  sense  of  the  utter  hopelessness  of  any  attempt  to  rebut 
Liberal  charges. 

Happily  for  a  prospect  of  discovering  the  true  Conservative 
point  of  view,  the  Home  Secretary  and  Lord  Salisbury  have  felt 
the  necessity  of  counteracting  the  damaging  effects  of  Sir  William 
Harcourt's  recent  invasion  of  Lancashire.  Lord  Salisbury  is  a 
good  hater,  whether  Mr.  Disraeli  or  Mr.  Gladstone  be  the  object 
of  his  wrath.  He  does  not  waste  his  powers  on  the  prosaic  task 
of  explaining  how  he  has  persuaded  himself  to  take  up  any  par- 
ticular position.  The  use  of  his  declamations  to  his  antagonists,  if 
not  to  his  friends,  is  that  he  defines  the  extreme  verge  of  Conserva- 
tive pretensions  and  aims.  He  is  always  going  back  into  the  wilder- 
ness, or,  as  he  calls  it, '  traditional  English  policy,'  and  marking  out 
^  scientific  firontiers.'  In  his  eagerness  to  express  repulsion  and  aver- 
sion from  his  adversaries  for  the  time  being,  he  backs  to  the  furthest 
comer  of  his  yard.  He  would  rather  tumble  into  a  coal-cellar  than 
brash  against  the  garment  of  a  professor  of  contrary  political  views. 
Mr.  Cross  is  candid  after  a  different  fashion  to  his  fellow  Secretary  of 
State.  He  is  a  later  convert  than  Lord  Salisbury  to  the  foreign 
policy  of  their  common  chief.  Somewhat  wistfully  he  keeps  looking 
over  the  gate  into  the  ground  he  himself  once  occupied.  His  speeches 
at  Leigh  on  October  1 1 ,  and  at  Clitheroe  on  the  14th,  read  as  if  he  were 
continually  protesting  to  his  Liberal  opponents  that  he  was  bred  up 
in  the  principles  of  foreign  policy  they  accept ;  as  he  has  wandered 
to  the  spot  he  now  stands  on  from  that  in  which  they  still  remain, 
there  can  be  no  such  vast  difference  between  them ;  he  and  they  are 
only  on  different  sides  of  the  same  hedge.  Mr.  Cross  appeals.  Lord 
Salisbury  defies.  The  one  endeavours  to  show  how  easy  it  would  be 
for  an  honest  Liberal  to  turn  Conservative ;  the  other  how  impossible 
for  a  genuine  Conservative  to  tolerate  Liberalism. 

Mr.  Cross  professed  his  desire  at  Leigh  to  tell  the  electors  of 
South  West  Lancashire  '  a  plain  unvarnished  tale.'  He  played  the 
orthodox  bluff  countryman  of  fairs  and  race-courses.  His  discourse 
at  any  rate,  however,  has  the  virtue  of  covering  all  the  principal  acts 
of  the  Conservative  Government,  and  may  be  taken,  rather  than 
Lord  Salisbmry's  more  inspiriting  rhetoric,  as  an  official  answer  to  the 
charges  brought  against  it  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  Lord  Har^ngton,  Mr. 
Grant  Duff,  Mr.  Childers,  and  Sir  William  Harcourt.    He  went 
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through  the  various  counts  of  the  indictment.  Liberals  cannot  do 
l)etter  for  their  own  enlightenment,  as  such,  than  to  accompany  him. 

In  the  first  place  Mr.  Cross  expresses  surprise  at  the  Liberal  com- 
plaint that  Parliament  is  not  to  be  dissolved  till  its  natural  course  has 
been  run.  Apparently  Liberals  ^  totally  forget  the  &ct  that  Parliam^ts 
in  very  recent  times,  when  there  have  been  great  Liberal  leaders,  have 
sat  exactly  the  same  time  without  those  leaders  having  a  word  to  say 
«igainst  it.'  Mr.  Cross  seems  to  suppose  that  the  Opposition  pretends 
to  have  discovered  an  unwritten  Constitutional  law  that  the  Septennial 
Act  is  to  be  construed  as  if  it  were  a  Quinquennial  or  a  Sextennial 
Act.  The  Opposition  has  never  propounded  any  such  transparoit 
fallacy.  It  sees  no  reason  why  a  ParUament  should  not  be  suffered 
to  expire  of  old  age  when  the  country  retains  in  the  seventh  year  Hie 
temper  of  its  first.  But  the  present  Parliament  was  elected  partly 
on  a  cry  for  legislative  repose,  partly  on  a  Conservative  pledge  to 
accomplish  local  and  administrative  rather  than  legislative  reforms. 
No  more  ^  meddling  and  muddling,'  or  '  plundering  and  blundering,' 
was  the  accusation  against  the  Libcaral  Cabinet.  ^  Sanitas  sanitatum, 
omnia  sanitas,'  was  the  motto  of  Conservatism.  Local  and  adminis- 
trative reform  has  been  left  virtually  untouched.  The  ratepayers 
have  been  bribed  in  their  quality  of  ratepayers  to  the  injury  of 
thei^aselves  as  represented  by  the  State.  It  is  the  defectiveness 
of  local  government  which  makes  the  rates  intolerable.  Nothing 
has  been  done  to  cure  that.  Local  government  remains  what  it  was 
when  the  Conservative  Grovemment  took  o£Sce  on  a  promise  to  settle  it 
Defects,  however,  in  positive  performance  might  have  been  condoned  or 
glossed  over,  llie  unpardonable  offence  is  that  a  Parliament  elected 
to  give  the  kingdom  tranquillity  has  seen  British  foreign  policy  turned 
upside  down,  yet  is  being  maintained  in  existence  to  its  very  last 
gasp.  Were  the  foreign  policy  of  the  present  Grovemment  as  somid 
and  wise  as  we  believe  it  to  be  sJl  that  is  the  reverse,  yet  the  country  had 
a  right  to  be  consulted  upon  it  long  before  this.  Liberals  assert  that 
the  public  sense  of  the  country  is  against  it.  For  answer  Mr.  Cross 
points  to  increasing  majorities  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Lord 
Salisbury  used  the  same  inverted  argument  on  October  17  at  Man- 
chester. The  increasing  majorities  of  Ministers  are  proof,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  House  of  Commons  was  elected  on  an  issue  whidi 
circumstances  have  antiquated.  Members  whom  constituencies 
likely  to  choose  by  way  of  protest  against  a  policy  of  domestic  l^s- 
lative  reform,  are  precisely  the  men  who  would  surrender  their 
consciences  in  matters  of  foreign  policy  into  the  keeping  of  a  bold 
and  ambitious  Minister.  Ministers  and  their  supporters  cannot  deny 
that  England  stands  in  a  very  different  relation  now  to  ilie  outsid^ 
world  from  that  she  occupied  at  the  general  election.  It  is  their 
boast  that  the  present  and  that  past  are  diametrically  opposed.  Tite 
nation  has  a  clear  title  to  be  asked  how  it  likes  the  change.  Yet  to 
Mr.  Cross  there  appears  no  cause  why  the  question  should  be  put 
until  1880,  unless  it  can  be  shown,  as  Liberals  have  never  attempt 
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to  show,  that  there  reddee  a  sapeiior  virtue  in  five  years,  or  in  six, 
to  seven. 

Mr.  Cross  has  not  much,  and  Lord  Salisbury  has  nothing,  to  urge 
against  the  charge  that  the  Grovemment  has  n^Iected  domestic 
legislation.  Mr.  Cross,  as  more  nearly  concerned,  is  hurt  at  the 
insinuation  that  a  course  of  unostentatious  reform  would  have  been 
beyond  Ministerial  capacity.  For  &cts,  however,  to  repel  the  accu- 
:8ation,  he  was  content  to  rely  in  his  set  oration  at  Leigh  upon  the 
Irish  University  Act.  He  triumphs  greatly  in  the  circumstance  that 
Mr.  Gladstone's  University  Bill  estranged  many  of  his  supporters, 
•and  that  Lord  Caims's  Act  has  alienated  no  supporters  of  the  Con* 
servative  Cabinet  in  the  House.  To  ordinary  minds  it  must  seem  a 
very  extraordinary  kind  of  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  a  measure 
which  is  to  conciliate  Catholic  Ireland,  that  the  whole  Conservative 
following  in  Parliament  has  accepted  it.  If  Mr.  Cross  could  point 
to  Irish  seats  won  on  that  issue,  boasting  would  be  intelligible.  To 
say  that  Conservatism  has  welcomed  the  measure,  amounts,  we  fear, 
ccHisidering  the  nature  of  Conservatism,  to  proclaiming  it  a  sham. 

Mr.  Cross,  in  fact,  thinks  neglect  of  home  affairs  scarcely 
worth  the  tribute  of  an  apology.  Like  the  rest  of  the  Minis- 
ters, he  has  been  fsiscinated  by  the  splendid  vision  of  a 
vaulting  foreign  policy.  He  took  o£Sce  with  an  apparent  future 
before  him  as  a  pattern  Home  Secretary.  His  duties  as  deputy 
Foreign  Secretary  during  Lord  Salisbury's  absence  at  Berlin  have 
perverted  his  more  sober  instincts.  He  feels  that  the  provision  of 
pure  water  and  wholesome  dwellings  for  the  population  is  a  very 
humble  position  in  comparison  with  countermining  empires,  and, 
Sancho  Panza  like,  lording  it  over  islands.  Good  sensible  rAsok  that 
nature  meant  him  to  be,  when  he  entered  office  he  probably  wasted 
not  a  thought  on  Eussia.  Now  he  perceives  Eussia  at  the  end  of  every 
vista.  He  puts  the  difference  between  the  Ministry  to  which  he 
belongs  and  his  opponents,  as  if  the  latter  had  forgotten  the  existence 
of  sudi  an  element  as  Eussia  in  the  calculations  of  politics.  A  year 
and  a  half  ago  they  saw  in  Eussia  a  force  England  must  reckon  with 
as  clearly  as  he  by  habit  sees  it  in  her  now.  But,  by  the  side  of  Eussia, 
they  have  always  seen  another  different  interest  to  be  reckoned  with, 
which  he  and  his  colleagues  never  appear  to  see  at  all.  Eussia  fills 
so  large  a  space  in  a  Conservative  Minister's  vision  that,  provided 
Eussia  be  thwarted,  he  is  careless  whether  England  gain.  Eussia 
made  the  Treaty  of  San  Stefano,  and  Lord  Salisbury  replaced  it  by 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin.  It  was  a  humiliation  to  Eussia  to.be  compelled 
to  submit  to  have  a  peace  she  had  drawn  up  torn  up  before  her  fetce. 
That  was  the  Conservative  triumph.  Eussia  still  rankles  under  the 
.sense  that  she  was  coerced  into  accepting  the  judgment  of  the  Con- 
gress in  which  British  Ministers  laid  down  the  law  instead  of  General 
Ignatieff.  If  it  be  a  victory  to  have  embittered  the  Eussian  mind 
against  this  country  for  many  generations  to  come,  that  victory  has 
'been  won.    If  the  aim  of  a  peace  were  to  preserve  the  integrity  of 
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the  Ottoman  Empire,  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  has  been  as  unsuccessful 
in  its  object  as  the  Treaty  of  San  Stefano.  If  its  aim  were  ta 
reform  the  administration  of  the  territories  still  left  under  the 
Sultan's  rule,  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  has  done  directly  no  more  than- 
that  it  superseded.  Indirectly,  by  relaxing  the  fear  of  external 
coercion,  it  has  delivered  those  territories  up  to  redoubled  anarchy* 
If  its  aim  were  to  enable  the  provinces  the  war  had  emancipated  to 
start  fair  on  their  diflScult  courses  as  new  nations,  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin  has  done  a  great  deal  less.  An  united  Bulgaria  might  have 
grown  into  a  barrier  for  Europe  between  Bussia  and  Turkey.  Eastern  | 
Soumelia,  the  creature  of  the  Congress,  bears  in  its  constitution 
seeds  of  strife  and  confusion  which  are  already  beginning  to  germinate. 

The  fatal  habit  of  pitting  England  against  Russia,  upon 
which  Mr.  Gross  prides  himself  and  his  fellow-ministers,  has  deluded 
him  into  believing  that  to  checkmate  Russia  was  to  consult  the 
interests  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Europe.  Because  Liberals  think  of 
what  is  good  for  England  and  the  peace  of  the  world  rather  than  of 
what  must  displease  the  Czar  and  his  advisers,  Mr.  Cross  imagines 
they  have  left  out  of  sight  and  mind  the  ambitious  designs  of  Bussia. 
Liberals,  as  Mr.  Cross  confesses  with  a  leniency  of  judgment  which 
Lord  Salisbury  at  Manchester  disdained  to  imitate,  would  no  more 
than  Conservatives  have  suflFered  Russia  to  seize  Constantinople. 
The  difference  is  that,  had  the  Liberal  policy  been  predominant,  the 
acquiescence  of  England  in  the  Berlin  Memorandum  would  have 
secured  Constantinople  against  even  the  covetousness  of  Russia  by 
placing  it  under  the  protection  of  Europe.  That  would  have  been 
done  with  the  consent  of  Russia.  Russian  humiliation,  it  is  true, 
would  have  been  wanting  to  the  completeness  of  the  victory.  By 
so  much  the  more  durable  might  the  result  have  been.  Mr.  Cross 
objects  that  an  enforcement  by  imited  Europe  of  reforms  in  Turkey 
would  have  meant  war  with  the  Sultan.  Mr.  Cross  will  hardly 
induce  us  to  believe  that  he  can  think  the  Sultan  would  have 
resisted  Europe  in  arms.  He  appeals  to  Hhe  arbitration  of  the 
sensible  body  of  thinking  men  in  England '  whether  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin  be  not  less  favourable  to  Russia  than  the  Treaty  of  San 
Stefano.  The  real  issue  is  whether  it,  and  the  procedure  of  Great 
Britain  which  led  to  it,  be  more  conducive  to  the  general  interests  of 
England,  and  Europe,  and  Turkey.  We  will  not  appeal  to  a  multi- 
tude ;  we  will  appeal  to  Mr.  Cross  himself,  whether,  if  the  whole 
matter  could  come  over  again,  he  would  not  give  his  voice  in  favour 
of  bringing  Turkey  before  the  Areopagus  of  Europe.  Compulsory 
reforms  carried  out  in  Turkey  at  the  dictate  of  Europe  would,  Mr. 
Cross  knows  very  well,  as  Lord  Salisbury  knew  at  Constantinople, 
have  cut  the  ground  for  armed  intervention  from  under  the  feet  of 
Russia.  Mr.  Cross  knows  equally  well,  those  same  reforms  which 
might  have  saved  humanity  from  a  shock  will  even  yet  have  to  be 
enforced  by  and  at  the  cost  of  Great  Britain,  if  not  of  Europe,  in 
the  lesser  area  of  existing  Ottoman  dominion. 
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Lord  Salisbury  is  not  comtent  like  Mr.  Cross  with  making  an 
enemy  of  a  single  State.  He  flies  at  the  more  splendid  game  of 
ethnological  ideas  and  abstractions.  Panslavism  is  his  special  and 
particular  scarecrow.  The  apparition  of  what  he  says  is  called  ^  the 
big  Bulgaria'  haunts  him.  But  he  exults  that '  we  have  pushed  this 
Bulgaria  back  from  Salonica ;  we  have  pushed  it  back  from  Adrian- 
ople ;  we  have  pushed  it  behind  the  Balkans ;  and  we  have  left  the 
Balkans  in  the  military  possession  of  Turkey  as  a  bulwark  for  the 
protection  of  Constantinople.'  Lord  Salisbury  does  not  pretend  to 
affirm  that  his  ^big  Bulgaria'  would  not  have  been  more  to  the 
interests  of  the  Bulgarians  themselves.  But  he  is  persuaded  that 
Bussia  would  have  ruled  imder  the  name  of  Bulgaria,  that  Bulgaria 
would  have  been  a  shadow  of  Russia.  It  does  not  seem  to  occur  to 
him  that,  in  taking  credit  for  the  rescue  of  the  region  near  to  Con- 
stantinople from  possible  Bussian  influence,  he  is  bound  to  prove 
that  it  could  not  have  been  equally  rescued  without  the  division  Of 
Bulgaria  into  two.  An  undivided  Bulgaria  oi^;anised  by  Europe  would 
have  been  a  far  better  barrier  between  Bussia  and  the  Porte  than 
Eastern  Boumelia  and  the  present  Bulgaria  ever  can  be.  Lord  Salis- 
bury and  his  colleagues  hardly  deny  that  they  have  sacrificed  the  in- 
terests of  a  population  to  English  fears  of  Bussia,  A  manlier  and  less 
selfish  policy  of  considering  first  the  interests  of  the  Balkan  peninsula 
would  have  built  a  wall  of  stone  instead  of  pebbles  between  the  Czar 
and  the  Sultan.  Lord  Salisbury  mixes  an  affectation  of  interest  in 
the  Balkan  natieiiaiities,  which  he  has  never  shown  by  acts,  with  open 
contempt  for  their  want  of  '  organisation,  administrative  traditions, 
and  tried  cohesion.'  Yet  these  nationalities  have  shown  that  they 
could  task  the  strength  of  a  military  empire  to  keep  them  down. 
The  Foreign  Minister  sneers  at  their  want  of  organisation,  who,  at 
the  moment  they  were  asserting  their  ability  to  stand  alone,  steps  in 
with  a  policeman's  truncheon  and  breaks  their  heads. 

Lord  Salisbury  is  very  proud  that  he  has  crushed  a  rising  nation- 
ality, which,  we  learn  for  the  first  time,  he  nevertheless  admires 
cordially.  He  sympathises  with  its  past  and  with  its  religion ;  he 
could  not  let  it  rise  to  such  prosperity  and  happiness  as  to  endanger 
the  security  of  Constantinople.  Should  it  be  objected  that  the  two 
Bulgarias  may  coalesce  yet  into  one.  Lord  Salisbury  has  his  answer. 
He  glories  that  he  has  given  the  Porte  the  key  of  the  gate,  to  keep 
them  shut  up  each  in  its  proper  comer.  If  it  be  retorted  that  the 
Porte  does  not  in  effect  occupy  the  Balkan  passes.  Lord  Salisbury  is 
impatient  at  so  puerile  an  objection.  The  Porte,  he  replies,  has  a 
treaty  title  to  occupy  them.  Had  not  Great  Britain  a  treaty  title  to 
garrison  Beloochistan,  and  did  not  she,  after  leaving  the  right  in 
abeyance  for  twenty  years,  exercise  it  in  the  fortifying  of  Quettah  ? 
To  compare  the  case  of  a  British  occupation  of  a  town  in  Beloochistan 
with  the  march  of  an  Ottoman  army  through  hostile  Eastern  Boumelia 
into  the  Balkans  is  an  exquisite  piece  of  irony.  Lord  Salisbury,  how- 
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ever,  is  aware  that  even  Manchester  Conservatism  needs  rather  more 
solid  nutriment  than  this.     His  and  his  leader's  masterstroke  of 
policy  we  discover  to  be,  not  that  to  relieve  English  jealonsies  they 
smothered  the  hopes  of  a  nation,  nor  that  they  amused  Europe  and 
Turkey  with  the  imposture  of  a  treaty  right  over  mountains  as  inac- 
cessible practically  to  the  Porte  as  Chimborazo.    He  admits  there 
may  be  some  possible  mistrust  of  the  competence  of '  the  Turk,  who 
is  on  the  rampart  of  the  fortress.'  The  mistrust  is  indeed  pardonable, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Turk  is  only  an  abstract  treaty  Turk,  and 
the  rampart  of  the  fortified  Balkans  an  abstract  treaty  rampart.  But, 
besides  these  treaty  mirages,  there  is  one  ^  you  must  trust.'  This 
creature  of  trust  is  '  the  Austrian  sentinel  who  is  at  the  door.'  The 
longitudinal  extension  of  Panslavism  may  be  only  doubtfully  checked 
by  the  imaginary  Turk  amid  his  Balkans.    Its  latitudinal  spread  from 
sea  to  sea  is  vetoed  once  for  all  by '  a  Power  of  a  very  different  stamp 
from  the  Turk' — ^by  the  mighty  Empire  of  Austria.    K  Austria  be 
not  enough  to  stamp  the  life  out  of  an  eager  nationality,  the  British 
Foreign  Secretary  learns  from  'the  newspapers'  that  *a  defensive 
alliance  has  been  established  between  Grermany  and  Austria.'  He 
does  *not  know  whether  the  newspapers  say  rightly';  if  they  do, 
this  English  statesman  declares  to  '  all  who  value  the  independence  of 
nations '  that  it  is  <  good  tidings  of  great  joy.'   That  Austria  and 
Grermany  should  be  on  terms  of  cordial  friendship  is  a  safeguard  for 
the  peace  of  Europe.    That  Austria  should  take  over  from  the 
incapable  bands  of  the  Porte  Bosnia  and  Herz^vina  was  the  next 
best  arrangement  to  launching  them  on  the  road  of  self-government 
as  provinces  in  a  principality  of  common  origin  with  themselves.  Lord 
Salisbury's  exultation  is  based  on  none  of  these  intelligible  grounds. 
He  triumphs  in  the  foreign  intelligence  he  reads  in  the  newspapers ; 
not  because  Berlin  and  Vienna  are  tranquil,  not  because  Turkish 
anarchy  is  replaced  at  Novi  Bazar  by  the  orderly  instincts  of  Austria. 
His  joy  is  Austria  has  resumed  her  old  character  of  policeman  ;  that, 
should  the  military  tyranny  of  Turkey  break  down,  the  heavy  hand 
of  Austria  will  remain  laid  on  the  Slav  nationalities^  and  forbid  them 
to  satisfy  their  aspirations. 

The  Cabul  massacre  has  not  opened  Lord  Salisbury's  eyes  to  the 
vices  of  the  new  Afghan  policy.  No  one  ever  expected  it  would.  If 
his  secret  mind  could  be  read,  it  might  possibly  appear  that,  while 
lamenting  the  &te  of  the  brave  members  of  the  Mission,  he  cannot 
help  rejoicing  that  it  opens  his  road  to  Herat.  The  abdication  of  the 
unfortimate  Yakoob  Khan,  embarrassing  as  it  is  to  England,  will  not 
embarrass  Lord  Salisbury.  A  Prince  and  ally  whom  a  British 
Minister  hesitates  whether  to  accuse  of '  incapacity  or  of  some  other 
worse  quality,'  could  not  have  anticipated  much  consideration  for  his 
royal  dignity  at  Whitehall.  Yet  a  scandal  might  have  been  created 
had  a  sovereign  whose  sovereign  rights  had  been  acknowledged  by 
Great  Britain  been  suddenly  treated  like  a  Qxdcowar.    The  suoceasor 
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-of  Yakoob  will  begin  his  crowned  life  without  concealment  as  the 
mere  lieutenant  of  the  Indian  Viceroy.  To  the  relations  between 
<jreat  Britain  and  Afghanistan  it  probably  matters  very  little  who  is 
selected  to  fill  this  unenviable  place.  The  Afghan  Ameer,  whoever 
he  may  be,  will  be  the  puppet  of  Calcutta,  and  will  be  guarded  by 
British  cannon.  In  such  circumstances,  it  will  make  equally  little 
difference  in  the  British  and  Indian  burdens  that  it  is  ^  defence,  not 
dominion,'  which  LordBeaconsfield's  Cabinet  seeks.  Between  dominion 
«id  Lord  Salisbmy's  sort  of  defence  the  distinction  is  like  that 
between  two  and  twice  one.  The  inconsistency  in  Lord  Salisbury's 
account  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Afghanistan  is  that  he  professes 
ix>  deplore  the  force  England  has  had  to  exert.  Had  oidy  Lord 
Northbrook,  a  man  *  very  able  but  not  wholly  sympathetic  with  us,' 
^ecuted  ^  our  orders,'  and  asked,  as  he  was  '  ordered '  to  ask,  the 
xjhurlish  and  sulky  Shere  Ali  to  receive  a  British  envoy,  the  Ameer 
^ould.  Lord  Salisbury  believes,  have  assented,  ^  and  all  the  evils  which 
subsequently  followed  would  have  been  averted.'  The  lapse  of  a 
year  and  a  half  after  '  our  orders  were  issued '  spread  over  Central 
Asia  rumours  of  coming  war  between  Russia  and  Great  Britain.  The 
Ameer  thought  it  was  possible  to  defy  England ;  and  thus  that  ^  un- 
fortunate delay'  of  Lord  Northbrook's  ^destroyed  and  ruined  every- 
thing.' If,  however,  Shere  Ali  and  his  Afghans  were  alwi^ys  prepared 
to  ally  with  Bussia,  and  if  such  a  disposition  were,  as  Lord  Salisbury 
assumes,  £Eital  to  the  security  of  British  India,  Lord  Salisbury  ought 
not  to  mourn,  but  to  rejoice,  over  Lord  Northbrook's  *  unfortunate 
delay '  in  obeying  his  orders.  Except  for  that  delay,  Shere  Ali  might 
have  received  an  English  Envoy.  But  Lord  Salisbury  gives  us  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  presence  of  an  English  envoy  in  Cabul 

\  must  have  scared  Russian  intriguers  from  venturing  to  whisper  their 
hostile  suggestions  in  the  Ameer's  ears.  With  such  a  temper  as  Lord 
Salisbury  imputes  to  the  dead  Ameer  and  to  his  subjects,  a  seething 
mass  of  hatred  and  suspicion  would  have  enveloped  Afghan  and 

.  British  relations  a  year  and  a  half  earlier.  Had  the  ambassador  led 
a  charmed  life  in  that  fanatical  city,  the  crisis  might  have  been  post- 
poned indefinitely.  It  is  allowable  for  adherents  to  the  policy  of 
Lord  Mayo,  Lord  Lawrence,  and  Lord  Northbrook  to  regret  that  the 
crisis  was  not  so  postponed.  They  believe  that,  inconvenient  as 
Afghan  ill-feeling  must  always  have  been,  responsibility  for  the 
conquest  and  rule  of  Afghanistan  is  far  worse.  With  Lord  Salisbury's 
views,  it  is  inconceivable  he  should  be  sorry  for  the  termination  of  an 
intolerable  period  of  veiled  antipathy  and  enmity  which,  he  appears 
to  believe,  held  the  passes  of  the  Hindoo  Koosh  always  at  the  disposal 
of  an  invader  of  India. 

Mr.  Cross,  in  dealing  with  the  topic  of  Afghanistan,  is,  after  his 
manner,  more  apologetic  than  comminatory.  He  defends  Lord 
Salisbury  and  Lord  Lyttonin  preference  to  assailing  Lord  Northbrook. 
In  the  first  place,  he  expresses  his  naive  surprise  that  the  massacre  of 
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the  British  Mission  in  Cabul  should  have  been,  seized  upon  by  Sir 
William  Harcourt  as  a  point  of  accusation  against  Her  Majesty's 
Government.    Very  enigmatically,  as  at  the  time  it  appeared,  he 
complained  at  Leigh  that  Sir  William  Hkrcourt  should  not  have 
waited  till  the  circumstances  were  within  his  knowledge  before  he 
*  publicly  stated  the  conclusions  he  had  drawn  from  fiswits  he  could 
not  by  any  possibility  have  known.'   What  all  this  signified,  it  was 
left  for  Lord  Salisbury  to  explain.    It  seems  that  the  Government,  in 
negotiating  the  Treaty  of  Ghtndamak,  had  contemplated  Candahar  as 
the  place  of  residence  for  the  British  Envoy.    Yakoob  Khan,  how- 
ever, says  Lord  Salisbury,  'insisted'  that  the  envoy  should  be  sent  to- 
Cabul,  for  that  '  at  Cabul  he  could  fully  protect  himself.'  There 
app^s  something  comic  in  the  notion  of  Yakoob  Khan  '  insisting'  * 
upon  anything  at  Gandamak.    His  reason,  moreover,  for  preferring 
Cabul,  that  there  he  could  fiilly  *  protect  himself'  was  scarcely  equi- 
valent to  a  guarantee  of  protection  to  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari.  At  all  events^ 
the  Government  knew  so  much  or  so  little  of  the  resources  of  Yakoob 
Khan  for  the  protection  whether  of  himself  or  of  a  guest,  as  to  be  pre- 
cluded from  pleading  in  excuse  for  what  is  now  admitted  to  have  been 
recklessness,  the  request  of  a  Prince  naturally  anxious  not  to  haY& 
Candahar  treated  in  any  way  as  his  capitaL    In  despatching  the  Mis- 
sion in  hot  haste  to  Cabul,  the  British  Gt>vemment  trusted  not  merely 
precious  lives,  but  the  relations  of  A%hanistan  and  India,  to  the  utterly 
unknown  power  of  an  Ameer  not  yet  in  the  saddle  to  defend  a  foreign 
Legation  in  the  midst  of  a  nest  of  notorious  bigots.  But  a  Govern- 
ment which  has  erected  mystification  into  an  art  always  keeps  in 
reserve  some  crime  of  a  foreigner  or  blunder  of  an  official  to  screen- 
its  own  rashness.    In  any  case  Mr.  Cross  regards  it  as  exceedingly 
inconvenient,  and  even  ill-mannered,  to  impute  to  the  Government 
the  natural  consequences  of  its  own  policy.    The  reasoning  of  his  own 
mind  will  probably  have  been,  that  Ministers  having  taken  a  course 
could  not  but  pursue  that  course  to  its  logical  conclusions.    If  they 
invaded  Afghanistan  to  punish  Shore  Ali  for  refusing  to  admit  a 
British  Mission,  they  were  compelled,  on  the  submission  of  Shore  Ali's 
successor,  to  send  forward  an  equivalent  for  the  Legation  which  had  been 
before  turned  back.  The  Opposition,  having  had  a  field  day  during  the 
Session  on  the  question  of  the  expediency  of  a  resident  Mission  in 
Cabul,  ought,  in  order  to  comply  with  Mr.  Cross's  expectations  of  Op- 
position politeness,  to  acquiesce  once  for  all  in  the  defeat  it  then 
sustained.    Parliament,  in  affirming  the  expediency  of  a  Mission,  in 
Mr.  Cross's  view,  indemnified  the  Government  against  all  the  neces- 
sary consequences. 

Could  anything  be  more  singular  than  Mr.  Cross's  indignation 
with  Liberals  for  holding  the  Government  accountable  for  the  Cabul 
massacre,  it  is  his  mode  of  handling  the  accusation  brought  against 
it  of  having  set  aside  traditional  EngUsh  policy  in  Aijghani&tan.. 
The  true  principle  has  been  stated  to  be  that  everything  should  be 
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-done  to  make  A^hanistan  '  strong,  friendly,  and  independent,'  Mr. 
Cross  assents  with  all  his  heart    It  is,  he  says,  just  what  he  and  his 
colleagues  desire.    *But  Afghanistan  must  be  every  one  of  these 
three.    It  will  not  do  simply  to  have  one  without  the  others,  an 
Afghanistan  strong  without  being  friendly,  or  strong  without  being 
independent.'    Accordingly,  as  A^hanistan  had  lost  her  friendliness 
through  Bussian  machinations,  the  only  course  appears  to  Mr.  Cross 
io  have  been  to  cudgel  her  back  into  kindness.    Both  he  and  Lord 
Salisbury  take  it  for  granted  that,  because  of  the  three  conditions 
<7reat  Britain  would  wish  to  see  fulfilled  in  A%hanistan  one  was  want- 
ing, the  want  could  not  but  have  been  treated  as  permanent  and  incur- 
able. The  great  majority  of  experts  in  Indian  policy,  whose  coimsels 
were  at  the  service  of  the  Q-ovemment,  were  agreed  that  strength  and 
friendliness  and  independence  of  the  Afghan  throne  were  the  best 
barrier  for  British  India.   They  were  agreed  also  that  to  beat  down 
A%han  strength  and  independence  was  not  the  way  to  recover  Afghan 
firiendliness.    They  were  agreed  that  the  friendliness  was  by  no  means 
beyond  recovery  by  legitimate  and  peaceable  means.  They  were  agreed, 
lastly,  that  in  spite  of  the  temporary  eclipse  of  the  friendliness,  an 
Afghanistan  strong  and  independent  continued  more  to  be  desired  for 
Hindostan  than  an  Afghanistan  broken  up  and  anarchical.   Mr.  Cross, 
on  the  contrary,  because  one  quality  of  the  three  necessary  for  an 
A%hanistan  perfect  from  the  British  point  of  view  is  absent,  approves 
a  course  which  ensures  that  the  ideal  combination  shall  by  no  pos- 
sibility ever  hereafter  be  attained. 

On  the  Zulu  war  Lord  Salisbury  is  silent.  Perhaps  the  interests 
concerned  were  too  microscopic  for  his  sublime  point  of  vision.  Mr. 
Cross,  on  the  other  hand,  is  more  explicit  than  his  colleagues  would 
probably  have  wished.  He  boasts  that  not  only  did  the  Q-ovemment 
not  order  the  war,  but  it  absolutely  and  positively  forbade  it.  Yet 
the  Governor  who  defied  his  superiors  at  home  is  employed  still. 
His  disobedience  is  condoned,  Mr.  Cross  explains,  on  account  of  the 
embarrassment  his  removal  might  have  caused  to  the  colony  of  Cape 
"Town.  The  only  real  and  ultimate  scapegoats  are  Cetewayo  and  the 
taxpayers  of  this  country.  Some  infinitesimal  portion  of  the  expen- 
diture may  possibly  be  recovered  from  the  South  African  colonists, 
though  the  protests  of  the  colonists  hinder  us  from  feeling  sanguine 
on  the  point.  But  for  Cetewayo  there  is  no  redress.  Mr.  Cross 
admits  that  Cetewayo  was  ^apparently  peaceable.'  His  crime  was 
that  he  kept  his  army  on  a  footing  which  rendered  an  invasion  of  his 
country  no  holiday  excursion.  The  temper  of  the  Boers  before  the 
^innexation  of  the  Transvaal,  and  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere  after,  might 
perhaps  just  excuse  in  a  Zulu  preparations  which  in  an  Englishman, 
.German,  or  Frenchman,  would  have  been  extolled  as  the  loftiest 
patriotism.  In  any  case,  the  Government,  by  the  mouth  of  Mr. 
Cross,  allows  that  they  did  not  constitute  a  suflBcient  pretext  for  war. 
Yet  war  was  made ;  and  the  king  has  been  deposed,  and  is  kept  in 
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captivity.  Mr.  Cross  evidently  is  ashamed  of  an  iniquitous  outrage* 
upon  the  principles  of  £Eiir  dealing  with  the  inferiors  of  England  in 
strength.  His  apology  is  that  'if  anybody  at  all  is  glad  of  the 
result,  it  is  the  people  of  Zululand  themselves,  who  have  escaped 
from  the  tyranny  to  which  they  were  subjected.'  This  self-satisfied 
statement  rests  upon  the  assertions  of  oflBcers  returned  from  the  war. 
When  reUance  is  thus  reposed  upon  the  testimony  of  soldiers  report- 
ing the  terrified  disclaimers  by  natives  of  the  .old  system,  the  only 
wonder  is  that  any  discordant  note  should  be  heard.  In  truth  the 
unbiassed  evidence  of  civilians  runs  directly  counter  to  Mr.  CroBs'» 
information.  The  Zulus  did  not  betray  or  repudiate  their  king  when 
a  fugitive.  In  spite,  as  charged  by  Bishop  Golenso,  of  shameful 
flogging  by  order  of  Lord  Gifford,  they  could  not  be  forced  to  betray 
their  trust.  They  do  not  allow  the  justice  of  his  present  treatment*. 
We  read  in  the  '  Cape  Times ' :  *The  Zulus  cannot  understand  -^y 
Cetewayo  has  been  taken  captive.  Dabulamanzi  may  be  taken  ta 
represent  the  Zulu  nation  in  his  question,  as  he  saw  the  king  carried 
into  captivity,  What  has  he  done  that  he  should  be  punished  ?  It 
is  not  he  that  has  been  beaten,  but  his  soldiers." ' 

The  Conservative  Government  has  launched  England  upon  the 
troubled  sea  of  European  politics.  It  has  pledged  the  country  to  the 
solution  of  half-a-dozen  difficult  problems  in  Europe  and  in  Asia 
Minor  which  it  has  done  nothing  to  elucidate.  It  has  enlarged  the 
frontier  of  India  so  as  to  make  Hindostan  liable  for  the  good  behaviour 
to  itself  and  to  its  neighbours  of  the  most  intractable  and  rapacious 
population  in  the  East.  It  has  replaced  the  strong  arm  of  a  single 
sovereign  in  Zululand  by  the  weak  rule  of  a  round  dozen.  It  hsA 
threatened  to  stir  up  new  foreign  questions  in  other  regions  of  the 
earth.  Its  most  patient  supporters  are  wearying  of  perpetual  calls 
to  arms.  The  senior  member  for  West  Surrey  is  not  prone  to  sarcasms^ 
Yet  even  he  indulged  ten  days  ago  in  a  fine  burst  of  unconscious  irony.. 
He  pledged  his  brother  legislators  to  a  cheerful  vote  of  the  cost  of 
recent  wars,  *  if  only  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  would  assure  them 
that  the  British  Empire  was  at  last  at  peace.'  As  if  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  could  be  certain  at  any  moment  that  none  of  their  many 
powder  trains  was  exploding  1  Yet  these  gentlemen,  having  tiuned 
the  foreign  system  of  Great  Britain  upside  down,  appeal  to  the  con- 
stituencies by  the  mouths  of  three  Cabinet  Ministers  on  the  stump  in 
Lancashire,  whether  tiiey  will  not  leave  this  tangled  skein  of  present 
and  future  troubles  for  the  hands  to  untwine  which  twined  it,  Mr. 
Cross  remarks  that  ^  the  country  has  still  its  mind  much  set  upon 
foreign  affairs.'  The  Conservative  Government  has  taken  good  care 
of  that.  Mr.  Cross  and  his  colleagues  seem  to  think  it  has  earned  by 
its  meddlesomeness  a  prescriptive  right  to  go  on  meddling  for  ever* 
The  incendiary  who  has  set  a  house  on  fire  might  as  well  ask  to  be 
let  see  to  the  extinction  of  the  fire,  on  the  ground  that,  but  for  him> 
the  fiimily  would  never  have  interested  itself  for  the  salvage  of  ita 
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goods.  When  the  time  comes  for  the  country  to  choose  between 
Lord  Beaconsfield,  Lord  Salisbury,  and  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  on  the 
one  side,  and  Mr.  Grladstone,  Lord  Grranville,  and  Lord  Hartington 
on  the  other,  it  is  very  true  that  it  will  expect  from  the  one  set  of 
politicians,  as  from  the  other,  a  profession  of  political  fetith.  But 
these  nunisterial  canvassers  of  Lancashire  votes  are  the  slaves  of  a 
strange  delusion  when  they  assume  that  the  constituencies  will  imi- 
tate them  in  discovering  the  Russian  bugbear  in  everything  and 
everywhere.  Any  statesmen  who  aspire  to  administer  the  British 
Empire  must  be  prepared  with  Mr.  Gross  to  *  uphold  the  dignity  of 
this  country,  and  to  protect  its  interests;'  to  go  on  to  promise, 
'that  Bussia  should  not  get  her  way,'  would  be  to  narrow  a  general 
duty.  No  Liberal  Prime  Minister  would  suffer  any  foreign  power 
in  any  quarter  of  the  globe  to  trample  upon  the  rights  of  Great  Britain, 
But  Liberals  have  eyes  for  other  possible  enemies  besides  Russia, 
They  do  not  dread  Russia  enough  to  make  their  terror  of  her  an 
article  of  their  creed.  Great  Britain  will  maintain  her  rights  because 
they  are  her  rights,  not  out  of  any  spirit  of  rivalry  with  a  foreign 
state,  whatever  its  strength  and  its  ambition.  The  national  mind  is 
too  well  balanced  and  self-respecting  to  follow  Mr.  Cross's  advice  to 
cultivate  a  habit  of  constant  suspicion  of  the  hostile  designs  of  one 
European  power  in  particular.  It  instincts  will  tell  it  that  such  a 
foreign  policy  would  soon  make  England  an  armed  camp,  as  similar 
and  better-founded  alarms  have  made  other  countries. 

Lord  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Cross  unite  in  challenging  the  Liberal 
party  to  publish  its  programme  of  foreign  policy.  At  any  rate, 
it  is  abundantly  manifest  what  the  Conservative  programme  is 
to  be.  The  passions  of  international  envy  and  suspicion  are  to 
be  played  upon,  that  Lord  Beaconsfield  may  keep  his  parliamentary 
majority.  The  moth-eaten  standard  Conservatism  imfurled  eighty 
years  ago  against  Fox  and  the  friends  of  constitutional  reform,  is  to 
wave  once  more  in  defence  of  a  policy  of  legislative  inertness.  The 
only  difference  is  that,  as  France  was  then,  so  Russia  is  to  be  now, 
the  name  of  dread  with  which  to  conjure  against  party  rivals.  So 
that  Lord  Beaconsfield's  Government  can  have  its  way,  it  does  not 
care  that  nation  is  hounded  against  nation.  This  religion  of  inter- 
national fear  and  dislike  is  what  Lord  Salisbury  really  preaches 
under  cover  of  his  magnanimous  injimction  to  electors  to  *  hold  high 
the  standard  of  English  traditions  and  English  honour.'  When  he 
talks  of  *  the  co-operation  of  worthy  allies,'  he  is  thinking  of  their 
use  for  checkmating  states  he  hates,  and  for  trampling  upon  nation- 
alities he  distrusts.  His '  maintenance  of  peace  and  right  abroad '  has 
for  its  end  and  object  the  diversion  of  the  public  mind  from  the 
measures  of  legislative  reform  his  temperament  abhors  at  home. 
He  and  the  Prime  Minister  believe,  and  Mr.  Cross,  with  other 
worthy  members  of  this  Conservative  ministry,  has  taken  it  on  trust 
from  them,  that  the  spell  of  international  jealousy  is  potent  yet.  They 
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will  discover  that  they  have  been  deceiving  themselves.  The  British 
public  has  grown  weary  and  ashamed  of  supposing  its  tranquillity 
to  be  dependent  upon  the  mood  of  Russia.  Its  policy  must  rest  on 
deeper  and  wider  foundations  than  the  gusts  and  caprices  of  Russiaii 
castle-building.  The  outline  of  British  policy  will  be  framed  with 
reference  to  the  wants  of  the  British  Empire,  and  not  to  the  sup- 
posed schemings  of  this  or  that  foreign  statesman.  Were  Prince 
G^ortschakoff  and  General  Kaufmann  to  be  replaced  by  the  least 
restless  officials  to  be  found  in  or  out  of  Russia,  British  policy  ought  • 
to  be  so  constituted  as  to  need  no  essential  change.  If  the  efforts 
of  British  Ministers  were  directed  to  the  strengthening  of  Ghreat 
Britain,  and  not  to  the  contenming  of  another  power,  it  would  be 
discovered  that  the  noisy  cannonade  with  which  Lord  Beaconsfield 
and  Lord  Salisbury  has  been  so  long  deafening  Europe,  had  been 
wasted  upon  a  scarecrow. 

The  British  nation  is  imagined  by  Mr.  Cross  and  Lord  Salisbury 
to  have  developed  of  late  years  a  love  for  a  spirited  foreign  policy. 
But  a  spirited  foreign  policy  is  compatible  with  accurate  measure- 
ment of  the  value  of  objects.  Regard  to  proportion  between  the 
hazard  and  the  stakes  is  equally  compatible  with  a  courage  which 
shuns  no  effort  for  the  attainment  of  ends  which  are  worth  the  risk* 
Lord  Beaconsfield  and  his  fellow-ministers  have  never  appeared  to 
possess  a  standard  for  guaging  the  materiality  of  the  risks  they 
imdertake.  They  were  ready  to  embark  upon  a  tremendous  war  to 
save  for  Turkey  the  military  line  of  the  Balkans,  which  Lord 
Salisbury  himself  admits  to  have  been  relegated  now  into  the  number 
of  dormant  rights.  They  threatened  an  European  conflagration  to 
compel  a  division  of  Bulgaria,  which  will  not  survive  the  next  con- 
vulsion in  Europe.  They  have  forced  a  war  upon  Afghanistan  to 
compel  the  Ameer  to  receive  a  Legation  Shere  Ali  hLmself  could 
not  have  protected.  The  success  of  their  enterprise  has  had  for  its 
natural  result  the  imposition  upon  England  of  the  task  of  administer- 
ing the  affairs  of  a  nation,  described  by  Lord  Salisbury  as  ^  the  most 
perfidious  which  has  ever  existed  on  the  earth.' 

If  the  Liberal  party  be  restored  by  the  coming  elections  to  power, 
it  may  be  expected  to  care  more  for  the  objects  of  diplomacy  than 
for  its  etiquette.  A  Liberal  Minister  might  not  be  so  determine 
as  Lord  Salisbury  to  cancel  a  treaty  because  he  had  not  signed  it. 
He  would  be  more  determined  that  the  treaty,  new  or  old,  when 
become  operative,  should  settle  the  rights  of  the  belligerents  and  of 
Europe  on  a  basis  affording  some  prospect  of  permanency.  A  Liberal 
Minister  would  have  insisted  at  St.  Petersburg  on  the  recall  of  the 
Russian  Mission  to  Cabul.  He  would  not  have  regarded  the  tem- 
porary presence  of  that  Mission  as  an  indignity  inexpiable,  except 
by  the  parade  in  the  Afghan  capital  of  a  counter  British  Mission. 
He  would  have  struck  at  Russia  had  the  security  of  India  demanded 
it.    He  would  not  havo  relented  in  a  prince,  whom  he  desired  above 
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all  things  to  keep  independent,  a  moroseness  which  showed  at  least 
that  quality  to  have  been  developed.  A  Liberal  Minister,  if  Lord 
Salisbury  will  pardon  us  for  the  prediction,  would  incur  any  danger 
to  guard  Constantinople.  But  his  efforts  would  take  the  form  of 
guarding  it  for  Eiurope  rather  than  the  invidious  shape  of  guarding 
it  against  Russia.  Taking  office,  and  with  it  a  bequest  from  his 
predecessors  of  a  number  of  undischarged  responsibilities,  he  would 
consider,  and  accept  or  repudiate  each,  on  its  merits.  Mr.  Cross 
does  not  offer  to  defend  the  Asiatic  protectorate.  Lord  Salisbury 
alludes  to  it  remotely  as  an  excuse  for  extorting  Cyprus.  Lord 
Beaconsfield  assumed  it  to  obtain  a  second-hand  title  to  fight  sL  duel 
with  Bussia.  Lord  BeaconslBeld's  Liberal  successor,  if  he  accept  the 
prerogative,  will  accept  it  in  order  to  authorise  his  coercion  of 
Ottoman  misdoers.  He  would  have  avenged,  as  the  Conservative 
Government  is  attempting  to  do,  the  murder  of  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari. 
He  would  not  fear  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  Conservative  charges  of  faint- 
heartedness through  abandoning  a  suzerainty  over  a  territory  he 
^uld  control  only  by  spasms  of  terrorism.  If  the  country  desire  to 
use  the  Porte  as  a  stick  with  which  to  beat  Bussia ;  if  it  be  bent 
upon  annexing  Afghanistan,  and  making  the  Indian  frontier  march 
with  the  Bussian;  if  it  count  a  year  lost,  which  passes  without  a 
Uireat  of  war  given  or  returned ;  if  it  accept  Lord  Salisbury's  shame- 
less definition  of  '  the  traditional  policy  of  the  English  Government,' 
^nd  mark  its  sympathy  with  each  fresh  concentration  of  European 
interest,  by  pouncing  on  some  new  fortress  whence  it  can  best  scent 
the  carcase — ^then  it  had  better  retain  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord 
Salisbury  in  office.  If  it  prefer  diplomacy  which  obviates  the  neces- 
sity of  force  to  that  which  cannot  believe  the  cart  is  moving  imless 
the  wheels  creak ;  if  it  love  better  to  be  prepared  for  war  than  to 
tempt  war,  to  keep  its  resources  in  hand  against  a  day  of  want 
rather  than  to  mortgage  them  twice  over  to  imjust  and  dubious  enter- 
prises— ^it  will  do  well  to  vote  into  power  statesmen  like  Lord  Ghanville 
•and  Lord  Hartington. 

Lord  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Cross  appear  to  think  they  have  caught 
their  antagonists  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma  when  they  inquire  what  the 
Liberal  leaders  will  do  with  the  engagements  of  the  present  Grovem- 
ment  should  they  return  to  power.  They  have  bitterly  attacked  those 
engagements,  and  are  therefore  logically  bound,  it  is  inferred,  to  re- 
pudiate them.  In  Lord  Salisbury's  opinion,  if  an  opinion  can  be 
<iiscemed  in  an  atmosphere  of  sneers,  that  is  what  would  be  done  by 
Lord  Granville  and  Lord  Hartington.  Once  more  there  would  be '  an 
abdication  of  the  proper  position  of  England ' ;  there  would  be  '  more 
trusting  to  isolation ' ;  more  *  masterly  inactivity ' ;  the  passes  of  the 
Hindoo  Koosh  would  be  evacuated  for  '  somebody  to  walk  in.'  In 
Mr.  Cross's  judgment  a  Liberal  Government  would  eat  its  words,  and 
take  up  the  Conservative  policy  against  which  it  has  always  protested. 
In  fact,  it  would  do  neither  the  one  thing  nor  the  other.    It  would 
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not  lepudiate  the  burdens  incident  to  its  inheritance ;  but  it  would 
claim  the  right  to  discharge  them  after  its  own  fieisbiiMi.  An  Opposi* 
tion  about  to  succeed  to  office  may  indeed  be  subjected  to  a  cruel  per- 
plexity by  predecessors  who  have  unsettled  everything.  If,  indeed,  it 
only  desired  to  evade  responsibility  for  the  contracts  of  the  Conser- 
vative Government,  that  Government^  by  the  way  in  whidi  it  has 
treated  its  own  protectorate  over  Turkey  in  Asia,  bios  shown  how  pos- 
sible it  is  to  contract  an  obligation  without  any  thought  of  fidfilliDg 
it.  But  Liberals  may  be  trusted  to  look  their  encumbrances  more 
courageously  in  the  &ce,  should  the  duty  ever  devolve  upon  thm. 
To  the  Porte  they  would  offer  the  choice  between  being  cast  off  by 
England  and  reform.  If  the  Porte  r^eneiate  itself  the  Asiatic  pro- 
tectorate  will  cease  to  be  an  odious  incubus  on  the  British  conscience^ 
If  it  continue  to  wallow  in  its  foul  sty  of  bureaucratic  jobbery  and 
indolence,  the  protection  even  of  England  could  not  save  it  from 
de0tructk>n.  Lord  Salisbury  is  compelled  to  allow  this  as  fiilly  as  any 
Liberal  could  desire.  He  ^  fears  that  Turkey  may  be  entering  upon 
a  path  of  resolute  resistance  to  reform,  which  can  only  ultimately  end 
in  her  ruin.^  The  difference  between  him  and  Mr,  Gladstone  is  that 
his  policy  has  accelerated  the  ruin  which  Mr.  Gladstone's  might  have 
cured  or  atoned  for.  For  the  Afghan  difficulty  no  better  solution  is 
available  than  recoiurse  to  the  old  precedent.  A  shameful  crime  is 
being  now  punished ;  the  Gabul  outrage  upon  the  law  of  nations  and 
hospitality  is  being  now  avenged ;  Great  Britain  will  soon  be  free  to 
start  afresh,  and  wash  her  hands  once  more  of  liability  for  A^han 
affairs.  The  Afghan  nation  is  not  of  that  order  of  developed  organisms 
which  will  have  suffered  an  irremediable  collapse  even  firom  a  double 
invasion  and  conquest.  The  old  condition  will  be  easily  resumed 
when  the  invaders  have  retired  victorious  from  a  position  it  would 
take  many  years  and  an  incalculable  treasure  to  make  good.  A  re- 
sumption of  the  ancient  relations  can  alone  make  possible  the  attain- 
ment of  the  end  which  the  triumphant  failures  of  the  last  twelve 
months  were  designed  to  accomplish. 

England  will  be  known  well  enough  to  have  withdrawn  of  her  own 
will  from  ground  she  could  have  continued  to  occupy,  but  which  she 
did  not  think  worth  the  pains.  Conservatives  are  fond  of  talking  as 
if  Liberal  Ministers  would  not  have  the  courage  to  pursue  sudi  a 
policy  as  that  into  which  Conservative  Ministers  have  leaped  or 
drifted.  Liberals  themselves  sometimes  deprecate  the  undertakings 
to  which*  Conservative  recklessness  has  committed  England  on  the 
mistaken  groimd  that  she  is  attempting  tasks  beyond  her  power. 
One  result  of  this  distrust  of  English  prowess  is  that,  whenever  a  first 
stage  in  some  blind  alley  of  an  enterprise  has  been  reached,  the  note  of 
Conservative  jubilation  is  raised.  Weak-kneed  Liberals  begin  to  ask 
themselves  whether  Conservative  policy  be  not  justifying  itself.  They 
may  be  sure  the  arm  of  England  is  strong  enough  to  accomplish 
whatever  work  it  sets  itself  to  do.    There  can  never  have  been  a 
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serious  doubt  that  EnglancL  could  check  the  advance  of  Russia  in 
Boumelia,  as  she  might,  had  she  been  foolishly  minded,  have  checked 
the  career  of  Germany  in  France.  There  could  never  have  been  a 
question  of  her  power  to  crush  A%han  resistance.  She  can  if  she 
pleases  annex  the  Afghan  kingdom  for  purposes  of  what  it  pleases^ 
Lord  Salisbury  to  describe  as  '  defence.'  Russian  power  could  not 
stop  her  march  on  Herat,  were  she  bent  on  plumbing  the  A%han 
dominion  to  its  furthest  depthis.  No  sober  critics  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere 
and  the  Colonial  Office  ever  disputed  iiiat  England  could  annihilate  the 
dynasty  of  Cetewayo,  and  even  the  Zulu  nationality.  If  the  Govern- 
ment choose  to  pursue  to  the  end  its  African  policy  of  might  and  force, 
the  fastnesses  of  Secocoeni  will  not  stop  it.  The  real  question  has 
always  been,  not  whether  England  have  the  strength  to  baffle  a  rival, 
or  to  perpetrate  an  injustice,  but  whether  she  will  have  the  will. 
The  very  immensity  of  the  resources  she  commands  is,  on  grounds 
of  simple  self-interest,  a  reason  the  more  for  economising  them.^ 
Innumerable  fields  wait  her  good  pleasure  to  yield  their  increase, 
when  she  shall  have  decided  which  it  will  profit  her  most  to  till. 
France  staked  little  in  watering  Algerian  deserts  or  Cochin-China 
wildernesses  with  blood  and  treasure.  That  too  may  have  been 
a  waste ;  but  it  was  a  waste  of  wealth  which  could  not  have  been 
spent  very  remuneratively  within  her  proper  boundaries.  British 
energies  lavished  on  anti-Russian  rivalries,  on  victories  of  might  over 
right  in  Zululand,  and  efforts  to  flog  A^hans  into  veracity,  charity, 
and  loving-kindness,  are  so  much  capital  withdrawn  from  an  area  in 
which  they  might  have  grown  up  and  borne  a  hundredfold.  Apolo- 
gists for  the  ministerial  policy,  like  Mr.  Cross,  do  not  allege  that  tlie 
British  Empire  is  richer,  more  powerftd,  or  happier  for  that  policy. 
Lord  Salisbury  himself  is  modest  enough  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
assertion  that  but  for  it  the  empire  wotdd  have  been  in  the  way  to 
grow  poorer,  and  weaker,  and  less  secure.  In  proof,  all  they  can  point 
to  is  a  Turkey  threatening,  by  Lord  Salisbury's  own  testimony,  to 
fidl  in  ruins  about  its  protectress,  an  unfathomable  quicksand  defying 
consolidation  on  the  borders  of  Hindostan,  and  the  Cape  Colony  and 
Natal  uttering  wrathful  protests  against  the  indefinite  liabilities^ 
which  are  the  sole  result  of  a  prodigal  expenditure  at  their  instance,, 
if  not  for  their  benefit. 

The  lines  of  British  duty  to  England,  to  the  British  Empire, 
and  to  the  world  outside,  have  become  blurred  and  indistinct  under 
the  influence  of  Lord  Beaconsfield's  and  Lord  Salisbury's  Imperialism. 
A  Liberal  administration  would  have  to  trace  them  again.  The  task  is 
not  an  enviable  one.  Usurping  interests  which  have  benefited,  or  may 
hope  to  benefit,  by  the  g^ieral  confusion  will  be  loud  in  their  out- 
cries and  remonstrances.  These  Conservative  Ministers  have  outdone 
Robin  Hood.  In  finance  as  well  as  in  their  foreign  policy  they  have 
robbed  from  rich  and  poor,  distributing  each  man's  goods  among  his 
neighbours.    Mr.  Cross,  at  Clitheroe,  explained  with  great  solemnity 
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the  profit  the  country  has  made  by  having  to  pay  more  in  Imperial 
taxes  in  return  for  paying  less  in  rates.    The  total  exacted  from  the 
subject  is  probably  by  so  much  the  higher  as  the  supervision  of 
the  payer  is  relaxed.    But  there  is  always  a  pleasant  possibility  that 
the  >  process  of  aggregating  liabilities  which  have  been  hitherto 
separate  and  several,  may  result  in  shuffling  part  of  the  indivi- 
dual burden  on  a  neighbour's  shoulders.   Not  a  single  one  of  the 
many  recent  speculations  in  foreign  intermeddling  has  satisfied  its 
backers;  but  each  has  been  sufficient  to  excite  cupidity.  Afirican 
colonists  are  indignant  at  the  Zulu  arrangement.    But  they  hope 
to  extort  the  cancelling  of  the  articles  they  dislike  as  they  ex- 
torted the  Zulu  war.    Anglo-Indians  are  conscious  of  the  impot- 
ence of  the  new  Afghan  policy  to  compass  the  objects  they  assigned 
for  it.    But  beyond  Cabul  there  is  Herat.    If  Afghanistan  must  be 
conceded  to  be  a  bad  business,  there  is  still  Burmah  to  be  reckoned 
with.    Conservative  intervention  in  Egypt  has  had  the  obvious  but 
dangerous  effect  of  clouding  the  Anglo-French  alliance.    But  Con- 
servative ingenuity  in  inventing  new  diplomatic  complications  con- 
tinues to  fascinate  the  troop  of  political  map-makers.    They  love 
failures,  if  brilliant,  better  by  far  than  the  successes  of  statesmen  too 
prosaic  and  temperate  to  buy  in  the  dark  millions  of  Suez  Canal  stock 
at  something  over  the  market  price.  A  Liberal  Gt)vemment,  from  its 
nature,  cannot  be  a  government  of  surprises.    Its  principles  bind  it 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  nation  on  the  measures  it  contemplates. 
The  Liberal  party,  according  to  the  taunt  thrown  out  against  it  at 
Manchester  by  Lord  Salisbury,  when  it  has  to  select  a  policy,  *  has  to 
select,  not  a  policy  which  unites  it  most,  but  the  policy  which  divides 
it  least.'  The  Liberal  party  does  not,  like  the  great  Conservative  party, 
put  its  hands  behind  its  bsick,  shut  its  eyes,  and  open  its  mouth,  and 
swallow  whatever  its  contemptuous  captains  choose  to  give  it,  whether 
a  fever-stricken  island  or  humble  pie.    The  sobriety  in  Liberal 
foreign  policy  which  comes  of  full  discussion  before  a  decision  is 
taken,  will  fdl  like  a  shower  of  cold  water  on  the  excitable  and  excited 
portion  of  the  community.    That  section  of  the  nation  may  have  lost 
the  power  of  receiving  pleasure  from  the  strong  doses  recently  admi- 
nistered to  it ;  the  defect  will  not  cause  it  to  miss  the  less  potions 
which  it  has  ceased  to  enjoy. 

Any  successors  to  the  present  Ministers,  be  they  Liberals  like 
Lord  Granville  and  Lord  Hartington,  or  even  Conservatives  like 
Lord  Derby  and  Lord  Carnarvon,  must  console  themselves  for  the 
vituperations  in  store  for  them  by  the  satisfiewstion  of  the  wiser  part 
of  the  nation  in  a  sense  of  recovered  security.  Prudent  Ministers, 
however,  for  their  administration  to  compensate  for  its  disinclination 
to  play  the  knight-errant  in  search  of  perilous  adventures,  must  have 
more  than  a  negative  foreign  policy.  They  are  bound  to  take  warn- 
ing from  the  troubles  into  which  Conservative  experimentalists  have 
plunged  the  kingdom.    It  will  be  their  duty  to  guard  by  anticipation 
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against  the  recurrence  of  similar  opportunities  of  mischief.  No  ragged 
ends  must  be  left  for  politicians  of  the  stamp  of  the  present  Prime 
Minister  and  Foreign  Secretary  to  snatch  hold  of,  and  develope  into 
ugly  rents.  When  a  newly-married  couple  occupy  a  house,  they  may 
feel  inclined  to  take  down  the  bars  with  which  previous  tenants  have^ 
fitted  the  bedroom  windows.  They  feel  there  is  no  likelihood  of  sane^ 
adults  throwing  themselves  out.  But  the  years  bring  children,  and 
the  bars  are  foimd  to  be  no  longer  a  superfluous  precaution.  Future 
Liberal  Ministers  had  better  see  that  the  State  windows  are  accommo-^ 
dated  with  all  proper  impediments  to  spirited  infants  overbalancing 
themselves  on  to  the  area  railings. 

Europe  should  be  taken  into  council  more  effectively  and  seriously 
tiian  at  Berlin.  The  Powers  should  be  invited  to  combine  in  placing 
the  affairs  of  Turkey  on  a  solid  foundation.  At  Berlin,  as  Prince 
Bismarck  has  lately  with  his  cynical  candour  disclosed,  the  other  Powers, 
of  Europe  were  merely  a  body  of  witnesses  assembled  to  attest  the 
execution  of  a  deed  of  compromise  by  Great  Britain  and  Bussia.  The 
Porte  is  at  present  a  hot  bed  in  which  enough  fanged  feuds  are 
hatched  to  set  the  whole  world  by  the  ears.  The  last  state  since  the 
cleansing  of  the  house  by  the  Congress  is  worse  than  the  first.  It 
cannot  be  suffered  to  go  on  breeding  venom  for  the  hurt  of 
the  neighbourhood.  The  internal  administration  of  the  Sultan's 
dominions  requires  to  be  purified.  His  relations  with  the  Hellenic 
kingdom  must  be  arranged  on  equitable  terms.  In  India  the  historical 
and  accepted  position  has  to  be  so  strengthened  and  defined  as  to  remove 
the  occasion  of  another  such  discreditable  panic  as  seized  upon  Calcutta 
and  Whitehall  at  the  news  that  a  few  Bussians  were  being  enter- 
tained at  a  semi-barbarous  Court.  Afghanistan  must  be  rendered  at 
once  powerless  for  offence,  and  superfluous  for  defence,  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  old  boundaries  of  India  into  an  impregnable  bulwark 
accessible  by  railways  and  bridges  to  the  whole  combined  military 
strength  of  British  India.  South  African  colonists,  whether  of  Dutch 
or  Eaglish  extraction,  should  be  made  to  believe  that  England, 
for  their  sakes  more  than  for  her  own,  wishes  them  to  cultivate  syih- 
pathy  with  each  other,  and  a  habit  of  self-reliance.  It  would  be  a 
first  duty  of  a  Liberal  Government  to  settle  amicably  the  Transvaal 
difficulty,  to  press  on  Afirican  Confederation,  and  to  hold  aloof  from 
Cafire  wars.  In  Egypt  Great  Britain  must  either  persuade  France 
that  the  interests  of  French  creditors  will  be  best  promoted  by  think- 
ing of  the  Egyptians  first  and  their  creditors  secondly,  or  she  must 
restore  to  M.  Waddington  independence  of  action  and  resume  it  for 
herself. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  course  a  Liberal  Government  should  take 
or  abstain  from  taking.  In  that  we  have  only  been  following  the 
example  of  the  Conservative  Government.  A  Liberal  Government 
is  declared  by  Conservatives  to  be  very  far  off  for  the  present ;  yet  pro- 
minent Conservative  Ministers  have  begun  to  discuss  its  probabla 
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future  elements  as  if  the  Opposition  had  already  returned  to  power.  It 
\%  the  recognised  privilege  of  Her  Majesty's  Opposition  to  employ  atone 
more  negative  than  positive*  An  Opposition  enjoys  a  prescriptive 
right,  of  which  Conservatives  in  Opposition  have  always  availed  t^m* 
selves,  to  attack  rather  than  to  propose.  A  hundred  distinct  statements 

Mr.  Disraeli  of  an  Opposition  leader's  claim  to  such  a  positicm  might 
be  quoted.  The  great  body  of  the  Parliamentary  eloquence  of  Lwd 
Salisbury  might  be  adduced  in  testimony  of  the  propriety  of  in 
Opposition's  ^  policy  of  criticism.'  Yet  there  appears  to  Conservatives 
to  be  no  inconsistency  in  Mr.  Cross  at  Leigh,  Lord  Salisbury  in  the 
Manchester  Free  Trade  Hall,  and  the  Secretary  for  War  in  the  Pomona 
Gardens  charging  this  very  policy  of  criticism  as  a  crime  upon  the 
Liberal  party.  The  truth  is  that  Ministers  and  their  adversaries 
might  be  supposed  to  have  changed  places,  to  judge  by  the  curiosity 
the  former  evince  respecting  the  programme  of  the  latt^  aad  by  the 
horror  and  dismay  they  display  at  being  required  to  justify  their  own 
acts.  The  Opposition  need  not,  on  its  side,  shrink  from  accqpfting 
the  challenge,  however  unusual.  It  possesses  a  policy,  and  should 
not  fear  to  propound  it.  When  it  will  have  an  opportunity  for  putting 
it  in  operation  may  be  uncertain.  Before  Liberal  statesmen  can 
accept  office  with  any  satisfieu^tion,  the  Liberal  party  must  take  oertain 
good  advice  of  Mr.  Cross  and  Lord  Salisbury  to  heart.  There 
could  not  be  a  more  experienced  witness  to  the  beauty  of  party 
discipline  and  docility  than  the  Foreign  Secretary.  Liberals 
should  speedily  make  up  their  minds  whetibier  the  tail  or  the  head  is 
to  lead.  The  worry  of  divided  councils  cannot  be  safely  added  to 
the  load  otherwise  very  hard  to  bear,  which  it  will  strain  the  highest 
energies  and  devotion  to  support. 

It  is  abundantly  clear  that  the  Liberal  chiefis  have  no  reason  to 
hope  that  the  date  of  their  accession  to  power  may  be  very  near. 
If  Lord  Beaconsfield's  Cabinet  has  done  little  else  effectually,  it  has 
at  all  events  rendered  the  task  of  administration  infinitely  surdnoot 
for  its  successors.  Whatever  interval  may  elapse  before  its  successors 
succeed  may  be  profitably  employed  by  them  in  endeavouring  to 
unteach  the  nation  the  extraordinary  lessons  which  have  been  im- 
parted to  it  during  the  past  two  years.  The  policy  of  surprises 
may  not  yet  be  exhausted.  Anything  is  possible,  i<x  instance,  on 
the  shores  of  the  Nile,  with  a  Government  like  Lord  Beaconsficdd's 
seated  on  the  shores  of  the  Thames.  Things  might  suddenly  be  done 
in  Egypt  which  would  sow  a  crop  of  immeasurable  international 
bitterness  and  ill-will  for  future  generations  of  Englishmen  and 
Frenchmen  to  reap.  In  Burmah  the  instant  peril  may  be  conjee- 
tured  to  have  been  dissipated,  or  at  least  postponed.  But  corre- 
spondence from  Rangoon  and  Prome  shows  that  influences  are  still 
being  exerted  on  the  Burmese  frontier  to  obtain  the  use  of  Englidi 
troops  in  a  character  intermediate  between  pioneers  of  commeroe 
«nd  vindicators  of  hiunanity.    King  Thebaw  very  likdy  may  be  as 
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ruthless  a  tyrant  as  an  easteni  palace  ever  reared.  A  vehement 
Liberal  like  Mr.  Chamberlain  must  have  thought  so  when  he  indulged 
•on  the  14th  of  October  in  what  we  must  deem  an  ill-judged  outburst 
4tt  Glasgow  against  the  pusillanimity  of  Grovemment  for  ^  swallowing,' 
^  he  terms  it,  ^  the  affront '  offered  to  the  British  envoy  at  Mandalay* 
Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  seems  strange  that  other  European  residents 
in  Mandalay  neither  feu:  for  their  lives  in  continuing  within  the  power 
^f  this  supposed  farutal  butcher,  nor  even  admit  the  spontaneous 
hairod  of  tiie  King  for  England.  They  deny,  according  to  a  corres- 
pondent in  British  Burmah  of  one  of  the  firmest  journalistic  Mends 
of  the  Gonaenrative  G-ovemment,  that  the  Burmese  wish  or  ever 
widied  for  war  with  this  country.  '  Where  the  Burmese  appeared 
menacing  or  discourteous  they  have  been  influenced  by  our  warlike 
preparations.'  How  this  may  be  cannot  be  well  detanmsed  with 
the  present  materials.  Though  the  Burmese  throne  wouM  be  easily 
overthrown,  its  authority,  such  as  it  is,  ovm*  the  wild  tribes  of  the 
kingdom  could  ill  be  replaced.  The  most  bitter  opponent  of  Lord 
fieaconsfield's  and  Lord  Salisbuiy's  harassing  foreign  policy  would 
not  expect  England  to  wait  the  pleasure  of  an  enemy  to  attack  her. 
But  then  the  reality  of  the  intention  to  make  the  suspected  aggres- 
sion must  be  certified  by  witnesses  less  interested  than  the  merchants 
of  Bangoon.  There  are  always  persons  like  these  gentlemen,  more 
eager  to  resent  a  supposed  affront  than  to  examine  the  evidence  on 
which  the  charge  rests.  They  strike  first  and  hear  afterwards.  It 
is  a  habit  which  the  Conservative  Government,  by  precept  and 
example,  has  exalted  into  a  special  British  virtue.  Yet  some  way 
has  already  been  made  towards  inducing  a  more  equitable  temper. 
A  very  few  months  back  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  course  to 
condemn  King  Thebaw  unheard.  King  Thebaw  does  not  owe  his 
reprieve  solely  to  more  absorbing  occupations  for  British  arms.  If 
Burmah  be  not  annexed  it  is  due  in  part  to  Liberal  remonstrances 
against  the  Afghan  and  Zulu  wars.  Liberal  leaders,  by  compelling 
the  country  and  its  Conservative  rulers  to  look  at  the  relations 
between  foreign  states  and  England  with  other  than  exclusively 
British  eyes,  may  thus  do  as  good  work  as  if  they  were  themselves 
governing  the  nation  instead  merely  of  advising  it. 

Lord  Salisbury  has  warned  both  them  and  the  nation  that  there 
is  not  merely  a  past  to  be  repented  of,  but  a  future  to  be  guarded 
against.  In  his  speech  at  the  Free  Trade  Hall  the  country  has 
recent  Conservative  practice  condensed  into  a  Conservative  principle 
packed  ready  for  immediate  use  in  any  circumstances.  No  sudden 
emotion  of  greediness,  it  appears,  tempted  the  Q-ovemment  to  ap- 
propriate Cyprus.  The  act  was  but  a  natural  result  of  the  manner 
in  which  Great  Britain  keeps  her  diary  of  European  progress. 
Tourists  faring  back  a  stick,  a  penknife,  a  photograph,  or,  it  may  be, 
only  a  toothpick,  to  mark  each  new  spot  of  interest  they  have 
visited.    So  L(nrd  Salisbury  holds  an  English  Minister  diould  be 
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punctilious  tx)  bring  back  his  stick  or  his  toothpick,  in  the  shape  of 
an  island  or  a  cape,  firom  each  fresh  centre  of  European  interest 
It  is  not  the  value  of  the  acquisition  the  tourist  r^ards.  Probably 
as  soon  as  he  returns  he  throws  his  hoards  unopened  into  a  comer 
or  a  drawer.  In  the  same  way  Lord  Salisbury  waives  discussion  of 
the  intrinsic  worth  of  Cyprus  to  England.  The  sentiment  is  what 
an  elevated  soul  like  his  cares  for.  Had  Great  Britain  intervened, 
as  the  Conservative  party  hoped,  in  the  Schleswig-Holstein  War, 
she  would,  we  suppose,  have  beeoi  expected  by  Lord  Salisbury  to 
come  home  with  a  new  Danish  islet  in  her  portmanteau,  if  not 
Heligoland  out  of  it.  The  Franco-Crerman  War  might  have  yielded 
a  rock  off  St.  Malo,  or  a  coast  village  in  Cayenne.  Anything,  how- 
ever trifling,  suffices  to  maintain  tiie  practice  and  tradition.  The 
one  essential  ix>int,  according  to  this  Conservative  theory,  is  to  re- 
mind the  nations  that  England  is  prudent  in  her  generosity — ^that 
she  does  nothing  for  nothing.  It  is  a  beautiful  theory,  and  accounts 
to  perfection,  as  such  a  theory  should,  for  the  facts  from  which  it  was 
formed.  If  it  have  a  defect,  it  perhaps  is  that  it  needs  for  future 
applications  at  once  a  British  Minister  not  too  proud  to  plunder  an 
idly,  and  an  ally  not  too  courageous  to  resist. 

October  23. 


KOTIOE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

OommunieaHona  to  the  Editor  should  he  addressed  to  him  at  ^gPaternosier 
Bowy  E.O. 

TTfwmited  MS8*  can  only  he  considered  and  returned  at  the  convenieMS 
^fthe  Editor. 
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AN    OLD  SOLDIEB. 

VTOW  Mr.  Jellicorse  had  been  taking  a  careful  view  of  everything. 
±\  He  wished  to  be  certain  of  placing  himself  both  on  the  righteous 
side  and  the  right  one ;  and  in  such  a  case  this  was  not  to  be  done 
without  much  circumspection.  He  felt  himself  bound  to  his  present 
clients,  and  could  not  even  dream  of  deserting  them ;  but  still  there 
are  many  things  that  may  be  done  to  conciliate  the  adversary  of 
one's  friend  without  being  &l8e  to  the  Mend  himself.  And  some  of 
these  already  were  occurring  to  the  lawyer. 

It  was  true  that  no  adversary  had  as  yet  appeared,  nor  even 
shown  token  of  existence ;  but  some  little  sign  of  complication  had 
arisen,  and  one  serious  fact  was  come  to  light.  The  solicitors  of  Sir 
Ulphus  de  Roos  (the  grandson  of  Sir  Fursan,  whose  daughter  had 
married  Richard  Yordas)  had  pretty  strong  evidence  in  some  old 
letters  that  a  deed  of  appointment  had  been  made  by  the  said  Richard, 
and  Eleanor  his  wife,  under  the  powers  of  their  settlement.  Luckily 
they  had  not  been  employed  in  the  matter,  and  possessed  not  so  much 
as  a  draft  or  a  letter  of  instructions ;  and  now  it  was  no  concern  of 
theirs  to  make,  or  meddle,  or  even  move.  Neither  did  they  know 
that  any  question  could  arise  about  it ;  for  they  were  a  highly  an- 
tiquated firm,  of  most  rigid  respectability,  being  legal  advisers  to  the 
Chapter  of  York  and  clerks  of  the  Prerogative  Court,  and  able  to 
charge  twice  as  much  as  almost  any  other  firm,  and  nearly  three  times 
as  much  as  poor  Jellicorse. 

Mr.  Jellicorse  had  been  most  skilful  and  wary  in  sounding  these 
deep  and  silent  people ;  for  he  wanted  to  find  out  how  much  they 
knew  without  letting  them  suspect  that  there  was  anything  to  know. 
And  he  proved  an  old  woman's  will  gratis,  or  at  least  put  it  down  to 
those  who  could  afford  it — ^because  nobody  meant  to  have  it  proved 
— simply  for  the  sake  of  getting  golden  contact  with  Messrs. 
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Akeborum,  Micklegate,  and  Brigant*  Bight  craftily  then  did  he 
fetch  a  young  member  of  the  firm,  who  delighted  in  angling,  to  take 
his  holiday  at  Middleton  and  fish  the  goodly  Tees ;  and  by  gentle  and 
casual  discourse  of  gossip,  in  hours  of  hospitality,  out  of  him  he 
hooked  and  landed  aU  that  his  £rm  knew  of  the  Yoidas  race*  Young 
Brigant  thought  it  natural  enough  that  his  host,  as  the  lawyer  of 
that  femily,  and  their  trusted  adviser  for  five-and-twenty  years, 
should  like  to  talk  over  things  of  an  elder  date,  which  now  could  be 
little  more  than  trifles  of  genealogical  history.  He  got  some  fine 
fishing  and  good  dinners,  and  found  himself  pleased  with  the  river 
and  the  town,  and  his  very  kind  host  and  hostess ;  and  it  came  into 
his  head  that  if  Miss  Emily  grew  up  as  pretty  and  lively  as  she  pro- 
mised to  be,  he  might  do  worse  than  marry  her,  and  open  a  connection 
with  such  a  fishing  station.  At  any  rate  he  left  her  as  a  ^  chose  in 
action,'  which  might  be  reduced  into  possession  some  fine  day. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  Jordas,  after  a  long  and  muddy 
ride,  sent  word  that  he  would  like  to  see  the  master  for  a  minute  or 
two,  if  convenient.  The  days  were  grown  short,  and  the  candles  lit, 
and  Mr.  JelHcorse  was  feist  asleep^  having  had  a  good  deal  to  get 
through  that  day,  including  an  excellent  supper.  The  Jawyer^s  ^e 
said,  ^  Let  him  csJl  in  the  moming.*  Business  is  over,  and  the  office 
is  closed.  Susanna,  your  master  must  not  be  disturbed.'  But  the 
master  awoke,  and  declared  that  he  would  see  him. 

Candles  were  set  in  the  study,  while  Jordas  was  having  a  trifle  of 
refreshment ;  and  when  he  came  in,  Mr.  Jellicorse  was  there,  with 
Jiis  spectacles  on,  and  full  of  business. 

^  Asking  of  your  pardon,  sir,  for  disturbing  of  you  now,'  said  the 
ndogman,  witii  the  rain  upon  his  tarred  coat  shining,  ia  a  little  course 
^of  drainage  from  his  great  brown  beard,  ^  my  orders  wi^r  to  lay  this 
in  your  own  hand,  and  seek  answer  to-mmow  by  dinneiytime,  if 
may  be.' 

^  Master  Jordas,  you  shall  have  it,  if  it  can  be.  Do  you  know 
anybody  who  can  promise  more  than  that? ' 

^  Plenty,  sir,  to  promise  it,  as  you  must  know  by  this  time ;  bat 
never  a  body  to  perform  so  much  as  halt  But  craving  of  your 
pardon  again,  and  separate,  I  wud  foin  spake  a  word  or  two  of 
myself.' 

^  Certainly,  Jordas ;  I  shall  listen  with  great  pleasure.  A  fine- 
looking  fellow  like  you  must  have  affairs.  And  the  lady  oo^t  to 
jnake  some  settlement.    It  shall  all  be  done  for  ypu  at  half-price.^ 

^No,  sir,  it  is  none  o'  that  kind  of  thing,'  the  dogman  answered, 
with  a  smile,  as  if  he  might  have  had  such  opportunities,  but  would 
trouble  no  lawyear  about  them ;  ^  and  I  get  top  much  of  half-price  at 
home.  It  is  about  my  ladies  I  desire  to  make  speech.  They  keep 
their  business  too  tight,  master.' 

^Jordas,  you  have  been  well  taught  and  trained ;  and  yoa  are  a 
man  of  sagacity.  Tell  me  faithfidly  what  you  mean.  It  shall  go  no 
further.   And  it  noay  be  of  great  service  to  your  ladies.' 
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.  ^It  is  not  much.  Master  J^Uicoaaei  ami  7011  oiajr.mf^e  less  than 
that  of  it.  But  a  lie  shnd  be  met  aiul  knocked  doon,  sir,  according 
to  my  <qainion.' 

Certainly,  Jordas,  when  an  action  will  ]M>t  lie ;  and  sometinftes 
even  where  it  does,  it  is  wise  to  oownii  a  doS^sible  assaults  and  ep 
to  become  the  defendant*   Jordas,  you  are  \a%  enoitgh  to  do  tha/t/  r 

'Master  Jellicoose,  you  are  a  pleasant  man ;  but  you .  twist  my 
maning,  as  a  lawyer  miiust.  They  all  does  it  to  keep  their  lumd  in. 
I  am '  speaking  of  the  stories,  sir,  that  is  so  much  about.  And  I 
think  that  my  ladies  should  be  told  of  them  right  out,  and  come 
forward,  and  lay  their  hands  on  them.  The  Yordases  always  did 
wrong,  of  old  time ;  but  they  never  was  afraid  to  jump  on  it.' 

^  My  friend,  you  speak  in  parables.  What  stories  have  arisen  to 
be  jumped  upon  ? ' 

*  Well,  sir,  for  one  thing,  they  do  tell  that  the  proper  owner  of 
the  property  is  Sir  Duncan,  now  away  in  India«  A  man  hath  oome 
home  who  knows  him  well,  and  sayeth  that  he  is  like  a  Prince  out 
theee,  with  command  of  a  country  twice  . as  .big  as  Great  Britain,  and 
they  up  and  make  "  Sir  Duncan  "  of  him,,  by  his  duty  to  the  King. 
And  if  he  cometh  home,  all  must  fall  before  him.' 

^Even  the  law  of  the  land,  I  suppose,  and  the  wiU  of  his  own 
fether.   Pretty  well,  so  far,  Jordas  I   And  what  next  ? '  . 

*  Nought,  sir,  .nought.    But  I  thought  \  wui?  dutyrbound  to  tell 
you  that.   What  is  women  before  a  man  Y ordas  ? ' . 

'My  good  friend,  we  will  not  despair.  ,  ,But  you  are  keeping  back 
something ;  I  know  it  by  your  feet.  You  a^e  .<iuty-J[x)wd  to  tell  me 
every  word  now,  Jordas.' 

'The  lawyers  is  the  devil,'  said  the  dpgman  to  Jpdmself ;  .apd 
being  quite  used  to  this  reflection,  Mr.  Jellicorse  smiled  and  nodded ; 
'but  if  you  must  have  it  all,  sir,  it  is  no  more  than. this.  Jack 
o'  the  Smithies,  as  is  to  marry  Sally  o'  Will  o'  the  Wallhead,  is  to  have 
the  lease  of  Shipboro'  farm,  and  he  is  the  man  as  hath  told  it  all/ 

'  Very  weU.  We  will  wish  him  good  luck  with  his  farm,'  Mr. 
Jellicorse  answered  cheerfi^lly ;  '  and  what  is  even  rarer  now-a-days, 
I  fear,  good  luck  of  his  wife.  Master  Jordas.' 

But  as  soon  as  the  sturdy  retainer  was  gone,  and  the  sound  of  his 
heavy  boots  had  died  away,  Mr.  Jellicorse  fiSiook  his  head  very  gravely, 
and  said,  as  he  opened  and  looked  through  his  packet,  which  con- 
firmed the  words  of  Jordas, '  Sad  indiscretion — ^want  of  legal  know- 
ledge— ^headstrong  women — ^the  very  way  to  spoil  it  all  I  My  troubles 
are  beginning ;  and  I  had  better  go  to  bed.' 

His  good  wife  seconded  this  wise  resolve ;  and  without  further 
parley  it  was  put  into  effect,  and  proclaimed  to  be  successful  by  a 
symphony  of  snores.  For  this  is  the  excellence  of  having  other 
people's  cares  to  carry  (with  the  carriage  weU  paid),  that  they  sit 
very  lightly  on  the  springs  of  sleep.  That  well-balanced  vehicle 
roUs  on  smoothly,  without  jerk,  or  jar,  or  kick,  so  long  as  it  travel 
over  alien  land. 
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In  the  morning,  Mr.  Jellicorse  was  up  to  anything,  Intimate, 
legal,  and  likely  to  be  paid  for.  Not  that  he  would  stir  half  the 
breadth  of  one  wheat-corn,  even  for  the  sake  of  his  daily  bread,  from 
the  straight  and  strict  line  of  integrity.  He  had  made  up  his  mind 
about  that  long  ago,  not  only  from  natural  virtue,  strong  and  domi- 
nant as  that  was,  but  also  by  dweUing  on  his  high  repute,  and  the 
solid  foundations  of  his  character.  He  scarcely  Imew  anybody,  when 
he  came  to  think  of  it,  capable  of  taking  such  a  lofty  course ;  bat 
that  simply  confirmed  him  in  his  stem  resolve  to  do  what  was  right 
and  expedient. 

It  was  quite  one  o'clock  before  Jack  o*  the  Smithies  rang  the 
bell  to  see  about  his  lease.  He  ought  to  have  done  it  two  hours 
sooner,  if  he  meant  to  become  a  humble  tenant ;  and  the  lawyer, 
although  he  had  plenty  to  do  of  other  people's  business,  looked  upon 
this  as  a  very  bad  sign.  Then  he  read  his  letter  of  instructions  once 
more,  and  could  not  but  admire  the  nice  brevity  of  these,  and  the 
skilful  style  of  hinting  much,  and  declaring  very  little. 

For  after  giving  full  particulars  about  the  £Etrm,  and  the  rent, 
and  the  covenants  required.  Mistress  Yordas  proceeded  thus, — 

^  The  new  tenant  is  the  son  of  a  former  occupant,  who  proved  to 
be  a  remarkably  honest  man  in  a  case  of  strong  temptation.  As 
happens  too  often  with  men  of  probity,  he  was  misled  and  made 
bankrupt,  and  died  about  twelve  years  ago,  I  think.  Please  to  verify 
this  by  reference.  The  late  tenant  was  bis  nephew,  and  has  never 
perceived  the  necessity  of  paying  rent.  We  have  been  obliged  to 
distrain,  as  you  know ;  and  I  wish  John  Smithies  to  buy  in  what  he 
pleases.  He  has  saved  some  capital  in  India,  where  I  am  told  he 
fought  most  gallantly.  Singular  to  say,  he  has  met  with,  and 
perhaps  served  under,  our  lamented  and  lost  brother  Duncan,  of 
whom  and  his  family  he  may  give  us  interesting  particulars.  You 
know  how  this  neighbourhood  excels  in  idle  talk,  and  if  John 
Smithies  becomes  our  tenant,  his  discourse  must  be  confined  to  his 
own  business.  But  he  must  not  hesitate  to  impart  to  you  any  facts 
you  may  think  it  right  to  ask  about.  Jordas  will  bring  us  your 
answer,  under  seal.' 

*  Skilfully  put,  up  to  that  last  word,  which  savours  too  much  of 
teaching  me  my  own  business.  Aberthaw,  are  you  quite  ready  with 
that  lease?    It  is  wanted  rather  in  a  hurry.' 

As  Mr.  Jellicorse  thought  the  former  and  uttered  the  latter  part 
of  these  words,  it  was  plain  to  see  that  he  was  fidgety.  He  had  put 
on  superior  clothes  to  get  up  with  ;  and  the  clerks  had  whispered  to 
one  another  that  it  must  be  his  wedding-day,  and  ought  to  end  in  a 
half-holiday  all  round,  and  be  chalked  thenceforth  on  the  calendar ; 
but  instead  of  being  joyful  and  jocular,  like  a  man  who  feels  a  saving 
Providence  over  him,  the  lawyer  was  as  dismal,  and  unsettled,  and 
splenetic,  as  a  prophet  on  the  brink  of  wedlock.  But  the  very  last 
thing  that  he  ever  dreamed  of  doubting  was  his  power  to  turn  this 
old  soldier  inside  out. 
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Jack'o'  the  Smithies  was  annaunced  at  last;  and  the  lawyer, 
being  vexed  with  him  for  taking  such  a  time,  resolved  to  let  him 
take  a  little  longer ;  and  kept  him  waiting,  without  any  bread  and 
cheese,  for  nearly  half  an  hour.  The  wisdom  of  doing  this  depended 
on  the  character  of  the  man,  and  the  state  of  his  finances.  And  both 
of  these  being  strong  enough  to  stand,  to  keep  him  so  long  on  his 
legs  was  unwise.  At  last  he  came  in,  a  very  sturdy  sort  of  fellow, 
thinking  no  atom  the  less  of  himself  because  some  of  his  anatomy 
was  honourably  gone. 

'  Servant,  sir,'  he  said,  making  a  salute ;  *  I  had  orders  to  come  to 
you  about  a  little  lease.' 

'  Right,  my  man ;  I  remember  now.  You  are  thinking  of  taking  to 
your  father's  farm,  after  knocking  about  for  some  years  in  foreign  parts. 
Ah,  nothing  like  old  England  after  all  I  And  to  tread  the  ancestral 
soil,  and  cherish  the  old  associations,  and  to  nurture  a  virtuous 
family  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  to  be  ready  with  the  rent  ' 

*  Eent  is  too  high,  sir ;  I  must  have  five  pounds  ofi*.  It  ought  to  be 
ten,  by  right.    Cousin  Joe  has  taken  all  out,  and  put  nought  in.' 

*  John  o'  the  Smithies,  you  astonish  me.  I  have  strong  reason 
for  believing  that  the  rent  is  far  too  low.  I  have  no  instructions  to 
reduce  it.' 

*  Then  I  must  tiy  for  another  farm,  sir.  I  can  have  one  of  better 
land,  under  Sir  Walter ;  only  I  seemed  to  hold  on  to  the  old  place ; 
and  my  Sally  like  to  be  under  the  old  ladies.' 

*  Old  ladies  I  Jack,  wliat  are  you  come  to  ?  Beautiful  ladies  in 
the  prime  of  life — but  perhaps  they  would  be  old  in  India.  I  fear 
that  you  have  not  learned  much  behaviour.  But  at  any  rate  you 
ought  to  know  yoiu:  own  mind.  Is  it  your  intention  to  refuse  so 
kind  an  offer  (which  was  only  made  for  your  father's  sake,  and  to 
please  your  faithful  Sally),  simply  because  another  of  your  fiunily  has 
not  been  honest  in  his  farming  V 

*  I  never  have  took  it  in  that  way  before,'  the  steady  old  soldier 
answered,  showing  that  rare  phenomenon,  the  dawn  of  a  new  opinion 
upon  a  stubborn  face.  *  Give  me  a  bit  to  turn  it  over  in  my  mind, 
sir.    I^awyers  be  so  quick,  and  so  nimble,  and  all-comer'd.' 

^  Turn  it  over  fifty  times.  Master  Smithies.  We  have  no  wish  to 
force  the  farm  upon  you.  Take  a  pinch  of  snuff*,  to  help  your  sense 
of  justice.  Or  if  you  would  like  a  pipe,  go  and  have  it  in  my 
kitchen.  And  if  you  are  hungry,  cook  will  give  you  eggs  and  bacon.' 

*  No,  sir ;  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you.  I  never  make  much 
o'  my  thinking.  I  go  by  what  the  Lord  sends  right  inside  o'  me, 
whenever  I  have  decent  folk  to  deal  with.  And  spite  of  your  cloth, 
sir,  you  have  a  honest  look.' 

'  You  deserve  another  pinch  of  snuflF  for  that.  Master  Smithies, 
you  have  a  gift  of  putting  hard  things  softly.  But  this  is  not 
business.    Is  your  mind  made  up  ? ' 

'  Yes,  sir.  I  will  take  the  &rm  at  full  rent,  if  the  covenants  are 
to  my  liking.   They  must  be  on  both  sides — ^both  sides,  mind  you.' 
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Mr.  Jellicorse  smiled^  as  he  began  to  read  the  draft  prepared 
from  a  very  ancient  form  which  was  firmly  established  on  the  Scir- 
gate  Hall  estates.  The  covenants,  as  usual,  were  aU  upon  one  side, 
the  lessee  being  bound  to  a  multitude  of  things,  and  the  lessor  to 
little  more  than  the  acceptance  of  the  rent.  But  such  a  result  is  in 
the  nature  of  the  case.  Yet  Jack  o'  the  Smithies  was  not  well 
content.  In  him  the  true  Yorkshire  stubbornness  was  multipUed 
by  the  dogged  tenacity  of  a  British  soldier;  and  the  aggr^;ate 
raised  to  an  unknown  power  by  the  efforts  of  shrewd  ignorance ;  and 
at  last  the  lawyer  took  occasion  to  say, — 

*  Master  John  Smithies,  you  are  worthy  to  serve  under  the  colours 
of  a  Yordas.' 

^  That  I  have,  sir,  that  I  have  I '  cried  the  veteran,  taken  unawares, 
and  shaking  the  stump  of  his  arm  in  proof ;  ^  I  have  served  under 
Sir  Dimcan  Yordas,  who  will  come  home  some  day  and  claim  his 
own ;  and  he  won't  want  no  covenants  of  me.' 

'  You  cannot  have  served  under  Duncan  Yordas,'  Mr.  Jellicorse 
answered,  with  a  smile  of  disbelief,  craftily  rousing  tiie  pugnacity  of 
the  man ;  ^  because  he  was  not  even  in  the  army  of  the  Company,  or 
any  other  army.  I  mean,  of  course,  unless  there  was  some  other 
Duncan  Yordas.' 

*  Tell  me  I '  Jack  o'  the  Smithies  almost  shouted ;  '  tell  me  about 
Duncan  Yordas,  indeed  1  Who  he  was,  and  what  he  wasn't  1  And 
what  do  lawyers  know  of  such  things  ?  Why,  you  might  have  to 
command  a  regiment,  and  read  covenants  to  them  out  there  I  *Sir 
Duncan  was  not  our  colonel,  nor  our  captain  ;  but  we  were  under  his 
orders,  all  the  more ;  and  well  he  knew  how  to  give  them.  Not  one 
in  fifty  of  us  was  white ;  but  he  made  us  all  as  good  as  white  men ; 
and  the  enemy  never  saw  the  colour  of  our  backs.  I  wish  I  was  out 
there  again,  I  do,  and  would  have  stayed,  but  for  being  hoarse  of 
combat ;  though  the  fault  was  never  in  my  throat,  but  in  my  arm.' 

^  There  is  no  fault  in  your  throat,  John  Smithies,  except  that  it 
is  a  great  deal  too  loud.  I  am  sorry  for  Sally,  with  a  temper  such  as 
yours.' 

*That  shows  how  much  you  know  about  it.  I  never  lose  my 
temper,  without  I  hearken  lies.  And  for  you  to  go  and  say  that  I 
never  saw  Sir  Duncan  ' 

*  I  said  nothing  of  the  kind,  my  friend.  But  you  did  not  come 
here  to  talk  about  Duncan,  captain,  or  colonel,  or  nabob,  or  n^ah,  or 
whatever  potentate  he  may  be — of  him  we  desire  to  know  nothing 
more — a  man  who  ran  away,  and  disgraced  his  family,  and  killed  his 
poor  father,  knows  better  than  ever  to  set  his  foot  on  Scargate  land 
again.  You  talk  about  having  a  lease  from  him,  a  man  with  fifty 
wives,  I  dare  say,  and  a  hundred  children  I  We  all  know  what  they 
are,  out  there.' 

There  are  very  few  tricks  of  the  human  face  divine  more  fordhly 
expressive  of  contempt  than  the  lowering  of  the  eyelids,  ^o  that  only 
a  narrow  streak  of  eye  is  exposed  to  the  f ellow-mortol,  and  that  streak 
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fixed  upon  him  stead&stly ;  and  the  contumely  isr  jnteiiisilled  when  (as 
in  the  present  instance)  the  m^an  who  does  it  is  gifted  ^h  yellow  lashes 
on  the  under  lid.  Jack  o'  the  Smithies  treated  Mr.  Jellicorse  to  a 
gaze  of  this  sort;  and  the  lawyer,  whose  wraUi  had  been  feigned,  to 
rouse  the  other's,  and  so  extract  full  information,  begian  to  feel  his 
own  temper  rise.  And  if  Jack  had  known  when  to  hold  bis  tqngue, 
he  must  have  had  the  besib  of  it.  But  the  lawyer  knew  this,  and  the 
soldier  did  not. 

^Master  Jellicorse,'  said  the  latter,  with  his  forehead  deeply 
wrinkled,  and  his  eyes  now  opened  to  their  widest;  'in  saying  of 
that  you  make  a  liar  of  yourself.  Lease,  or  no  lease — that  you  do. 
Leasing  stands  for  lying  in  the  Bible,  and  a'  seemeth  to  do  the  same 
thing  in  Yorkdiire.  Fifty  wives,  and  a  hundred  children  1  Sir 
Duncan  hath  had  one  wifie,  and  lost  her,  through  the  Neljan  fever 
and  her  worry ;  and  a  Yorkshire  lady,  as  you  might  know — ^and  never 
hath  he  cared  to  look  at  any  woman  since.  There  now,  what  you 
make  of  that — ^you  lawyers  that  make  out  every  man  a  rake,  and 
every  woman  a  light  o'  love  ?    Get  along  I    I  hate  the  lot  o'  you.' 

*  What  a  strange  character  you  are !  You  must  have  had  jungfe 
fever,  I  should  think.  No,  Diana,  there  is  no  danger ' — for  Jack  o^ 
the  Smithies  had  made  such  a  noise  that  Mrs.  Jellicorse  got  fright- 
ened, and  ran  in ;  '  this  poor  man  has  only  one  arm ;  and  if  he  had 
two,  he  could  not  hurt  me,  even  if  he  wished  it.  Be  pleased  to 
withdraw,  Diana.  John  Smithies,  you  have  simply  made  a  fool  of 
yourself.  I  have  not  said  a  word  against  Sir  Duncan  Yordas,  or  his 
wife,  or  his  son  ' 

'  He  hath  no  son,  I  teU  you ;  and  that  was  partly  how  he  lost  his  wife.' 

'  Well,  then,  his  daughters ;  I  have  said  no  harm  of  them.' 

'And  very  good  reason — ^because  he  hath  none.  You  lawyers 
think  you  are  so  clever ;  and  you  never  know  anjrthing  rightly.  Sir 
Duncan  hath  himself  alone  to  see  to,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
darkies  to  manage,  with  a  score  of  British  bayonets.  But  he  never 
heedeth  the  bayonets,  not  he.' 

.'I  have  read  of  such  men,  but  I  never  saw  them,'  Mr.  Jellicorse 
said,  as  if  thinking  to  himself;  '  I  always  feel  doubt  about  the  possi-- 
bility  of  them.' 

'  He  hath  ten  elephants,'  continued  Soldier  Smithies,  resolved  to 
crown  the  pillar  of  his  wonders,  while  about  it ; '  ten  great  elephants, 
that  come  a^d  kneel  before  him,  and  a  thousand  men  ready  to  nm  to 
his  thumb;  and  his  word  is  law,  better  law  than  is  in  England,. for 
scores  and  scores  of  miles  on  the  top  of  hundreds.' 

'  Why  did  you  come  away,  John  Smithies  ?  Why  did  you  leave 
such  a  great  prince,  and  come  home  ?' 

'Because  it  waa  home,  sir.    And  for  sake  of  Sally.' 

'  There  is  some  sense  in  that,  my  friend.  And  now  if  you  wish 
to  make  a  happy  life  for  Sally,  you  will  do  as  I  advise  you-  Will 
iyou  take  nay  advice?  My  tinpie  is  of  v;alue;  and  I  am  not  accus- 
tomed to  waste  words.'  .    .      , .  i 
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^  Well,  sir,  I  will  hearken  to  you.  No  man  that  meaneth  it,  can 
say  more  than  that.' 

*  Jack  o'  the  Smithies,  you  are  acute.  You  have  not  been  all 
over  the  world  for  nothing.  But  if  you  have  made  up  your  mind  to 
settle,  and  be  happy  in  your  native  parts,  one  thing  must  be  attended 
to.  It  is  a  maxim  of  law,  time-honoured  and  of  the  highest 
authority,  that  the  tenant  must  never  call  in  question  the  title  of 
his  landlord.  Before  attorning,  you  may  do  so ;  after  that  you  are 
estopped.  Now  is  it,  or  is  it  not,  your  wish  to  become  the  tenant  of 
the  Smithies  fsirm,  which  your  father  held  so  honourably  ?  Farm- 
produce  is  fetching  great  prices  now ;  and  if  you  refuse  this  oflFer, 
we  have  a  man,  the  day  after  to-morrow,  who  will  give  my  ladies  lOi. 
more,  and  who  has  not  been  a  soldier,  but  a  farmer  all  his  life.' 

*  Lawyer  Jellicorse,  I  will  take  it ;  for  Sally  hath  set  her  heart  on 
it ;  and  I  know  every  crumple  of  the  ground,  better  than  the  wisest 
farmer  doth.    Sir,  I  will  sign  the  articles.' 

*  The  lease  will  be  engrossed  by  next  market-day ;  and  the  sale 
will  be  stopped,  until  you  have  taken  whatever  you  wish  at  a  valua- 
tion. But  remember  what  I  said — you  are  not  to  go  prating  about 
this  wonderful  Sir  Duncan,  who  is  never  likely  to  come  home,  if  he 
lives  in  such  grand  state  out  there,  and  who  is  forbidden  by  his 
&ther's  will  from  taking  an  acre  of  the  property.  And  as  he  has  no 
"heirs,  and  is  so  wealthy,  it  cafinot  matter  much  to  him.' 

^That  is  true,'  said  the  soldier;  *but  he  might  love  to  come 
home,  as  all  our  folk  in  India  do ;  and  if  he  doth,  I  will  not  deny 
him.    I  tell  you  fairly.  Master  Jellicorse.' 

^  I  like  you  for  being  an  out  spoken  man,  and  true  to  those  who 
have  used  you  well.  You  could  do  him  no  good,  and  you  might  do 
harm  to  others,  and  unsettle  simple  minds,  by  going  on  about  him 
among  the  tenants.' 

^  His  name  hath  never  crossed  my  lips  till  now,  and  shall  not  again, 
without  good  cause.    Here  is  my  hand  upon  it,  Master  Lawyer.' 

The  lawyer  shook  hands  with  him  heartily,  for  he  could  not  but 
respect  the  man  for  his  sturdiness  and  sincerity.  And  when  Jack 
was  gone,  Mr.  Jellicorse  played  with  his  spectacles  and  his  snuff-box 
for  several  minutes,  before  he  could  make  up  his  mind  how  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  Then  hearing  the  solid  knock  of  Jordas,  who  was 
bound  to  take  horse  for  Scargate  House  pretty  early  at  this  time  of 
year  (with  the  weakening  of  the  day  among  the  moimtains),  he  lost  a 
few  moments  in  conftision.  The  dogman  could  not  go  without  any 
answer ;  and  how  was  any  good  answer  to  be  given  in  half  an  hour 
at  the  utmost  ?  A  time  had  been  when  the  lawyer  studied  curtness 
and  precision  under  minds  of  abridgment  in  London.  But  the  more 
he  had  laboured  to  introduce  rash  brevity  into  Yorkshire,  and  to  out 
away  nine  words  out  of  ten,  when  all  the  ten  meant  one  thing  only — 
the  more  of  contempt  for  bis  ignorance  he  won,  and  the  less  m<Hiey 
he  made  out  of  it.  And  no  sooner  did  he  marry  than  he  was  forced 
to  give  up  that,  and,  like  a  respectable  butcher,  put  in  every  penny- 


Digitized  by  Google 


A  Yorkshire  Tale. 


731 


weight  of  fat  that  could  be  charged  for.  Thus  had  he  thriven,  and 
grown,  like  a  goodly  deed  of  fine  amplification ;  and  if  he  had  made 
Squire  Philip's  will  now,  it  would  scarcely  have  gone  into  any  breast- 
pocket. Unluckily  it  is  an  easier  thing  to  make  a  man's  will  than  to 
carry  it  out,  even  though  fortune  be  favourable. 

In  the  present  case,  obstacles  seemed  to  be  arising,  which  might 
at  any  moment  require  great  skill  and  tact  to  surmount  them ;  and 
the  lawyer,  hearing  Jordas  striding  to  and  &o  impatiently  in  the 
waiting-room,  was  fain  to  win  time  for  consideration  by  writing  a 
short  note  to  say  that  he  proposed  to  wait  upon  the  ladies  the  very 
next  day.  For  he  had  important  news  which  it  seemed  expedient  to 
discuss  with  them.  In  the  meantime  he  b^ged  them  not  to  be  at  all 
uneasy ;  for  his  news  upon  the  whole  was  propitious. 


Chafteb  XXI. 

JACK  AND  JILL  GO  DOWN  THE  GILL. 

Upon  a  little  beck  that  runs  away  into  the  Lune,  which  is  a  tributary 
of  the  Tees,  there  stood  at  this  time  a  small  square  house  of  gray 
stone,  partly  greened  with  moss,  or  patched  with  drip,  and  opening 
to  the  sun  with  small  dark  windows.  It  looked  as  if  it  never  could 
be  warm  inside,  by  sunshine  or  by  fire-glow ;  and  cared  not,  although 
it  was  the  only  house  for  miles,  whether  it  were  peopled,  or  stood 
empty.  But  this  cold  hard-looking  place  just  now  was  the  home  of 
some  hot  and  passionate  hearts. 

The  people  were  poor;  and  how  they  made  their  living  would 
have  been  a  mystery  to  their  neighbours,  if  there  had  been  any. 
They  rented  no  land,  and  they  followed  no  trade,  and  they  took  no 
alms  by  hand  or  post ;  for  the  begging-letter  system  was  not  yet  in- 
vented. For  the  house  itself  they  paid  a  small  rent,  which  Jordas 
received  on  behalf  of  his  ladies,  and  always  found  it  ready ;  and  that 
being  so,  he  had  nothing  more  to  ask,  and  never  meddled  with  them. 
They  had  been  there  before  he  came  into  office,  and  it  was  not  his 
place  to  seek  into  their  history  ;  and  if  it  had  been,  he  would  not  have 
done  it.  For  his  sympathies  were  (as  was  natural  and  native  to  a 
man  so  placed)  with  all  outsiders,  and  the  people  who  compress  into 
one  or  two  generations  that  ignorance  of  lineage  which  some  few 
&milies  strive  to  defer  for  centuries ;  showing  thereby  unwise  insist- 
ence, if  latter-day  theories  are  correct. 

But  if  Master  Jordas  knew  little  of  these  people,  somebody  else 
knew  more  about  them,  and  perhaps  too  much  about  one  of  them. 
Lancelot  Camaby,  still  called  *  Pet,'  in  one  of  those  rushes  after 
random  change  which  the  wildness  of  his  nature  drove  upon  him, 
had  ridden  his  pony  to  a  standstill  on  the  moor,  one  sultry  day  of 
that  August.  No  pity  or  care  for  the  pony  had  he ;  but  plenty  of 
both  for  his  own  dear  self.    The  pony  might  be  left  for  the  crows  to 
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pick  his  bones,  so  &r  as  mattered  to  Pet  Garnaby ;  but  it  mattered 
very  gready  to  a  boy  like  him  to  have  to  go  home  upon  his  own  legs. 
Long  exertion  was  hateful  to  him,  though  he  loved  quick  difficulty ; 
for  he  was  one  of  the  many  who  combine  activity  with  laziness.  And 
while  he  was  wondering  what  he  should  do,  and  worrying  the  fine 
littte  animal,  a  wave  of  the  wind  carried  into  his  ear  the  brawling  of 
a  beck,  like  the  humming  of  a  hive.  The  boy  had  forgotten  that  the 
moor  just  here  was  broken  by  a  narrow  glen,  engrooved  with  sliding 
water. 

Now  with  all  his  strength,  which  was  not  much,  he  tugged  the 
panting  and  limping  little  horse  to  the  flat  breach,  and  then  down 
the  steep  of  the  gill,  and  let  him  walk  into  the  water  and  begin  to 
slake  off  a  little  of  the  crust  of  thirst.  But  no  sooner  did  he  see  him 
preparing  to  rejoice  in  large  crystal  draughts  (which  his  sobs  had  first 
forbidden)  than  he  jerked  him  with  the  bit,  and  made  a  bad  kick  at 
him ;  because  he  could  bear  to  see  nothing  happy.  The  pony  had 
sense  enough  to  reply,  weary  as  he  was,  with  a  stronger  kick,  which 
took  Master  Lancelot  in  the  knee,  and  discouraged  him  for  any 
further  contest.  Bully  as  he  was,  the  boy  had  too  much  of  ancient 
Yordas  pith  in  him  to  howl,  or  cry,  or  even  whimper,  but  sat 
down  on  a  little  ridge,  to  nurse  his  poor  knee,  and  meditate  revenge 
against  the  animal  with  hoofs.  Presently  pain  and  wrath  com- 
bined became  too  much  for  the  weakness  of  his  frame ;  and  he  fell 
back  and  lay  upon  the  hard  ground,  in  a  fednting  fit. 

At  such  times,  as  everybody  said  (especially  those  whom  he 
knocked  about  in  his  lively  moments),  this  boy  looked  wonderfully 
lovely.  His  features  were  almost  perfect ;  and  he  had  loi^  eyelashes 
like  fm  Andalusian  girl,  and  cheeks  more  exquisite  than  almost  any 
doll's,  a  mouth  of  curve,  and  a  chin  of  pert  roundness,  a  neck  of 
the  mould  that  once  was  called  ^  Byronic,'  and  curly  dark  hair  flow- 
ing all  around,  as  fine  as  the  very  best  perruque.  In  a  word,  he  wa^ 
just  what  a  boy  ought  not  to  be,  who  means  to  become  an  English- 
man. 

Such,  however,  was  not  the  opinion  of  a  creature  even  more 
beautiful  than  he,  in  the  truer  points  of  beauty.  Coming  witii  a 
pitcher  for  some  water  from  the  beck,  Insie  of  the  Gill  (the  daughter 
of  Bat  and  Zilpie  of  the  Gill)  was  quite  amazed  as  she  chanced 
round  a  niche  of  the  bank  upon  this  image.  An  image  &11^  &x»n 
the  sun,  she  thought  it,  or  at  any  rate  from  some  part  of  heaven ;  un^ 
she  saw  the  pony,  who  was  testing  the  geology  of  the  district  by  the 
flavour  of  its  herbage.  Then  Insie  knew  that  here  was  a  mortal 
boy,  not  dead,  but  sadly  wounded ;  and  she  drew  her  short  striped 
kirtle  down,  because  ,  her  shapely  legs  were  bare. 

Lancelot  Camaby  coming  to  himedf  (which  was  a  poor  return  for 
him),  opened  bis  large  brown  eyes,  and  saw  a  beautiful  gijcl  looking 
at  him.  As  their  eyes  met,  his  insolent  languor  fell — for  he  goneraUj 
awoke  from  these  weak  lapses  into  a  slow  persistent  rage-— 4M^  wob4^ 
and  unknown  admiration  moved  something  in  his  nature^  that  haA 
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nerer  moved  before.  His  words^  however,  were  scarcely  up  to  the 
high  mark  of  the  moment.    ^  Who  are  jou  ? '  waa  all  he  said. 

*  I  am  called  "  Insie  of  the  Gill."  My  father  is  Bat  of  the  Gill, 
and  my  mother  Zilpie  of  the  Gill.  You  must  be  a  stranger,  not  to 
know  us.' 

*  I  never  heard  of  you  in  all  my  life ;  although  you  seem  to  be 
living  on  my  land.  All  the  land  about  here  belongs  to  me;  though 
my  mother  has  it  for  a  little  time.' 

^  I  did  not  know,'  she  answered  softly,  and  scarcely  thij^ng  what 
she  said,  <  that  the  land  belonged  to  anybody,  besides  the  birds  and 
animals.    And  is  the  water  yours  as  well  ? ' 

*  Yes ;  every  drop  of  it,  of  course.  But  you  are  quite  welcome  to 
a  pitcherful.'  This  was  the  rarest  affability  of  Pet ;  and  he  expected 
extraordinary  thanks. 

But  Insie  looked  at  him  with  surprise :  '  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  you,'  she  said ;  '  but  I  never  asked  anyone  to  give  it  me,  unless  it 
is  the  beck  itself;  and  the  beck  never  seems  to  grudge  it.' 

*  You  are  not  like  anybody  I  ever  saw.  You  speak  very  different 
from  the  people  about  here;  and  you  look  very  different  ten  times 
over.' 

Insie  reddened  at  his  steadfast  gaze,  and  turned  her  sweet  soft 
&ce  away.  And  yet  she  wanted  to  know  more.  ^  Different  means  a 
great  many  things.    Do  you  mean  that  I  look  bett^,  or  worse  ? ' 

*  Better,  of  course ;  fifty  thousand  times  better  1  Why,  you  look 
like  a  beautiful  lady !  I  tell  you,  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  ladies  ; 
perhaps  you  haven't,  but  I  have.  And  you  look  better  than  all  of 
them.' 

'  You  say  a  great  deal  that  you  do  not  think,'  Insie  answered 
quietly,  yet  turning  round  to  show  her  face  again ;  *  I  have  heard 
tiiuit  gentlemen  always  do ;  and  I  suppose  that  you  are  a  yoimg 
gentleman.' 

'  I  should  hope  so  indeed.  Don't  you  know  who  I  am  ?  I  am 
Lancelot  Yordas  Camaby.' 

*  Why,  you  look  quite  as  if  you  could  stop  the  river,'  she  answered 
with  a  laugh,  though  she  felt  bis  grandeur.  ^  I  suppose  you  consideir 
me  nobody  at  all.    But  I  must  get  my  water.' 

S  You  shall  not  carry  water.  You.  are  much  too  pretty. .  I  will 
cany  it  for  you.'  ... 

Pet  was  not  '  introspective ; '  otherwise  he  must  have  .beefk 
astonished  at  himselfl .  His  mother  and  aunt  would  have  doubted 
their  own  eyes,  if  they  had  beheld  this  jnost  dainty  of  the  dainty,  and. 
mischievous  of  the  mischievous  (with  pain  and  passion. for  th^ 
moment  vanquished),  carefully  carrying  an  old  brown  pitcher.  Yet 
this  he  did,  and  wonderfully  well,  as  he  believed ;  though  In&ae  :wlj, 
laughed  to  see  him.  For  he  had  on  the  loveliest  gaiters  in.tbe  worlds, 
of  thin  white  buckskin  with  agate  buttons,  and  breeches  of  silk,  apd^ 
long  brocaded  waistooat,  and  a  short  coat  of  rich  purple  velv^t^also  a 
ridmg  hat,  with,  a  grey  ostrich  plume#  .  And  though  he  bad  vety  Uttlei 
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calf  inside  his  gaiters,  and  not  much  chest  to  fill  out  his  waistcoat, 
and  narrower  shoulders  than  a  velvet  coat  deserved,  it  would  have 
been  manifest,  even  to  a  tailor,  that  the  boy  had  lineal,  if  not  lateral, 
right  to  his  rich  habiliments. 

Insie  of  the  Gill  (who  seemed  not  to  be  of  peasant  birth,  though 
so  plainly  dressed)  came  gently  down  the  steep  brook8ide,to  see  what 
was  going  to  be  done  for  her. 

She  admired  Lancelot,  both  for  bravery  of  apparel  and  of  action ; 
and  she  longed  to  know  how  he  would  get  a  good  pitcher  of  water, 
without  any  splash  upon  his  clothes.  So  she  stood  behind  a  little 
bush,  pretending  not  to  be  at  all  concerned,  but  amused  at  having 
her  work  done  for  her.  But  Pet  was  too  sharp  to  play  cat's-paw  for 
nothing. 

*  Smile,  and  say  "  thank  you," '  he  cried ;  *  or  I  won't  do  it.  I  am 
not  going  up  to  my  middle  for  nothing ;  I  know  that  you  want  to 
laugh  at  me.' 

*  You  must  have  a  very  low  middle,'  said  Insie ;  *  why,  it  never 
comes  half  way  to  my  knees.' 

^  You  have  got  no  stockings,  and  no  new  gaiters,'  Lancelot  answered 
reasonably ;  and  then,  like  two  children,  they  set  to  and  laughed,  till 
the  gill  almost  echoed  with  them. 

*  Why,  you're  holding  the  mouth  of  the  pitcher  down  stream  1 ' 
Insie  could  hardly  speak  for  laughing.  '  Is  that  how  you  go  to  fill  a 
pitcher?' 

*Yes,  and  the  right  way  too,'  he  answered;  *the  best  water 
always  comes  up  the  eddies.  You  ought  to  be  old  enough  to  know 
that.' 

*  I  don't  know  anything  at  all ;  except  that  you  are  ruining  your 
best  clothes.' 

^  I  don't  care  twopence  for  such  rubbish.  You  ought  to  see  me  on 
a  Sunday,  Insie,  if  you  want  to  know  what  is  good.  There,  you 
never  drew  such  a  pitcher  as  that.  And  I  believe  there  is  a  fish  in 
the  bottom  of  it.' 

^  Ob,  if  there  is  a  fish,  let  me  have  him  in  my  hands  I  I  can  nurse 
a  fish  on  dry  land,  imtil  he  gets  quite  used  to  it.  Are  you  sure  that 
there  is  a  little  fish  ? ' 

^  No,  there  is  no  fish ;  and  I  am  soaking  wet.  But  I  never  care 
what  anybody  thinks  of  me.  If  they  say  what  I  don't  Hke,  I  kick 
them.' 

^  Ah,  you  are  accustomed  to  have  your  own  way !  That  anyone 
might  know  by  looking  at  you.  But  I  have  got  a  quantity  of  work 
to  do.    You  can  see  that  by  my  fingers.' 

The  girl  made  a  curtsey,  and  took  the  pitcher  from  him,  because 
he  was  knocking  it  against  his  legs  ;  but  he  could  not  be  angry  when 
he  looked  into  her  eyes ;  though  the  habit  of  his  temper  ii^e  him 
try  to  fume. 

^  Do  you  know  what  I  think  ? '  she  said,  fixing  bright  hasel  eyes 
upon  him ;  ^  I  think  that  you  are  very  passionate  sometimes/ 
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'  Well,  if  I  am,  it  is  my  own  business.  Who  told  you  anything 
about  it  ?    Whoever  it  was  shall  pay  out  for  it.' 

*  Nobody  told  me,  sir.  You  must  remember  that  I  never  even 
heard  of  your  name  before.' 

^  Oh,  come,  I  can't  quite  take  down  that !  Everybody  knows  me 
for  fifty  miles  or  more,  and  I  don't  care  what  they  think  of  me.' 

*You  may  please  yourself  about  believing  me,'  she  answered, 
without  concern  about  it.  *  No  one  who  knows  me  doubts  my  word ; 
though  I  am  not  known  for  even  five  miles  away.' 

^  What  an  extraordinary  girl  you  are  I  You  say  things  on  purpose 
to  provoke  me.  Nobody  ever  does  that ;  they  are  only  too  glad  to 
keep  me  in  a  good  temper.' 

^  If  you  are  like  that,  sir,  I  had  better  run  away.  My  father  will 
be  home  in  about  an  hour ;  and  he  might  think  that  you  had  no 
business  here.' 

'  1 1  No  business  upon  my  own  land !  This  place  must  be  bewitched, 
I  think.  There  is  a  witch  upon  the  moors,  I  know,  who  can  take 
almost  any  shape ;  but — ^but  they  say  that  she  is  three  himdred  years 
of  age,  or  more.' 

^  Perhaps,  then,  I  am  bewitched,'  said  Insie ;  ^  or  why  should  I  stop 
to  talk  with  you ;  who  are  only  a  rude  boy  after  all,  even  according 
to  your  own  account  ? ' 

*  Well,  you  can  go  if  you  like.  I  suppose  you  live  in  that  queer 
little  place  down  there.' 

^The  house  is  quite  good  enough  for  me,  and  my  father,  and 
mother,  and  brother  Maunder.  Good-bye ;  and  please  never  to  come 
here  again.' 

'  You  dont  understand  me.  I  have  made  you  cry.  Oh,  Insie, 
let  me  have  hold  of  your  hand  1  I  would  rather  make  anybody  cry 
than  you.    I  never  liked  anybody  so  before.' 

'  Cry,  indeed  I  Whoever  he^urd  me  cry  ?  It  was  the  way  you 
splashed  the  water  up.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  crying  for  a  stranger. 
Good-bye,  now ;  and  go  to  your  great  people.  You  say  that  you  are 
bad ;  and  I  fear  it  is  too  true.' 

*  I  am  not  bad  at  all.  It  is  only  what  everybody  says ;  because  I 
never  want  to  please  them.  But  I  want  to  please  youl  I  would 
give  anything  to  do  it ;  if  you  would  only  tell  me  how.' 

The  girl  having  cleverly  dried  her  eyes,  poured  all  their  bright 
beauty  upon  him ;  and  the  heart  of  the  youth  was  enlarged  with  a 
new,  very  sweet,  and  most  timorous  feeling.  Then  his  dark  eyes 
dropped,  and  he  touched  her  gently;  and  only  said,  *  Don't  go 
away.' 

^  But  I  must  go  away,'  Insie  answered,  with  a  blush,  and  a  look 
as  of  more  tears  lurking  in  her  eyes.  ^  I  have  stopped  too  long ;  I 
must  go  away  at  once.' 

*  But  when  may  I  come  again  ?  I  will  hold  you,  and  fight  for 
you  with  everybody  in  the  world  ;  unless  you  tell  me  when  to  come 
again.' 
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^  Httfh  I  I  am  quite  ashamed  to  hear  you.  talk  so;  •  I  am  a  poor 
girl,  and  you  a  great  young  gentleman,' 

<  Never  mind  that.  That  ha8  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Would  you 
like  to  make  me  miserable,  and  a  great  deal  more  wicked  than  I  ever 
was  before  ?   Do  you  hate  me  so  much  as  all  that,  Insie? ' 

*  No.  You  have  been  very  kind  to  me.  Only  my  &ther  would 
be  angry,  I  am  sore ;  and  my  brother  Maunder  is  dreadfuL  They  all 
go  away  ev^  other  Friday,  suad  that  is  the  only  free  tii&e  I  have.' 

'  Every  other  Friday  I  What  a  long  time,  to  be  sure  1  Won't  you 
come  again  for  water  tfil  this  day  fortnight  ? ' 

*  Yes ;  I  come  for  water  three  or  four  times  every  day*  But  if 
they  were  to  see  you,  they  would  kill  you  firat,  and  then  \wk.  me  up 
for  ever.    The  only  wise  plan  is,  for  you  to  come  no  more.' 

^  You  cannot  be  thinking  for  a  moment  what  you  say.  I  will  tell 
you  what ;  if  you  don't  come,  I  will  march  up  to  the  house,  and  beat 
the  door  in.    The  landlord  can  do  that,  according  to  law.' 

^  If  you  care  at  all  for  me,'  said  Insie,  looking  as  if  she  had  known 
him  for  ten  years,  *you  will  do  exactly  what  I  tell  you.  You  wiB 
think  no  more  about  me  for  a  fortjiight ;  and  then  if  you  fancy  that  I 
can  do  you  good,  by  advice  about  your  bad  temper,  or  by  teaching 
you  how  to  plait  reeds  for  a  hat,  and  how  to  fill  a  pitcher — perhaps  I 
might  be  able  to  come  down  the  gill  again.' 

'  I  wish  it  was  to-morrow.  I  shall  count  the  days.  But  be  sure 
to  come  early,  if  they  go  away  all  day.  I  shall  bring  my  dinner  with 
me ;  and  you  shall  have  the  firat  help ;  and  I  will  carve.  But  I  should 
like  one  tldng  before  I  go;  and  it  is  the  first  time  I  ever  asked  any- 
body ;  though  they  ask  me  often  enough,  I  can  tell  you.' 

*  What  would  you  like  ?  You  seem  to  me  to  be  always  wanting 
something.' 

'  I  should  like  very  much — ^very  much,  indeed — just  to  give  yon 
one  kiss,  Insie.' 

^  It  cannot  be  thought  of^  for  a  moment,'  she  replied ;  ^  and  the  first 
time  of  my  ever  seeing  you,  sir  1 ' 

Before  he  could  reason  in  &vour  of  a  privilege  whioh  goes  pro- 
verbially by  fftvour,  the  young  maid  was  gone  upon  the  windimg  path, 
with  the  pitcher  tnily  balanced  on  her  well-^ssed  head.  Then  Pet 
sat  down  and  watched  her;  and  she  turned  round  in  the  distance,  and 
waved  him  a  kiss  at  decorous  interval. 

Not  more  than  three  days  after  this,  Mrs.  Gamaby  came  into  the 
drawing-room,  with  a  hasty  step,  and  a  web  of  wrinkles  upon  her 
generally  smooth,  white  forehead. 

'  Eliza,'  asked  her  sister ;  ^  what  has  put  you  out  so  ?  That  chair 
is  not  very  strong,  and  you  are  rather  heavy.  Do  you  call  that  grace- 
fully sinking  on  a  seat,  as  we  used  to  learn  the  way  to  do  at  school?' 

'  No,  I  do  not  call  it  anything  of  the  kind.  And  if  I  am  heavy,  I 
only  keep  my  heart  in  countenance,  Philippa.  You  know  not  the 
anxieties  of  a  mother.' 

^I  am  thankful  to  say  Uiat  I  do  not.   I  have  plenty  of  larger  cam 
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to  attend  to,  as  well  as  the  anxieties  of  aunt  and  sister,   Bnt  what  is 
ttiis  new  maternal  care  ? ' 

*Poor  Pet's  illness — his  serious  illness.    I  am  surprised  that  you 
have  not  noticed  it,  Philippa ;  it  seems  so  unkind  of  you.' 

*  There  cannot  be-  anything  mudli  amiss  with  him.*  I  never  saw 
anyone  eat  a  better  breakfast.  What  makes  you  fancy  that  the  boy 
must  be  unwell  ? ' 

'  It  is  no  fancy.   He  must  be  very  ill.    Poor  dear  1  I  cannot  bear 
to  think  of  it.    He  has  done  no  mischief  for  quite  three  days ! ' 

^  Then  he  must  indeed  be  at  the  point  of  death.    Oh,  if  we  could 
only  keep  him  always  so,  Eliza  I ' 

'  My  dear  sister,  you  will  never  understand  him.    He  must  have 
his  little  playful  ways.    Would  you  like  him  to  be  a  milksop  ? ' 

'  Certainly  not.  But  I  should  like  him  first  to  be  a  manly  boy, 
and  then  a  boyish  man.  The  Yordases  always  have  been  manly  boys; 
instead  of  puling,  and  puking,  and  picking  this,  that,  and  the  other.' 

'  The  poor  child  cannot  help  his  health,  Philippa.  He  never  had 
the  Yordas  constitution.  He  inherits  his  delicate  sjrstem  from  his 
poor  dear  gallant  father.' 

Mrs*  Camaby  wiped  away  a  tear ;  and  her  sister  (who  never  was 
hard  to  her)  spoke  gently,  and  said  there  were  many  worse  boys  than 
he,  and  she  liked  him  for  many  good  and  brave  points  of  character, 
and  especially  for  hating  medicine. 

'  Philippa,  you  are  right ;  for  he  does  hate  medicine,'  the  good 
mother  answered,  with  a  soft,  sad  sigh;  ^and  he  kicked  the  last 
apothecary  in  the  stomach,  when  he  made  certain  of  its  going  down. 
But  such  things  are  trifles,  dear,  in  comparison  with  now.  If  he  would 
only  kick  Jordas,  or  Welldrum,  or  almost  anyone  who  would  take  it 
nicely,  I  should  have  some  hope  that  he  was  coming  to  himself.  But 
to  see  him  sit  quiet  is  so  truly  sad.  He  gets  up  a  tree  with  his  vast 
activity,  and  there  he  sits  moping  by  the  hour,  and  gazing  in  one 
fixed  direction.  I  am  almost  sure  he  has  knocked  his  leg ;  but  he  flew 
into  a  fury  when  I  wanted  to  examine  it ;  and  when  I  made  a  poultice, 
there  was  Saracen  devouring  it ;  and  the  nasty  dog  swallowed  one  of 
my  lace  handkerchiefs.' 

<  Then  surely  you  are  unjust,  Eliza,  in  lamenting  all  lack  of  mis- 
chief»  But  I  hAve  noticed  things  as  well  as  you.  And  yesterday,  I 
saw  something  more  portentous  than  anything  you  have  told  me.  I 
came  upon  Lancelot  suddenly,  in  the  last  place  where  I  should  have 
looked  for  him.  He  was  positively  in  th^  library,  and  reading — read- 
ing a  real  book.' 

'  A  book,  Philippa  I  Oh,  that  settles  everything  1  He  must  have 
gone  altogeUier  out  of  his  sane  mind.' 

*Not  only  was  it  a  book,  but  even  a  book  of  what  people  call 
poetry.  You  have  heard  of  the  bold  young  man  over  the  mountains, 
who  is  trying  to  turn  poetry  upside  down,  by  making  it  out  of  every 
single  thing  he  sees ;  and  who  despises  all  the  pieces  that  we  used  to 
learn  at  school.   I  cannot  remember  his  name ;  but  never  mind.  *  I 
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thought  that  we  ought  to  encourage  him,  because  he  might  know 
some  people  in  this  neighbourhood ;  and  so  I  ordered  a  book  of  his. 
Perhaps  I  told  you ;  and  this  is  the  very  book  your  learned  boy  was 
reading.' 

'  Philippa,  it  seems  to  me  impossible  almost.  He  must  have  been 
looking  at  the  pictures.  I  do  hope  he  was  only  looking  at  the  pictures.' 

'  There  is  not  a  picture  in  the  book  of  any  sort.  He  was  reading 
it,  and  saying  it  quite  softly  to  himself ;  I  felt  that  if  you  saw  him, 
you  would  send  for  Dr.  Spraggs.' 

'  Ring  the  bell  at  once,  dear,  if  you  will  be  kind  enough.  I  hope 
there  is  a  fresh  horse  in  the  stable.  Or  the  best  way  would  be  to  send 
for  the  jumping  car ;  then  he  would  be  certain  to  come  back  at  once.' 

^  Do  as  you  like.  I  begin  to  think  that  we  ought  to  take  proper 
precautions.  But  when  that  is  done,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think  he 
may  be  up  the  tree  for.' 

A  man  with  the  jumping  car  was  soon  despatched,  by  urgency  of 
Jordas,  for  Dr.  Spraggs,  who  lived  several  miles  away,  in  a  hamlet  to 
the  westward,  inaccessible  to  anything  that  could  not  jump  right 
nimbly.  But  the  ladies  made  a  slight  mistake :  they  caught  the 
doctor,  but  no  patient. 

For  Pet  being  well  up  in  his  favourite  tree,  poring  with  great 
wonder  over  '  Lyrical  Ballads,'  which  took  his  £Emcy  somehow — thence 
descried  the  hateful  form  of  Dr.  Spraggs,  too  surely  approaching  in  the 
seat  of  honour  in  the  jumping  car.  Was  ever  any  poesy  of  such  power 
as  to  elevate  the  soul  above  the  smell  of  physic  1  The  lofty  poet  of  the 
lakes  and  fells,  fell  into  Pet's  pocket  anyhow,  and  down  the  ofiP-side 
of  the  tree  came  he,  with  even  his  bad  leg  ready  to  be  foremost  in 
giving  leg-bail  to  the  medical  man.  The  driver  of  the  jumping  car 
espied  this  action ;  but  knowing  that  he  would  have  done  the  like, 
grinned  softly,  and  said  nothing.  And  long  after  Dr.  Spraggs  was 
gone,  leaving  behind  him  sage  advice,  and  a  vast  benevolence  of 
bottles,  Pet  returned  very  dirty,  and  hungry,  and  cross,  and  most  un- 
poetical. 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

TOUNG  GILLT  FLOWERS. 

^  Drum,'  said  Pet,  in  his  free  and  easy  style,  about  ten  days  after  that 
escape,  to  a  highly  respected  individual,  Mr.  Welldrum,  the  butler 
*  Drum,  you  have  heard  perhaps  about  my  being  poorly.' 

*  Ay,  that  I  have,  and  too  much  of  it,'  repli^  the  portly  butler, 
busy  in  his  oflBce  with  inferior  work,  which  he  never  should  have  had 
to  do,  if  rightly  estimated.  *  What  you  wants,  Master  Lancelot,  it  a 
little  more  of  this  here  sort  of  thing — sleeves  up — elbow  grease- 
scrub  away  at  hold  ancient  plate,  and  be  blowed  up  if  you  puts  a  I 
scratch  on  it ;  and  the  more  you  sweats,  the  less  thanks  you  gets.' 
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*'  Drum,  when  you  come  to  be  my  butler,  you  shall  have  all  the 
keys  allowed  you,  and  walk  about  with  them  on  a  great  gold  ring, 
with  a  gold  chain  down  to  your  breeches  pocket.  You  shall  dine 
when  you  like,  and  have  it  cooked  on  purpose,  and  order  it  directly 
after  breakfast ;  and  you  shall  have  the  very  best  hot-water  plates ; 
because  you  hate  grease,  don't  you,  Drum  ? ' 

^  That  I  do ;  especial  from  yoimg  chaps  as  wants  to  get  some- 
thing out  of  me,' 

'  I  am  always  as  good  as  my  word ;  come  now.' 

^  That  you  are,  sir ;  and  nothing  very  grand  to  say,  considering 
the  hepithets  you  applies  to  me  sometimes.  But  you  han't  insulted 
me  for  three  days  now ;  and  that  proves  to  my  mind  that  you  can't 
be  quite  right.' 

^  But  you  would  like  to  see  me  better.  I  am  sure  you  would. 
There  is  nobody  so  good  to  you  as  I  am,  Drum ;  and  you  are  very 
crusty  at  times,  you  know.  Your  daughter  shall  be  the  head-cook ; 
and  tiien  everything  must  be  to  your  liking.' 

'  Master  Lancelot,  you  speaks  CEiir.  What  can  I  have  the  honour 
of  doing  for  you,  sir,  to  set  you  up  again  in  your  poor  dear  'ealth  ? ' 

^  Well,  you  hate  physic ;  don't  you,  Drum  ?  And  you  make  a 
strict  point  of  never  taking  it.' 

'  I  never  knew  no  good  to  come  out  of  no  bottle,  without  it  were 
a  bottle  of  old  crusted  port  wine.  Ah!  you  likes  that,  Master 
Lancelot.' 

*  I'll  tell  you  what  it  is.  Drum  ;  I  am  obliged  to  be  very  careful. 
The  reason  why  I  don't  get  on,  is  from  taking  my  meals  too  much 
in-doors.  There  is  no  firesh  air  in  these  old  rooms.  I  have  got  a 
man  who  says — I  could  read  it  to  you ;  but  perhaps  you  don't  care 
to  hear  poetry.  Drum?'  The  butler  made  a  face,  and  put  the 
leather  to  his  ears.  *  Very  well,  then ;  I  am  only  just  beginiung ; 
and  it's  like  claret,  you  must  learn  to  come  to  it.  But  fi^m  wliat 
he  says,  and  from  my  own  stomach,  I  intend  to  go  and  dine  out  of 
doors  to-day.' 

^Lord!  Master  Lancelot,  you  must  be  gone  clean  daft.  How 
ever  could  you  have  hot  gravy,  sir?  And  all  the  Yordases  hatec 
cold  meat.    Your  poor  dear  grandfather — ah  I  he  was  a  man.' 

^  So  am  I.  And  I  have  got  half-a-guinea.  Now,  Drum,  you 
do  just  what  I  tell  you ;  and  mind,  not  a  word  to  anyone.  It  will 
be  the  last  coin  you  will  ever  see  of  mine,  either  now,  or  in  all  my 
Ufe,  remember,  if  you  let  my  mamma  ever  hear  of  it.  You  slip 
down  to  the  larder  and  get  me  a  cold  grouse,  and  a  cold  partridge, 
and  two  of  the  hearthstone  cakes,  and  a  pat  of  butter,  and  a  pinch  of 
salt,  and  put  them  in  my  army-knapsack  Aunt  PhiUppa  gave  me ; 
also  a  knife  and  fork  and  plate ;  and  let  me  see — what  had  I  better 
have  to  drink  ? ' 

*  Well,  sir,  if  I  might  offer  an  opinion,  a  pint  bottle  of  dry  port, 
or  your  grandfather's  Madeira.' 

*  Young  ladies — ^young  gentlemen  I  mean,  of  course — ^never  take 
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strong  wines  in  the  middle  <A  the  day.  Bucellas,  Drmn — Bucellas  is 
the  proper  thing.  And  when  you  have  got  it  all  together,  turn  the 
old  cat  into  the  larder,  and  get  away  cleverly  by  your  little  door, 
and  put  my  knapsack  in  the  old  oak  tree,  the  one  that  was  struck  by 
lightning.  Now,  do  you  understand  all  about  it?  It  must  be 
all  ready  in  half  an  hour.  And  if  I  make  a  good  dinner  out  on  the 
moor,  why,  you  might  get  another  half-guinea  before  long.'  And 
with  these  words  away  strode  Pet. 

*  Well,  well  1 '  the  butler  b^an  muttering  to  himself ;  '  what 
wickedness  are  you  up  to  next  ?  A  lassie  in  his  head,  and  his  dear 
mammy  thought  he  was  sickening  over  his  wisdom-teeth!  He  is 
b^;inning  airly,  and  no  mistake.  But  the  gals  are  a  coarse,  ugly  lot 
about  here ' — Master  Welldrum  was  not  a  Yorkshireman — '  and  the 
lad  hath  good  taste  in  the  matter  of  wine ;  although  he  is  that 
oontrairy,  Solomon's  self  could  not  be  upsides  with  him.  Fall  iair, 
fedl  foul,  I  must  humour  the  boy  ;  or  out  of  this  place  l  go  neck  and 
crop.* 

Acc<Hrdingly,  Pet  found  all  that  he  had  ordered,  and  several  little 
things  which  he  had  not  thought  of,  especially  a  corkscrew  and  a 
glass ;  and,  forgetting  half  his  laziness,  he  set  off  briskly,  keeping 
through  the  trees  where  no  window  could  espy  him,  and  down  a 
little  side-glen,  all  a-foot  r  for  it  seemed  to  him  safer  to  for^o  bis 
pony. 

The  gill  (or  '  ghyll,'  as  the  poet  writes  it),  from  which  the  londy 
&mily  that  dwelt  there  took  their  name,  was  not  upon  the  bridle  road 
from  Soargate  Hall  towards  Middleton,  nor  even  within  eye  or  reach 
of  any  road  at  all ;  but  overlooked  by  kites  alone,  and  tracked  with 
thoroughfeure  of  nothing  but  the  mountain  streamlet.  The  four  who 
lived  there — *  Bat  and  Zilpie,  Maunder,  and  Insie  of  the  Gill ' — ^had 
nothing  to  do  with,  and  little  to  say  to,  any  of  the  scatterling  folk 
about  them,  across  the  blue  distance  of  the  moor.  They  ploughed 
no  land,  they  kept  no  cattle,  they  scarcely  put  spade  in  tiie  groimd ; 
except  for  about  a  fortnight  in  April,  when  they  broke  up  a  strip  of 
alluvial,  soil  new  every  season,  and  abutting  on  the  brook ;  and  there 
sowed  or  planted  their  vegetable  crop,  and  left  it  to  the  clemency  of 
heaven.  Yet  twice  every  year  they  were  ready  with  their  rent  when 
it  suited  Master  Jordas  to  come  for  it ;  since  audits  at  the  hall  and 
tenants'  dinners  were  not  to  their  liking.  The  rent  was  a  t^"'' 
but  Jordas  respected  them  highly  for  handing  it  done  up 
paper,  without  even  making  him  leave  the  saddle.  How  i  after  that 
less,  or  paid  nothing  at  ^  yet  came  to  the  dinners  ^  the  butler 
reservation  of  perhaps  one  mark;  then  strictly  rese^.'  *3iity 
but  failed  not  to  make  the  most  pimctual  and  4  the  ^^la^ks  upon 
roast  beef  and  plum  pudding !  > 

But  while  the  worthy  dogman  got  his  little  bit  of  money,  sealed 
up  and  so  correct  that  (careM  as  he  was)  he  never  stopped  now  to 
count  it,  even  his  keen  eyes  could  make  nothing  of  tiiese  people, 
except  that  they  stood  upon  their  dignity.    To  him  they  appeared 
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to  be  of  gipsy  race ;  or  partly  of  wild,  and  partly  perhaps  of  Lan- 
castrian, origin ;  for  they  rather  '  featured '  the  Lancashire  than  the 
Yorkshire  type  of  countenance,  yet  without  any  rustic  coarseness, 
whether  of  aspect,  voice,  or  manners.  The  story  of  their  settlement 
in  this  glen  had  flagged  out  of  memory  of  gossip,  by  reason  of  their 
calm  obscurity;  and  all  that  survived  was  tiie  belief  that  they 
were  queer,  and  the  certainty  that  they  would  not  be  meddled 
with. 

Lancelot  Yordas  Camaby  was  brave,  both  in  the  outward  and 
the  inward  boy,  when  he  struck  into  the  gill  from  a  trackless 
spread  of  moor,  not  far  from  the  source  of  the  beck  that  had  shaped, 
or  been  shaped  by,  this  fissure.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  to  learn 
all  about  the  water  that  filled  sweet  Insie's  pitcher ;  and  although 
the  great  poet  of  nature  as  yet  was  only  in  early  utterance,  some  of 
his  words  had  already  touched  Pet  as  he  had  never  been  touched 
before ;  but  perhaps  that  fine  effect  was  due  to  the  sapping  power  of 
first  love. 

Yet  first  love,  however  it  may  soften  and  enlarge  a  petulant  and 
wayward  nature,  instead  of  increasing,  cuts  short  and  crisp  the 
patience  of  the  patient.  When  Lancelot  was  as  near,  as  manners 
and  prudence  allowed,  to  that  lonesome  house,  he  sat  down  quietly 
for  a  little  while,  in  a  little  niche  of  a  scnibby  bush,  whence  he 
could  spy  the  door.  For  a  short  time  this  was  very  well;  also  it 
was  well  to  be  furnishing  his  mind  with  a  form  for  the  beautiful 
expressions  in  it,  and  prepare  it  for  the  order  of  their  coming  out. 
And  when  he  was  sure  that  these  were  well  arranged,  and  could  not 
fail  at  any  crisis,  he  found  further  pastime  in  considering  his  boots, 
then  his  gaiters,  and  small  clothes  (which  were  of  lofty  type), 
and  his  waistcoat  elegant  for  anybody's  bosom.  But  after  a  bit, 
even  this  began  to  pall ;  and  when  one  of  his  feet  went  fast  asleep, 
in  spite  of  its  beautiful  surroundings,  he  jmnped  up  and  stamped, 
and  was  not  so  very  far  from  hot  words  as  he  should  have  been. 
For  his  habit  was  not  so  much  to  want  a  thing,  as  to  get  it  before 
he  wanted  it;  which  is  very  poor  training  for  the  trials  of  the 
love-time. 

But  just  as  he  was  beginning  to  resolve  to  be  wise,  and  eat  his 
victuals,  now  or  never,  and  be  sorry  for  anyone  who  came  too  late — 
^  '"came  somebody  by  another  track,  whose  step  made  the  heart 
^  me^  stomach  fall.  Lancelot's  mind  began  to  fail  him  all  at 
H      ^  th  ready  with  a  host  of  words,  fluttered 

z\  o  of  ^ti^^°^  depth  of  silence.  Yet  Insie  tripped  aloug  as 
o  one  to  cast  a  pretty  shadow  from  the  sun 

beside  her  own»^  r 

Even  the  youngest  girls  are  full  of  little  tricks  far  beyond  the 
oldest  boy's  comprehension.  But  the  wonder  of  aU  wonders  is,  they 
have  so  pure  a  conscience  as  never  to  be  thinking  of  themselves  at 
all,  fiaur  less  of  anyone  who  thinks  too  much  of  them.  *  I  declare, 
she  has  forgotten  that  she  ever  saw  me ! '  Lancelot  muttered  to  the 
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bush  in  which  he  trembled.  '  It  would  serve  her  right,  if  I  walked 
straight  away/  But  he  looked  again,  and  could  not  help  looking 
more  than  many  times  again,  so  piercing  (as  an  ancient  poet  puts  it) 
is  the  shaft  from  the  eyes  of  the  female  women.  And  Insie  was  espe- 
cially a  female  girl — ^which  has  now  ceased  to  be  tautology — so  femi- 
nine were  her  walk  and  way,  and  sudden  variety  of  unreasonable  charm. 

*  Dear  me !  I  never  thought  to  see  you  any  more,  sir,'  said  she, 
with  a  bright  blush,  perhaps  at  such  a  story,  as  Pet  jumped  out 
eagerly,  with  hands  stretched  forth.  ^  It  is  the  most  surprising  thing. 
And  we  might  have  done  very  well  with  rain-water.' 

^Oh,  Insie!  don't  be  so  cold-hearted.  Who  can  drink  rain- 
water ?  I  have  got  something  very  good  for  you  indeed.  I  have 
carried  it  all  the  way  myself ;  and  only  a  strong  man  could  have  done 
it.  Why,  you  have  got  stockings  on,  I  declare ;  but  I  like  you  much 
better  without  them.' 

*  Then,  Master  Lancelot  Yordas  Camaby,  you  had  better  go  home 
with  all  your  good  things:' 

*  You  are  totally  mistaken  about  that.  I  could  never  get  these 
things  into  the  house  again,  without  being  caught  out  to  a  certainly. 
It  shows  how  little  girls  know  of  anything.' 

'  A  girl  cannot  be  expected,'  she  answered,  looking  most  inno- 
cently at  him, '  to  understand  anything  sly  or  cunning.  Why  should 
anything  of  that  sort  be  ? ' 

'  Well,  if  it  comes  to  that,'  cried  Pet,  who  (like  all  unreasonable 
people)  had  large  rudiments  of  reasoning ;  ^  why  should  not  I  come 
up  to  your  door,  and  knock,  and  say,  "  I  want  to  see  Miss  Insie ;  I 
am  fond  of  Miss  Insie,  and  have  got  something  good  for  her  "  ?  That 
is  what  I  shall  do  next  time.' 

'If  you  do,  my  brother  Maunder  will  beat  you  dreadfully — so 
dreadfuUy  that  you  will  never  walk  home.  But  don't  let  us  talk  of 
such  terrible  things.  You  must  never  come  here,  if  you  think  of  such 
things.  I  would  not  have  you  hurt  for  all  the  world ;  for  sometimes 
I  thmk  that  I  like  you  very  much.' 

The  lovely  girl  looked  at  the  handsome  boy,  as  if  they  were  at 
school  together,  learning  something  difficult ;  which  must  be  rq>eated 
to  the  other's  eyes,  with  a  nod,  or  a  shake  of  the  head,  as  may  be.  A 
kind,  and  pure,  and  soft  gaze  she  gave  him ;  as  if  she  would  love  his 
thoughts,  if  he  could  explain  them.  And  Pet  turned  away,  because 
he  could  not  do  so. 

'I'll  tell  you  what  it  is,'  he  said  bravely,  while  his  heart  was 
thrilling  with  desire  to  speak  well ;  '  we  will  set  to  at  once,  and  have 
a  jolly  good  spread.  I  told  my  man  to  put  up  something  very  good ; 
because  I  was  certain  that  you  would  be  very  hungry.' 

'  Surely  you  were  not  so  foolish  as  to  speak  of  me  ? ' 

*  No,  no,  no  ;  I  know  a  trick  worth  two  of  that.  I  was  not  such 
a  fool  as  to  speak  of  you,  of  course.    But  ' 

'But,  I  would  never  condescend  to  touch  one  bit.  You  were 
ashamed  to  say  a  word  about  me,  then,  were  you  ? ' 
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'  Insie,  now  Inrie,  too  bad  of  you  it  is.  You  can  have  no  idea 
what  those  butlers  and  footmen  are,  if  ever  you  tell  them  anything. 
They  are  worse  than  the  maids ;  they  go  down  stairs,  and  they  get  tdl 
the  tit-bits  out  of  the  cook,  and  sit  by  the  girl  they  like  best ;  on  the 
strength  of  having  a  secret  about  their  master.' 

*Well,  you  are  cunning  1'  cried  the  maiden  with  a  sigh.  *I 
thought  that  your  nature  was  loftier  than  that.  No,  I  do  not  know 
anything  of  butlers  and  footmen ;  and  I  think  that  the  less  I  know  of 
you  the  better.' 

'  Oh,  Insie,  darling  Insie,  if  you  run  away  like  that  1 — I  have  got 
both  your  hands,  and  you  shall  not  run  away.  Do  you  want  to  kill 
me,  Insie  ?    They  have  had  the  doctor  for  me.' 

*  Oh,  how  very  dreadful  1  that  does  sound  dreadful.  I  am  not  at 
all  crying ;  and  you  need  not  look.  But  what  did  he  say  ?  Please 
do  tell  me  what  he  said.' 

'  He  said,  salts  and  senna."  But  I  got  up  a  high  tree.  Let  us 
think  of  nicer  things.  It  is  enough  to  spoil  one's  dinner.  Oh,  Insie, 
what  is  anything  to  eat  or  drink,  compared  with  looking  at  you,  when 
you  are  good  ?  If  I  could  only  tell  you  the  things  that  I  have  felt, 
an  day  and  aU  night,  since  this  day  fortnight,  how  sorry  you  would 
be  for  having  evil  thoughts  of  me  1 ' 

'  I  have  no  evil  thoughts ;  I  have  no  thoughts  at  all.  But  it 
puzzles  me  to  think  what  on  earth  you  have  been  thinking.  There,. 
I  will  sit  down,  and  listen  for  a  moment.' 

*  And  I  may  hold  one  of  your  hands  ?  I  must,  or  you  wotdd  never 
understand  me.  Why,  your  hands  are  much  smaller  than  mine,  I 
declare !  And  mine  are  very  small,  because  of  thinking  about  you. 
Now,  you  need  not  laugh — it  does  spoil  everything,  to  laugh  so.  It 
is  more  than  a  fortnight  since  I  laughed  at  all.  You  make  me 
feel  so  miserable.  But  would  you  like  to  know  how  I  felt  ?  Mind, 
I  would  rather  cut  my  head  off,  than  tell  it  to  anyone  in  the  world 
but  you.' 

^  Now,  I  call  that  very  kind  of  you ;  if  you  please,  I  should  like 
to  know  how  you  have  been  feeling.'  With  these  words  Insie  came 
quite  close  up  to  his  side ;  and  looked  at  him  so  that  he  could  hardly 
speak.  '  You  may  say  it  in  a  whisper,  if  you  like,'  she  said ;  '  there 
is  nobody  coming  for  at  least  three  hours ;  and  so  you  may  say  it  in 
a  whisper.' 

'  Then  I  will  tell  you ;  it  was  just  like  this.  You  know  that  I 
began  to  think  how  beautiful  you  were,  at  the  very  first  time  I  looked 
at  you.  But  you  could  not  expect  me  so  to  love  you  all  at  once  as  I 
love  you  now,  dear  Insie.' 

^  I  cannot  understand  any  meaning  in  such  things.'  But  she  took 
a  little  distance ;  quite  as  if  she  did. 

'  Well,  I  went  away  without  thinking  very  much  ;  because  I  had 
a  bad  place  in  my  knee — a  blue  place  bigger  than  the  new  half-crown, 
where  you  saw  that  the  pony  kicked  me.  I  had  him  up,  and  thrashed 
him  when  I  got  home ;  but  that  has  got  nothing  to  do  with  it— only 
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that  I  made  him  know  who  was  his  master.  And  then  I  tiled  to  go 
on  with  a  lot  of  things  as  usual ;  but  somehow  I  did  not  care  at  alL 
There  was  a  great  rat-himt,  that  I  had  been  thinking  of  more  than 
three  weeks,  when  they  got  the  straddles  down,  to  be  ready  for  the 
new  ricks  to  come  instead.  But  I  could  not  go  near  it ;  and  it  made 
them  think  that  the  whole  of  my  inside  was  out  of  order.  And  it 
must  have  been.  I  can  see  by  looking  back ;  it  must  have  been  so, 
without  my  knowing  it.  I  hit  several  people  with  my  holly  <mi  their 
shins,  because  they  knew  more  than  I  did.  But  that  was  no  good; 
nor  was  anything  else.  I  only  got  more  and  more  out  of  sorts,  and 
could  not  stay  quiet  anywhere ;  and  yet  it  was  no  good  to  me  to  try 
to  make  a  noise.  All  day  I  went  about,  as  if  I  did  not  care  whether 
people  contradicted  me  or  not,  or  where  I  was,  or  what  time  I  should 
get  back,  or  whether  there  would  be  any  dinner.  And  I  tucked  up 
my  feet  in  my  night-gown  every  night ;  but  instead  of  stopping  there, 
as  they  always  used  to  do,  they  were  down  in  cold  places  immediately; 
and  instead  of  any  sleep,  I  bit  holes  by  the  himdred  in  the  sheets, 
•with  thinking.  I  hated  to  be  spoken  to,  and  I  hated  everybody ;  and 
so  I  do  now,  whenever  I  come  to  think  about  them.' 

*  Including  even  poor  me,  I  suppose?'  Insie  had  wonderfully 
pretty  eyebrows,  and  a  pretty  way  of  raising  them,  and  letting  more 
light  into  her  bright  hazel  eyes. 

'  No,  I  never  seemed  to  hate  you ;  though  I  often  was  put  out, 
because  I  could  never  make  your  &oe  come  well.  I  was  thinking  of 
you  always ;  but  I  could  not  see  you.  Now,  tell  me  whether  you 
have  been  like  that.' 

^Not  at  all;  but  I  have  thought  of  you  once  or  twice,  aad 
wondered  what  could  make  you  want  to  come  and  see  me.  If  I  were 
a  boy,  perhaps  I  could  understand  it  1 ' 

*  I  hate  lK)ys ;  I  am  a  man  all  over  now.  I  am  old  enough  to 
have  a  wife ;  and  I  mean  to  have  you.  How  much  do  you  suppose 
my  waistcoat  cost  ?  Well,  never  mind,  because  you  are  not  rich. 
But  I  have  got  money  enough  for  both  of  us  to  live  well,  and  nobody 
can  keep  me  out  of  it.  You  know  what  a  road  is,  I  suppose— a  good 
road  leading  to  a  town.  Have  you  ever  seen  one  ?  A  brown  place, 
with  hedges  on  each  side,  made  halrd  and  smooth  for  horses  to  go 
upon,  and  wheds  that  make  a  rumble.  Well,  if  you  will  have  me, 
and  behave  well  to  me,  you  shall  sit  up  by  yourself  in  a  velvet  dress, 
with  a  man  before  you  and  a  man  behind,  and  believe  that  you  are 
flying.' 

« But  what  would  become  of  my  father,  and  my  mother,  and  my 
brother  Maunder? ' 

*  Oh,  they  must  stop  here,  of  course  1  We  shouldn't  want  them. 
But  I  would  give  them  all  their  house  rent-free,  and  a  &t  pig  every 
Christmas.  Now,  you  sit  there,  and  spread  your  lap,  that  I  may 
help  you  properly.  I  want  to  see  you  eat ;  you  must  learn  to  eat 
like  a  lady  of  the  highest  quality ;  for  that  you  are  ^mg  to  be,  I 
can  tell  you.' 
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The  beautiful  maid  of  the  gill  smiled  sweetly,  sitting  on  the  low 
bank  with  the  grace  of  simple  nature,  and  the  playfulness  of  girl- 
hood. She  looked  up  at  Lancelot,  the  self-appointed  man,  with  a 
bright  glance  of  curious  contemplation ;  and  contemplation  (of  any 
other  subject  than  self)  is  dangerously  near  contempt.  She  thought 
very  little  of  his  large,  free  brag,  of  his  patronising  manner,  and  fine 
self-content,  reference  of  everything  to  his  own  standard,  beauty  too 
feminine,  and,  instead  of  female  gentleness,  highly  cultivated  way- 
wardness. But  in  spite  of  all  that  she  could  not  help  liking,  and 
sometimes  admiring  him,  when  he  looked  away.  And  now  he  was 
very  busy  with  the  feast  he  had  brought. 

*  To  begin  with,'  he  said,  when  his  good  things  were  displayed, 
*you  must  remember  that  nothing  is  more  vulgar  than  to  be 
hungry.  A  gentleman  may  have  a  tremendous  appetite,  but  a  lady 
never.' 

'  But  why,  but  why  ?  That  does  seem  foolish.  I  have  read  that 
the  ladies  are  always  helped  first.  That  must  be  because  of  tiieir 
appetites.' 

*  Insie,  I  tell  you  things ;  not  the  reasons  of  them.  Things  are 
learned  by  seeing  other  people ;  and  not  by  arguing  about  them.' 

*  Then  you  had  better  eat  your  dinner  first,  and  let  me  sit  and 
watch  you.  And  then  I  can  eat  mine  by  imitation ;  that  is  to  say, 
if  there  is  any  left.' 

^  You  are  one  of  the  oddest  people  I  have  ever  seen.  You  go 
round  the  comer  of  all  that  I  say,  instead  of  following  properly. 
When  we  are  married,  you  will  always  make  me  laugh.  At  one  time 
they  kept  a  boy  to  make  me  laugh ;  but  I  got  tired  of  him.  Now 
I  help  you  first ;  although  I  am  myself  so  huc^^.  I  do  it  from 
a  lofty  feeling,  which  my  Aunt  Philippa  calls  chivalry."  Ladies 
talk  about  it,  when  they  want  to  get  the  best  of  us.  I-  Imve  given 
you  all  the  best  part,  you  see ;  and  I  only  keep  the  worst  of  it  for 
myself.* 

If  Pet  had  any  hope  that  his  self-denial  would  promptly  be 
denied  to  him,  he  made  a  great  mistake;  for  the  damsel  of  the 
gill  had  a  healthy  moorland  appetite,  and  did  justice  to  all  that  was 
put  before  her ;  and  presently  he  b^an,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life, 
to  find  pleasure  in  seeing  another  person  pleased.  But  the  wine  she 
would  "not  even  taste,  in  spite  of  persuasion  and  example ;  the  water 
from  the  brook  was  all  she  drank,  and  she  drank  as  prettily  as  a 
pigeon.    Whatever  she  did  was  done  gracefully  and  well. 

'  I  am  very  particular,'  he  said  at  last ;  '  but  you  are  fit  to  dine 
with  anybody.  How  have  you  managed  to  learn  it  all  ?  You  take 
the  best  of  everything,  without  a  word  about  it,  as  g^tly  as  great 
ladies  do.  I  thought  that  you  would  want  me  to  eat  the  nicest 
pieces  ;  but,  instead  of  that,  you  have  left  me  bones  and  drumsticks  I' 

He  gave  such  a  melancholy  look  at  these,  that  Liisie-  laughed 
quite  merrily.    '  I  wanted  to  see  you  practise  chivalzy,'  she  said. 

^  Well,  never  mind ;  I  shall  know  afoother  time.   Inrtead  of  two 
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birds  I  shall  order  four ;  and  other  things  in  proportion.  But  now  I 
want  to  know  about  your  father  and  your  mother.  They  must  be 
respectable  people,  to  judge  by  you.  What  is  their  proper  name,  and 
how  much  have  they  got  to  live  upon  ? ' 

<  More  than  you ;  a  great  deal  more  than  you,'  she  answered,  with 
such  a  roguish  smile,  that  he  forgot  his  grievances,  or  began  to  lose 
them  in  the  mist  of  beauty. 

'  More  than  me !  And  they  live  in  such  a  hole,  where  only  the 
crows  come  near  them  ? ' 

^  Yes,  more  than  you,  sir.  They  have  their  wits  to  live  upon,  and 
industry,  and  honesty.* 

Pet  was  not  old  enough  yet  in  the  world  to  say, '  What  is  the 
use  of  all  those  ?  All  their  income  is  starvation.'  He  was  young 
enough  to  think  that  those  who  owned  them  had  advantage  of  him; 
for  he  knew  that  he  was  very  lazy.  Moreover,  he  had  heard  of  sach 
people  getting  on — through  the  striking  power  of  exception,  so  mndi 
more  brilliant  than  the  ride — when  all  the  blind  virtues  found  luck 
to  lead  them.  Industry,  honesty,  and  ability  always  get  on  in 
story-books :  and  nothing  is  nicer  than  to  hear  a  pretty  stoiy.  But 
in  some  ways.  Pet  was  sharp  enough. 

*  Then  they  never  will  want  that  house  rent-free,  nor  the  fet  pig, 
nor  any  other  presents.  Oh,  Insie,  how  very  much  better  that  will 
be  !  I  find  it  so  much  nicer  always  to  get  things,  than  to  give  them. 
And  people  are  so  good-natured,  when  they  have  done  it,  and  can 
talk  of  it.  Insie,  they  shall  give  me  something  when  I  marry  yon ; 
and  as  often  as  they  like  afterwards.' 

*  They  will  give  you  something  you  will  not  like,'  she  answered, 
with  a  laugh  and  a  look  along  the  moor,  '  if  you  stay  here  too  long, 
chattering  with  me.  Do  you  know  what  o'clock  it  is?  I  know 
always,  whether  the  sun  is  out  or  in.  You  need  show  no  gold  watch 
to  mel' 

*  Oh,  that  comes  of  living  in  a  draught  all  day  I  The  out-do(^ 
people  grow  too  wise.  What  do  you  see  about  ten  miles  oflF?  It 
must  be  ten  miles  to  that  hill.' 

^  That  hill  is  scarcely  five  miles  off ;  and  what  I  see  is  not  half  of 
that.  I  brought  you  up  here,  to  be  quite  safe.  Maunder's  eyes  are 
better  than  mine.  But  he  will  not  see  us  for  another  mile,  if  yon 
cover  your  grand  waistcoat,  because  we  are  in  the  shadows.  Slip 
down  into  the  gill  again,  and  keep  below  the  edge  of  it ;  and  go 
home  as  fast  as  possible.' 

Lancelot  felt  inclined  to  do  as  he  was  told,  and  keep  to  safe 
obscurity.  The  long  uncomfortable  loneliness  of  prospect,  and  dim 
airy  distance  of  the  sinking  sun  and  deeply  silent  emptiness  of 
hollows,  where  great  shadows  began  to  crawl — in  the  waning  of  the 
day,  and  so  fiar  away  from  home — all  these  united  to  impress  upon  a 
boy  a  spiritual  influence,  whose  bodily  expression  would  be  the 
appearance  of  a  clean  pair  of  heels.  But,  to  meet  this  sensible 
impulse,  there  arose  the  stubborn  nature  of  his  race,  which  hated  to 
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be  told  to  do  anything,  and  the  dignity  of  his  new-born  love — such 
as  it  was — and  the  thought  of  looking  small. 

*  Why  should  I  go  ? '  he  said ;  *  I  will  meet  them,  and  tell  them 
that  I  am  their  landlord,  and  have  a  right  to  know  all  about  them. 
My  grand&ther  never  ran  away  from  anybody.  And  they  have  got  a 
donkey  with  them.' 

*lliey  will  have  two,  if  you  stop,'  cried  Insie;  although  she 
admired  his  spirit.  ^  My  father  is  a  very  quiet  man.  But  Maunder 
would  take  you  by  the  throat,  and  cast  you  down  into  the  beck.' 

'  I  should  like  to  see  him  try  to  do  it.  I  am  not  so  very  strong ; 
but  I  am  active  as  a  cat.    I  have  no  idea  of  being  threaten^.' 

'  Then  will  you  be  coaxed  ?  I  do  implore  you,  for  my  sake,  to 
go ;  or  it  will  be  too  late.  Never,  never,  will  you  see  me  again, 
unless  you  do  what  I  beseech  of  you.' 

*  I  wiU  not  stir  one  peg,  unless  you  put  your  arms  round  my 
neck  and  kiss  me,  and  say  that  you  will  never  have  anybody  else.' 

Insie  blushed  deeply,  and  her  bright  eyes  flashed  with  passion, 
not  of  loving  kind.  But  it  went  to  her  heart  that  he  was  brave, 
and  that  he  loved  her  truly.  She  flung  her  comely  arms  around  his 
neck  and  touched  her  rosy  lips  with  his ;  and  before  he  could  clasp 
her  she  was  gone,  with  no  more  comfort  than  these  words : — 

*  Now,  if  you  are  a  gentleman  you  must  go ;  and  never  come 
near  this  place  again.' 

Not  a  moment  too  soon  he  plunged  into  the  gill,  and  hurried  up 
its  winding  course;  but  turning  back  at  the  comer,  saw  a  sweet 
smile  in  the  distance,  and  a  wave  of  the  hand,  that  warmed  his 
heart. 

{To  be  continued,) 


Digitized  by  Google 


748 


[December 


First  Impressions  op  the  New  World. 

I. 

A FINE  passage  in  the  good  ship  *  Scythia,'  of  the  Cunard  Line, 
with  most  agreeable  fellow-passengers,  both  English  and  Ameri- 
can, landed  me  at  New  York  on  June  3,  1879.  Such  a  ship  under 
such  a  hospitable  and  pleasant  commander  as  Captain  Hains,  is  a  sort 
of  ark  to  which  every  bird  would  willingly  return,  and  so,  by  the  same 
vessel  I  re-embarked  for  Liverpool  on  July  16.  A  visit  of  only  six 
weeks  to  the  continent  of  America  can  give  nothing  more  than  first 
impressions,  and  these,  too,  of  only  a  very  small  portion  of  the  country. 
My  visit  was  purely  personal  and  private.  I  saw  little  of  men  and 
nothing  of  institutions.  From  politics  of  all  kinds,  whether  Eastern 
or  Western,  it  was  my  great  object  to  escape.  But  to  the  forests,  to 
the  hills,  to  the  rivers,  to  the  birds,  to  the  general  aspects  of  Nature 
in  the  New  World  I  went  with  a  fresh  eye,  and  in  these  I  found 
much  of  which  no  description  had  given  me  any  accxirate  idea. 
Of  a  few  of  these  first  and  fresh  impressions  I  desire  to  give 
some  account  in  the  pages  which  follow. 

In  one  great  feature  of  landscape  the  States  and  the  Provinces  of 
North  America  diflFer  very  much  from  any  expectation  I  had  formed. 
That  feature  is  the  nature  and  disposition  of  the  woods.  They  are 
not  the  woods  that  stand  roxmd  the  '  stately  homes  of  England ' ; 
neither  is  there  any  hedgerow  timber  such  as,  from  every  elevation 
in  the  midland  counties,  gives  to  the  whole  coimtry,  even  to  the  verge 
of  a  distant  horizon,  the  appearance  of  one  rich  and  continuous  forest. 
Still  less  are  they  woods  of  France  or  of  Q-ermany,  where  arboriculture 
is  a  regular  branch  of  study,  where  the  maximum  of  produce  to  the 
acre  is  carefully  considered,  and  where  every  scrap,  even  the  *lop 
and  top,'  is  neatly  collected  and  piled  in  *  cords.'  In  America,  with 
the  exception  of  the  trees  which  are  planted  with  admirable  eflect  in 
the  streets  of  cities  and  towns,  there  is  hardly  any  indication  of  the 
■cultivation  of  trees  being  attended  to  at  all.  I  saw  nothing  that 
oould  be  called  fine  timber,  and  no  woods  which  showed  any  care  in 
thinning,  with  a  view  to  the  production  of  such  timber  in  the  future. 
And  yet  the  woods  of  North  America  are  very  varied  in  form,  and 
very  beautiful  in  composition.  They  are  by  no  means  mere  patches 
of  original  forest  left  in  the  midst  of '  clearings,'  nor  is  the  cultivated 
country  generally  bare,  with  the  remains  of  that  forest  standing  in 
ragged  edges  round  it.  There  are,  indeed,  some  districts  where  this  is 
the  aspect  of  the  land,  and  a  very  dreary  aspect  it  is ;  but  the  general 
character  of  all  the  country  which  has  been  long  settled  is  very 
diflferent.   It  is  not  a  land  of  *  brown  heath,'  but  it  is  emphatically  a 
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land  of  ^  shaggy  wood ' ;  a  land  in  which  clumps,  and  thickets,  and 
lines,  and  irr^^ular  masses  of  the  most  beautiful  foliage  vary  and 
adorn  the  sur&ce.  This  is  what  I  had  not  expected,  and  what  it  de- 
lighted me  much  to  see.  The  secret  of  it  lies  in  one  circumstance, 
which  is  the  secret  also  of  much  else  that  is  characteristic  of  the 
American  Continent — the  over-abundance  of  land  as  compared  with 
the  cultivating  and  occupying  power  of  the  settled  population.  It  is 
not  worth  whUe  to  cultivate  any  land  but  the  best.  Every  acre  which 
is  of  inferior  quality,  or  in  an  inconvenient  situation,  every  rocky 
knoll  too  hard,  every  bank  and  brae  too  steep  to  plough,  the  sides 
of  every  stream,  the  banks  of  every  dell,  and  frequent  tracts  on  every 
hill  side,  are  left  in  a  state  of  nature.  But  throughout  the  Eastern 
States  and  Provinces,  the  soil  being  full  of  the  seeds  of  trees,  the 
state  of  nature  is  a  state  of  woodedness.  Even  where  the  whole  &ce 
of  the  country  has  been  burnt  by  forest  fires,  and  the  settler  has 
appropriated  whatever  portion  of  it  was  best  and  most  easily  worked, 
the  after-growth  which  has  sprung  up  is  a  beautiful  tangle  of  Birch 
and  Oak,  and  Elm  and  Maple ;  and  these  tangles,  wholly  uncared  for, 
are  left  to  flourish  as  they  may.  To  a  large  extent  these  woods  are 
of  no  value  for  any  economical  purpose,  except  firewood  and  fencing. 
The  fine  trees  have  disappeared  with  the  original  forest,  and  there 
has  been  no  time,  so  young  are  even  the  oldest  settled  countries  of 
America,  for  the  new  growth  to  attain  any  size.  The  struggle  for 
existence  is  allowed  to  go  on  among  the  contending  species,  and  it 
requires  a  long  time  imder  such  conditions  to  develope  even  &ir-sized 
timber.  It  astonished  me  to  see,  even  in  the  close  neighbourhood  of 
the  oldest  cities  of  New  England,  the  extent  of  land  which  is  aban- 
doned to  what  may  be  called  *  bush.'  Cockney  travellers  and  cockney 
economists  are  accustomed  to  talk  of  the  ^  waste  lands '  of  England 
and  Scotland — ^a  phrase  under  which  they  designate  all  land  which  is 
not  under  the  plough,  or  divided  into  fields  capable  of  arable  cultiva- 
tion. The  truth  is  that  in  our  Island  there  is,  properly  speaking,  no 
waste  land  at  all.  The  roughest  pastures  are  all  utilised.  Even  the 
ru^ped  mountains  are  the  support  of  great  flocks  of  sheep,  which  may 
or  may  not  be  seen  by  the  tourist  from  Cheapside.  There  is,  indeed, 
abnndance  of  land  which,  under  other  conditions  of  demand,  might  be, 
and  some  day  will  be,  capable  of  a  higher  cultivation.  This,  how- 
ever, is  as  true  of  the  land  which  now  yields  the  finest  crops  of  wheat, 
or  turnips,  or  potatoes,  as  it  is  of  the  hillside  which  yields  only  grass 
and  heather.  It  is  conceivable  that  the  whole  soil  may  at  some 
Aiture  time  be  under  the  conditions  of  a  market  garden,  when  abun- 
dance of  manure,  cheapness  of  labour,  and  great  demand  for  produce 
by  vast  consuming  populations  combine  to  render  such  cultivation 
possible  and  remunerative.  But  in  the  middle  of  the  oldest  States 
of  North  America  there  are  immense  areas  of  country  which  in  tiie 
strictest  sense  may  be  said  to  be  waste.  On  the  line  of  railway 
between  Boston  and  Fall  Siver,  a  line  which  connects  the  mort 
renowned  city  with  one  of  the  most  fiEiahionable  watering  places  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


750  First  Impressions  of  the  New  IVorld.  [December 


New  England,  Newport,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  the  great 
extent  of  land  occupied  by  the  wildest  jungle  of  shaggy  wood,  in 
some  places  not  unlike  the  lovely  clothing  which  covers  the  rocks  of 
Loch  Katrine  or  Loch  Lomond.  Marshy  ground,  carpeted  with  a 
plant  which,  in  general  effect,  reproduces  our  own  'Bog  Myrtle,'  ^ 
abounded  also.  The  scenery  of  the  Hudson — the  beauty  of  which  fiaur  * 
exceeded  my  expectations— depends  largely  on  the  beauty  of  the 
woods.  Everywhere,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  villas  which  are  the 
retreat  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  there  are  the  most  beautiful 
thickets  of  wood,  climbing  the  steep  banks,  hanging  over  the  swampy 
hollows,  and  firinging  the  rocky  promontories  which  form  the  margin 
of  that  magnificent  estuary.  In  truth  the  woodedness  of  the  land- 
scape is  in  excess*  A  mountain  range  loses  in  picturesque  effect  when 
it  is  covered  to  the  top  with  wood,  when  no  rocks  appear  upon  the 
surface,  and  no  bald  top  rises  above  the  vegetation  of  the  base ;  yet 
this  is  the  uniform  character  of  all  the  mountains  and  hills  which  I 
happened  to  see  on  the  American  Continent.  The  Catskill  Mountains, 
wUoh  are  a  conspicuous  feature  in  the  scenery  of  the  Hudson,  seem 
to  be  everywhere  covered  to  the  very  summits  by  trees,  which,  though 
larger  than  those  which  we  should  call  copsewood,  are  yet  not  laige 
enough  to  have  the  aspect  of  fine  timber.  The  hills  round  and  above 
West  Point,  the  great  military  seminary  of  the  United  States,  are 
one  vast  wood.  And  there  is  another  feature  of  these  woods  which 
surprised  me,  and  that  is  the  very  small  proportion  of  the  Pine 
tribe  as  compared  with  deciduous  trees.  In  the  valley  of  the  Hudson 
there  are  hardly  enough  to  give  variety ;  and  even  farther  north,  and 
throughout  the  settled  parts  of  Canada,  where  portions  of  the  original 
forests  survive  on  the  plains  or  on  the  hills,  nowhere  do  we  meet 
with  the  monotonous  aspect  of  a  purely  Pine  vegetation.  The  woods 
and  forests  are  all  largely  composed  of  Elm,  Ash,  and  Maple,  with 
frequent  tracts  of  Birch  and  Aspen.' 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  I  passed  through  Albany  without  stop- 
ping to  see  it  in  detail.  The  charming  picture  given  by  Mrs.  Grant 
of  Laggan'  of  the  life  led  by  the  early  settlers  there,  about  a  hundred 
years  ago,  is  the  picture  of  a  condition  of  society  which  has  passed 
away.  But  some  features  remain,  and  amongst  these  there  is  one 
which  especially  strikes  a  stranger  in  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  New 
England.  Where  trees  are  rare  in  Europe,  they  are  most  striking  in 
Amexica.  Planting,  superfluous,  and  therefore  n^lected  elsewhere  in 
the  New  World,  has  been  carefully  attended  to  in  the  cities.  Their 
streets  are  almost  all  avenues  of  handsome  trees,  the  boughs  meeting 
over  the  ample  roadway,  their  foliage  everywhere  conspicuous  among 

*  Might  I  suggest  to  my  friends  in  America  the  possibility  of  limiting  the 
nnisance  of  advertisements  on  the  lovely  banks  of  the  Hudson.  Every  aval  liable 
surface  of  rock  is  covered  with  the  hideous  letters  of  some  pill,  or  some  potion,  or 
some  embrocation,  or  of  some  application  still  more  offensive,  for  the  ills  of 
humanity.  To  such  an  extent  is  this  nuisance  carried,  that  it  seemed  to  me  to 
interfere  seriously  with  the  beauty  of  one  of  the  most  b^utiful  rivers  in  the  world. 

*  Menufin  af  an  American  Zady,   New  York. 
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the  bouses,  and  often  giving  a  copifortable  rural  aspect  even  to  the  most 
crowded  seats  of  industry.  The  view  of  Albany  from  a  distance  on 
the  railway  is  very  striking ;  the  State  House,  like  most  of  the  public 
buildings  in  America,  being  large  and  handsome,  and  seen  rising  out 
of  a  most  picturesque  intermixture  of  tiles  and  leaves.  This  peculiar 
feature  of  American  towns  is,  like  so  many  other  things  in  that 
country,  a  consequence  of  its  wealth  of  land.  No  economy  of  its 
surface  is  ever  needed,  and  none  is  attended  to.  Mrs.  Grant's  descrip- 
tion of  Albany,  as  it  existed  in  her  day,  is  the  description,  more  or 
less  accurate,  of  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  New  England : — 

The  town  ^she  says),  in  proportion  to  its  population,  occupied  a  great 
space  of  grouna.  The  city,  in  short,  was  a  kind  of  semi-rural  establishment : 
every  house  had  its  own  garden,  well,  and  a  little  green  behind :  before 
every  door  a  tree  was  planted,  rendei-ed  interesting  by  being  coeval  with 
some  beloved  member  of  the  feimily.  Many  of  these  trees  were  of  prodigious 
sise  and  extraordinary  beauty,  but  without  regularity,  everyone  planting 
the  kind  that  best  pleased  him,  or  which  he  thought  would  afford  the  most 
agreeable  shade  to  the  open  portico  at  his  door,  which  was  surrounded  by 
seats,  and  ascended  by  a  few  steps.  It  was  in  these  that  each  domestic 
group  was  seated  in  summer  evenings  to  enjoy  the  balmy  twilight,  or 
serenely  clear  moonlight. 

The  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  into  which  the  railway  passes  to  the 
north  of  Albany,  has  a  character  and  a  beauty  of  its  own,  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  valley  of  the  Hudson.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Mohawk  is  a  true  river,  and  not  an  estuary ;  in  the  second  place,  it  is 
a  small  river  as  compared  with  the  mighty  streams  of  the  American 
Continent ;  a  river  not  like  a  lake,  or  an  inland  sea,  but  a  river  that 
the  eye  can  take  in,  and  understand  as  such — a  river  like  the  Thames, 
only  greatly  more  rapid ;  winding  among  green  meadows,  roimd  plea- 
eant  islets,  under  willowy  banks,  with  here  and  there  a  few  stately  elms. 
The  breadth  of  the  valley,  too,  is  comparatively  small,  not  unlike  some 
parts  of  the  valley  of  the  Thames  above  Maidenhead,  but  with  sides 
rising  in  longer  slopes  and  to  far  greater  elevations.  These  slopes 
are  occupied  by  farms,  in  which  grass  seemed  to  predominate  over 
crops,  and  they  are  adorned  by  ample  remains  of  the  ancient  forests, 
beautifully  disposed  in  irregular  clumps,  and  lines,  and  masses  of 
every  conceivable  size  and  form ;  the  skyline  being  generally  a  line  of 
unbroken  wood,  with  an  increasing  proportion  of  Pine.  Nowhere 
did  I  observe  a  more  favourable  specimen  of  the  woodiness  of  American 
landscape — the  mixture  of  evergreen  with  deciduous  trees  was  perfect. 
There  are,  of  course,  in  America  no  stiff  plantations  such  as  too  fre- 
quently mar  the  landscapes  of  the  Old  World.  All  had  the  appearance 
of  natural  wood,  and  not  even  the  most  skilful  planting  in  the  great 
Places  of  England  or  of  Scotland  could  show  a  more  beautiful  variety 
of  foliage,  or  a  more  picturesque  intermixture  of  field  and  wood. 

It  is  impossible  to  pass  through  the  beautiful  valley  of  the 
Mohawk  without  having  one's  mind  turned  to  the  many  curious  and 
interesting  questions  on  the  history  and  fate  of  the  Indian  tribes  of 
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North  America.  It  is  but  as  yesterday  that  it  was  the  home  of  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  of  those  tribes.  Hardly  a  vestige  of  them  now 
remains.  Within  the  compass  almost  of  a  single  hmnan  life  there 
has  disappeared  from  the  world  a  people  who,  though  savage  in  some 
respects,  had  nevertheless  either  the  vestiges  or  tiie  germs  of  an  ample 
civilisation.  It  is  very  difficult  in  America  to  recollect  how  young 
everything  there  is,  and  how  rapidly  the  culture  of  the  Old  World  has 
overflowed  and  submerged  all  that  remained  of,  or  all  that  mig^t  have 
come  from,  the  culture  of  the  native  races.  This  youth  of  America  as 
we  now  see  it  was  forcibly  impressed  upon  me  by  an  accidental  circum- 
stance. On  entering  the  harbour  of  New  York,  I  was  very  kindly  pre- 
sented, by  General  Wilson  of  that  city,  with  a  copy  of  a  new  edition  of 
the  work  already  quoted,  the '  Memoirs  of  an  American  liady,*  by  Mrs. 
Grant  of  Laggan.  Mrs.  Grant  was  my  mother's  friend  and  teacher,  and 
few  names  were  more  familiar  to  me  in  early  years.  She  did  not  die  till 
1838 ;  yet  her  girlhood  was  spent  in  Albany  when  that  city  was  one  of 
the  advanced  posts  of  European  settlement  in  America,  and  when  it 
was  still  so  weak  that  it  was  not  altogether  indifferent  ix)  the  firiend- 
ship  and  protection  of  the  Indians  of  the  Mohawk.  In  the  long  and 
bitter  contest  for  supremacy  in  North  America  between  France  and 
England  both  nations  had  need  of  native  allies.  It  was  mainly  by 
Indian  auxiliaries  that  only  three  years  before  Mrs.  Grant's  arrival  in 
America,  a  small  body  of  Frenchmen  had  defeated  and  destroyed  a 
well-appointed  British  army  oonmianded  by  a  veteran  in  the  wars  of 
Europe.  The  tribes  of  the  great  Algonkin  family  were  those  whose 
friendship  was  cultivated  by  the  Fr^ch ;  whilst  the  Iroquois,  or  Five 
Nations,  were  the  special  allies  of  the  English  colonists.  In  this 
division  we  had  the  best  of  it,  for  the  Iroquois,  of  whom  the  Mohawks 
were  the  most  powerful  tribe,  w^  the  great  warriors  of  that  portion 
of  the  American  Continent.  It  is  curious  to  observe  the  very  different 
estimate  formed  of  tiiose  people  by  scientifio  writers  of  the  present 
day,  and  by  such  writers  as  Mrs.  Grant,  who  represents  the  feeling  of 
the  colonists  in  immediate  contact  with  the  Mohawks.  ^  In  r^rard  to 
their  internal  condition  and  progress  in  the  Arts,'  says  Mr.  Dawson, 
^  notwithstanding  the  gloss  with  which  time  may  to  some  extent  cover 
these  aborigines,  we  cannot  disguise  from  ourselves  that  they  were  for 
the  most  part  the  veriest  savages.' ' 

Were  they  savages  (on  the  other  hand,  asks  Mrs.  Grant)  who  had  fixed 
habitations,  who  cultivated  rich  fields,  who  built  castles  (for  so  they  called 
their  not  incommodious  bouses  surrounded  with  palisades),  who  planted 
maize,  beans,  and  showed  considerable  ingenuity  in  constructing  and 
adorning  their  canoes,  arms  and  clothing  f  They  who  had  wise,  tibioogh 
unwritten,  laws,  and  conducted  their  wars,  treaties  and  alliances  with  deep 
and  sound  policy ;  they  whose  eloquence  was  bold,  nervous  and  animated, 
whose  language  was  sonorous,  musical  and  expressive;  who  possessed 
generous  and  elevated  sentiments,  heroic  fortitude  and  unstained  probity : 
were  these,  indeed,  savages  ? 


"  ^utohet  of  the  Pagt  and  Pretent  Condition  of  the  Indians  of  Canadtt,  B7  Geo. 
M.  Dawson.   Reprinted  from  the  Canadian  Natwralut, 
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Making^  every  allowance  for  a  woman's  enthusiastic  admiration  of 
the  picturesque  in  Indian  life  and  character,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  there  was  a  substantial  foundation  for  this  representation  of  them. 
On  the  assumption  that  the  law  of  development  has  always  worked 
in  one  direction,  it  is  hard,  indeed^  to  account  for  the  totsd  decay  of 
races  who  had  advanced  so  hx.  But  if  .that  assumption  be  a  false 
one — if  the  development  of  evil  is  as  certain  and  even  more  rapid  in 
its  work  than  the  development  of  good — then  the  phenomenon  is  not 
incapable  of  explanation.  It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  the  dis- 
^pearance  of  the  North  American  tribes  is  not  a  result  of  contact 
and  collision  with  the  higher  civilisation  of  the  European  settlers. 
Even  if  it  had  been  due  to  this  contact,  the  result  would  not  have 
been  the  less  one  requiring  explanation.  The  uncivilised  races  of 
India  and  of  A&ica  do  not  wither  or  melt  away  in  the  *  fierce  light '  of 
European  culture.  In  general  they  not  only  survive  but  multiply 
and  flourish.  Something  else  must  have  been  at  work  in  the  case  of 
the  aboriginal  population  of  North  America.  The  truth  is  that  their 
decay  is  only  tiie  consummation  of  a  process  which  had  begun  long 
before  Europeans  had  come  into  contact  with  them,  and  that  it  has 
been  consummated  from  the  operation  of  causes  purely  internal. 
And  one  of  these  causes  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  very  name 
of  the  Mohawks.  In  them  there  was  a  wonderful  development  of  the 
passion  and  the  power  of  fighting.  It  became  an  insatiable  thirst 
for  blood.  Their  very  name  was  a  terror  in  all  the  vast  and  fair 
regions  of  America  which  stretch  between  the  ocean  and  the  great 
kkes.  Whole  tracts  of  country  in  which  the  first  Jesuit  missionaries 
had  seen  flourishing  villages  with  a  settled  population,  and  a  prosperous 
agricultural  industry,  were  devastated  by  tiie  fierce  Mohawks.  The 
population  was  extirpated,  the  few  survivors  driven  into  the  marshes 
and  the  forests,  to  live  thenceforward  solely  by  the  chase,  and  to  be 
quoted  thenceforward  by  modem  anthropologists  as  the  type  of 
Primaeval  Man.  The  evolution  of  savagery  has  thus,  on  an  extended 
scale,  been  seen  and  described  by  eye-witnesses,  not  only  in  historic, 
but  in  very  recent  times.  And  then  the  conquerors  themselves  became 
the  victims  of  the  vices  and  of  the  unnatural  habits  which  had  been 
developed  along  with  their  sole  addiction  to  war  and  with  their  thirst 
of  blood.  One  of  these  vices  was  the  cruel  treatment  of  women— on 
whom  the  whole  burden  of  work  was  laid,  and  whose  wretched  con- 
dition has  been  described  by  many  writers.  Was  this  primeval  ? 
If  so,  man  was  bom  into  the  world  with  lower  habits  and  poorer 
instincts  than  the  bmtes.  All  the  analogies  of  nature,  and  all  the 
presmnptions  of  reason  are  in  &vour  of  the  conclusion  that  these 
destructive  and  suicidal  habits  and  vices  are  the  results  of  develop- 
ment, the  end  of  small  beginnings  of  evil,  and  -of  departures,  at  first 
slight,  from  the  order  of  nature.  The  American  Continent  is  covered 
with  the  remains  of  an  ancient  civilisation  which  has  passed  away, 
and  which  for  the  most  part  had  already  passed  away  long  before  it 
sufiFered  any  violence  from  extemal  enemies.  The  history  of  its  de- 
struction is  to  a  great  extent  unknown.    But  such  indications  of  that 
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history  as  can  be  derived  from  what  we  know  of  the  aboriginal  races 
point  directly  to  American  savagery  as  the  result  of  vices  evolving 
their  own  natural  consequences  through  a  long  lapse  of  time. 

As  we  passed,  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  through  an  extent  of 
country  which  it  took  Mrs.  Crrant,  with  her  fether's  detachment  of  the 
55th  Raiment,  nearly  three  weeks  to  traverse,  it  was  difficult  to 
realise  the  change  which  had  been  brought  about  during  an  interval 
of  time  so  short  in  the  life  of  nations.  The  peaceful  homesteads  of 
the  Mohawk  valley,  and  its  thriving  towns,  presented  a  contrast  with 
its  past  even  more  absolute  than  that  which  is  presented  by  the 
scenes  of  our  own  old  Border  warfare ;  and  the  beautiful  lines  in 
which  this  contrast  has  been  presented  by  the  great  Border  Minstrel 
come  involuntarily  to  one's  mind : — 

Sweet  Teviot,  on  thy  silver  tide 
The  flaring  bale-fires  blaze  no  more ; 
No  longer  steel-clad  warriors  ride 
Along  tiiy  wild  and  wiLlowed  shore  : 
Where'er  thou  wind'st,  by  dale  or  hill, 
All,  all  is  peaceful,  all  is  still, 
As  if  thy  waves  since  Time  was  bom. 
Since  first  they  rolled  upon  the  Tweed, 
'    Had  only  hesLrd  the  shepherd's  reed. 
Nor  started  at  the  bugle  hom.^ 

As  we  emerged  from  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  into  the  open  rolling 
country  whose  streams  fall  intx)  Lake  Ontario,  I  was  struck  with  the 
vast  extent  of  pasture  land,  apparently  of  the  finest  quality.  The 
number  of  cattle  visible  on  its  surface  seemed  strangely  below  its 
capalnlities  of  feeding.  It  gave  me  the  impression  of  a  country  very 
much  understocked,  and  cultivated,  when  cultivated  at  all,  in  the 
most  careless  manner.  It  was  here  I  first  saw  an  American  forest 
clearing — and  nothing  more  dreary  can  well  be  imagined.  The  stumps 
of  the  trees,  some  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  are  left  in  the  ground ;  8(»ne 
charred  quite  black,  others  bleached  quite  white — all  looking  the 
picture  of  decay.  The  edges  of  the  surrounding  woods  are  of  course 
ragged — the  trees  shabby  and  unhealthy,  as  trees  always  are  which 
have  grown  up  in  thickets,  and  are  then  left  to  stand  in  the  open. 

This  is  the  aspect  of  country  of  which  I  had  expected  to  see  a 
great  deal — and  no  doubt  in  many  districts  large  tracts  must  be  in 
this  condition.  But  it  is  the  condition  only  of  the  country  where  the 
processes  of  settlement  are  in  their  first  stage.  In  a  few  years  the  soil, 
pregnant  with  seeds  of  all  kinds,  soon  sends  up  a  rich  and  tangled 
arboreal  vegetation  on  every  spot  which  is  not  kept  in  continual 
cultivation. 

The  shades  of  nigVii  h;.d  blotted  out  the  landscape  long  before  we 
reaohed  Niagara.  The  north-western  horizon,  however,  had  been  to 
some  time  illuminated  by  summer  lightning,  which  soon  became 


<  Lay  of  the  Lagt  Minttrel,  canto  iy. 
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forked  and  very  brilliant.  As  we  crossed  the  Suspension  Bridge, 
seeing  nothing  but  a  dim  whiteness  in  the  distance,  a  flash  unusually 
long  and  vivid  lit  up  the  whole  splendour  of  the  Falls  with  its  pallid 
and  ghastly  light. 

There  is  perhaps  no  natural  object  in  any  part  of  the  world 
which  when  seen  answers  so  accurately  to  expectation  as  the  Falls 
of  Niagara.  Pictures  and  photographs  without  end  have  made  them 
familiar  in  every  aspect  in  which  they  can  be  represented.  Those 
in  what  they  cannot  be  represented  are  the  last  to  be  seen,  and  the 
last  to  be  appreciated.  The  first  approach  to  them  is  perhaps  the 
least  imposing  view  of  all.  They  are  seen  at  the  distance  of  about  a 
mile.  They  are  seen,  too,  from  an  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  top 
of  the  Falls,  and  the  great  breadth  of  the  river,  as  compared  with  the 
height  of  the  precipice,  makes  that  height  look  comparatively  small. 
Nevertheless,  the  eflect  of  the  whole,  with  the  two  great  columns  ot 
spray  from  the  *  Horse-shoe,'  suddenly  revealed  by  a  flash  of  lightning, 
is  an  eflFect  which  can  never  be  forgotten.  The  power  and  beauty  ot 
Niagara  are  best  seen  from  the  point  on  the  Canadian  bank  whence 
the  *  Table  Rock '  once  projected.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
deepest  convexity  of  the  '  Horse-shoe '  is  only  well  seen  from  that 
point,  and  it  is  aJong  the  edges  of  that  convexity  that  the  greatest 
mass  of  water  falls,  with  an  unbroken  rush,  which  is  only  to  be  seen 
here,  and  in  the  heaviest  billows  of  the  Atlantic  when  their  crests  rise 
transparent  against  the  light.  The  greens  and  blues  of  that  rush 
are  among  the  most  exquisite  colours  in  nature,  and  the  lines  upon  it, 
which  express  irresistible  weight  and  force,  are  as  impressive  as  they 
are  delicate  and  indefinable.  The  awfulness  of  the  scene  is  much 
increased  when  the  wind  carries  the  spray-cloud  over  the  spectator 
and  envelopes  him  in  its  mists ;  because,  whilst  these  are  often  thick 
enough  wholly  to'  conceal  the  foaming  water  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fells,  they  are  rarely  thick  enough  to  conceal  the  mighty  leap  of  the 
torrent  at  the  top.  The  consequence  is  that  the  water  seems  to  be 
tumbling  into  a  bottomless  abyss — with  a  deafening  roar,  intensified 
by  the  ^ame  currents  of  air  which  carry  the  drenching  spray. 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  that  the  most  impressive  of  all 
the  scenes  at  Niagara  is  one  of  which  comparatively  little  is  said.  The 
river  Niagara  above  the  Falls  runs  in  a  channel  very  broad,  and  very 
little  depressed  below  the  general  level  of  the  country.  But  there  is 
a  steep  declivity  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  for  a  considerable  distance 
above  the  precipice,  and  this  constitutes  what  are  called  the  Eapids. 
The  consequence  is  that  when  we  stand  at  any  point  near  the  edge  of 
the  Falls,  and  look  up  the  course  of  the  stream,  the  foaming  waters 
of  the  Sapids  constitute  the  skyline.  No  indication  of  land  is 
visible — nothing  to  express  the  fact  that  we  are  looking  at  a  river. 
The  crests  of  the  breakers,  the  leaping  and  the  rushing  of  the  waters, 
are  all  seen  against  the  clouds,  as  they  are  seen  in  the  ocean  when 
the  ship  from  which  we  look  is  in  the  *  trough  of  the  sea.'  It  is 
impossible  to  resist  the  effect  on  the  imagination.    It  is  as  if  the 

No.  600  (ko.  cxx.  N.fl.)  3  E 


Digitized  by  Google 


756  First  Impressions  of  the  New  World.  [December 


fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  being  broken  up,  and  as  if  a  new 
Deluge  were  coming  on  the  world.  The  impression  is  rather  in- 
creased than  diminished  by  the  perspective  of  the  low  wooded  banks 
on  either  shore,  running  down  to  a  vanishing  point  and  seeming  to  be 
lost  in  the  advancing  waters.  An  apparently  shoreless  sea  tumbling 
towards  one  is  a  very  grand  and  a  very  awM  sight.  [Foigetting  there 
what  one  knows,  and  giving  oneself  up  to  what  one  only-  sees,  I  do 
not  know  that  there  is  anything  in  nature  more  majestic  than  the 
view  of  the  Bapids  above  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 

A  very  curious  question,  and  one  of  great  scientific  interest^ 
arises  out  of  this  great  difference  between  the  course  of  the  Niagara 
river  above  and  below  the  Palls.    It  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  much 
too  readily  assumed  by  geologists  that  rivers  have  excavated  the 
valleys  in  which  they  run.    In  innumerable  cases  the  work  thus  at- 
tributed to  rivers  is  a  work  wholly  beyond  their  power.  Under  certain 
conditions,  no  doubt,  the  cutting  power  of  running  water  is  very 
great.    Wben  the  declivity  is  steep,  and  when  the  stream  is  liabk 
to  floods  carrying  stones  and  gravel  along  with  it,  tiie  work  of  ex- 
cavation may  be  rapid.    On  the  other  hand,  when  the  declivity  is 
gentle,  when  the  quantity  of  water  is  not  liable  to  sudden  increase, 
and  when  it  carries  little  foreign  matter,  it  may  run  for  unnumbered 
ages  without  producing*  more  than  the  most  insignificant  effeoi. 
Much  also  depends  on  the  disposition  of  the  rocks  over  which  a  river 
runs.    If  these  firom  their  texture  or  firom  their  stratification  present 
edges  which  are  easily  attacked  or  undermined,  even  a  gentle  stream 
may  cut  rapidly  for  itself  a  deeper  bed.    On  the  other  hand,  when 
the  rocks  do  not  expose  any  surfaces  which  are  easily  assailable,  a 
very  large  body  of  water  may  be  powerless  to  attack  them,  and  may 
run  over  them  for  ages  without  being  able  to  scoop  out  more 
than  a  few  feet  or  even  a  few  inches.    Accordingly,  such  is  actually 
the  case  of  the  Niagara  river  in  the  upper  part  of  its  course  from 
Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Ontario.    In  all  the  ages  during  which  it  has 
run  in  that  course  for  fifteen  miles  it  has  not  been  able  to  remove 
more  than  a  few  feet  of  soil  or  rock.    The  country  is  level  and 
the  banks  are  very  low,  so  low  that  in  looking  up  the  bed  of 
the  river  the  more  distant  trees  on  either  bank  seem  to  rise  out  of 
the  water.    But  suddenly  in  the  middle  of  the  comparatively  level 
country  the  river  encounters  a  precipice  of  165  feet  deep,  and 
thenceforward  for  seven  miles  runs  through  a  profound  cleft  or  ravine, 
the  bottom  of  which  is  not  less  than  300  feet  below  the  general 
level  of  the  country.    Now  the  question  arises  how  that  precipice 
came  to  be  there  ?    This  would  be  no  puzzle  at  all  if  the  precipice 
were  coincident  with  a  sudden  declivity  in  the  general  level  of  the 
country  on  either  side  of  the  river.    And  there  is  such  a  declivity 
— ^but  it  is  not  at  Niagara.   It  is  seven  miles  fEUrther  on.  At 
the  Falls  there  is  no  depression  in  the  general  level  of  the  banks. 
Indeed,  on  the  Canadian  shore  the  land  rises  very  considerably  just 
above  the  Falls.    On  the  American  shore  it  continues  at  the  same 
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edevation.  The  whole  country  here,  however,  is  a  table-land,  and 
that  table-land  has  a  termination — an  edge — over  which  the  river 
must  fall  before  it  can  reach  Lake  Ontario.  But  that  edge  does  not  run 
across  the  country  at  Niagara,  but  along  a  line  much  nearer  to  Lake 
Ontario,  where  it  is  a  conspicuous  feature  in  the  landscape,  and  is 
called  the  Queenstown  Heights.  The  natural  place  therefore,  so  to  speak, 
for  the  Falls  would  have  been  where  the  river  came  to  that  edge,  and  from 
that  point  the  river  has  all  the  appearance  of  having  cut  its  way  back- 
wards, in  the  course  of  time.  The  process  is  still  going  on,  and  arises 
from  a  cause  which  fully  explains  the  powerful  action  of  the  river  in  its 
lower  course,  and  its  very  feeble  action  in  its  upper  course.  The  bed 
of  rock  over  which  the  water  flows  from  Lake  Erie  is  a  hard  limestone, 
and  it  lies  nearly  flat.  This  is  precisely  the  kind  and  the  position  of 
rock  in  which  water  acts  most  slowly.  But,  imdemeath  this  bed  of 
limestone  there  is  another  bed  of  a  soft  incoherent  shale.  At  the 
edge  of  the  table-land,  of  course,  this  bed  becomes  exposed  when  the 
vegetation  of  the  declivity  is  washed  away  by  a  river  falling  over  it. 
Li  a  climate  so  severe  as  that  of  Canada,  even  in  our  own  time,  the 
annual  freezing  of  the  spray,  and  of  the  dripping  water,  and  the 
annual  thawing  of  it  again  in  spring,  have  the  effect  of  making  the  bed 
of  shale  crumble  away  very  rapidly ;  consequently  the  upper  bed  of 
limestone  becomes  constantly  more  or  less  undermined.  Its  own  hard- 
ness and  tenacity  enable  it  to  stand  a  good  deal  of  this  undermining, 
and  it  stands  out  and  projects  as  a  '  table  rock.'  But  at  last  too  much  of 
its  support  is  eaten  away,  the  weight  of  water  passing  over  it  exerts  a 
leverage  upon  its  outer  edge :  it  tumbles  down,  and  the  edge  of  the 
water-fall  thus  retreats  to  the  point  where  the  underlying  shale  is  still 
able  to  support  the  limestone  ledges.  The  rate  at  which  this  cutting 
back  of  the  Falls  of  Niagara  is  still  going  on  is  sufficiently  rapid  to 
be  observable  in  the  memory  of  man ;  and  it  is  obvious  that,  assuming 
this  rate  to  have  been  constant,  it  is  possible  to  calculate  the  number 
of  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  river  began  to  tumble  over  the 
precipice  at  Queenstown.  Sir  Charles  Lyell  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  rate  of  cutting  back  is  about  one  foot  in  each  year.  At  that 
rate  the  river  would  have  taken  35,000  years  to  effect  its  retreat  from 
Queenstown  to  the  present  position  of  the  Falls.  This  is  a  very  short 
&thom-line  to  throw  out  into  the  abysmal  depths  of  geological  Time. 
But  it  is  one  of  the  very  few  cases  in  which  something  Kke  a  solid 
datum  can  be  got  for  calculating  even  approximately  the  date  at  which 
the  present  configuration  of  the  terrestrial  surface  was  determined, 
and  the  time  occupied  in  effecting  one  of  the  very  last,  and  one  of  the 
very  least,  of  the  changes  which  that  surface  has  undergone.  Of  course, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  rate  of  cutting  may  not  have  been  at  all 
uniform,  that  a  greater  severity  of  climate,  some  ten  thousand  or  twenty 
thousand  years  ago,  may  have  produced  as  much  effect  in  one  of  those 
years  as  is  produced  in  ten  or  twenty  years  under  existing  conditions. 
But  making  every  allowance  for  this  possibility,  the  principle  of  the 
calculation  seems  to  be  a  sound  one.    The  deep  groove  in  which  the 
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Niagara  river  runs  from  the  Falls  to  the  Queenstown  Heights  does 
seem  to  be  a  clear  case  of  a  ravine  produced  by  a  known  cause  which 
can  be  seen  now  in  actual  operation.  As  fiEir  as  I  could  see,  there  is 
nothing  to  indicate  that  the  ravine  is  due  to  a  'fault'  or  a  crack 
arising  from  subterranean  disturbance.  And  even  if  some  such  cause 
did  commence  the  hollow,  it  seems  nearly  certain  that  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  work  has  been  done  by  the  process  which  has  been  described. 
The  result  as  to  years  is,  after  all,  by  no  means  a  very  startling  one. 
Thirty-five  thousand  years  is  an  insignificant  fraction  of  the  time  which 
has  certainly  been  occupied  in  some  of  the  most  recent  operations  of 
geological  time. 

If  the  Cataract  of  Niagara  had  continued  to  be  where  it  once  was, 
it  would  have  given  additional  splendour  to  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
landscapes  of  the  world.   Instead  of  &lling,  as  it  does  now,  into  a  narrow 
chasm,  where  it  cannot  be  seen  a  few  yards  from  either  bank,  it  wouldhave 
poured  its  magnificent  torrent  over  a  higher  range  of  cliiff,  and  would 
have  shone  for  hundreds  of  miles  over  land  and  sea.    Of  this  landscape  I 
confess  I  had  never  heard,  and  I  saw  it  by  the  merest  accident.    In  the 
war  of  1 8 12  the  Americans  invaded  Canada  at  Queenstown  and  seized 
the  steep  line  of  heights  above  that  town,  which  form  the  termination 
or  escarpment  of  the  comparatively  high  teble-land  of  the  upper  Lakes. 
The  American  forces  were  attacked  and  speedily  dislodged  by  the 
British  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Brock.    This  brave 
oflBcer,  however,  fell  early  in  the  action,  and  a  very  handsome  monu- 
ment, consisting  of  a  lofty  colunm,  has  been  erected  to  his  memory 
on  the  summit  of  the  ridge.    Being  told  at  the  hotel  that  *  Brock's 
monument '  was  an  object  of  interest,  and  that  from  it  there  was  a 
*  good  view,'  we  drove  there  from  Niagara.    We  found  a  *  good  view ' 
indeed.  No  scene  we  met  with  in  America  has  left  such  an  impression 
on  my  mind.    It  is  altogether  peculiar,  unlike  anything  in  the  Old 
World,  and  such  as  few  spots  so  accessible  can  command  even  in  the 
New.    One  great  glory  of  the  American  Continent  is  its  lakes  and 
rivers.    But  they  are  generally  too  large  to  make  much  impression 
on  the  eye.    The  rivers  are  often  so  broad  as  to  look  like  lakes  with- 
out their  picturesqueness,  and  the  lakes  are  so  large  as  to  look  like 
the  sea  without  its  grandeur.    Another  great  glory  of  America  is  its 
vast  breadth  of  habitable  surfece.    But  these  again  are  so  vast  that 
there  are  few  spots  indeed  whence  they  can  be  seen  and  estimated. 
But  from  the  heights  of  Queenstovm  both  these  great  features 
are  spread  out  before  the  eye  after  a  manner  in  which  they  can 
be  taken  in.    The  steep  bank  below  us  is  covered  with  fine  specimens 
of  the  Thuja  occidentalisj  commonly  called  the  Cedar  in  America. 
Looking  to  the  north-east,  the  horizon  is  occupied  by  Uie  blue 
waters  of  Lake  Ontario,  which  form  the  sky-line.    But  on  either 
side  the  shores  can  be  seen  bending  round  the  lake  to  an  illimit- 
able distance  and  losing  themselves  in  fading  tints  of  blue.  To 
the  left,  turning  towards  the  north-west,  the  fair  province  of  Ontario 
stretches  in  immense  plains  and  in  escarpments  of  the  same  taUe- 
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land.  The  whole  of  this  immense  extent  of  country  has  the  aspect  of 
a  land  comfortably  settled,  widely  cultivated,  and  beautifully  clothed 
with  trees.  Towns  and  villages  are  indicated  by  little  spots  of  gleam- 
ing white,  by  smoke,  and  a  few  spires.  To  the  left,  on  the  Canadian 
shore,  and  seen  over  a  deep  bay,  the  city  of  Toronto  is  distinctly 
visible  when  the  atmosphere  is  clear.  At  our  feet  the  magnificent 
river  of  the  Niagara  emerges  from  its  ravine  into  the  open  sunlight  of 
the  plains,  and  winds  slowly  in  long  reaches  of  a  lovely  green,  and 
round  a  succession  of  low-wooded  capes,  into  the  vast  waters  of  Ontario. 
The  contrast  is  very  striking  between  the  perfect  restfulness  of  its 
current  here  and  the  tormented  violence  of  its  course  at  the  Falls,  at 
the  Eapids,  and  at  the  Whirlpool. 

The  six  or  seven  miles  of  road  between  Niagara  and  the  heights 
of  Queenstown  afforded  me  my  first  opportunity  of  seeing  a  bit  of 
Canadian  country  in  detail.  The  farms  seemed  to  be  of  very  consider- 
able size — ^the  cultivation  careless,  so  far  as  neatness  is  concerned,  and 
manifesting  that  complete  contempt  of  economy  of  surface  which  is 
conspicuous  over  the  whole  of  North  America.  Straggling  fences, 
wide  spaces  of  land  along  the  roads  left  unappropriated,  irregidar 
clumps,  and  masses  of  natural  wood — odd  comers  left  rough  and  wild 
— all  these  features  proclaimed  a  country  where  economy  in  culture 
was  wholly  needless  and  never  attended  to.  The  vast  landscape  from 
Brock's  monument,  along  both  shores  of  Lake  Ontario^  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  exhibited  the  same  characteristic  features.  They  are 
features  eminently  pictiu-esque,  combining  the  aspects  of  wildnes» 
with  the  impression  of  exuberant  fertility  and  of  boundless  wealth. 

Of  the  country  between  Niagara  and  Kingston — that  is  to  say,  of 
the  whole  northern  shores  of  Lake  Ontario — I  saw  nothing  except 
what  could  be  seen  from  a  railway  train.  It  had  evidently  a  great 
uniformity  of  character,  except  at  the  north-western  comer  of 
the  lake,  roimd  the  head  of  the  deep  Bay,  between  Hamilton  and 
Toronto.  Here  one  gets  a  glimpse  of  a  considerable  extent  of  land 
which  is  still  *  uncleared,'  and  covered  with  a  forest  vegetation  which 
is  predominantly  Pine — with  margins,  however,  everywhere,  and  with 
watery  creeks  occasionally,  rich  in  the  lovely  foliage  of  tangled  Birch 
and  Oak  and  Aspen.  In  striking  contrast  with  these  indications  of  a 
land  not  yet  redeemed  firom  a  state  of  nature,  we  dashed  past,  near 
Toronto,  the  most  elaborate  and  admirable  preparations  for  a  great 
agricultural  exhibition  on  the  most  advanced  type  of  European 
civilisation. 

Of  the  scenery  of  the  St.  Lawrence  between  Kingston  and  Mon- 
treal I  can  only  say  that  its  sole  attraction  is  in  the  majesty  of  the 
river,  and  that  where  that  majesty  is  lost  by  the  river  becoming 
merely  a  series  of  lakes,  the  view  is  irredeemably  monotonous.  The 
banks  are  very  low ;  the  houses  visible  upon  them  are  too  often  like 
wooden  boxes ;  and  it  is  only  at  a  few  spots  that  the  trees  exhibit  any 
effective  masses  of  foliage.  A  labyrinth  of  little  rocky  islets,  rising 
out  of  tranquil  water,  and  divided  from  each  other  by  intricate 
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ehannek,  and  creeks  and  bays,  with  changing  vistas  of  lights  and 
shadows  and  reflections,  most  always  be  beautifid  in  its  own  way. 
But  the  fiamous  ^  thousand  islands '  of  tJie  St.  Lawrence  cannot 
be  compared  with  the  analogous  scenery  in  many  of  the  lakes 
of  Europe,  and  especially  of  Scotland.  The  general  uniformity  of 
elevation  in  the  islands  themselves,  and  the  utter  flatness  of  the  banks 
on  either  side,  give  a  tameness  and  monotony  to  the  scene  which  con- 
trasta  unfavourably  indeed  with  the  lovely  islets  which  break  the 
surfaces  of  Loch  Lomond  and  Loch  Awe.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
wherever  the  St.  Lawrence  reveals  itself  to  the  eye,  not  as  a  series  of 
lakes,  but  as  a  rushing  river — then,  indeed,  its  course  becomes 
wonderfully  impressive.  It  is  worth  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  see  the 
Bapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Such  volumes  of  water  rushing  and 
foaming  in  billows  of  glorious  green  and  white  can  be  seen  nowhere 
in  the  Old  World.  They  speak  to  the  eye  of  the  distances  from  which 
they  come ;  of  the  Eocky  Mountains  which  are  their  far-off  watershed 
in  the  west;  of  the  vast  intervening  continent  which  they  have 
drained ;  of  the  great  inland  seas  in  which  they  have  been  stored  and 
gathered.  These  Eapids  are  the  final  leaps  and  bounds  by  which  they 
jfain  at  last  the  level  of  the  Ocean,  and  the  history  of  their  triumphant 
<x>urse  seems  as  if  it  were  written  on  their  fiwje. 

Few  cities  in  the  world  are  more  finely  situated  than  MontreaL 
For  many  miles  above  it  the  monotony  of  the  banks  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  is  relieved  by  distant  views  of  the  Adirondak  Hills — a  re- 
markable isolated  group  rising  out  of  the  great  plains  which  stretch 
far  southward  into  the  State  of  New  York.  In  front  also,  that  is,  in  the 
direction  of  the  river,  but  also  on  its  right  bank,  a  long  mountain  range 
appears.  These  are  the  mountains  in  the  hollows  of  which  lie  the 
LbJccs  Ghamplain  and  George.  The  Canadian  shore  likewise  presents 
distant  elevations  which  break  the  horizon,  and  give  it  interest.  As 
we  approach  Montreal  the  steep  hiU  from  which  it  derives  its  name 
rises  finely  above  the  river,  which  rushes  swiftly  round  pleasant 
islands,  and  past  the  handsome  quays  and  public  buildings  of  the 
city.  Built  sdong  the  slope  of  the  hill,  and  rising  along  that  slope  to 
a  very  considerajble  elevation,  the  houses  much  mixed  with  trees,  and 
the  top  of  the  hill  richly  clothed  with  wood,  full  of  the  towers  and 
«pires  of  handsome  churches,  the  city  of  Montreal  occupies  a  positicm 
of  conspicuous  beauty ;  nor  do  its  attractions  diminish  on  a  closer 
inspection.  Long  lines  of  handsome  streets,  with  comfortable  and 
substantial  houses  or  villas,  and  generally  shaded  by  double  rows  of 
trees,  lead  us  up  to  the  higher  levels,  where  gardens  and  shrubberies 
are  pleasantly  intermixed.  Under  the  hospitable  guidance  of  Dr. 
Campbell,  an  old  and  hereditary  friend,  we  were  driven  round  'the 
mountain,'  which  has  been  secured  by  the  municipality  as  a  public 
park.  From  the  whole  of  this  fine  hill  the  prospect  is  magnificat. 
For  many  miles  above,  and  for  many  miles  below,  the  course  of  the 
noble  river  is  to  be  seen,  which  is  here  more  than  a  mile  wide,  and 
which  up  to  Montreal  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  a  large  size.  The 
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vast  extent  of  oountry  aver  which  the  eye  ranges  in  every  direction 
has  the  same  general  character  as  that  seen  firom  the  heights  of 
Qaeenstown.  It  is  everywhere  richly  wooded,  and  although  the  moun- 
tains which  vary  this  landscape  are  not  broken  or  picturesque  in  sur&ce, 
they  have  fine  and  flowing  outlines,  with  long  and  habitable  slopes. 

It  was  with  no  small  pleasure  that  I  made  the  acquaintance  of 
that  distinguished  man,  Principal  Dawson,  of  McQill  College,  with 
whose  writings  on  Canadian  geology  I  had  been  long  familiar,  and 
over  whose  most  interesting  collections  I  had  time  only  to  cast  a  very 
hasty  glance. 

Of  Quebec  I  need  not  speak.  Its  peculiar  situation  is  so  well 
known,  and  the  beauty  of  the  view  from  its  citadel  has  been  so  often 
described,  that  one's  expectations  are  in  very  close  correspondence 
with  what  one  finds.  The  St.  Lawrence,  however,  at  Quebec  is  no 
longer  a  river,  but  an  estuary — ^a  very  fine  estuary  certainly,  but 
in  point  of  picturesqueness  by  no  means  so  beautiful  as  the  estuary 
of  the  Clyde,  or  even  of  the  Forth.  Like  all  the  other  fine  prospects 
which  I  saw  in  the  New  World,  its  loveliness  is  in  the  vastuess  of 
the  surfaces  over  which  the  view  extends — in  its  immense  vanishing 
distances  of  water  and  of  land.  The  peculiar  steeples  of  the  French 
Canadian  churches  alone  remind  one  of  the  Old  World.  In  every- 
thing else  the  view  has  all  the  characteristic  features  of  the  American 
Continent.  The  great  range  of  the  Lawrentian  Hills,  which  rise 
below  Quebec  on  the  Canadian  shore,  are  by  no  means  impressive. 
In  that  immense  horizon,  and  in  that  clear  atmosphere,  they  have 
not  the  effect  of  mountains,  but  of  a  series  of  low  roimded  swelling  hills, 
without  any  broken  outlines  or  rocky  surfaces,  and  wholly  covered 
with  wood,  very  uniform  in  size  and  colour.  They  fall  towards  the  St. 
Lawrence  in  long  and  gentle  slopes,  dotted  with  farms  and  villages, 
except  when  in  the  farthest  distance  the  view  is  bounded  by  a  some- 
what steeper  headland.  The  surface  over  which  one  looks  is  more 
beautiful  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river — to  the  south  and  south- 
west, that  is,  towards  the  distant  boundary  of  the  United  States.  In 
that  direction  the  eye  ranges  over  a  great  extent  of  country  rising  to 
very  distant  uplands,  and  with  the  intervening  spaces  well  marked  by 
the  perspective  of  low-wooded  points,  knolls,  and  ridges.  To  look  from 
the  height  of  some  three  hundred  feet  down  on  such  an  estuary, 
covered  with  ships  and  boats  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  and  with  such  a 
prospect  beyond,  all  bathed  in  sunlight,  shining  through  the  fine 
clear  air  of  Canada,  must  always  be  exhilarating.  But  at  Quebec  this 
great  pleasure  is  heightened  by  the  inseparable  associations  of  the 
place — ^the  memory  of  Wolfe  and  of  Montcalm. 

The  hoUows  and  recesses  of  the  Lawrentian  Hills  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Quebec  are  often  occupied  by  small  lakes.  An  expedition 
to  one  of  these — ^the  lake  of  Beauport— enabled  me  to  see  in  detail 
the  character  of  the  range  and  of  the  forests  which  clothe  it.  The 
drive  led  us  through  an  open  country  full  of  comfortable  &rms 
and  villas.    As  we  approached  the  lower  slopes  of  the  hills,  I  was 
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delighted  to  see  the  characteristic  rocks  of  that  oldest  of  all  the  sedi- 
mentaiy  deposits  of  the  globe,  which  from  this  range  of  hills  has  been 
called  the  Lawrentian  gneiss.    The  mineral  aspect  of  rocks  is  by  no 
means  always  a  safe  guide  to  their  geological  position.  There  are  sand- 
stones, and  limestones,  and  slates,  and  quartzites  of  all  ages,  and  one  of 
these  is  often  so  very  like  another  as  to  be  hardly  distinguishable  even 
by  a  practised  eye.  But  the  mineral  aspect  of  the  Lawrentian  gneiss  is 
an  aspect  which,  to  those  who  are  femiliar  with  it,  can  never  be 
mistaken.    In  the  loose  blocks  which  lay  scattered  in  profusion  upon 
the  ground  on  either  side  of  the  road,  and  in  all  the  walls  and 
dikes  which  had  been  built  for  fences  near  it,  -I  recognised  in  a 
moment  the  fine  crystals  of  homldende  and  of  felspar,  with  which 
I  was  familiar  in  the  Island  of  Tyree,  one  of  the  Hebrides,  and 
on  the  west  coast  of  Sutherland.     The  rock,  wherever  it  was 
visible  m  sitn^  presented  surfaces  rounded  and  smoothed  by  the 
passage  of  floating  ice.   It  was  pleasant,  too,  to  pass  a  real  little 
*  bum,'  a  fast-running  little  stream,  making  its  way  in  trouty  pools 
and  ripples  over  stones  and  gravel.    Presently  we  were  among 
the  woods — such  delicious  woods  of  Aspen,  and  White  Birch,  and 
Maple,  with  only  just  a  little  mixture  of  Spruce  and  Balsam  fir.  The 
Aspen  in  Canada  is  very  often  the  exclusive  growth  which  comes 
up  after  the  Pine  forests  have  been  burnt.    The  bark  is  of  a  rich 
creamy  white,  and  its  leaves  have  a  very  soft  and  tender  green. 
Mosses  of  great  beauty  attracted  my  attention,  as  handsomer  than 
any  of  the  same  family  with  which  I  was  acquainted  at  home.  A  few 
grassy  clearings  in  a  rolling  country,  otherwise  entirely  covered  with 
thin  shaggy  wood,  led  us  graduaUy  into  a  glen  with  the  sound  of  water- 
falls, and  this  glen  opened  into  an  amphitheatre  of  hills,  fix>m  five  hun- 
dred to  eight  hundred  feet  high,  very  steep,  and  entirely  covered  with 
heavier  timber,  both  evergreen  and  deciduous.    Pines  predominated 
towards  the  top,  although  even  here  they  by  no  means  stood  alone. 
But  the  sides  of  the  hills,  often  so  steep  as  to  be  almost  precipitous, 
were  covered  with  Elm,  and  Ash,  and  the  Black  Birch,  a  very  handsome 
tree,  not  imlike  the  Wych  Elm  in  habit  of  growth.  Embosomed  in  these 
lovely  woods  and  hills  lay  the  little  lake  of  Beauport,  with  its  gleant- 
ing  waters  of  azure  blue,  the  tall  forest  trees  rising  from  the  ed^es  of 
the  lake  in  every  variety  of  size  and  foUage.    The  fish  wore  shy,  and 
if  we  had  depended  on  the  success  of  my  fly  fishing,  our  means  of 
refreshment  would  have  been  but  scanty.    But  in  the  pleasant  little 
Inn,  log-built  and  verandahed,  we  found  an  excellent  supply  of  the 
finest  t^out,  and  methods  of  cooking  them  which  left  nothing  to  be 
desired. 

A  very  pleasant  cruise  in  the  steamer  *  Druid '  began  with  a  run 
for  some  thirty  miles  up  the  Saganay  river.  This  enabled  me  still 
more  perfectly  to  appreciate  the  general  appearance  of  the  forests  <^ 
the  Lawrentian  Hills.  The  Sag^ay  is  a  very  remarkable  feature 
in  the  scenes  and  in  the  geology  of  Canada.  It  is  a  deep  cleffc  or 
crack  cutting  through  the  range — ^probably  due  originally  to  some 
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great  '  feult '  in  the  stratification,  but  no  doubt  subsequently  deep- 
ened by  that  agent  of  erosion  which  was  at  its  maximum  of 
power  during  the  glacial  period.  So  profound  is  this  cleft  that  for 
the  distance  of  about  fifty  or  sixty  miles  the  soundings  are  upwards  of 
one  hundred  &thoms,  so  that,  except  in  a  few  bays  where  small  streams 
have  brought  down  deposits,  and  round  the  shores  of  a  few  islands, 
there  are  no  anchorages  for  vessels.  The  scenery  is  undoubtedly  very 
peculiar  and  very  pretty,  but  it  is  far  less  impressive  than  I  expected. 
The  hills  are  too  uniformly  covered  with  forest,  there  are  very  few 
fine  precipices  or  rock  surfaces  exposed  to  view,  there  are  no  peaks 
rising  high  above  the  general  level,  and  the  outlines  are  rounded  and 
monotonous.  There  is,  however,  great  beauty  of  detail,  both  in  some 
portions  of  the  forest  scenery,  and  in  features  still  more  minute. 
On  one  of  the  few  bare  rocky  points  which  lay  in  our  way  we  landed, 
and  I  was  much  struck  by  the  lovely  vegetation  which  was  growing 
among  the  roimded  surfaces  of  stone.  Besides  a  profusion  of 
Bilberry  and  Cranberry  plants  in  full  flower,  there  was  a  perfect 
garden  of  the  most  lovely  Lichens  and  Mosses.  Some  of  these  pre- 
sented the  most  exquisite  dendritic  forms  in  diverse  tints  of  silver- 
grey,  of  a  delicate  green,  and  of  efflorescent  white,  which  it  would 
be  very  diflflcult  to  paint,  and  which  it  is  impossible  to  describe.  Any 
attempt  to  preserve  them  was  futile.  On  being  handled,  they  im- 
mediately crumbled  into  fine  powder.  But  that  rocky  point  was  a 
very  paradise  of  Cryptogamic  botany. 

I  cannot  pass  from  the  lower  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Saganay 
without  mentioning  one  very  great  peculiarity  of  its  scenery,  and 
tjiat  is  the  population  of  white  Porpoises  which  inhabit  these  waters. 
These  curious  creatures  ard  as  pure  white  as  a  kid  glove,  and  when 
seen  opposite  to  the  light  and  against  the  blue  water,  they  are  as 
beautiful  as  they  are  peculiar.  They  seemed  to  be  very  numerous — 
tumbling  about  on  all  sides  of  the  vessel,  especially  towards  the 
mouth  of  the  Saganay,  where  we  spent  a  delicious  evening  amidst 
the  glories  of  a  Canadian  simset  in  the  height  of  summer. 

A  fishing  excursion  to  the  Restigouche  river,  which  is  the 
boundary  stream  between  the  Provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, took  us  by  the  Litercolonial  Line  of  railway  across  the  broad 
belt  of  land  which  lies  between  the  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
those  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleur.  It  was  in  passing  through  this  belt  of 
country,  between  Riviere  de  Loup,  on  the  southern  bank  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  Metapediac,  at  the  head  of  the  Chaleur  Bay,  that  I 
first  gained  what  I  supposed  to  be  a  fairly  adequate  idea  of  the  primaeval 
forests  of  North  America.  Strictly  speaking,  it  is  not  in  its  primaeval 
condition,  because  throughout  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  this 
great  extent  of  country  the  one  most  valuable  Pine  for  purposes  of 
commerce  has  been  *  lumbered  out.'  That  pine  is  the  White  Pine 
of  the  markets — the  Tvnm  Strobus — conunonly  called  in  England 
the  Weymouth  or  New  England  Pine.  But  all  the  other  trees  have 
been  allowed  to  remain,  and  where  the  White  Pine  did  not  grow 
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abundantly,  the  forests  are  in  a  state  of  nature.  For  some  miles  from 
the  St.  Lawrence  the  country  is  settled,  and  clearings  which  we  saw 
in  prc^ess  show  that  even  soil  which  is  so  heavily  encumlx^ed,  and 
which  looked  by  no  means  rich,  is  nevertheless  capable  of  rewarding 
agricultural  industry.  But  the  interior  is  one  vast  and  continuous 
forest,  in  part  of  which  a  great  fire  was  raging,  and  in  another  partof 
which  it  had  done  its  work  in  leaving  a  large  area  covered  with 
nothing  but  the  scorched  and  blackened  stems.  Huge  volumes  of 
yellow  smoke  were  rolling  over  the  large  Metapediac  Lake,  the 
wat^s  of  which,  with  their  islands  covered  with  Pine  and  Cedar, 
seen  through  the  thick  and  stifling  air,  had  a  most  weird  effect 
As  the  train  rushed  through  these  forests,  I  saw  only  one  specimen 
of  the  White  Pine,  of  great  size,  to  show  what  the  tree  can  be  in  its 
native  habitat.  In  England  and  in  Scotland  it  is  seldom  a  hand- 
some tree,  though  I  have  in  my  own  woods  somefEivourable  examples. 
But  the  one  specimen  I  saw  in  this  forest  was  a  splendid  ^  stick,' 
growing  clean  and  straight  to  a  great  height,  without,  however, 
having  any  very  fine  head. 

Of  the  Restigouche  as  a  salmon  river  it  is  impossible  to  say  too 
much.  It  is  a  noble  and  at  the  same  time  a  lovely  stream.  The  breadth 
of  its  channel,  the  sweep  of  its  current,  the  perfect  crystal  of  its  water, 
are  all  enchanting  to  an  angler's  eye.  It  winds  among  steep  hills 
covered  with  forest,  but  with  forest  which  has  been  more  or  less  renewed 
by  the  various  after-growths  which  follow  conflagrations.  There  are  very 
few  rocks,  and  no  rapids  which  cannot  be  successfully  breasted  by  horses 
towing  boats  or  barges  along  the  shore.  The  current  is  quick  without 
being  violent,  seldom  ^  gurgling  in  foaming  waterstreak,'  but  often 
*  loitering  in  glassy  pool.'  Almost  everywhere  there  is  a  gentle  slope 
of  slaty  gravel  between  the  water  and  the  edge  of  the  forest,  whidi  is 
so  even  in  its  width,  and  so  smooth  on  its  surface,  that  at  first  it 
looks  as  if  it  had  been  made  artificially  as  a  towing  path.  It  is  very 
difficult  in  a  hot  day  in  June  to  realise  the  true  cause  of  this  peculiar 
featinre  of  the  scene.  But  in  winter  the  whole  of  this  great  stream 
is  deeply  firozen,  so  that  horses  can  travel  upon  it,  and  it  is  the  action 
of  the  ice  every  year,  in  breaking  up,  which  cuts  and  keeps  dean 
this  most  convenient  road  on  both  iMuiks.  •  When  it  fails  on  one 
side,  it  is  almost  always  perfect  on  the  other ;  and  if  the  stream  at 
any  such  point  is  too  deep  to  be  waded,  the  horses  ^ployed  to  tow 
get  on  board  the  barge,  which  is  punted  over  to  the  other  side, 
and  there  the  labour  is  resumed.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  a 
river  of  this  character  is  nearly  perfect  as  a  breeding  ground  for 
salmon.  The  fine  streams  of  Norway  are  generally,  if  not  always, 
much  more  rocky,  and  many  of  them,  from  the  nature  of  the  water- 
shed from  which  they  came,  have  necessarily  a  very  short  course 
before  they  are  interrupted  by  impassable  water-&lls.  But  the 
Restigouche,  and  almost  all  the  rivers  of  our  North  American 
Provinces,  are  gathered  on  the  slopes  of  hills  of  comparatively  small 
elevation.    Their  course  is  long,  and  generally  uninterrupted  by  any 
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impassable  barriers.  The  Bestigouehe  and  some  af  its  tributary 
streams,  such  as  the  Patapediac  river,  is  one  vast  and  continuous 
spawning  bed,  which  if  carefully  protected  and  attended  to  is  capable 
of  affording  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  the  finest  salmon.  I  was  gliad 
to  find  that  the  G-ovemment  of  the  Dominion  has  become  awake  to 
the  importance  of  attending  closely  to  this  very  important  matter.  The 
rivers  in  the  adjacent  States  of  the  American  Union  have  been  almoelt, 
if  not  altogether,  completely  destroyed  as  salmon  rivers  by  the  neglect 
of  the  necessary  laws  and  regulations  to  keep  the  streams  firee  from 
pollution  by  mills  and  other  works,  and  from  impassable  barriers  in 
the  way  of  the  ascent  of  the  fish.  But  most  of  the  rivers  in  the 
British  Provinces  oi  North  America  are  still  running  as  pure  as 
ever  throu^  forests  which  are  either  wholly  imoccupied  or  have 
been  only  cleared  in  a  few  spots  for  the  piirposes  of  agriculture. 
The  rich^  lands  of  the  tdx  West  are  attracting  those  who  now 
migrate  from  the  Old  World,  and,  in  all  prol^bility,  it  will  be 
centuries  before  the  steep,  and  poor,  and  heavily  wooded  lands  through 
which  these  rivers  flow  are  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  settlement. 
Although  the  forests  to  the  south  of  the  St.  Lawrence  have  been  gene- 
rally denuded  of  the  White  Pine,  there  is  still  an  almost  inexhaustible 
supply  of  the  Spruce  fir,  and  of  the  Black  Birch,  which  is  a  very 
b^utiful  wood  for  the  purpose  of  making  furniture.  Saw  mills  will, 
no  doubt,  be  erected  in  course  of  time,  to  cut  up  this  timber ;  but 
care  should  be  taken  that  this  be  done  under  such  regulations  as  to 
keep  the  rivers  clear  of  sawdust,  which  is  most  destructive  to  salmon. 
Under  the  care  which  has  within  a  few  years  been  bestowed  upon  the 
protection  of  the  river  during  the  spawning  season,  and  upon  the  arti- 
ficial breeding  of  the  fish,  a  great  effect  has  already  been  produced  in 
the  returns  of  salmon  caught  in  the  estuary  and  in  the  Bay  of  Ghaleur. 
The  rod-fishing  alone  might  be  made  an  important  source  of  revenue 
to  the  Dominion.  It  has  hitherto  been  let  at  rents  which  are  almost 
nominal ;  and  considering  that  no  salmon  fishing  to  be  compared  with 
that  of  the  Canadian  rivers  can  now  be  got  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
they  would  undoubtedly,  if  judiciously  divided  and  allotted,  com- 
mand a  very  high  price  indeed.  In  the  first  half-hour  of  my  fishing  in 
the  Restigouche,  I  killed  two  salmon  of  23  lbs.  and  24  lbs.  respectively, 
and  some  of  our  party,  with  no  previous  experience  of  fishing,  killed 
salmon  of  larger  size  and  weight,  up  to  31  lbs.  On  the  Gascapediac 
river,  another  magnificent  stream,  which  falls  farther  down  into  the 
same  Bay  of  Ghaleur,  I  saw  a  salmon  of  40  lbs.,  which  had  been  caiight 
the  previous  day ;  and  I  learnt  that  many  such  had  rewarded  the 
labours  of  the  party  of  Englishmen  who  had  the  fishing  of  that  river 
for  the  season. 

I  must  not  omit  to  notice  the  pleasure  of  canoemg  on  these 
rivers.  In  no  other  kind  of  boat  is  one  so  conscious  of  the  delightful 
sensation  of  floating.  In  larger  and  heavier  boats  the  very  solidity 
of  the  structure  takes  off  from  the  sensation ;  but  sitting  in  a  canoe 
with  a  very  slight  basketrlike  frame,  with  nothing  but  Birch  bark 
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between  one  and  the  water,  the  mobility,  and  the  liquidity,  and  the 
instability,  and  the  delicate  balancings  of  the  supporting  medium, 
are  all  transmitted  directly  to  the  nerves  of  sensation.    At  first  the 
feeling  of  instability  is  rather  alarming ;  but  the  admirable  skill 
with  which  these  beautiful  little  ^  barks '  are  managed  by  the  haU- 
breed  Indians  very  soon  gives  one  confidence.    Up  the  stream  they 
are  propelled  by  '  poling '  along  the  banks — and  wonderful  it  is  to 
see  and  feel  the  way  in  which  they  are  *  shoved  up '  the  sharper 
rapids.    On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  more  delicious  motion  in  lie 
world  than  that  of  a  canoe  descending  such  rivers  as  the  Sestigoucbe, 
gliding  swiftly  and  silently  with  the  glancing  water  through  reaches 
of  liquid  crystal,  winding  among  steep  hills  of  the  most  varied  forest 
Some  of  the  banks  are  mainly  Pine — others  Birch  and  Aspen — others 
Black  Birch  and  Maple.   Everywhere  there  is  the  impression  of  bound- 
less spaces  of  natural  woods,  and  the  air  is  laden  with  aromatic  odours 
from  the  Balsam  Pine  and  the  Balsam  Poplar.    On  the  sides  of  one  of 
the  hills  a  Bear  was  seen  feeding  almost  every  day,  and  I  picked  up 
on  the  bank  a  branch  of  a  tree  bearing  the  marks  of  the  chisel-teetiL 
of  the  Beaver. 

The  Indians  of  this  part  of  Canada  belong  to  the  Micihac  tribe, 
and,  although  now  dressed  and  educated  like  Europeans,  are  very  often 
almost  purely  Indian  in  feature  and  in  countenance.  My  first  imr 
pression  of  those  who  exhibited  this  type  in  a  marked  degree  was  that 
it  bore  a  striking  affinity  to  the  Mongolian  races.  The  very  high 
cheek-bone  and  the  tendency  to  the  oblique  eye  are  prominent 
characteristics.  All  those  I  saw  on  the  Eestigouche  seemed  vwy 
intelligent  and  very  obliging  and  good-natured  men,  with  whom  it 
was  often  a  real  pleasure  to  converse  on  the  natural  features  of  thdr  | 
native  country. 

Argtll. 

(To  be  conduded,) 
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Strikes  :  their  Cost  and  Results. 

AQREAT  deal  has  been  written  about  the  folly  of  strikes,  and 
much  more  will  have  to  be  written  before  they  will  disappear 
fifom  the  world,  and  thereby  cease  to  vex  society,  cause  trouble  to 
capitalists,  torment  employers,  hamper  trade  speculations,  expose 
workmen  and  their  families  to  suffering,  and  exercise  the  pens  of 
political  economists  and  all  other  writers  to  whom  they  are  such  a 
bugbear.  There  are  plenty  of  people  who  are  ever  ready  with  advice 
and  remonstrances  whenever  a  labour  dispute  arises,  but  as  a  rule 
both  parties  resent  any  interference,  and  even  offers  of  mediation  are 
treated  with  scant  courtesy.  The  value  of  the  old  adage,  *  Prevention 
is  better  than  cure,'  is  scarcely  recognised  as  being  applicable  to  this 
form  of  industrial  disease ;  genertdly  the  evil  is  wrought  before  a 
remedy  is  sought ;  it  is  then  extremely  difficult  to  deal  with  the  com- 
plications which  meanwhile  have  arisen.  Fortunately  indications 
are  perceptible  of  a  growing  desire  to  avoid  those  conflicts  which  are 
so  much  deplored ;  as  yet,  however,  its  manifestation  is  limited,  and 
the  results  are  not  in  all  cases  encouraging.  All  facts  tending  to 
tjirow  a  light  on  this  question  cannot  but  be  useful,  and  the  phase 
here  presented  has  not  up  to  the  present  time  been  sufficiently  taken 
into  account. 

Few  persons  are  hardy  enough  to  declare  that  all  strikes  are  in 
themselves  wrong,  or  that  they  should  never,  under  any  circumstances, 
be  resorted  to.  If  even  such  an  opinion  were  really  entertained,  and 
were  held  £ar  more  generally  than  it  is  by  the  more  thoughtful  portion 
of  the  community,  it  would  certainly  fail  to  effect  that  total  suppres- 
sion of  the  evil  and  its  consequences  which  most  people  earnestly 
desire  to  see  accomplished.  The  right  to  strike  is  not,  however, 
seriously  disputed;  the  expediency  of  this  or  that  strike  often  is; 
indeed,  almost  every  strike  that  has  happened,  no  matter  how  justifi- 
able it  has  appeared  to  be  in  the  eyes  of  those  chiefly  concerned  in  it, 
has  foimd  ite  censors  in  the  press,  on  the  platform,  and  elsewhere ;  but 
apologists  only  seldom,  and  defenders,  outside  the  ranks  of  the  men 
themselves,  are  still  more  rare.  Exceptions,  conspicuous  for  their 
ability,  do  but  prove  the  rule.  Even  if  strikes  were  universally  con- 
demned by  all  classes,  the  workmen  who  take  part  in  them  excepted, 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  would  continue  occasionally  to  take  place ; 
this  fetuity,  as  many  will  call  it,  is  by  some  attributed  to  the 
stubbornness  of  the  men  mainly  interested  in  the  ultimate  results  to 
be  gained  by  them  personally  firom  the  contest,  and  by  others  to  the 
wrongful  influence,  if  not  positive  dictation,  of  their  leaders.  The 
more  generous  minded  of  their  critics  are  not  quite  so  severe ; 
ihey  do  admit  that  in  many  instances  some  of  the  matters  in  dispute 
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axe  surrounded  by  great  difficulties  which  render  a  settlement  by  no 
means  easy,  and  in  scone  cases  the  interests  involved  are  so  conflict- 
ing that  any  solution  of  them  is  extremely  perplexing,  except  by 
an  appeal  to  those  material  forces  generated  by  combination,  and 
employed  as  a  last  resort  in  determining  the  questions  at  issue. 

That  strikes  are  not  always  regarded  as  wrong,  and  denounced  as 
such,  whatever  their  object,  by  all  men  alike,  can  be  proven  by  over- 
whelming evidence  collected  from  the.  writings  and  speeches  of  those 
who  have  investigated  the  subject.  The  following  extracts,  taken 
from  tiie  speeches  of  two  public  men,  both  of  whom  have  been  largely 
engaged  in  productive  industries,  employing  a  large  number  of  men, 
and  who  cannot  be  considered  as  very  favourable  to  trades  unions, 
will  be  sufficient  for  our  present  purpose.  Mr.  John  Bright,  in  a 
speech  delivered  at  Manchester  on  April  12,  i860,  said :  *  Now  it  has 
never  been  proved  that  strikes  are  bad ;  a  strike  is  the  reserved  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  working  man.  I  would  tell  working  m«i  never 
to  surrender  their  right  to  combine  with  their  fellow-men  in  support 
of  their  interests.'  Earl  Granville,  in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  August  2,  1859,  *  '  It  is  impossible  to  put  an  end  to 
strikes,  even  though  it  were  desirable  to  do  so.  They  are  the  last 
resource  of  workmen — just  as  a  chanoery  suit  is  among  litigants,  and  as 
war  is  the  ultirrui  ratio  of  nations.  The  fear  of  them  unquestionably 
exercises  a  wholesome  influence  on  masters.'  Quotations  similar  to 
the  above  might  be  made  from  a  host  of  other  authorities,  but  the 
two  given  will  suffice. 

The  arguments  urged  against  strikes  on  the  groxmds  of  expediency 
are  numerous  and  powerful,  but  they  have  never  carried  that  weight 
which  those  who  use  them  think  they  ought  to  carry;  that  they 
altogether  fail  to  convince  those  for  whom  they  are  intended,  because 
directly  and  deeply  concerned,  is  self-evident.  Various  reasons  are 
assigned  for  this  failure  to  reach  the  class  to  whom  they  are  addressed; 
some  say  that  the  men  are  too  ignorant  to  see  clearly  the  evil  effects 
of  their  own  conduct,  and  too  prejudiced  to  profit  by  the  advice 
tendered;  others  allege  that  they  are  led  away  by  self-seeking  dema- 
gogues and  paid  agitators  whose  interest  lies  in  quite  another 
direction  than  that  of  a  peaceful  arrangement;  others;  again,  assert 
that  the  minds  of  the  workmen  are  so  perverted  by  socialistic  and 
communistic  theories  that  they  are  completely  blinded  to  the  subse- 
quent consequences  inevitably  resulting  frcm  their  own  acts.  What- 
ever the  cause,  or  causes,  it  is  certain  that  the  men  do  not  look  upon 
these  labour  struggles  in  the  same  light  as  those  who  criticise  their 
conduct,  and  oondenm  their  tactics,  in  relation  ito  these  matters. 

Some  few  writers  here  and  there  when  dealing  with  this  questicm 
have  surmised  that  there  may  be  m<»re  cogent  reasons  for  the  apparent 
perversity  of  the  workmen  than  appear  on  the  surfiEice,  but  they  have 
not  been  able  at  all  times  to  grasp  them  in  all  their  fulness,  or  to 
discover  the  hidden  motives  which  actuate  the  men,  or  to  discern  the 
actual  facts  which  tell  so  strongly  with  them  whenever  the  crucial 
test  is  applied.   That  many  of  those  who  so  readily  undertake  to 
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pronounce  judgment,  and  are  so  unsparing  in  their  oensures  upon 
the  workmen  for  the  course  they  think  proper  to  pursue,  do  not  know 
the  whole  of  the  circumstances  will  not  be  denied;  and  of  those  who 
inquire  the  most  diligently  hardly  one  in  a  thousand  appreciates  to 
their  full  extent  the  numerous  delicate  points  which  are  often  involved 
in  a  labour  dispute^  This  is  not  always  the  £Etult  of  the  writers;  for 
it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  at  times  to  get  at 
all  the  &cts,  proximate  and  remote,  and  still  more  ^  to  put  the  case 
in  such  a  way  as  to  convey  their  full  force  and  meaning,  and  to 
appraise  the  influence  which  they  exercise  on  the  minds  of  the  men 
in  coming  to  a  decision. 

The  reasons  inadequately  put  forth  by  the  men  chiefly  afiected, 
and  those  that  appear  in  the  manifesto  of  the  executive  of  tiie  union, 
are  not  always  those  that  are  the  most  potent  in  ultimately  deciding 
the  vote  when  a  strike  has  to  be  determined  on, — ^not  that  anything  is 
purposely  kept  back  that  can  well  be  explained,  but  there  are  some 
thii^  which  cannot  be  defined  on  paper ;  in  this  instance  it  is  the 
unseen  and  the  eventual, — the  contingencies  which  may  follow  firom 
doing,  or  abstaining  &om  doing,  a  certain  act.  This  of  course  does  not 
apply  to  all  strikes;  in  s<wne  cases  the  objects  sought  are  obvious,  and 
the  motives  which  prompt  the  men  are  as  capable  of  being  gauged  as 
those  which  actuate  men  in  political  and  otiier  movements  connected 
witii  questions  affecting  the  body  politic,  and  which  firom  time  to  time 
disturb  its  tranquil  repose.  But  there  is  always  one  difficulty  attending 
disputes  of  an  industrial  character,  and  it  is  one  firom  which  they  seldom 
if  ever  escape,  namely,  the  actors  and  the  critics  occupy  almost  exclu- 
sively totally  different  groimd;  they  each  view  the  matter  firom  a 
standpoint  so  essentially  distinct  and  wide  apart,  that  the  objects 
assume  just  the  shapes  presented  to  the  beholder  and  none  other. 
The  fable  of  the  chameleon  is  an  apt  illustration  of  the  entanglements 
into  which  people  get  when  discussing  the  subject  of  strikes.  If 
those  who  usually  write  upon  these  questions  could  only  manage  to 
look  at  them  firom  the  workmen's  point  of  view,  the  several  matters 
would  become  more  easy  of  treatment;  but  even  then  they  must  have 
som^  sort  of  common  agreement  wiUi  reference  to  the  principles 
which  imderlie  the  whole  problem  of  labour  in  its  relation  to  capital, 
in  all  its  multi&rious  phases,  and  be  able  to  take  cognisance  of  the 
hidden  elements  which  enter  into  and  constitute  the  primary  condi- 
tions of  industrial  life.  Then  and  then  only  can  they  hope  to  arrive  at 
any  general  conclusion  likely  to  be  acceptaole  to  the  men,  satis&otory 
to  the  masters,  and  of  use  to  the  public,  as  regards  the  ^  striking 
policy '  so  long  followed  by  the  trades  unions  of  the  coimtry.  As  it 
is,  the  very  basis  upon  which  the  arguments  rest  is  disputed:  how 
then  can  there  be  any  agreement  as  to  the  deductions  legitimately  to 
be  drawn  therefirom  ? 

It  is  not  here  proposed  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  general 
policy  of  strikes ;  neither  is  it  intended  to  attempt  any  justification 
of  them  even  as  an  expedient ;  the  writer  is  not  enamoured  of  them, 
and  would  not  do  or  say  anything  likely  to  promote  them.   On  the 
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contrary,  he  would  only  be  too  glad  if  some  plan  could  be  adopted 
whereby  the  many  contentions  which  now  arise  could  be  adjusted 
without  resorting  to  a  state  of  internecine  war.  The  purpose  of  this 
paper  is  mainly  to  examine  into  facts^  and  test  figures,  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  if  possible  the  raison  c^Stre  of  the  existence  of  strikes, 
and  the  causes  which  have  led  to  their  continuance*  The  examination 
will  be  of  a  financial  rather  than  of  an  economical  character — in  the 
sense  in  which  the  latter  term  is  vaguely  employed  by  economical 
writers  as  applied  to  this  class  of  questions.  The  inquiry  will  be 
conducted  with  no  desire  to  dogmatise,  or  of  dictating  to  either  of 
the  parties  to  these  disputes,  as  to  their  relative  rights  and  duties. 
But  it  is  very  necessary  that  the  whole  question  should  be  subjected 
to  a  searching  investigation  in  order  to  see,  if  possible,  why  it  is  that, 
in  spite  of  adverse  criticism,  of  entreaty,  of  denunciation,  and  of 
losses,  real  and  supposed,  incurred,  the  men  still  resort  to  so  costly  a 
method  as  the  best  means  at  their  command  for  insisting  upon  a  settle- 
ment of  their  claims,  wise  and  otherwise,  in  accordance  with  their 
notions  of  what  is  just  and  right.  It  will  be  granted  by  the,  most 
superficial  of  observers  that  there  must  be  some  very  strong  reasons  in 
favour  of  such  a  policy,  or  it  would  not  be  persevered  in  to  the  extent 
that  it  is.    A  few  of  them  will  be  discovered  as  we  proceed. 

Strikes,  cannot  be  so  disastrous  in  their  consequences  as  they  are 
generally  supposed  to  be,  or  they  would  cease  of  the  men's  own 
accord.  They  occur  and  recur  periodically,  and  with  such  firequaicy 
that  one  is  led  to  believe  that  in  the  {political  and  social  econ<Hny 
of  production  they  are  the  natural  outcome  of  the  normal  condition 
of  trade  in  this  and  other  countries  of  the  world.  They  may  be 
essentially  wrong  in  principle,  altogether  inexpedient  in  practice, 
always  inopportune  in  point  of  time,  nnd  ftlwoluftly  Miiinnirnvan 
when-8ueoesgfaV^i^-^^<>8^  ^o  take  part- in  them — ^but  if  so,  why  do 
they  continue  to  exist  ?  i  The  men  who  constitute'^the  vast  army  of 
trades  unionists  may  not  be  very  clever,  or,  as  a  rule,  far-seeing, 
but  they  are  hard-headed  practical  men,  and  they  have  a  rough-and- 
ready  way  of  calculating  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  any  step 
which  they  are  about  to  take,  and  of  the  line  of  conduct  which  they 
pursue  with  so  much  vigour  and  efiectl  They  weigh  the  pros  and 
eons,  and  balance  the  probabilities,  more  closely  than  many  give 
them  credit  for  doing,  and"  one  at  least  of  their  deductions  has 
never  been  really  shaken.  They  have  an  impression  that  strikes, 
in  the  long  run,  pay.  If  they  had  not  this  impression  they  would 
not  risk  defeat,  spend  their  hard-earned  money  on  them,  and 
endure  tiliat  privation  and  sufiering  which  almost  always  follow  in 
their  train.  The  object  of  this  inquiry  is  to  try  and  find  out  whether, 
and  how  far,  their  conclusions  are  based  on  &cts,  and  also  whether 
the  results  compensate  them  for  the  large  expenditure  of  time  and 
money  for  such  purposes,  and  especially  when  success  is,  at  the  best, 
but  problematical.  A  few  of  the  causes  of  strikes  may  be  briefly 
noted. 
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There  is  one  fact  which  stands  out  prominently  among  the  rest, 
and  deserves  to  be  taken  into  account,  although  it  is  often  overlooked 
— namely,  that '  masters  are  always  and  everywhere  in  a  sort  of  tacit, 
but  constant  and  uniform,  combination,  not  to  raise  the  wages  of  labour 
above  their  actual  rate'  (Adam  Smith,  book  i.  chap.  vii.).  Again  : 
'Masters,  too,  sometimes  enter  into  particular  combinations  to  sink 
the  wages  of  labour  even  below  this  rate*  These  are  always  conducted 
with  the  utmost  silence  and  secrecy  till  the  moment  of  execution.' 
What  was  true  when  Adam  Smith  penned  these  sentences  is  even 
more  true  now,  for  the  simple  reason  that  capital  is  concentrated  in 
fewer  hands,  and  each  industry  has  its  special  combination,  however 
silent,  it  may  be  in  its  mode  of  working.  Adam  Smith  further  says : 
'  To  violate  this  combination  is  everywhere  a  most  unpopular  action, 
and  a  sort  of  reproach  to  a  master  among  his  neighbours  and  equals.' 
This,  also,  is  as  true  to-day  as  ever  it  was.  ) 

Moreover,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  employers  regard  the  work- 
people as  being  little  better  than '  mere  machines  adapted  for  guiding 
machinery.'  This  fstct  did  not  escape  the  observant  eye  of  M.  Taine, 
from  whose  book — '  Notes  on  England ' — the  words  in  inverted  commas 
are  taken.  The  acute  Frenchman  saw  at  a  glance  this  tendency 
in  our  modem  industrial  system.  Manufacturers  especially  estimate 
labour,  just  as  they  would  a  complicated  machine,  at  so  many  revolu- 
tions per  minute.  They  may  not  be  to  blame  for  this,  perhaps  it  is 
inevitable,  but  the  ^  revolt  of  the  bees '  is  a  kind  of  protest  against 
this  materialistic  method  of  computation.  Even  some  of  those  who 
take  a  higher  view  of  labour  look  upon  the  worker  in  much  the  same 
light  as  they  do  upon  their  cattle  and  horses,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
a  little  lower  even  than  that ;  for  in  the  one  case  the  hmnan  agents  of 
production  are  dismissed  with  their  weekly  stipend  without  further 
thought,  in  the  other  the  most  scrupulous  care  is  taken  to  secure  the 
health  of  the  animal  by  a  plentiful  supply  of  fodder,  and  other  things 
necessary  for  its  maintenance. 

Another  phase  of  this  intricate  question  deserves  more  than  a 
mere  passing  notice ;  ilTis  this.  The  vast  manu&cturing  establish- 
ments in  this  country  necessitate  a  division  of  labour  in  the  manage- 
ment department,  as  well  as  in  elementary  production ;  the  consequence 
is  that  the  direction  is  relegated  to  overlookers,  the  principal  being 
scarcely  ever  approachable,  and  not  unfrequently  absolutely  unknown 
to  the  workpeople.  The  high  salaries  of  those  oflBcials  absorb  a  con- 
siderable percentage  of  the  prime  cost,  and  correspondingly  reduce 
the  margin  of  profits.  To  compensate  for  this  they  are  ever  on  the 
alert  to  discover  where,  and  to  what  extent,  a  proportionate  reduction 
can  be  eflfected  either  in  time,  wages,  or  materials.  When  it  falls 
upon  wages  complaints  arise,  often  followed  by  resistance.  Hence 
we  find  that  some  of  the  very  best  employers  are  accused  of  being 
miserly  payers  for  the  work  done,  although  netting  thousands  of 
pounds  annually  out  of  the  produce  of  labour.  The  men  are  not 
always  in  a  position  to  discriminate  between  the  actual  cost  of  labour. 
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and  intermediate  charges  before  a  profit  is  realised ;  the  conaeqnence 
is  that  erroneous  ideas  as  to  profits  take  possession  of  the  minds  of 
the  workpeople  and  help  to  increase  their  discontent.  How  in  the 
present  state  of  things  is  it  possible  to  be  otherwise  ?  A  great  nmn- 
ber  of  employers  are  most  kindly  disposed  towards  those  in  their 
em{doy,  and  are  incapable,  knowingly,  of  doing  them  an  injustice ; 
and  yet  even  these  are  liable  to  misrepresentation,  throi]^h  some  act 
of  %n  overlooker  or  manager,  for  something  done,  or  left  undone,  of 
which  the  master  had  no  o(^;nisance. 

A  narrow  view  of  their  duty  towards  the  men  in  their  employ, 
and  to  society,  where  it  is  entertained,  is  not  chargeable  to  any  lack 
of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  masters,  but  to  the  system  of  trading 
which  has  grown  up  in  our  midst.  It  is  one  of  the  results  of  an 
unwritten  but  well  understood  compact,  the  nature  of  which  is  not 
comprehended,  and  indeed  scarcely  known,  and  yet  it  is  all-pervading. 
Adam  Smith  clearly  saw  this  in  his  day,  as  shown  by  the  sentence 
before  quoted;  since  then  it  has  developed  amazingly.  The  misfortune 
is,  tJiat  instead  of  the  good  masters  rulhig  the  bad  ones,  it  is  exactly  the 
reverse ;  the  more  kindly  are  absolutely  obliged,  in  self-protection,  to 
adopt  tactics  which  they  condemn,  and  to  make  up,  as  it  were,  any 
little  deficiency  in  wages,  or  what  not,  in  other  ways  so  as  not  to  ofiend 
their  competitors  in  the  same  field  of  industrial  enterprise.  Trades 
unions,  properly  conducted,  ought  to  be  able  to  che^  the  wrong- 
doing of  unscrupulous  masters,  but  not  hamper  those  who,  in  con- 
ducting their  business,  seek  to  do  what  is  right  and  just  to  all  men. 

There  is,  however,  another  side  to  this  question :  many  of  the 
men  are  so  impetuous,  dogged,  self-willed,  and  headstr<»ig,  that  the 
best  rules  of  the  best  unions  cannot  restrain  them  if  once  they  have 
made  up  their  minds  to  strike.  To  quote  an  old  saw :  ^  No  sooner 
the  word  than  the  blow;'  and  in  some  cases  the  blow  comes  first. 
A  well-regulated  union  tempers  all  this;  calmer  judgments  are 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  points  at  issue ;  and  the  votes  of  those  not 
directly  interested  have  to  determine  what  st.eps  shall  be  taken. 
Still  the  restraints  are  not  always  effectual.  There  is  a  natural 
sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  union  with  any  section 
engaged  in  a  dispute,  so  that  they  are  predisposed  to  accord  support 
when  appealed  to.  And  too  often  trivial  matters  are  magnified 
into  imdue  importance,  and  considered  quite  sufficient  groimds  for  a 
strike.  In  point  of  fact  the  inconsiderateness  of  the  two  anta- 
gonistic parties  one  towards  the  other  is  absolutely  appalling,  and 
nothing  can  be  said  in  extenuation  of  the  want  of  common  courtesy 
so  often  exhibited  whenever  the  slightest  disagreement  arises,  not  only 
as  to  wages  and  hours  of  labour,  but  as  to  modes  of  hiring  and  of 
service  which  ought  to  be  left  to  individual  contract. 

Can  we  wonder  if  these  things,  and  others  not  mentioned  com- 
bined, render  what  ought  to  be  the  reciprocal  relationships  of  masters 
and  men  extremely  precarious,  and  tend  to  complicate  all  the  deal- 
ings they  must  have  one  with  the  other?    The  alliance  between 
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capitalists  and  labourers,  at  its  best,  is  but  transitory,  and  their 
mutual  duties  are  ill- defined.  The  thread  which  binds  them  to- 
gether is  so  exceedingly  delicate  and  fine  that  there  is  a  perpetu^ 
danger  of  its  being  snapped  asunder  at  the  slightest  touch.  At  no 
period  in  the  history  of  labour  has  its  tenuity  been  so  excessive,  or 
so  little  capable  of  bearing  the  strain  to  which  it  is  subjected,  as 
now;  whilst  the  chances  of  a  rupture  are  greatly  increased,  and 
the  number  of  persons  liable  to  the  disastrous  consequences  result- 
ing therefirom  are  immensely  augmented.  The  friction,  instead  of 
diminishing,  increases  year  by  year,  so  that  with  less  capacity  for 
resistance  the  stress  is  more  than  ever  severe.  There  is  a  total 
absence  of  that  sympathy  and  good  feeling  which  ought  to  charac- 
terise those  who  are  placed  in  a  position  of  mutual  dependence, 
and  without  which  national  prosperity  must  wither  and  die.  And 
yet  there  never  was  a  time  when  there  was  so  much  need  for  for- 
bearance and  concession  as  at  the  present  moment. 

In  the  olden  times  trade  was  carried  on  by  small  masters,  the 
number  of  men  employed  being  very  limited  ;  then  a  dispute  afiected 
a  few  individuals  only ;  now  thousands  are  made  the  participators  in 
a  single  upward  or  downward  movement  in  prices  and  the  wages  of 
labour.  It  is  no  longer  a  question  of  persons  but  of  masses;  the 
aggregate  forces  of  the  workmen,  both  in  numbers  and  money,  are 
pitted  against  the  vast  resources  of  the  masters  in  the  shape  of 
capital  and  stock ;  the  consequences  of  a  collision  are  therefore  wide- 
spread and  serious.  The  objects  sought  by  strikes  are  manifold,  but 
in  their  essential  features  they  are  pretty  much  alike  whatever  their 
immediate  purpose.  Adam  Smith  has  put  the  whole  case  with  his 
usual  pimgent  brevity  thus :  '  What  are  the  conmion  wages  of 
labour  depends  everywhere  upon  the  contract  usually  made  between 
those  two  parties,  whose  interests  are  by  no  means  the  same.  The 
workmen  desire  to  get  as  much,  the  masters  to  give  as  little,  as 
possible.  The  former  are  disposed  to  combine  in  order  to  raise,  the 
latter  to  lower,  the  wages  of  labour.'  The  contests  which  eventuate 
from  this  condition  of  things  are  called  strikes ;  their  cost  and  results 
we  will  endeavour  to  trace  by  such  light  as  past  experience  can 
give  us. 

It  is  very  diflBcult  accurately  to  estimate  the  cost  of  strikes, 
except  in  cases  where,  th^  numbers  engaged  in  them  are  few,  the 
time  they  are  out  on  strike  limited,  and  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances are  well  known.  The  cost  in  cash  to  the  society  can  be 
gauged  very  closely,  although  in  most  instances  the  amoimt  in  the 
society's  books  does  not  represent  the  total  sum  spent,  inasmuch  as 
local  levies  and  shop  subscriptions  are  not  usually  included  in  the 
accounts;  these,  however,  in  a  separate  form,  are  rendered  after- 
wards by  the  strike  committee.  In  calculating  the  cost  and  results 
of  a  strUce  it  is  necessary  that  the  personal  losses  of  the  men,  in  the 
shape  of  wages,  should  be  placed  side  by  side  with  their  probable  net 
gains  in  the  shape  of  accruing  wages  through  the  advance,  or  what- 
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ever  else  it  may  happen  to  be.  For  example,  if  a  strike  lasted  three 
weeks,  the  number  of  men  out  were  yyo^  the  current  wages  308.  per 
week,  the  strike  pay  108.  per  week,  and  the  amomit  in  dispute  2%. 
per  week,  the  account  would  stand  thus : — 


300  men  on  strike  for  three  £ 
weeks  :  loss  in  wages 
each  man,  30*.  per  week  1,350 


300  men  on  strike  pay,  at 
io«.  per  week  each  man 
for  three  weeks    .    .  . 

Accruing  wages,  at  the  rate 
of  28,  per  week  each  man, 
300  men  for  seven  months 
and  a  fortnight    .    .  . 


450 
900 


Total,  as  per  contra  1,350 

But  supposing  that  300  men  only  were  actually  on  strike,  and 
that  5CX)  men  participated  in  the  rise  of  2b.  per  week,  and  that  this 
advance  continued  to  be  received  fot  five  years,  instead  of  seven 
months  and  a  fortnight,  the  account  would  then  stand  as  follows : — 


300  men  at  30*.  per  week  £ 
for  three  weeks    .    .    .  1,350 


Strike  pay,  300  men  at  \o9, 
per  week,  three  weeks  . 

Accruing  i-ise  at  2«.  per 
week  for  500  men  for 
five  years  


450 
13,000 


Total  13450 


Net  gain 


11,650 


The  above  example  represents  an  actual  case,  and  could  be  mul- 
tiplied a  thousand  times  if  necessary.  As  a  rule,  the  proportion  of 
those  who  have  to  do  the  fighting,  to  those  who  receive  the  benefits, 
is  much  smaller  than  three-fifths ;  so  that  the  relative  gain  is  much 
larger  than  is  shown  above,  and  the  losses  much  less«  It  is  no 
uncommon  thing  for  forty  or  fifty  men  to  test  a  question  by  a  strike, 
the  success  of  which  will  in  the  end  aflfect  some  hundreds.  Even  in 
*  great  strikes,'  as  they  are  called,  it  is  seldom  that  more  than  one^ 
third  are  engaged.  There  are  instances,  however,  in  which  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  men  working  at  a  particular  trade,  in  a  given  dis- 
trict, have  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  event  of  a  dispute ; 
but  these  vast  struggles  are  generally  confined  to  a  few  special  indus- 
tries, such  as  the  coal  and  iron  trades. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  question,  and  not  an  unim- 
portant one  from  the  workmen's  standpoint ;  namely,  that  one  rise- 
becomes  the  starting-point  for  another ;  similarly,  a  reduction  is  gene- 
rally regarded  as  one  of  a  series,  and  a  concession  is  looked  upon^  the 
first  only  of  a  number,  so  that,  to  use  the  language  of  the  men,  they 
seem  to  say, '  we  must  stop  beginnings.'  This  is  the  reason  why  so 
many  strikes  are  undertaken  when  '  markets  are  falling ; '  they  oftai 
see  the  hopelessness  of  the  struggle,  but  having  got  tlie  idea  into 
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their  heads  that  a  contest  rmst  take  place,  they  accept  the  challenge 
when  it  is  first  thrown  down,  trusting  to  the  chapter  of  accidents,  and 
to  the  accumulated  funds  at  their  disposal^  to  see  them  through  the 
difficulty.  It  is  a  hazardous  game  perhaps,  but  not  always  a  losing 
one,  for  fortime  sometimes  favours  the  desperate. 

Generally  speaking,  working  men  are  not  at  all  partial  to  statis- 
tics; hence  it  is  that  no  elaborate  statistical  tables  of  a  reliable 
character  have  ever  yet  been  compiled  showing  the  gross  cost  and 
net  gains  of  any  considerable  number  of  strikes,  and  ranging  over 
several  years.  The  few  that  have  been  collected  together,  and  care- 
fully compared,  are  necessarily  incomplete,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  a  single  strike  is  scarcely  ever  complete  in  itself ;  it  is  not  like 
a  business  transaction,  where  the  outlay  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
receipts  on  the  other,  can  be  easily  adjusted,  so  that  a  profit  and  loss 
accoimt  can  be  rendered,  and  a  balance  struck  at  the  end  of  the 
bargain.  On  the  contrary,  in  a  certain  sense,  the  act  itself  is  to  a 
great  extent  continuous  ;  the  results,  therefore,  can  only  be  approxi- 
mately estimated  a  long  time  after  the  event.  It  is  possible,  however, 
to  take  stock  occasionally,  and  thereupon  to  compute  the  probable 
losses  or  gains  of  particular  strikes,  spread  over  a  series  of  years. 

The  first  attempt  of  this  kind,  of  which  any  record  can  be  found, 
was  made  by  the  writer  some  years  since,  and  the  results  of  his  inves- 
tigations were  so  far  curious  that  several  newspapers  called  attention 
to  them  at  the  time,  and  commented  upon  them  in  their  leading 
columns.  The  substance  of  the  three  papers  then  published,  briefly 
stated,  was  as  follows.  There  were  thirty-four  towns  in  dififerent  parts 
of  England  in  which  there  had  been  no  rise  of  wages,  or  decrease  of 
working  hours,  in  a  particular  trade  for  many  years.  And  it  was 
foimd  that  whenever  a  strike  took  place  in  London,  or  in  any  of  the 
other  great  centres  of  industry  where  the  wages  were  comparatively 
high,  large  contingents  of  men  from  those  underpaid  districts 
migrated  to  the  towns  where  men  were  out,  and  filled  their  places. 
This  caused  serious  inconvenience  to  the  society  by  protracting  the 
strike,  and  enormously  increasing  its  expenses.  It  was  thereupon 
resolved  to  make  a  determined  effort  to.  efiect  an  advance  of  wages, 
and  in  some  cases  a  reduction  of  working  hom*s,  in  the  towns  from 
whence  these  men  came.  This  decision  having  been  arrived  at,  and 
the  necessary  arrangements  being  made  for  carrying  it  to  a  successful 
issue,  notices  were  sent  to  the  masters  in  those  districts  to  the  efiect 
that  on  the  dates  severally  given  the  men  would  cease  work  unless 
their  demands  were  complied  with.  As  no  dispute  had  arisen  in  the 
places  selected  for  some  years,  this  combined  action  on  the  part 
of  the  men  caused  no  little  perturbation  amongst  the  employers, 
and  led  them  to  take  concerted  measures  with  a  view  to  resist  the 
demands  made  upon  them  by  the  men.  As  the  time  approached  for 
the  expiration  of  the  notices,  both  parties  seemed  determined  to  fight 
the  matter  out  to  the  bitter  end,  but  in  some  instances  a  contest  was 
avoided. 
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In  9  out  of  the  34  towns  the  masters  at  the  last  momrat 
acceded  to  the  requests  of  their  men,  conceding  all  that  had  been 
asked  for ;  in  7  towns  strikes  took  place,  but  lasted  only  a  few 
days  in  each  case,  the  terms  demanded  being  granted  all  round; 
in  18  towns  the  strikes  lasted  from  a  few  weeks  to,  in  one  in- 
stance, ten  months,  the  men  being  again  victorious  in  every  case. 
The  net  results  of  the  whole  of  these  contests  may  be  summarised 
thus :  The  total  number  of  men  working  at  the  particular  trade, 
resident  in  the  34  towns,  was  2,517;  the  total  number  who 
went  out  on  strike  was  only  264 ;  the  average  time  lost  per  man  was 
three  weeks ;  the  average  current  wages  of  the  men,  before  the  strikes 
took  place,  was  219.  ^d.  per  week  ;  the  strike  pay  given  to  those  out 
was  148.  per  week;  the  loss  to  the  men  in  wages  was  therefore 
7«.  4(i.  per  week  for  the  three  weeks  that  the  strikes  lasted.  The 
profit  and  loss  account  would  consequently  stand  thus : — 


34  towns,  resident 
workmen  in  the 
trade,  2,5 17;  num- 
ber out  on  strike, 
264;  number  of 
weeks  3 ;  loss  in 
wages  at  21B,  ^d, 
per  week  each 
man ..... 


£    8.  d. 


844  16  o 


264  men,  strike  pay 
145.  per  week  for 
three  weeks   .  . 

Accruing  weekly 
wages,  averaging 
3«.  6d.  per  week, 
net  gain  each  man 
for  2,517  men, 
440?.  9*.  6d.  per 
week  for  44  weeks 
(date  of  computa- 
tion) .... 

Gain  in  time,  2  hours 
each  man,  at  6d. 
per  hour    .    .  . 


£  8.  d. 
554   8  0 


5>537  8  0 
25^477  M  0 


This  shows  a  net  gain,  after  deducting  the  cost,  of  24,078^.  in  44 
weeks,  that  is,  up  to  the  date  when  the  calculation  was  first 
made.  But  in  reality  the  advance  in  wages  then  obtained  lasted  over 
three  years,  and  became  the  starting  point  for  a  further  advance  at 
the  end  of  that  time,  so  that  the  actual  gain  in  wages  amounted  to 
68,7 1  oi.,  without  taking  into  account  the  subsequent  accruing 
benefits,  direct  and  indirect,  beyond  the  period  at  which  the  second 
rise  in  wages  took  place,  and  the  value  of  the  shorter  hours  of  labonr, 
which  have  never  yet  been  disturbed. 

The  next  set  of  returns  are  still  more  extraordinary  in  their 
results.  They  cover  a  period  of  five  years,  and  embrace  40  towns, 
including  the  metropolis ;  the  resident  craftsmen  belonging  to  the 
trade  in  those  towns  numbered  at  least  6,000 ;  the  total  number  of 
those  who  went  out  on  strike  was  about  1,000 ;  the  average  time  lost 
per  man  was  four  weeks ;  the  average  current  wages  of  the  men 
30«.  per  week ;  the  strike  pay  accorded  to  those  on  strike  iS«.  per 


Digitized  by  Google 


t879]       Strikes  :  their  Cost  and  Results.  777 


week  for  the  month  during  which  they  were  out  of  employment.  The 
profit  and  loss  account  in  this  case  would  therefore  be  as  follows : — 

40  towns ;  number  of  red-  £ 
dent  workers  at  the 
trade,  6,000 ;  number 
out  on  strike,  1,000; 
time  lost,  one  month 
each  man ;  loss  in  wages, 
3o«.  per  week  each  man 
for  four  weeks     .    .    .  6,000 


3>ooo 


1,000  men  on  strike  pay  at 
15*.  per  week  for  four 

weeks  .  •  

Accruing  weekly  wages 
gained,  averaging  5a.  ^d, 
per  man  ;  net  gain  for 
6,000  men  per  week, 
1,625^.  for  five  years 
Grain  in  time,  3  hours  per 
week  at  "jd.  per  hour, 
525^.  per  week  for  five 
years  136,500 


422,500 


Total  562,000 

This  shows  a  net  gain  of  553,000^.,  after  deducting  the  money 
spent,  loss  in  time,  &c.,  to  the  men.  These  strikes  were  spread  over 
a  period  of  six  years,  but  the  averages  above  given  are  pretty  near 
the  mark,  as  most  of  them  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  term ; 
and  in  many  cases  subsequent  advances  in  wages  were  obtained, 
although  no  further  decrease  has  been  made  in  Qie  hours  of  labour 
since  the  date  given.  These  were  all  successful  strikes,  and  in  one 
case  only  have  the  wages  been  since  reduced ;  in  that  instance  the 
loss  was  one  halfpenny  per  hour,  or  Sd.  per  day ;  and  40  men  only 
were  aflFected  by  the  reduction.  And  even  this  was  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  a  rise  in  other  places. 

The  following  figures  relating  to  a  series  of  strikes  have  been 
culled  firom  reports  spreading  over  the  last  six  years,  1873  to  1878 
inclusive.  The  number  of  resident  workmen  belonging  to  the  trade 
in  each  town  are  not  given  in  the  returns,  but  in  every  case  they  are 
imderstated  in  this  estimate.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of 
men  who  took  part  in  the  strikes  is  fully  stated,  so  that  the  net 
gains  are  rather  under  than  over  those  given  below.  The  total 
number  of  towns  in  which  an  advance  of  wages,  and  a  reduction  of 
working  hours,  took  place,  was  473  ;  but  in  some  instances  a  second 
advance  took  place  in  the  same  town  ;  this,  however,  does  not  aflfect 
the  argument,  or  derange  the  figures ;  the  same  remark  applies  to 
the  number  of  men  who  were  connected  with  the  disputes,  and  also 
to  those  who  were  benefited  by  the  result.  The  total  number  of 
men  engaged  in  these  contests  was  5,625  ;  the  number  of  those  who 
participated  in  the  advance  was  47,3CX>.  The  approximate  results 
of  the  473  strikes  were  as  follows  : — 


1873.  £ 
89  towns,  8,900  men.  On 
'  strike  1,000.    Loss  in 
wages  at  36^.  per  week  for 
four  weeks  7,200 


1873.  £ 

1,000  men  on  strike  pay, 

1 5«.  per  week,  four  weeks  3,000 

Net  gain  in  wages  and  time, 
29.  6c/.  per  man,  8,900 

men,  one  year  ....  53,00 
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1874.  £ 
107  towns,  10,700  men.  On 
strike  1,100.    Loss  in 
wages  at  36*.  per  week 
for  four  weeks  ....  7,920 


1875. 

94  towns,  9,400  men.  On 
strike  1050.  Loss  in 
wages  at  36*.  per  week 
for  four  weeks  .... 


7,560 


1876. 

105  towns,  10,500  men. 
1,075  strike.  Loss 
in  wages  at  36*.  per 
week  each  man  for  four 
weeks  7,337 

1877. 

66  towns,  6,500  men.  On 
strike  900  men.  Loss 
in  wages  at  36^.  per  week 
per  man,  four  weeks  .    .  6,480 


1878. 

13  towns,  1,300  men.  On 
strike  500.  Loss  in  wages 
at  36*.  per  week,  four 
weeks  3,600 


The  total  cost  to  the  men, 
in  the  shape  of  losses  in 

time  and  wages    .    .    .  30,017 

Compensation  repaid  in  the 

shape  of  strike  pay    .    .  16,883 

Net  losses  to  the  men  13,134 


1874. 

1,100  men  on  strike  pay, 
i5«.  per  week  for  four 
weeks  

Net  gain  in  wages  and  time, 
10,700  men  28.  6d,  each 
for  one  year  .... 

1875- 

1,050  men  on  strike  pay, 
1 5*.  per  week,  four  weeks 

Gain  in  wages  and  time, 
9,400  men  28.  6d.  each 
for  one  year  .... 

1876. 

1,075  strike  pay,  at 

15*  per  week,  four  weeks 

Gain  in  wages  and  time, 
28.  Sd.  each,  10,500  men, 
for  one  year  .... 

1877. 

900  men  on  strike  pay,  at 
15*.  per  week  for  four 
weeks  

Gain  in  wages  and  time, 
28,  4(f.  each  man,  6,500 
men  for  one  year  .    .  . 

1878. 

500  men  on  strike  pay,  at 
15*.  per  week  for  four 


Gain  in  wages  and  time, 
28.  $d.  each  man,  1,300 
men,  for  one  year .    .  . 


Total  gains  in  wages  and 
time,  exclusive  of  strike 
pay  while  out,  reckoning 
the  gains  at  one  year 
only  


3,300 
64,200 

3,150 
56,400 

3,233 
66,192 

2,700 
36,400 

1,500 
7,020 


283,212 


But,  as  a  set-oflF  to  the  above,  21  towns  suffered  a  reduction  in 
1878,  this  affected  2,icx)  men ;  their  resistance  cost  as  loss  in  wages 
14,700?. ;  less  strike  pay  at  I5«.  per  week,  6,300?.;  total  loss  in 
money  8,400?.  Deducting  this  amount  from  the  gross  gains  leaves 
a  net  sum  of  274,812?.  to  the  credit  of  the  men.  But,  as  a  noatter 
of  fact,  the  advanced  rates  averaged  over  three  years,  so  that  the 
total  sum  netted,  in  the  shape  of  higher  wages  and  reduced  working 
hours,  was  849,636?.,  less  the  losses  sustained,  21,534?. 

Care  has  been  taken  in  this  computation  to  fix  the  averages  at 
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the  lowest  point  so  far  as  the  gains  are  concerned,  and  at  the  highest 
when  estimating  the  losses,  in  order  to  make  them  apply  to  cases 
where  the  strikes  have  been  the  most  costly.  If  the  full  number  of 
those  who  shared  in  the  enhanced  price  could  be  accurately  ascer- 
tained,  it  would  be  found  that  the  figures  on  the  profit  side  would 
have  to  be  augmented  considerably.  It  is  astonishing  how  few  the 
men  are  that  take  part  in  strikes  as  compared  with  those  who  reap 
the  benefit  when  the  object  is  attained ;  the  proportion  of  the  former 
to  the  latter  is  seldom  more  than  ten  per  cent.  This  circumstance 
will  to  a  large  extent  accoimt  for  the  fisict  that  the  men  do  not 
r^^ard  strikes  as  being  so  utterly  ruinous  as  some  people  imagine 
them  to  be ;  their  firequent  occurrence  may  also  be  trauced  to  the 
same  cause. 

What  was  called  the  *  Engineers'  Strike,'  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  year,  affords  an  excellent  example  of  the  way  in  which  a  small 
number  of  men  do  the  necessary  fighting  for  the  entire  number 
belonging  to  a  particular  trade  in  a  given  locality.  In  reality  this 
strike  affected  the  whole  class  of  artisans  in  the  iron  trades  working 
in  the  metropolitan  district,  extending  as  far  down  the  lliames  as 
Erith.  The  strike  began  during  the  first  week  in  February,  and  was 
against  a  reduction  of  7  J  per  cent. — equal  to  about  3«.  a  man,  on  an 
average,  per  week.  Originally  22  shops,  out  of  a  total  of  3CX),  gave 
notice  of  such  reduction,  but  in  consequence  of  the  attitude  of  the 
men  one  half  of  that  number  withdrew  the  notice  within  a  fortnight 
of  its  being  given,  and  two  others  subsequently  followed  suit.  About 
1,000,  all  told,  went  out  on  strike,  out  of  a  total  number  in  all  grades 
and  branches  of  at  least  8,300  men.  Later  on,  two  large  firms  opened 
their  shops  and  took  back  their  workmen  at  the  old  rate  of  wages,  so 
that  the  strike  was  thereafter  limited  to  seven  shops  only.  The 
number  on  the  strike  roll  rapidly  diminished  until  it  reached  about 
300 ;  and  gradually  the  places  of  those  who  left  work  became  filled 
up,  at  the  reduction,  in  the  seven  remaining  shops.  The  strike 
lasted  about  eight  months,  and,  indeed,  in  a  certain  sense,  still  con- 
tinues. The  average  number  of  men  out  may  be  taken  approximately 
at  500,  at  an  average  of  35/?.  per  week  ;  this  would  give  a  total  loss 
in  wages,  supposing  all  would  have  been  employed  if  no  strike  had 
taken  place,  of  :£28,875  for  33  weeks.  But  the  men  received  during 
this  time,  in  the  shape  of  strike  pay  firom  the  funds  of  their  several 
societies,  ranging  from  1 18.  to  1 58.  a  week  for  single  men,  and  higher 
for  married  men  with  families,  and  as  donation  from  the  Central 
Committee,  contributed  by  shops,  and  grants  from  other  sources, 
firom  to  8^.  per  week,  making  a  total,  amounting  on  an  average  to 
i8«.  per  week  each  man  for  the  whole  time — 33  weeks,  of  £14,850 ; 
thus  reducing  their  personal  loss  to  about  £14,025.  This  may  be 
reckoned  as  the  cost  of  the  strike.  On  the  otJier  hand,  though  seven 
shops  are  working  at  the  reduction,  293  pay  the  old  rates ;  the  defeat 
therefore  was  only  very  partial,  and  the  men  r^;ard  it  as  a  victory. 
In  round  numbers,  i  in  16  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  and  to 
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some  extent  these  suffered  pecuniary  loss,  but  the  remaining  15 
incurred  no  losses  beyond  the  voluntary  subscriptions  giroi  from 
week  to  week,  while  their  wages  have  been  maintained  intact.  It  is 
evident  that  under  such  circumstances  the  men  employed  in  the 
whole  of  the  trades  involved  in  the  contest  look  upon  the  nioney 
spent  as  a  profitable  investment^  the  gains  more  than  counter- 
balancing the  expenditure  in  all  respects. 

But  there  is  anoUier  side  to  the  picture,  and  a  sadder  one  to  the 
workmoi  and  their  families.  Strikes  are  not  always  successfid,  and 
some  of  those  that  are  do  not  show  such  a  favourable  balance  in  their 
fiekvour  as  the  examples  above  given.  In  many  instances  tiie  proportion 
of  men  engaged  in  the  contest  is  feur  larger,  and  the  cost  and  losses  are 
enormously  greater,  and  the  privations  endured  by  the  men,  and  the 
sufferings  entailed  on  those  dependent  upon  them,  are  of  longer  dura- 
tion than  in  those  before  cited  as  illustrative  specimens  of  their  opera* 
tion  and  results.  Usually  the  questions  involved  in  those  conflicts 
between  capital  and  labour  in  which  large  numbers  of  men  axe 
engaged,  are  those  relating  mainly  to  working  hours,  overtime,  piece- 
work, or  against  a  reduction  in  wages;  it  is  seldom  that  the  meie 
question  of  a  rise  in  wages  provokes  sufficient  hostility,  on  the  part 
of  the  majority  of  the  employers,  to  cause  them  to  enter  on  a  prolonged 
resistance  to  the  demands  of  the  men.  The  then  existing  state  of 
the  'labour  market'  will  doubtless  explain  the  chief  reasons  why  this 
should  be  so ;  it  is  enough  here  to  state  the  fact.  Sometimes,  as  in 
the  case  of  lock-out,  many  men  not  in  any  way  responsible  for  the 
strike,  nor  connected  personally  with  the  dLspute,  are  made  the  un- 
willing participators  in  the  losses  which  result  from  the  action  tak^ 
by  those  who  are  directly  answerable  for  its  origin  and  consequences. 
This,  however,  is  inevitable,  much  as  it  is  to  be  deplored. 

It  has  been  previously  stated  that  in  most  of  the  great  strikesthe 
questions  at  stake  were  with  reference  to  overtime,  working  hours, 
piece-*work,  and  other  matters  of  that  kind,  and  against  reductions  in 
wages ;  a  few  examples  may  be  quoted  in  proof  of  that  assertion. 
The  great  engineers'  strike  in  185 1-2  was  against  overtime  and  piece* 
work;  the  bmlders'  strike  and  lock-out  in  London  was  for  the  nine 
hours ;  the  engineers'  strike  in  Newcastle  was  for  the  nine  hours ;  the 
masons'  strike  in  London,  in  1877,  ^  reduction  in  time  and  a 

rise  in  wages ;  but  the  real  fight  was  over  the  time  question,  rather 
than  about  the  price  to  be  paid.  The  late  strikes  of  the  mill  hands 
in  Lancashire  were  against  a  reduction,  and  so  similarly  were  those 
of  the  miners  in  various  parts  of  the  North.  Even  the  great  Preston 
strike  and  lock-out  in  1 85  3,  the  greatest  perhaps  upon  record,  although 
nominally  for  a  ten  per  cent,  rise,  was  fought  out  mainly  on  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  men  should,  or  should  not,  subscribe  to 
the  funds  of  a  union. 

Various  estimates  have  been  hazarded  witli  r^;ard  to  the  actual 
cost  in  money,  and  losses  sustained  in  wages,  in  these  gigantic 
struggles.    Supposing  that  the  very  highest  of  such  estimates  ase^ 
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not  exaggerations,  have  not  the  men  some  kind  of  set-off  for  all  thi& 
expenditure  ?  In  a  very  few  cases  tiiey  may  not,  but  in  the  majority 
they  have.  Take,  for  example,  the  builders'  strike  and  lock-out  in 
London,  in  1859.  It  is  said  that  about  24,cxx)  men  were  thrown  out 
of  work  in  the  first  instance ;  of  these  certainly  not  one-half  ever 
applied  for  any  relief;  the  highest  number  ever  paid  strike  pay  wa& 
9,812  ;  and  these  diminished  so  rapidly,  that  at  the  end  of  the  seventh 
week  5,779  only  were  on  the  funds.  The  whole  of  the  other  men 
must  therefore  have  obtained  employment  elsewhere.  At  that  time 
the  total  number  of  artisans  and  labourers  interested  in  the  result  of  the 
contest  was  between  40,000  and  50,000  men.  So  that  while  from 
10,000  to  6,000  were  engaged  in  the  struggle,  at  least  five  times  that 
number  expected  to  be  recipients  of  the  benefit,  if  a  victory  was 
scored.  After  spending  upwards  of  50,000^.,  besides  the  loss  in 
wages,  the  men  were  compelled  to  yield ;  but  in  reality  they  won  the 
Saturday  half-holiday,  and  have  enjoyed  it  ever  since.  At  this 
moment  not  fewer  than  100,000  workmen  cease  work  at  twelve  o'clock 
on  Saturdays  who  but  for  that  prolonged  contest  might  still  be  working- 
until  four  o'clock,  at  even  less  pay  than  they  now  receive.  The  value 
in  money  of  three  hours  per  week  for  eighteen  years,  by  the  whole  of 
the  building  operatives  of  London,  is  almost  incalculable.  At  the 
lowest  computation  it  represents  a  net  gain  to  them  of  562,500?.  a 
year,  if  not  in  money,  at  least  in  money's  worth.  In  addition  to 
which  the  vantage  ground  then  attained  subsequently  became  the 
starting  point  for  securing  further  concessions. 

Indeed  the  number  of  strikes  from  which  the  men  reap  no 
advantage  whatever  are  extremely  few,  as  compared  with  those  from 
which  they  derive  some  benefit,  proximate  or  remote.  If  it  were 
otherwise,  the  power  which  sustains  them  would  dwindle  into  insig- 
nificance, and  no  longer  cause  disquietude  to  the  capitalist,  or  shock 
society  by  its  '  aggressive  tendency.'  It  may  afford  some  comfort  to 
those  who,  while  deprecating  generally  the  policy  of  strikes,  do  not 
always  condemn  them^  if  some  substantial  reasons  can  be  assigned  in 
their  fevour,  to  know  that  those  are  the  greatest  failures  which  least 
deserve  to  succeed,  judging  them  by  the  standard  of  morality  and 
common  sense.  Great  differences  of  opinion  will  always  exist  as  to 
the  reasonableness  of  the  demands  made,  the  mode  and  mood  in 
which  they  are  urged,  and  their  opportuneness ;  but  apart  from  this 
diversity,  or  rather  making  due  allowance  for  it,  it  is  satisfactory  to 
find  that  defeat  does  assiuredly  attend  unjust  exactions,  under  what- 
ever name  they  may  be  attempted,  and  however  they  may  be  backed 
up  by  monetary  or  other  force.  Nevertheless  it  does  not  follow  that  a 
particular  strike  was  bad  in  itself,  because  of  its  non-success.  Very 
conclusive  reasons  of  quite  another  complexion  might  have  entailed 
the  absolute  failure  of  the  undertaking,  apart  from  the  nature  of  the 
demands. 

Some  very  important  defeats  have  been  sustained  by  the  men 
during  the  last  two  years,  into  a  discussion  of  the  rights  or  wrongs 
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of  which  it  is  not  proposed  to  enter.  Of  these  the  most  noteworthy 
are  the  masons'  strike  in  London,  the  carpenters  and  joiners'  strike 
in  Manchester,  the  boiler  makers'  and  iron  shipbuilders'  strike  and 
lock-out  on  the  Clyde,  the  cotton  operatives'  strike  in  Blackburn  and 
elsewhere,  and  the  miners'  strikes  in  Durham  and  numerous  other 
places.  That  of  the  masons  cost  in  money  26,206^.  i/a.  5(2.;  it 
lasted  33  weeks,  and  i,7cx>  men  took  part  in  it.  The  carpenters' 
cost  nearly  as  much,  through  the  two  societies  engaged  in  it,  and 
about  the  same  number  of  men  were  involved.  The  strike  and  lock- 
out on  the  Clyde  cost  the  society  over  13,000^.,  the  estimated  losses 
being  3(X>,000{.  The  losses  of  the  miners  in  the  Durham  strike  are 
put  down  at  In  the  latter  case  it  is  said  that  the  men 

q>ent  on  the  average  6Z.  per  man,  to  gain  i:^  per  cent.,  and  that  it 
will  take  9^  years  to  recoup  them  for  their  losses.  Accepting  this 
estimate  as  being  absolutely  accurate  in  every  respect,  and  also  all 
the  others  relating  to  the  above-mentioned  strikes,  what  is  the 
legitimate  deduction  to  be  drawn  from  the  feicts  ?  Simply  this — 
that  in  the  chances  of  war  the  men  have  sometimes  suffered  defeat. 
Nothing  more.  And  they  will  not  be  deterred  from  entering  the 
lists  again  any  more  than  a  litigant  will  because  he  has  lost  his  suit 
in  a  court  of  law.  Nay,  the  very  fact  of  failure  sometimes  acts  as  a 
spur  to  still  greater  exertions  in  the  future. 

Men  are  more  apt  to  remember  successes  than  defeats ;  they 
estimate  their  chances  in  the  future  by  their  victories  in  the  past ;  a 
dozen  failures  pale  before  one  single  triumphant  stroke  of  good  for- 
tune ;  and  men  will  not  be  daunted  because  of  this  or  that  abortive 
effort  to  gain  their  ends.  This  feature  in  industrial  warfsire  is 
often  lost  sight  of — hence  the  importance  of  directing  special  atten- 
tion to  it.  Another  phase  of  the  question  is  too  frequently  forgotten, 
and  it  is  this — the  men  get  over  their  losses  much  more  speedily 
than  the  masters  do.  With  the  former  it  is  a  matter  of  temporary 
inconvenience,  or  at  most  of  present  suffering  only ;  with  the  latter 
it  means  not  merely  a  derangement  of  their  business  for  the  time 
being,  butfriture  embarrassments,  if  not  positive  feilure  in  trade,  in 
a  great  number  of  cases.  The  men  for  the  most  part  endure  their 
privations  with  comparative  equanimity,  whereas  -the  dread  of  losing 
caste  and  position  operates  most  powerfully  on  the  mind  of  the 
employer,  and  superinduces  an  amount  of  anxiety  not  felt,  or  even 
properly  undei*stood,  by  those  in  his  employ.  These  considerations, 
though  not  openly  expressed,  exercise  a  potent  influence  upon  the 
actions  of  both  parties ;  it  is  desirable  therefore  that  they  should  be 
clearly  stated,  and  their  import  fully  weighed,  in  any  and  every  dis- 
cussion of  the  strike  question.  To  make  known  the  facts  connected 
with  these  labour  struggles  is  not  to  increase  the  desire  to  engage 
in  them,  but  may  tend  to  diminish  their  number:  uncertainty  is 
provocative  of  strife. 

The  moral  code  which  governs  the  conduct  of  men  in  a  state  of 
war  is  still  feur  from  humane ;  the  old  saw,  *  All  is  fair  in  love  and 
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war,'  seems  to  be  acted  upon,  if  not  exactly  recognised,  as  just  law 
by  those  engaged  in  armed  hostility  one  against  the  other.  The 
tendency  of  modem  thought  and  feeling  is  towards  a  mitigation  of 
the  horrors  which  ever  attend  the  force  of  arms,  even  in  its  mildest 
form.  The  progress,  however,  in  this  direction  is  extremely  slow,  as 
is  evidenced  by  the  experience  of  the  past  ten  years,  not  only  in  the 
wars  which  have  been  waged  in  South-eastern  Europe,  but  in  those 
also  which  have  taken  place  much  nearer  to  our  own  shores.  And,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  the  code  which  is  applied  to  contests  between  masters 
and  men  is  almost  equally  lax,  if  not  quite  as  cruel.  Here,  too,  an 
improvement  is  gradually  taking  place,  still  the  rancour  excited  in 
the  breasts  of  the  combatants  leads  them  into  excesses  which  can 
scarcely  be  excused,  and  which,  if  calmer  judgments  prevailed,  would 
no  doubt  be  avoided.  It  is  within  the  province  of  the  outside  public, 
and  of  the  press,  to  moderate  the  tone  and  restrain  the  conduct  of 
those  who  are  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  and  to  see  that  no  injustice  is 
done  to  the  helpless  suflFerers  who,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  are 
compelled  to  be  the  innocent  victims  of  the  strife,  although  not 
parties  to  the  conflict.  This  power,  it  is  true,  is  circumscribed,  and 
can  only  be  used  to  a  limited  extent;  but  it  is  right  that  such 
influence  should  be  exercised,  wherever  practicable,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  wrong  or  undue  severity  in  any  case.  The  opposing 
forces  ought  to  reflect  long  and  anxiously  before  they  enter  into  a 
struggle,  and  seriously  consider  the  probable  consequences  to  others 
besides  themselves.  This  duty,  so  obvious  in  a  civilised  community, 
is  seldom  suflBciently  recognised ;  nevertheless,  it  is  incumbent  upon 
all  concerned  to  take  cognisance  of  so  important  an  element  in 
industrial  strife. 

In  the  preceding  pages  no  estimate  has  been  formed  or  attempted 
of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  masters  in  trade  disputes ;  nor  have  the 
general  effects  of  strikes  upon  commerce  and  trade  been  taken  into 
account.  These  matters  are  above  and  beyond  the  scope  of  this 
article  ;  their  purport  and  bearing  upon  the  economical  conditions  of 
society  are  distinct,  definite,  and  significant ;  but  inasmuch  as  they  do 
not,  in  their  broader  sense  and  meaning,  weigh  with  the  majority  of 
the  men,  or  if  they  do,  not  suflBciently  to  determine  their  policy,  this 
phase  of  the  question  has  been  piu'posely  omitted.  The  omission, 
however,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  in  any  way  depreciatory  of  the 
value  and  importance  of  such  considerations,  or  their  rightful  claims 
on  the  more  thoughtful  of  the  workmen.  In  this  paper  the  subject 
has  been  designedly  narrowed  down  to  this  one  point :  Do  strikes 
compensate  the  working  classes  for  the  costs  incurred  ?  The  answer, 
so  far  as  the  facts  can  be  ascertained,  appears  to  be  in  the  aflSrmative. 
To  shut  one's  eyes  to  so  plain  a  truth,  or  to  seek  to  ignore  it,  will  not 
alter  its  verity,  destroy  its  vitality,  or  lessen  the  potential  power 
which  lies  behind  it,  and  imparts  to  it  an  enduring  influence,  the 
force  of  which  is  at  all  times  felt  whenever  a  proposal  to  strike  is 
made  and  entertained. 

George  Howell. 
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My  Life  in  Paris  during  and  following  the 

Commune. 

By  Count  Obsi. 

TO  a  keen  observer,  Paris  in  1869  was  daily  falling  oflf  firom  the 
brilliancy  and  gaiety  of  former  years.  The  Emperor's  health 
was  visibly  on  the  decline,  and  the  general  feeling  of  the  community 
was  one  of  unaccountable  despondency  and  anxiety  for  the  future. 
There  was  something  more  than  change  in  the  political  and  social 
dtmosphere;  there  was  a  taint  in  the  air,  so  to  speak.  Mortality 
was  increasing  in  the  capital,  and  the  minds  of  the  generality  of 
people  seemed  diseased,  as  if  the  power  of  self-possession  had  oc»ne  to 
nought*  Eeports  of  an  alarming  nature  were  circulated  daily  in  the 
Faubou]^  as  well  as  in  the  fashionable  parts  of  Paris,  respecting  the 
magnitude  and  efBciency  of  the  Prussian  army;  yet  these  reports, 
whether  they  proceeded  from  the  correspondents  of  the  press,  or  were 
forwarded  by  the  French  oflScials  residing  at  Berlin,  remained  unheeded 
or  disbelieved.  The  idea  of  theEmperor,of  strengthening  his  power  by  a 
plebiscite,  &iled  to  secure  the  object  he  wished  to  attain  ;  for,  although 
it  proved  a  great  success,  nimierically  speaking,  it  created  the  sus- 
picion that  he  felt  his  power  was  losing  ground,  and  had  resorted  to 
a  bold  step,  with  the  view  of  gauging  the  degree  of  his  popularity, 
before  attempting  some  great  stroke  of  poUcy.  It  was  evident,  from 
the  alacrity  and  unanimity  with  which  the  plebiscite  was  carried, 
that  the  French  nation,  witness  of  the  incessant  attacks  of  the  enemies 
of  ihe  Empire,  had  hastened  to  rally  eagerly,  almost  feverishly,  round 
the  Emperor,  in  the  hope  of  averting  calamities  looming  in  the 
distance,  of  which  it  could  neither  define  the  natiure  nor  foresee  the 
intensity. 

Things  went  from  bad  to  worse.  The  sudden  candidature  of 
Prince  Hohenzollem  to  the  Spanish  throne  was  followed  by  a  serious 
misunderstanding  between  the  Prussian  and  French  courts,  which 
ended  in  the  declaration  of  war  on  July  15,  1870.  It  is  needless  to 
narrate  the  well-known  course,  and  the  disastrous  close  for  France, 
of  the  war  so  inconsiderately  begun.  In  less  than  a  six  weeks'  cam- 
paign, the  Emperor  and  the  whole  of  the  French  army  had  been  made 
prisoners  at  Sedan  by  the  Prussians. 

I  was  then  residing  in  Paris,  23  rue  Royale :  a  spot  especially  fevour- 
able  for  observing  the  course  of  events.  The  first  attack  made  against 
the  Imperial  authority  was  effected  by  some  four  or  five  hundred 
ragged  and  shoeless  ruffians  led  by  a  few  better  dressed  men,  who 
marched  past  my  house  in  column  of  six  abreast,  in  the  direction  of 
the  Place  de  la  Concorde,  and  actually  crossed  the  bridge  between  two 
lines  of  soldiers.    These,  having  no  orders  to  oppose  this  inroad, 
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<sdl0wed  them  to  pass,  and  to  enter  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  which  at 
the  sight  of  the  populace  declared  the  dSch6ance  of  the  Emperor,  and 
dispersed,  never  to  meet  again. 

The  events  which  followed  in  rapid  succession  are  matters  of 
history — ^the  proclamation  of  the  third  Eepublic,  the  formation  of  a 
Government  of  National  Defence,  the  investment  and  siege  of  Paris, 
and  its  capitulation  on  January  28,  iS/i*  The  Nations!  Assembly, 
elected  at  Bordeaux  in  the  following  month,  continued  the  govemm^t 
<rf  National  Defence,  with  M,  Thiers  as  chief  of  the  executive  power. 
It  was  decided  that  the  Assembly  should  sit  at  Versailles,  and  Paris  was 
left  to  take  care  of  itself.  The  result  was  the  insurrection  of  the  Paris 
populace,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Commune  on  March  18,  1 87 1. 

On  the  2i8t  I  was  crossing  the  Place  of  the  Grand  Opera,  when  I 
saw  several  groups  of  respectable  looking  National  Guards  holding  a 
flag  on  which  was  written,  *  Friends  of  Order.'  I  followed  them  as 
they  entered  the  rue  Richelieu  and  the  Place  de  la  Bourse,  and  I  saw 
that  they  were  received  with  enthusiasm  by  everyone  shouting,  'Vive 
I'ordre  1 '  *  Vive  I'Assembl^  Nationale ! '  '  Down  with  the  Commune  1 ' 
The  number  of  National  Guards  increased  to  nearly  four  thousand. 
They  were  all  armed.  As  they  were  passing  by  the  diflFerent  spots 
occupied  by  the  fSdSris,  no  resistance  was  made  to  them.  On  the 
contrary,  the  insurgents  seemed  pleased  with  the  manifestation.  It 
seemed  a  good  omen.  But  on  the  following  day  all  was  changed. 
The  real  power  was  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  an  executive  called 
*  Comite  Central ; '  and  when,  on  the  22Dd,  the  '  Friends  of  Order,' 
miarmed,  repeated  their  manifestation  on  which  they  relied  to  influence 
the  greater  portion  of  the  National  Guards  (Fed^res),  and  tried  to  go 
through  the  Place  Vendome,  they  were  checked  by  a  violent  volley  of 
musketry.  The  Feder^  of  the  Central  Committee  strewed  the  pave- 
ment with  the  dead  and  wounded,  not  only  the  '  Amis  de  I'Ordre,'  but 
also  of  innocent  people,  women  and  children  who  happened  to  pass  that 
way.  I  had  barely  time  to  lay  flat  on  the  ground  and  to  crawl  into  a 
parte  eochJ^e^  from  whence  I  got  out  safely  at  dusk.  But  suddenly  Paris 
was,  as  by  magic,  again  joyful  and  hopeful.  What  was  the  caxise  of  this 
<^ange  ? — a  proclamation  from  Admiral  Saisset  as  follows : — 

My  dear  fellow-citizens, — I  hasten  to  inform  you,  that  with  the  con- 
con-ence  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Seine  and  the  Maires  of  Paris,  we  have 
obtained  from  the  Grovemment  of  the  National  Assembly : — i.  The  complete 
acknowledgment  of  your  municipal  franchises.  2.  The  right  of  electing  all ' 
the  officers  of  the  National  Guards,  the  general  chief  included.  3.  A 
modification  of  the  law  respecting  bills.  4.  A  law  on  the  rents  favourable 
to  the  tenants,  up  to  1,200  francs  rent.  Until  you  rectify  my  appointment, 
or  elect  another  iu  my  stead,  I  will  continue  to  fill  my  post  of  honour, 
with  a  view  of  watching  the  carrying  out  of  the  laws  of  conciliation  we 
have  succeeded  in  procuring,  and  to  contribute  to  the  strengthening  of  the 
Eepublic. — Admiral  Saisset. 

This  proclamation  was  hailed  in  Paris  with  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion.   It  seemed  to  show  that  the  Government  at  Versailles  was 
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prepared  to  take  all  due  measures  for  the  rightful  government  and 
protection  of  Paris.  But  this  joy  was  not  of  long  duration.  The 
day  following  the  proclamation  was  one  of  complete  discouragement 
and  dismay,  it  having  been  made  known  that  the  National  A^emblj 
had  positively  refused  to  grant  what  had  been  applied  for  by  the  Paris 
deputies  and  mavrea.  Admiral  Saisset's  proclamation  was  therefore 
either  a  most  unaccountable  deception  on  his  part,  or  the  Govern- 
ment of  Versailles  had  reversed  their  decision  on  some  other  gromid. 
The  character  of  Admiral  Saisset  being  above  suspicion,  the  blame 
was  left  to  rest  upon  the  National  Assembly. 

The  consequences  of  this  most  injudicious  step  were:  i.  The 
resignation  of  Admiral  Saisset,  who  left  Paris  at  once,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  well-intentioned  and  respectable  part  of  the 
community,  whose  flight  left  the  population  unprotected,  to  do  what 
they  thought  best  for  their  own  safety.  2.  The  election  of  the 
Municipal  Councillors  under  the  auspices  of  the  Central  Committee 
and  of  the  Commune,  instead  of  under  the  direction  of  the  Paris 
deputies  and  mairca,  supported  by  the  National  Assembly.  On  the 
26th  of  March  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Municipal  Council 
was  a  fait  accompli.  Out  of  eighty  members,  seventy  at  least  were 
quite  unknown  to  the  population.  Paris  was  in  their  hands ;  daily 
life  was  as  it  were  suspended,  paralysed ;  no  more  tribunals,  no  more 
courts  kept  their  sittings,  no  judges :  38,000  cases  were  in  abeyance. 
The  reign  of  terror,  which  was  increasing  at  every  defeat  of  the 
Federalists,  was  at  its  height.  On  the  following  Monday  Marshal 
MacMahon  was  instructed  to  reduce  the  insurgent  capital,  and  a  night 
of  frightful  Anxiety  ensued.  The  troops  of  the  National  Assembly 
began  the  cannonades.  Mont  Val^rien  opened  a  murderous  fire  against 
the  Courbevoie  barracks  occupied  by  the  fidiris :  Paris  became  a 
desert.  Men,  women,  and  children  were  running  in  every  direction  in 
frantic  bewilderment— loads  of  wounded  men  were  brought  in.  Mean- 
while, the  city  was  covered  with  barricades,  by  order  of  the  Central 
Committee.  The  Place  de  la  Concorde,  the  Place  de  THotel  de  Ville, 
and  the  Place  Vendome  were  formidable  defences. 

During  the  night  of  the  4th  the  '  g^n^rale '  was  drummed  to  call 
everybody  under  arms.  Sixty  thousand  men  collected  in  defence  of 
the  Commune — Cluseret  acting  as  their  General.  At  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  he  took  possession  of  the  crossing  at  Courbevoie,  which  had 
been  evacuated  by  the  Versailles  troops.  The  plan  of  Cluseret  was  to 
march  against  Mont  Yalerien,  and,  after  taking  the  fortress,  to  go  to 
Versailles  through  Rueil  and  Nanterre.  The  vanguard  was  stopped 
by  a  most  terrific  fire  from  the  fortress.  The  army  of  the  Commune 
was  thus  cut  in  two.  One  took  the  direction  of  Versailles,  the  other 
came  back  to  Paris.  Between  Sevres  and  Meudon  the  battle  raged 
fearfully.  While  the  carnage  went  on,  the  Commune  issued  decrees 
by  which  Thiers,  Favre,  Pic^sird,  Simon,  and  Pothuau,  the  Ministere 
of  the  Assembly,  were  to  be  tried,  and  their  properties  confiscated. 
Fighting  was  going  on  also  at  Clamart  and  Meudon.  General 
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Duval,  having  been  made  prisoner  by  General  Vinoy,  was  shot  dead* 
The  foaming  rage  with  which  the  fighting  v^  carried  on  is  indescrib- 
able !  Two  combatants,  one  of  the  r^^ular  army  and  a  fid&riy  had  met 
at  a  bath  establishment  on  the  Avenue  Neuilly.  They  began  fightings 
until  by  successive  attacks,  made  on  one  another,  they  reached  the  roof 
of  the  house.  When  both  there,  they  threw  away  their  rifles  and  b^fan  a 
hand-to-hand  struggle,  the  trooper  trying  to  free  himself  from  the  grasp 
of  his  enemy,  and  to  make  his  escape.  Seeing  this,  the  fHfri  drew  a 
knife  from  his  pocket,  and  as  he  was  going  to  stab  him,  the  trooper  laid 
flat  on  the  roof,  and  by  a  rapid  movement  got  hold  of  one  of  his  enemy's 
legs,  and  both  fell  on  the  pavement,  a  height  of  twenty-five  yards ! 
Neither  of  them  were  killed,  but  the  trooper  had  his  face  besmeared 
with  blood  and  dust.  The  f^Atri  having  &llen  on  the  trooper's  body 
had  the  best  of  it,  and  killed  him  by  stabbing  him  in  the  head. 

One  could  not  help  being  struck  with  the  contrasts  presented  in 
the  city  itself,  destruction  and  death  raging  in  some  of  its  quarters, 
intersected  by  barricades,  while  cannonade  was  levelling  to  the  ground 
its  beautiful  environs ;  and  at  the  same  time  its  fashionable  boulevards 
crowded  with  elegant  folks  loitering  and  smiling  as  if  nothing  was 
going  on.  The  theatres  were  open.  Light-hearted  people  were  heard 
saying,  *  Well  I  they  fight  there,  let  us  enjoy  ourselves  here!'  The 
eaf^  were  ordered  to  be  shut  at  midnight :  useless  precaution — you 
could  see  the  lights  through  the  int^tices  of  the  shutters,  and 
men  and  women  chatting,  smoking,  playing,  and  drinking,  while 
the  cannon  was  roaring  in  the  distance,  the  mitrailleuses  rattling 
incessantly,  and  the  musketry  crackling  without  intermittence.  That 
was  not  all :  after  spending  part  of  the' night  in  these  dens  of  infamy, 
it  was  considered  a  good  joke  to  spend  the  rest  in  hiring  a  cab,  and, 
the  weather  being  fine,  to  drive  to  the  Arc  de  Triomphe  to  see  how 
the  fight  was  *  progressing '  I 

The  troops  of  the  National  Assembly,  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of 
the  prisoners  made  by  the  Prussians  at  Sedan,  grew  in  strength,  and 
their  assaults  against  the  forts  occupied  by  the  f6d&r^^  and  the  walls 
of  the  city,  became  more  successfrd.  Confusion  and  despair  began  to 
reign  in  the  camp  of  the  Commune.  They  tried  to  check  the  advance 
of  the  regular  army  by  deeds  of  violence  and  cruel  retaliation. 
They  arrested,  during  the  night  of  the  5th,  Monsiemr  Duguerry,  the 
cinr^  of  the  Madeleine,  the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  and  several  other 
dignitaries  of  the  Church  and  political  men  of  high  standing.  The 
same  night  the  Archbishop's  residence  was  pillaged. 

A  man  named  Saoul  Rigault  had  been  appointed  Pr^fet  de 
Police:  unprincipled,  daring,  and  unfeeling,  this  official  issued  a 
decree  by  which  any  person  suspected  of  being  a  partisan  of  the 
National  Assembly  should  be  immediately  arrested  and  tried.  He 
might  as  well  have  stated, '  Shot  without  trial.'  The  delivery  of  letters 
was  interrupted ;  gas  was  cut  off :  Paris  was  in  the  dark — ^with  the 
exception  of  a  few  lamp-posts  supplied  with  mineral  oil  lamps. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  by  death  or  wounds  in  the  ranks  of 
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the  armj  of  tiie  Coimnime,  grcmps  of  armed  men  wereoideied  to  entar 
the  houses  at  night,  and  to  seize  in  their  beds  every  man  fit  to  carry  a 
rifle.  Men  above  sixty  were  exempt.  Finding,  however,  that  this 
.method  of  recruiting  did  not  answer  their  expectations,  owing  to 
many  avoiding  to  sleep  in  their  own  houses,  they  had  recourse 
to  the  following  stratagem,  which  I  saw  myself  from  a  window  carried 
into  effect  with  the  utmost  brutality.  Ten  men  were  posted  at  each 
side  of  the  two  ends  of  a  street  mth  their  backs  dose  to  the  waU. 
The  street  had  no  other  issue  except  by  the  two  extremities.  As  soon 
as  the  street  was  seen  to  contain  a  sufficient  number  of  passers-bj 
worth  catching,  the  soldiers  coming  firom  both  sides  formed  a  barrier 
at  both  ends,  and  arrested  everybody.  Women,  children,  and  dderly 
men  were  set  at  liberty ;  all  the  others  were  armed  and  sent  to  the  firoot 
to  fight  against  the  regular  army.  Terror  and  distraction  were  at  the 
highest  pitch.  The  inhabitants  of  Neuilly,  Coiu-bevoie,  and  those  who 
were  still  in  the  military  zone,  had  been  left  houseless.  With  what- 
ever they  could  get  hold  of,  they  took  refiige  in  Paris.  Hundreds  of 
small  vehicles  were  seen  coming  in  loaded  with  mattresses,  blankets, 
kitchen  utensils,  &c.,  to  take  shelter  wherever  they  could  find  it. 

The  Commune  having  issued  a  decree  that  women  and  children 
and  aged  persons  could  leave  Paris  by  paying  two  francs  a  head,  the 
Prefecture  de  Police  was  actually  taken  by  storm  by  thousands  and 
thousands  of  people  eager  to  secure  a  pass  to  get  away.  Both  the 
Paris  and  Lyons,  and  the  Orleans  railway  terminuses  were  the  natural 
outlets  for  this  wholesale  exodus.  The  sight  of  the  quays  near  these  two 
terminuses  baffles  description.  Their  immense  length  and  breadth 
was  crammed  with  all  sorts  of  vehicles,  loaded  with  luggage  and  house- 
hold articles.  As  it  was  impossible  for  the  trains,  however  numerous,  to 
meet  the  requirements,  people  were  obliged  to  bivouac  in  the  streets 
for  several  days  and  nights  to  await  their  turn. 

It  was  then  that  I  resolved  to  take  a  step  which,  however 
dangerous,  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  wisest.  On  reaching  my  house  at 
midnight  I  found  the  large  iron  gates  open,  and  saw  inside  the  court  a 
carriage  with  two  bright  lights.  I  crawled  between  the  carriage  and  the 
logt  of  the  concierge  to  ask  what  it  meant.  The  wife  of  the  concierge 
came  out,  and,  almost  breathless  from  fear,  b^ged  me  not  to  enter  my 
apartment,  as  six  fidSrSs  were  at  that  very  moment  arresting  the 
Countess  de  L&>n,  who  then  occupied  the  second  floor.  She  added  that 
the  officer  commanding  the  detachment  had  taken  the  names  of  the 
other  inmates,  and  that  a  mark  was  made  on  his  book  when  they  wrote 
my  name  in  it.  I  told  the  concierge  that  I  would  remain  in  the  street 
to  watch  their  departure,  and  that  I  would  go  in  on  the  carriage 
leaving  the  court.  The  countess  was  effectively  arrested,  and  tak^ 
that  night  to  the  Prefecture  de  Police.  The  carriage  having  left  the 
house,  and  the  gates  being  locked,  I  went  to  bed,  not  without  some 
anxiety  as  to  what  would  take  place  the  following  day.  Early  in  tiie 
morning  I  went  to  the  Champs  Elysees,  where  there  was  not  a  soul  to 
be  seen.    I  was  wavering  as  to  what  I  should  do. 
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If  I  go  home,  I  siwd  to  myself,  I  am  sure  to  be  arrested  sooner  or 
later ;  and  as  for  my  going  elsewhere,  it  is  out  of  the  question,  as  my 
wife,  who  was  very  ill  at  the  time,  would  have  been  left  without  pro- 
tection. After  considering  the  'jproB  and  ccym  of  my  resolve,  I  made 
up  my  mind  to  face  the  danger  at  once.  To  that  eflfect  I  took  the 
direotion  of  the  Prefecture  de  Police,  determined  to  speak  to  the 
terrible  Baoul  Bigault.  I  had  not  imagined  that  the  crowd,  eager  to 
get  a  pass  for  two  franco,  could  be  such  as  to  prevent  any  approach  to 
Qie  Prefecture.  I  was  nearly  three  hours  before  I  could  get  near  it. 
On  my  reaching  the  bridge,  I  tried  to  make  my  way  a  little  nearer, 
but  a  cordon  of  f^deres  intercepted  all  communication  with  the  Pre- 
fecture, that  part  excepted  where  the  passes  were  sold.  A  mounted 
officer  was  standing  in  the  middle  of  his  troops,  who  seemed  to  be  under 
his  orders.  I  pushed  through  the  crowd  to  get  at  the  officer,  but  in 
T£un  I  My  scrambling  attracted  his  attention  at  last.  He  looked  at 
me,  and  as  my  voice  could  not  reach  him,  I  put  a  finger  to  my 
lips,  to  show  that  I  wanted  to  speak  to  him. 

*  What  do  you  want  ? '  said  he,  after  making  me  come  near  him. 
'  I  want  to  speak  to  the  Citizen  Prefet.' 

'  I  cannot  allow  you  to  pass.' 

*  I  must  ' 

'  I  shall  have  you  shot  if  you  do  not  go  away.' 

*  If  you  knew  how  important  it  is  for  the  Commune  that  I  should' 
see  him,  you  would  ^ 

*  What  do  you  mean  ? ' 

*  The  salvation  of  the  Commune  requires  ' 

Scarcely  had  I  uttered  these  words,  when  he  ordered  a  man  to  see 
me  safe  to  the  door  of  the  Citizen  Pr^fet. 
When  there,  I  sent  in  my  card. 

'  The  Citizen  Prefet  cannot  see  you  now,'  said  the  orderly,  '  but 
you  may  see  his  secretary,  Citizen  Ferey.  I  will  take  your  card  in,  if 
you  wish  to  speak  to  him.' 

'Do.' 

I  waited  five  minutes — at  last  the  bell  rang :  I  was  ushered  in. 

Ferey  was  a  mechanic :  bodily,  he  was  emaciated  and  looked' 
sickly.  Though  remarkably  ugly,  his  looks  and  the  contracted 
muscles  of  his  fsice,  furrowed  with  deep  wrinkles,  testified  the  havoc 
worked  on  him  by  his  thoughts,  his  passions,  and  the  agitated  life  he- 
was  leading.  It  was  he  who,  despairing  of  his  cause  at  the  last 
moment,  sent  the  famous  message  '  FlarrJbez  Finances! '  (Set  fire  to- 
the  Ministry  of  Finance !)  He  was  seated  with  his  back  to  the  door^ 
writing.  Hearing  someone  coming  in,  he  stretched  in  my  direction 
his  right  hand  holding  a  pen,  keeping  all  the  while  his  eyes  on  the 
papers  before  him,  and  by  a  circuitous  movement  of  his  arm  seemed 
to  intimate  that  I  shoiild  step  forward,  which  I  did.  He  held  up 
his  head,  and  staring  at  me  for  a  second  or  two,  said, '  What  is  it  ?' 

'  Citizen  Ferey,  last  night  the  Countess  Leon  was  arrested  by 
your  order  in  her  apartment,  23  rue  Royale,  and  it  came  to  my 
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knowledge  that  I  should  most  likely  have  been  served  in  the  same 
way,  had  I  been  at  home  at  that  time.  I  thooght  that  by  putting 
myself  voluntarily  in  your  hands  at  once,  there  would  be  no  reason  for 

you  to  take  compulsory  steps  against  me.    My  opinions  ' 

*  Your  opinions  are  known  to  us — but  we  also  know  that  you 
have  taken  no  active  part  against  us.  We  fight  for  what  we  believe 
to  be  fair  and  just.  We  do  not  kill  for  the  pleasure  of  killing,  but 
we  must  attain  our  object,  and  we  shall,  at  any  cost.  As  you  are 
an  Italian,  I  recommend  you  to  keep  quiet — you  shall  not  be  molested. 
However,  I  must  tell  you,  that  you  have  taken  a  very  bold  step  in 
calling  on  me  on  such  an  errand.  It  might  have  taken  a  different 
turn.  Your  frank  declaration  has  served  you.    You  may  go.' 

On  May  12,  the  Commune  issued  the  most  unpatriotic  and 
impolitic  decree  that  could  have  been  devised  for  its  own  destruction 
— the  overthrow  of  the  Colonne  Vendome.  A  crowd  collected  at  the 
two  barricades,  one  of  which  stood  in  the  rue  de  la  Paix,  on  the  side 
of  the  Grand  Opera,  and  the  other  in  the  rue  Castiglione  on  the  side 
of  the  Tuileries,  while  in  the  Place  Vendome  only  a  few  had  been 
admitted  with  tickets.  At  the  four  corners  of  the  square  was  placed 
a  military  band,  waiting  for  orders.  At  last  the  ropes  which  were 
fastened  to  the  upper  end  of  the  coliunn  were  worked  upon  by  the 
capstans,  and  the  monument  fell  with  a  tremendous  crash,  causing  the 
square  to  disappear  for  a  few  minutes  in  an  enormous  and  blinding 
cloud  of  dust.  To  complete  the  disgrace  of  this  savage  act,  the  Com- 
mune invited  tenders  for  the  purchase  of  the  ^  Colonne '  which  was  to 
be  sold  in  four  separate  lots.  This  injudicious  and  anti-national 
measure  inspired  the  regular  army  of  Versailles  with  such  a  spirit  of 
revengeful  rage,  that  on  their  entering  Paris  they  lost  all  self-posses- 
sion, and  dealt  with  the  insurrection  brutally,  and  without  any  dis- 
crimination.   The  time  for  retribution  was  fistst  approaching. 

Discord  and  recriminations  were  in  the  camp  of  the  insurgents. 
A  split  in  the  Commune  had  abeady  taken  place,  by  which  twenty  of 
the  most  respectable  members  had  sent  in  their  resignation.  The 
army  of  Versailles  had  the  upper  hand  everywhere.  The  Fort  of 
Vanves  was  taken,  that  of  Montreux  dismantled ;  breaches  were  open 
at  the  Point-du-jour,  at  Porte  Maillot,  at  St.  Ouen.  There  seemed 
no  option  left  to  the  insurgents  but  an  ignominious  flight  or 
deeds  of  monstrous  atrocity.  The  leaders  of  the  insurrection  lost 
their  senses,  and  gave  way  to  every  species  of  madness  and  folly. 

Fancy  a  Concert  at  the  TuUeriea  under  such  circumstances  I 
Who  would  believe  this  to  have  been  possible  ? — and  yet  so  it  was. 
On  the  evening  of  May  16,  as  I  was  crossing  the  Place  du  Carrousel  to 
go  to  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain,  I  saw  the  Tuileries  illuminated, 
and  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  large  attendance  in  the  ^  Salle  des 
Mar^chaux.'  I  thought  I  was  dreaming.  On  my  asking  at  the  gate 
what  it  was,  I  was  told  that  it  was  a  '  concert,'  to  do  honour  to  the 
recent  success  of  the  army  of  the  Commune  ! 
*  Is  admission  free  ? ' 
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*  No ;  five  francs  for  the  ticket.' 

I  paid  five  francs,  and  got  in.    I  shall  never  forget  the  sight  I 

The  staircase  was  swarming  with  a  few  decently  dressed  people, 
elbowing  ragamuffins  of  eveiy  description,  clad  in  uniforms,  with  three 
or  four  stripes  of  gold  lace  on  their  sleeves  and  k^pis,  and  as  they 
went  upstairs  were  smoking  and  singing.  There  were  many  women, 
some  of  whom  were  pretty,  neatly  and  modestly  dressed,  and  well  be- 
haved. The  concert  had  been  managed  on  an  estrade  in  the  Salle  des 
Mar^chaux.  The  chairs,  sofas,  and  window  curtains,  all  in  red  velvet, 
with  golden  bees,  were  not,  as  might  have  been  expected,  the  object 
of  much  attention.  The  company  were  seated,  and  enjoyed  it  as  if 
the  property  was  their  own.  Flirtation  was  a  matter  of  course,  but 
I  must  say  that  it  was  indulged  in  with  perfect  decorum.  The 
audience  appeared  to  be  pleased  with  the  performance,  and  gave 
unmistakable  signs  of  approval,  followed  in  many  instances  by  the 
roaring  noise  of  the  batteries,  both  of  the  regular  army  and  of  the 
Commune,  which  were  busy  at  work  under  the  very  walls  of  Paris, 
wherein  the  people  were  singing  1 

Although  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  see  all  I  could  of  what 
occurred  in  Paris,  I  could  stand  no  longer  the  distressing  agitation  I 
experienced  at  the  sight  of  the  old  palace  of  the  Tuileries  being 
doomed  to  such  a  disgraceful  desecration.  The  contrast  between  what 
the  palace  was  under  the  Empire  and  what  it  became  under  the 
Commune  was  too  great,  for  me.  not  to  be  made  most  miserable  by  it, 
I  therefore  walked  into  the  garden,  which,  despite  a  few  Venetian 
lights,  was  dark  and  gloomy,  and  I  hurried  out  of  it  by  the  gate  of 
the  rue  de  Eivoli,  where  a  crowd  was  collected  to  see  the  *  swells  * 
coming  out  from  the  '  concert '  I 

Paris  was  speedily  entering  on  the  last  stage  of  its  agony.  The 
army  of  Versailles  had  entered  it  from  diflferent  points.  The  fight 
was  desperate  and  frightful.  Barricades  were  erected  in  almost  every 
street.  Prisoners  on  both  sides  were  shot  in  scores  at  once.  The 
Communists  had  set  fire  to  the  Tuileries,  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance, 
the  Legion  d'Honneur,  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  many  other  buildings.. 
Three  of  the  largest  houses  in  the  rue  Eoyale  were  also  on  fire  ;  the 
one  next  to  mine  was  reduced  to  ashes.  Soldiers  of  the  regular  army 
began  to  make  their  appearance  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Honor&  They 
soon  reached  the  markets  d'Aguesseau  and  of  the  Madeleine. 

(hi  May  23  I  heard  the  bell  of  my  apartment  ring  hurriedly* 
I  opened  the  door,  and  foimd  myself  face  to  face  with  twelve 
Voltigeurs  of  the  regular  army,  conunanded  by  a  lieutenant.  The 
officer  ordered  the  soldiers  to  search  the  apartment,  and  to  shoot 
anyone  wearing  a  uniform.  He  intimated  to  me  that  he  must 
occupy  the  drawing-room  looking  into  the  rue  Royale  for  the  purpose 
of  firing  on  the  insurgents  holding  the  barricade  of  the  Faubourg 
St.  Honur^.  My  wife  was  seated  on  her  sofa.  He  ordered  her  out 
of  the  room ;  she  resisted.    The  officer  had  her  removed  by  force. 

The  soldiers  then  began  firing  on  the  insurgents  from  the  win- 


Digitized  by  Google 


792 


My  Life  in  Paris 


[December 


dows.  The  latter,  seeing  this,  took  possession  of  the  upper  floors  of 
the  houses  facing  mine,  and  fired  on  the  soldiers,  who  were  driven 
from  their  post.  The  officer  withdrew  his  men  from  the  drawing- 
room,  and  asked  for  a  map  of  Paris,  not  knowing  exactly  where  \gt 
was.  I  made  a  friend  of  him  by  pointing  to  my  pictures,  every  one 
of  which  bore  the  sign  of  my  being  a  partisan  of  the  Emperor.  He 
asked  me  whether  I  had  any  wine  to  give  his  soldiers,  who  had  had 
nothing  to  eat  or  drink  since  the  previous  night.  I  ordered  a  distri- 
bution to  them  of  bread  and  wine  in  the  kitchen.  Just  as  I  was 
talking  with  the  officer  in  the  dining-room,  separated  by  a  thin  wall 
from  the  drawing-room,  a  shot  fired  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street  traversed  the  drawing-room,  and,  penetrating  through  the 
lightly  built  partition  of  the  dining-room,  struck  the  officer  in  the 
temple.  The  officer  fell  as  if  shot  dead.  The  soldiers,  hearing  the 
fall  of  the  body,  rushed  into  the  room,  and  at  the  sight  of  their 
commander  seemingly  dead,  seized  me  to  have  me  shot  at  once; 
whereupon  my  servant,  with  great  presence  of  mind,  mixed  some 
vinegar  and  water,  and  by  bathing  with  it  the  temple  of  the  oflSoer, 
brought  him  to  recover  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  raise  his  hand 
and  make  a  sign  to  the  soldiers,  who  had  seized  me  by  both  arms,  to 
keep  quiet.  By  God's  mercy  the  officer  had  only  been  stunned,  not 
by  the  bullet,  but  by  a  piece  of  brick  which  had  been  forced  out  of 
the  wall.  On  the  explanation  given  by  their  officer,  I  was  released, 
but  not  without  some  hesitation,  as  the  soldiers  persisted  in  thinking 
ihe  officer  meant  to  palliate  the  fact  with  a  view  to  save  my  life. 

The  party  of  soldiers  left  my  house  in  the  evening ;  and  after 
-that  the  firing  from  the  insurgents  against  my  windows  increased  to 
such  a  degree,  thajb  everything  I  had  in  the  apartment  was  smashed 
and  destroyed  beyond  hope  of  recovery.  The  front  of  the  house  had 
been  so  much  pulled  down  by  the  incessant  firing,  that  my  bed  could 
be  seen  from  the  street. 

On  the  morning  of  May  25,  as  I  was  searching  for  some  valuable 
papers  amid  the  wreck  of  the  apartment,  two  men  in  plain  clothes 
arrived,  and  ordered  me  to  follow  them  to  the  Prefecture  de  Police, 
which  was  now  temporarily  located  at  the  Ministry  for  Foreign  AflFairs 
on  the  Quai  d'Orsay.  As  we  were  then  completely  imder  military 
rule,  I  was  examined  by  an  officer,  who  asked  me  who  and  what  I 
was,  and  whether  I  had  any  papers.  I  answered  I  had,  but  not 
Icopwing  for  what  purpose  I  was  called  there,  I  had  left  them  at  home. 
■Thereupon  the  two  men  were  ordered  to  take  me  back  in  a  cab,  wid, 
having  taken  possession  of  many  letters  from  the  Emperor  and 
several  others  from  different  people,  gave  me  to  understand,  that  i& 
it  was  possible  I  should  be  detained  for  a  few  days,  I  had  better  make 
Bome  provision  for  my  wife.  I  saw  at  once  that  my  life  was  not 
if7Q^h  much,  whether  shot  or  transported,  as  many  people  quite  as 
iimocent  as  myself  had  been  shot  on  a  simple  suspicion  or  on  a  word 
imprudently  uttered.  It  was  a  reign  of  terror  of  a  new  kind,  of  which 
I  did  not  expect  to  become  a  victim. 
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As  I  was  crossing  the  Place  de  la  Concorde  in  returning  to  the 
Prefecture  I  happened  to  witness  a  most  heartrending  scene.  Half 
a  dozen  soldiers  had  seized  four  fedtr^  on  the  barricade  close  by.  The 
struggle  between  the  former  and  the  latter  was  evidently  for  life  or 
death.  The  soldiers  having  at  last  overcome  the  resistance  of  their 
prisoners,  tried  to  drag  them  to  the  wall  of  the  Ministry  of  Marine  to 
be  shot.  The  poor  wretches  were  imploring  for  life,  and  in  the  hope 
of  some  unexpected  incident  likely  to  come  to  their  rescue,  they  lay 
down  on  the  pavement  and  refused  to  stand  erect.  Seeing  this,  the 
soldiers  shot  them  one  after  another,  while  they  were  on  the  ground. 

Overwhelmed  by  the  distressing  sight  and  my  own  situation,  I 
was  hurried  into  a  large  yard  occupied  by  soldiers,  gendarmes,  and 
marines.  There  were  stables  and  coach-houses  on  the  right  and  left 
crammed  with  prisoners,  some  in  plain  clothes  and  some  in  uniform. 
Sentinels  were  placed  at  the  doors  to  prevent  escape.  We  were  all 
packed  together,  without  the  possibility  of  even  lying  down  on  the  bare 
stones.  Bread  and  water  were  our  only  meal.  On  the  approach  of 
night  we  were  shut  in  like  cattle,  with  the  intimation  that  any  attempt 
to  revolt  or  otherwise  would  be  followed  by  peremptory  execution.  On 
the  26th,  about  6  o'clock  p.m.  ten  soldiers  of  the  G-arde  K^publicaine, 
with  an  officer  at  their  head,  began  calling  by  name  eight  or  ten  pri- 
soners at  the  time  from  one  of  these  places,  and  dragged  them,  God 
knows  where  !  Utter  dejectedness  and  despair  were  depicted  on  every- 
body's face,  especially  of  those  who  had  been  seized  on  the  barricades, 
or  wearing  a  uniform. 

I  formed  part  of  a  batch  of  nine  prisoners,  mostly  in  plain 
clothes.  On  that  day  rain  had  fallen  incessantly.  As  we  were 
following  the  ^  Quai '  which  leads  to  the  Champ  de  Mars,  we  thought 
we  were  going  to  be  shot  mi  masse  without  any  further  delay;  but, 
on  arriving  there,  the  escort  was  ordered  to  take  us  to  the  Caserne 
Dupleix,  which  is  near  to  it.  On  entering  the  barrack  we  met  an 
officer,  who  first  took  our  names,  and  then  had  xis  locked  up  in  a 
room  where  seven  more  prisoners  had  already  been  brought  in.  It 
would  be  too  horrible  and  revolting  to  narrate  the  filth  and  stench 
of  such  a  place,  which  would  have  been  barely  large  enough  for  seven 
or  eight  people — ^we  were  sixteen  I  The  room  was  fitted  with  a  board 
stretching  between  two  walls,  on  which  seven  people  only  could  lie. 
This  was  occupied  by  the  seven  prisoners  we  found  there.  The  con- 
sequence was,  we  were  compelled  either  to  stand  erect  or  to  Ue  on  the 
stones,  which  were  damp  and  dirty.  We  remained  in  this  state  for 
two  full  days. 

On  the  29th  the  scene  changed.  At  seven  in  the  morning  the 
door  of  the  cell  was  opened.  Eight  soldiers  were  drawn  up  out- 
side, in  two  lines  of  four  each  on  both  sides  of  the  entrance.  The 
sergeant  called  out  one  of  the  prisoners  named  Lefevre,  who  wore  the 
uniform  of  the  National  Guard.  The  poor  fellow  stepped  out  between 
the  two  lines  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  door  closed  upon  him.  He  was 
taken  before  the  colonel,  who  was  instrueted  to  examine  the  prisoners. 
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and  had  the  discretionary  power  of  ordering  them  to  be  shot  on  the 
spot  if  they  had  been  made  prisoners  during  the  fight,  or  of  sending 
'them  to  Versailles  to  appear  before  the  Superior  Commission,  by 
which  tribunal  they  were  either  set  at  liberty  or  sentenced  to  transpor- 
tation. 

Poor  Lefevre  was  not  heard  of  again. 

We  thought  we  heard  a  brisk  volley  of  musketry  in  the  large 
square  of  the  barracks,  but  we  had  been  so  accustomed  to  that  sort  of 
noise  for  the  last  few  months,  that  we  paid  no  great  attention  to  it. 
Later  in  the  day  another  prisoner  was  called  in  the  same  way  as  the 
first,  and  he  never  came  back  again !  This  time  the  noise  of  the 
discharge  was  more  distinct,  which  made  us  alive  to  the  imminence  of 
our  fate.  On  the  third  prisoner  being  called  out,  he  refused  to  go. 
Two  soldiers  had  to  take  him  out  by  force.  He  struggled  for  his  Ufe 
desperately.  At  last  he  was  overpowered  and  carried  away.  The 
door  was  shut  again.  We  all  kept  our  breath,  the  better  to  hear  what 
was  going  to  take  place  outside.  We  had  not  long  to  wait.  The 
discharge  of  the  musketry  re-echoed  in  our  cell,  which  caused  within 
it  such  a  scene  of  despondency  and  despair  as  baffles  description. 
We  felt  that  it  was  all  over  with  us.  Next  day  four  more  were 
taken  out  and  executed,  which  reduced  our  number  to  nine.  By 
that  time  we  had  recovered  from  the  first  shock,  and  heeded  little 
what  was  going  to  take  place,  as  every  one  of  us  had  bid  adieu  to  the 
world  and  made  our  peace  with  God. 

On  May  3 1  the  door  was  opened  again,  and  twelve  soldiers  were 
drawn  up  before  it.  We  were  all  ordered  out.  We  thought  we  were 
going  to  be  shot  en  mdsse,  to  make  quicker  work  of  us.  To  our  amaze- 
ment we  saw  a  large  column  of  about  four  hundred  prisoners,  four  abreast, 
between  two  lines  of  grenadiers.  Evidently,  we  were  intended  to 
form  the  last  contingent  to  it.  The  soldiers  having  been  drawn  in 
two  long  lines  on  both  sides  of  the  colunm,  an  officer  drew  his  sword, 
and  having  lifted  himself  up  on  a  large  wine  hogshead  to  make  him- 
self well  heard  and  understood  by  all,  cried  in  a  loud  voice :  ^  Soldiers ! 
load  arms  ! '  This  being  done,  he  added,  ^  Fire  on  any  prisoner  who 
attempts  to  revolt  or  escape  1 '  We  then  took  the  direction  of  the 
Western  Bailway  (rive  gauche)  on  the  Boulevard  Mont  Pamasse,  and 
having  been  crammed  into  goods  vans  and  cattle  trucks  with  scarcely 
room  to  breathe,  we  reached  Versailles  at  about  3  o'clock  p.m.,  where 
we  foimd  a  fresh  detachment  of  soldiers,  who  escorted  the  column  to 
the  Artillery  depot  at  Satory.  The  column  marched  in  and  halted. 
The  gates  were  immediately  shut  upon  us.  I  happened  to  be  the 
first  of  the  last  four  prisoners  of  the  column,  and  to  have  been  by  this 
circumstance  within  three  or  four  yaixis  only  of  the  commander  of  the 
place,  who  stood  looking  at  the  prisoners  with  his  arms  folded,  and 
with  two  officers  beside  him.  I  saw  him  staring  at  me,  which  I  attri- 
buted to  my  being  the  better  dressed  man  of  the  lot.  Presently  he 
walked  slowly  up  to  me,  and,  measuring  me  from  head  to  foot  with 
what  I  took  to  be  a  diabolical  sneer,  said :  ^  Oh !  oh  I  the  L^on  of 
Honour !    You  got  it  on  the  barricade,  I  suppose !'    As  I  did  not 
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know  what  he  meant,  I  made  no  answer,  when  of  a  sudden  I  felt  a 
pull  at  my  coat.  As  quick  as  thought  I  brought  my  hand  on  it  and 
got  hold  of  his  firmly,  as  he  was  trying  to  snatch  lie  red  ribbon  of 
the  Legion  of  Honour  from  my  breast,  which,  in  my  agitated  state  of 
mind,  I  was  not  aware  I  had  on. 

^  You  may  shoot  me  at  once,  captain,'  said  I,  ^  but  you  shall  not 
wrest  the  ribbon  from  me.' 

*  Where  did  you  get  it  ? ' 

*  The  President  of  the  Republic,  Prince  Louis  Napoleon,  gave  it 
to  me.' 

*When?' 

'On  September  23,  1853.' 

'  How  is  it  then  that  you  were  arrested  ?  Was  it  on  a  barricade?' 

'  No,  captain — in  my  own  apartment — it  is  not  likely  that  I 
should  fight  for  the  (Commune  after  being  a  devoted  Mend  of  the 
Emperor  for  forty  years.' 

*  Your  name  ? '  • 

The  captain  looked  at  me  again,  and  having  joined  the  two 
officers,  to  whom  he  seemed  to  relate  what  had  passed,  turned  roimd, 
and  in  a  loud  voice  said  to  me,  *  Come  out  of  the  ranks  1 '  Then, 
seeing  a  gendarme  close  by,  said,  '  Do  not  lose  sight  of  this  prisoner.' 

The  officer  who  was  in  command  of  the  escort  was  sent  for, 
and  I  saw  distinctly  a  mark  being  made  on  a  large  sheet  of  paper 
which  he  produced,  containing  the  names  of  all  the  prisoners  under 
his  guard.  The  column  was  divided  into  several  batches  of  twelve, 
foiurteen,  and  twenty-four  men,  which  were  confined  in  diflferent 
parts  of  the  place. 

On  the  column  being  dispersed,  the  captain  requested  me  to 
follow  him  to  a  small  bidding  close  by  the  entrance-door,  which  I 
found  to  be  his  office.  Hearing  that  I  had  not  tasted  any  food  for 
several  days  save  bread  and  water,  he  ordered  some  refreshment  to 
be  brought  at  once,  and  with  great  kindness  questioned  me  on  my 
past  and  present  position. 

He  inquired  whether  I  knew  anyone  at  Versailles  to  whom  I  could 
write  and  refer  to.  I  named  Mons.  Grevy  (the  present  President  of 
the  Eepublic),  who  had  been  my  legal  adviser  for  several  years,  as  the 
only  man  whom  I  was  sure  was  at  Versailles.  He  made  me  write  to 
half  a  dozen  old  friends  on  bits  of  paper,  which  had  little  or  no 
chance  of  being  delivered,  as  there  was  no  post  at  that  time.  I  spent 
two  days  in  a  little  room  of  the  office,  with  a  guard  at  my  door.  I 
had  a  good  bed  of  straw  and  tolerably  good  food.  The  hope  of  being 
set  at  liberty  flashed  through  my  mind,  but  it  was  of  short  duration. 
An  order  came  to  send  to  Versailles  all  the  prisoners  who  had 
arrived  two  days  before.  The  captain  came  to  me  and  expressed 
his  deep  regret  at  being  unable  to  do  more  for  me.  I  joined  the 
column  such  as  it  was  before,  and  we  walked  to  Versailles,  where  we 
were  shut  up  in  the  '  Caves  du  Eoi,'  forty-five  steps  below  the  level 
of  the  ground,  to  share  the  fate  of  two  hundred  more  prisoners  who 
happened  to  be  the  scum  of  the  insurrection. 
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The  place  was  damp  and  dark,  as  all  cellars  are.  The  only  light 
that  came  in  was  through  a  sort  of  vent  hole,  some  eight  or  ten  feet 
from  the  ground  and  on  a  level  with  the  street.  The  cellars  had 
packed  straw,  six  inches  deep,  spread  all  over.  It  was  the  same  straw 
which  had  served  the  Prussians  during  their  stay  at  Versailles,  and 
it  had  been  so  long  trampled  upon,  that  it  was  more  like  dung  than 
anything  else.  One  may  easily  imagine  what  this  horrible  [dace 
looked  like  with  six  hundred  men  in  it,  whose  state  of  cleanliness  was 
not  of  the  first  description  !  Every  morning  we  were  obliged  to  go  into 
a  yard  close  by,  six  or  seven  at  a  time,  to  wash  in  a  stone  trough,  and 
fetch  our  loaf  of  bread  and  jug  of  water  sufficient  for  our  daily  meals. 
We  were  packed  so  close  together,  that  the  torture  we  went  through, 
in  the  night  especially,  was  beyond  endiurance. 

This  state  of  things  had  already  lasted  ten  days.  No  news  had  as 
yet  reached  me  from  the  diflFerent  persons  to  whom  I  had  written  the 
few  scraps  of  paper  from  Satory.  It  was  evident  that  not  one  of  them 
had  been  delivered.  Transportation  was  the  only  mild  form  of  the 
jinole  I  saw  looming  in  the  distance  for  me. 

On  Jime  9,  as  I  was  lying  down  in  the  fourth  cellar  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  entrance-door,  I  heard  my  name  flashing  from  one 
prisoner  to  another,  as  if  I  was  asked  for.  I  got  up.  '  You  are  wanted,' 
said  my  companion  (I  had  already  made  a  fnmd  in  that  horrible 
place).  I  went  to  the  stairs  to  inquire.  A  non-commissioned  officer 
a«ked  my  name,  and  requested  me  to  follow  him.  I  was  brought 
before  a  superior  officer.  Colonel  Gaillard,  who  questioned  me  ¥dth 
the  greatest  kindness,  and  expressed  great  surprise  at  my  having  been 
arrested  without  any  reason  whatever.  '  Besides,'  said  he,  *  the 
papers  seized  in  your  apartment  are  sufficient  evidence  of  your 
political  bent  of  mind,  to  discard  any  idea  of  your  ever  being  a  Com- 
munist. You  shall  be  set  at  liberty  in  a  day  or  two.  Meanwhile 
you  will  be  escorted  by  two  guards  to  Satory,  to  enter  the  infirmary, 
while  the  formalities  are  completed  for  your  prompt  release.' 

On  June  1 5  I  was  set  at  liberty,  by  an  order  signed  by  Colonel 
Oaillard.  I  could  not  account  for  this  change  in  my  position,  which, 
considering  the  thousands  of  prisoners  they  had  to  deal  with,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  rather  exceptional,  from  the  readiness  with  which  it  was 
-eflfected.  It  must  have  been,  I  concluded,  that  one  of  the  scraps  of 
paper  on  which  I  wrote  firom  the  Artillery  Depot  to  several  friends  at 
Versailles,  has  reached  its  destination ;  and  so  it  was.  One  of  these 
on  which  I  had  written  ^  Je  suis  prisonnier  dans  les  Caves  du  Roi ' 
had  been  handed  to  a  soldier.  The  paper  was  addressed  to  Mrs.  W., 
an  English  lady,  with  whom  I  had  been  acquainted  for  many  years 
when  I  was  in  England  with  my  wife,  and  who  was  at  that  time 
residing  with  her  family  at  Versailles. 

Mrs.  W.  had  been  a  providence  to  all  the  poor  people  who  had  had 
their  homes,  pillaged  and  burned  by  the  Prussians,  and  who  received 
&om  her  all  she  could  dispose  of  to  alleviate  their  misery.  Blankets, 
(dothesy  food,  and  money  were  generously  distributed  by  this  really 
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charitable  lady  to  a  large  number  of  the  yictims  of  the  war.  At  last 
the  demands  for  assistance  became  so  numerous,  that  Mrs.  W.  found 
it  impossible  to  meet  them  any  longer.  Her  charity  was  taxed  to  the 
utmost,  and,  wishing  to  put  a  check  to  it,  she  ordered  the  entrance-gate 
of  the  house  to  be  kept  closed.  The  boy,  bearer  of  my  note,  rang  the 
bell,  and  showed  the  paper  he  held  in  his  hand.  The  servant  who 
answered  the  bell,  thinking  it  was  to  ask  assistance,  refused  to  take 
the  paper,  and  sent  him  away.  Undaimted  by  this  cold  reception, 
he  came  the  day  following,  but  with  no  better  result.  He  ventured  a 
third  time  to  come  to  the  gate,  when  another  servant  having  followed 
the  first,  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  take  the  paper  through  the  raik 
of  the  gate,  and,  having  read  it,  ran  to  the  house,  and  gave  it  to  Mrs.  • 
W.,  who  immediately  called  on  the  Italian  Ambassador,  his  Excellency 
the  Chevalier  Nigra,  who  took  the  necessary  steps  to  obtaiii  my  r^ease. 
Mrs.  W.,  on  her  side,  was  indefatigable  iii  her  exertions,  and,  thanks  to 
her  and  to  the  Chevalier  Nigra,  to  whom  I  shall  ever  feel  grateful  for 
the  sympathy  and  great  interest  he  took  in  my  position,  I  recovered 
my  liberty. 

I  was  completely  in  the  dark  with  reference  to  what  had  taken 
place  during  my  imprisonment.  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of  it  only 
the  day  before  I  left  the  infirmary,  by  receiving  a  letter  from  Mrs.  W. 
conveying  to  me  the  glad  news,  and  forwarding,  at  the  same  time, 
clothes,  Unen,  and  other  necessaries.  I  was  also  indebted  to  her  for 
*the  care  fihe  took  of  me  during  my  illness.  Low  fever  was  the  con- 
sequence of  the  foul  air  I  had  breathed  so  long  in  the  cellars,  and 
wMch,  from  tihe  exhausted  state  I  was  in,  made  me  an  invalid  fcH* 
«ome  weeks. 

Anyone  perusing  these  pages  will  wonder  at  my  having  been  arrested 
in  such  a  manner  and  without  apparent  reason.  There  was,  however, 
-a' special  reason  for  my  arrest,  connected  with  private  circumstances 
no  longer  now  of  any  consequence,  and  which  it  is  therefore  unneces^ 
€aty  to  ex]f>laiii.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  have  given  an  unvarnished 
^account  of  the  sufferings  I  endured  durii^  those  terrible  days,  and  to 
have  enabled  the  reader^  I  hope,  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  what  Paris 
ceally  was  during  the  Commune^ 
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Homeric  Mythology  and  Religion. 

A  Beplt  to  Mb.  Gladstone. 

IN  his  recent  paper  on  ^Tbe  Olympian  System  vermis  the  Solar 
Theory,'^  Mr.  Gladstone  has  again  started  some  serious  and 
most  important  questions,  which  he  had  treated  elaborately  in  his 

*  Homeric  Studies,'  and  at  less  length  in  his  ^  Juventus  Mundi.'  In 
this  paper  he  contends  that  the  Oljmapian  hierarchy,  as  exhibited  in 
the  '  Iliad '  and  ^  Odyssey,'  is  the  restdt  of  a  deliberate  revolt  against 
an  elemental  or  natiu'e-worship,  which  had  prevailed  in  ages  probably 
long  preceding  the  times  in  which  those  poems  took  shape;  that 
the  gods  of  this  hierarchy  are  strictly  anthropomorphic,  or,  as  he 
prefers  to  call  them,  theanthropic ;  that  elemental  or  nature-wor- 
ship, consequently,  did  not  prevail  amongst  the  Achaian  Greeks, 
and  that  the  Olympian  scheme  of  the  'Iliad'  and  *  Odyssey'  *  seems  to 
bear  the  marks  of  careful  provision  for  its  exclusion,'  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  poets  refused  persistently  to  allow  '  the  vital  associa- 
tion of  deity  with  matter  in  any  other  form  than  that  of  a  h^unan 
body.'  The  Vedic  Agni,  who  is  the  child  of  two  sticks  rubbed 
together,  who  comes  into  the  world  puny  and  deformed,  amidst 
wreaths  of  smoke,  but  soon  acquires  a  terrible  power  by  devouring  all 
that  lies  in  his  path,  and  dies  when  his  food  fails  him,  is  an  elemental 
deity.  The  Zeus  who  sits  enthroned  on  Olympus  surrounded 
by  his  celestial  council,  and  sharing  the  mirth  and  jollity  of  their 
feasts,  is  an  anthropomorphic  god,  whose  character  may  therefore  be 
easily  understood  by  men,  and  with  whom  they  may  readUy  hold 
communion.  Such  at  least  would  seem  to  be  Mx.  Gladstone's 
meaning,  for  he  adds,  'that  under  the  scheme  of  nature-worship 
the  personality  is  wesik,  and  deity  is  a  thing  £bu:  off;  under  tte 
influence  of  anthropomorphism,  both  for  go^  and  for  evil,  it  is 
near,  and  personal  relations  may  readily  be  constituted  between  God 
and  man.' 

This  anthropomorphic  character  of  the  gods  of  the  '  Iliad'  and  the 

*  Odyssey '  completely  puts  out  of  court,  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  judgment, 
the  theory  which  asserts  that  the  conceptions  of  all  these  deities 
were  at  the  outset  obtained  from  impressions  left  on  the  mind  by 
the  phenomena  of  the  outward  world,  this  theory  being  called  (not 
very  fairly  or  justly,  perhaps)  the  Solar  Theory.  If  we  confine  our- 
selves to  what  has  been  said  thus  far,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  why  this 
should  be  so.  It  is  not  even  easy  to  perceive  that  between  this 
theory  and  that  of  Mr.  Gladstone  there  is  any  real  or  necessary 
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antagonism.  The  Apollo  and  Ath^ng  of  the  *  Iliad '  and  '  Odyssey  * 
are  undoubtedly  beings  with  human  bodies,  who  speak  and  act  in 
some  sort  like  human  beings,  and  exhibit  the  working  of  human 
feelings  and  passions.  But  if  the  essence  of  the  anthropomorphic 
idea  lies  in  the  power  of  appealing  to  or  exciting  human  sympathy, 
then  this  anthropomorphic  or  humanitarian  character  belongs  to 
many  other  deities  or  beings  whoee  claim  to  it  is  rejected  by  Mr. 
Crladstone.  Among  these  is  Dem^ter,  who,  we  are  told,  'is  but  a 
sleeping  partner  in  the  thearchy,  and  has  no  practical  share  what- 
ever in  the  conduct  of  affairs.'  This  remark  applies  to  her  only  as 
she  is  spoken  of  in  the  *  Iliad,'  or  the  '  Odyssey  and  those  who  may 
not  be  acquainted  with  the  further  conclusions  maintained  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  might  be  tempted  to  ask  why  the  Achaian  conception 
of  DemStSr  should  be  gathered  from  those  two  poems  only.  If 
in  these  we  read  little  about  it,  we  have  an  exquisite  picture 
of  the  mourning  mother  and  her  beautiful  child  in  the  so-called 
Homeric  hymn — a  picture  in  which  the  relation  of  marvels  and 
wonders  nowhere  interferes  with  the  current  of  genuine  human 
feeling,  and  of  human  feeling  for  the  most  part  in  its  tenderest 
and  most  attractive  forms.  From  the  moment  when  the  bright 
maiden  is  dragged  away  by  the  chariot  of  Hades  from  the  plains 
of  Enna  to  the  hour  when  the  bitter  grief  of  the  mother  is  changed 
into  radiant  joy  by  the  sight  of  her  child  at  the  trysting-place 
Eleusis,  the  whole  hymn  appeals  to  our  common  human  feeling  with 
a  force  altogether  beyond  that  of  the  ordinary  records  of  Olympian 
doings  in  the  *  Iliad '  or  the  '  Odyssey.'  The  story  exhibits,  it  is  true, 
a  chain  of  cause  and  effect  which  lies  beyond  the  range  of  ordinary 
human  experience.  The  sun  and  moon  are  actors  or  speakers  in 
the  great  drama ;  the  grieving  mother  is  a  being  who  can  appear 
before  Zeus  in  Olympus  as  a  peer  of  his  celestial  hierarchy ;  and 
of  her  sorrow  all  living  things  are  partakers.  But  while,  even  for 
Achaians,  the  tale  must  have  been  transparent,  although  even  for 
them  the  goddess  must  have  been  the  image  of  the  earth  refusing 
to  yield  its  fruits  while  her  summer-child  is  in  the  deadly  abode  of 
winter,  there  was  nothing  in  it  to  check  the  warm  current  of  purely 
human  feeling  in  them,  Uiere  is  nothing  to  chill  it  in  us.  The  form 
bowed  down  in  sorrow  by  the  side  of  the  fountain,  the  gentle  tenderness 
of  the  daughters  of  Keleos,  the  matronly  dignity  of  Metaneira,  are  not 
rendered  less  himian,  and  excite  our  sympathy  none  the  less,  because 
we  see  the  child  Demophoon  plunged  daily  into  his  bath  of  fire,  or 
because  the  eating  of  the  pomegranate  by  the  maiden  must  be 
followed  by  her  return  to  the  land  of  shadows.  Hermes,  again,  in  the 
*  Odyssey,'  is  a  purely  anthropomorphic  god,  whose  acts  and  words  are 
marked  by  great  gravity  and  decorum ;  but  Hermes  is  also  the  hero 
of  the  hymn,  and  it  may  fairly  be  asked  on  what  grounds  we  are  jus- 
tified in  asserting  that  the  poet  of  the  *  Odyssey '  knew  nothing  of 
the  story  embodied  in  that  hjman.  There,  too,  the  interest  is  human 
throughout ;  but  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  believe  that  the 
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hymn-writer  had  not  some  consciousness  of  the  materials  with  whidi 
he  was  dealing.  His  birth  in  the  morning,  his  soft  harping  at  mid^ 
day,  the  huge  strides  with  which  in  the  evening  he  hmries  after  the 
cattle  of  Phoebus,  the  grinding  of  the  forest  branches  until  they  buret 
into  flame,  the  sacrifice  which  Hermes  prepares,  but  of  wMch  he 
cannot  taste,  though  sorely  pressed  by  hunger,  the  wearied  steps  with 
which  he  returns  to  his  cradle,  passing  tlu'ough  tiie  opening  of  the 
bolt '  like  the  sigh  of  a  summer  breeze  or  mist  on  a  hillside,'  must, 
with  all  the  other  incidents  of  the  tradition,  have  taught  the  poet  that 
the  mysterious  being  who  was  to  bear  for  ever  the  title  of  the  master- 
thief  was  the  wind  which  drives  the  clouds  of  Phoebus  across  the 
heaven,  which  takes  counsel  with  the  Thriai  in  the  coverts  of  the 
mountain  glens,  and  who  receives  from  the  sun-god  the  solemn  charge 
which  makes  him  the  guide  of  human  souls  to  Hades.  Of  this  won- 
derful story,  which  has  delighted  the  East  and  the  West  for  hundreds 
or  thousands  of  years,  we  hear  nothing  in  the  *  Odyssey,'  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  poet  had  no  motive  for  introducing  it.  Like  the 
*  Hiad,'  the  '  Odyssey '  is  a  poem  dealing  with  only  a  few  of  the  inci- 
dents connected  with  or  arising  out  of  the  war  of  Troy.  Scant  refer- 
ences or  allusions  attest  his  knowledge  of  a  vast  number  of  other 
incidents  or  traditions  which  did  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  his 
plan,  nor  have  we,  seemingly,  anything  in  the  poem  to  show  that 
he  wished  to  assign  a  different  origin  to  the  messenger  of  Zeos. 
Whether  before  he  put  on  his  human  form  Hermes  was  ever  wcmv 
dapped  by  the  fore&thers  of  the  Achaians  as  the  wind,  is  a  distind) 
question,  which  it  is,  perhaps,  not  very  necessary  to  answer,  for  we 
may  fairly  doubt  whether  any  worship  was  ever  offered  to  any  ele- 
mental god  unless  some  idea  of  the  bodily  form  of  that  deity  was 
present  to  the  mind  of  the  worshipper.  In  most  cases  the  two 
thoughts  would  probably  be  blended  in  a  way  which  would  almost 
defy  analysis ;  and  such  a  blending  we  may  notice  especially  in  the 
idea  of  Ushas  as  we  have  it  in  the  hymns  of  the  Rig  Veda.  Nothing 
is  more  certain  than  that  for  the  writers  of  those  hymns  Ushas  was  the 
dawn  which  each  morning  spread  her  rosy  flush  across  the  heaven, 
which  revealed  the  bright  cows  which  feed  in  the  pastures  of  the 
sky,  and  which,  in  the  long  series  of  her  visits,  brings  to  all  living 
things  old  age,  decay,  and  death.  But  the  warm  and  genuine  feeling 
of  human  affection  with  which  she  was  regarded  is  not  less  beyond 
all  doubt. 

'  She  shines  upon  us  like  a  young  wife,  rousing  every  living  being 
to  go  to  his  work.  She  rose  up,  spreading  far  and  wide :  moving 
towards  everyone,  she  grew  in  brightness,  wearing  the  brilliant  gar- 
ment. The  mother  of  the  cows,  the  leader  of  the  dogs,  she  shone 
gold-coloured,  lovely  to  behold.  Thou,  who  art  a  blessing  when  thou 
art  near,  drive  far  away  the  unfriendly.  Shine  for  us  with  thy  best  rays, 
thou  bright  Dawn.  Thou  who  lengthenest  our  life,  thou  the  love  of  all.' 

Ushas,  in  short,  is  Urvasi,  the  wide-spreading,  the  beautiful  maiden, 
who  is  the  forerunner,  the  mother,  the  sister  or  the  wife,  of  tie 
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brilliant  sun-god,  whom,  nevertheless,  she  must  not  look  upon  in  his 
unclothed  splendour,  or  who  can  tarry  with  his  bride  only  during  the 
time  of  twilight.    It  is  the  simple  framework  of  the  touching  story 
of  Eros  and  Psyche,  and  the  framework  also  of  the  tale,  perhaps  even 
more  touching,  of  Urvasi  and  Pnrtbravas  in  the  beautifril  drama  of 
Kalidasa.    If  it  be  said  that  the  story  of  their  loves  is  to  the  later 
poet  a  story  simply  of  human  joy  and  sorrow,  of  the  origin  of  which 
he  had  not  the  fidntest  suspicion,  the  position  is  one  which  we  need 
not  greatly  care  to  disturb,  although  much  of  the  language  of  Kalidasa, 
Hke  that  of  the  poets  of  the  ^  Iliad '  and  the  '  Odyssey,'  would 
seem  to  warrant  a  different  conclusion.    It  seems  well  nigh  impossible 
to  suppose  that  the  author  of  the  Hymn  to  Hermes  was  wholly 
nnaware  of  the  nature  of  the  god  whose  story  he  was  telling.  Leave, 
out  all  names,  and  put  the  tale  before  a  child  in  the  form  of  a  riddle, 
asking  him  who  it  is  that  sings  sweetly  when  he  is  bom,  that  stalks 
with  giant  strides  when  only  a  few  hours  old  over  mountain  and 
moor,  dashing  the  trees  of  the  forest  together  till  their  branches  burst 
into  flame,  roasting  meat  which  he  cannot  eat  though  he  longs  to  do 
so,  and  when  tired  of  doing  mischief  steals  back  wearily  to  his  cave 
and  lies  down  to  sleep  like  an  infsmt  in  his  cradle.    The  child  will 
readily  answer,  *  It  is  the  wind ; '  and  with  this  key  he  will  be  able  to 
unlock  the  legend  of  Orpheus,  who  could  by  his  voice  charm  the 
Argo  into  the  water  when  the  efforts  of  the  heroes  were  powerless 
to  stir  it,  and  whose  harping  stirred  trees  and  rocks  into  motion. 
He  will  see  the  same  legend  in  another  form  in  the  soft  whisperings 
of  Pan,  whose  gentle  pipings  wake  the  slumbering  echoes  at  the  same 
mom^t  on  the  mountain  top  and  in  the  hidden  glen ;  and  in  the 
song  of  Hermes,  which  sounded  sweeter  in  the  ears  of  Phoebus  than 
any  strain  ever  heard  in  the  halls  of  Olympus,  he  will  recognise  the 
magic  melody  of  the  piper  of  Hameln,  which  drew  the  happy  troop  of 
children  to  the  paradise  which  they  saw  fiu*  down  in  the  depths  of  the 
blue  river.    Of  these  beings  some  might  be  the  objects  of  a  greater 
or  a  lesser  worship,  and  they  might  be  so  to  a  people  who  had 
acquired  a  marked  dislike  for  deities  of  a  nakedly  elemental  character, 
and  whose  object  it  was  to  invest  them,  so  far  as  might  be  possible, 
with  an  exclusively  human  personality ;  but  this  would  not  make  the 
origin  of  the  idea  from  which  these  beings  had  taken  shape  to  be 
anything  but  what  it  was.    Their  anthropomorphic  or  humanitarian 
character  had  arisen  from  conceptions  suggested  by  the  sights  or 
sounds  of  the  outward  world ;  and  the  evidence  of  the  change,  although 
it  might  be  placed  in  the  background,  could  not  be  obliterated. 

If  it  be  asserted  that  this  remark  applies  to  all  the  members  of 
the  Olympian  hierarchy,  this  is  scarcely  equivalent  to  the  allegation 
that  they  are  only  ^nature-powers  in  disguise.'  A  disguise  is  a 
pretence  or  veil,  assumed  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  by  hiding  or 
altering  features  which  woidd  betray  the  true  facts.  Here  the  trans- 
formation was  real,  and  by  the  tradition  of  generations  the  poet  had 
learnt  to  think  of  the  Olympian,  not  less  and  perhaps  not  more  than 
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of  other,  deities,  as  of  beings  in  human  form  and  swayed  by  human 
appetites  and  passions.    But  the  old  ideas  had  not  be^n  rooted  out, 
and  could  sometimes  show  clear  signs  of  their  presence.    Even  in  tiie 
^  Iliad '  pieces  of  meat  may  be  roasted  over  Hephaistos,  who  is  here  the 
elemental  fire  as  strictly  as  is  Agni  in  any  of  the  hymns  of  the 
Rig  Veda.   The  influence  of  these  ideas  in  the  descriptions  given  of 
Zeus  himself  in  the  'Iliad'  is  manifest  enough.  Mr. Gladstone,  indeed, 
admits  that  2ieus  is '  the  ruler  of  a  nature-sphere,  the  great  air- 
region  ; '  but  he  contends  that  his  relation  to  it  is  that  of  a  ruler  only, 
adding  that '  if  the  original  meaning  of  his  name  be  the  material 
heaven,  we  are  no  more  justified  in  determining  herefrom  that  the 
Achaian  Grreeks  worshipped  that  material  heaven  than  we  should 
be  justified  in  holding  that  because  a  divine  object  is  worshipped 
under  the  name  apiiritvs  in  Latin  and  pneuma  in  Greek,  therefore 
the  material  thing  we  call  breath  was  ever  the  object  of  adora* 
tion.'    We  need  make  no  such  assertion  with  reference  to  the 
worship  of  the  Achaian  Greeks;  but  we  may  note  that  Pan  and 
Favonius  are,  if  such  phrases   must  be  used,  humanised  embodi- 
ments of  the  air  which   breathes  through  the    sky.  Whether 
the  embodiment  thus  obtained  becomes  an  object  of  adoration  is 
quite  a  secondary  question.    The  result  might  or  might  not  be  such; 
the  main  point  to  be  determined  is  the  originating  idea.    But  when 
we  say  that  the  relation  of  Zeus  to  the  material  heaven  is  that  of  a 
ruler,  we  say  of  him  only  what  may  be  said  with  not  less  truth  of 
the  Vedic  Dyaus.    His  character  is  still  so  far  in  harmony  with  the 
old  conception,  that  he  must  remain  in  the  region  of  which  he  is  the 
king.    The  other  gods  can  visit  the  earth  and  take  part  in  the 
quarrels  of  mortal  men  :  he  alone  descends  not  from  the  clear  heaven, 
whence  he  looks  down  on  all  that  is  being  done  beneath  him ;  and 
when  the  last  hour  of  Sarpedon  is  come,  his  grief  takes  the  form  of 
rain,  which  falls  in  blood-red  drops  upon  the  earth.    In  the  multi- 
plying of  his  loves,  we  have  the  fertilising  power  of  the  heaven,  and  in 
legends  like  that  of  Danae  the  mode  by  which  his  will  is  accom- 
plished points  to  the  action  of  light  upon  the  outward  world.    As  in 
the  Vedic  hymn  Aditi  is  praised  as  at  once  *  father,  mother,  and  son,' 
so  is  Zeus  both  the  brother  and  the  husband,  and  his  own  daughters 
through  many  generations  become  the  mothers  of  his  children.  This 
is  the  language,  not  of  a  poet  who  is  determined  to  keep  out  of  sight, 
or  to  get  rid  of,  the  elemental  origin  and  characteristics  pf  his  gods,  but 
of  one  whose  expressions  are  influenced,  perhaps  without  his  knowing 
it,  by  the  thoughts  and  ideas  of  earlier  ages  which  had  not  learnt  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  the  visible  heaven  and  the  deity  who 
dwelt  within  it. 

Still  less  equivocal  is  the  parentage  of  Phoebus  Apollo,  the  glorious 
god,  whose  locks  are  never  shorn,  who  is  born  in  Delos,  the  land  of 
light,  and  rules  in  Lykia,  another  land  of  h^hf^  through  which  flows 
the  golden  stream  of  Xant  hos.  I  Unscathed  himself,  he  is  tha  destroyer 
of  the  dragon,  the  rotting  of  whose  body  in  the  sun  is  said  to  have 
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suggested  the  name  of  his  Pythian  sanctuary ;  but  as  the  dragon- 
slayer,  he  is  simply  one  of  a  large  band  of  gods  and  heroes.  He  does  no 
more  than  what  is  done  by  Cadmus  or  Herakles,  Theseus  or  CEdipus ; 
nor  is  the  battle  described  with  the  wealth  of  incident  which  is 
lavished  on  the  great  conflict  between  Indra  and  the  throttling  snake 
Ahi.  These  dr^ons,  which  cannot  harm  their  conquerors,  are  all, 
it  must  be  remembered,  beings  who  shut  up  the  waters  needed  to 
refresh  the  thirsting  earth,  and  their  death  is  followed  at  once  by  the 
outpouring  of  the  life-giving  flood.  Even  in  the  case  of  the  Hydra, 
slain  by  Herakles,  the  connexion  of  the  monster  with  water  is  mani- 
fest. Until  the  main  source  which  feeds  the  multitude  of  springs  in 
marshy  or  swampy  land  is  dried  up,  the  attempt  to  cut  off  these 
lesser  rivulets  is  vain.  But  for  the  general  character  of  Apollo,  the 
appeal  must  lie  to  the  hymns  which  embody  the  traditions  of  the 
Delian  and  Delphian  god ;  and  as  in  the  case  of  Hermes,  we  may  ask 
why  this  appeal  should  not  be  allowed?  Unquestionably,  its  mean- 
ing would  even  to  a  child  be  not  less  obvious  than  that  of  the  hymn 
to  Hermes.  If  his  mother  Leto  is,  in  Mr.  Grladstone's  words,  *  wholly 
functionless,  wholly  inactive,'  and  *  without  a  purpose,'  except  in  so 
far  as  she  is  the  mother  of  Phoebus,  so  also  is  the  Night  which  is  the 
parent  of  the  day  or  of  the  god  who  banishes  the  darkness.  It  was, 
in  fact,  impossible  that  the  original  idea  could  be  developed  into  a 
much  more  definite  personality. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  fairly  questioned  whether  an  Olympian 
system,  to  be  found  in  the  *  Iliad '  and  *  Odyssey '  exclusively,  has  any 
existence.  Regarding  these  poems  without  any  pre-conceived  theories 
as  to  the  time  or  the  mode  in  which  they  grew  up,  we  have  in  them 
the  narrative  of  certain  incidents  in  a  well-known  struggle  in  which 
certain  superhuman  beings  take  their  part.  These  beings  are,  in  their 
general  character,  anthropomorphic,  or  theanthropic,  or  humanitarian, 
for  all  these  words  may  be  needed  to  express  the  desired  meaning ; 
but  in  each  of  them  there  are  features  which  point  unmistakably 
to  the  ideas  of  earlier  times,  when  men  were  content  to  express  the 
feelings  awakened  in  them  by  the  objects  or  phenomena  of  the  outward 
world.  This  is  a  change  which  was  not  confined  to  the  mjrthology  of 
the  Achaian  people ;  we  find  it  carried  out  to  a  large  extent  in  that 
of  the  Rig  Veda ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  discern  qjiy  radical  difference 
between  the  Olympian  gods  as  portrayed  in  the  *  Iliad '  and  '  Odyssey,' 
and  the  same  gods  as  they  appear  in  the  works  of  the  great  lyric  and 
dramatic  poets  of  ancient  Greece,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  in  certain 
features  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  priority  in  point  of  time 
belongs  to  the  latter  rather  than  to  the  former.  In  his  *  Homeric 
Studies,'  jVIr.  Gladstone  laid  great  stress  on  the  degradation  of  certain 
actors  in  the  '  Iliad '  and '  Odyssey '  as  they  appear  in  Greek  lyric  poems 
and  dramas.  Thus,  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  Odysseus  become 
mere  selfish  cunning  and  trickiness,  and  the  Helen  who  is  more 
sinned  against  than  sinning,  and  is  restored  to  her  home  par- 
doned, and  even  glorified,  appears  as  the  bane  of  ail  amongst  whom 
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she  is  thrown.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  pictures  of  these  actors  are 
in  the  *Iliad'  and  'Odyssey'  more  graceful,  refined  and  attractive;  but 
in  the  order  of  thought  these  are  always  of  later  than  of  earlier 
growth,  and  the  arguments  based  on  their  greater  antiquity  may 
easily  be  reversed.  The  question  then  is  whether  we  have  any 
grounds  for  drawing  a  distinction  between  what  is  called  Homeric 
and  post-Homeric  mythology.  Mr.  Gladstone  draws  this  distinction 
'  broad  and  deep,'  and  deduces  from  it  some  very  momentous  con- 
clusions ;  but  before  our  submission  to  these  conclusions  can  be  fairly 
demanded,  we  must  first  ask  what  is  meant  by  Homer,  and  why, 
if  this  title  is  to  be  restricted  to  the  'Iliad'  and  'Odyssey,'  this 
limitation  should  be  made.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  here  into  the 
Homeric  controversy,  because  the  characteristics  of  the  Olympian  or 
Homeric  hierarchy  are,  as  we  have  seen,  far  more  easily  explahied  by 
referring  them  to  the  forms  of  thought  and  speech  prevalent  in  the 
mythopoeic  ages  than  to  any  other  causes.  But  we  may  feirly  demur  to 
speculations  which  take  it  for  granted  that  our  'Iliad'  and  'Odyssey' 
constitute  the  Homer  of  Solon  and  Peisistratos,  of  the  lyric  and  tragic 
poets,  of  Herodotus  and  Thucydides.  The  evidence  at  our  command 
seems  all  to  point  in  another  direction,  and  this  evidence  is  derived  fit>m 
the  whole  character  of  the  Grreek  lyric  and  tragic  poetry,  and  of  the 
illustrations  of  Greek  myths  to  be  seen  on  the  vase  paintings.  In  a 
still  higher  degree,  perhaps,  it  is  furnished  by  the  poems  themselves, 
which  from  beginning  to  end  assume  in  their  heaven  a  fiEtmiliar 
knowledge  with  a  multitude  of  incidents  and  mythical  traditions,  to 
which  they  make  merely  a  passing  reference  or  allusion.  By  Hero- 
dotus and  Thucydides  again  we  are  referred  to  passages  or  narratives 
in  the  'Iliad'  and  'Odyssey'  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  poems  as 
we  now  have  them ;  and  lastly,  the  text  of  these  poems  exhibits  a 
multitude  of  words  and  phrases  which  clearly  do  not  belong  to  an 
early  period  of  Greek  literatiu'e.  Of  these  words  some  are  formed  on 
felse  analogies,  and  some  are  downright  blunders,  while  many  prove, 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  lines  in  which  they  are  found  were  put 
together  after  the  letter  known  as  the  Digamma  had  fallen  into  disuse. 
In  saying  this,  I  am  expressing,  not  my  own  opinion,  which  I  have  no 
right  to  put  forward,  but  the  judgment  of  a  writer  who  has  gone  into 
the  question  with  a  patience  equal  to  his  great  learning.  I  need  only 
add  that  the  extremest  conclusions  which  may  be  reached  from  Mr. 
Paley's  premisses  do  not  call  into  question  the  antiquity  of  the 
materials  used  by  the  poets  of  the  'Iliad'  and  the  'Odyssey.'  They  do 
but  assert  that  the  Homer  of  Plato  vms  not  identical  with  the  Homer 
of  Herodotus  and  Thucydides,  and  therefore  could  not  have  been  the 
Homer  of  the  lyric  and  tragic  poets ;  and  the  inferences  forced  upon 
us  are  simply  those  which  may  be  reached  by  a  comparison  of  the 
dramas  of  .^Sschylus  and  Sophocles  with  the  same  subjects  as  treated 
in  our  Homer,  which  seems  to  be  the  Homer  of  Plato. 

It  is  obvious  that  these  are  questions  which  must  be  settled  before 
we  can  enter  on  the  examination  of  arg^uments  which  assume  the 
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vastly  higher  antiquity  of  our '  Iliad '  and  *  Odyssey,'  and  assign  to  them 
a  place  wholly  diflferent  from  that  of  all  other  products  of  Greek  b'tera- 
ture.  In  the  poems  themselves  it  is  not  easy  to  discern  a  form  of 
religious  thought  radically  diflferent  from  that  which  we  meet  with 
elsewhere ;  nor,  if  we  confine  ourselves  to  internal  evidence,  can  we 
shake  oflF  the  suspicion  that  their  mythology  had  very  little  to  do  with 
the  religion  of  the  Achaian  or  Grreek  people.  The  facts  with  which 
we  have  to  deal  seem  to  be  these :  we  have  on  the  one  side  a  mass  of 
mythical  conceptions,  ideas,  and  traditions,  which  have  crystallised 
themselves  into  the  forms  of  anthropomorphic  or  theanthropic 
deities,  some  or  all  of  whom  are  objects  of  worship,  varying  greatly 
in  degree.  These  conceptions  and  traditions,  if  not  absolutely  and 
designedly  immoral,  certainly  cannot  be  regarded  as  moral.  Many 
of  them  are  repulsive,  some  are  revolting  and  foul ;  and,  as  time  goes 
on,  these  become  more  and  more  sensuous,  coarse,  and  gross.  On  the 
other  side,  we  have  a  society  which,  however  terrible  its  shortcomings 
and  faults  may  be,  is  vastly  better  than  that  of  the  Olympian 
hierarchy;  and  in  the  lyric,  didactic,  and  dramatic  literature  of  the 
Greeks  we  find  expressions  of  feeling  which  may  fer  more  strictly 
be  termed  religious,  and  which  seem  to  have  no  reference  what- 
ever to  the  mythical  history  or  actions  of  the  Homeric  deities. 
Yet  more,  the  course  of  the  people  generally  is  from  the  lower 
to  the  higher,  while  those  myths  which  when  translated  into 
the  conditions  of  human  existence  were  at  the  outset  startling 
and  shocking,  become  mere  sources  of  corruption  and  impurity. 
The  *  Iliad'  and  *  Odyssey'  exhibited  to  the  people  a  sensual  and  lying 
Zeus ;  the  people  themselves  prayed  to  Zeus ;  but  it  is  a  mere  arbi- 
trary and  groundless  assumption  that  the  Zeus  of  the  people  was  the 
Zeus  of  the  epic  poems.  The  poems  themselves  answer  the  question 
in  the  negative : — 

'  What,'  asks  Professor  Max  Miiller,  *  did  the  swineherd  Eiunaios  know 
of  the  intricate  Olympian  theogony  ]  Had  he  ever  heard  the  name  of  the 
Charites  or  the  Harpyias  1  Could  he  have  told  who  was  the  father  of 
Aphrodite,  who  were  her  husbands  and  her  children?  I  doubt  it;  and 
when  Homer  introduces  him  to  us,  speaking  of  this  life  and  of  the  higher 
powers  that  rule  it,  Eumaios  knows  only  of  just  gods,  who  hate  cruel 
deeds,  but  honour  justice  and  the  righteous  works  of  men.* 

In  short,  as  the  mythology  grew  more  complicated,  and  in  some 
parts  more  degrading,  the  ideas  of  morality  and  religion  became  more 
reasonable  and  more  pure.  If  we  turn  to  the  Hesiodic  '  Works  and 
Days,'  we  find  the  poet  bidding  his  friend  to  deal  with  all  men  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  of  righteousness  which  comes  from  Zeus,  and  telling 
him  that  justice  and  truth  shall  in  the  end  prevail,  that  they  who  do 
evil  to  others  inflict  evil  on  themselves,  that  the  eyes  of  God  are  in 
every  place,  that  the  way  of  evil  is  broad  and  smooth,  and  the  path 
of  good  rough  and  narrow  at  first.  But  in  the  same  poem  we  are  told 
how  Zeus  bade  the  gods  make  Pandora  fair  to  look  upon,  but  evil 
within,  and  laughed  at  the  thought  of  the  nuseries  which  should 
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overtake  mankind  when  all  the  evils  should  be  let  loose  from  her  box, 
while,  to  crush  them  utterly,  hope  should  remain  a  prisoner  within 
it.  If  in  relating  such  tales  the  poet  was  not  conscious  that  the  Zeus 
who  thus  cheats  and  torments  mankind  is  not  the  Zeus  who  com- 
mands them  to  do  justice  and  mercy,  how  is  it  possible  to  explain 
the  fact  that  he  can  use  the  same  name  without  a  thought  seemingly 
that  he  is  dishonouring  the  just  and  holy  God  whom  he  reverences  ? 
In  these  poems,  then,  we  have  a  religion  and  we  have  a  mythology ; 
but  between  the  two  there  is  an  absolute  severance.  What  grounds 
have  we,  therefore,  for  asserting  that  the  case  stands  otherwise  with 
the  mythology  and  theology  of  the  *  Iliad '  and  the  *  Odyssey  ? ' 
Writing  before  Mr.  Gladstone's  '  Homeric  Studies '  were  given  to  the 
world,  Professor  Max  Miiller  had  expressed  his  deliberate  opinion  that 
among  the  *  lowest  tribes  of  Africa  and  America  we  hardly  find  any- 
thing more  hideous  and  revolting '  tlian  the  stories  told  of  Kronos 
and  his  offspring ;  and  he  had  added  that  ^  it  seems  blasphemy  to  con- 
sider these  fables  of  the  heathen  world  as  corrupted  and  misinterpreted 
fragments  of  a  divine  revelation  once  granted  to  the  whole  race  of 
mankind.'  The  supposition  that  these  tales  contain  a  niunber  of 
beliefs  capable  of  being  stated  in  the  form  of  propositions,  and  that 
these  beliefis  were  implanted  in  men  centuries  or  millenniums  before 
they  could  be  realised  in  fact,  seems  to  involve  us  in  a  maze  of 
painfril  perplexities ;  and  the  most  earnest  Christian  might  surely  be 
forgiven  if  he  asked  why  a  series  of  propositions  should  be  laid 
before  men  which  they  could  scarcely  fail  to  misunderstand,  and 
which,  as  Mr.  Gladstone  himself  admits,  are  contained  in  the  earliest 
records  only  by  a  dim  and  feeble  foreshadowing.  These  propositions 
are  ten  in  nimiber,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  holds  that  they  are  contained 
inferentially  in  the  early  chapters  of  Genesis.  His  concluding  ques- 
tion is  this : — 

K  we  produce  out  of  the  Olympian  system,  from  its  Apollo,  its 
Athdn^,  its  Leto,  its  Iris,  and  its  various  other  persons  or  particulars,  ideas 
identical  in  substance  with  those  that  are  embodied  in  the  first  chapters  of 
GenesiB,  how  can  we  avoid  the  conclusion,  in  parity  of  reasoning,  that  those 
ideas,  marked  and  peculiar  as  they  are,  which  are  found  existing  alike  in  the 
poems  of  the  Aoyan  Greeks  and  in  the  sacred  books  of  the  Semitic  Hebrews, 
were  common  to  those  Aryans  and  those  Semites  before  the  epoch  of  their 
separation  % 

Mr.  Gladstone  asks  that  this  proposition  may  be  examined,  and 
equitably  judged,  without  any  premature  view  to  consequences ;  and  he 
very  rightly  insists  that '  we  have  no  right  to  import  the  consideration 
of  results,  which  we  may  dislike,  into  the  examination  of  questions  of 
evidence.'  The  question  is,  indeed,  strictly  one  of  fact ;  but  the  facts,  so 
fiELr  as  I  am  able  to  gather  them,  are  opposed  even  to  the  existence  of  this 
Olympian  system,  regarded  as  a  system  which  is  supposed  to  be.., 
found  in  the  '  Iliad  '  and  *  Odyssey,'  and  kept  jealously  distinct  from 
the  rest  of  Greek  mythology,  which,  for  no  apparent  reasons,  is  pro- 
nounced to  be  of  later  growth.  Before  we  can  allow  such  a  distinc- 
tion to  be  drawn,  we  must  have  the  most  cogent  and  the  clearest 
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evidence ;  and  Mr.  Gladstone  admits  that  the  expressions  or  figures 
hj  which  these  beliefs  were  imparted,  were  at  best  only  adumbrations 
of  things  to  come.  On  the  other  hand,  we  seem  to  be  well  within 
the  bounds  of  truth  in  asserting  that  all  the  important  characteristics 
of  the  Olympian  gods  in  the  '  Iliad '  and  '  Odyssey '  are  explained 
far  more  clearly  by  the  method  of  comparative  mythology.  The 
results  obtain^  by  this  method  seem  to  show  that  the  phase  of 
development  which  gives  us  the  Achaian  and  Hellenic  deities  was 
inevitable,  and  to  throw  a  flood  of  light  even  on  its  minute 
details.  To  prove  Mr.  Gladstone's  hypothesis  there  is  need,  seem- 
^glj)  of  a  never  baffled  AthSn6,  and  of  an  Apollo  ^  who  is  alone 
and  always  in  absolute  harmony  with  the  will  of  the  eternal  Zeus ;' 
but  in  order  to  establish  this  conclusion,  how  are  we  justified  in 
severing  the  myth  in  the  '  Iliad '  or  *  Odyssey '  from  the  same  myth  as 
exhibited  in  Greek  lyric  or  tragic  poetry  ?  Even  in  the  *  Iliad '  Ath^nS 
is  signally  baffled  in  the  conspiracy  to  dethrone  Zeus,  in  which  she 
is  an  accomplice  with  Her§  and  Poseidon.  Mr.  Gladstone  is  per- 
fectly aware  of  this  fact ;  but  he  does  not  regard  it  as  aflfecting  his 
hypothesis.  If  in  the  case  of  Apollo  it  was  necessary  to  believe 
that  there  was  an  absolute  harmony  between  himself  and  Zeus,  of 
what  practical  avail  would  this  belief  be  if  it  was  confined  to  the 
author  or  authors  of  a  single  epic  poem  ?  This  belief  was  certainly 
not  shared  by  Euripides,  who  speaks  of  Zeus  as  smiting  with  his 
thimderbolt  the  son  of  Phoebus  because  he  raised  the  dead.  Elsewhere 
We  are  told  that  Phoebus,  in  his  fierce  wrath  at  the  death  of  his  son, 
smote  the  Kyklopes  [Cyclopes]  ;  that  for  this  offence  he  was  condenmed 
to  serve  the  Trojan  Laomedon,  who  cheated  him  of  his  wages,  and  then 
found  a  more  genial  master,  but  a  master  still,  in  the  Thessalian 
Admetos.  That  the  dragon  slain  by  him  at  Pytho  had,  in  the 
Achaian  mind,  no  connexion  with  the  idea  of  human  disobedience, 
and  that  it  was  simply  one  of  the  demons  of  drought  who  were  slain 
by  gods  or  heroes  in  all  lands,  we  have  already  seen.  So  completely 
is  the  image  of  the  Hellenic  Phoebus  opposed  to  the  form  which,  con- 
fining his  view  to  the  '  Iliad  '  and  '  Odyssey,'  Mr.  Gladstone  ascribes 
to  it.  But  if  the  Olympian  system  falls  to  the  ground,  or  if,  rather, 
it  would  appear  never  to  have  had  a  substantial  existence,  tJie  issue 
is  one  which  seems  to  bring  out  into  clearer  light  the  action  of  the 
Divine  Spirit  on  the  soul  of  man.  If  Greek  i^^hology  was  not  the 
same  thing  as  Greek  religion,  we  can  understand  how  the  latter,  as 
set  forth  in  the  Hesiodic  poems,  and  in  the  teaching  of  the  great 
dramatists,  rose  steadily  to  a  higher  standard,  while  the  former 
became  more  cumbrous,  arbitrary,  and  repulsive  in  its  complications. 
We  can  see  in  the  one  the  working  of  the  Spirit  from  whom  all 
holy  desires,  all  good  counsels,  and  all  just  works  proceed ;  in  the 
other  a  necessary  growth  from  forms  of  thought  and  language 
which  had  reference  to  the  phenomena  of  the  sensible  world. 
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My  Journal  in  the  Holy  Land. 

PART  III. 

{Condtiaion,) 

Monday  J  November  22. — After  all  the  rain  of  yesterday,  the 
momiDg  dawned  bright  and  beautiful.  I  felt  so  much  better  that 
it  was  decided,  after  much  deliberation,  to  push  on  to  Jerusalem. 
We  therefore  started,  but  had  not  gone  far  before  the  rain  came  down 
again  in  absolute  torrents.  We  halted  under  shelter,  and  held 
another  council,  but  our  minds  were  still  made  up  to  go  on.  Many 
things  beyond  the  comfort  of  the  moment  had  to  be  decided.  There 
was  no  boat  from  Haifa  or  from  Acre  imtil  the  27th,  so  that  if  we 
turned  aside  now  to  either  of  those  places,  it  would  only  give  us  a 
longer  time  in  the  tents.  We  were,  all  of  us,  reluctant  to  abandon 
our  original  plan  of  reaching  Jerusalem  by  the  25th.  This  fever  is  so 
capricious  in  its  attacks,  that  it  is  quite  possible  I  may  keep  pretty 
well  for  the  next  few  days,  but  even  if  I  were  to  break  down  com- 
pletely, Tom  declares  he  would  have  me  carried  in  a  chair  slung 
between  two  mules,  sooner  than  not  take  me  as  fast  as  possible  to  the 
only  place  where  it  would  be  possible  to  find  an  hotel  and  a  doctor  in 
this  uncivilised  region. 

We  therefore  set  forth  boldly  once  more,  and  struck  across  the  plain 
of  Esdraelon,  celebrated  in  Bible  story,  as  well  as  in  more  modem  times. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  hard  fighting  which  has  gone  on  in  its 
neighbourhood,  we  saw  nothing  more  warlike  than  a  few  gazelles, 
who  fled  with  graceful  speed  before  our  approach.  A  dirty  little 
Arab  village  stands  now  on  the  site  of  ancient  Jezreel,  but  a  few 
remains  of  its  old  stones,  and  fragments  of  the  original  dwelling 
houses,  were  still  to  be  seen  as  we  rode  through  its  ruined  streets. 

It  was  only  half-past  five  in  the  afternoon  when  we  halted  for 
the  night  at  Jenin.  This  is  a  small  town,  completely  surrounded  by 
beautiful  groves  of  orange  trees,  laden  with  ripe  fruit.  They,  in  their 
turn,  were  fenced  in  by  hedges  of  prickly  pear,  reaching  fkr  above 
our  heads,  every  one  of  the  thick,  fleshy  leaves  being  edged  by  its 
own  blossom  and  fruit.  Our  way  led  through  the  town,  and  we  passed 
crowds  of  women  selling  oranges,  citrons,  lemons,  figs,  walnuts,  pome 
granates,  nuts,  and  acorns.  This  was  all  very  fragrant  and  picturesque, 
but  I  felt  dead-tired,  and  longed  to  see  my  tent  before  me.  When, 
however,  we  at  last  reached  the  camping  ground  just  beyond  the 
town,  the  mules  had  not  arrived,  and  nothing  was  ready.  It  still 
rained  heavily,  and  we  were  fain  to  dismount  and  take  shelter  in  an  old 
Arab  tomb,  where  we  huddled  together  beneath  a  few  rugs  and  water- 
proofs.   It  appeared  a  weary  while,  waiting  thus  for  nearly  two  hours 
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in  the  cold  and  dark,  and  I  need  scarcely  say  that  when  at  last  the 
tents  were  ready,  the  moment  was  welcomed  with  delight. 

Next  morning  we  made  an  early  start,  and  travelled  for  seven 
hours  and  a  half  straight  on,  only  stopping  a  little  while  every 
now  and  then,  when  it  became  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  rest. 
The  pleasantest  halt  was  at  Jeba,  where  we  ate  our  luncheon  in  a 
grove  of  olive  trees.  Just  after  that  we  passed  a  most  beautiful 
cavern,  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  and  supported  by  two  piUars.  Every 
part  of  it  was  covered — ^tapestried,  I  might  say,  with  maidenhair 
fern ;  pillars,  roof,  walls,  every  inch  of  rock,  were  hidden  and  made 
green  by  the  delicate,  close-growing  fronds. 

Partly  to  look  at  this  cavern,  and  partly  because  I  could  not  ride 
fast,  Tom  and  I  had  lingered  behind  the  rest  of  the  party.  We 
noticed  that  a  large  number  of  Turks  and  Greeks  passed  us,  and  over- 
took those  of  oiu:  party  who  were  in  front ;  but  no  sooner  had  they 
done  so  than  it  became  evident  some  sort  of  scrimmage  had  begun..- 
We  could  see  that  Karam  was  oflF  his  horse,  and  had  his  revolver  out^ 
and  it  seemed  high  time,  for  one  of  the  strangers  was  holding  Idn 
revolver  unpleasantly  close  to  Karam's  head.  Other  men,  too,  were 
galloping  up,  and  it  really  looked  rather  formidable.  We  immediately 
pull^  out  om*  revolvers  and  cantered  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  scene 
of  action,  where  we  met  some  of  our  muleteers  and  servants  hurry- 
ing to  the  rescue.  Whether  we  were  too  large  a  party  and  were 
evidently  too  well  prepared  for  a  fight,  I  know  not,  but  peace  seemed' 
to  be  restored  in  a  moment,  and  we  all  put  up  our  revolvers  and  rode 
on  as  quietly  as  possible  without  further  annoyance,  while  our  would- 
be  assailants  remained  behind,  vociferating  and  gesticulating. 

What  had  been  rain  with  us  was  snow  as  it  fell  upon  the  high 
mountains  around,  and  this  morning  Hermon,  Jebel  Sumnin,  and 
all  the  loftiest  peaks  were  white  and  glistening.  The  eflfect  was 
very  fine,  and  it  was  a  lucky  chance  which  showed  us  the  country 
under  such  a  new  and  unexpected  phase — a  phase,  too,  adding^ 
greatly  to  its  beauty.  After  Bamac  had  been  left  behind,  the  full 
splendoiu:  of  the  panorama  burst  upon  us  from  the  top  of  a  steep  hill.. 
Nothing  could  be  at  once  more  varied  and  more  complete  than  the 
scene :  in  the  &r  distance  a  shining  strip  of  sea,  on  either  hand  hills 
rising  one  above  the  other,  some  capped  with  snow,  others  with  their 
sheltered  sides  covered  by  groves  of  olive  trees,  whilst  on  those  nearer.' 
to  us  many  villages  could  plainly  be  seen. 

Samaria,  now  called  Sebaste,  was  our  next  stage.  Its  ruins  still 
remain  and  are  very  extensive  ;  especially  fine  are  the  pillars  of  what 
once  must  have  been  a  splendid  colonnade,  three  thousand  feet  long* 
Few  of  its  columns,  however,  are  left  standing.  The  olive-trees 
hereabouts  are  covered  with  large  branches  of  mistletoe.  It  has  a  red 
berry,  and  the  leaf  is  smaller  than  with  us,  but  otherwise  it  is  an 
exact  and  delicate  likeness.  We  cut  ofT  some  large  boughs,  and  I 
hope  to  make  the  seed  grow  in  England.  Little,  if  any,  of  the  original 
city  of  Samaria  now  remains  standing,  but  its  site  is  well  defined. 

Two  hours  more  of  steady  riding  brought  us  to  Nablous,  the 
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accient  Sechem,  and  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Samaria*  We 
found  the  tents  pitched  on  the  shoulder  of  Mount  Gerizim,  ovarlook- 
ing  the  town  and  the  well-watered  and  cultivated  country  along 
wMch  we  had  been  travelling.  The  olives  are  now  ripe,  and  for  the 
last  few  days  we  have  seen  the  men  beating  them  down  fix>m  the  trees, 
for  the  women  and  children  to  collect  in  baskets  and  carry  to  the 
mills  to  be  crushed*  There  are  also  other  signs  of  life  around.  We 
have  observed  more  traffic  of  Arabs,  camels,  and  donkeys  to-day  than 
usual ;  and  there  is  actually  a  telegraph  wire  along  the  valley  as  far 
as  Acre.  Altogether  we  seem  to  be  approaching  the  region  of  civili- 
sation once  more. 

Wednesday  J  November  24. — A  bright,  clear,  cold  morning,  with  a 
strong  east  wind  blo¥dng.  I  am  obliged  to  spare  myself  as  much  as 
possible,  so  Albert  and  Tom  took  a  local  guide  (he  turned  out  to 
be  an  old  Tmkish  soldier  who  had  been  wounded  in  the  Crimea),  and 
went  without  me — a  little  out  of  our  way — up  Mount  Crerizim  to  see 
the  fine  view  from  the  summit,  and  the  place  where  the  Samaritans 
still  keep  their  annual  Passover.  Twelve  lambs  are  roasted  whole  in 
pits,  with  appropriate  ceremonials,  at  night,  and  then  eaten  by  the 
orthodox  Jews,  standing  with  their  loins  girded,  and  amid  every  sign 
of  sudden  and  hurried  departiure.  Dean  Stanley  gives  an  adndrable 
account  of  the  proceedings ;  and  he  t?aw  them  to  perfection  when  he 
was  travelling  here  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  a  few  years  ago. 

In  the  meantime  Evie  and  I  had  mounted,  and  had  ridden  slowly 
on  with  Karam  and  the  mules  through  the  town,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  Palestine.  It  is  built  on  the  side  of  Mount  Gerizim,  or 
the  '  hill  of  blessings,'  whilst  Mount  Ebal,  the  *  hill  of  cursings,'  rises 
exactly  opposite.  The  valley  here  is  so  exceedingly  narrow  that  it 
is  quite  easy  to  imderstand  how  the  Law  could  be  read  aloud  from  a 
central  position  and  the  representatives  of  the  six  tribes  hear  every 
word  distinctly.  The  bazaars  occupy  the  main  street,  and  are  hand- 
some, lofty,  arched  buildings,  probably  of  Soman  origin.  The 
principal  things  sold  in  them  seemed  prosaic  enough,  such  as  soap, 
cotton,  and  oil;  but  there  were  also  comers  glittering  with  em- 
broidered saddles  and  rich  housings,  with  abbas  and  gay  clothing  for 
men,  women,  and  children ;  elaborate  specimens  of  needlework,  in 
many-coloured  silks,  and  threads  of  gold  and  silver.  There  were, 
besides,  what  Arabs  consider  real  articles  de  luxe — ^Manchester 
cottons,  and  Birmingham  and  Sheffield  knives. 

Half  an  hour's  jogging  easily  along  brought  us  to  Jacob's  Well, 
where  our  Lord  talked  with  the  woman  of  Samaria;  and  here  we 
halted,  waiting  for  Tom  and  Albert  to  join  us.  The  well  is,  at  this 
moment,  dry,  but  the  pit  remains,  and  the  winter  rains  always  fill  it. 
Close  by  is  Joseph's  tomb,  a  plain,  white,  oblong  monument.  After 
passing  this,  our  way  lay  across  a  large  plain,  rich  in  soil,  but  dreary 
and  uncultivated  to  the  last  degree.  The  reason  jthat  it  is  left 
untilled  is  that  the  Bedouins  swarm  for  miles  around,  and  any 
unhappy  peasant  who  tried  to  ndake  a  homestead  for  himself  any- 
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where  here  would  be  pretty  sure  to  be  harried  by  them,  and  to  lose 
his  crops  as  fast  as  they  ripened. 

Then  we  climbed  a  steep  ridge,  and  so  gained  a  magnificent  out- 
look over  an  extensive  area.  We  could  gaze  around  us  to  our  heart's 
content,  as  we  halted  for  limcheon  and  a  little  rest  before  banning  the 
descent  into  the  valley.  On  our  way  down  we  passed  the  ruined  village 
of  Shiloh,  where  the  Ark  rested  for  so  long,  and  whence  the  Benjamites 
carried  off  wives  for  themselves  upon  one  occasion,  when  all  the 
women  were  dancing  at  some  festivid  in  honour  of  the  Ark. 

Soon  after  leaving  Shiloh  we  lost  our  way,  as  usual.  This  in- 
variably happens  because  Karam  is  too  proud  to  take  a  guide,  and 
never  will  even  condescend  to  ask  the  way.  He  has  an  excellent 
bump  of  locality  in  general,  but  it  fails  him  occasionally,  and  as  he 
won't  supplement  h^  own  knowledge  in  any  way,  we  are  always 
making  little  detours,  and  going  off  the  direct  track.  When  one  is 
as  wei^  and  tired  as  I  am,  this  becomes  a  serious  grievance.  He 
possesses,  besides,  a  most  frightful  temper.  Indeed  we  have  found 
him,  on  the  whole,  decidedly  inefficient,  and  though  his  contract 
has  been  taken  at  an  enormously  high  price,  he  economises  by  not 
providing  a  sufficient  number  of  tent-pitchers  and  other  attendants. 
This  causes  great  delay  in  our  start  and  on  our  arrival,  and  makes 
things  generally  uncomfortable.  However,  we  found  our  way  at  last, 
and  reached  Sinjil  soon  after  six  o'clock.  It  was  quite  dark,  for  the 
moon  had  not  yet  risen.  The  tents  had  been  pitched  on  a  hill  just 
beyond  the  village,  in  a  spot  commanding  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
distant  sea,  when  the  moon  shone  full  upon  it  later  on. 

Thv/rsdayj  November  25.— We  are  independent  of  the  tents  this 
morning.  We  therefore  made  an  early  start,  and  soon  reached  Ain-el- 
Haramyel — the  fiobber's  Fountain.  It  is  now  almost  dry,  but  the 
rocks  are  still  covered  with  lovely  trailing  ferns  and  creepers,  and  a 
sort  of  clematis,  more  beautiful  still,  which  has  large  white  star-like 
blossoms  an  inch  and  a  half  across.  Thence  we  rode  through  a 
curious  ravine,  where  the  limestone  takes  all  manner  of  odd  shapes, 
and  forms  natural  cornices,  pillars,  and  so  on.  Both  here  and  on 
the  long  level  plateau  we  crossed  just  after,  every  nook  and  comer 
has  been  taken  advantage  of,  and  covered  with  fig  trees  planted  by 
ones  and  twos.  At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  these  trees  are 
leafless,  their  grey  gnarled  branches,  springing  out  of  the  grey  lime- 
stone— for  the  soil  they  grow  in  can  hardly  be  seen — produce  a  strange 
effect,  as  if  they  were  all  carved  out  of  the  solid  stone.  The  plough-* 
ing  here,  too,  is  conducted  under  great  difficulties.  We  watched 
some  oxen  to-day  who,  after  ploughing  a  piece  of  ground  a  couple  of 
yards  square,  had  to  jump  down  a  ledge  of  rock  at  least  two  feet 
deep,  and  plough  a  few  feet  more ;  then  make  another  jump,  and 
so  on,  until  the  whole  surface  of  a  steep  hill-side  had  been  ploughed. 
The  ploughs  are  of  wood,  and  of  the  simplest  principle  and  rudest 
construction,  only  scratching  up  the  earth  a  few  inches  deep.  I 
should  think  they  have  seen  no  change  since  the  days  of  Tubal  Cain. 
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We  passed  Bethel,  where  so  many  interesting  scenes  recorded  in 
sacred  history  have  happened.  Then  we  saw  Ramah  of  Benjamin, 
and  (jibeah  of  Saul ;  wd  then  Nob,  the  dty  of  the  priests.  Almost 
directly  afterwards,  as  we  turned  the  brow  of  a  hill,  the  realisation 
of  one  of  my  most  persistent  dreams  ever  since  my  childhood  lay 
before  me,  for  I  saw,  spread  out  like  a  picture,  the  walls  of  Jerusalem. 
It  is  quite  impossible  to  describe,  or  even  convey,  the  least  idea  of 
the  feelings  evoked,  and  the  associations  raised  by  this  first  view, 
and  I  shall  only  attempt  a  simple  description  of  our  visit  to  the 
fiEtmous  city. 

To  begin  with  what  we  saw  first — the  walls.  They  are  both 
curious  and  picturesque,  with  Saracenic  battlements  and  gatewaye, 
decorated  with  carved  lions,  roses,  and  other  devices.  Three  enor- 
mous convents,  Sussian,  Latin,  and  Armenian,  have  been  built 
outside  the  city.  Old  Jerusalem  was  barely  two  miles  in  extent,  bnt 
the  eflFect  of  the  original  boundaries  has  been  sadly  dwarfed  by  glaring 
white  walls  which  have  be^  run  up  round  every  cluster  of  buildings 
here  and  there.  Where  the  Temple  of  Solomon  once  stood,  on  a  high 
platform  of  enormous  stones,  stands  now  the  Haram,^  which  contains 
within  its  area  the  beautiful  Mosque  of  Omar,  and  the  Mosque  El 
Aksa.  The  next  building  which  strikes  the  eye  is  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  its  large  gilt  cross  cutting  the  air  with  its  clear  bold 
outline. 

But  by  this  time  we  had  descended  the  hill  and  were  crossing  the 
brook  Kedron.  Exactly  opposite,  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream, 
rose  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and  a  slight  circuit  brought  us  into 
Jerusalem  by  the  Jaffa  Oate.  Here  we  had  some  sb'ght  difficulty 
with  the  Custom  House  people  about  our  luggage,  but  soon  settled 
the  matter,  and  then  went  on  past  the  old  citadel  until  we  reached 
the  Mediterranean  Hotel.  It  was  full,  indeed  crowded,  and  at 
first  the  landlord  declared  he  could  not  take  us  in.  However,  by 
dint  of  a  little  squeezing  and  judicious  packing  of  the  guests  already 
arrived,  a  couple  x)f  bedrooms  were. found.  One  was  pretty  good, 
and  into  it  Albert  at  once  carried  me,  for  I  was  utterly  imable 
even  to  stand.  He  laid  me  on  the  bed,  and  immediately  hastened 
downstairs  to  take  the  things  off  my  saddle,  but  in  those  few 
moments  someone  had  stolen  my  pistol  and  pocket-handkerdiief, 
and  in  spite  of  all  inquiries  and  offers  of  reward,  we  have  heard 
nothing  of  them.  It  is  very  provoking  to  have  lost  my  nice  little 
pistol  in  this  manner,  especially  after  having  brought  it  safely  for 
so  many  miles.^  The  table-d'hote  was  crowded  with  French,  Ameri- 
cans, and  Germans,  and  seemed  very  noisy  and  lively  after  our  recent 
solitary,  quiet  lives. 


>  The  HananiHes-i^erif— *  the  Noble  Sanctuary.*  See  Stanley's  S^nuii  and  i^i&f^V, 
p.  168. 

'  The  pistol  was,  after  many  months,  restored  to  me  by  the  Consul,  Mr.  MooOt 
who  had  discovered  it  in  a  sort  of  pawnbroker's  shop,  where  it  was  alleged  that 
Elaram  had  sold  it. 
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Friday y  November  26. — I  think  everybody  was  glad  to  rest  until 
the  late  table-d'hote  breakfest  at  noon.  After  it  was  over,  we  rode 
first  round  to  the  J ews'  Wailing  Place,  where  a  few  of  the  original  stones 
of  the  Temple  still  remain.  To  this  saored  spot  Jewish  pilgrims  of 
all  ages,  ranks,  sexes,  and  countries,  come  every  Friday  to  weep  over 
the  destruction  and  to  pray  for  the  restoration  of  Jerusalem.  It  is 
a  most  extraordinary  sight:  old  and  young  men  kneel  there  and  kiss 
the  stones  with  the  greatest  fervour,  some  of  them  praying  and 
reading,  and  all  of  them  crying.  Old  and  young  women  and  little 
children  are  seated  on  the  pavement  reading  the  Talmud,  and  the 
histories  of  the  destruction  of  the  Temple  and  the  prophecies  of  its 
restoration.  They  sob  all  the  while  as  if  their  hearts  would  break  ; 
their  eyes  are  red  and  swollen,  and  their  cheeks  inflamed  with  much 
and  continued  weeping.  Though  they  are  aU  Jews,  each  is  dressed  in 
the  costume  of  his  or  her  coimtiy. 

The  coniinuation  of  our  ride  took  us  roimd  outside  the  walls  of 
the  city,  by  the  pool  of  Siloam,  down  the  valley  of  HinHom,  paist  the 
tombs  of  Jehoshaphat  and  Zechariah  to  the  garden  of  Crethsemane, 
which  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  Mount  of  Olives.  It  is  a  small  square 
garden,  chiefly  remarkable  for  some  very  ancient  olive  trees.  At 
present  it  is  intensely  modem  and  commonplace  in  appearance,  with 
its  small  neat  beds  of  flowers ;  but  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  it 
occupies  the  site  of  the  former  garden.  It  is  kept  in  order  by  the 
piety  of  some  Latin  monks,  who  devote  a  great  deal  of  time  apparently 
to  the  care  of  its  rosemary  borders.  Then  we  went  on  to  the  Tomb 
of  the  Virgin,  and  the  Chapel  of  the  Agony  close  by.  Here  the  whole 
thing  became  a  sort  of  melancholy  profenity,  the  attendants  point* 
ing  out  to  us  the  exact  spot  where  the  drops  of  sweat  fell  from  Our 
Saviour's  brow,  the  impressions  left  by  the  forms  of  the  disciples 
when  they  fell  asleep,  and  the  spot  where  the  servant's  ear  was  cut  ojQf. 
In  spite  of  what  was  revolting  to  common  sense,  there  was,  however, 
something  very  touching  in  the  faith  with  which  the  poor  pilgrims, 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  regarded  each  hallowed  spot. 

We  then  went  on  to  the  summit  of  the  Moimt  of  Olives,  and 
spent  some  time  on  the  top  of  a  ruined  mosque  there,  whence  we 
had  an  extensive  view  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem  and  the  surrounding 
country.  What  most  strikes  the  eye  in  such  a  panorama  as  this, 
is  the  vast  enclosure  of  the  Haram,  which  stands  on  the  summit  of 
Moimt  Moriah,  and  contains  the  mosque  called  the  ^  Dome  of  the 
Bock'  standing  on  the  site  of  the  Jewish  Temple.  There  is  also 
another  large  mosque  of  El  Aksa  within  the  enclosure,  and  many  a 
tapering  minaret  besides.  Elaborate  archways  and  groups  of  cypress 
trees  are  also  most  happily  placed  at  every  available  spot  in  its 
vast  area.  North  of  the  Haram  is  another  rise  of  the  groimd,  now 
covered  with  houses  and  gardens,  and  towards  the  south  a  lesser  hill 
completes  the  continuous  ridge.  Mount  Zion  forms  the  south-west 
quarter  of  the  city.  From  the  Mount  of  Olives  one  can  trace  exaqtly 
the  line  of  walls  surrounding  Jerusalem.    In  most  places  they  are 
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evidently  of  Saracenic  origin;  but  in  a  few. places  tiie  magniiicent 
masses  of  bevelled  masonry  show  that  the  courses  of  the  foundations 
of  the  Temple  still  remain.  Most  of  the  extent  of  wall  is  in  excel- 
lent preservation,  and  from  its  great  height  it  forms  an  important 
feature  in  the  scene.  All  the  buildings  stand  out  with  exquisite 
sharpness  against  the  intense  blue  of  the  sky.  If  we  turned  to  the 
other  side,  there  was  a  still  more  extensive  view  of  the  desert  country 
of  Judsea,  the  Dead  Sea — it  was  a  surprise  to  see  it  so  blue — and  the 
mountains  of  Moab  beyond,  their  peaks  glowing  in  the  golden  sun- 
light, and  their  valleys  purple  with  deep  violet  shadows.  One  bright- 
tipped  peak,  higher  than  the  rest,  is  supposed  to  be  Mount  Nebo, 
whence  Moses'  dying  eyes  beheld  the  promised  land.  So  clear  was 
the  atmosphere  that,  although  the  Dead  Sea  is  eighteen  miles  off,  it 
appeared  to  be  quite  close  to  us.  Indeed,  in  this  clear  Syrian  atmo- 
sphere it  is  utterly  impossible  to  appreciate  distances  ;  one  can  only 
believe  what  one  is  told  as  to  the  rekitive  position  of  places,  for  one's 
own  eyesight  and  judgment  are  invariably  at  fault. 

Satwday^  Novernher  27. — It  is  always  a  matter  of  considerable 
diflficulty  to  see  the  buildings  within  the  walls  of  the  Harami.  A  few 
years  ago  the  sacred  precincts  were  alike  impenetrable  to  Jew  and 
Christian,  but  now-a-days  there  is  a  stipulated  entrance  fee,  which  re- 
quires to  be  largely  supplemented  by  backsheesh.  To  make  matters 
easy,  the  Consul  sent  the  Viee-Consul  and  his  own  cavass  to  take  us 
into  the  enclosure.  Poor  Akurah  insisted  on  following  us,  but  only  to 
be  sternly  driven  back  when  we  reached  the  gates,  for  any  attempt  to 
bring  him  within  the  enclosure  would  only  have  resulted  in  his  being 
instantly  shot. 

The  first  effect  on  entering  the  Haram  is  very  striking,  for  the  eye 
lights  at  once  on  the  beautiful  ^  Dome  of  the  Bock,'  with  its  many- 
cololired  mosaics,  glittering  like  mother-of-pearl  in  the  sunlight.  On 
one  side  of  it  is  a  long  colonnade,  from  which  the  Pool  of  Bethesda  is 
to  be  seen.  In  a  comer  stands  the  Golden  G-ate  with  its  lovely 
columns  and  capitals.  In  another  a  graceful  minaret,  and  torn  or  five 
arches  stand  by  tliemselves  in  different  places,  looking  as  if  they  were 
part  of  an  unfinished  colonnade.  The  whole  of  the  interior  is  dotted 
about  with  little  tombs,  and  prayer  stations  built  of  old  stones,  beau- 
tifully carved,  and  taken  from  the  old  Temple. 

We  were  first  taken  to  examine  carefully  a  beautifrd  cupola,  called 
the  ^Dome  of  the  Chain,'  supported  on  seventeen  columns,  which 
is  said  to  have  been  the  judgment-seat  of  David.  In  this  spot,  the 
story  goes,  will  the  balance  of  judgment  be  settled  on  the  last  day, 
and  the  great  chain  which  hangs  down  from  the  middle  wiU  kill  sSl 
the  bad,  leaving  the  good  untouched.  Little  but  the  foundations 
now  remain  of  the  original  Jewish  buildings,  but  everything  tends 
to  prove  that  the  site  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Temple ;  and  the 
spot  is  hallowed  to  the  Christian  by  the  personal  ministry  of  the 
Saviour,  as  well  as  to  the  Jew  by  its  association  with  the  history  of 
bis  race. 
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There  is  a  curious  mixture  of  Mahometan  and  Jewish  superstition 
apparent  within  its  walls.  For  instance,  we  were  shown  the  foot-prints' 
of  Mahomet,  left  as  he  ascended  into  heaven ;  and  the  finger-prints  of 
the  Angel  Gtibriel,  who  held  down  the  rock  to  prevent  its  following 
the  Prophet.  The  interior  of  the  mosque  is  so  dark  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  at  first  to  distinguish  anything,  and  the  first  thing  our 
eyes  beheld  when  they  grew  accustomed  to  the  dim  light  was  the  site 
of  the  threshing-floor  of  Araunah  the  Jebusite.  Beneath  it  is  a  hole 
leading  down  into  a  cave,  for  the  blood  of  the  sacrificed  victims  to 
flow  into.  This  cave  is  also  called  the  Well  of  Spirits,  and  we  were 
taken  down  to  see  it ;  and  also  the  place  where  the  rock  gave  way  on 
one  occasion  to  prevent  Mahomet  fix>m  hurting  his  head. 

The  decoration  is  Byzantine  in  style,  and  really  very  fine.  The 
dome  is  covered  with  mosaic  work,  on  a  gold  ground,  something 
like  that  of  Monreale,  at  Palermo.  AH  the  pillars  and  side  arches  are 
built  up  of  pieces  of  the  ancient  Temple,  and  are  of  marble  and 
alabaster,  covered  with  gilding ;  but  the  heads,  tails,  and  feet  of  the 
animals  used  in  Jewish  decoration  have  been  ruthlessly  chopped  ofif, 
for  the  true  Mahometan  will  not  admit  the  image  of  any  living 
thing  either  in  his  house  or  his  place  of  worship.  I  was  much  attracted 
by  a  curious  old  chandelier;  the  bottom  looked  like  an  old  leathern 
shield,  from  which  rose  up  tiers  upon  tiers  of  little  oil  lamps.  It 
must  look  exactly  like  the  gigantic  half  of  an  orange  when  it  is 
lighted  up. 

A  small  cupola,  standing  by  itself,  marks  the  spot  from  which  the 
Prophet  started  on  his  way  to  Paradise;  and  a  little  beyond  is 
shown  a  small  curious  recess  where  he  received  instructions  ixom  the 
angels  touching  the  heavenward  journey.  At  the  bottom  of  the  steps 
is  an  exquisitely  carved  pulpit ;  close  by  is  a  marble  fountain  shaded 
by  cypress  trees.  Little  islands  of  rock  stick  up  here  and  there 
within  its  white  rim,  and  it  used  to  be  filled  from  the  pools  of 
Solomon,  though  now  it  contains  scarcely  a  drop  of  water. 

We  were  next  shown  the  Mosque  of  El  Aksa,  used  in  the  thirteenth 
century  as  a  Christian  church  by  the  Crusaders.  Though  it  is  much 
larger  than  the  cupola  of  the  '  Dome  of  the  Eock,'  it  cannot  compare 
with  it  in  richness  and  purity  of  style.  Most  of  the  buildings  within 
the  enclosure  of  the  Haram  are  distinctly  Saracenic  in  architectural 
character,  but  of  much  older  date  than  the  days  of  Saladin.  I  have 
seen,  in  Cordova  and  Granada,  Cairo  and  Damascus,  a  good  deal  of 
Saracenic  architecture,  yet,  in  my  poor  judgment,  I  have  never  seen 
anything  so  fine  as  the  architecture  encircled  by  the  walls  of  the 
Haram. 

This  Mosque  of  El  Aksa  stands  in  a  comer  of  the  next  area  of  the 
Haram.  It  is  on  a  much  lower  platform  than  the  Mosque  of  Omar,  and 
in  the  corridor  by  which  you  enter,  two  slabs  of  black  marble  are  let 
into  its  white  waUs.  Faithful  Mahometans  are  blindfolded  and  told 
to  kiss  first  one  and  then  the  other  opposite ;  if  they  make  a  good 
shot  they  will  go  to  Paradise ;  if  a  bad  one,  to  Gehenna.    It  is  rather 
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a  difficult  crucial  test,  I  should  think,  and  it  would  be  a  great  tempta- 
tion to  keep  half  an  eye  open  and  so  make  sure  of  one's  aim.-  Just 
within  the  great  doorway  is  a  dstena  called  the  *  Well  of  the  Leaf.' 
The  story  says  that  in  the  days  of  Omar,  one  of  the  faithful  pilgrims 
came  to  this  wdl  to  draw  water.  His  bucket  fell  to  the  bottom,  and 
he  went  down  to  get  it.  To  his  great  surprise,  a  door  opened  before 
him,  and  he  found  himself  in  beautiful  fragrant  gardens,  in  which  he 
walked  for  some  time  with  great  satisfeu^tion.  Before  leaving  this 
delightful  place  he  plucked  a  leaf  from  one  of  the  many  trees,  stuck  it 
behind  his  ear,  and  so  ascended  to  the  upper  eartb  without  difficulty ; 
^ut  there  is  no  record  of  whether  he  brought  his  bucket  up  or  not. 
Of  course  the  story  spread,  till  at  last  it  reached  the  ears  of  Omar, 
but  only  as  an  impudent  invention,  for  no  door  could  be  found  by  any 
investigating  travellers.  Omar,  however,  treated  the  rumour  with 
respect,  and  said  there  was  a  prophecy  that  one  of  the  fiEiithful  should 
enter  Paradise  alive.  Everything  depended  on  whether  the  leaf  re- 
tained its  verdure,  and  so  could  maintain  its  claim  to  have  grown 
upon  a  tree  of  Paradise.  This  test  was  triumphantly  passed,  for  the 
leuBif  was  green  as  ever,  and  so  the  story  has  lived  to  this  day,  and  so 
it  is  always  told  on  the  brink  of  the  '  Well  of  the  Leaf.' 

The  Mahometans  seem  fond  of  testa.  If  the  true  believer  can 
pass  between  two  columns,  outside  the  Mosque  £1  Aksa,  standing  v^ 
close  together,  he  leaves  all  his  sins  behind  him.  Now,  the  thinnest 
of  our  party  could  only  just  manage  to  squeeze  through,  and  fat 
Mussulmans  must  assuredly  find  it  difficult.  A  still  more  difficult  test 
is  at  another  place,  a  little  beyond  the  same  mosque,  where  Solomon's 
throne  once  stood.  Here  hangs — visible  only  to  the  eyes  of  the  £utliful, 
— (and  even  they  must  wait  for  death  to  unseal  their  vision) — tlie 
bridge,  thin  as  a  hair,  and  sharp  as  a  sword,  between  earth  and 
Paradise.  Beneath  it  yawns  the  abyss  of  Geheima,  and  the  fiaithlesB 
will  miss  their  footing,  and  tumble  headlong  into  its  depths,  whilst 
the  true  believer  crosses  the  bridge  easily  and  swiftly.  Passing  sUll 
along  the  wall,  we  came  to  the  garden  gate.  Within  are  most 
beautiful  carvings,  and  some  fine  pillars,  said  to  have  been  brought 
from  Gaza,  by  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  as  a  present  to  Solomon. 

It  was  quite  the  afternoon  before  we  reached  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre, which  occupies  thesiteof  thechurch  built  byConstantineover 
our  Lord's  tomb.  Just  inside  the  door  is  a  slab  on  which  it  is  supposed 
the  body  of  Christ  was  laid  in  order  to  be  anointed,  and  it  is  worn  quite 
into  holes  by  the  kisses  of  devout  pilgrims.  It  is  quite  touching  to  see 
the  faith  these  poor  creatures  place  in  every  possible  and  impossible 
site.  Many  of  the  peasants  of  the  South  of  Bussia  save  up  tiieir 
money  for  half  a  lifetime  in  order  to  make  this  journey,  which  they 
perform  in  the  most  economical  way  possible.  They  travel  as  deck- 
passengers  on  board  ship  in  all  weattiers,  and  walk  when  they  are  <m 
land.  When  at  last  Jerusalem  is  reached,  they  take  up  their  abode 
in  the  Bussian  hospice,  and  there  the  wretched  priests  never  let 
them  go  till  they  have  stripped  them  of  their  uttermost  farthing,  so 
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that  they  literally  have  to  their  way  back,  and  often  starve  on  the 
road-side. 

Within  the  church  built  on  the  exact  spot  known  as  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  three  round  holes  lead  in  three  different  directions  into  the 
body  of  the  building.  They  are  about  the  size  of  a  man's  arm,  and 
through  them  the  supposed  sacred  fire  is  made  to  issue  on  the  Greek 
Easter  Sunday.  Hard  by  the  traveller  is  shown  the  pillar  to  which 
our  Lord  was  bound  when  scoui^ed,  the  original  crown  of  thorns,  the 
holes  in  the  ground  where  the  three  crosses  were  found,  the  exact 
centre  of  the  world,  the  tombs  of  Adam  and  Eve,  and  other  tradition- 
ary sites,  made  holy  by  the  fervent  adoration  of  myriad  pilgrims. 

The  nave  of  the  church  belongs  to  the  Greeks.  Connected  with 
the  aisle  are  a  number  of  chapels,  in  each  of  which  some  memorable 
incident  in  the  story  of  the  Crucifixion  is  said  to  have  occurred. 
The  general  effect  of  this  irregular  aggregation  of  buildings  is  more 
impressive  than  I  had  anticipated.  There  is  less  tawdriness  too,  less 
of  meretricious  ornament,  than  is  generally  to  be  found  in  both  Ghreek 
and  Latin  churches. 

Swidayy  Novmiher  28. — Attended  morning  service  in  English 
church.  I  was  disappointed  to  see  so  small  a  congregation  in  a  city  in 
which  England  has  for  so  many  years  maintained  a  bishop  and 
assistant  clergymen.  The  harsh  persecution  to  which  proselytes  are 
subjected  from  the  members  of  other  creeds  perhaps  affords  some 
explanation  of  the  failure  of  our  missionary  efforts  in  Jerusalem.  The 
only  really  effectual  work  in  this  direction  is  achieved  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  schools. 

In  the  afternoon  we  walked  out  through  the  Damascus  Gate,  the 
most  picturesque  of  all  the  gateways,  to  the  so-called  Tombs  of  the 
Kings.  They  are  extensive  excavations  in  the  solid  rock,  but  would 
only  be  interesting  to  an  antiquary. 

Karam  has  been  behaving  worse  than  ever,  and  to-night  he  was 
nearly  going  to  prison.  He  escaped  this  fate ;  but  we  have  dismissed 
him,  and  are  only  too  glad  to  have  parted  with  him. 

JervsaJ^m^  Monday,  November  29. — All  our  baggage  and  the 
tents  having  been  sent  off  under  the  care  of  old  Hadji  Hassan  and 
Ibrahim,  we  wished  good-bye  to  our  friends  at  the  hotel,  left  Karam 
scowling  on  the  doorstep,  and  started  afiresh  with  a  new  dragoman  and 
a  very  grand  Arab  escort ;  Akurah  gambolling  in  front. 

Our  road  at  first  wound  round  the  foot  of  Mount  Olivet,  and  led 
us  to  Bethany,  where  we  alighted  to  look  at  the  tomb  of  Lazarus. 
To  this  day  a  sepulchre  remains,  cut  in  the  rock,  with  the  stone 
rolled  away.  We  descended  a  few  steps  to  enter  it,  and  tried  to 
realise  some  of  its  associations,  for  in  itself  there  is  not  much  to  see. 
After  leaving  Bethany  we  rode  drearily  on  through  the  Wilderness  of 
Judaea  under  a  burning  sun.  Not  a  blade  of  vegetation  was  to  be 
seen ;  nothing  but  rocks,  stones,  and  sand.  The  history  of  this 
district  would  consist  of  tide  records  of  deeds  of  robbery,  violence, 
and  bloodshed.    It  is  certainly  easy  to  conceive  the  ideal  misery  of 
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the  scapegoat  turned  out  into  such  a  desert  with  the  sins  of  the  people 
cast  upon  him  by  the  High  Priest,  as  depicted  so  truthfully  by  Mr. 
Holman  Hunt.  The  road  is  very  good,  paved  most  of  the  way,  and 
evidently  Koman  in  its  origin.  We  passed  the  Wady  el  Kelt,  a  little 
stream  running  through  a  gorge  500  feet  deep.  Its  precipitous  sides 
are  pierced  by  holes  apparently  inaccessible  to  any  but  birds  of  the 
air ;  yet  we  were  assured  that  many  hermits  of  old  had  lived  in  them, 
and  that  one  anchorite  especially  had  resided  for  many  years  in  one 
such  cavity,  uncombed  and  unwashed,  nourishing  his  poor  castigated 
body  on  four  raisins  a  day. 

Cherith  was  next  crossed,  the  brook  where  Elijah  was  fed  by  the 
ravens,  and  soon  after  we  reached  Ain  el  Sultan,  or  Fountain  of  Elisha, 
said  to  have  been  turned  by  him  from  bitter  into  sweet  water. 
Curiously  enough,  here,  as  at  the  fountain  of  Moses  close  to  Mount 
Sinai,  a  small  shrub  grows,  bearing  red  berries,  which,  thrown  into 
brackish  water,  will  make  it  taste  perfectly  sweet  and  remove  all  ill 
effects.  I  have  heard  of  it  from  many  travellers,  though  I  never  tried 
it  myself.  The  waters  of  the  fountain  are  quite  warm ;  there  were 
thousands  of  little  fish  swimming  about  in  the  basin  just  below  where 
the  water  fell  from  the  rock.  The  stream  went  gently  meandering 
on,  through  almost  park-like  scenery,  between  banks  of  soft  and 
mossy  grass.  It  would  have  been  delicious  and  home-like,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  steamy  and  oppressive  atmosphere.  We  all  felt 
overcome  with  lassitude,  and  by  the  time  we  reached  the  encampment 
I  was  so  tired  that  I  began  half  to  regret  having  undertaken  the 
journey.  However,  the  tents  were  comfortable,  and  looked  very 
picturesque,  with  the  large  fires  near  them.  It  was  quite  a  large 
camp;  seventeen  tents,  some  of  them  occupied  by  Americans  and 
Germans,  who  were  travelling  the  same  way.  Whilst  we  were  dining, 
some  women  from  Jericho  came  and  performed  a  curious  dance  with 
swords,  to  the  sound  of  uncouth  musical  instruments  and  harsh 
guttural  cries.  Later  on  a  band  of  men  performed  a  similar  dance, 
and  after  we  got  rid  of  them  we  were  all  very  glad  to  go  to  bed. 
There  was  not  much  sleep,  however,  for  anyone,  for  the  various  Arab 
escorts  made  strange  noises  during  great  part  of  the  night,  while  they 
kept  up  the  camp  fires,  to  scare  away  the  wild  beasts  which  abound 
in  the  low  scrub  between  here  and  the  banks  of  the  Jordan. 

Tuesday^  November  30. — We  were  the  last  party  to  start  from 
the  camping  ground  this  morning,  and  a  ride  of  a  little  more  than 
an  hour  brought  us  to  Eiha.  This  is  decidedly  the  filthiest  and 
nastiest  village  we  have  seen  in  all  our  travels,  which  is  saying  a  great 
deal.  The  plain  of  the  Jordan  has  lost  most  of  its  ancient  fertility, 
but  still  abounds  with  myrtle,  oleander,  henna,  and  a  horrid  little 
thorny  acacia  called  ntihk,  with  hooked  thorns,  which  tear  all  one's 
clothes  to  pieces.  There  are  numbers  of  birds  of  brilliant  and 
beautiful  plumage  in  these  bushes — golden  orioles  and  many  other 
varieties. 

A  ride  of  about  an  hour  and  a  half  brought  us  to  the  banks  of  tlie 
Jordan,  which  are  so  thickly  fringed  with  bamboos  and  canes  that 
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you  can  only  get  down  to  the  water  in  one  place,  where  the  jungle 
has  been  cleared  away.  It  is  to  this  spot  that  the  great  bathing 
pilgrimage  takes  place ;  and  tradition  says  that  here  our  Lord  was  bap^ 
tised.  We  lingered  some  time  on  the  banks,  reading,  filling  bottles 
with  water,  gathering  canes  and  other  things  as  reminiscences.  Pre- 
sently a  large  herd  of  camels  with  their  young  ones  slowly  emerged 
from  the  cane  bushes  on  the  other  side,  and  came  down  to  the  water 
in  groups  of  twenty  or  thirty  to  drink — as  many  at  a  time  as  could 
press  forward  without  getting  out  of  their  depth  in  the  rapid  current 
of  the  river.  There  must  have  been  between  two  and  three  hundred 
of  them.  Some  were  black,  some  white,  and  the  rest  of  all  shades 
of  grey  and  brown.  It  was  wonderful  to  see  them  with  their  heads 
half  hidden  in  the  water,  sucking  it  up  as  if  they  never  meant  to 
stop.  The  wise  beasts  were  laying  in  a  stock  for  many  days,  as  they 
belonged  to  a  tribe  of  Arabs  far  away  on  the  east  side  of  Jordan, 
'a  barren  land,  where  no  water  is,'  and  had  been  driven  down  to 
drink  and  feed. 

The  way,  after  leaving  the  river,  lay  through  a  deseit  of  sand 
encrusted  with  salt  and  sulphur ;  a  dead  level,  except  for  an  occa- 
sional low  liillock  of  drifted  sand.  The  sun  was  hot  and  scorching, 
the  atmosphere  misty  and  oppressive,  and  a  dull,  mirage-like  haze 
hung  over  everything.  It  was  certainly  not  difficult  to  believe  that 
we  were  in  a  natural  basin  or  valley  more  than  one  thousand  feet 
below  the  level  of  the  sea,  where  the  pure  air  of  heaven  found  it  very 
difficult  to  enter.  An  hour's  ride  over  this  desolate  country  brought 
us  to  the  Dead  Sea.  It  is  beautifully  blue,  and  its  banks  are  thickly 
covered  by  fantastic  shapes  of  bleached  drift-wood,  which  look  like  the 
skeletons  of  antediluvian  animals.  The  land  is  wonderfully  rich  a 
little  way  oflf,  towards  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  and  only  requires 
scratching  to  produce  abundant  crops.  We  ate  our  lunch  on  the 
melancholy  shore  of  the  lake.  Albert  went  off  to  bathe  first,  but 
did  not  enjoy  it  much,  though  he  said  the  extraordinary  buoyancy  of 
the  water  must  be  felt  to  be  believed. 

In  the  afternoon  we  started  to  go  up  Mar  Saba.  It  took  us  five 
hours  and  a  half  of  stiff  climbing  through  splendid  gorges  of  rock, 
absolutely  bare  of  vegetation.  The  fresher  air,  as  we  ascended,  was 
very  gratefiil  at  first,  but  by  the  time  we  had  reached  the  top  it  was 
bitterly  cold,  and  quite  dark.  I  felt  thoroughly  knocked  up,  and 
could  scarcely  sit  on  my  horse.  In  fact  I  had  to  be  carried  to  my 
bed,  and  there  I  remained  until  late  next  day.  It  was  a  beautiful 
moonlight  night,  and  we  could  just  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  towers  of 
the  convent  of  Mar  Saba.  The  encampment  of  a  French  lady  and 
her  son  was  between  us  and  the  convent,  the  attendant  Arabs  being 
picturesquely  grouped  in  the  ruddy  glow  of  the  drift-wood  fire. 

Wed/aeBday^i  December  i. — After  breakfast  Tom  and  Albert  went 
to  visit  the  convent  of  Mar  Saba,  founded  by  St.  Saba,  a.d.  419. 
They  found  a  large  building,  strongly  fortified,  and  inhabited  by  an 
order  of  monks  chosen  from  the  lowest  classes  of  men,  without 
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intellect,  education,  or  refinement,  whose  chief  amusement  consisted 
in  feeding  flocks  of  birds,  somewhat  like  blackbirds,  only  with  bright 
yellow  wings,  which  are  peculiar  to  this  district.  The  convent  belongs 
to  the  Greek  Church,  and  is  one  of  the  richest  in  the  East.  This 
accounts  for  the  strong  fortifications  necessary  to  guard  its  treasures 
from  the  surrounding  tribes  of  predatory  Arabs. 

About  noon  we  started  on  our  return  to  Jerusalem,  and  as  I  was 
rather  better,  we  determined  to  go  round  by  Bethlehem.  We  followed 
the  south  side  of  the  brook  Kedron  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  crossed 
it.  A  couple  of  hours'  further  ride  brought  us  near  to  Bethlehem,  and 
just  as  we  were  approaching  this  most  interesting  city  we  saw  the 
miscreant  Karam  in  the  distance.  He  was  moimted  on  a  mule,  from 
which,  in  true  Eastern  fashion,  he  dismounted  when  still  at  some 
distance  from  us,  and  prostrated  himself  many  times  on  the  ground, 
and  then,  as  he  approached  our  horses,  kissed  our  feet,  put  them  on 
his  head,  and  in  short  pretended  to  be  generally  sorry  for  his  misdeeds. 
I  must  say  that  I  did  not  feel  in  the  least  touched,  and  r^;arded  all 
this  merely  as  an  amusing  piece  of  Oriental  acting ;  but  it  quite  melted 
Tom's  heart,  and  he  forgave  him  and  took  him  back.  Ill-timed  mercy, 
as  it  afterwards  proved  to  be. 

We  arrived  at  the  convent  of  Bethany  (founded  by  the  Empress 
Helena)  in  less  than  half  an  hour,  and  found  that  Karam  had  already 
persuaded  the  monks  to  provide  us  with  an  excellent  lunch.  Afterwards 
we  went  to  look  at  the  Church  of  the  Nativity,  part  of  which  belongs 
to  the  Greeks,  part  to  the  Armenians,  and  the  north  side  of  the  choir 
to  the  Latins.  Each  sect  has  its  separate  winding  staircase  leading 
to  the  Chapel  of  the  Nativity,  which  is  in  the  crypt  underneath  the 
church.  The  altar  is  very  simple.  It  has  a  large  silver  star  over  it, 
on  which  is  written  in  Latin,  *  Here  Jesus  Christ  was  bom  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.'  No  one  who  has  not  been  there  can  realise  the  effect  of 
reading  these  words  on  the  very  spot  itself,  for  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  it  authentic.  Round  the  star  are  sixteen  massive  silver 
lamps  which  are  constantly  kept  burning.  In  one  comer  is  the  small 
Chapel  of  theEedella  or  ^Manger.'  The  place  where  the  manger 
stood  is  now  replaced  by  a  marble  trough;  the  original  one  b^g 
supposed  to  be  in*  the  Church  of  Santa  Maria  Maggiore,  at  Kome. 

The  chapels  have  to  be  careftdly  measured  out,  inch  by  inch, 
between  the  different  Christian  sects  who  claim  a  share  in  them ;  but, 
in  spite  of  every  precaution,  scenes  of  violence  and  bloodshed  constantly 
occur ! 

As  we -left  the  church,  our  steps  were  dogged  by  vendors  of  rosaries, 
carved  mother-of-pearl  shells,  and  crosses,  who  followed  and  tormented 
us  till  we  were  far  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  town.  Then  we  came 
to  the  Well  of  Betlilehem  by  the  gate,  and  saw  the  grotto  built  on  the 

rt  where  the  shepherds  were  supposed  to  have  been  ^  watching  their 
ks  by  night'  when  they  saw  the  star  arise  in  the  East.  On  our 
way  back  we  met  crowds  of  pilgrims,  principally  Russians,  moving 
their  pilgrimage  to  the  sacred  shnne.  We  passed  Rebecca's  tomb  on 
our  way  back,  and  two  hours'  steady  riding  brought  us  to  Jerusalem. 
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Thursday,  December  2. — Our  tents  and  baggage  had  not  gone 
through  Jerusalem,  but  straight  on  from  Mar  Saba  to  Bamleh,  so  we 
started  from  the  hotel  in  light  marching  order  about  9  a.m.  this  morn- 
ing. The  road  was  good  and  less  steep  than  usual,  and  led  through 
a  pleasant  country,  but  the  jog-trot  pace  of  the  horses  is  most  trying. 
Close  to  the  site  of  the  ancient  Kirjath-Jearim,  where  the  Ark 
was  kept  until  David  took  it  to  JeruMilem,  is  a  beautiful  Grothic 
church  dedicated  to  St.  Jeremiah.  A  few  years  ago  this  locality 
was  made  dangerous  by  an  Arab  chief,  whose  lawlessness  kept  the 
whole  country  side  in  awe.  We  next  passed  Emmaus,  and  soon  after, 
finding  a  magnificent  carob  tree  over  a  well,  stopped  to  lunch  and 
rest  during  the  heat  of  the  day.  We  had  not  sat  there  long  before 
a  large  Bussian  party  came  up  and  dismounted  also  to  rest  near  us. 
They  had  hired  a  large  steamer,  and  had  come  direct  from  the  Crimea 
to  the  Holy  Land.  The  road  presented  nothing  of  interest  from  this 
point,  and  we  missed  our  way  again  as  we  approached  Eamleh.  It 
was  no  wonder,  for  the  tents  had  been  pitched  quite  away  from  the 
road.  However,  servants  were  out  with  lanterns  looking  for  us,  and 
we  soon  found  ourselves  at  the  camp. 

Friday^  December  3. — We  had  a  most  enchanting  ride  into  Jaffa 
this  morning,  through  groves  of  orange,  lemon,  citron,  and  apricot 
trees,  but  when  we  reached  the  fortified  gates  of  the  city  at  noon,  lo  I 
they  were  closed,  for  this  is  the  Mahometan  Sabbath.  It  required 
time  and  patience  and  backsheesh  to  get  in  at  last,  after  an  hour 
passed  amid  a  motley  crowd  of  camels,  soldiers,  and  fruit  merchants. 
When  once  inside  we  were  equally  eager  to  get  out  again,  for  Jaffa  is 
indescribably  squalid  and  dirty ;  hungry  as  we  were,  it  was  an  effort 
to  eat  any  of  the  breakfast  provided  for  us  at  a  miserable  hotel. 
After  the  attempt  had  been  made,  we  hastened  on  board  the  French 
steamer,  Akiurah  protesting  vehemently  against  the  embarkation,  and 
being  only  got  on  board  by  the  smnmary  process  of  flinging  him  in 
after  us.  Once  on  board,  however,  he  wandered  about  at  his  own 
sweet  will,  everybody  being  too  much  afraid  of  him  to  tie  him  up. 
The  steamer  was  a  fine  and  large  one,  with  an  excellent  cuisi/ne,  but 
the  deck  looked  filthily  dirty,  for  it  was  crowded  with  Arabs,  Turks, 
Jews,  and  pilgrims  of  every  nation,  and  of  the  lowest  class.  They 
lived,  slept,  and  cooked  on  deck,  and  to  add  to  the  noise,  dirt,  and 
confiision,  the  hold  was  filled  with  sheep.  I  had  to  go  to  bed  directly 
I  arrived  and  to  be  put  under  the  French  doctor's  care,  who,  however, 
did  not  do  me  much  good. 

With  the  embarkation  at  Jaffa  my  '  Journal  in  the  Holy  Land ' 
ends.  Notwithstanding  the  feet  that  I  was  dangerously  iU  for  more 
than  two  months  at  Malta,  and  that  I  still  occasionally  feel  the 
effects  of  that  dreadful  Syrian  fever,  I  shall  always  regard  the 
journey  in  Palestine  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  my  many  wan- 
derings ;  a  feeling  which  would  be  greatly  enhanced  if  I  could  think 
that  it  was  in  any  degree  shared  by  my  present  readers. 

Annie  JSbasset.  ' 
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Edward  and  Catherine  Stanley,* 

r[IS  volume  contains  a  sketch  of  a  career  full  of  interest,  and  of 
a  mind  yet  fuller.  Thirty  years  ago  the  present  Dean  of  West^ 
minster  introduced  a  collection  of  the  Charges  and  Sermons  of  his 
fether,  Bishop  Stanley,  with  a  graceful  and  modest  memoir.  That 
memoir  he  now  reprints ;  he  adds  to  it  a  selection  from  his  mother's 
journals  and  letters.  The  charm,  of  contrasted  characteristics  in 
husband  and  wife,  when  each  character  is  good  in  its  own  way,  is 
matter  of  notoriety ;  but  dissimilar  traits  have  never  blended  in  a 
happier  harmony  than  in  the  parents  of  Dean  Stanley. 

The  Bishop  of  Norwich  was  destined  for  the  Church  by  the  &mily 
living  of  Alderley.  His  son  allows  that  ^  in  ordinary  circumstances 
it  is  obvious  the  clerical  calling  would  not  have  been  deemed  his 
natural  vocation.'  He  knew  little  Latin  and  less  Greek.  He  was 
no  profound  student  of  patristic  theology,  and  did  not  supply  its 
place  with  German  metaphysics.  There  was  in  him  none  of  the 
enthusiasm  which  in  an  Evangelical  clergyman  might  have  com- 
pensated for  lack  of  learning.  He  had  no  sentiment  for  religious 
art,  or  for  mysticism,  which  might  have  attracted  him  towards  Oxford 
Tractarianism.  Had  there  been  no  Rectory  of  Alderley  he  would 
have  been  a  skilful  sailor.  Had  he  been  the  elder  son,  instead  of 
the  second,  he  would  have  been  an  ardent  sportsman.  As  it  was,  the 
regret  of  his  life  was  that  he  was  a  landsman,  and  his  favourite 
recreation  was  ornithology.  All  seemed  to  unfit  him  for  a  parsonage 
or  a  mitre.  The  Church  revival,  which  began  when  he  was  still  in 
early  middle  life,  pointed  the  opposition  between  him  and  the  lot 
which  had  been  chosen  for  rather  than  by  him.  He  scarcely  imder- 
stood  the  language  spoken  around  him.  He  was  equally  isolated 
from  High  and  from  Low  Churchmen.  Yet  he  transformed  Alderley 
into  a  model  parish.  Though  that  strange  monster,  a  Whig  bishop,  he 
won  the  aflfection  of  a  population  which,  so  far  as  it  belonged  to  the 
Church,  was  Tory ;  so  fiu:  as  it  was  intellectual,  was  Unitarian ;  and  so 
far  as  it  was  philanthropic,  was  Quaker.  The  secret  of  his  success  in 
opposition  to  circumstances  lay  in  the  very  fact  of  that  opposition. 
He  liked  uphill  work.  A  sense  of  the  necessity  of  surmounting  '  the 
obstacles  which  nature  or  education  had  thrown  in  his  way '  invigo- 
rated him.  To  him,  his  son  boasts,  'the  call  of  duty  was  not  merely 
a  conmiand  but  an  encouragement — the  voice  of  a  trumpet  which 
cheered  and  inspirited  him,  at  the  same  time  that  it  compelled  him 
to  act.'    As  a  man  he  felt  there  were  questions  he  could  not  solve. 


'  Memoirs  of  Udward  and  Catherine  Stanley,  Edited  by  their  son,  A.  P.  Stanley, 
D.D.,  Dean  of  Westminster.    London  :  John  Murray.  1879. 
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That  no  more  dulled  his  zeal  than  ignorance  of  the  captain's  reasons 
for  ordering  his  ship  to  be  sailed  on  anew  tack  would  hinder  a  midship- 
man from  obeying  orders.  To  a  sick  man  who  propounded  to  him 
theological  problems,  he  frankly  admitted :  ^  I  do  not  answer  one  of 
your  diflBculties.  I  grant  them  all.  They  are  difficulties.  I  cannot 
explain  them.'  But  though  he  pardoned  the  love  of  inquiry  in 
others,  and  even  admired  it  in  an  Arnold,  for  himself  he  rather 
treated  the  impossibility  of  solving  theological  mysteries  as  a  personal 
incapacity.  He  never  allowed  it  for  a  moment  to  interfere  with  the 
fulfilment  of  what  he  regarded  as  a  simple  commission  he  was  boimd 
to  discharge.  From  no  dictates  of  caution,  but  naturally  and  spon- 
taneously, he  marked  out  for  himself  a  territory  outside  or  beyond 
party.  He  was  no  theological  eclectic.  His  part  was  that  of  a  Church 
administrator.  The  primary  aspect  the  English  Church  wore  in  his 
eyeg  was  that  of  a  Christian  society  to  be  organised.  The  rivalries  of 
schools  of  thought  within  its  borders  had  for  him  no  attraction. 

Alderley  he  made  a  model  parish  by  constituting  himself  itc 
ecclesiastical  squire,  as  his  brother,  the  first  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley, 
was  its  lay  squire.  '  Without  losing  for  a  moment  the  advantage 
which  birth  and  station  always  give  to  an  English  gentleman  in  his 
dealings  with  the  poor,  he  yet  descended  to  the  level  of  their  tastes 
and  pursuits.'  The  rectory  became  *  the  home  of  the  parish.'  By  the 
unconscious  assertion  of  an  official  and  an  hereditary  right  he  played 
the  part  of  a  benevolent  autocrat.  In  the  public-houses  he  caused 
placards  to  be  framed,  exhorting  to  sobriety.  Apparently,  the 
Cheshire  publicans  never  thought  of  disputing  his  title  to  control 
their  trade.  If  there  were  a  fight  in  the  village  he  could  stop  it. 
*  There  was  such  a  spirit  in  him,'  was  the  admiring  testimony  of  the 
peasantry.  Parishioners  might  sometimes  wish  he  had  decided 
differently  on  the  course  their  destinies  were  to  take ;  but,  '  as  the 
Eector  says  it,  we  must  not  go  against  him.'  His  was  the  perfect 
type  of  the  old-fashioned  country  parson.  He  taught  the  catechism 
and  he  sold  cheap  blankets.  He  belonged,  however,  to  the  nineteenth 
century,  so  he  lectured  also  on  ornithology  and  mineralogy,  and 
pleaded  on  behalf  of  Catholic  emancipation.  Circumstances  made 
Alderley  amenable  to  every  kindly  and  liberal  influence  he  chose  to 
bring  to  bear  upon  it.  We  can  hardly  wonder  that  Lord  Melbourne's 
otfev  in  1837  of  the  See  of  Norwich  was  an  occasion  of  sadness  and 
almost  despair  to  the  parish  he  had  moulded.  *The  very  footbreadth  ini 
the  road  where  the  villagers  had  shed  tears  on  first  hearing  of  the  news; 
long  lived  in  their  recollection.' 

What  might  seem,  at  first  sight,  more  surprising  is  that  the  oflfer 
should  have  been  accepted.  He  knew  very  well  he  could  not  hope 
for  such  a  conjunction  of  official  and  private  happiness  at  Norwich 
as  at  Alderley.  He  probably  suspected  that  he  could  secure  little 
of  the  success  as  a  bishop  which  he  had  achieved  as  parish  priest. 
But,  in  fact,  the  man  was  so  constituted  that  the  alien  nature  of 
the  work  at  Norwich  was  an  attraction.    The  ^Tiig  clergyman 
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believed  he  had  lessons  to  teach  in  a  seat  of  ecclesiastical  Toryism. 
A  bom  administrator  saw  a  life's  taskwork  ready  for  him  in  a 
diocese  which  had  been  slumbering  imder  the  rule  of  a  bishop  who 
lived  to  ninety-three.  As  a  mere  piece  of  ecclesiastical  machinery, 
Norwich  diocese  was  in  a  state  of  the  most  extraordinary  rust  and 
dilapidation.  Clerical  zeal  had  come  to  be  regarded  with  suspicion. 
Clergy  and  congregations  had  agreed  to  be  apathetic  together. 
Men  who  felt  conscious  of  intelligence  and  enthusiasm  fled  from  the 
benumbing  atmosphere  of  Eastern  Counties  churchmanship.  Edward 
Stanley  understood  himself  well  enough  to  be  assured  that  he  could  do 
something  towards  restoring,  at  any  rate,  ecclesiastical  discipline.  It  is 
a  commonplace  of  the  extravagances  of  the  plurality  system  how,  in 
the  diocese  of  Norwich,  fifteen  churches  were  served  by  three  brothers. 
^Iverything  was  done  slovenly,  even  to  the  administration  of  the  rites 
of  burial  and  baptism.  The  new  Bishop  had  obeyed  ecclesiastical  law 
at  Alderley  as  an  ecclesiastical  subaltern.  He  insisted,  as  conmianding 
officer,  on  obedience  to  it  at  Norwich.  His  eflForts  were,  his  son  ac- 
knowledges, and  as  he  himfeelf  often  lamented,  only  partially  suocessftd. 
But  his  rule  produced  *  a  visible  and  permanent  efiect.'  By  the 
twelfth  year  of  his  episcopate  a  hundred  and  seventy-three  additional 
parsonage  houses  helped  to  cure  the  crying  evil  of  non-residence. 
In  many  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  parishes,  the  church  had  been  opened 
only  once  a  fortnight.  His  importunities  with  his  clergy  resulted  in 
an  addition  throughout  the  diocese  of  three  hundred  and  forty-seven 
services.  Evil  moral  example  among  his  clergy  he  attacked  with  *a 
severity  imsparing  alike  of  the  delinquents  and  of  himself.'  '  The 
thought  of  screening  such  cases  to  avoid  scandal  to  the  Church  was 
utterly  imknown  to  him.' 

But  Bishop  Stanley  did  not  effect  these  reforms  without  personal 
tsuffering.  The  dull  mass  of  clerical  indolence  which  resented  the 
stirring  of  its  lethargy  gave  weight  to  the  active  dislike  cherished 
against  a  prelate  who  adhered  to  no  party.  His  proposal  to  nominate 
Dr.  Arnold  to  preach  his  Consecration 'sermon,  though  evaded  by 
Archbishop  Howley,  was  remembered  and  regarded  as  an  outrage. 
The  Bishop's  own  first  address  from  a  Norwich  pulpit  was  construed  as 
a  declaration  of  war  upon  Chm'ch  orthodoxy.  All  that  this  *  heretical 
sermon  of  a  Liberal  Bishop '  did  was  to  inculcate  tolerance  of  Dissent 
and  the  advantage  of  combining  secular  with  religious  instruction. 
Probably  the  preacher  had  not  suspected  that  he  was  dealing  in 
explosives.  He  uttered  what  appeared  to  his  own  mind  apparent 
truths.  His  faith  in  the  Trinity  was  called  in  question  because  in 
the  innocent  desire  to  pay  a  personal  compliment  to  an  aged  Unitarian 
he  had  subscribed  for  a  copy  of  a  volume  of  sermons.  His  hospitality 
to  Father  Mathew,  as  the  apostle  of  temperance,  was  branded  as  a 
defiance  of  the  Church  of  England's  enmity  for  the  Church  of  Borne. 
His  defence  of  the  drama  and  his  hospitality  to  Madame  G-oldschmidt 
were  displeasing  to  a  multitude  of  pragmatical  Churchmen.  That  the 
old  President  of  the  Linnaean  Society  retained  a  fondness  for  natural 
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history  when  he  could  no  longer  pursue  researches  in  it,  was  itself  an 
offence.  His  ftmeral  sermon  on  an  ^  unbaptized  Quaker/  Joseph 
Gnrney,  the  philanthr(^ist^  seemed  to  many  clerical  purists  an  insult 
to  the  Establishment.  At  one  period  it  appeared  that  the  Whig  Bishop 
4rf  Norwich  could  say  and  do  nothing  which  was  not  forthwith  mis- 
oomstrued  and  perverted  into  hostility  to  orthodoxy.  In  truth,  the 
Bishop  slipped  into  controversies  from  no  love  of  them,  and  from  no 
desire  to  annoy  opponents.  His  gaze  was  not  extraordinarily  wide 
or  profound ;  but  within  its  scope  it  was  clear ;  it  seemed  to  him 
n,  matter  of  course  to  judge  men  by  their  acts^  and  not  by  their 
theological  denomination.  His  own  sensibilities  were  apparently  not 
very  acute ;  and  often  he  probed  a  sore  place  in  simple  ignorance  of 
its  existence.  When  the  sufferer  turned  upon  him  he  was  ready  to 
defend  his  act;  had  he  anticipated  the  uproar  he  might  probably  have 
abstained  from  furnishing  its  occasion. 

Some  of  his  critics  have  declared  him  to  be  as  Himid  as  a  hare.^ 
His  son  pronounces  him  as  ^courageous  as  a  lion.'  He  may  well  have 
been  both.  As  a  controversialist  he  felt  bitterly  his  want  of  learning 
and  of  the  instinct  for  appreciating  the  passions  which  moved  the  eccle^ 
diastical  world  of  his  episcopal  period.  When  once  the  battle  was  joined, 
besitaticHi  disappeared  even  in  a  scholastic  controversy.  As  a  ruler  of 
the  Church,  and  a'^guardian  of  its  discipline,  he  was  sensible  of  no  timo- 
rousness  from  first  to  last.  He  could  fiEwe  a  rude  Chartist  mob  in  his 
Oathedral,  and  an  ill-conducted  clergyman  with  equal  intrepidity.  In 
8uch  collisions  he  may  even  have  experienced  a  certain  pleasure.  What 
be  doubtless  missed  out  of  his  old  sedentary  life  was  not  the  serene  calm 
of  a  rural  parsonage.  His  energetic  temperament  can  scarcely  have 
valued  that  very  highly.  It  was  the  power  of  direct  contact  with  the 
people  be  had  to  govern.  At  Alderley  when  he  had  stopped  the  fight,  or 
rebuked  intoxication,  the  brawlers  or  the  drunkards  were  within  his 
beck  and  call,  to  watch  over  and  reform.  As  the  Bishop  of  a  diocese 
he  must  have  felt  himself  too  far  aloof  and  remote.  The  sense  of 
the  want  may  be  traced  in  his  efforts  to  supply  it.  He  delighted  in 
treating  the  busy  city  of  Norwich  as  his  own  especial  parish.  He 
would  frequent  the  dreariest  alleys,  to  pray  and  read  with  their 
inhabitants.  He  used  to  bid  curates  note  for  him  who  were 
sick  among  the  poor  in  their  charge,  that  he  might  visit  them. 
*  It  is,'  he  said,  ^  a  kind  of  work  that  I  enjoy  beyond  all  other.' 
Overworked  and  dying,  though  he  knew  it  not,  he  was  persuaded  to 
make  holiday  in  Scotland.  But  first  he  stipulated  that  ^if  the 
cholera,  which  wa$  then  ravaging  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  should 
reach  his  own  city,  he  should  return  at  once.  The  moment  the 
diloleia  breaks  out,  I  return  instantly  to  be  at  my  post." '  All  suffering, 
^hough  in  less  importunate  forms  than  sickness,  attracted  him  as  of 
course.  The  sick  were  too  often  beyond  his  reach.  His  craving  for 
acope.for  his  pastoral  benevolence  made  an  opening  for  itself  by 
bestowing  poQuliar  solicitude  upon  those  who  were  more  particularly 
iiiendless.   At  confirmations,  to  which  he  gave  new  life  in  the  Nor- 
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wich  diocese,  ^  the  objects  that  would  especially  engage  his  attention 
were  the  children  who  came  from  the  different  onion-honses.  His  eye 
was  always  quick  to  discover  their  homely  appearance,  and  before  they 
were  allowed  to  leave  the  rails  of  the  Commimion-table  he  would 
address  them  individually.  It  was  his  habit,  on  his  return  home,  to 
forward  to  each  a  Bible  and  a  Prayer-Book,  in  which  the  names  of  the 
child  and  the  donor  were  written  with  his  own  hand/ 

While  this  restless  career  of  administrative  and  philanthropic 
energy  was  stirring  and  troubling  the  stagnant  waters  of  East  Anglian 
churchmanship,  an  utterly  different  spirit  and  character  pervaded  and 
gave  the  tone  to  the  atmosphere  of  Bishop  Stanley's  home.  Edward 
Stanley  had  vigour  of  character  and  an  elevated  sense  of  duty. 
He  was  animated  by  a  generous  passion  for  order.    But  there 
naturally  a  want  of  light  and  shade  in  his  conmion  sense.    His  wife 
possessed  no  special  gift  of  organisation.    She  felt  and  she  reflected 
without  desiring  forthwith  to  realise  her  meditations.    Nothing  could 
be  less  similar,  even  in  their  excellences,  than  wife  and  husband. 
Yet,  as  we  read  this  selection  from  her  thoughts,  we  fancy  we  discover 
how  the  naturally  narrow  bounds  of  Edward  Stanley's  theol<^  may 
have  opened,  and  how  the  somewhat  hard  disciplinarian  learnt  to  find 
no  greater  enjoyment  than  in  comforting  a  sick  bed  and  softening 
the  harsh  lot  of  a  workhouse  child.     Mrs.  Stanley  was  endowed 
with  more  than  a  refined  woman's  insight.    Her  chief  delight  was  to 
cultivate  the  faculty  of  introspection.    One  of  the  earliest  extracts 
her  son  publishes  from  her  correspondence  is  a  panegyric  on  the  once 
famous  but  now  forgotten  essays  of  John  Foster.    Her  pleasure  in 
studying  them,  she  explains,  is  derived  not  only  from  the  writer's  own 
reflections,  but  from  those  he  leads  her  to  make  upon  her  own 
character.    Her  own  nature  is  a  perpetual  and  agreeable  mystery  to 
her.    She  questions  herself  curiously  why  one  day  she  has  felt  an  inex- 
plicable luxury  as  well  in  ^  breathing  the  sweet  evening  air  in  the  garden ' 
as  in  Hhe  being  made  miserable  by  Mrs.  Opie's  "Father  and  Daughter."' 
The  want  of  correspondence  between  the  essential  enormity  of 
crimes  and  their  penalties  is  a  problem  she  is  not  afraid  to  consider. 
'  The  crimes  held  the  most  odious  are  those  which  interfere  with  the 
welfere  of  society.    But  the  matter  of  fact  is  that  those  very  crimes, 
so  odious,  do  not  necessarily  argue  a  heart  so  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
religion,  so  far  from  an  union  with  God,  as  many  oUier  dispositions.' 
As  a  physician  watches  symptoms,  she  watches  the  gradations  of 
change,  produced  by  mere  external  circumstances,  in  her  judgment  of 
h3r  neighbours.    In  sickness  ^  how  instantly  the  idea  of  inmiediatd 
danger  softens  every  feeling  towards  the  individual,  and  places  him  in 
a  different  relative  position  to  you  !    How  all  the  best  parts  of  the 
character  rise  at  once  to  your  view,  every  reason  of  regret,  every  tie, 
every  feeling  of  tenderness  or  affection.'    Self-study  is  no  insurance 
against  vexation  at  unjust  estimates  by  others.    The  journals  record 
what  are  seemingly  attempts  by  the  writer  to  school  herself  into  *  in- 
dependence of  others'  opinions.'   The  want  of  it  produces  an  effect 
she  declares  to  be  *  chilling,  cramping^  despairing.' 
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In  all  she  writes  and  thinks  an  eagerness  is  visible  to  see  two  sides 
of  a  question  or  a  character.  In  one  place  she  catalogues  the  possible 
drawbacks  to  the  qualities  commonly  accepted  as  meritorious.  The 
*  notable'  woman  is  often  only '  stingy,  trifling,  bothering the  *  tract- 
able '  child  is  sometimes  'spiritless, dull, hopeless;'  the  '  honest'  servant, 
one  who  is  '  always  suspicious  and  complaining.'  She  acknowledges  « 
punctuality  to  be  *  the  comfort  of  life,'  and  that  the  want  of  it  is  *  a  public 
inconvenience,  selfishness,  want  of  consideration.'  Unfortunately, 
when  she  surveys  the  most  punctual  people  of  her  acquaintance, 
she  finds  them  '  the  most  disagreeable.'  The  unpunctual  are  '  easy, 
unfussy,  good-tempered,  ready  for  enjoyment,  bcuob  souci,  unformal.' 
At  another  time  she  is  seen  reminding  herself  of  the  counterbalancing 
vices  and  virtues  of  rival  Churches.  In  Catholicism  she  perceives 
the  good  tendencies  in  the  shape  of  faith,  reverence,  and  self-sacrifice, 
as  well  as  the  bad  towards  superstition,  equivocation,  and  carelessness 
about  so-called  venial  sins.  In  Evangelicalism  she  recognises,  beyond 
the  narrowness,  and  emphasis  on  doctrines  above  works,  the  spirituality 
and  zeal,  and  even  the  liberality  in  *  dwelling  on  the  Church  of 
Christ  rather  than  the  Church  of  England.'  Unitarianism  itself  has 
a  kind  word  from  her  for  its  toleration,  love  of  science,  and  *  uni- 
versal philanthropy,'  though  she  condemns  its  deficiency  in  humility 
and  Christian  love,  its  *  resting  on  outward  moral  works,'  and  even  its 
want  of  *  literature  and  scholarahip.' 

In  one  note  the  hereditary  Wlug,  and  political  and  social  reformer, 
is  in  revolt  against  all  her  traditions  and  practice.  She  deplores  that  she 
has  been  bom  in  an  <  age  of  humbug.'  It  is  an  age,  she  exclaims  to  her- 
self, of  the  establishment  of '  branch  Bible  societies,  when  Bibles  might 
be  procured  with  equal  ease  and  rather  less  expense  from  the  neighbour- 
ing towns.'  Means  are '  accumulated  for  teaching  certain  classes  of  per- 
sons what  those  persons  can  never  make  any  use  of.'  Girls  are  taught 
Latin  and  mathematics,  ^  whilst  the  practical  doctrine  of  the  odiousness 
of  female  blueism,  requiring  every  charm  of  manner  and  face  to  get 
over,  is  rather  gaining  than  losing  ground.'  The  greatest  incon- 
venience is  imdergone  to  *  have  one's  letters  soon,'  when  '  we  have 
not  in  the  course  of  the  year  one  that  would  signify  if  it  lay  at  the 
post-oflSce  two  days  instead  of  two  hours.'  With  no  fear  of  Trades' 
Union  Congresses  before  her  eyes,  or  the  fate  of  Archbishop  Whately's 
economical  reputation,  she  actually  decries  '  subscriptions  to  relieve 
the  distressed  manufacturers,  who  thereby  are  enabled  to  stand  out 
for  wages  against  their  masters.'  In  another  two  or  three  weeks  the 
fit  of  disgust  is  over;  perhaps  there  was  a  glimpse  of  gay  spring 
weather;  and  at  the  end  of  the  same  Febraary,  1827,  she  observes 
that '  there  never  has  been  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  things 
and  men  since  the  world  began  that  was  not  called  humbug  by  some- 
body.' She  admires  Arnold's  bold  avowal  of  the  existence  of  diflBcul- 
ties  in  the  Scriptures,  and  eulogises  Milman  for  taking  his  stand,  in 
his  *  History  of  the  Jews,'  upon  *the  high  ground  that  it  is  the  over- 
demand  on  people's  faith  that  makes  shipwreck  of  it.'  Such  lati- 
tudinarianism  approves  itself,  however,  not  because  the  province  of 
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religion  is  thereby  limited,  but  because  it  is  widened  to  her.  ^  The 
moment  this  latitude  of  interpretation  is  allowed,  one's  mind  has 
nothing  to  divert  it  from  dwelling  only  on  what  is  unquestionably 
divine.'  If  she  admired  the  courage  of  Milman  and  Arnold,  she 
reverenced  the  humility  of  the  &ith  of  Beginald  Heber,  of  whom  she 
writes  in  1824:  ^He  seemed  positively  not  to  know  from  his  own 
experience  the  existence  of  evil  passions;  and  the  effect  of  this 
was  that  he  could  never  be  brought  to  believe  in  the  evil  designs  and 
bad  motives  of  others.'  Then  suddenly  among  the  higher  flights  of 
thought  and  fancy  comes  a  pleasant  little  reminder  that  the  jour- 
nalist is  a  woman  after  all.  She  is  recording  a  dream  of  the  past 
night,  in  which  she  had  found  herself  at  the  point  of  death.  A 
thousand  things,  she  remembered,  rushed  at  once  into  her  mind,  first 
about  her  children,  but  next  *  what  I  wished  done  with  my  things.' 

In  these  extracts,  the  history  of  a  very  tender  and  graceful  mind 
is  the  most  valuable  feature.  But  Mrs.  Stanley  could  describe  what 
she  saw  as  picturesquely  as  what  she  felt.  Alderley  Mere  gleams  in 
the  pages  of  her  diary.  Alderley  churchyard  is  b(^h  seen  and  heard 
preaching  a  sermon  on  death  and  life,  in  a  starry  August  night,  from 
'  the  graves  on  which  I  stood,  the  worlds  above  my  head.'  Very 
regretfully  she  has  to  interrupt  the  discourse  in  order  to  ^  come  in  and 
tlmik  what  gowns  must  be  packed  for  High  Legh.'  Another  day 
she  sketches  the  old  manor  house  of  fifty  years  ago,  with  ^  the  laige 
hall  swallowing  up  half  the  house,'  the  velvet  lawn,  and  ^  the 
verses  over  every  rustic  seat;'  the  rectory,  not  yet  agitated  by  in- 
fluences either  of  Oriel,  or  of  Exeter  Hall,  or  of  Eugby;  where 
*you  see  that  every  stick  and  flower  about  the  house  is  an 
object  of  care  and  interest,  that  these  make  the  events  of  life.' 
She  is  taken  to  see  the  elder  Kean  play  OtheUo.  So  diminutive, 
that  he  looked  like  ^  a  little  black  girl  in  a  shift,'  with  a  voice  so 
bad,  ^  whenever  it  rises  out  of  the  common  level,  as  to  make  you  in- 
voluntarily clear  your  throat  for  him,'  he  yet  made  her  feel  how  *  mind 
could  rise  over  matter.'  But  she  felt  it  by  a  certain  compulsioiL 
In  a  few  days  she  sees  him  as  Bichard  III.,  when  the  play  of  his 
countenance,  ^  half  at  least  of  his  acting,'  could  be  observed,  and  is 
captivated.  In  the  battle  scene  ^  his  fencing  really  puts  you  out  <^ 
breath — it  is  not  fencing,  it  is  fighting  for  his  Ufe.  Nothing  can 
be  finer  than  the  effect  of  the  disarmed  hand  fighting  on.' 

The  occasion  of  her  stay  in  London  was  the  visit  of  the  Allied 
Sovereigns  in  June  1814.  The  Czar  was  the  centre  of  attraction.  Mrs. 
Stanley  notes  one  transparency  inscribed  ^  Hosanna  to  Jehovah,  Britain, 
and  Alexander  I '  She  could  not  obtain  a  seat  at  the  Opera  on  the 
gala  night,  but  was  told  as  an  ^  imdoubted '  fieu^t  that  the  Emperor  and 
Prince  B^ent,  when  the  Princess  of  Wales  came  into  her  box,  rose 
and  bowed  to  her,  it  is  supposed  by  previous  arrangement.'  Lord 
Liverpool  had  ^  declared  that  he  would  resign  unless  something  of  the 
sort  were  done.'  One  gentleman,  she  was  also  informed,  *  made  forty 
{^neas  by  opening  his  box  door  and  allowing  those  in  the  lobbies  to 
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take  a  peep  for  a  guinea  apiece.'  Next  to  the  Emperor,  Blucher  was 
the  most  admired  of  the  strangers.  Mrs.  Stanley  laments,  ^  I  was 
close  to  Blucher  yesterday,  but  only  saw  his  back,  for  I  never  thought 
of  looking  at  a  man's  face  who  had  only  got  a  black  coat  on.' 
Alexander,  she  complains,  required  a  foxhound's  sagacity  to  scent 
him,  for  ^  he  slips  round  by  back  ways.'  He  had  also  a  disconcerting 
objection  to  long  sittings.  Invited  to  dine  by  the  City,  he  accepted 
on  condition  that  the  Imnquet  should  not  ^  exceed  three-quarters  of 
an  hour,'  at  which  Sir  William  Curtis  lifted  up  his  hands,  and 
exclaimed,  'God  bless  me  I '  Even  mere  Englishmen  connected  with 
the  triumphant  foreign  policy  were  not  neglected.  She  saw  Lord 
Castlereagh  in  the  Park  '  almost  pulled  off  his  horse  by  congratulations 
and  huzzahs  as  loud  as  the  Emperor's.'  Great  objects,  it  might  have 
been  thought,  would  have  swallowed  up  the  little  ones.  *  No  such 
thing  I  They  have  only  made  the  appetite  for  them  more  ravenous.' 
Ix)rd  Hill  at  the  review  had  to  preserve  his  Order  of  the  Bath  from 
being  carried  off  as  a  keepsake  by  handing  it  to  Major  Churchill. 
Major  Churchill  put  it  in  his  holster,  and  *  declared,'  or  more  probably 
swore,  *  he  would  cut  any  man's  hand  off  who  touched  it.'  The  mob 
had  to  content  itself  by  tearing  away  Lord  Hill's  sword  by  breaking 
the  belt,  handing  it  round  to  be  kissed,  and  pulling  hair  out  of  his 
horse's  tail.  '  One  butcher's  boy,  who  arrived  at  the  happiness  <rf 
shaking  his  hand,  they  chaired,  exclaiming,  This  is  the  man  who 
has  shaken  hands  with  Lord  Hill." '  When,  asks  Mrs.  Stanley,  *  can 
the  English  ever  be  called  cool  and  phlegmatic  again  ? ' 

Her  other  special  experience  of  an  historical  event  was  the  occa* 
sion  of  the  opening  of  the  railway  from  Liverpool  to  Manchester  by 
the  Duke  of  Wellington.  The  Tories  of  the  district  embraced  the 
opportunity  to  ffete  the  Duke.  A  Whig  lady  like  Mrs.  Stanley  felt  a 
certain  gratified  party  malice  in  remarking  that  the  '  very  ugliest  of  the 
ugly  formed  the  first  rank  of  the  avenue  of  dames  up  which  the  hero 
passed  on  his  airival.'  She  does  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  Prime 
Minister '  made  a  bad  long  speech  and  a  good  short  one.'  As  it  happened 
sadly  enough,  the  Duke  was  not  the  hero  of  the  solemnity  after  all.  She 
and  her  husband  had  been  given  places  to  see  the  train  come  in  from 
LiverpooL  The  appointed  hour  was  past.  '  At  last  we  heard  a  distant 
cheer ;  but  it  died  away,  as  the  engine  which  approached  came  with 
only  one  car  attached  to  it.  Presently  there  was  a  cry  through  the 
crowd  of  "  A  surgeon — Lord  Wilton  wants  a  surgeon — the  Duke  is 
hurt." '  The  sufferer  was  Mr.  Huskisson,  not  the  Duke.  The  Duke 
was  persuaded,  much  against  his  kindly  inclination,  to  continue  his 
journey  to  Manchester,  leaving  Mr.  Huskisson  at  Eccles  Eectory. 
The  mob,  which  perhaps  had  not  realised  the  disaster  to  a  great 
statesman^  cheered  the  Prime  Minister.  *  The  cheers,'  writes  Mrs. 
Stanley,  who  had  heard  of  the  tragedy,  '  turned  one  sick.'  The 
calamity  marred  the  effect  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  visit  to 
Lancashire,  which  the  party  managers  had  hoped  to  convert  into  a 
political  demonstration.  But  in  no  case  could  the  progress  of  Reform 
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have  been  retarded.  Mrs.  Stanley  was  too  meditative  to  make  a 
perfect  partisan.  She  was  no  Radical,  ^  rather  leaning,'  she  confesses, 
^  to  the  illiberal  side  of  the  question,'  and  regretting  the  march  of 
intellect  which,  she  thought,  confused  the  distinctions  of  rank.  An 
entry  in  her  diary  of  a  visit  to  a  wealthy  and  highly  educated 
manu£EU^turer  mentions,  as  a  &ct  needing  record,  that  he  is  ^  quite  a 
gentleman.'  Even  in  the  eager  strife  of  the  general  election  her 
emotions  were  excited  not  by  the  hopes  of  Whiggism,  but  by  '  the 
universal  sacrifice  on  both  sides  of  private  feeling,  private  interests, 
and  private  opinions,  to  the  cause.'  The  very  attorneys  received  no 
pay :  *  I  do  not  consider  myself  your  agent,'  said  the  Macclesfield 
lawyer  to  the  reforming  candidate, '  but  the  agent  of  the  cause.'  She 
claimed  it  *  as  the  privilege  of  womanhood '  to  be  able  to  discern 
'  the  middle  line  of  moderation  and  truth,  which  is  imperceptible, 
and  inaccessible,  and  impracticable,  to  those  who  are  to  take  an 
active  part — to  men,  in  short.'  She  would  have  been  either  more  or 
less  than  woman  had  the  wife  of  a  Stanley  of  Alderley  been  im- 
pervious to  a  sense  of  pleasm^e  at  the  balance  inclining  in  the  direc- 
tion she  considered  altogether  the  direction  of  truth  and  national 
enlightenment. 

That  the  Whig  triumph  was  to  turn  the  happiest  of  Cheshire 
rectors  into  a  struggling  and  unpopular  Bishop  may  or  may  not  have 
been  foreseen  by  her;  it  could  scarcely  have  been  desired.  Her 
husband  and  herself  shared  a  lifelong  regret  for  that  perfect  home, 
and  year  by  year  they  afiectionately  revisited  it.  He  never  found 
again  the  old  delightful  correspondence  between  his  work  and  his 
powers.  With  her  the  sudden  silence  of  her  journal  indicates  that 
episcopal  cares  denied  to  the  wife,  as  well  as  the  husband,  leisure 
for  Uving  the  inner  life  of  which  the  diary  had  registered  the 
growth.  The  philosophic  temper,  however,  survived  transplanta^ 
tion  to  a  scene  of  combative  and  often  rancorous  controversy.  It 
survived  even  as  terrible  a  series  of  losses  as  ever  woman  suffered 
and  made  no  fuss  over.  Her  husband  died  in  September  1849.  Her 
youngest  son,  Captain  Charles  Edward  Stanley,  had  already  died  in 
August  in  Tasmania.  Her  eldest.  Captain  Owen  Stanley,  the  explore 
of  the  mazes  of  the  Coral  Sea  and  the  coast  of  New  Gruinea, 
died  in  March  1850.  One  after  another  descended  these  blows  upon 
her.  They  neither  crushed  her  power  of  thought,  nor  deadened  her 
sjrmpathies.  This  generation  has  forgotten  the  Whig  Bishop  of 
Norwich.  It  may  be  grateful  to  the  filial  piety  which,  in  reviving 
the  recollection  of  the  Bishop's  work,  has  restored  to  it  the  setting 
which  toned  and  tempered  in  life  its  harder  outlines — the  gracious 
piety  and  enlightened  tolerance  of  a  woman  who,  in  a  less  happy 
home,  might  have  made  a  poetess  or  a  metaphysician. 
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Our  Sons  at  Eton  and  Oxford. 
By  a  «  Pakbnt.' 
With  Ehioidatuyria  by  One  of  the  Sons. 

THESE  has  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion  lately  in  respect  to  the 
great  public  schools,  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  were  never  so  much 
talked  of  before  though  they  have  existed  so  long.  Whether  this  is 
a  mere  fashion,  as  are  so  many  other  subjects  which  get  torn  to 
tatters  at  one  moment,  then  are  suffered  to  drop  into  quiet  for  half  a 
century,  or  if  there  is  a  better  reason  for  it,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
decide.  Perhaps  it  is  because  in  this  age  of  universal  pretension  and 
equality,  many  people  send  their  sons  to  Eton  who  never  would  have 
thought  of  such  a  proceeding  a  few  generations  back.  Now  that  we 
are  jdl  determined  to  place  our  offspring  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  of  dukes  and  millionaires,  it  is  natural  that  a  great  deal  of  public 
attention  should  be  concentrated  on  the  subject.  Dukes  and  very  rich 
persons  do  not  in  general  excel  in  the  fisu;ulty  of  speech.  It  is  one  of 
those  compensations  of  which  at  one  time  we  heard  so  much.  To 
hold  their  tongues  is  natural  to  them.  What  they  do,  they  do,  and 
who  can  contest  its  absolute  propriety  ?  But  on  the  lower  levels  of 
gentility,  when  we  do  anything  that  is  extravagant  or  pretentious,  or 
above  our  means,  we  are  compelled  to  discuss  it,  in  order  to  justify  our 
proceedings  to  ourselves.  Perhaps  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  there 
has  been  so  much  discussion  about  the  public  schools.  Certainly  a 
great  many  people  have  taken  advantage  of  these  institutions  of  late 
years  whose  fathers  would  have  thought  it  madness  to  venture  upon 
such  an  expense.  This,  too,  has  its  causes,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enter  into.  It  is,  I  am  now  disposed  to  think,  an  unfortunate  ten- 
dency of  the  time.  The  dukes'  sons  and  the  young  millionaires 
get  a  much  better  education  in  consequence,  for  we,  who  cannot 
afford  to  let  our  sons  altogether  waste  their  time,  have  made  so  much 
pother  about  it  as  to  wake  up  all  the  authorities  and  occasion  a  great 
deal  of  increased  activity ;  but  our  sons,  perhaps,  are  not  so  much  the 
better.  We  bring  them  up,  though  we  have  little  or  nothing  to  leave 
them,  to  the  delightful  tiade  of  spending  two  or  three  thousand  (at 
a  moderate  computation)  pounds  a  year.  If  they  could  all  have  this 
when  they  complete  their  education,  what  a  charming  set  of  young 
fellows  they  would  be ;  how  admirably  qualified  to  enjoy,  how  dis- 
criminating of  all  that  is  truly  excellent.  The  terrible  part  of  the 
whole  proceeding  comes  when  after  all  the  preparation  we  have 
afforded  them  for  one  kind  of  existence,  we  are  so  unreasonable  as 
to  plunge  them  into  another,  and  demand  of  them  a  return  to  the  old 
primitive  rule,  that  if  a  man  will  not  work  neither  shall  he  eat. 
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When  I  first  sent  my  sons  to  Eton,  I  took  the  step  after  con- 
siderable deliberation  and  consultation  of  authorities  on  the  subject. 
Was  it  really  the  best  way  of  securing  '  every  advantage '  for  them  ? 
I  pass  over  the  foolish  argument,  at  one  time  rife  in  everybody's 
mouth,  that,  for  making  a  boy  a  gentleman,  there  is  no  such  excellent 
'  way — having  always  been  of  the  opinion  that  if  a  boy  is  not  a  gentle- 
man to  begin  with,  not  Eton  or  any  other  institution  in  the  world  will 
put  it  into  him.    Of  other  special  pleas  for  this  biggest  of  English 
schools  there  are  not  many ;  but  I  found  nothing  on  the  other  hand 
which  could  with  seriousness  be  specially  alleged  against  it    *  If.  the 
boy  will  work,'  said  one  judicious  friend, '  he  will  work  as  well  at 
Eton  as  anywhere ;  and  if  he  will  not  work  at  Eton,  the  chances  are 
that  he  would  not  work  at  any  other  place;'  which  perhaps  is  all 
that  can  be  said  for  any  school.    And  the  general  inducements  were 
strong.    Ghranted  that  the  training  of  a  public  school  is  the  most 
desirable  kind  of  training,  then  the  largeness  and  breadth  of  the 
greatest  of  public  schools  gave  it  an  advantage  over  its  competitors. 
Something  of  the  'invigorating  character  of  public  life  was  in  the 
great  community  of  boys,  governed  by  so  many  tacit  laws,  and  learning 
to  rule  and  control  itself — the  first  principle  of  worthy  citizenship 
and  piu*e  morality — while  it  learnt  its  lessons.    So  far  as  these 
lessons  went  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  that  Eton  was  on  a  level 
at  least  with  its  contemporaries.    Its  associations,  its  situation,  were 
all  in  its  favour.    To  be  brought  up  amid  those  historic  fields,  upon 
the  banks  of  that  famous  and  poetic  river,  xmder  the  shadow  of 
the  old  seat  of  English  royalty,  appeared  such  a  privileged  fate  as 
one  would  wish  for  every  English  boy.    So  much  good  :  and  no  more 
harm  than  is  to  be  found  everywhere  :  a  general  tendency,  no  doubt, 
to  do  no  more  work  than  is  necessary — but  that  is  broader  than  puUic 
schools  and  alSects  the  race  and  aU  races ;  a  general  inclination  to 
play — but  that  is,  as  we  have  all  been  taught  to  believe,  a  virtue. 
Such,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  as  much  as  we  can  ask  or  expect. 
And  I  am  bound  to  add  that  Eton,  according  to  my  experience,  turned 
out  exactly  as  it  was  represented — not  a  forcing  house,  or  mental 
manufiauitory  of  intellectualism,  nor  yet  a  meeting  ground  of  all 
the  virtues ;  but  a  school  where  a  boy  can  do  admirably  well  if  he 
likes,  and  moderately  well  unless  he  sets  himself  against  it ;  where 
the  tide  sets  more  for  good  than  evil,  notwithstanding  the  eddies 
and  currents  that  in  every  great  stream  will  go  the  wrong  way.  I  doubt 
whether,  under  any  circumstances,  it  is  possible  to  attain  a  general 
condition  of  which  more  could  be  said  thiEm  this  in  any  great  school. 
The  influence  of  which  we  hear  so  much,  as  occasionally  impressing 
itself  upon  a  generation,  perhaps  counts  for  more  in  the  recoUections 
of  a  few  congenial  disciples,  seeing  all  the  doings  of  their  youth 
through  a  glorifying  mist  of  past  happiness,  than  it  ever  does  at  the 
actual  moment  of  its  exercise.    Even  a  great  Head-master  gains  a 
gloiy  from  being  fieur,  and  Dr.  Arnold  himself  only  *  orbed  into  a  per- 
fect star '  after  his  career  was  over.    It  is  a  great  deal  in  this  world 
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of  half  virtues  that  the  common  tide  should  he  distinctly  more  for 
good  than  for  evil. 

The  choice  of  a  tutor  is  the  first  thing  that  exercises  the  mind 
of  the  parent— and  here  I  may  remark  that  a  ^  parent '  in  a  great 
school  (and  perhaps  also  in  little  ones)  soon  heoomes  comically 
conscious  of  holding  an  entirely  outside  position  in  reference  to 
his  children.  The  general  sentiment  of  the  place  is  against  him. 
It  is  taken  for  granted  that  he  will  he  a  trouble  to  everybody  con- 
cerned, and  that  in  matters  which  concern  education  he  is  more  or 
less  a  fool.  That  he  may  not  be  a  fool  in  ordinary  life  is  fully  con- 
ceded, and,  indeed,  his  society  may  be  accepted  in  his  private 
capacity  with  satisfaction,  and  his  achievements,  if  he  has  done  any- 
thing, receive  at  least  a  condescending  recognition.  But,  ex  offidOj 
he  is  a  bore  ;  he  is  slow  of  understanding ;  he  is  narrow  in  his  view8» 
taking  it  for  granted  that  the  world  centres  in  one  possibly  graceless 
and  uninteresting  boy,  and  he  is  generally  snubbed,  discouraged,  and 
looked  down  upon.  But  at  the  first  outset  he  is  not  aware  of  this 
slightly  discreditable  position.  Perhaps  he  thinks  himself,  on  the 
contrary^  to  be  a  sort  of  patron  of  the  conmiunity,  as  he  walks  about 
gaining  acquaintance  with  the  localities,  or  renewing  his  old  fami- 
liarity with  thenj,  and  pondering  with  which  of  all  the  gentlemen 
who  have  b^en  recommended  to  him,  he  will  place  his  son.  This 
supposed  selectioti,.  however,  generally  ends,  as  human  choice  has  a 
way  of  doing,  ^n  the  most  accidental  way.  The  masters,  who,  by  real 
worth  or  good  lack,  or  mere  long  standhig,  have  become  known  as  at 
the  head  of  the  mo$t  desirable  houses  in  Eton,  are  so  much  sought 
after,  that  an  entry  into  their  well-filled  lists,  save  after  some  years' 
waiting,  is  almoiBt  inipossible ;  and  it  is  only  the  young  masters,  fresh 
to  their  work,  who  lie  within  a  new-comer's  choice.  It  would  be 
difficult  for.  the  most  anions  father,  however,  to  exaggerate  the 
imj)ortance  of  the  tutor's  position.  He  has  the  entire  chaxge  of  the 
boy  while  he  remains  at  Eton ;  he  has  to  superintend  all  his  work, 
to  communicate  the  greater  part  of  the  instruction  he  receives,  to 
manage  him  morally  (at  least  if  he  is  a  master  with  a  house),  and  to 
be  responsible  for  him  in  every  way.  Sometimes  the  office  is  nobly 
iw^  WorthUy  fiUed  ^  sometm  its  duties  are  strained  with  the  rigidity 
of.  anirrow  mind  ih^  irritating  punctilios  and  exactions.  Man^  of  the 
young  men.  who  undertake  the  charge  are  &esh  from  the  University, 
Knowing  Jusjb  about  is^B  much  of  life  and  nature  as  a  yoimg  seminarist 
out  . of  his  cloister,  notwithstanding  the  freedom  of  English  University 
life  ;  and  sometimes  the  older  man,  who  is  too  well-used  to  them, 
regards  his.  UjMie  pupils  good-humomredly  as  so  many  little  counters 
by  whlch  'he  adds^  up  the  items  of  his  income.  All  these  risks  are 
inevitable  to  the  relationship,  and  yet,  on  the  whole,  it  is  a  relation- 
ship "Which  works  well. 

It;  is  possible,  however,  if  the  tutor  is  a  young  master,  recently 
appointed,  that  this  relationship  is  complicated  in  another  way. 
In  that  case  the  boys  will  go  not  to  a  master's  but  to  a  dame's 
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house.  The  dame,  technically  so  called,  is  probably  a  matbematical 
master  or  a  master  of  modem  languages.  The  boys  in  his  house 
are  not  his  pupils  in  the  professional  sense  of  the  word,  though 
they  may  be  ^  up '  to  him  in  school,  or  may  have  recourse  to  him  for 
private  instruction.  And  therefore,  while  their  lives  are  spent  under 
his  roof  and  under  his  eye,  it  is  not  he  but  the  young  tutor^  whose 
qualification  is  solely  that  of  being  a  classical  master,  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  them.  In  former  times  the  ^  dame '  was  in  most  cases 
really  a  dame — a  lady,  probably  the  widow  or  daughter  of  a  master, 
who  kept  a  boarding  house  and  attended  to  the  external  wants  of 
the  boys,  while  their  tutor  managed  them  intellectually  and  morally. 
In  this  arrangement  there  was  a  certain  reasonableness  and  natural 
division  of  labour,  since  it  is  always  suitable  that  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  young  should  be  under  the  charge  of  a  woman,'while  it  is 
also  fit  and  becoming,  especially  according  to  older  canons  of  opinion, 
that  the  woman  should  not  attempt  to  meddle  with  what  is  out  of 
her  sphere,  the  higher  training  of  the  scholars.  This  reasonableness, 
however,  altogether  fails  when  the  ^  dame '  is  not  only  a  man  and  a 
University  graduate,  but  also  a  master  with  precisely  the  same 
qualifications  as  the  other  masters,  though  prevented,  by  the  &ct 
that  his  spSdcditS  is  mathematical  or  scientific,  from  ^  taking  pupils' 
as  it  is  called.  The  exclusive  privileges  of  the  classical  masters 
in  this  respect  are  the  chief  of  the  lessening  results  of  our  former 
belief  in  the  classics  as  the  sole  foundation  of  a  liberal  education. 
Otherwise  science  has  come  very  much  to  the  front  in  Eton  as  else- 
where, and  is  as  usual  very  much  inclined  to  flap  its  wings  and  crow 
over  all  competitors.  But  though  it  can  do  a  great  many  things  it 
cannot  ^take  pupils'  in  the  technical  sense  of  the  word.  It  can 
teach  to  the  top  of  its  bent ;  it  can  hold  an  important  place  as  an 
^  extra  subject,'  and  add  a  respectable  amount  of  fees  to  its  official 
income,  and  it  can  furnish  dames  to  large  and  influential  houses ; 
but  it  cannot  produce  tutors.  Thus  the  anomaly  is  to  be  found  of 
an  experienced  and  sensible  master,  trained  by  years  of  acquaintance 
with  their  ways  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  boys  under  his 
charge,  who  is  nevertheless  supposed  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them, 
save  to  board,  to  lodge,  and  feed  them,  while  the  real  authority  is 
often  in  the  hands  of  a  young  classical  master  outside  of  the  house, 
who  has  no  experience  at  all,  and  who  not  very  long  before  was  a  boy 
himself  probably  under  the  control  of  the  very  man  to  whom  he  is  now 
superior. 

Here  I  find  a  misconception  on  the  part  of  my  'parent/  which  is 
very  general,  and  which  perhaps  I  can  set  right.  The  apparent  anomaly 
of  not  allowing  any  but  the  classical  masters  to  'take  pupils'  m  the 
usual  sense  in  which  the  phrase  is  used  at  Eton  is,  in  reality,  much 
less  glaring  than  it  would  seem  at  first  sight  to  be.  Education,  no 
doubt,  is  not  carried  on  now  on  the  same  system  as  it  was  a  genmtion 
or  BO  back,  and  we  are  beginning  to  see  that  it  need  no  longer  be  monopo- 
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lised  as  of  old  by  classical  and  mathematical  studies.  But  at  the  same 
time,  80  long  as  the  classics  continue  to  be  the  chief,  though  no  longer  the 
only,  branch  of  study  pursued,  it  is  obviously  expedient  that  the  duties  of 
teaching  the  boys  at  a  public  school  should  devolve  chiefly  upon  the  classical 
masters.  In  fact  the  whole  difficulty  seems  to  arise  from  the  custom — so 
fruitful  in  producing  error  and  perplexity — of  continuing  to  use  a  phrase 
long  after  it  has  ceased  to  convey  its  original  meaning.  The  incongruity  of 
only  allowing  classical  masters  to  'take  pupils'  disappears  altogether  as 
soon  as  we  arrive  at  a  clear  understanding  of  the  fact  that,  strange  as  it 
may  appear, '  taking  pupils,'  in  the  technical  sense  in  which  alone  the  state- 
ment referred  to  is  true,  means  taking  classical  pupils,  superintending  the 
classical  studies  of  a  certain  limited  number  of  boys.  A  classical  master, 
with  a  '  house '  at  Eton,  occupies  a  position  buixlened  with  very  complex 
duties.  He  is  not  one  man  with  one  duty  to  perform ;  he  is  '  three 
gentlemen  rolled  into  one.'  He  holds,  at  the  same  time,  three  entirely 
distinct  offices,  with  distinct  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  dealing,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  with  distinct  sets  of  boys.  In  the  first  place,  he  is  the 
master,  receiving  a  salary  from  the  College,  in  consideration  of  which  he  haa 
to  teach  a  division  of  thirty  or  forty  boys  in  school-time ;  hearing  their 
lessons,  and  revising  their  work  as  it  comes  to  him  in  school.  Next,  he 
appears  as  the  tutor,  with  an  entirely  Kiifierent  set  of  boys,  no  longer  all 
doing  the  same  work  at  the  same  time,  but  boys  of  all  ages,  and  all  degrees  of 
ability  and  stupidity,  and  scattered  throughout  nearly  all  the  divisions  in  the 
school.  Here,  then,  he  has  no  longer  the  mere  revisal  and  correcting  of 
work  which  has  already  passed  through  another  tutor's  hands.  His 
relations  with  each  separate  pupil  undergo  important  changes  as  the  boy 
rises  in  the  school.  First,  he  has  to  deal  with  the  small  boy  who  must  do 
nearly  all  his  work  under  the  tutor's  eye,  whose  verses  (the  great  division 
between  this  stage  and  the  next)  have  all  to  be  done  in  the  pupil-room, 
where  the  tutor  has  to  sit  during  the  '  after  twelves,'  which  are  the  great 
recreation  time  of  the  more  advanced  boys,  to  see  that  the  small  and  easily 
led  astray  pupils  plod  away  steadily  at  their  verses,  as  well  as  to  give  them 
the  abundant  assistance  which  they  invariably  require.  The  first  stage  of 
the  boy's  emancipation  from  this  restraint  is  when  he  is  allowed  to  do — 
perhaps,  at  first,  only  to  finish — his  verses  in  his  own  room,  and  when  an 
*  after  twelve '  in  pupil-room  never  comes  except  as  a  punishment.  Next, 
he  rises  to  the  dignity  of  the  *  lower  set  of  private,'  that  is,  does  extra  work 
wil^his  tutor  in  the  evenings,  distinct  from  Ms  school  work  altogether;  and 
the  nature  of  which  is  settled  entirely  by  the  tutor  himself ;  some  masters 
even  forsaking  the  classical  authors  altogether,  and  making  their  boys  read 
Shakespeare  or  Dante.  The  same  system  is  again  pursued  with  the  higher 
boys  in  the  *  upper  set,'  and  when  we  reflect  that,  with  all  except  the  very 
highest  classes,  the  tutor  has  to  hear  the  boys  construe  their  lessons  before  they 
go  into  school,  and  that  the  boys  of  each  division  show  to  him  for  correction  dif- 
ferent sets  of  verses,  we  can  form  some  idea  how  hard  the  work  is  which  attends 
the  position  of  a  tutor  with  foiiy  or  fifty  pupils.  But  even  this  is  not  all:  our 
specimen  master  is  not  division-master  and  tutor  alone — he  is  house-master 
also.  With  a  well-disposod  and  influential  set  of  boys  at  the  head  of  the 
house,  the  duties  attaching  to  this  side  of  the  office  may  be  slight,  but  they 
still  include,  in  any  case,  many  vexatious  little  things — such  as  giving  sick 
boys,  or  boys  who  pretend  to  be  so,  leave  to  *  stay  out '  from  sdiool;  dis- 
pensing journey  money  to  those  who  are  going  away  on  leave ;  and  keeping 
order  and  quiet  in  tibe  house  at  night,  when  the  head  boy,  or  boys,  are 
Ko«  600  (ko«  czx*  k.  8.)  3  K 
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lazy,  indifferent,  or  powerless,  or  have  been  taken  out  by  other  engage- 
ments. 

Now,  if  we  look  at  this  amount  of  various  work,  we  see  how  im- 
possible it  would  be  to  carry  out  all  these  duties  thoroughly  if  there  were  not 
something  in  common  between  them ;  and  this  link,  under  the  present 
•system,  we  find  in  the  similarity  of  subject  of  the  school  and  pu|^-foom 
work.    The  classical  master  and  the  tutor  mutually  save  each  other  work; 
they  go  over  the  same  ground ;  but  how  woidd  the  man  find  time  for  his 
pupils  who  had  at  the  same  time  to  devote  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  a 
mathematical  or  scientific  class  %  Besides,  the  mathematical  or  sdeQce  master 
has  the  same  difficulty  with  his  divisions  as  the  tutor  with  his  pupils.  He  does 
not  meet  the  same  set  of  boys  three  or  four  times  a  day,  doing  the  same 
work,  or  at  least  work  of  the  same  kind,  schooltime  after  schooltime ;  his 
divisions  vary  as  a  tutor's  pupils  in  ,age,  character,  and  {»x)ficiency,  and  he 
may  be  teaching  the  multiplication-table  to  a  fourth-form  division  in  the 
morning,  while  the  afternoon  finds  him  expounding  differential  calculus  to 
the  picked  mathematical  scholars  of  the  school,    lids  entire  difference  in 
the  work  is  one  of  the  great  reasons  why  mathematical  masters  are  not 
allowed  to  be  classical  tutors ;  but  the  greatest  of  all  lies  in  the  men.  All 
the  masters,  it  is  said,  go  through  the  same  training ;  they  shoidd  all  be 
equally  fitted  to  take  pupils ;  but  those  who  say  this  forget  two  important 
points.    The  first  is  that  the  masters  at  a  public  school  are  usually 
specialists ;  the  mathematical  posts  are  given  to  mathematicians,  the  teachers 
of  science,  French,  &c.,  are  as  much  appointed  for  their  special  merits  and 
fitness  for  the  post,  as  the  instructors 'm,  drawing  and  music ;  and  in  the  same 
way  the  classical  masters  and  tutors  are  the  Seniw  Classics  or  Craven 
Scholars  of  their  years — the  best  men  that  can  be  got.    The  second  point  is 
that  to  take  pupils  in  classics  at  Eton  no  inconsiderable  amount  of 
scholarship  is  required.    And  this  scholarship  for  the  most  part  is  only  to 
be  found  among  the  young  men  who  have  just  come  out  at  Uie  head  of  the 
University  class  lists.    Why  then  complain  of  their  inexperience  %    It  is 
a  very  exceptional  case  when  a  young  tutor  gets  a  *  house  *  before  he  has 
got  the  experience  necessary  to  manage  it.    Before  he  gets  a  house,  it  is 
indeed  through  him  alone  that  a  complaint  about  a  pupil  of  his  can  reach 
the  Head-majster,  but  with  this  exception  it  is  the  experienced  *  dame,'  or 
house-master  according  to  the  present  new  technical  nomenclature,  who  has 
the  actual  supervision  of  the  boy.    Who  can  better  look  after  everything 
connected  with  the  moral  as  well  as  the  physical  wel&re  of  the  boy  than 
the  man  in  whose  house  he  lives  %  Who  is  more  likely  to  find  his  way  to  the 
boy's  heart  and  acquire  lus  confidence  than  the  man  under  whose  roof  those 
lonely  evenings,  in  which  alone  the  boy  has  time  for  thought,  are  passed  f 
It  may  hurt  the  pride  of  the  experienced  teacher,  who  has  spent  years  in 
the  management  of  boys,  to  have  to  apply  to  another  boy  to  give  force  to 
any  complaint,  but  after  all  this  is  a  humiliation,  if  such  indeed  it  be,  which 
he  shares  with  every  other  master  in  the  school.    It  is  not  only  the  house- 
master's complaints  which  need  this  formal  ratification  by  the  tutor,  before 
they  can  be  laid  before  the  Head-master ;  no  master,  not  the  oldest  and  most 
experienced  in  Eton,  can  send  in  a  complaint  in  any  oth^  way.  Work 
is  still  the  recognised  object  of  the  school,  and  the  man  who  has  the  charge 
of  the  boy's  work  is  likewise  the  authority  to'  deal  with  other  things  con- 
cerning him.    The  appeal  to  the  tutor  is  the  chief  right  that  the  Eton  boy 
prizes ;  form  though  it  may  be,  it  is  the  privilege  to  which  he  clings  the 
most;  and  though  the  tutor  may  not  be  linked  to  him  by  any  love  or 
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sympathy,  though  he  maj  be  tyrannical  and  unkind,  he  is  yet  looked 
upon  as  the  boy's  natural  protector  as  well  as  oppressor,  and  no  good 
results  could  follow  any  attempt  either  to  destroy  or  to  transfer  any  part 
of  his  authority. 


When  once  the  little  fellow  has  established  his  goods  and 
chattels  in  the  bright  little  room,  with  its  flower-box  at  the 
window  in  summer,  its  constant  fire  in  winter,  the  father  finds  him- 
self turned  oflF — ^there  is  nd  other  word  for  it.  He  has  become  some- 
thing quite  unnecessary,  a  superseded  agency.  He  has  ceased  to  be 
a  man  and  a  brother;  he  has  become  a  ^parent;'  and  we  have 
already  described  of  how  little  account  a  parent  is  in  the  economy  of 
Eton.  If  this  is  the  case  with  a  father,  how  much  more  with  a  mother, 
when  it  may  chance  that  she  also  presents  herself?  The  pair  are 
shown  off  the  premises  as  soon  as  may  be,  with  every  civility.  They 
are  given  a  sumptuous  luncheon,  or  perhaps  an  admirable  dinner,  and 
have  the  utmost  politeness  shown  to  them — but  they  are  seen  through. 
If  they  are  sensitive  people  they  go  away  somewhat  discomfited,  and 
feeling  small.  But  there  is  no  help  for  it ;  the  less  they  are  seen  or 
heard  of  the  better.  In  short,  all  is  summed  up  in  the  one  word — 
they  are  *  parents ' — ^what  could  be  said  more  ? 

In  the  early  part  of  the  school  career  all  is  generally  very  smooth 
sailing.  The  boys  are  small,  their  life  is  simple ;  their  holidays  are 
nothing  but  play,  their  niisdemeanours  no  more  than  naughtiness. 
And  they  have  their  little  successes  which  are  so  great;  their 
triumphs,  perhaps  in  school,  perhaps  in  the  playing  fields — it  does 
not  much  matter  which ;  in  these  days,  and  unfortunately  also  in 
mature  days,  one  is  as  great  as  the  other.  Eton  is  the  happiest  of 
schools.  There  could  be  no  better  evidence  of  this  than  is  given 
by  the  two  little  books  which  have  recently  come  out  of  the  heart 
of  the  community,  and  which  bear  as  remarkable  a  testimony  to 
it  as  ever  was  given.  Even  'Tom  Brown,*  so  long  acknowledged 
the  best  of  schoolboy  books,  owned  the  necessity  of  fiction  for 
darker  shades  and  deeper  contrasts  than  are  necessary  to  everyday 
life :  and  such  a  work  as  that  with  which  Canon  Farrar  b^;an  his 
career  seeks  dramatic  force  (without  finding  it)  in  a  record  of  feel- 
ings and  passions  as  unschoolboy-like  as  they  are  morbid  and  un- 
wholesome. But  the  two  little  books  of  the  '  Eton  Boy '  are  as  free 
as  innocence  itself  of  any  such  false  necessity.  It  has  been  obj^ted 
to  these  remarkable  productions  that  they  are  without  elevation  or 
seriousness  of  meaning,  and  show  no  high  ideal  or  lofty  aim.  To  us  they 
are  more  striking,  more  satisfactory,  than  if  they  did  so.  The  lively 
yet  gentle  humour  in  them  is  easy  and  natural  as  the  day.  The 
serene  boyish  candour  of  the  picture,  with  no  desire  either  to  ex- 
tenuate or  to  set  down  aught  in  malice,  the  perfect  unpretending 
pmity  of  the  sentiment :  the  foolish  lighthearted  young  crowd  with  its 
differences  and  reconciliations,  its  good  resolutions  and  but  poor 
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performances,  its  openness  to  every  passing  impulse,  its  good  homour 
and  delightful  fsujiilty  of  finding  fim  in  everything,  go  fsx  beyond  Uie 
most  elaborate  testimony  in  favour  of  the  great  school.  There 
is  not  so  much  as  the  shadow  of  a  bully  in  the  artless  story ;  no 
tempted  and  tragical  hero,  all  nerves  and  tremors,  is  needful  to  it, 
no  cruel  senior  or  delicate  victim.  There  is  nothing  to  conceal,  no 
shadows,  no  contrasts,  no  drama — but  a  harmless  genuine  life,  all 
open,  natural,  spontaneous,  unconscious  of  eviL  These  little  books  are 
worth  a  hundred  Royal  Commissions,  examinations  of  witnesses,  reports 
of  progress ;  for  they  testify  to  a  soundness  and  sweetness  of  heart  which 
is  of  more  importance  to  the  &thers  and  mothers  of  England  than  all 
the  intellectual  distinctions  in  the  world.  Evils  there  may  be.  We 
are  periodically  alarmed  and  disgusted  by  threatenings  of  secret 
mischief  and  mysterious  hints  of  vice  and  corruption.  But  against 
these  darkling  suggestions  of  evil,  no  better  antidote  could  be  than 
the  little  works  we  have  referred  to.  The  boy  who  wrote  them  had 
gone  through  Eton  life  for  years.  It  is  not  often  that  such  a  faculty 
of  humorous  observation  is  developed  in  a  schoolboy;  but  at  the 
same  time  something  still  more  remarkable  comes  out  of  it — a 
picture  quite  artless  and  unintentional  of  an  innocent,  careless, 
happy,  uncorrupted  life.  Let  all  the  good  people  who  have  boys 
at  school,  or  ready  .for  it,  read  them  and  laugh  over  them,  and  be 
thankful.  Some  of  the  women  will  perhaps  cry  too — ^not  that  there 
is  anything  to  cry  about,  but  because  this  unconscious  witness,  stand- 
ing up  before  the  world  without  meaning  it,  to  tell  his  simple  story, 
displays  such  a  heart  of  sound  and  honest  innocence  as  it  is  good 
to  see. 

The  career  of  a  boy  at  Eton  has  been  much  talked  about,  but  I 
do  not  know  that  it  has  ever  been  made  very  clear  to  those  imacquainted 
with  it.  Its  superabundance  of  holidays  and  continual  play  natu- 
rally attract  the  attention  of  the  spectator.  Three  half-holidays 
every  week,  frequent  whole  holidays,  an  almost  constant  alternation 
even  during  the  supposed  working  days  of  an  hour's  play  with  an 
hour's  work,  seem  to  leave  so  little  time  for  real  exertion,  that  it  is 
not  wonderful  if  the  uninstructed  looker-on  is  bewildered.  He  must 
understand,  however,  the  complex  working  of  the  system  which 
makes  the  hours  in  school  really  tell  for  but  a  small  portion  even  of 
the  direct  teaching.  In  many  cases  the  work  done  with  the  tutor, 
called  'private  business,'  and  carried  on  at  hours  which  make  no 
show  in  the  public  programme,  is  by  £ar  the  most  important  part  of 
the  training,  as  it  is  much  the  most  serious  and  responsible  portion 
of  the  master's  work.  From  the  begirming  of  his  school  career  to 
the  end  the  boy  is  under  his  tutor's-  constant  supervision.  My  son 
has  described  how,  at  first,  he  prepares  his  work,  and  makes  his 
laborious  efforts  at  classical  composition  in  'pupil-room,'  under 
his  tutor's  eye.  And,  as  he  grows  older,  the  relations  between 
the  boy  and  the  tutor  become  more  positive.  The  private  busi- 
ness becomes  distinct  teaching,  no  longer  mere  preparation  of 
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lessons,  and  the  small  company  of  youths  risen  to  the  height  of 
the  'first  hundred,'  who,  when  the  great  school  is  supposed  to  be 
doing  nothing,  in  the  hours  when  all  the  school  buildings  are  closed 
and  everything  is  still,  meet  round  their  tutor  to  read  a  G-reek  play, 
or  master  an  intricate  piece  of  classical  history,  are  probably  receiving 
a  much  more  effective  lesson  than  can  be  conveyed  to  the  larger 
division  round  the  desk  of  the  master  in  school.  How  much  use  it 
really  is  to  drag  the  smaller  boys  through  the  treadmill  of  compo- 
sition, for  which  few  of  them  have  any  real  taste  or  turn,  is  a 
totally  different  question.  The  enthusiasm  of  scholars  for  Latin 
verses  is  a  sacred  passion,  of  which  the  rest  of  the  world,  having  little 
sympathy  with  it,  cannot  have  much  understanding;  and  it  may  be 
supposed  that  a  still  smaller  number  than  those  who  now  attain  pro- 
ficiency in  this  particular,  would  scale  those  heights  of  ambition  if 
all  the  wretched  little  urchins  in  the  fourth  form  were  not  compelled 
to  climb  on  hands  and  knees  up  the  first  rocky  ascents  of  the  hill  of 
learning.  Talking,  however,  of  the  so-to-speak  imderground  working 
of  the  system,  nothing  can  be  more  curious  than  to  witness  what 
goes  on  in  an  Eton  house  in  the  evening  after  all  the  labours  of  the 
day  are  supposed  to  be  ended.  There  are  something  between  thirty 
and  forty  boys  in  the  house.  During  the  whole  evening  the  house- 
master is  more  or  less  occupied  with  their  claims  of  one  kind  or 
another.  He  is  kept  busy  even  during  the  hour  of  dinner,  marking 
and  signing  what  seem  like  leaves  in  a  prodigious  cheque  book, 
^m  which  leaves  are  continually  being  torn.  Are  they  cheques 
that  the  honoured  instructor  of  youth  is  continually  signing? 
No,  but  tickets  stating  the  moment  at  which  Boultby  minor 
leaves  his  dwelling  to  present  himself  at  one  of  the  many  scenes 
of  action  which  await  him.  Boultby  minor  has  an  hour  to  spend 
with  a  mathematical  master,  perhaps,  or  he  is  going  to  work  in 
the  laboratory,  or  he  has  to  work  up  his  French  for  the  Prince 
Consort  examination,  or  he  has  that  Greek  play  in  hand  with  his 
tutor.  After  him  come  streaming,  in  constant  succession,  let  us  say 
twenty  out  of  the  thirty  youthful  members  of  the  household.  Their 
tickets  are  countersigned  by  the  master  to  whom  they  are  going, 
that  there  may  be  no  loitering  on  the  way.  Not  that  there  is  much 
temptation  to  loiter  on  the  way,  for  all  these  engagements  are  ^  in 
College,'  within  the  boundaries,  which  are  not  invaded  even  by  a 
single  tempting  shop,  and  where  no  one  stirs  except  the  other 
pilgrims  of  knowledge  crossing  the  indifferently  lighted  streets,  all 
armed  with  tickets,  all  with  their  destined  object.  The  beehive  of 
the  big  house  becomes  suddenly  silent,  but  all  about  the  place  the 
lights  of  the  different  pupil-rooms  are  burning,  the  intellectual  life 
in  full  movement.  Holidays  or  half-holidays  make  little  difference 
in  this  activity.  It  is  quite  unknown  to  the  outside  world.  Mean- 
while the  master  of  the  house  out  of  which  all  these  devotees  of 
learning,  willing  or  im willing,  have  gone,  has  his  own  private  cluster 
of  boys  sent  in  to  him  from  other  houses  for  his  special  subject.  Till 


Digitized  by  Google 


840 


Our  Sons  at  Eton  and  Oxford.  [December 


nine  o'clock,  though  silence  reigns  over  all  the  schools,  Eton  is  as 
active  and  occupied  as  at  noonday — nay,  more  so,  for  *  after  twelve  * 
is  a  blessed  moment  which,  short  of  absolute  criminality  and  punish- 
ment, is  the  boys'  own.  Thus,  we  repeat,  the  time  which  is  spent  in 
school  represents  but  a  very  small  part  of  the  work  the  boy  has  to 
do.  The  master  whom  he  is  *  up  to '  in  school,  who  has  charge  of 
the  division  to  which  he  belongs,  has  the  instruction  of  him  for  but 
a  limited  time,  but  the  tutor  goes  on  always — ^there  is  always  some- 
thing to  be  done  for  him. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  by  this  that  there  is  not  full  scope  for 
the  influence  of  the  master  of  the  division,  who  may  be  supposed  to 
treat  the  boy's  work  in  a  larger  way,  and  throw  a  broader  light  upon 
his  subjects  of  study  than  is  possible  when  all  the  minutise  of  Uie 
preparation  of  this  work  have  to  be  considered.  Sometimes,  and 
notably  in  the  case  of  the  Head-master,  the  contact  of  another  mind,  in 
an  attitude  of  greater  leisure  and  dignity,  with  the  same  problem  whicb 
has  occupied  in  detail  the  tutor  and  pupil  gives  freshness  and  pre- 
cision to  the  familiar  details,  and  breathes  life  into  the  bones  of  learn- 
ing. When  it  was  the  Eton  custom,  as  according  to  the  letter  it 
still  is,  to  promote  masters  to  the  higher  divisions  of  the  school  by 
the  rule  of  seniority  alone,  it  happened  not  unfrequently,  as  in  the 
course  of  nature  it  was  certain  to  happen,  that  the  men  thus  pro- 
moted had  sometimes  not  much  more  qualification  than  that  attaching 
to  their  age  and  standing  for  the  important  task  of  training  the 
upper  divisions,  the  &iU  of  the  school  and  select  of  their  generation* 
I  remember  to  have  heard  complaints  of  the  hardness  of  the  case  which 
detained  a  clever  young  Colleger  (promotion  from  one  division  to 
another  being  slower  in  the  case  of  the  Collegers  than  of  the  Oppidans) 
for  a  year  or  perhaps  two  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  master,  himself  en- 
tirely respectable  and  an  excellent  scholar  in  his  day,  but  whom  time 
had  left  high  and  dry  in  a  position  which  he  was  no  longer  qualified  to 
fill.  Other  men  less  antiquated,  but  disabled  by  some  peculiarity  of 
temperament  or  nature  for  the  management  of  advanced  pupils,  were 
occasionally  by  the  same  rule  raised  to  a  dangerous  eminence  for 
which  they  were  not  adapted.  One  of  the  recent  reforms  at  Eton, 
accomplished  at  some  cost  of  individual  feeling,  but  certainly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  school,  is  that  which  has  remedied  this  inherent 
difficulty  of  the  principle  of  seniority,  and  placed  the  higher  divisions 
in  the  charge  of  masters  fully  capable  of  the  responsibility.  It  is 
clear  that  such  a  change  could  not  be  made  without  hurting  some- 
body, nor  even  without  perpetrating  something  like  injustice,  putting 
an  apparent  slight  upon  some  excellent  men,  and  straining  the  machi- 
nery which  has  in  general  worn  so  well,  and  fulfilled  its  objects  on 
the  whole  so  satisfactorily. 

It  is  a  great  testimony  to  the  vitality  and  vigour  of  the  old 
system,  that  it  has  not  only  been  able  to  accomplish  this  without 
any  convulsion,  but  that  it  has  also  so  extended  its  undertaking 
on  all  sides,  that  instead  of  the  unbroken  imity  of  classical  teaching 
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which  existed  twenty  years  ago,  in  almost  as  limited  a  circle  as  when 
tJhe  school  was  fomided,  there  are  now  all  kinds  and  varieties 
of  study  within  the  reach  of  the  Eton  boy.  The  mathematical 
schools  are  amply  served,  and  by  men  of  distinction  ;  and  Science  has 
established  herself  with  all  her  polemics  and  pretensions  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  citadel  of  ancient  learning.  Where  once  the  Greek 
article  reigned  supreme,  chemistry  erects  her  crucibles  and  astronomy 
her  telescope.  The  army  class  digs  fortifications,  and  learns  tbgr 
principles  of  civic  defence,  and,  last  step  of  all,  the  practical  minded 
hoy  who  has  not  much  turn  for  book-learning  learns  how  to  wield 
the  sledge-hammer,  make  himself  tools,  and  shoe  his  own  horse. 
Whether  this  last  addition  of  a  workshop  to  the '  extra  subjects '  with 
which  Eton  boys  now  diversify  their  studies  might  not  as  well  have 
heen  left  for  the  specialists  of  Cooper's  Hill,  we  need  not  inquire. 
It  proves,  however,  with  all  the  force  of  an  exaggeration  on  the 
other  side,  how  far  the  old  limits  of  classical  education  have  yielded 
to  populax  pressure,  and  how  much  that  is  new  has  been  intro- 
duced and  engrafted  into  the  very  fabric  of  the  old. 

For  my  own  part,  I  had  no  desire  whatever  that  my  son  should 
learn,  while  at  school,  how  to  shoe  a  horse.  I  think  he  might  be 
doing  something  much  better  worth  the  trouble,  and  that  the  village 
blacksmith  woiild  be  a  cheaper  preceptor  in  that  art,  if  it  is  an  art 
desirable  to  be  acquired  as  part  of  a  gentleman's  education,  than  the 
last  new  professor  at  Eton.  Still,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there 
is  abundant  variety  and  provision  for  every  need  in  the  scheme  of 
instruction  which  goes  so  far  as  this.  The  brisk  little  volunteers 
digging  their  rifle-pits  and  throwing  up  their  trenches,  the  scientific 
amateurs  in  the  laboratory,  the  engineers  of  the  future  putting 
together  model  (we  will  not  say  toy)  machines  in  the  new  workshop, 
have  '  every  advantage  *  accorded  to  them.  This,  which  is  all  new,  ia 
all,  I'beUeve,  the  very  best  of  its  kind,  and  it  suits  the  fancy  of  the 
time,  whether  its  real  advantage  is  equal  to  the  hopes  founded  upon  it, 
or  not.  On  the  old  ground  of  education  I  scarcely  think  the  condition 
of  aflfairs  as  proved  by  results  is  quite  so  satisfactory.^  For  the  last  year 
or  two,  at  least,  there  have  been  no  Eton  names  in  the  first  class  of 
Oxford  honours.  The  names  highest  in  Eton  have  not  attained  any- 
thing beyond  the  mediocrity  of  a  second.  Accidental  causes,  of  course, 
tell  largely  in  this  respect,  and  the  boy  who  has  been  exemplary  at 
school  may  waste  his  time  at  College  and  throw  away  his  opportuni- 
ties :  but  still  the  school  will  inevitably  bear  at  least  a  portion  of  the 
blame.  This  has  not  been  so  in  Cambridge,  where  a  number  of  first 
and  second  Classics  in  recent  years  have  been  Eton  men.  The  ex- 
planation of  the  difference  is  in  itself  not  very  satisfactory.  It  is 
tJaat  the  boys  who  go  to  Cambridge  from  Eton  include  almost  all  the 


»  I  may  remark  here  that,  though  the  school  has  not  gained  any  nnnstial 
amonnt  of  honours,  the  general  standard  is  high.  At  the  last  examination  for 
certificates  Eton  stood  above  all  the  other  public  schools. 
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Collegers  or  King's  scholars— the.  boys  on  the  foundation — ^who  have 
long  possessed  and  retained  the  highest  position  intellectually  in  the 
school.  There  are  but  seventy  of  them  to  eight  or  nine  hundred  of 
the  others,  and  I  want  to  know  how  it  is  that  these  seventy  have 
kept  the  lead  for  years,  and  distanced  almost  all  competitors.  In 
early  times  their  superiority  was  a  merely  official  one,  imdisturbed  by 
any  strain  of  examination :  the  boy,  who  entered  College  by  grace  of 
his  father's  position  or  interest,  at  an  early  age,  going  on  to  a  scholar- 
ship, and  eventually  a  fellowship  at  King's  College,  Cambridge,  by 
sheer  routine,  without  any  exertion  on  his  part.  This  has  long 
ceased  to  be  the  case ;  but  the  Collegers  still  hold  their  place  at  the 
head  of  the  school.  It  may  be  said  that  the  examination  to  wbich 
they  are  subjected  on  entrance — or,  rather,  by  virtue  of  which  they 
are  elected — is  sufficiently  severe  to  secure  the  best  material  in- 
tellectually ;  but  this  does  not  seem  to  me  sufficient  to  justify  the 
difference  throughout  their  career.  In  the  now  long  list  of  New- 
castle Scholars,  the  names  of  Oppidans  are  very  sparingly  sprinkled 
amid  phalanxes  of  K.S.'s  ;  and  I  remember  tiie  mingled  surprise  and 
elation  with  which  Eton  in  general  a  few  years  since  received  the 
announcement  that  there  were  jive  Oppidans  in  that  aristocracy  of 
merit,  the  '  Select  for  the  Newcastle,'  which  is  the  highest  grade  of 
intellectual  rank  in  the  community,  embracing  about  a  dozen  boys, 
never  more.  In  the  same  year,  if  I  remember  rightly,  two  names  of 
Oppidans  appeared  in  the  first  three  of  the  Summer  Examination 
heading  the  lists.  It  was  a  thing  unheard  of.  I  do  not  know  if  it 
has  ever  happened  again. 

But  I  confess  that  I  am  not  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  as  to  the 
cause  of  this  superiority  of  the  Collegers.  The  competitive  success  of 
small  boys  of  twelve  or  thirteen  does  not  seem  to  account  for  it ;  and 
if  it  is  due  in  any  way  to  the  superior  organisation  of  *  College,' 
the  authorities  in  the  other  part  of  the  school  ought  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  model  which  is  so  near  them.  But  except  the  fact  that 
it  is  the  tradition  of  College  to  do  its  work  well,  I  do  not  know  any 
jspecial  difference  between  its  training  and  that  of  the  Oppidans.  It 
has  no  special  tutors  of  its  own ;  nay,  so  far  from  this,  popular  tutors 
with  their  hands  full  do  not  care  much  to  encumber  themselves  with 
•College  pupils  who  have  the  privilege  of  paying  only  half  fees ;  nor  is 
it  impelled  by  the  pressure  of  that  wholesome  necessity  for  work 
which  poverty  requires,  as  is  very  generally  supposed.  The  Collegers 
are  not  the  sons  of  poor  men  any  more  than  the  Oppidans  are  in- 
variably the  sons  of  rich  men.  That  is  not  one  of  the  conditions  of 
their  admission,  nor  does  any  generous  prejudice  against  enjoying  the 
benefit  of  endowments  intended  for  the  poor  prevent  the  well-to-do 
from  putting  forth  candidates  for  them.  The  only  thing  I  know  of 
to  account  for  it  is  the  strong  tradition  of  work  among  this  special 
class.  They  begin  by  knowing  that  they  are  expected  to  do  welL 
The  credit  of  '  College '  is  involved.    The  accumulated  reputation  of 
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years  has  to  be  kept  up.  The  wonder  is  that  inducements  of  the 
same  sort  cannot  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  other  part  of  the  com- 
munity. This  is  not  because  of  any  remissness  on  the  part  of  the 
tutors  to  exact  the  same  work  from  the  Oppidans.  The  common 
idea  that  a  boy  is  allowed  to  do  just  as  much  or  as  little  as  he  likes  is 
absolutely  untrue.  If  a  son  is  idle  the  parent  will  soon  learn  of  it. 
The  father  of  any  promising  boy  who  has  spoiled  his  chances  by  want 
of  work  (I  do  not  refer  to  anything  more  serious),  will  have  a  different 
experience  from  mine  if  he  can  say  that  Eton  tutors  are  indifferent.  He 
-who  would  have  a  quiet  life  and  no  trouble  with  his  boy's  progress  at 
school  had  better  make  up  his  mind  not  to  send  that  boy  to  the 
banks  of  the  Thames.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  a  distinction 
so  great,  so  marked  and  universal  between  two  classes  of  boys,  trained 
in  exactly  the  same  way  at  the  same  school,  ought  to  exist.  Surely 
some  means  could  be  found  of  influencing  the  other  lads  equal  to 
the  tradition  and  custom  of  work  which  have  become  proverbial  in 
College. 

The  superiority  always  evinced  by  the  Collegers  over  the  Oppidans  has 
puzzled  many  an  authority  on  the  subject  of  school  education  in  general, 
and  Eton  education  in  particular,  and  it  seems  veiy  difficult  to  give  any 
reasonable  explanation  of  it.  Here  are  seventy  boys  against  nine  hundred, 
and  the  seventy  invariably,  or  almost  invariably,  gain  the  day.  It  is  con- 
sidered a  great  distinction,  as  has  been  said  above,  for  an  Oppidan  to  be 
in  the  ^  sdeCt '  twelve  for  the  Newcastle  scholar^p,  the  *  blue  riband ' 
of  Eton,  a  prize  which  almost  always  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  Colleger.  Why 
is  it  that  the  &ct  of  having  come  within  twelve  of  the  best  Colleger 
is  such  a  glory  for  an  Oppidan  ?  Why  is  it  that  the  privilege  of  writ- 
ing K.S.  after  one's  name,  seems  to  give  one  such  a  superiority?  I 
write  as  an  Oppidan,  and  one  who  has  attained  the  distinction  of  which 
I  speak,  and  I  have  puzzled  over  this  question  quite  hopelessly,  until 
I  have  formed  a  theory  on  the  subject  which  I  give  for  what  it  is 
worth.  But  it  can  hardly  be  really  undei'stood  or  have  the  fair  chance 
which  everyone  who  starts  a  theory  claims  for  his  production,  unless 
the  people  to  whose  judgment  it  is  to  be  subjected,  know  something  about 
the  ordinary  career  of  a  Colleger.  Brought  up  from  school — ^few  *  private 
tuition '  boys  succeed  in  getting  into  College — for  a  severe  examination,  he 
comes  up  with  his  mind  full  of  the  consequences  which  his  success  may 
bring.  He  succeeds ;  we  may  gather  at  once  that,  unless  he  is  a  boy  of 
exertional  intellectual  powers,  he  must  be  one  who  has  been  taught  the  value 
of  hard  work,  the  advantages  which  attend  it,  as  well  as  the  way  in  which  it 
is  to  be  undertaken.  In  his  first  year  a  young  Colleger  has  no  easy  time 
of  it;  he  cannot  help  seeing  and  feeling  that  his  Oppidan  companions 
look  down  upon  him  with  all  the  apparently  inevitable  snobbism  of  youth, 
and  as  they  take  care  to  show  that  they  do  not  want  to  associate  with 
a  'tug,'  he  ceases  to  seek  for  their  approbation  and  companionship  as  a 
thing  which  would  be  difficult  to  acquire,  and,  when  acquired,  not  worth  the 
having. 

So  the  young  Colleger  grows  up  among  his  fellows ;  no  oompanionsldp, 
no  friendship,  except  that  of  the  few  other  Collegers — ^there  cannot  be  many 
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in  an  aggregate  of  only  seventj:— who  are  of  bis  own  age  and  standing* 
He  has  thus  no  associates  but  those  who  are  either  clever  or  hardworking; 
he  has  a  fag-master  who  really  cares  for  work,  having  been  brought  up  in 
the  same  way  as  himself,  and  who  asks  him  about  his  sdbool  work,  and  fosters 
in  him  the  interest  which  is  needed  to  keep  a  young  boy  to  his  tasks, 
and  which  is  so  apt  to  die  out  without  some  such  stimulus.  As  he  grows 
up  and  gets  among  older  and  more  sensible  boys,  he  becomes  once  more 
subject  to  the  same  temptaticms  as  others;  he  is  sought  after,  friends 
come  up  to  see  him  in  his  room ;  if  he  chance  to  excel  in  any  game  he 
is  taught— or,  rather,  others  tiy  to  teach  him — that  in  this  lies  his  chief 
claim  to  pre-eminence.  And  some  are  caught  by  this ;  the  idea  of  fame 
among  one's  schoolfellows  is  a  temptation  not  easily  resisted:  but,  to 
the  eternal  credit  of  the  Collegers  be  it  spoken,  the  number  of  those  who 
thus  fiall  is  small.  Few — I  think  in  my  own  experience,  a  pretty  long 
one,  I  can  only  recall  one  or  two — are  led  away  by  the  desire  to  become  con- 
spicuous in  this  way,  except  those  who  are  evidently  called  by  nature  to 
this  kind  of  excellence,  and  this  alone.  Bojns  whose  early  training  has 
imbued  them  with  the  spirit  which  seems  to  animate  the  greater  part  ef 
the  College  seldom,  if  ever,  fall  away.  The  habits  of  work,  begotten  by  en- 
forced solitariness,  have  become  too  strong  to  be  broken  through  at  the  tardy 
call  of  their  schoolfellows,  and  our  Collier  goes  on  now  voluntarily  as  he 
was  driven  to  commence  at  the  first.  It  is  not  a  pleasant  way  of  being  freed 
from  the  temptations  of  the  beginning  of  public  school  life,  but  it  is  a  veiy 
efficacious  one,  and  its  results  are  lasting.  In  this  way  perhaps  we  may 
account  for  the  real  superiority  of  the  Colleger,  but  there  is  another  cause 
by  which  we  can  explain  to  a  certain  extent  the  appearance  of  superior 
merit  which  arises  from  the  comparatively  rare  success  of  Oppidans.  It 
very  seldom  happens  that  a  Colleger  of  any  promise  does  not  complete  his 
full  time  at  Eton ;  he  is  started  on  the  foimdation,  he  has  the  prospect  before 
him  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  scholarships  existii^  at  either  University, 
and  he  naturally  goes  on  at  Eton  until  the  time  comes  for  him  to  go  on  to 
King's.  But  with  a  promising  young  Oppidan  the  case  is  often  very  diffe- 
rent. Many  of  the  boys  who  do  very  well  at  the  beginning  of  their  career 
and  show  signs  of  conspicuous  talent  or  application,  are  removed  from  the 
school  before  their  time,  in  order  to  compete  for  Woolwich,  the  diplomatic 
service,  or  some  such  position  which  requires  special  training,  and  it  is  to 
this,  perhaps,  that  we  must  attribute  the  fact  that  the  superiority  of  Col- 
legers over  Oppidans  is  so  much  less  clearly  marked  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  school.  As  the  Colleger  rises  in  the  school  his  Oppidan  rivals  ertJier 
disappear,  or  are  led  away  by  the  temptations  which,  for  the  reasons  whidi 
I  have  attempted  to  explain,  have  less  power  over  him,  and  thus  it  resuHB 
that  the  hi^est  prizes  of  the  school  fall  as  a  rule  into  the  Couriers'  hands. 
One  more  reason  for  this  may  be  given,  t^t  the  roles  of  superannuatian 
are  not  the  same  for  Collegers  and  Oppidans.  It  is  not  so  very  long  ago 
that  the  boys  on  the  foundation  were  the  only  ones  subjected  to  any  such  rule ; 
the  summer  after  his  nineteenth  birthday — ^for,  in  connection  with  College^ 
age  is  reckoned  from  the  old  time  of  the  King's  election  at  the  b^;inning 
of  August-^was  the  limit  assigned  by  statute  to  a  Collar's  stay  at  Eton, 
while  Oppidans  might  stay  on  as  long  as  their  tutors  would  keep  them.  A 
few  years  ago,  however,  a  great  revolution  took  place ;  the  rules  regardiag 
Oollege  remained  unaltered,  but  a  new  statute  was  made  with  respect  to  the 
Oppidakis.  ^  According  to  this,  no  boy  was  to  be  allowed  to  b^fin  anew  ^  half' 
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after  his  nineteenth  birthday.  The  tables  were  thus  compld^y  turned : 
it  is  no  longer  now  the  Oppidan  who  stays  on  an  unlimited  time  after  the 
Colleger  has  been  obliged  to  leave  j  it  is  the  Colleger  now  who  at  the  time 
of  the  great  struggles,  the  Newcastle  and  the  Summer  Examination,  is  not 
unfrequently  a  year  older  than  any  of  his  Oppidan  competitors.  And  seeing 
the  vast  difference  made  by  one  year  at  this  time  of  a  boy's  life,  we  must 
never  leave  this  fact  out  of  consideration  when  we  are  looking  at  the  lists 
of  those  who  have  taken  Eton's  great  pri29es,  and  wondering  why  the  names 
of  Oppidans  are  so  few  and  far  between. 

Mr.  Crladstone,  who  ought  to  know  Eton,  gave  forth  to  the  world, 
not  very  long  ago,  his  opinion  that  rank  was  worshipped,  and  money 
paid  unbounded  court  to,  within  its  precincts.  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
tradict so  great  an  authority,  and  perhaps  he  spoke,  consciously  or 
unconsciously,  in  reference  to  a  state  of  affairs  now  passed  by.  In 
the  Eton  of  the  present  day  I  do  not  think  this  pitiful  and  most 
un-boylike  habit  of  thought  has  any  existence  which  can  be  called 
characteristic  or  imiversal.  It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  there  are  not 
native  snobs  and  natural-bom  tufthunters  in  such  a  mass  of  human 
creatures,  and  no  doubt  men  will  develope  from  among  them  who 
will  be  more  proud  than  of  any  other  acHevement  of  tiieir  juvenile 
life  that  they  were  at  school  with  my  Lord  Datchet  or  the  Marquis 
of  Slough  and  Windsor.  Anywhere,  perhaps,  this  would  be  inevitable 
— in  rmk-loving  England  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  so. 
But  for  the  present  moment,  and  in  their  schoolboy  state,  my  ex- 
perience gives  me  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Lordolatry  flourishes 
among  Eton  boys.  There  are  some  houses  in  which  the  scions  of  the 
aristocracy  aboimd,  but  their  position  even  in  circumstances  which 
have  nothing  to  do  with  school  distinctions,  and  depend  on  the  choice 
and  independent  agency  of  the  schoolboys,  is  less  distinguished  than 
would  seem  possible  in  the  nature  of  things.  In  the  little  debating 
societies,  for  example,  which  exist  in  almost  every  house,  and  in 
which,  indeed,  there  is  no  overwhelming  amount  of  genius  made 
apparent,  the  little  lordlings  would  be  paramount  if  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  right.  They  would  abound  in  the  much  prized  ranks  of  *  Pop,' 
the  ^  Eton  Society '  par  excellence^  the  club  to  which  ambition  points 
as  the  highest  social  distinction  of  the  place,  and  even  in  the  Literary 
Society,  though  that  is  more  exclusively  intellectual.  But  in  neither 
of  these  elevated  circles  do  we  find  even  such  traces  of  their  presence 
as  might  be  looked  for,  not  to  speak  of  excessive  predominance. 
Various  boys,  with  *  Honourable 'before  their  names,  have  held  inrecent 
years  high  places  in  the  school,  but  envy  itself  could  not  say  that 
these  places  were  not  fully  desei'ved,  or  that  the  shadow  of  the  coronet 
over  them  had  anything  to  do  with  their  elevation  and  popularity. 
A  coronet  is  a  pretty  ornament  at  all  times ;  it  adds  a  grace  to  other 
distinctions,  and  the  picturesque  element  is  always  involved  in  it ; 
but  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  of  more  than  one  actual  wearar 
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of  a  title  who  has  succeeded  in  reaping  the  full  glories  of  this  little 
Republic ;  which  is  wonderful,  for  lords  have  just  as  good  a  chance 
of  being  agreeable  and  popular  as  other  youths,  even  should  it  happen 
that  they  have  not  the  faculties  which  lead  to  Sixth  form.  Money 
I  cannot  believe  to  have  any  better  representation  among  the  ranks 
of  Eton  '  swells ' — a  class  which  is  always  definable  by  experts,  yet 
which  cannot  be  described  or  identified  on  any  principle.  Here  the 
boys  who  spend  much  and  those  who  spend  little  stand  side  by  side ; 
and  the  sons  of  millionaires,  no  more  than  the  sons  of  dukes,  abound 
in  ^Pop.'  Why  a  boy  should  l)e  elected  into  'Pop,'  or  on  what  grounds, 
it  transcends  my  power  to  say.  Generally  speaking,  he  must  be 
athletic,  though  there  are  some  who  have  been  voted  in  by  acclama- 
tion, who  have  no  athletic  powers  at  all.  The  qualities  that  pro- 
cure this  distinction  are  subtle  and  hard  to  find  out;  but  they 
certainly  are  not  either  rank  or  wealth,  which  are  very  simple  and 
visible  qualifications.  The  only  boy  whom  I  remember  to  have 
known  who  combined  both  of  these  qualities,  unbounded  funds  and 
rank,  not  quite  in  possession,  indeed,  but  very  near,  was  a  simple 
fellow  who  was  the  joke  of  his  friends,  and  whom  nobody  dreamt 
of  advancing  to  any  of  those  prizes  of  Eton  life.  His  companion, 
who  was  nobody,  and  had  no  money,  got  into  'Pop but  the  young 
peer,  with  his  pockets  full  of  money,  had  not  the  shadow  of  a  dis- 
tinction to  brag  of.  This  does  not  say  much  for  the  justice  of  the 
assertion.  A  boy  may  possibly,  I  cannot  tell,  be  invited  to  his 
tutor's  private  table,  or  may  have  a  mild  success  in  the  society  of  the 
neighbourhood,  on  account  of  his  title.  Ladies  may  like  to  see  Lord 
Charles  or  Lord  John  at  their  little  parties,  and  feel  a  little  nearer  on 
their  account  to  the  dear  duchess,  their  mother.  But  even  this 
exists  to  a  very  small  extent,  and  were  it  more  prevalent  could  not 
in  any  way  aflfect  the  attitude  of  Eton  as  a  schooL  I  do  not  know 
what  other  test  could  be  given  than  the  one  I  have  suggested,  but  it 
is  a  very  easy  one.  If  titled  boys  abound  in  ' Pop;'  if  they  are  pre- 
ferred to  the  select  ranks  of  the  Literary  Society ;  if  they  are  foremost 
among  the  young  debaters  in  their  houses,  then  I  will  acknowledge 
the  reproach  to  be  true ;  but  so  long  as  nothing  of  this  is  the  case,  I 
am  unable  to  perceive  what  proof  can  be  alleged  of  such  a  state- 
ment. 


It  is  rather  a  curious  fatality  that  whenever  in  our  reflections  about  any 
person  or  institution  in  which  we  feel  an  interest,  we  comfort  ourselves  with 
the  idea  that  at  all  events  they  are  free  of  some  one  particular  fault,  whatever 
be  then*  other  shortcomings,  someone  invariably  appears  at  once  to  make  this 
very  fault  the  subject  of  considerable  animadversion  and  reprobation.  So  if 
any  old  Etonian  had  been  asked  some  years  ago  to  what  fault  Eton  was  least 
inclined,  he  would  certainly  have  thought  at  once  of  the  absence  of  anything 
like  tufthunting  in  the  school.  Thereupon,  aooording  to  the  usual  course  <^ 
affidrs,  Mr.  Gladstone  comes  forward  to  accuse  Eton  of  this  very  &ult, 
declaring  the  great  blot  upon  its  &ir  fstme  to  be  the  worship  paid  here  to 
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money  and  rank.    Perhaps  no  aocnsation  could  have  been,  devised  more 
thoroughly  calculated  to  diock  and  surprise  the  lovers  of  Eton:  old  Etonians 
who  had  been  long  absent  from  their  old  school  doubtless  accepted  the  state- 
ment with  distress,  made  up  their  minds  that  so  great  a  man  must  know  what 
he  was  talking  about,  and  that  there  was  nothing  for  them  to  do  but  mourn 
in  silence  over  the  decadence  of  Eton.    It  was  its  effect  upon  such  as  these 
— men  who  had  no  means  at  hand  of  investigating  and  refuting  the  mon- 
strous error — that  gave  the  accusation  most  of  its  importance ;  none  who 
knew  Eton  as  it  was,  none  who  had  been  there  with  the  present  set  of 
masters  and  any  of  the  present  set  of  boys,  could  for  an  instant  believe  that 
there  could  be  any  foundation  for  such  a  charge.    They  knew  that,  m3rsteri- 
ous  as  are  the  qualities  required  to  give  a  boy  a  leading  position  at  Eton, 
wealth  and  title  had  no  place  among  them.    But  to  those  who  had  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  truth,  and  only  horrid  fears  that  after  all  it  was 
a  long  time  since  they  knew  Eton — long  enough  to  have  brought  many 
changes — such  a  statement  backed  by  such  a  name  was  bound  to  bring  fear 
and  eiiame.    As  one  who  has  had  no  small  experience  of  Eton,  I  make 
bold  to  say  that  the  accusation  rests  upon  a  more  infinitesimal  foundation 
than  ever  yet  pretended  to  sustain  a  capital  charge.    For  such  a  charge 
as  this  is  capital :  it  affects  the  very  life  of  the  school  against  which  it  is 
brought  forward.    For  the  vice  of  which  it  is  accused  never  comes  alone ;  if 
we  own  to  it  we  must  also  allow  the  existence  of  ite  inevitable  consequences, 
toadyism,  backbiting,  envy,  &c.  &c. ;  we  must,  in  fact,  give  up  all  our  respect 
for  the  old  school  which  we  love,  tuid  before  doing  that  every  Etonian  will 
demand  further  evidence,  complete  proof.    Of  this  proof  there  is  but  a  small 
scrap  which  can  be  adduced,  and  to  that  I  have  already  referred.    It  does  not 
cany  out  Mr.  Gladstone's  accusation,  but  is  cognate  to  it.    There  is  indeed, 
1  firmly  beheve,  no  worship  of  wealth  to  be  found ;  but  among  the  smaller 
boys  there  is,  I  fear,  a  good  deal  of  contempt  for  poverty.    Some  of  the 
contempt  already  referred  to  with  which  our  small  Oppidans  look  down 
upon  the  Collars  is  no  doubt  derived  fix>m  the  old  injudicious  traditions 
that  have  created  a  certain  feeling  of  hostility  between  the  two  great  divi- 
sions of  the  school.    The  feeling  itself  has  almost  died  out,  though  con- 
tinually fostered  by  the  rivalry  in  exMninations  and  the  like,  which  even 
the  masters  encourage ;  but  it  has  left  its  traces  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
school  in  this  unfortunate  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  lower  boy  Oppidan  to 
despise  the  small  Colleger.    And  I  fear  that,  besides  this  traditional  hostility, 
there  is  an  element  of  contempt  for  the  supposed  poverty  which  has  driven 
the  Colleger's  parents  to  obtain  for  their  son  an  exceptionally  cheap  education. 
But  here  the  truth  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  charge  ends ;  it  is  not  the  poorer  boys 
who  venerate  the  rich,  but  the  richer  who  hold  aloof  from  the  poorer,  and 
even  this  is  only  true  with  the  small  boys  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  school. 

It  is  very  dafficult,  I  might  almost  say  impossible,  to  explain  to  the  out- 
side world  what  it  is  that  constitutes  a  *  swell.'  It  is  not  rank,  and  it  is 
not  money,  for  the  humblest  and  poorest  often  find  a  place  in  the  favoured 
few  to  whom  public  opinion  applies  the  term ;  it  is  certainly  not  intellectual 
superiority,  for  among  these  few  are  found  boys  whose  claims  to  distinction 
intellectually  are  microscopic ;  nor  is  it  mere  athletic  prowess,  for  hoj^  are 
also  found  there  whose  names  are  strange  to  the  lists  of  cricket  or  football 
elevens.  All  that  we  can  do  about  this  mysterious  class  is  to  state  the 
bare  &ct,  that  at  Eton  there  exists  a  certain  more  or  less  definite  corp8 
(V^USy  known  as  the  '  swells,'  whom  public  opinion  permits  to  do  one  or  two 
things  which  would  be  considered  '  swagger '  on  the  part  of  a  less  distin- 
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gaished  individual,  and  to  whom  a  certain  amount  of  deference  is  always, 
parhaps  unconsciously,  paid  by  all.  Twenty^ight  choem  members  this 
body  make  up  the  '  Eton  Society,'  more  commonly  known  as  ^  P<^,'eKistmg 
fOT  the  nominal  purpose  of  holing  weekly  debates  jon  political  or  literary 
subjects,  but  in  reidity  a  club,  and  a  very  comfortable  one,  providing  a 
library,  news|iapers,  stationery,  and  various  other  advantages  to  those  who 
obtain  the  h(mour  of  membership.  One  curious  piece  of  Eton  etiquette 
will  show  how  much  is  thought  of  this  honour.  The  youth  of  the  present 
day,  at  Eton  especially,  is  not  impulsive ;  it  is  not  givm  to  public  congrata- 
lations  or  any  gushing  outward  exhibition  of  friendship ;  yet  when  a  boy 
has  been  elected  to  '  Pop,'  it  is  the  proper  thing  for  every  member  to  shake 
him  by  the  hand  whenever  they  meet  first  after  his  election  and  solemnly 
to  C(mgratulate  him  upon  it  There  is  no  prouder  day  in  the  life  cf  an  Eton 
boy  than  that  on  which  he  is  thus  saluted. 

In  respect  to  the  cost  of  Eton,  I  think  that  this  is  a  matter  which 
parents  have  very  much  in  their  own  hands.  As  schools  go  at  the 
present  day  the  school  is  not  in  itself  a  very  expensive  one.  This  will 
be  a  startling  statement  to  many  people,  but  I  think  I  c^  substan- 
tiate it.  It  is  not  dearer  than  several  of  the  preparatory  schools 
which  have  sprung  up  in  its  wake — schools  which  are  entirely  private 
undertakings,  founded  on  the  individual  popularity  of  some  master ; 
nor  is  it,  which  is  a  still  more  startling  fact  to  recognise,  dearer  than 
many  of  the  private  girls'  schools  which  it  pleases  the  popular  fancy  to 
consider  so  much  inferior.  The  cost  of  Eton  as  a  school  is  about  1 50Z. 
a  year.  The  items  run  as  follows,  counting  by  the  term,  of  which 
there  are  three  in  the  year: — 

£     9.  d. 

Board  37    o  o 

School  Charges  •  .  .800 
Tutors     .      •       •      •  .700 


£52    o  o 

I  do  not  say  that  this  is  not  a  considerable  sum  to  pay  for  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  a  boy  for  little  more  than  eight  months 
in  the  year,  but  only  that  there  is  no  education  of  the  higher  sort  to 
be  had  in  England  at  a  lesser  rate,  at  least  in  none  of  the  schools 
which  are  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  and  where  a  parent  can  establish 
his  child  without  taking  trouble  and  making  son\e  sacrifices,  which  it 
is  difficult  for  him,  if  he  is  a  busy  man,  to  make.  He  may,  for 
instance,  establish  himself  near  one  of  the  higher  kind  of  endowed 
schools  in  the  country,  or  he  may  send  his  boy  abroad,  or  put  him 
imder  private  tuition  at  home;  but  neither  in  the  other  public 
schools,  nor  in  private  establishments  which  compete  with  them,  will 
he,  according  to  my  experience,  find  anything  much  cheaper.  I  have, 
however,  before  me  as  I  write  various  bills  sent  to  the  parents  of 
boys  at  Eton,  which  show  a  very  diflTerent  total.  The  sum  mounts 
in  some  of  these  to  lOOt.,  in  others  to  98^.,  95 2.,  87Z.,  and  similar 
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amounts  per  term.  How  is  this  difference  made  up  ?  In  the  case  of 
my  own  sons  their  tradesmen's  bills  were  separate,  and  (more  or  less) 
under  my  own  control ;  and  tibie  school  accounts  exceeded  the  sum 
mentioned  above  only  by  such  simple  items  as  school  subscriptions, 
the  small  weekly  sums  iJlowed  as  pocket-money,  and  other  innocent 
additions.  I  will  take  the  case,  however,  of  one  boy,  wiiose  bills 
amounted,  instead  of  the  156^.  above  indicated,  to  the  very  different 
total  of  284/.  I  may  cite  a  few  of  the  items,  which  were  as  follows : — 

£     a,  d. 

Tailor  .  •  •  •  •  45  o  O 
Hosier  .  .  •  .  .  27  18  o 
Shoemaker  .  .  .  .  6  19  o 
Haircutter  (!)^  .  .  .  •  5  17  o 
Upholsterer     .       •       •       •     3    S  o 


£88  19  o 

Of  more  legitimate  expenses  we  have  £2  I2«.  6d.  for  the  hire 
of  a  piano,  and  £6  128.  od.  for  extra  tuition  in  music — besides 
a  nimiber  of  small  expenses,  allowances,  &c.,  which  make  up  the 
total.  This  boy*s  family  was  quite  rich  enough  to  give  him  (since 
his  parents  thought  it  right)  full  scope  for  expenditure.  But  to 
represent  all  this  waste  of  money  as  school  bills  is  manifestly  unjust. 
The  only  real  educational  expenses  which  ought  with  justice  to  be 
added  to  our  first  estimate  would  be  '  extra  mathematics,'  or 
*  extra  French,'  or  some  one  or  other  of  the  additional  scientific 
subjects  usually  had  recourse  to  in  view  of  some  approaching  examina- 
tion, the  fee  for  which  is  fixed  at  £3  loa.  od.  a  term — or  music,  a 
more  expensive  extra,  though  we  do  not  know  why  it  should  depart 
from  the  general  rule.  This  is  not  only  what  Eton  expenses  ought 
to  be,  but  what  they  are,  apart  from  the  foolish  expenditure  per- 
mitted by  a  few  rich  and  foolish  parents.  The  instance  I  have 
quoted  is  somewhat  exceptional,  but  the  habit  of  including  the  items 
of  the  boy's  wardrobe  in  his  school  bills,  as  well  as  leaving  the 
selection  and  multiplying  of  his  garments  to  his  own  discretion,  is,  I 
think,  a  very  inappropriate  one ;  and  in  any  case,  even  when  it  is 
moderate,  a  tailor's  bill  is  not  an  attribute  of  education.  Sometimes 
the  tutor,  exasperated,  will  interfere  to  prevent  an  intended  extrava- 
gance. I  have  heard  of  the  forbidden  indulgence  of  an  ulster,  when 
they  were  the  newest  fashion,  being  peremptorily  sent  back  upon  the 
tailor's  hands ;  and,  not  long  ago,  I  l)ecame  the  possessor  of  a 
grotesque  piece  of  furniture,  a  chaise  longue  of  basket-work,  nicely 
cushioned,  which  some  young  sybarite  had  ordered  for  his  own 
comfort,  but  which  his  tutor  had  wisely  returned  to  the  shop  firom 
which  it  came. 

I  find  it  very  diflBcult  to  account  for  the  fact  that  a  great  number 

«  Here  I  find  a  misconception :  an  Eton  hairdresser's  bill  includes  such  fancy 
articles  as  skates,  balls,  pictures,  or  chimney  ornaments.  This  bill,  as  compared  with 
the  others,  is  by  no  means  excessive. 
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of  Eton  boys,  when  they  proceed  from  the  school  to  the  University, 
go  straight  to  the  very  home  of  learning  in  Oxford — to  Balliol  itself : 
yet  such  has  been  the  case  in  recent  years.  Eton  is  much  contemned 
in  the  public  prints  and  in  conmion  talk,  and  Balliol  is  proportion- 
ately honoured,  yet  the  number  of  young  men  who  step  direct  fix)m 
the  supposed  idle  school  to  the  supposed  reading  College  is  much 
greater  than  the  proportion  which  goes  to  any  other  College  in 
Oxford — a  curious  fact  to  begin  with. 

But  this  opens  up  special  questions,  and  I  cannot  for  the  present 
follow  further  the  career  of  the  young  Etoniai>. 
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England  and  the  Councils  op  Europe. 

THE  last  four  weeks,  like  those  which  preceded  them,  have  been 
weeks  of  hot  party  warfare.  From  the  north-w^  the  con- 
flict shifted  to  the  north-east,  then  descended  south-east  to  London, 
and  south-west  to  Bristol.  Before  these  lines  are  read  it  will  have 
been  raging  fiercest  of  all  in  Midlothian.  Even  already  the 
Opposition  artillery  has  had  the  superiority  in  weight  of  metal, 
though  the  Ministerial  guns  have  been  far  from  silenced.  It 
becomes  daily  more  apparent  that  the  Government  feels  the 
majority  to  be  shifting  from  its  side  to  that  of  its  adversaries. 
In  all  that  its  champions  say  an  apologetic  undertone  is  heard. 
Ministers  are  haughty  and  arrogant  as  ever.  They  confess,  however, 
in  their  most  extravagant  boasts  of  self-assertion,  that  they  know 
themselves  to  be  on  their  defence.  With  an  unbroken  Parlia- 
mentary majority,  they  almost  avow  their  belief  that  a  dissolution 
will  scatter  that  majority.  In  full  possession  of  power  they  are 
perpetually  speculating  on  the  use  their  antagonists  will  make  of 
authority  when  it  has  quitted  themselves. 

The  apparent  consciousness  of  weakness  renders  it  especially 
important  that  the  vast  section  of  the  nation  which  has  begun  to 
protest  against  a  chronic  condition  of  menace  or  panic  in  the  foreign 
relations  of  England  should  not  deceive  itself  with  the  fancy  that  the 
real  Conservative  leaders,  were  they  granted  a  new  lease  of  power, 
would,  or  indeed  could,  turn  over  a  new  leaf  in  foreign  policy.  They 
are  not  ashamed  of  their  achievements.  They  are  as  little  inclined 
as  ever  to  let  judgment  go  against  them  by  default.  To  apprehend 
the  genuine  Ministerial  temper  the  real  chiefs  must  be  watched,  and 
not  their  accidental  companions.  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord  Salis- 
bury are  too  shrewd  not  to  perceive  that  the  unpartisan  portion  of  the 
nation  has  become  tired  of  their  restlessness  and  recklessness.  They 
understand  as  well  as  their  critics  that  their  enterprises  have,  at  any 
rate,  so  far  failed  that  the  difficulties  those  enterprises  were  designed 
to  solve  are  more  difficulties  than  before.  Peace  with  honour  may  have 
come  to  Charing  Cross  in  Lord  Beaconsfield's  and  Ijord  Salisbury's 
portmanteaus.  Its  carriers  know  as  well  as  anybody  that  their  diplo- 
matic handiwork  has  left  it  no  abiding  place  on  the  Continent,  from 
Berlin  to  Constantinople,  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Vienna.  They  are  not 
deluded  by  their  own  explanations  of  the  advantages  the  Porte  derives 
from  a  divine  right  to  rule  thi^  Balkans  which  it  may  not  use.  They 
can  perceive  that  the  pressure  they  have  been  lately  proposing  to  put 
upon  the  Sultan  mightJ^Cve  been  laid  upon  him  with  more  effect  and  at 
less  risk  aftertlie-C^nstantinople  Conference.  They  appreciate  the 
ma&ifbldpfefplexities  of  the  occupation  of  Afghanistan.  They  are  not 
No.  600  (no.  cxx.  w.  ».)  3  L 
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more  in  charity  than  Liberala  with  Sir  Bartle  Frere.  They  are  not  the 
dnpes  of  their  own  vaunts  that  there  have  been  no  actual  misfortunes 
at  all.  They  argue,  without  convincing  themselves,  that  the  dilemma 
created  by  the  Berlin  Treaty  in  the  Balkans  has  even  been  particularly 
lucky  in  necessitating  an  interposition  of  the  Austrian  wedge  between 
Turkey  and  Bussia,  between  Bussian  Slav  and  Balkan  Skiv.  They 
are  too  sagacious  r^dly  to  see  in  the  disorganisaticm  of  A%hanistan 
a  pledge  that  Tashkend  will  never  in  future  be  able  to  make  a  tool  of 
Cabul.  Sir  Bartle  Frere's  faith  that  he  is  an  appointed  earthly 
Providence  for  all  heathen  races,  has  not,  in  their  own  private  view,, 
been,  as  they  proclaimed  at  the  Gruildhall,  overruled  to  good  by  ^the 
lesson  of  self-preservation '  ten  thousand  British  troops  have  taught 
somewhat  enigmatically  to  South  African  colonists. 

The  very  fact  that  this  series  of  disasters  has  be&llen  the  Con- 
servative policy  precludes  any  hope  that  its  authors  will  change  it. 
If  calamities  could  have  convinced  them  of  its  folly  they  would  have 
been  convinced  long  ago.  Each  misfortune  as  it  has  oome  has 
only  proved  the  strength  of  the  theory  which  enslaves  thenu 
It  was  not  an  unreasonable,  as  it  was  a  charitable,  construction 
to  put  upon  the  acquiescence  of  several  Ministers  in  Lord  Beacons- 
field's  and  Lord  SaUsbury's  policy,  that  their  assent  had  been  extorted 
by  panic.  When  blows  were  wildly  aimed,  first  at  Bussia,  then  at 
jAighanistan,  when  a  war  was  accepted  in  South  Africa  which  was 
ac&owledged  to  be  unjust,  and  G-reat  Britain  was  stripped  of  troops  for 
the  overthrow  of  a  negro  kinglet,  the  apology,  if  scarcely  justification, 
appeared  to  be  simple  fright.  That  was  the  only  way  of  accoimting 
for  the  demeanour  of  sober  politicians  like  the  Chancellor  of  tiie 
Exchequer,  and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Secretary  for 
War,  and  the  Home  Secretary.  Men  do  strange  things  under  the 
instigation  of  fear,  and  these  Slinisters,  together  with  many  (»rdinarily 
reasonable  Members  of  Parliament,  did  strange  things.  But  they 
who  inspire  the  ministerial  policy  have  never  been  dupes  of  the 
alarms  which  overcame  their  colleagues.  Lord  Beaconsfield  at 
G-uildhall,  and  Lord  Salisbury  at  Manchester,  would  not  accept 
any  such  extenuation  of  the  extraordinary  paroxysnos  of  tiieir 
diplomacy  as  nervous  timidity  might  supply.  The  'hiflixwical 
tradition'  of  British  foreign  policy,  the  obligation  of  England 
to  make  her  ^  power  and  advice  felt  in  the  coimcils  of  Europe,^ 
are  the  motives  they  themselves  assign  for  the  pugnacious  cha- 
racter the  British  Government  has  simulated  during  the  last  year 
and  a  half.  With  these  for  their  principles,  the  ordinary  contentions 
of  their  adversaries  must  seem  to  them  very  irrelevant.  It  may  well 
be  that  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  has  accomplished  none  of  its  ostensible 
objects,  that  it  has  left  chaos  where  a  more  magnanimous  diplomacy 
would  have  sown  the  germ  of  a  new  life ;  that  the  fall  of  tiie  Zulu 
kingdom  has  led  the  way  to  a  system  which  may  be  worse ;  that  the 
triumphant  Treaty  of  Gandanoak  has  exaggerated  all  the  incon- 
veniences of  neighbourhood  to  Afghanistan.   All  that  is  immatenal 
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if  none  of  these  things  were  done .  by  Lord  Beaoonsfield  and  Lord 
Salisbury  for  their  own  sakes.  Their  guiding  object,  it  seems, 
was  to  maintain  the  weight  of  British  influence  in  European 
councils.  Europe,  the  coimtry  is  informed,  has  a  right  to  de- 
mand that  England  shall  take  not  merely  a  share,  but  a  leading 
share,  in  its  councils.  The  part  should  be  not  so  much  a  leading 
part  as  the  leading  part.  The  British  Empire,  like  another  famous 
empire,  with  which  Lord  Beaconsfield's  glorying  suggests  an  ominous 
parallel,  claims,  according  to  Lord  Beaconsfield,  and  with  about 
as  much  reason,  to  impersonate  European  peace.  ^So  long  as 
the  power  and  advice  of  England  are  felt  in  the  councils  of  Europe, 
peace,'  Lord  Beaconsfield  bdieves,  ^  will  be  maintained,  and  main- 
tained for  a  long  period.'  The  end  and  purpose  of  Lord  Beacons- 
field's  and  his  coadjutor's  foreign  policy  have  been  attained,  not 
because  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  guaranteed  the  safety  of  Constantinople 
better  than  the  Treaty  of  San  Stefano,  not  because  a  mediatized 
Afghanistan  is  a  more  solid  barrier  between  British  Lidia  and 
Bussia  than  an  independent  A%hani8tau,  but  because  their  policy  has 
made  good  the  right  and  the  duty  of  Great  Britain  to  be  r^arded  as  a 
European  Power. 

Lord  Salisbury  at  Manchester,  with  his  talk  about  historical 
tradition,  desired  to  convey  this  moral  of  the  position  British  foreign 
policy  has  taken  up  imder  the  present  Crovemment.  Lord  Beacons- 
field has  stated  the  doctrine  still  more  emphatically.  His  speech  at 
O-uildhall  has  been  decried  as  containing  little  matter.  It  sounded,  at 
all  events,  the  keynote  of  the  Prime  Minister's  own  policy.  To  him  Eng- 
land is  a  European  Power  as  France,  and  Germany,  and  Austria 
are  European  Powers.  The  nation  is  warned  that  its  *  geographical 
position '  constitutes  no  essential  distinction  between  it  and  the  mass 
of  European  nations.  Its  ^  silver  streak '  is  just  an  addition  to  ita 
military  advantages  which  enables  it  to  embark  in  European  quarrels 
more  rashly  and  precipitately  than  other  States.  Here  is  the  car- 
dinal issue  between  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  the  Opposition.  As  against 
Mr.  Cross,  or  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  or  Colonel  Stanley,  or  Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith,  it  may  be  opportune  to  go  oh  expounding  the  inadequacy  of 
the  Government  measures  to  save  the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire  or  to  protect  British  India.  The  assent  of  those  Ministers 
was  obtained  to  Cabinet  decisions  by  the  same  sort  of  logic  they  are 
in  the  habit  of  using  second-hand  at  Conservative  gatherings.  At 
each  step  in  the  quagmire  into  which  they  had  let  themselves  be  be- 
guiled they  would  have  been  glad  of  an  excuse  to  turn  back.  They 
were  met  by  the  prospect  of  an  equal  waste  of  mud  to  be  traversed  in 
humiliation  before  they  could  retrieve  their  blunder.  They  repeat 
quite  naturally  to  the  Conservative  rank  and  file  the  lesson  taught 
themselves.  Confronted  with  the  spectacle  of  the  perplexities  ahead, 
they  reply  by  pointing  to  the  perplexities  inevitable  on  a  retreat. 
In  arguing  against  them,  it  is  necessary  to  go  on  demonstrating  that 
the  cost  of  confessing  an  error  is  less  than  the  cost  of  persisting,  in 
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it.  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord  Salisbury  sometimes  employ  the  same 
arguments  as  their  less  imaginative  colleagues ;  but  they  do  not  act 
on  the  principles  those  arguments  imply.  They  are  satisfied  if,  by  accept- 
ing heavy  obligations  in  Asia  Minor,  and  heavier  in  Central  Asia,  they 
have  compelled  the  military  Powers  of  Europe  to  regard  England  as  one 
of  their  fraternity. 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  the  country  has  been  disturbed 
by  rumours  that  an  ultimatum  had  been  addressed  to  the  Porte. 
The  British  Mediterranean  fleet,  it  was  declared,  had  been  ordered 
to  the  Bosphorus,  and  the  Sultan  was  to  be  browbeaten  by  its 
sympathising  iriends  into  reform.  Philo-Turks,  Conservatives,  and 
others,  were  astoxiished  that  a  Government,  which  had  interposed 
between  Turkey  and  Bussia,  should  be  tyrannising  over  Ottoman 
administrators  as  grievously  as  Greneral  Ignatieff.  Liberals  rejoiced 
that  oppression  was  to  be  checked;  they  only  lamented  that  the 
orders  to  reform  abuses  which  were  issued  now  had  not  been  issued 
at  a  time  when  all  Eiurope  would  have  guaranteed  their  execution. 
The  movement  was  meant,  in  fact,  by  the  strategists  of  the  Cabinet 
as  a  demonstration  which  should  affect  European  opinion  by  the 
semblance  of  an  effort  to  obtain  reforms  for  Asia  Minor.  Its  ostensible 
object  may  well  have  been  to  soothe  the  scruples  of  such  statesmen 
as  Mr.  Cross  and  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  at  the  intolerable  shame  of 
having  to  be  sureties  iox  so  criminal  a  defaulter  in  the  Courts  of 
Europe  as  the  Turk.  It  must  continually  shock  the  more  tender  Min- 
isterial consciences  that  British  patronage  should  be  wasted  in 
propping  up  an  incapable  anarchy  which  must  else  have  fidlen  by  its 
'Own  dead  weight.  But  Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord  Beaconsfield  tfaem- 
^Ives,  and  in  their  own  hearts,  will  have  intended  it  rather  as  a 
ooimterstroke  to  the  Austrian  league  with  Germany.  Berlin  had 
•consulted  Vienna  for  the  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  Turkey  in 
Europe.  Lord  Salisbury  has  learnt  the  fact  from  the  newspapers, 
not  from  Count  Miinster  or  Count  Karolyi.  The  reply  of  the  British 
Foreign  Office  is  a  threat  to  the  Sultan.  If  Europe  has  shown  some 
curiosity  in  discussing  the  scope  of  the  Vienna  schemes.  Lord  Salis- 
bury and  his  chief  are  determined  to  supply  it  with  as  critical  a  topic 
of  deliberation.  Admiral  Hornby's  threatened  cruise  to  Constanti- 
nople was  meant  as  a  return  visit  to  Prince  Bismarck's  visit  to  Count 
Andrassy.  Mirabeau  precipitated  the  French  Revolution  to  storm 
the  closed  salons  of  Paris.  Lords  Beaconsfield  and  Salisbury  offer 
the  Porte  the  choice  between  reform  and  the  guns  of  a  British  fleet 
4n  order  to  storm  the  European  conclaves.  The  more  recondite 
•European  projects  they  can  only  else  conjecture  by  eavesdropping  at 
the  door  of  a  newspaper  office. 

These  two  Ministers  of  Great  Britain  are  unhappy  so  long  as  they 
^ire  not  sworn  into  the  Cabinet  Coimcil  of  Europe.  At  the  time  of 
the  Treaty  of  San  Stefano  they  offered  to  do  the  work  of  Europe 
on  the  terms  of  an  introduction  to  this  august  board.  After  all  their 
pains  in  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  at  Gallipoli,  and  at  Berlin,  they  have 
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the  mortification  of  discovering  that  Europe  continues  to  transact  its 
more  private  business  without  consulting  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord 
Salisbury  any  more  than  they  would  consult  Lord  George  Hamilton 
or  Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck  about  the  date  of  the  Dissolution.  The 
exclusion  from  European  intrigues  would  not  afBict  Mr.  Cross  and  Sir 
StaflFord  Northcote.  They  are  not  heard  dilating  on  the  necessity  of 
preserving  the  unhappy  historical  tradition  which  for  a  century  pen- 
sioned the  European  continent  with  British  gold.  They  do  not  justify 
the  appropriation  of  Cyprus  by  the  plea  that  it  is  England's  way  to  re- 
mind herself  by  borrowing  an  island  of  an  ally  that  she  has  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  sharing  in  a  European  war.  They  do  not  exult  in 
acknowledging  obsolete  responsibilities  to  the  European  balance  of 
power,  as  if  responsibilities  implied  correlative  means  for  fulfilling 
them.  But  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord  Salisbury  have  sympathisers 
in  abundance  nevertheless,  though  very  few  in  their  own  Cabinet. 
If  this  pining  after  full  initiation  into  the  mysteries  of  European 
diplomacy  is  not  true  of  Mr.  Cross  or  Sir  Stafibrd  Northcote,  it 
must  be  admitted  to  be  true  not,  indeed,  of  the  Ministerial 
majority  in  Parliament,  but  of  the  noisier  section  of  that  majority 
which  Lord  Beaconsfield  has  educated.  The  applause  which  at  Guild- 
hall greeted  Lord  Beaconsfield's  jubilant  admissions  of  debts  of 
British  blood  and  treasure  to  Europe,  which  were  supposed  to  have  been 
paid  long  ago,  testifies  that  there  is  a  compact  body  of  English  senti- 
ment in  favour  of  renouncing  the  advantages  of  the  silver  streak 
which  has  rendered  these  islands  independent  of  the  Continent.  A 
powerful  class  of  Englishmen  feels  uncomfortable  at  England  being 
the  sxm  of  its  own  imperial  system. 

Lord  Beaconsfield  enunciated,  at  Guildhall,  two  principles  of 
British  foreign  policy  which  seem  to  him  to  have  some  imdefined 
relation  of  aflBnity,  when  they  have,  in  truth,  only  the  relation  of 
contrariety.  He  laid  it  down  that  Great  Britain  is  bound,  on  pain  of 
becoming  ^  an  object  of  general  plunder,'  not  to  *  turn  an  indifferent 
ear  to  the  feelings  and  fortunes  of  Continental  Europe.'  By  this  he 
does  not  mean  simply  that  it  is  right  and  proper  to  do  as  his  Foreign 
Secretary  does,  and  greedily  drink  in  rumours  of  a  defensive  alliance 
between  two  military  empires.  He  has  explained  elsewhere  that  the 
interest  in  those  feeUngs  and  fortunes  requires  to  be  manifested  prac- 
tically by  a  fleet.  He,  however,  also  laid  it  down  at  Guildhall  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  English  patriots  to  maintain  the  British  Empire. 
The  Liberal  party  gladly  accepts  the  obligation  to  maintain  the 
empire ;  it  does  not  believe,  with  Lord  Beaconsfield,  that  the  true 
way  to  maintain  it  is  by  tlurusting  its  advice  upon  the  councils  of 
Europe.  Liberal  Englishmen  do  not  desire  to  stand  aloof  from  gene- 
ral Emropean  deliberations  on  European  concerns.  They  hold  it  tO' 
be  a  grave  charge  against  the  Government  that  it  stood  thus  aloof 
at  more  than  one  critical  moment.  When  adhesion  to  the  unanimoua^ 
resolution  of  the  Powers  might  have  averted  a  terrible  war,  and  even 
postponed  the  ruin  of  Turkey,  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  his  colleagues 
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withheld  that  adhesion.  In  international  diplomacy  there  are  occa* 
sions  on  which  a  State  is  untrue  to  itself  unless  it  take  the  initia- 
tive. There  are  other  occasions  on  which  its  business  is  neither 
to  follow  nor  to  lead,  but  to  accompany.  The  future  of  Turkey 
belongs,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Liberal  party,  to  the  latter  class  of 
questions  and  not  to  the  former.  It  is  a  n:iatter  which  concerns 
England  much,  but  Continental  Europe  more.  There  is  something 
ludicrous  in  imagining  that  France,  and  Austria,  and  Italy,  let  alone 
G-ermany,  would  have  allowed  Bussia  to  possess  itself  of  Constanti- 
nople. Were  England  a  member  of  the  European  brotherhood 
Austria  is  a  member,  it  might  have  been  right  to  descend  singly 
into  the  pit.  Had  the  arms  of  all  the  great  Powers  of  Europe 
been  from  one  cause  or  another  paralysed,  England  would  have  been 
doing  a  chivalrous  act  in  fighting  their  battle.  As  it  was,  England 
transformed  a  quarrel  of  Europe's  into  a  private  quarrel  of  its  own. 
Lord  Beaconsfieid  and  Lord  Salisbury  appear  to  think  that  England 
is  as  mere  a  member  of  the  European  diet  as  Italy  or  Austria.  They 
seem  unable  to  understand  that  England  is  too  big  to  be  a  State 
in  the  Eiuropean  Confederation.  Too  many  of  its  interests  lie  outside 
the  European  boundary.  It  is  ready  to  assist  Europe  with  its  coun- 
sels, to  sanction  or  to  protest  against  changes  in  European  relations. 
But  the  fact  that  it  has  vast  imperial  interests  to  maintain  sets  it 
apart  from  the  regular  current  of  European  feelings  and  fortunes. 
That  very  fact  Lord  Beaconsfieid  is  induced  by  some  occult  process 
of  internal  reasoning  to  rely  upon  as  an  argument  for  a  policy  of 
universal  intervention  in  Continental  affairs.  On  the  contrary,  im- 
perial duties  remove  the  centre  of  gravity  for  English  politics  outside 
the  European  Continent.  When  this  country  interferes  in  Conti- 
nental politics,  it  interferes  as  an  independent  Power,  either  asserting 
its  rights  against  the  Continent,  or  as  an  ally  who  has  joined  the 
Powers  of  the  Continent  on  stipulated  terms.  England  cannot  escape 
from  the  possibilities  of  involvement  in  Continental  any  more  than 
in  Transatlantic  entanglements.  But  it  is  the  first  duty  of  its  rulers 
to  keep  one  hand  ever  free  to  break  loose.  It  is  their  duty  to  see 
that  they  are  not  wasting  the  national  resources  on  the  relief  of  able- 
bodied  States  from  their  natural  responsibilities.  England  is  a  great 
Power.  There  is  no  greater.  England  is,  moreover,  a  great  Power 
in  Europe.  But  England  is  scarcely  a  great  European  Power. 
That  it  is  a  great  Power  in  Europe  and  something  more,  removes  it  be- 
yond the  range  of  the  direct  sympathy  with  Continental  feelings  and 
circumstances  which  wasted  its  resources  last  century,  and  which 
Lord  Beaconsfieid  desires  fondly  to  restore. 

Lord  Beaconsfieid  believes  that  a  natural  connection  exists  be- 
tween the  maintenance  of  the  British  Empire  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  unity  of  British  and  Continental  interests.  British  member- 
ship in  the  fraternity  of  European  States  ranks  with  him  first, 
and  the  integrity  of  the  British  Empire  second.  He  defended  Con- 
stantinople against  Eussia,  not  so  much  because  Constantinople  to 
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Mm  is  a  link  in  the  chain  which  binds  to  England  its  Indian  Empire, 
:as  because  he  holds  that  England  has  a  European  title  to  be  consulted 
•on  all  modifications  in  the  map  of  Europe.  He  would  have  interposed 
between  Denmark  and  the  confederate  forces  of  Austria  and  Germany, 
for  the  same  reason  that  he  interposed  between  St.  Petersburg  and 
the  Porte.  Liberals  do  not  concede  that  European  complications, 
«imply  because  they  are  European,  impose  any  obligations  upon 
England  to  step  in  to  untie  the  knot.  Europe  may  invoke  the  aid 
of  England  as  arbitrator  in  its  quarrels,  for  the  very  reason  that 
England  is  neutral  as  regards  most  of  its  possible  differences. 
But  if  the  question  be  whether  England  should  intervene  as  a 
principal,  the  Liberal  party  inquires,  as  it  inquired  in  respect  of 
the  Schleswig-Holstein  war,  how  far,  if  at  all,  English  interests 
may  be  compromised  by  the  dispute.  English  interests  were  suffi- 
<aently  engaged  in  the  issue  of  the  Eastern  Question  to  justify 
English  interference,  but  not  single-handed.  Continental  interests 
were  more  deeply  engaged  still.  England,  in  intervening  between 
Ozar  and  Sultan,  should  have  come  not  alone,  but  attend^.  Liberals, 
unlike  Lord  Beaconsfield,  when  British  interests  have  to  be  classified, 
<»n  see  no  difference  between  imperial  interests  and  the  interests  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  They  place  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
British  Empire  in  the  same  rank.  British  interests  in  the  European 
continent  stand,  in  their  judgment,  on  a  lower  level  altogether. 
They  are  p^suaded  they  best  secure  the  integrity  of  the  empire  by 
strengthening  and  husbanding  the  resources  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  which  it  depends.  For  the  sake  of  the  Empire  they  are  more 
especially  cautious  that  they  do  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  tempted 
by  the  geographical  contiguity  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the 
European  continent  to  gamble  in  Continental  politics.  Lord 
Beaconsfield  not  only  has  invented  a  distinction  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  Empire.  He  thinks  also  that  England  loses 
unless  it  has  intrigued  or  jostled  its  way  into  every  Continental 
resettlement.  It  is  the  conviction  of  the  Opposition  that  England 
loses  by  being  entrapped  into  busying  itself  as  a  principal  with 
hazardous  and  precarious  Continental  arrangements  which  are  the 
business,  wholly  or  primarily,  of  Continental  powers. 

England  under  a  Liberal  Ministry,  like  England  under  Lord 
Beaconsfield's  Ministry,  would  have  shared  in  Continental  councils 
when  British  interests  and  Continental  interests  came  into  contact. 
But  the  temper  with  which  it  came  to  the  discussion  would  have 
been  utterly  different,  and  the  consequences  would  have  been 
different.  With  England  imder  a  Liberal  Cabinet,  Constantinople 
would  not  have  fedlen  into  the  hands  of  Bussia,  as  it  has  not 
fallen  into  its  hands  with  England  under  a  Conservative  Ministry. 
But  a  Liberal  Cabinet  would  have  been  content  that  Con- 
stantinople should  be  safe.  To  the  present  Prime  Minister 
and  his  Foreign  Secretary  it  has  appeared  an  additional  ad- 
vantage that  its  safety  should  have  been  guaranteed  by  a  British 
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threat.  It  is  an  unsupported  delusion  that  the  menace  by  this 
country  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  In  these  circumstances  the 
Opposition  deem  the  menace  to  have  been  a  misfortune.  Even 
though  it  should  be  demonstrated  to  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it^ 
Lord  Beaconsfield  and  his  guard  of  Conservative  janissaries  would 
account  it  gain  that  the  residt  should  have  been  accomplished,  if  not 
by,  at  any  rate  with,  the  accompaniment  of  a  threat.  It  has  been 
established  too  clearly  even  iox  Conservative  speakers  to  attempt  to 
deny  it,  that  the  native  Indian  regiments  imports  into  Malta 
could  in  no  event  have  been  of  the  remotest  use  for  the  protection  of 
Constantinople.  To  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  his  following  all  that  is 
immaterial.  The  extravagance  of  a  piece  of  folly,  far  transcend- 
ing in  tawdriness  the  frippery  of  a  Lord  Mayor's  show,  has,  in  their 
judgment,  been  amply  compensated.  The  presence  in  European 
waters  of  a  fever-stricken  handful  of  sepoys  has  for  them  paid  ita 
charges  in  the  testimony  it  is  supposed  by  them  to  bear  to  the 
incorporation  of  the  British  Empire,  dependencies  and  all,  into  the 
European  companionship.  Again,  England  under  a  Liberal  Ministry, 
like  England  under  Lord  Beaconsfield's  Ministry,  could  not  have 
suffered  Afghanistan  to  be  annexed  by  Eussian  diplomacy.  But  it 
would  have  rejoiced  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  Bussian  mission  at 
the  instance  of  the  Foreign  Office  should  have  terminated  the 
incident.  Ijord  Beaconsfield  and  his  division  of  the  Cabinet  and  the 
Conservative  party  had  no  wish  to  terminate  the  incident.  They 
exulted  in  the  opportunity  to  strike  a  blow  at  their  European  rival 
by  parading  before  Europe  his  inability  to  shield  his  ally  in  Central 
Asia  from  their  vengeance. 

If  the  British  public  be  as  much  enamoured  of  European 

*  prestige'  as  Lords  Beaconsfield  and  Salisbury,  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed  to  be  willing  to  pay  the  cost.  That  there  is  a  bill  to  pay 
for  the  luxury  it  is  beginning  to  understand  by  this  time.  In 
Eastern  Europe  and  Western  Asia  Turkey  has  to  be  defended  with 
one  hand,  and  the  Porte  intimidated  into  reforming  its  ways  with 
the  other.  Armed  demonstrations,  even  naval  demonstrations,  are 
expensive.  The  British  navy  in  the  Mediterranean,  with  the  atti- 
tude England  has  adopted,  ought  to  be  a  match,  indeed,  for  two  or 
three  navies.  The  responsibility  assiuned  is  of  a  nature  to  require 
an  indefinite  floating  balance  to  meet  it.  None  can  say  where  the 
danger  England  has  pledged  itself  to  surmoimt  may  not  start  up. 
Cyprus,  by  tacit  agreement,  has  been  dropped  out  of  the  Ministerial 
catalogue  of  successes.  Yet  Cyprus  will  continue  to  be  reckoned 
among  British  possessions  or  deposits.  One  who  is  no  un&iendly 
critic  of  a  vigorous  Imperialism,  has  been  recently  exposing  the 
absurdity  of  retaining  such  a  territory,  unless  an  expenditure  be 
made  upon  it  which  alone  can  fit  it  for  the  objects  of  its  appro- 
priation. Forts  must  be  built,  harbours  must  be  deepened  and 
protected,  morasses  must  be  drained,  or,  in  Sir  Samuel  Baker's 
opinion,  the  island  is  a  source  of  weakness,  not  of  strength.  That 

*  the  British  Government  has  been  hoodwinked  in  its  hasty  bargain 
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as  be  expresses  himself,  because  tbe  island  can  never  meet  its 
expenses,  is  little  to  that  Government.  Cyprus  was  taken  by  way  of 
a  *  coup  de  th^&tre,'  to  prove  to  Europe  British  superiority  to  the 
obligations  of  good  faith  which  bind  other  States.  Englishmen, 
however,  whether  or  not  they  be  content  to  lay  down  principles  of 
international  dealings  with  Turkey  which  they  violate  themselves^ 
must  not  disguise  from  their  minds  that  British  money  will  have  to 
be  spent  on  Cyprus,  or  it  will  be  a  scandal  to  British  dominion* 
The  protectorate  of  Asia  Minor  covers  other  and  absolutely  im- 
measurable contingencies  of  expenditure  and  periL  The  splendour  of 
arrogating  the  title  may  be  as  solid  ore  as  Lord  Salisbury  would 
assert,  or  as  mere  tinsel  as  it  seems  to  Sir  William  Harcourt.  CK)ld 
or  Dutch  metal,  it  is  beyond  question  an  exceedingly  specula- 
tive investment.  Calls  for  unpaid  capital  may  be  made  on  Great 
Britain  on  account  of  it  at  any  moment,  and  to  an  incalculable 
amount.  If  Ministers  persist  in  alleging  the  necessity  of  their  Afghan 
policy,  at  least  they  cannot  deny  the  r^lity  of  the  new  burdens  which 
it  has  imposed.  The  occupation  of  Cabul  drains  the  Indian 
treasury  now*  To  the  cost  of  reducing,  and  holding,  and  attempting 
to  tame  the  entire  kingdom  there  is  absolutely  no  end.  All  these 
responsibilities  and  sources  of  expenditure  either  exist  already 
or  lie  on  the  direct  route  which,  under  Lord  Beaconsfield's  guid- 
ance, British  policy  has  taken.  Beside  them,  and  scarcely  off 
the  course,  stretches  an  infinite  expanse  of  probable,  rather  than 
merely  possible,  liabilities  which  England  has  accepted  by  necessary 
implication. 

If  the  British  nation  will  have  influence  in  Europe  at  any  price^ 
transitory  as  it  may  be,  it  has  value  for  its  money.  If  it  consented 
by  its  Parliamentary  representatives  to  Lord  Beaconsfield's  and 
Lord  Salisbury's  policy  of  bravado,  not  because  it  cared  for  popular 
applause  of  its  masterful  bearing  before  Europe,  but  because  it 
desired  certain  national  objects,  and  had  been  made  to  believe  that 
the  walls  behind  which  they  lay  would  yield  only  to  the  braying  of 
Foreign  OflSce  trumpets,  it  will  discover  soon,  if  it  have  not  discovered 
already,  that  it  has  given  double  the  worth  of  its  bargain.  It  has 
been  like  a  firequenter  of  auctions  who,  wanting  one  thing  in  a  lot, 
gives  for  goods  he  can  put  to  no  use  thrice  the  money  the  single 
fragment  he  needs  in  the  mass  would  have  cost  at  first  hand.  Con* 
servatives  who  sympathise  with  Lord  Beaconsfield's  and  Lord  Salis- 
bury's fine  phrases  about  historical  tradition  and  influence  in  the 
councils  of  Europe  will  not  complain  though  every  step  the  Ministry 
has  taken  augment  the  national  responsibilities.  They  woidd  rather 
have  the  results  such  as  they  are,  with  the  burdens  they  entail, 
than  without  them.  Conservatives  like  Mr.  Cross,  and  Mr.  Smith,  and 
Colonel  Stanley,  and,  perhaps.  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  would  have  liked 
the  results  the  better  had  the  account  been  closed  with  them,  and  a 
new  page  turned  over.  They  would  have  been  glad  to  have  Con- 
stantinople secure  from  the  Eussian  army  of  the  Balkans  without  the 
protectorate  of  Asia  Minor.    Probably  they  put  no  value  upon  Cyprus. 
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They  would  have  preferred  an  Afghanistan  rimply  closed  at  the 
ll^hkend  end  to  an  Afghanistan  closed  at  that  end  by  being  opened 
at  the  Peshawur  end.  They  have  acquiesced  in  lai^e  possibilities 
of  future  ill  for  the  sake  of  present  ease.  When  they  are  shown  & 
rocky  shore  upon  which  they  are  letting  the  baA  of  the  state 
drift,  they  answer  in  effect  that  they  do  not  like  breakers  and  sharp 
cliffs,  but  that  even  these  are  less  lK>rrible  to  them  than  to  have  t6 
ride  out  the  storm  in  the  open  sea. 

Conservatives  whom  the  rhetoric  of  historical  tradition  and  the 
title  of  England  to  assist  at  the  councils  of  Europe  have  not  alienated 
from  the  Government,  point  to  the  co-operation  with  them  of  the  poli- 
ticians self-christened  Moderate  liberals.  The  argument  is,  we  beUere, 
abeady  losing  its  farce.  Moderate  Liberals  have  no  desire  for  a 
return  to  the  days  of  Castlereagh.  They  disavow  the  legendary  claims 
of  historical  tradition.  They  would  not  have  put  pre^mre  on  the 
Government  of  fifteen  years  ago  to  assert  the  right  of  Great  Britain 
to  lift  up  its  voice  against  the  severance  from  Denmark  of  an  ancient 
portion  of  the  dominions  of  the  Danish  Crown.  They  did  not  covet 
Cyprus,  nor  do  they  thirst  for  a  removal  of  the  palladium  of  British 
fortunes  to  the  latitude  of  Trebizond  or  Smyrna.  They  wanted  to 
keep  Cabul  and  Bussia  apart,  not  to  annex  or  even  mediatise 
Afghanistan.  But  Moderate  Liberals,  like  Moderate  Conservatives, 
have  been  willing  to  take  the  good  with  the  bad.  They  have  balanced 
the  inconveniences  of  protectorates  in  Asia  Minor  against  the  good  of 
a  supposed  neutralisation  of  Constantinople,  the  t^insting  of  ropes  of 
sand  in  Afghanistan  against  the  shattering  of  the  chain  which  had 
begun  to  unite  the  Bala  Hissar  with  the  Winter  Palace.  They  have 
ever  present  to  their  minds  a  fixed  number  of  special  points  upon 
which  they  are  ready  to  stake  peace  and  war.  Their  interest  ia 
centred  upon  the  retention  of  those  points  in  their  actual  relation  to 
Great  Britain.  They  had  no  desire  to  interv^e  in  any  affgdrs  of 
Europe  which  may  be  the  affairs  in  particular  of  Continental  Europe. 
But  tiie  preservation  of  Constantinople  and  A^anistan  frcnn  absorp* 
tion  in  Bussia  is  to  th^  an  immediate  Britidi  interest.  In  expres- 
sing their  r^diness  to  fight  all  or  any  assailants  for  those  objects 
they  have  considered  that  they  were  by  no  means  deserting  the 
doctrine  of  non-^intervention. 

Outside  these  narrow  positions  Moderate  Liberals  remain  in  this 
autumn  of  1879  Liberals.  Within  them  they  are  as  resolute  as  they 
have  ever  been  to  resist  Bussian  ambition.  If  Moderate  Liberals  are 
to  resume  their  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  Liberal  party  they  most 
feel  secure  that  the  Liberal  party  in  power  will  guard  what  they  r^ard 
as  outposts  of  the  British  Empire.  They  must,  however,  also  imder- 
stand  that  if  the  Liberal  party,  on  its  side,  is  to  continue  true 
to  its  fiiith,  it  will  prefer  to  remain  in  opposition  for  ever,  rather  than 
acknowledge  any  identity  of  British  fortunes  and  feelings  with 
Continental  Europe.  The  Liberal  party  is  not,  as  Lord  Beaconsfield 
chooses  to  suppose,  indifferent  to  those  fortunes  and  feelings  from  'a 
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perverse  interpretation  of  its  insular  geographical  position.'  It  values 
its  geographical  peculiarities  as  enabling  it  the  better  to  maintain 
an  independence  which  is  necessary  for  its  imperial  safety.  With 
a  world  nestling  under  its  wings  Ghreat  Britain  has  neither  leisure 
nor  patience  to  be  ruffling  it  in  Europe  as  an  antagonist  whether  of 
Bussia  or  of  San  Marino.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  determined  as 
Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord  Salisbury  that  no  European  Power  shall 
appropriate  a  key  of  two  seas,  and  be  free  to  exclude  Great  Britain. 
It  is  as  solicitous  as  Sir  Henry  Bawlinson  that  the  shadow  of  Russian 
supremacy  shall  not  be  permitted  to  darken  the  British  title  to 
India.  Moderate  Liberals  are  finding  out  that  the  Conservative 
leaders,  while  aflfecting  to  govern  the  British  Empire,  have  been 
marching  their  auxiliaries  into  impassable  deserts.  Constantinople 
and  India  are  the  weaker  rather  than  the  stronger  for  Cctnservative 
successes  by  the  consequent  dispersion  of  the  forces  of  the  Empire  over 
a  wider  siirface.  Moderate  Liberals  are  waiting  to  return  to  their 
ancient  associations.  The  Liberal  chiefs  ought  not  to  find  it  hard  to 
convince  them  that  their  restoration  to  office  will  be  marked,  not  by 
retreat,  but  by  concentration.  If  a  Liberal  Grovemment  retires  from 
a  position,  it  will  be  that  England  occupies  works  which  command 
it.  Moderate  Liberals  are  likely  to  feel  more  secure  in  the  company 
of  statesmen  who  measure  the  sacrifices  a  position  is  worth  by  its 
relations  to  British  interests  than  in  allying  themselves  with  poli- 
ticians whose  first  thoughts  are  directed,  not  to  the  integrity  of  the 
British  Empire,  but  to  its  influence  over  Europe.  Moderate  Liberals 
fell  into  a  panic  at  the  imexpected  inability  of  the  Porte  to  defend 
its  own  territories  against  Servia  and  Montenegro.  They  fell  into 
a  panic  at  the  discovery  that  India  at  the  very  moment  it  was  thought 
so  secure  as  to  justify  the  denudation  of  its  fortresses  for  the  benefit 
of  Malta,  was  being  surveyed  covetously  from  the  Afghan  mountain 
barriers  by  Eussia.  The  passion  of  alarm  has  by  this  time  pretty 
well  worn  itself  out.  Moderate  Liberals  are  beginning  to  suspect  that 
Constantinople  and  British  India  would  have  been  safer  imder  Lord 
Ghranville  and  the  Duke  of  Argyll  than  under  Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord 
Cranbrook,  by  just  so  much  as  Constantinople  and  India  would  have 
been,  in  the  former  event,  the  real  object  of  care,  and  not  the  special  pre- 
cedence allowed  to  England  by  the  European  Powers  among  themselves. 

Moderate  Liberals,  when  they  first  voted  in  Lord  Beaconsfield's 
compact  Parliamentary  phalanx,  could  never  have  supposed  they 
voting  that  the  condition  of  England  thenceforward  should 
be  one  of  war  or  contemplated  war.  The  more  clearly  they  day 
by  day  comprehend  that  the  watchword  given  out  by  Lord 
Beaconsfield  is  not  British  interests,  but  European  interests,  the  less 
easy  will  they  feel  at  the  company  they  have  been  keeping.  Modera- 
tion is  their  principle.  They  dislike  a  poUcy  of  absolute  and 
dogmatic  non-intervention  in  European  politics.  They  can  love  no 
better  a  policy  of  chronic  intervention.  So  long  as  the  present 
Crovemment  is  in  power,  they  cannot  be  sure  from  one  day  to  another 
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that  the  country  is  not  on  the  point  of  some  new  foreign  complica- 
tion. This  uncertainty  has  a  charm  to  many  Conservatives.  For 
yet  more  Conservatives  it  has  no  charm;  but  they  have  faith. 
Liberals  who  have  been  supporting  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord 
Salisbury  have  yet  no  pleasure  in  a  policy  of  surprises,  and  no  fitith  in 
the  men  who  concert  them.  They  are  willing  to  act  with  Lord 
Beaconsfield  and  Lord  Salisbury  while  Lord  Beaconsfield's  and  Lord 
Salisbury's  measures  are  to  their  taste.  Their  roads  for  a  time  ran 
parallel,  and  they  travelled  together.  But  to  Lord  Beaconsfield  and 
Lord  Salisbuiy  they  acknowledge  neither  personal  nor  party  alle- 
giance. At  the  point  England  has  reached  in  its  foreign  relations 
there  are  few  Liberals  of  the  section  styled  Moderate  who  would 
not  prefer  to  entrust  Lord  Granville,  and  Lord  Hartington,  and 
Mr.  Forster  with  the  execution  of  the  pledges  and  engagements 
of  Great  Britain  than  the  Government  which  undertook  them.  Mr. 
Forster  the  other  day  at  Leeds  accepted,  in  the  name  of  the  Liberal 
party,  *  responsibility  for  acts  of  the  present  statesmen  whom  for 
the  time  being  the  country  has  allowed  to  govern  it.'  The  Liberal 
party  will  be  equally  ready  to  subscribe  to  Mr.  Forster's  personal 
profession  of  faith  on  the  same  occasion.  Moderate  Liberals,  if  they 
remain  Liberals  at  all,  can  least  of  all  refuse  to  indorse  a  policy  of 
reserve,  of  fulfilment  of  present  obligations,  combined  with  caution 
in  contjracting  fresh  ones ;  of  wise  coimsel  and  moral  support  to  the 
lesser  States  and  the  rising  nationalities ;  of  friendship  with  all  the 
great  Powers  of  Europe,  and  of  special  alliance  with  none.  This 
programme  is  not  to  be  reconciled  with  Lord  Beaconsfield's  ambi- 
tion of  influence  in  Europe,  with  Lord  Salisbury's  vague  visions  of 
suzerainty  over  Central  Asia,  with  an  attitude  of  suspicious  mistrust  of 
the  Balkan  States  and  the  Hellenic  Kingdom,  with  the  playing  oflF  of 
one  military  empire  against  another  military  empire,  with  mysteriom 
international  partnerships  in  Egypt.  There  is  nothing  inconsistent  in  it 
with  such  an  exertion  as  would  content  Moderate  Liberals  of  the  right, 
won  by  tremendous  risks,  to  strive  to  avert  from  the  Porte  the  ruinous 
consequences  of  misgovenunent  in  its  remaining  dominions ;  vdth  the 
endeavour  to  make  the  best  of  a  bad  bargain  in  Cyprus ;  with  the 
resolve  to  search  out  whatever  materials  may  exist  in  Afghanistan  for 
the  creation  of  a  solid  nucleus,  which  may  gradually  gather  round  it 
the  scattered  elements  of  a  just  and  wise  native  administration. 

The  Cyprus  Convention  was  a  violation  of  good  faith  towards 
Europe.  It  laid  Great  Britain  open  to  the  charge  of  making  a  profit 
out  of  Ottoman  necessities.  In  negotiating  it  Ix>rd  Salisbury  acted 
like  a  pawnbroker  taking  in  a  pledge  from  an  insolvent  trader  who  has 
been  buying  goods  he  Imows  he  cannot  pay  for.  By  the  Convention 
the  Pashas  and  the  Sultan  sold  property  belonging  to  the  group  of 
nationalities  which  make  up  the  Turkish  people  for  an  annual  pension 
of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  a  licence  to  invoke  British  aid 
for  the  Porte  against  the  Czar  of  Bussia.  The  Convention  has 
guaranteed  the  outlay  by  this  country,  in  certain  not  improbable  con- 
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tingencies,  of  resources  which  could  ill  be  spared  firom  needs  nearer 
home.  It  holds  out  a  temptation  to  a  restless  and  aggressive  Eng- 
lish Government  to  seek  occasions  of  collision  with  a  rival  Govern- 
ment it  dislikes.  Yet  a  judicious  Government  might  use  even  the 
Cyprus  Convention,  suspicious  as  was  its  origin,  as  an  instrument  for 
consolidating  peace  rather  than  excusing  war.  Bussia  could  find  no 
pretext  in  it  for  hostility,  nor  Europe,  which  not  unnaturally  has  sus- 
pected its  motives,  for  jealousy,  were  Great  Britain  to  employ  the 
utmost  prerogative  it  gives  her  in  maintaining  a  constant  supervision 
of  Ottoman  administration.  The  installation  at  Whitehall  of  a  Ministry 
known  to  care  more  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Turkish  populations  than 
for  diplomatic  triumphs  over  Bussia,  would  put  a  new  and  amiable  con- 
.Btruction  on  the  British  protectorate.  Asia  Minor  administered  with 
common  justice  and  himianity  through  British  mediation  between  the 
Sultan  and  his  miserable  subjects,  would  never  have  to  claim  the  execu- 
tion of  the  martial  clauses  of  the  compact.  If  the  fulfilment  of  Ottoman 
promises  of  civil  reform  is  to  be  exacted  by  intermittent  threats  of 
naval  demonstrations,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the  same  result  could 
not  have  been  effected  equally  well  without  any  Convention.  The 
Convention  makes  protection  dependeut  on  reform.  While  the  Porte 
makes  no  demand  for  the  one,  tiie  Convention,  at  any  rate,  gives  no 
right  to  insist  upon  the  other.  Beforms  in  Turkey  might  have  been 
compelled  by  intimidation  three  years  ago  had  the  Conservative 
Government  been  so  minded.  Then,  however,  the  compulsion  would 
have  been  exercised  in  accordance  with  the  decree  of  Europe,  and  not 
at  the  individual  discretion  of  England.  Europe,  comprising  Bussia, 
would  then  have  been  anxious  to  make  the  compulsion  effectual  for 
the  happiness  of  the  Turkish  people.  Europe  now  cannot  exclude  a 
jealousy  of  Turkish  regeneration  accomplished,  if  indeed  ever  to  be 
accomplished,  by  the  naval  power  of  England.  Libends  were  urgent 
in  supporting  the  demand  of  Lord  Salisbury  and  his  old  ally  General 
Ignatieff,  for  an  enforcement  by  united  Europe  upon  the  Porte 
of  the  reforms  coimselled  by  the  Conference  of  Constantinople. 
It  evinces  a  curious  incapacity  for  appreciating  the  materiality  of 
times  and  circumstances  that  Liberal  sympathy  with  the  recent 
demeanour  of  the  British  Government  towards  the  Porte  should  be 
claimed  as  a  necessary  and  logical  consequence  of  the  former  Liberal 
demand  for  a  European  measure  of  coercion.  The  Liberal  party 
would  not  perhaps  be  sorry  that  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  Lord 
Salisbury  should  find  a  vent  for  their  fire-eating  propensities  in 
terrorizing  the  Porte  into  just  dealing  towards  its  subjects,  rather 
than  in  challenging,  in  defence  of  Ottoman  tyranny,  Bussia  to 
mortal  combat.  But  the  levying  by  Great  Britain  single-handed  of 
an  execution  upon  the  Porte  is  an  act  of  philanthropy  towards  the 
population  of  Anatolia  which  Liberal  statesmen  never  suggested. 
It  is  an  arduous  and  doubtful  and,  in  the  face  of  a  mistrustful 
Europe,  an  invidicos  enterprise.  It  is  a  mere  makeshift  in  lieu 
of  a  procedure  which  would  have  at  once  allayed  European  suspicions 
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of  British  self-^seeking,  bound  over  Bussia  to  dissemble  or  adjamm  in 
definitely  schemes  of  ambition,  and  spared  this  country  a  gidevous 
load  of  individual  liabilities. 

Moderate  Liberals  need  not  fear  that  a  Liberal  Government 
would  either  wish  or  be  impelled  by  the  majority  of  its  supporters 
to  resign  anything  in  Afghanistan  which  Moderate  Liberals  would 
account  worth  the  keeping.  But  the  sole  pretence  Lord  Lytton  and 
his  superiors  at  home  had  for  occupying  the  country  was  that  by  the 
occupation  Russia  was  excluded.  They  still  allege  that  to  be  their 
ground  for  staying.  A  Liberal  Administrati<Mi  would  be  more  iii- 
genious  than  these  pseudo-Conservatives  in  seeing  that  the  Afghans 
did  the  work  of  barring  out  Russia*  Hie  present  Gt>vemment  cannot 
comprehend  that  other  nations  beside  the  English  may  love  freedom. 
Of  aU  populations  in  the  world  A%hans  might  have  been  supposed  least 
easily  entrapped  into  putting  their  necks  under  a  Russian  yoke.  The 
difficulties  England  experiences  in  accustoming  them  to  subjection 
would  have  been  multiplied  infinitely  for  Russian  troops.  It  cannot  be 
credited  that  Conservative  statesmen  did  not  know  all  this.  They  diose 
not  to  know  it.  Argmnents  are  sometimes  employed  against  tiiemto 
show  that  the  occupation  of  Afghanistan  must  accelerate  the  shock 
of  Russia  and  Great  Britain.  To  some  at  any  rate  among  them,  that 
might  be  an  argument  the  more  for  the  occupation.  All  their  deeds 
imply  that  they  are  impatient  of  the  interval  before  the  stroke  fedls. 
They  act  as  if  they  desired  to  look  down  &om  the  A^han  highlands 
upon. Russian  Turkestan  and  provoke  attack.  Liberal  statesmen 
would  aim,  on  the  contrary,  at  throwing  the  functions  of  British 
sentries  upon  the  Afghan  nation.  He  makes  the  most  successful 
master  who  can  use  best  other  mens'  arms  and  heads.  Liberal  rulers 
of  British  India  would  make  of  Afghan  imtameableness  a  British  ram- 
part on  the  side  of  Russia.  It  will  be  much  to  be  deplored  if  it  should 
appear  that  the  A%han  races  cannot  be  left,  as  before,  to  man  their  own 
mountain  walls  after  their  own  fSEishion.  A  winter's  occupation  by 
G-eneral  Roberts  may  render  this  impossible.  Liberals,  in  any  case, 
will  be  anxious  to  cherish  the  plant  of  self-reliance  which  it  is  tiie  en- 
deavour of  Conservatives  to  root  completely  up.  If  the  native  indepen- 
dence have  received  too  harsh  treatment  to  be  capable  of  revival  whole 
and  undivided,  Liberal  administrators  must  strive  to  overrule  the 
calamity  to  good  by  humanising  these  savage  fireebooters  into  Mends  of 
England.  Arraigning  an  Ameer  for  high  treason,  and  burning  and 
slaying  throughout  Afghanistan,  may  seem  scarcely  the  way  to  produce 
that  result.  Conservatives  are  certain  not  to  attain  it  by  such  a  policy. 
But  then  they  perhaps  are  not  very  anxious  to  attson  it.  British 
supervision,  though  it  would  not  be  relaxed  under  a  Liberal  adminis- 
tration, would  be  a  free  supervision  of  a  free  State.  An  Afjghan 
sovereign  would  be  at  liberty  to  exercise  as  he  pleased  his  preroga- 
tive; a  Liberal  Grovemment  would  not  undertake  the  impossible 
charge  of  Afghan  foreign  policy ;  at  the  same  time  A^han  Ameers 
would  be  conscious  that  Calcutta  followed  their  movements,  and  was 
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willing  to  give  advice  whoever  asked.  A  pdicy  of  respect  for 
Afghan  independence,  in  substitution  for  a  policy  of  browbeating, 
would  achieve  all  the  essential  results  desired  by  those  whose  aim  is 
not  extended  frontiers  but  the  maintenance  of  a  barrier  between 
Turkestan  and  Delhi< 

If  the  Conservative  Grovemment  remain  in  ofl5oe  after  the  general 
election,  it  will  not  be  that  it  is  trusted  either  by  Moderate  Liberals 
or  perhaps  even  by  Moderate  Conservatives ;  it  will  be  that  a  section 
of  the  Liberal  i>arty,  which  is  not  moderate,  is  in  haste  to  reap  before 
It  has  sown*  There  are  Liberal  leaders  of  the  left  wing,  who  conduct 
themselves  towards  the  moderate  members  of  their  own  and  the  oppo- 
site parties  after  the  fashion  Conservative  Ministers '  deUght  to  use  in 
their  intercourse  with  Bussia.  They  are  dividing  the  spoils  of  victory 
before  the  victory  is  won.  They  are  behaving  as  if  they  were  on  con- 
qiiered  territory.  While  the  Conservative  Government  is  still  able 
to  use  the  forces  of  the  empire  for  creating  universal  hostility  against 
England,  Liberal  chiefs  of  the  advanced  sections  are  speaHng  in  a 
tone  likely  to  alienate  their  own  party.  Disestablishment  and  disen- 
dowment  may,  for  instance,  become  or  may  not  become  at  some  future 
date  articles  in  Liberal  faith.  To  advocate  them  vehemently  at  the 
present  time  may  postpone  for  some  half-dozen  years  the  end  of  the 
word-and-a-blow  foreign  policy  which  is  encumbering  deeply  the  future 
resources  of  the  kingdom.  The  next  general  election  must  turn  on 
the  foreign  policy  of  Great  Britain,  regarded  with  respect  to  its 
merits  and  demerits,  negative  as  well  as  positive.  The  Conservative 
GK)vemment  has  staked  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country  on 
the  enterprise  of  dragging  the  nation  back  into  the  European  polity 
for  which  it  had  grown  too  big.  In  pursuing  this  adventure,  it  has 
absorbed  the  energies  which  might  else  have  been  employed  on 
internal  legislation.  Far  from  esteeming  that  a  blemish  in  their 
policy,  the  Ministers  who  control  Cabinet  Coimcils  will  have  ^esteemed 
the  sUence  of  the  legislative  machinery  a  positive  advantage. 
The  great  body  of  the  Liberal  party  has  no  liking  for  a  policy  either 
of  dogmatic  non-intervention  or  of  continuous  intervention  in  Euro- 
pean affairs.  To  the  Liberal  party  the  British  Empire  appears  to 
touch  the  European  commonwealth  only  at  one  or  two  points.  When 
its  European  interests  are  endangered,  England,  according  to  Liberal 
doctrines,  will  interfere  in  Europe  as  it  will  interfere  in  Abyssinia. 
But  it  must  first  be  established  that  the  danger  exists.  The 
Liberal  party  protests  against  England  being  made  to  pull  chest- 
nuts out  of  a  fire  which  Germany  and  Austria  think  inconveniently 
warm.  It  protests  against  the  nation  and  Parliament  being  kept 
in  a  long  fever  of  agitation  about  high  foreign  politics,  to  the 
neglect  of  their  proper  business.  The  Liberal  party  is  determined 
that,  whatever  is  happening  abroad,  the  legislative  wants  of  the  coimtry 
0hall  not  continue  to  be  neglected.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  the 
criminal  law  should  not  be  codified  because  justice  is  not  to  be 
obtained  in  Turkey.   Local  government  is  not  the  less  desirable  in 
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English  counties  that  the  relations  between  India  and  Central  Asia 
are  uncertain.  A  policy  of  moderation  and  proportion  is  the  policy 
the  Liberal  party  proposes  in  opposition  to  a  Conservative  policy, 
which  treats  infinitely  remote  objects  of  desire  and  objects  of  aversion 
as  all  in  the  front  rank,  and  all  deserving  the  utmost  national  sacrifices 
and  risks.  If  Conservatives  complain  that  a  Liberal  Opposition  is 
bound  to  formulate  its  programme  more  precisely  before  depriving 
Lord  Beaconsfield  of  oflSce,  they  may  be  asked  to  explain  what,  apart 
from  the  Straits  of  Malacca,  Was  the  definite  Conservative  prograname 
upon  which  Mr.  Disraeli  ejected  Mr.  G-ladstone. 

November  22,  1879. 
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